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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  pablication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  Jaly  7,  1884,  was 
organized  nnder  the  snperintendency  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  Aagast,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
sification was  ably  coiitinaed  by  his  snccessor,  LieatenantCommander 
F.  M.Wise,  O.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was  relieved 
by  Lientenant-Gommander  Richard  Rnsh,  IT.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  pablication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The 
first  five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration, 
and  the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution 
of  these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 

On  December  8, 1899,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  P.  Colvoco- 
resses,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  ordered  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  compi- 
lation and  publication  of  the  Records. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  ot 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of 
vessels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional 
maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports 
of  any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  eiiibraees  the  reports,  orders,  and  corre8i>ODd- 
ence  rehiting  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  18(51,  before  the  com- 
niencenient  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  inchiding  the  annual  and  si)ecial  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  an<l  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  (Confederate  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Stiitistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as 
far  as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  ])n)perty  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
se^ctions,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  rei>orts,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  si>ecially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  th(^  I>e])artment  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  ditt'erent  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  ofllcial  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  fouud  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  licting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  corres]>ondence 
between  fiag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  fretiuently  missing. 
Without  this  s(iuadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Depaitment  therefore  has 
spare<l  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
rei>orts  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  i>art  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
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special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli- 
cates of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera- 
tions in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  tenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  1,  vol.  10),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  May  6,  1864,  to  October  27, 
1864.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  11)  gives  the  operations  of 
this  squadron  from  October  28, 1864,  to  February  1,  1865. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  rei)orts,  while  the  miscellane- 
ous Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Eeference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con- 
federate papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each  vol- 
ume, will  aftbrd  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without  other 
subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single  events, 
in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relatiou  to  those  events,  the  chrono- 
logical order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents  have 
been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edwabd  K.  Rawson, 
George  P.  Colvoooresses, 
•  Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compilers. 
l^AYY  Department, 

Wdshingtotij  D.  0.,  December^  1900. 


Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31, 1894) : 

•  ♦  ♦  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  oflBcers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
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Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis- 
tribation  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  irev  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig- 
nate other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Hepresentatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

•  •  •  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Crnisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruiaen. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Wilkeii,  U.  8.  N.,  1882-1863. 

Weatlndia  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  RearAdmiral  Lardnor,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gnlf  uf  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

(Cooperation  of  the  Kavy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

8.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 
Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  rellere  Fort  Sumter. 
Ahandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Kavy  Yard. 
Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfBcer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  K. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1866. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  T7.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  FlotiUa,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commoclore  Harvrood,  TT.  S.  "S.,  1862-1863. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1663-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23. 1801. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  FlagOttir«r  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  FlagOfficer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Ofllcer  (ioldHborough,  V.  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsbonuigh,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  Kiver  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcor  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squailron,  under  Flag-Officcr  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes.  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfficerH  ForrcHt  and  Mitchell,  ('.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  DefenBcs  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  IMnkney,  (>'.  H.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcers  Mitchell  and  Semmen,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  DefeuHCs  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Plnkney,  (;.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  (J.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  S<]uadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  186.'i-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Offlcers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Onfederate  naval  documents  upon  tlie  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gnlf  Blockading  Sqaadrons,  1861-1865. 

Qulf  BlockadiDg  Squadron,  nnder  FUg-Offlcer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Quit  Blookading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861.1863. 

*  MisaisHippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag- Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 
Eaat  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lArdner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene.  IT.  K.  S.,  1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  Irt6i-1865. 
West  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  (J.  S.  N.,  1862-186:i. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  nnder  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  0.  S.  N. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcor  Randolph.  C.  S.  N. 
Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  M%)or  Loon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  K.  (ad  interim),  1863. 
West  Gulf  Blookading  Squadron,  nnder  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defensea,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlour  Farrand.  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1866. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rogers,  U.  K.  N..  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  FhCg-Gfficer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Miasissippi  River  Defences,  under  Flag-Offlcer  HollinH.  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Davis,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  K.  F.  Pinknoy,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Miasissippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch,  C.  8.  N. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  II.  Carti^r,  ('.  i^  N. 


*  The  Coufe<1(«rate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  thoM«<  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  IlLiXKAD- 
INQ  ^til'AUUQ.S,  OCTOBER  28,  1864,  to  FEBRUARY  1,  1865. 


HV13«. 


AdT« 


Btaie 

£«s  Margin . 
Berberry  ,»,, 
Blfnttola  -,*. 


Brookl^u  ........... 

Cmetiu 

Calypao 

f'amtvridge 

CanonicDH 

Ceren 

Cbarlea  Phelps 

Cherokee 

Chioopee ............ 

Chippewa 

Clematis  

Clinton 

Cohaaaet 

(Colorado 

Commodore  Bamev. 

f.Vminiodorv  Hull 

Cnmmodore  Morria.. 
Commodore  Perr}'  .. 

C^ruaader 

Dacotah 

Dawn 

Daylight 

Delaware 

Dictator 

DnmbartoB 


Bata, 


Koloa. 


Fonrth 
Thfzd.. 
Thlid., 
iVnirth 
Fonrtb 
Foortfa 
Third.- 
Fourth 
Third., 
Thtni.. 
Foorth 
Foarth 
Fourth 
Foarth 
FfTOrtli 
Fourth 
Fooith 
Fourth 
FomHh 

Fuurtij 
Foarth 
Third.. 
Third.. 
Fourth 
Foarth 
Foarth 
Thinl.. 
Fourth 
Foarth 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Fimt  .. 
Foarth 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Foarth 
Fourth 
Thinl  . 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Second 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Third.. 
*Samc 


Tonnage, 


«74 


Iftfl 


Claaa. 


Stdo<  vh«ei  Ktetamer , 
do. 


MnriarachooEer 

iFijficljHl  Aleijuyor, ... 
Side  wheel  Ht«ampr . . 

..-.-do 

....  do ,. 

....  do............... 

ScT*w  H(e4iDer  ...... 

.,-..du 

OnlnADpe  ship  ...... 

^■jTv^w  nt^uuer  -  „ . . . 

....,do . . 

Bide- wheel  ateamer. . 

Screw  ateam«r    

Slile  wheel  tteamer. . 

Screw  rtteamer 

do 

Ironclad  iwteanier  — 

S<Tew  steamer 

Supply  whip , 

S<Tew  Bteunicr 

Side- wheel  Hteaiiior.. 

Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

do 

do 


376 
5.12 
513 
S45 
997 
391 
882 
357 
t.033 
70« 
850 
344 
955 


do 

do 

do 

Screw  8t<-amer 

8«'rew  sloop 

S<'r»* w  steamer 

....  do...., 

^"^  I  *lf-  w  h*^  I  -  U'jun pr  . 
rotK^lod  et*«oer 

gid^ wheel  iteajner 

Side- wheel  steamer. 
do 


Crew. 

(iuna. 

98 

4 

145 

10 

144 

10 
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15 

2 

30 

4 

9(1 

7 

:t9 

2 

145 

4 
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10 

24 
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3 

82 

3 

12 

24 

2 

35 



35 

4 

41 

3 

75 

5 

367 

26 

32 

3 

70 

7 

or, 

10 

K.-> 

2 

42 

2 
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1 

92 

6 

72 

10 

64 

6 

46 

3 

16 

12 

2 

626 

52 

Wi 

7 

68 

6 

>*8 

6 

2l» 

« 

79 

7 

147 

8 

60 

4 

57 

8 

68 

3 

174 

2 

96 

4 

7n 

8 

5.'{ 

3 

i:r. 

10 

SH  Picket  Boat  No.  2  or  BeU. 
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LIST   OF   UNITED   STATES   VESSELS   OP   WAR. 
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f  Cmited  States  vessels  of  war  semimg  im  the  Xartik  Ailamtie  Blockading  ^madront 
October  es,  JSt»4,  to  Febrtiarg  7,  /^<^T— Continued. 


Name. 


lUite.        Touniige. 


ClMA. 


I  Cn«v.    Uuut. 


I  . 


I  Fourth  .. 

nund Fourth  .  . 

, Third... 

erne Fourth  . . 

■ontiideR Finit 

Fourth  . . 

Fourth  . . 

iga S<*cond  . . 

i Thinl.... 

'  Third.... 

)cei '  Third.... 

: F«)urth  . . 

■  Fourth  . . 

Boat  No.  1  (Alpha)  ...  '  Fourth  .. 

Boat  No.  2  (Beta)  - '  Fourth  . . 

Boat  No.  3  (Gamma)  . . . !  Fourth  . . 
Boat  No.  4  (Del U) I  Fourth  .. 


Boat  No.  5  (Epailon) 


■| 


Fourth 


Boat  No.  8  (Zeta) Fourth 

Launch  No.  3 1  Fourth 

Launch  No.  4 Fourth 

Launch  No.  5 ,  Fourth 

Launch  No.  6 Fourth 

sue Third.. 

I  Fourth 

tan First... 

r City      Second. 

uyler Third 1 

B .    Fourth  . ... 

iw Fourth  ... 

lie '  Fourth  ...I 

Inland ]  Second 

I  Fourth  ... 

;  Second j 

Fourth  . . . 

I  Fourth     . . ! 

vrence Second " 

IRotan ;  Fourth  ...' 

;o  de  Cuba Second , 

iia '  Third 


I  , 


I  Third  ....| 

F.mrth  ... 

»ck Third \ 

lut '  Fourth  .... 

doah Second 1 

:on Fourth  . . . 

nDuyvil Fourth  ... 

fGeorgia Third = 

ig  Stone.-* Fourth  . . . 

hanna First 

' Third 

Kma  Third 

eroza .Second 

•  Known  n]*n 
N    W   R — VOL    XI II 


541 
340 
1.244 
948 
3,486 
475 
593 
1.250 
074 
074 
074 
508 
317 
55 
55 
55 
50 

:.5 

60 


Screw  I 
Side-wbeel  a 

Screw  ateftmcr 

do 

Ironclad  ateanii^r 

Screw  steamer , 

.....do 

Ironclad  steamer . . . . 
Side  wheel  nteumer. 

do 

do 

Screw  iiteamer 

Side-wheel  atejuuer.. 

Screw  steamer 

..  .do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


J 


974  I 
93  I 
2,415 
1,600 
1,202 

327  ' 
80 
90 
1.517 

350 
1,726 

593 

73 

1,726 

212 
1.667 

974 
1.034 

507 

974 

593 
1,378 

700 

116 
1.204 

226 
2,450 

974 

974 

l.5:;:j 

a-  I'azelr 


Side  wheel  nteamer.. 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 
do 

Screw  steamer , 

Bark 

Schooner , 

Screw  steamer 

Side- wheel  Mtcuroer . . 

Storeahip  

Sailing  frigate 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Sailing  frigate 

Sailing  schooner 

Side- wheel  steamer. 
do 

Inuichul  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer 

....  do 

Side- wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer 

Side- wheel  Hteamer. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Srrew  steamer 

and  J.  K.  Bazelv. 


65 

T 

63 

4 

164 

U 

92 

« 

376 

It 

70 

9 

116 

« 

130 

4 

t45 

10 

t45 

10 

189 

19 

ISO 

IS 

32 

0 

12 


4 

10 


181 
20 


266  I 
163  i 
154 
85 


157 

D 

328 

127 

16 
118 

29 
143 

145 ; 

*^ 

90  ' 
160 

35  I 
171 
112  ■ 

22 
113 

21  ' 
306 
145 
202 
163 


12 
2 

18 
9 

12 
3 


1 
12 

1 
36 
12 

1 
12 

4 
11 
10 

2 

6 
11 

8 
10 

6 


8 
5 
16 
10 
10 
18 
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Ami  v/  rtiitfd  SlattM  rmMeU  of  var  nrrHflf  im  ih»  North  AiimtMe  BUdtm4iu§  SqnaOrm, 
fh'tobtr  .:S,  /.sn-i,  to  Feiruarj  1,  18^ — VvnUaumd^ 


Nil  nil-. 


Fiiiinh 
Ttiinl  . 
Ill  ml  . 
Si<t-i>iiil. 
Filiirth 
Knurl  li 
Fourth 
Tliinl  . 
Tliirfl  . 
Foil  rib 
Full  rill 

Fnlllth 

I  •iiirili 


Fahk«- 

Fl.irhU      

Flirt  IhilirNiiii     

Flirt  «liM'knl>ll      

(ii'lllTIlt  I'llllKllli  *    

lii'llx-hiir^    

tilaiii  •    ...  

(rii\>  riiiir  lliii  kiiiuli.iiii. ... 

lililliil  (iilll  

liiiiiiit)       .    ■     ■■  

ll.iM-iitirt 

ni-iii>lrii|M> 

IIiiiii   IfrilikiT 

II.!/..i    F.Mirth 

lliiuipiuli Knurl  Ii 

II,,.  I   Fiiiirlli 

IlniH  i.Uii  k Fiiiirlh 

liiiM'ii    Fiiiirlli 

I.M...      Thlnl  . 

iHii.ii- N  S«>>iiii>ur Fiiurlli 

■laiiii-N  .\il;:>  ' Thinl   . 

.Inliii  L.  I^H  kuiHMl FiMirlli 

.Iniiiatii S.-.ni,.l. 

K:ili-;iN Fnlirlli 

Ki->Ntiiiii'Sliili' Tiiinl 

I^ii.i|..«-  Miinl 

l.il.i.        Fi.urih 

l,i|,;„,   FiMirMi 

I.ittl.    Ail.i F.iurlli 

I.<iiii-ijiia 

M.M   I W 

M-ili..|...'      

M.iJ    I'll  

\I.i>iiiii/'i  

M.iiiiii         

M.iH.;i««.ll 


FlMlllll 

Tl.inI 

F.iurtli 

Fmirtli 

IIiikI.. 

Iniirtli 

Thinl   . 

M;iii.itiii<  ft      Iliini 

M; I  FlMlllll 

M.iiih.rii IIhiiI 

M.Hiilitii     Hiinl  . 

Miuiiii  Thinl  . 

MiiiKi  ■■iii;i      KiiNl    . 

.Mm  •  it 'III    Fiiuilli 


Mfihh.iii        ...    

M..ii;i'lli<i'l.       

M..iir;iiik     

M'iiilu""»<-' '•      

.\|..lllHI-|ll|  .         ..     . 

.Ml.!...-      

.\I  nil  III     \'«-|  IKIII 

Mount  \Vii^hiiii£l<iii. 


Ihinl.. 

Thlnl.. 

Foiirlh 

Tliinl. 
Fourth 

FiMiith 

Fourth 

Fourth 

'  Iiidcxi:tl  in  pHMxidlug 


|i#lV  -»»«  BiQhCi  ■»««?«•««■(»  4-' ■»*■•*■'■*■*•*■«_'>'• 

m  'Vfl  ■  ■  4  i  «QpO.'  «  *«->"■'«'■  ■■«■■■'■■«  m  ■  '»  LI'  ■  *  m-w, 

7Wi  dffl.. 

m  ik'TfW  Hi 

AN      ...dti 

T£  Sfliritif  iiluu|i 

75  firriv  nl 

K«'I*W 

:»7     Sir*-w 

hit     ..    tin 

7^17     Side  whfwl  il 
nil     Scrrw 
i*74     SjiI*- 1 

I  ■    I  "  ■  I  •  Ellil  r  »-a,mm  m-mm**-^  ■mm'  mm  mmmmmrn'Mmm 

}m  .,,,ul!i, _,-—».-, ,.-»* 


1(1^ 


Sldi-  whi«L 

,,,  .U 

i^i^n'W  HtAMJUIT      «*.. 

>rn*vr  ■iHAiiift 

...     ilii 

SiiLi-  uhivl  HlrxiDii^r. 

I  n  111  r  luii  <>l4'iiiiir r    ,....,...„ 

Sltli-  «  ht^'J  'tti-iiinrr ... 

-^-     ilu..._. ..-.-*, 

Sti'iA  KtU-miifT  .  -  -   .......1.*. 

HUU'  ^lii-c'l  MwiKirr,, *.....*. 

..ilii  ........._..  ... . 

Si-n-**  iiliitmcr  ..,- *-......__ 

Hfiili-ifi  hi^-1  uTi'Aiiii'r.  ..*.»..._ 

Sfi'T^  ^ICAllltT *.-^. 

Ml  U '  H  III*!- 1  Hi  i-Jiii  K-  r . 

SiTi-W   iVllfMH. . — ^^ 

S»Ti'w  mli-Hiiitr . . , , 


i.:mu 

I'Ctn 
VM 

tlT4 

liTl 
!*74 

!J74 
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VNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCK  AD- 

INQ  S(illAl>RON,  0VTOll£R  28,  1864,  to  FEBRUARY  1,  1865. 
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LIST   OP    UNITED   STATES   VESSELS   OP    WAR. 


Litt  of  United  States  re§$el9  of  war  serving  in  the  Xorth  Atlantic  Jilockading  Squadron, 
October  ^8^  1864,  to  February  1,  IStt/i — Conoludod. 


Name. 


Tristram  Shandy 

Tnf  Boatii  Noa.  1  to  6.^ 
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*  Indexed  in  this  volume  an  Pirket  Boats  Nos.  1-6. 
\  Indexeil  in  this  volume  as  (ieneral  Putnam. 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FEOM  OCTOBEE  28,  1864,  TO  FEBEUAET  1,  1865. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 

regarding  delay  in  the  proposed  joint  attack  upon  the  defenses  of 

Wilmington^  N.  C. 

Navy  Department,  October  28, 1864, 

SiB:  Yon  are  aware  that  owing  to  shoal  water  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Gai>e  Fear  Eiver  a  purely  naval  attack  can  not  be  undertaken  against 
Wilmington.  Had  there  been  water  enough  for  our  broadside  ships  of 
the  Hartford  class,  the  naval  attacks  of  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  aud 
Port  Royal  would  have  been  repeated  there.  I  have,  as  you  are  aware, 
often  i^ressed  upon  the  War  Department  the  importance  of  capturing 
Wilmington,  and  urged  upon  the  military  authorities  [the  necessity]  of 
undertaking  a  joint  operation  against  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River, 
but  until  recently  there  never  seems  to  have  been  a  period  when  that 
Department  was  in  a  condition  to  entertain  the  subject. 

Two  months  ago  it  was  arranged  that  an  attack  should  be  made  on 
the  Ist  of  October,  but  subsequently  poHtf>oned  to  the  15th,  and  the 
naval  force  has  been  ready  since  the  15th  instant,  in  accordance  with 
that  agreement.  One  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  of  war  now  form  the 
North  Atlantic  Squadrou.  The  command  first  ofi'ered  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut,  but  declined  by  him,  has  been  given  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter. 
Every  other  squadron  has  been  depleted  and  vessels  detached  from 
other  duty  to  strengthen  this  expedition.  The  vessels  are  concentrated 
at  Hampton  Roads  and  Beaufort,  where  they  remain,  an  immense  force 
lying  idle,  awaiting  the  movements  of  the  army.  The  retention  of  so 
many  vessels  from  blockade  and  cruising  duty  is  a  most  serious  injury 
to  the  public  service,  aud  if  the  expedition  can  not  go  forward  for  want 
of  troops,  I  desire  to  be  notified,  so  that  the  ships  may  be  relieved  and 
dispersed  for  other  service. 

The  importan(^e  of  closing  Wilmington  is  so  well  understood  by  you 
that  I  refrain  from  presenting  any  new  arguments.  I  urn  aware  of  the 
anxiety  of  yourself  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  War  Department  to 
render  all  the  aid  in  its  power.  The  cause  of  the  delay  is  not  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  conception  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  but  the 
season  for  naval  coast  oi)erations  will  soon  be  gone.  General  Bragg 
has  been  sent  from  Richmond  to  Wilmington  to  prepare  for  the  attack, 
and  the  autumn  weather  so  favorable  for  such  an  expedition  is  fast 
passing  away.  The  public  expect  this  attack  and  the  country  will  be 
distressed  if  it  be  not  made;  to  procrastinate  much  longer  will  be  to 
l»eril  its  success.  Of  the  obstacles  which  delay  or  prevent  military 
cooperation  at  once,  1  can  not  judge,  but  the  delay  is  becoming  exceed- 
ingly embarrassing  to  this  Department,  and  the  importance  of  having 
the  military  authorities  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  speedy  action 
has  prompted  this  communication  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  President. 
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4  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichoh^  U.  8. 
Xavy,  regarding  the  fitting  of  torpedo  catcher h  to  the  tchhcIs  near  the 
obstructions. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roa^a^  Virginia^  October  ^t^,  1864. 

Sir:  It  is  well  to  be  provided  against  all  coutiugencies.  As  there  is 
a  ferriage  across  the  obstructions  for  small  boats,  the  rebels  may 
attempt  to  get  torpedoes  over  and  place  them  under  your  vessels.  You 
will  have  tori)edo  catchers  placed  on  the  bow  of  each  vessel  now  or 
hereafter  lying  near  the  obstructions.  This  can  be  best  done  by  rig- 
ging put  a  couple  of  spars  rigged  shear  fashion,  with  a  cross  i)iece  at 
the  end  with  poles  or  iron  bars  running  down  into  the  water,  the  cross 
pole  to  be  wider  than  the  vessel,  and  the  vertical  pieces  to  extend 
below  the  bottom.  A  rope  netting  across  thoi  vertical  poles  will  make 
the  whole  thing  com[)lete.  1  want  you  to  try  and  blow  out  a  channel 
on  the  bar  2o0  feet  wide. 

If  you  can  get  this  done  by  the  time  I  get  back,  I  will  attempt  to  go 
up  the  river.    Do  not  trust  too  securely  to  the  sunken  vessels,  but 
keep  the  same  lookout  as  if  they  were  not  there. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Belknap^  TJ.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  S,  8eneca, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  ;J8^  ISO  J. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  station  on  the  blockade 
off  Wilmington,  reporting  to  the  senior  officer  there. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  8eneca,  Hampton  Uoddn, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  CUtz,  U,  8. 
Navyy  commanding  U.  8,  8,  Osceola. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  28^  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  and  resume  your  station  on  the  block- 
ade oif  Wilmington,  stopping  at  Beaufort  to  unload  your  shells. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

R^ar- Admiral. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  Osceola^  Hampton  Roads. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  5 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Arey^ 
-  IL  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Wilderness. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  28, 1864. 
Siu:  You  will  proceed  and  report  to  senior  officer  off  Eastern  Bar 
(Cape  Fear  River],  for  duty  on  the  blockade  as  a  chaser. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1>.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Master  Henry  Arey, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wilderness,  Hampton  Roads,  Virgi7iiit. 


Capture  of  the  British  nteamer  Lady  8terlingj  October  28,  1864. 
Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  transmitting  reports. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  reports  of  the  capture  of 
the  blockade  runner  Lady  8terling  by  the  Dolus,  Calypso,  and  Fort 
Ja^cl'son,  on  the  28th  October,  off  Wilmington. 

The  Lady  8terling  is  a  fine  vessel  of  1,000  tons  burden,  was  loaded 
witli  980  bales  of  cotton,  and  it  was  her  first  trip  out. 
The  prize  is  now  in  Beaufort,  coaling. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
rion.  (tIdeon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7>.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lundt,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  S.  8.  Eolus. 

U.  S.  S.  Eolus, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  October  29, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  British 
side-wheel  steamer  Lady  8terling  on  the  28th  of  October,  while  run- 
ning the  blockade  out  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  at  8:45  p.  m.  She  was 
sighted  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Eolus  at  6: 10  p.  m.  coming  out  over  the  bar, 
chased  for  two  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes,  and  overtaken  and  cap- 
tured after  a  run  of  about  30  miles  to  the  S.  W.,  no  other  vessel  at  that 
time  being  in  sight  excepting  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso,  who  assisted  in  the 
capture.  Along  with  this  1  send  a  complete  prize  list  of  the  officers 
and  crew  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Eolus  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 
claiming  a  share  in  the  prize  steamer  Lady  8terling  and  cargo  of  about 
900  bales  of  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  O.  Lundt, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  8,  8.  Eolwt, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  ]>.  C. 
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Beport  of  Aoting  Matter  Stuart,  U.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  U.  S.  8.  Calypio. 

U.  S.  S.  Calypso, 
Off  Western  Bar,  WilmingUm,  ^\  C,  October  ^/>,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  ♦^o  report  that  tlie  steamer  Lady  SterlingjCtkjytskin 
D.  Cniikshauk,  of  London,  just  out  of  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  was  made  prize  to  tliis  vessel,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Eolus  being  present,  yesterday  evening  at  1>  o'clock  and  45  minafies, 
Bald  Head  light- house,  disUint  40  miles,  and  bearing  N.  E.,  aboat  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

At  6:30  p.  m.  yesterday,  28th  instant,  the  Calypso  being  at  her  sta- 
tion oft*  the  Western  Bar,  a  rocket  was  seen,  followed  by  several  others, 
in  the  direction  of  the  bar,  indicating  by  their  courses  that  a  vessel 
(runner)  was  passing  seaward,  and  to  the  westward ;  at  the  same  time 
the  reports  of  several  guns  were  heard;  steered  a  course  S.  E.  to  inter- 
cept her,  the  stranger,  and  at  (>:44  p.  m.  siglited  a  steamer,  it  being 
dark,  coming  toward  us;  challenged  her,  but  received  no  reply.  At 
the  same  instant  she  was  discovered  to  be  burning  black  smoke,  and 
had  two  smokestacks ;  gave  chase  at  once,  and  commenced  firing  at 
her,  she  being  distant  about  one  third  of  a  mile.  Her  course  at  first 
was  varied,  but  in  a  short  time  her  head  was  jmt  on  a  S.  S.  W.  course; 
the  Calypso,  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  in  hot  ])ursuit,  set  all  sail,  the 
wind  being  fresh  from  W.  S.  W. ;  continued  firing  at  the  chiise,  she  being 
a  short  half  mile  ahead,  but  seemingly  gaining  on  us;  the  night  was 
quite  dark  and  somewhat  misty.  At  8  p.  m.  a  steamer  passed  to  the 
eastward  of  us,  evidently,  like  ourselves,  chasing;  could  not  make  her 
out.  At  8:35  a  large  steamer  (which  I  took  to  be  the  Fort  Jackson) 
passed  us,  steering  to  the  southward,  making  the  challenge  as  she 
passed,  which  we  answered.  At  this  time  the  chase  was  <lirectly  ahead 
and  plainly  in  sight.  To  the  eastward  of  her  a  steamer  showing  a  bright, 
continuous  light,  continued  on  after  the  stranger,  she  changing  her 
course  to  S.  W.,  W.  S.  W.,  and  round  again  to  S.  S.  W.  About  0 :  40  p.  m. 
observed  that  the  chase  had  put  about  and  was  standing  in  a  northerly 
direction  toward  us.  Immediately  closed  in  on  her,  and  at  9:45,  she 
being  broad  on  our  port  beam,  distant  about  three  hundred  yards,  under 
full  headway  (our  head  being  S.  W.by  S.)  fired  three  shells  .at  her  in  quick 
succession,  each  taking  effect,  whereupon  her  engines  were  stopped, 
and  after  displaying  two  white  lights — indicating  that  she  hsid  surren- 
dered— she  commenced  blowing  off.  Immediately  aft^r  this  a  steamer, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Eolus,  passed  near  and  spoke  us.  Just  before 
firing  the  last  three  guns  at  the  prize,  this  steamer,  the  IJolus,  was  seen 
to  the  eastward  of  us,  and  the  prize,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  about  the  same  time  a  flash  was  seen  and  a  report  of  a  gun,  evi- 
dently from  the  Eolus,  was  heard.  In  rounding  to  we  passed  close  by 
the  Eolus,  when  her  commander  informed  me  that  he  would  board  her, 
the  prize,  at  once,  she  (the  EoIuh)  being  short  and  easily  put  about. 
Ran  up  alongside  of  the  prize  and  sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  and  crew 
on  board  of  her,  the  Eolus  boarding  about  the  same  time.  The  offi- 
cer sent  from  the  Calypso  at  once  took  possession  of  the  vessel  and  sent 
her  commander  and  other  oflBcers  on  board  of  the  Calypso,  agreeably 
to  my  instructions. 

On  boarding  the  prize,  she  was  found  to  be  on  fire  forward,  and  the 
attention  of  the  officers  and  men  was  wholly  directed  toward  extin- 
guishing the  flames. 

It  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  officers  of  the  ])rize  that  one 
of  our  first  shots  (with  shell)  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  had 
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entered  her  hull  forward  and  set  fire  to  the  cotton  therein  stored.  Sev- 
eral other  shots  fired  at  the  same  time  took  eii'ect.  Tiie  shots  last  fired 
each  struck  the  vessel,  doiug  more  or  less  damage. 

Captain  Cruikshank  informed  me  that  all  his  papers  were  left  on 
board,  and  were  under  lock  and  key,  and  that  my  prize  officer  had  the 
keys.  He  further  informed  me  that  the  vessel  had  on  board  about 
1)80  bales  of  cotton  and  3  tons  of  tobacco. 

Every  means  was  employed  to  get  at  and  stop  the  fire,  which  was 
confined,  as  above  stated,  to  the  forehold. 

At  daylight  this  morning,  having  towed,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Eolusj  the  prize  nearly  to  our  anciiorage  off  the  Western  Bar,  we 
received  valuable  assistance  in  putting  out  the  fire  from  the  divisional 
officer.  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  who  in  person  visited  the  vessel  and  gave 
directions.  The  Vicksburg^  Ariesj  and  Dumbarton,  whose  commanding 
officers  attended  in  person,  also  aide<l ;  with  their  aid  the  fiames  were 
subdued.  The  amount  of  damage  done  can  not  at  present  be  estimated, 
but  it  is  not  supposed  to  be  very  great. 

A  prize  officer  and  crew  have  been  put  on  board  the  Lady  Sterling j 
with  orders  to  procee<l  to  Boston. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  prize  commissioners  all  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  prize,  together  with  a  list  of  the  persons  sent  in  her  as  wit- 
nesses.    A  copy  of  the  latter  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Coin  was  found  on  board  of  her  amounting  to  $3,415,  which  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  prize  master. 

The  Lady  Sterling  is  said  to  register  900  tons,  but  her  capacity  is 
only  about  550  tons.    She  is  an  iron  vessel  and  apparently  well  built. 

The  whole  distance  run  in  the  chase  was  about  34  miles. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  D.  Stuart, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Steamer  Calypso. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  October  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Lady  Sterling,  with  980  bales  of  cotton,  endeavoring  to  run  out  of  the 
port  of  Wilmington  at  this  entrance,  by  the  steamers  Eolus^wd.  Calypso^ 
at  about  9  o'clock  last  night.  At  the  same  time  another  vessel  made 
her  escape,  being  chased  by  the  Dximbarton,  S.  by  E.  down  the  reef, 
which  the  prisoners  inform  me  was  the  rebel  steamer  Chickamanga  (late 
Edith).  The  rockets  first  seen  were  directe<l  westerly,  in  which  direc- 
tion we,  in  the  Fort  Jackson,  first  chased,  but  seeing  rockets  sent 
southerly  to  the  east  of  us,  accompanied  by  guns,  I  turned  our  head  in 
that  direction.  The  guns  fired,  increasing  their  distance  southerly, 
and  seeing  more  rockets  westerly,  I  stood  W.  S.  W.  under  all  steam  in 
chase,  with  black  smoke  ahead.  Coming  up  with  chase,  we  challenged 
by  lanterns  and  found  it  was  the  Calypso,  with  another  vessel  near  her, 
with  running  light,  also  in  chase,  and  passing  the  Calypso,  and  seeing 
nothing  of  the  chase,  I  left  it  to  those  vessels,  to  return  to  the  bar, 
where  I  thought  my  presence  most  required,  while  these  vessels  were 
chasing  away  from  it.    Soon  after  having  turned,  guns  were  fired  in 
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8.  W.  direction,  showing  that  our  vessels  were  within  range  of  the 
runner,  and  at  daylight  she  was  discovered  near  our  anchorage,  with 
the  JiJolus  and  Calypso  endeavoring  to  extinguish  a  fire  in  her  forehold, 
caused  by  shells  exploding  amongst  the  cotton.  As  the  Vickshurg 
was  to  go  north  for  repairs,  I  send  her  to  convoy  this  valuable  prize  to 
Hampton  Beads,  stopping  at  Beaufort  for  what  coal  she  may  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain^  U,  S.  Navy^  Comdij.  Third  IHrisum,  off  WeMtem  Bar, 
llear-Admirul  I).  D.  Porter, 

Ct)mmanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  WelU,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Aries, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  October  30 j  1801. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  list  of  ofiicers  and  men  attached  to 
this  vessel  claiming  a  share  in  the  English  steamer  Jjady  ASfer/m//,  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Uolus  and  Calypso  off  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  near  the  western  entrance  of  Oai)e  Fear  Kiver,  while  violat- 
ing the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  October,  18()4.  This  claim 
is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Aries  assisted  very  materially  in  capture 
of  the  above-named  blockade  runner,  as  the  following  explanation  will 
show,  viz:  At  6:30  p.  m.,  while  cruising  on  our  night  station  in  4f 
fathoms  water,  with  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  S.  E.,  distant  3  miles, 
saw  guns  and  rockets  tired  by  a  vessel  bearing  S.  E.  by  E.,  indicating 
the  presence  of  a  blockade  runner  steering  about  W.  N.  W.  and  directly 
toward  this  ship.  Shortly  after,  the  stranger  appeared  in  full  view, 
with  the  U.  S.  S.  Uobfs  following  closely  «t  his  heels.  I  opened  fire  on 
the  stranger  at  the  short  range  of  about  (HH)  yards,  one  shot  taking 
effect  on  his  hull.  This  caused  him  to  sheer  off  to  the  southward,  which 
enabled  the  IJolus  to  close  in  still  nearer,  who  in  turn  drove  him  back 
to  the  westward,  toward  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso,  which  vessel  opened  fire, 
driving  the  stranger  to  the  southward  and  westward,  when  the  chase 
commenced  on  a  straight  course  about  S.  W.,  with  the  Calypso  on  his 
starboard  <iuarter,  the  J^olus  on  his  port  quarter,  and  this  ship  nearly 
astern  and  gaining  rapidly  on  the  chase.  All  three  vessels  chased  in 
this  manner  a  short  time,  when  the  Uolus  drew  in  between  this  vessel 
and  the  chase,  thereby  obstructing  my  line  of  lire,  which  rendered  our 
presence  no  longer  necessary,  as  the  chase  was  entirely  in  the  power 
of  the  Eolus  and  Calypso  and  his  capture  certain.  I  gave  up  the  chase 
and  returned  to  station,  considering  it  unwise  to  leave  the  **key"to 
the  bar  wholly  unguarded,  as  the  absence  of  the  three  vessels  necessa- 
rily would  have  done.  When  I  turned  ba<!k,  at  about  8  o'clock,  the 
chase  and  her  imrsuers  were  plainly  seen  by  all  on  board  this  vessel, 
and  we  could  easily  have  been  present  at  the  capture,  had  not  our  duty 
called  us  back  to  our  station.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
I  discovered  the  prize  to  be  on  fire  and  her  two  captors  lying  near, 
endeavoring  to  extinguish  it.  This  was  about  eight  hours  after  her  cap- 
ture. I  sent  men  and  a  fire  engine  to  assist.  They  remained  till  this 
morning,  when  they  returned  and  reported  the  fire  extinguished. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Wells, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  />.  C. 
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Additienal  report  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Kavy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U,  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  November  8, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  examined  the  Lady  Sterling.  She  is  a  beautiful  vessel, 
and  no  exi)en8e  spared  on  her.  She  cost  $250,000,  is  new,  and  wants 
but  little  done  to  her  here  to  make  her  the  finest  blockader  we  have. 
She  made  13  knots  with  one  engine,  which  she  ran  out  of  Wilmington, 
|X.  C.J,  with;  our  engineer  broke  the  other.  Both  cylinder  heads  are 
gone,  which  is  the  only  damage.  She  goes  to  New  York  to  morrow 
under  convoy.  Her  cargo  and  hull  are  valued  at  $700,000.  About  a 
hundred  bales  of  cotton  were  thrown  overboard,  the  vessel  having  been 
set  fire  to  by  a  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DiviD  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron, 

Hon.  (tIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C, 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U,  8.  Navy,  requesting  calcium  lights  for 

use  in  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Albemarle  Sound,  October  28, 1864. 
Ad]miral  :  I  learn  by  General  Order  No.  6  that  blockaders  are  to  be 
furnished  with  calcium  lights.  I  would  respectfully  represent  that  a 
light  of  that  kind  would  be  very  useful  in  the  sounds  of  North  Caro- 
lina, enabling  the  picket  boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River  to 
illuminate  that  river  as  far  u])  as  the  first  bend  (about  half  a  mile),  thus 
rendering  it  impossible  for  the  squadron  to  be  surprised  by  the  ram, 
or  by  torpedo  boats,  which  the  enemy  might  here  employ  with  great 
advantage. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  number  of  these  lights  suffi- 
cient to  effect  this  object  may  be  forwarded,  together  with  instructions 
for  using  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr,,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Rear- Admiral  David  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  A.  Berney,  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  requesting 
his  presence  in  James  River  to  witness  experiments  with  Greek  fire, 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  October  29, 1864. 
Dear  Sir:  The  last  of  next  week  I  shall  fire  some  100-i)ound  Greek 
fire  shells,  and  also  throw  a  stream  of  fire  up  at  the  Army  of  the  James, 
by  orders  of  General  Butler,  as  there  are  many  strong  ironclads  at 
Richmond,  Wilmington,  [N.  0.1,  Charleston,  Savannah,  [Ga.],  and  other 
places  yet,  and  I  believe  with  the  fire  they  could  soon  be  destroyed. 
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l^aii  you  KO  up  to  tlie  army  aud  see  tbe  fire  thrown  t    I  am  aatisfled 
tliiit  you  will  adopt  it  at  once.    The  machine  that  will  be  used  can  he 
put  on  board  of  any  monitor.    An  early  reply  will  oblige. 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Admiral  Poutkr. 


A.  Bebnky. 


Ortivr  «)/  Hear-Admiral  PorUr,  (\  S.  aVary,  to  Lieutenant' Commander 
IsOtrrjf,  r.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  exduinge  of  numbers  between  naval 

Hampton  Koads,  October  J^^  1864. 
81  u :  It  will  be  your  duty  to  make  your  number  on  the  appearance  of 
any  naval  or  armed  vcHsel  on  the  horizon,  and  they  should  do  the  same. 
If  they  do  not,  bring  them  to  with  shot  and  ascertain  what  they  are, 
aud  their  chanioter. 

Very  re8ptH5tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  U.  h,  LowuY, 

Commanding  SabinCj  Hampton  Roadn. 


Ordvr  0/  Hear- Admiral  Pbrivr^  V,  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
UVrtivr,  r,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Chippetca. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  J99j  1864. 
81  n  :  Vou  will  get  ten  seamen  from  the  Sabinej  with  their  accounts, 
without  delay,  and  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  your  station  off  Wil- 
ndngtou,  for  liie  pur|)OHe  of  capturing  blockade  runners. 
Very  reapei^ttXilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
LieutenantUonnnander  A.  W.  VVkavkr, 

(UimmandiMg  i'hipj^ira,  Hampton  R(Hids. 


(Mvr  0/  Rvar  Admiral  Portvr,  l\  S.  Xary^  to  Acting  Volunteer  lAeuten- 
ant  Mokch,  (\  S.  \avy,  tnimmanding  l\  8.  8.  Cambridge. 

October  29, 1864. 
Mm:  Vou  will  get  your  vtv4«ol  rtMidy  for  sea  with  all  dispatch  and 
tUHUHHHl  with  her  otV  (MnuiesttMi,  S.  C,  and  rei>ort  to  Rear-Admiral 
bahlgron  tor  duty  in  the  Houth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
N'ery  rw|MM^thdiy, 

David  D.  P«*rter, 
Ki^tr  Admiral,  ('ommmandiHg  Xortk  Atlantic  Squadrot^ 

Acting  VohinttHM-  Lieutenant  «l.  K.  Nu'KKLs^ 

Commandinti  (\  N.  N.  Vambriiige. 


ibntriu^t  /f»(/  {\f  the  r.  N»  N»  Fort  Jack»oH. 

(V/(^r  .''^  tsui,   .\{  daylight  waw  the  {\^lif»f^  and  AWiw  in  diarge 
of  a  pvi^e,  whioh  pivviHl  (oW  the  iady  Nf<r(iMy«  on  Are.    Sent  men 
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aad  hose  on  board  to  assist  in  patting  it  out.  Ma<le  signal  to  the  fleet 
to  do  the  same.  At  G :  30  p.  in.  saw  flashes  of  guns  and  rockets  going 
in  a  westerly  direction.  Stood  W,  N.  W. ;  saw  two  steamers  to  the 
westward,  who  challenged  us.  We  answered  the  challenge  with  lan- 
terns, both  steering  to  the  S.  E.;  saw  a  steamer  steering  to  the  S.  E., 
which  we  supposed  to  be  the  Aries.  She  hove  up  a  rocket  from  her 
quarter-deck  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  way  she  was  going.  We 
saw  two  steamers  to  the  eastward  of  Bald  Head,  one  apparently  in 
chase  of  the  other,  as  she  was  firing  at  her  and  sending  up  rockets  in  a 
southerly  direction.  We  gave  chase  to  the  southward.  The  vessel  we 
took  for  the  Aries  challenged  us,  which  was  answered  by  us.  At  7 :  10 
the  Ftc]!»&ter<7 challenged  us;  we  answered  challenge,  spoke,  and  passed 
her,  she  firing  and  sending  up  rockets.  She  reported  a  blockade  run 
ner  8.  by  W.  Continued  the  chase.  At  7 :  20  the  vessel  which  we  sup- 
posed to  be  the  Aries  commenced  burning  black  smoke  and  about  the 
same  time  challenged  us,  which  was  answered  by  us  with  lanterns. 
She  challenged  us  the  second  time  and  was  answered.  She  then  fired 
at  us.  While  we  answered  the  third  time,  one  shot  struck  us  under  the 
port  chains  forward,  penetrating  the  side  and  exploding  on  orlop  deck, 
tearing  bulkhead  oft'  paymaster's  store  room  and  destroying  a  portion 
of  the  stores.  Another  struck  the  quarter-deck ;  passed  through  bul- 
warks overboard.  Stopped  ship,  blew  oft'  steam,  at  the  same  time  show- 
ing a  lantern  over  the  stern  and  challenged  her  with  Ooston  signal, 
which  she  answered.  At  7:40  hailed  the  Aries;  ordered  the  captain 
on  board.    At  8  stood  for  our  station. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Aries. 

October-  29 J 1864, — Cruising  on  night  station.  At  6 :  30  saw  the  flash 
of  a  gun,  followed  by  a  rocket,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  Went  to  quarters  and 
stood  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  rocket  that  the  blockade  runner 
was  steering.  At  7  saw  the  blockade  runner  bearing  S.  E.  Fired  five 
shots  at  her.  At  7 :  20  saw  a  steamer  on  our  starboard  beam ;  chal- 
lenged her  three  times,  and  got  no  answer.  Fired  three  shots  at  her. 
Then  she  challenged  us  with  Coston  signals.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Fort  Jackson.    At  7 :  50  returned  to  our  station. 


Capture  of  Plymouth^  X,  C.  and  its  defenses  by  a  naval  force  commanded 
by  Commander  Macomb,  U,  S.  Navy,  October  29-November  1,  1864. 

Beport  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  1,  1864. 
Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  Slst  ultimo  I  took  the 
batteries  at  this  place  and  now  hold  them. 

The  Shamroel',  Chicopee,  Otsego,  Wyalusing,  Tacony,  Commodore  Bully 
Valley  City,  and  Whitehead  were  engaged. 

We  have  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  and  twenty  cannon.    I 
will  report  in  detail  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  C  Macomb, 
Comdr,,  Comdg,  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Sqtuidron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Kavy,  trangmittlng  report 

North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
U.  8.  Flagnhip  Mtdrern^  Hampton  RoadSj  November  11,  1864. 
Sir:   I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Commander 
W.  11.  Macomb  in  rehition  to  the  capture  of  the  batteries  and  town  of 
Plymouth,  M.  C,  which  place,  with  all  its  defenses,  was  captured  from 
our  land  forces  some  time  last  s])ring. 

This  was  a  very  gallant  aflair,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition  and  all  concerned.  It  is  a  handsome  finish- 
ing stroke,  after  the  blowing  nj)  of  the  ram. 

The  fruits  of  this  capture  are  22  cannon,  37  prisoners,  200  stand  of 
arms,  and  more  being  picked  up  daily. 

The  flags  of  the  fort  and  of  the  Albemarle  and  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition  were  also  taken. 

If  I  can  not  raise  the  ram,  I  will  comf)letely  destroy  her,  after  saving 
her  guns. 

I  have  directed  all  the  guns  at  Plymouth  to  be  dismonnUnl  and  sent 
away,  and  can  hold  it  with  one  or  two  gunboats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral, 
Hon.  (tIDKON  VVkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WaHhinijton,  IK  (\ 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Maoomb,  U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  Diitrict  of  the  Soundi. 

I  .  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  X,  C,  November  i,  180-1. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  I  cap- 
tured the  enemy's  batteries  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  and  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  at  that  place,  some  prisoners,  and  a  quantity  of  pro- 
visions.   The  foHowing  is  an  account  of  the  action : 

After  the  return  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  from  his  expedition 
to  blow  up  the  A  Ibemarle,  at  Plymouth.  I  determined  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  batteries  defending  that  town.  Accordingly,  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
the  vess(»ls  under  my  command  at  that  time  in  Albemarle  Sound  got 
underway  at  about  1 1 :  15  a.  m.  and  procee<led  up  the  Koanoke  Itiver  in 
the  following  order:  Commodore  Hull,  Shamrock,  Chivopee,  Otsego,  Wya- 
lniiinff,n\u\  7\icony,the  Valley  City  heiuf^  naut  at  the  same  time  up  the 
Middle  River  (which  joins  the  Koanoke  above  Plymouth)  in  order  to 
cut  oil  any  vessels  or  stores  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  carry 
out  in  that  direction.  At  about  12  m.  we  came  within  range  of  the 
lower  batteries  i)rotecting  the  town,  upon  which  we  opened  fire,  which 
was  returned.  We  continued  to  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  the  works, 
when  we  discovered  that  the  channel  was  obstructed  at  a  point  opposite 
the  batteries  by  two  schooners  sunk  one  on  each  side  of  the  wreck  of 
the  Soifthfield,  which,  together,  formed  a  barrier  which  could  only  have 
been  passed  with  great  danger,  if  at  all.  I  therefore  made  signal  to 
return,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  vessels  ran  out  of  the 
river  at  2  p.  m.  with  the  excei)tion  of  the  Valley  City,  which  vessel  hav- 
ing heard  the  firing  commence  and  (rease,  and  supposing  that  we  had  won 
the  day,  ran  down  the  Roanoke  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Plymcmth, 
where  she  was  fired  on,  and  then  returned,  arriving  in  the  s<)nnd  at 
about  10  p.  m. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  having  been  informed  that  there 
was  suflicieDt  water  in  the  Middle  River,  I  determined  to  blockade  the 
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enemy  at  Plymouth  by  going  up  that  river  and  gaining  the  Eoanokc 
al)ove  the  town,  knowing  that  the  rebels  had  no  more  vessels  to  sink  in 
the  channel,  and  consequently  that  1  should  have  only  the  batteries  to 


contend  against  should  I  advance  from  that  direction.  1  got  underway 
in  the  Shamrock,  following  the  tug  liazely,  Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames 
commanding,  having  on  board  the  pilot  of  the  Wyalusing,  Mr.  Alfred 
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Everett,  and  followed  by  the  Otsego ^  Wyalusinff^  Taconyj  and  Commodore 
Hull  in  the  order  in  which  their  names  are  mentioned.  The  Chicopee 
and  Valley  City  were  not  present,  the  former  having  been  sent  by  me  the 
night  before  to  New  Berne  for  repairs,  and  the  latter  being  on  her  way  to 
Hampton  Roads  with  Lientenant  W.  B.  Cashing  and  his  dispatches, 
both  having  started  before  I  had  decided  on  ascending  the  Middle 
River.  By  the  good  piloting  of  Mr.  Everett  the  vessels  got  safely 
throagh  into  the  Roanoke  River  at  abont  4  p.  m.  I  left  the  Commodore 
Hull  in  the  Middle  River  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  laying  torpedoes 
there.  On  our  way  throagh  the  Middle  River  we  fired,  by  compass 
courses,  over  the  woods  at  Plymouth,  at  distances  varying  from  2,640 
to  1,700  yards,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  our  fire  at  that  time  was 
very  effective. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  arrived  in  the  Roanoke,  owing 
to  the  extreme  narrowness  and  short  curves  of  the  Middle  River,  but 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  blockading  tlie  river  or  putting  torpedoes  in 
the  channel  I  dropped  to  within  short  range  for  the  100-pounder  Par- 
rotts  and  shelled  him  for  an  hour  or  so.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  having  determined  on  attacking  the  batteries,  I  sent  a  tug 
for  the  Commodore  Hull  and  commenced  preparations  for  the  action. 
At  about  8  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Hull  arrived,  and  I  stationed  her  at  the 
head  of  the  line  as  before,  on  account  of  her  ability  to  fire  directly  ahead. 
At  about  9  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead  came  up  the  Middle  River  with 
stores  for  the  vessels  in  Albemarle  Sound  from  the  naval  depot  at  New 
Berne.  As  her  100-pounder  Parrott  had  been  taken  out,  I  had  her 
lashed  alongside  the  Tacony^  the  Bazely  being  lashed  to  the  Shamrock 
and  the  Belle  to  the  Otsego  (all  on  the  port  side)  to  keep  the  vessels  in 
motion  in  case  their  engines  should  be  damaged.  We  also  had  steam 
blown  off  the  starboard  boilers  of  all  the  double-enders,  the  fires  banked 
very  low  beneath  them,  and  the  stop  valve  between  the  two  boilers  of 
each  ship  closed;  so  that  there  was  no  steam  in  the  starboard  boilers, 
but  the  water  in  them  being  warm,  it  could  be  got  up  in  a  short  time. 
At  9 :  30  a.  m.,  the  vessels  being  in  line,  I  signalized  to  the  Commodore  Hull 
to  run  ahead  and  reconnoiter  and  ascertain  if  the  channel  was  clear. 
She  reported  all  right,  and  I  got  underway,  signaling  the  other  vessels 
to  follow  in  close  order.  The  enemy  opened  fire  as  soon  as  we  came 
within  range  and  kept  up  a  constant  and  very  heavy  fire,  directed  princi- 
pally against  the  Commodore  Hull  and  the  Shamrock.  As  I  neared  the 
batteries  I  gave  the  order,  '<Go  ahead  fast,"  and  we  were  soon  directly 
opposite  the  enemy's  guns,  when  he  was  driven  from  his  rifie  pits  and 
fieldpieces  by  grape  and  canister  from  the  ships,  which  we  poured  in 
very  heavily.  The  batteries  still  held  out,  though  their  fire  began  to  be 
wild,  but  as  the  Shamrock  passed  them  one  of  her  shells  exploded  in 
their  magazine,  which  blew  up  with  great  force,  some  of  the  l^agments 
falling  on  our  decks.  This  evidently  caused  a  panic  among  the  rebels, 
for  from  that  time  their  fire  slackened  and  at  length  ceased  altogether.  . 
I  then  made  signal  to  cease  firing,  and  then  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  batteries,  which  was  done  without  resistance.  A  party  from  this 
ship  under  Lientenant  Duer  marched  into  the  lower  works  ( we  having 
by  this  time  passed  the  town  and  arrived  opposite  them),  took  about  a 
dozen  prisoners,  and  spiked  the  guns  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  firing 
on  the  vessels  should  they  return  to  their  batteries. 

It  gives  me  great  gratification  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment the  gallant  and  intelligent  conduct  of  all  the  commanding  officers 
engaged,  viz,  Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold,  Otsego;  Lien- 
tenant-Oommander  Karl  English,  Wyalusing;  Lieutenant-Commander 
W.  T.  Truxtun,  Taoony;  Acting  Master  Francis  Josselyn,  Commodore 
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Hull;  Acting  Master  James  G.  Green,  tag  Belle;  Acting  Master  G.  W. 
Barrett,  Whitehead;  and  Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames,  tag  Bazely^  who 
worked  and  foagbt  their  ships  admirably,  preserving  the  order  of  battle 
under  a  very  severe  fire,  and  poaring  into  the  rebel  works,  rifle  pits,  and 
the  town  a  tremendous  fire  of  all  kinds  of  projectiles.  I  think  promo- 
tion would  be  but  justice  to  these  gallant  officers,  who  certainly  deserve 
the  honorable  notice  of  the  Government.  I  wish  particularly  to  bring 
before  the  Department  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Francis  Josselyn, 
of  the  Commodore  Hull,  who  worked  his  ship  and  battery  to  the  admi- 
ration of  all  who  saw  him,  and  also  that  of  Acting  Master  G.  W. 
Barrett,  of  the  Whiteheadj  whom  I  sent  on  board  the  Commodore  Hull 
to  pilot  us  through  the  obstructions  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
river,  and  who  acquitted  himself  in  his  usual  fine  style.  These  two 
deserve  particular  notice  from  the  fact  that  the  Commodore  Hull  was 
the  leading  ship,  and  on  her  the  first  and  heaviest  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  directed.  I  would  also  respectfully  recommend  for  promotion  the 
pilots  of  the  ships  engaged. 

We  captured  37  prisoners,  22  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ord- 
nance stores,  the  exact  amount  of  which  I  am  unable  to  give  at  present, 
nearly  200  stand  of  arms  (more  are  being  picked  up  all  the  time),  the 
ram  Albemarle  sunk  at  the  wharf  with  everything  on  board,  and  the 
colors  of  the  batteries  and  the  ironclad. 

For  the  part  which  each  vessel  took  in  the  action,  I  must  refer  you 
to  the  reports  of  the  different  commanding  officers,  which  I  will  forward 
as  they  are  received.  As  commanding  officer  of  the  Shamroclj  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gallant  behavior  of  the  officers,  crew, 
and  marines  of  this  vessel.  The  engineer's  department,  under  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  William  H.  Harrison,  was  very  efficient.  The  dif- 
ferent divisions  were  worked  remarkably  well,  and  the  guns  were 
worked  in  the  most  spirited  and  effective  manner,  for  which  I  am  in  a 
great  measure  [indebted]  to  Lieutenant  E.  K.  Duer,  executive  officer, 
and  the  officers  of  the  divisions.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Louis 
Sands,  and  H.  A.  Macomb,  captain's  clerk,  were  with  me  on  the  hurri- 
cane deck  during  the  engagement  and  rendered  good  service  as  aids, 
the  lattiCr  acting  as  signal  officer. 

I  am  much  indebt^  to  Colonel  D.  W.  Wardrop,  commanding  Sub- 
Division  of  Albemarle,  who,  anticipating  our  requirements,  arriv^  here 
with  160  men  from  Boanoke  Island  to  assist  in  garrisoning  the  works 
which  we  had  captured. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.^  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Not  being  aware  of  the  admiral's  whereabouts,  I  have  forwarded  this 
direct  and  will  send  the  original  to  him  when  I  hear  where  he  is. 


Eeport  of  lieutenant  Dner,  U.  8.  Navy,  U.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shambock, 
Off  Plymouth^  N.  C,  November  2^  1664. 
Snt:  The  damage  to  this  ship  in  the  engagement  of  October  31  is  as 
follows: 

One  grapeshot  starboard  bow,  6  feet  from  water  line,  struck  and 
glanced,  slightly  denting  wood. 
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One  shot  starboard  bow,  i  feet  from  water  line,  struck  and  glanced^ 
crushing  and  splintering  the  wood  through,  30  inches  long  0  inches 
wide. 

One  shell  exploded  over  the  ship  abreast  of  foremast,  a  piece  striking 
the  fore-topmast  on  port  side,  cutting  out  a  piece  about  24  inches  long. 

One  shell  exploded  forward  of  starboard  wheel,  several  pieces  enter- 
ing upper  part  of  guard  and  wheelhouse  and  cutting  hurricane  deck 
awning,  used  as  a  barricade. 

One  shot  (32-pounder)  strut  k  forward  knee  of  hurricane  deck,  star- 
board side,  passing  through  starboard  bulkhead  of  crank  room,  carry- 
ing away  hand  rail,  through  forward  and  after  bulkheads  of  galley 
room,  through  coppers,  out  port  bulkhead  of  valve  room,  carrying 
away  half  the  bulkhead,  struck  spirketing  of  after  pivot  port,  port 
side,  crushing  the  wood,  bending  and  breaking  the  braces  and  hinges 
of  two  after  ports,  glanced,  splintered  forward  end  of  port  hammock 
netting,  and  went  overboard. 

One  shot  struck  under  guard,  crushing  the  wood  (15  by  4  inches) 
glanced,  passed  through  iron  knee  of  outboard  bearing,  cutting  iron 
rim  of  wheel  and  injuring  some  of  the  paddle  boards. 

One  shot  struck  inside  on  x)ort  quarter,  i)assed  through  side,  tearing 
oft' and  bending  iron  plate  on  outside. 

Total  number  of  hits,  six. 

Respectfully  submitted.  RuFirs  K.  Dueb, 

JAetitenant  and  Executive  Officer, 

Commander  W.  11.  Macomh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  IHatrict  of  the  ISoundn. 


Beport  of  Beoond  Aiustant  Engineer  Harrifon,  U.  8.  Navy,  U.  8.  8.  8hanirook. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Plymouth^  X,  6\,  Xovemher  S,  1864. 
SiB:  1  have  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in  the  engineer's 
department  during  the  action  of  October  30  and  31,  viz:  Outside  rim 
of  starboard  wheel  bent  by  running  upon  the  bank  during  the  passage 
up  Middle  River,  and  cut  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  rebel  batteries  at 
this  place. 

One  shot  hole,  7J  inches  diameter,  through  forward  rib  of  the  cast- 
iron  bracket  supporting  starboard  outboard  pillow  block.  Hand  rail 
of  starboard  side  of  crank  gallery  destroyed,  and  the  gallery  plate 
broken  by  a  raking  shot  through  upper  part  of  engine  room.  Guard 
beam  of  ])ort  wheelhouse  stove  in  and  broken  completely  off. 

These  damages,  with  exception  of  the  wheel,  have  been  temporarily 
repaired  and  the  engine  continues  to  do  good  service. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Harbison, 
Second  Assistant  and  Senior  Engineer. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  JS.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Shamrock, 


Beport  of  Acting  Aisiitant  Surgeon  Barton,  U.  8.  Navy,  U.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth^  N.  (7.,  November  2^  1864. 
SiB:  1  herewith  transmit  an  account  of  the  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Plymouth, 
N,  C,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1864: 
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Killed. 

Samael  Chaini)S,  seaman,  by  grapesbot  tbroagb  rigbt  lung. 
Jobn  Williams,  seaman,  by  Miui6  ball  tbrongh  right  side,  coming  out 
left  hip. 
Total  killed,  2. 

Wounded, 

William  H.  Harrison,  second  assistant  engineer,  contusion  left  arm; 
bead  and  neck,  sligbtly. 

William  Bowles,  landsman,  left  eye  lost  by  shell;  wound  in  left  thigh 
by  shell;  right  wrist  by  Miuie  ball,  slightly;  right  middle  finger  by 
splinters,  slightly.' 

John  Potter,  seaman,  contusions  on  right  shoulder,  slightly. 

George  W.  Williams,  landsman,  contusion  by  splinters  on  right 
breast  and  left  thigh  and  leg,  slightly. 

Towndron  Doty,  landsman,  shell  wound  through  calf  right  leg, 
severely;  forehead,  left  eye,  and  nose  lacerated  by  splinters,  severely; 
right  wrist  by  shell,  slightly. 

James  B.  Sparks,  landsman,  had  left  eye  knocked  entirely  out,  acci- 
dently,  by  an  oar  in  the  bauds  of  another  man  immediately  after  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  batteries;  he  is  doing  well. 

Total  wounded,  G. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  H.  Barton, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  U.  8,  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  U.  S,  8,  Shamrock, 


Report  of  lieatenant-Coxnmander  Arnold,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  Otsego. 

U.  S.  S.  Otsego, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  0.,  November  5, 1864. 

Sib:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  capture  of  Plymouth,  from  the  20th  ultimo  to  the 
31st,  inclusive. 

At  11  a.  m.,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  got  underway  by  signal  and  took 
position  in  line  of  battle,  and  following  the  Shamrock  and  Chicopee 
proceeded  up  the  Iloanoke  River  toward  Plymouth  to  assist  in  the 
attack  upon  that  place.  About  11 :  30  a.  m.  tlie  enemy's  lower  battery 
opened  fire  on  the  division,  which  we  returned  as  well  as  the  position 
of  the  leading  vessels  would  permit,  but  with  what  effect  I  am  unable 
to  say. 

Obstructions  being  discovered  in  the  river,  and  torpedoes  suspected, 
signal  was  made  to  retire,  which  I  did,  in  company  with  the  other  ves- 
sels of  the  division,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eoanoke  River 
about  2: 15  p.  m. 

On  Sunday,  30th  ultimo,  got  underway  by  signal,  in  company  with 
the  other  vessels  of  the  division,  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle, 
following  the  Shamrock  up  Middle  River  to  assist  again  in  the  attack 
upon  Plymouth,  and  on  reaching  a  point  about  2,600  yards  distant  from 
that  place  commenced  firing  shot  and  shell  by  cross  bearings  over  the 
land  into  the  town,  but  with  what  effect  I  can  not  state,  continuing  it 
as  we  ascended  the  river  at  intervals  until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased 
N  w  R— VOL  11 2 
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firing,  and  at  4:30  anchored  in  Koanoke  River,  aboat  2  miles  distant 
from  i?lymouth.  At  6 :  20  got  underway,  in  company  with  the  division, 
and  took  position  abont  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Plymouth,  and 
bombarded  the  town ;  continuing  to  do  so,  with  no  reply  from  the  enemy, 
until  7:30  p.  m.,  when,  by  your  order,  we  fell  back  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Monday,  3Ist  ultimo,  at  7  a.  m.,  got  underway  in  company  with 
the  other  vessels  of  the  division,  having  the  tug  Jiellc  lashed  to  our 
port  quarter,  and  proceeded  down  the  Koanoke  to  the  attack,  and  at 
11 :  30  opened  fire  at  the  distiinceot  about  a  mile  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  consisted  of  forts,  rille  pits,  etc.,  and  continued  firing  rai)idly  and 
eflfectively  until  12:25  p.  m.,  when,  by  signal,  we  ceased  tiring,  the 
enemy  having  abandoned  his  work,  and  retreated  with  the  greatest 
precipitancy,  alter  which  we  anchored  oft'  the  town. 

1  am  happy  to  say  that  this  vessel  and  crew  escai)ed  uninjured,  the 
enemy's  projectiles  either  passing  over  us  or  falling  short. 

At  the  fourth  discharge  I  lost  the  services  of  a  100  pounder  rifle,  in 
consequence  of  the  elevating  screw  bending,  and  of  a  20-pounder  rifle, 
on  account  of  the  bed  breaking.  Another  screw  was  substituted  for 
the  former,  which  was  broken  at  tlie  fifth  discharge,  thereby  rendering 
the  gun  incax)able  of  further  service  during  the  action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  cool  and  gallant  conduct 
displayed  by  the  oflicers,  sailors,  and  marines  during  the  fight. 

Acting  Master  P.  J.  IJargous,  of  the  Shamrock,  who  volunteered  to 
act  as  my  executive  officer,  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  me  during  the 
engagement.    I  would  recommend  him  to  your  especial  notice. 

The  precaution  taken  by  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  C. 
Midhun  (in  charge  of  this  vessel's  engine)  to  meet  any  mishap  that 
might  have  occurred  to  her  boilers  and  engine,  merits  my  approbation; 
and  the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  whole  engineer  corps  performed 
its  duty  during  the  engagement  was  most  satisfactory  and  creditable 
to  it.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  this  vessel,  all  of  whom 
performed  their  several  duties  with  zeal  and  gallantry: 

Acting  Ensign  T.  G.  Hale,  commanding  first  division ;  Acting  Ensign 
J.  P.  Gallagher,  commanding  second  division;  Acting  Ensign  William 
H. McLean,  commandingthird  division  ;ActingMaster\sMateL.  A.Kent, 
commanding  fourth  division ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Stephen  A.  Abbott, 
commanding  fifth  division;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Franklin  Stedman, 
Paymaster's  Clerk  Robert  T.  Houston,  First  Assistant  Kngineer  Samuel 
C.  Midlam,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  Gtley,  Third  Assistants 
John  Keilley,  Albert  F.  Beyse,  and  Levi  W.  Lord;  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  G.  O.  Raynolds,  Pilot  John  Lewis. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition  expended  during  the  engage- 
ment, viz: 

100- pounder  Parrott : 

Solid  shot 1 

Percu8Bion  shoU 26 

15-8ecoiid  fuze,  naval  time 11 

15-8econd  luzo,  naval  time 10 

5  second  fuze,  naval  time 1* 

S-second  fuze,  shrapnel 2 

Dahl^reu  IX-inch: 

lO-second  fuz«  shell 1 

5-8econd  fuze  shell 6 

Koundn  grape 22 

RouudH  canister 5 

5-8ec'ond  sUrapnel 2 

24-pounder  Dahlgren,  smoothbore: 

5-8econ«l  fuze  shell 10 

5-second  shrapnel 10 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         19 

24-poimder  Dahlgren  ritle,  percassion  shell 39 

Plymoath  rifle  charges 3()0 

Carbine  charges 230 

Revolver  charges 248 

Boxes  primers 10 

Revolver  caps 260 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 
Lieutenant- Commander  J  Command  in  ff  U,  S,  8.  Otsego. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Cofndg,  Division  of  /Sound 8 ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  lieutenant-Commander  Kngliah,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  WyalaBing. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Off  Plymouth^  N.  C,  October  31, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  on  and  subsequent  capture  of  Plymouth : 

I  got  underway  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  took  the  position 
assigned  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle,  and  proceeded  up  the  lioanoke  in 
company  with  the  fleet  to  within  a  short  distance  of  obstructions  across 
the  river  abreast  of  the  Southfield,  Finding  it  impossible  to  pass  them, 
or  to  injure  the  enemy  at  that  distance,  after  throwing  a  few  shell  I 
retired,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  At  12:10  p.  m.  on  the  30th  1  again  got  underway  in  com- 
pany with  the  fleet,  stood  up  the  Middle  liiver,  and  when  abreast  of  the 
town  commenced  to  throw  shell  into  it  over  the  woods,  which  I  con- 
tinued so  doing  as  long  as  the  battery  could  be  brought  to  bear.  At 
5:20  1).  m.  anchored  in  line  in  the  lioanoke  about  2  miles  above  the 
town.  At  11  a.  m.  of  the  31st  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal 
from  the  flagship,  I  got  underway,  took  the  position  assigned  this 
vessel  in  line,  and  ])roceeded  down  toward  the  enemy's  forts  defending 
the  town.  We  opened  on  the  batteries  as  they  came  within  range  and 
for  a  few  minutes  the  action  was  most  spirited.  It  was  evident,  how- 
ever, that  nothing  could  long  stand  the  perfect  shower  that  was  being 
poured  into  their  works.  The  position  this  vessel  occupied  when  the 
enemy  deserted  the  forts  commanded  the  main  road  leading  to  Wash- 
ington, [N.  C],  and  as  they  took  this  road  I  continued  to  shell  them  in 
hopes,  if  possible,  to  more  thoroughly  disorganize  and  force  them  to 
throw  away  their  arms,  which  1  think  had  the  desired  effect,  from  the 
number  that  have  been  picked  up  since. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  casualties  of  any  kind  on 
board.  The  vessel  is  not  injured  in  any  manner,  and  is  in  as  good 
ti^^hting  condition  as  when  she  entered  the  engagement.  The  boats 
are  more  or  less  injured  from  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns.  The 
conduct  of  the  otticers  and  crew  was  most  praiseworthy,  and  where  all 
did  their  duty  I  can  not  specify  any  individually,  except  it  may  be 
Acting  Master  [William  R.]  Hathaway  and  Acting  Ensign  [L.  II.] 
Fossett,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  Fort  Williams,  one  of  their  strongest 
works,  where  they  captured  three  prisoners  and  planted  the  flag. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  not  refrain  from  mentioning  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  the  engine  was  worked,  under  the  supervision  of 
Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart,  throiij;^h  the  whole  engagement,  and 
likewise  on  the  day  previous,  while  passing  the  narrow  bends  in  Middle 
liiver. 
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Enclosed  I  send  the  gunner's  report  of  the  amount  of  ammunition 
expended  on  the  .'iOth  and  'Mst  of  October. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eaul  English, 
Lieu  tena  nt-  Commander, 
Commr    ^er  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina^  off  Plymouth^  N.  C. 

[Knclonurt^.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Off  Phimouth,  X.  C,  October  31^  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  amount  of  ammu- 
nition expended  by  this  vessel  on  the  *M)lh  and  31  st  of  October,  during 
the  shelling  of  Plymouth: 

Expenditnrt  on  (tctober  :W. 

lOO-pounder  rifle : 

lO-pound  charjgros •. 41 

Shell  (percuHsion) 20 

Shell  (time  fuze) 21 

12- pounder  ri tic: 

Shell  ( percussion ) 10 

1-poinid  (rhur^es 10 

Primers  ( percussion) 100 

Expenditure  on  (tctober  ,ti. 

100-poander  rifle : 

lO-pound  charges 59 

Shell  (percussion) 21 

Shell  (time  fuze) 39 

IX-inch  guns: 

10-pound  charges 118 

Shell 48 

Shrapnel 22 

(>rape  (stand) 28 

Canister 20 

24-pounder  howitzer: 

Shrapnel 27 

Shell 20 

Canister 9 

12-])ounder  howitzer: 

Shrapnel 27 

Shell 9 

Can  ister y 

12-pouii(ler  rifle: 

Shell  ( time  fuze) 30 

Shell  (percussion) 20 

Primers  ( percusnion ) 400 

Primers  { fri<;tion) 100 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Oarpentkk, 

Act  big  Gunner, 
Lieutenant-C^ommander  P^aul  English, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Wyalusing^  off  Plymouth^  X.  C, 


Additional  report  of  lieatenant-Commander  English,   U.   8.   Navy,   commanding  IT.  8.  8. 

Wyalusing. 

IT.  S.  GUNIIOAT  WvALrsiNG, 
Off  Plymouth y  [X.  C'.],  Xovemher  7,  JSfif, 
Sir  :  I  send  you  three  rebel  prisoners,  captnre<l  on  shore  by  my  cxec.u 
tive  officer.    One  is  the  payuiaster'M  steward  of  the  rebel  ram.    I  retain 
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one  other,  who  was  wounded  and  had  his  arm  amputated  on  board  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  yours,  truly,  Earl  Enc^lish, 

lAentenant-  Commander. 
Captain  Macomb. 

The  paymaster's  steward  thinks  there  were  all  of  3,500  men  \\\  the 
place  at  the  time  of  our  attack. 

E.  E. 


Report  of  lientonant-Commander  Tmxtim,  U.  8.  Navy,  oomxnandixig  U.  8.  8.  Tacony. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Plymouth^  N.  C,  November  i,  1864. 

Snt:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  signal  made  from  the  flag- 
ship at  10:35  a.  m.,  on  the31st  ultimo,  I  got  underway  and  took  position 
with  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle  astern  of  the  Otsego  (with  the  U.  S.  S. 
Whitehead  lashed  to  our  port  quarter),  being  the  fourth  vessel  in  line. 

Stood  slowly  down  the  lioanokeKiver  till  11:30  a.m.,  when  we  opened 
on  the  batteries  and  rifle  pits  surrounding  tbe  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C, 
with  our  starboard  battery,  which  consisted  of  two  Xl-inch,  three 
IX-inch  guns,  two  12-pounder  and  one  24-pounder  howitzers. 

Gon tinned  heavily  engaged  till  12:40  p.m.,  when  we  ceased  firing  by 
your  order. 

During  the  engagement  the  officers  manifested  the  most  commendable 
zeal,  wbUe  the  crew  distinguished  themselves  by  a  display  of  coolness, 
which,  considering  the  fact  th^t  it  was  the  first  time  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  them  had  ever  boen  under  fire,  was  truly  astonishing. 

1  am  happy  in  having  to  report  no  casualties — not  a  man  scratched. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  particular  mention  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  F.  W. 
Worstell,  who,  with  Martin  Howard  (landsman),  James  Tallentine 
(quarter  gunner),  Kobert  Graham  (landsman),  Henry  Brutche  (lauds- 
man),  landed  and  spiked  a  loaded  IX-iuch  gun  under  quite  a  sharp  lire 
of  musketry. 

After  anchoring  abreast  thewreck  of  the  rebel  ram  Alhemarlej  Aatiug 
Ensign  Eudolph  [S.]  Sommers,  raised  and  destroyed  two  torpedoes.  I 
also  have  on  board  one  brass  fieldpiece  and  three  copper  percussion 
torpedoes. 

One  shell  cut  away  the  port  fore-topmast  backstay  just  above  the  rail, 
and  a  second,  a  20-pounder  Parrott,  passed  through  the  foremast  about 
25  feet  above  the  deck ;  this,  with  some  shattering  of  the  starboard 
boats,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  our  guns,  constitutes  all  the 
damage  done  to  the  ship.  I  herewith  report  her  in  all  respects  ready 
for  immediate  service. 

The  engineers'  department,  under  its  very  efficient  chief.  First  Assist- 
ant Engineer  Thomas  M.  Dukehart,  performed  its  duties  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

In  conclusion,  I  deem  it  proper  to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice 
Acting  Master  Nathaniel  S.  Morgan,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel, 
who  has  at  all  times  so  ably  seconded  me  in  thedutiesof  my  command. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  gunner's  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commander  W.  U.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Sounds^  Flymouthy  N.  C. 
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[KncloHiirr.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Plymouth,  X.  €,,  November  i,  1864. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit  a  statement  of  shot,  shell,  etc., 
expended  on  the  Slst  ultimo,  during  the  engagement  before  Plymouth, 
N.C.,viz: 

5-8econd  Xl-inch  shell 19 

lO-second  XI  inch  Hhell  12 

ir>-8econ(l  Xl-iuch  shell 3 

Shrapnel,  Xl-inch 11 

Canister,  Xl-inch 8 

(i  rape,  XI- inch 14 

5-8econd  IX-inch  shell 24 

lO-secoml  IX-inch  shell 12 

Shrapnel,  IX  inrh 5 

Grape,  IX-inch 13 

Canister,  IX-inch 12 

24-poaD<ler  howitzer  canister 8 

24-pounder  howitzer  shrapnel 22 

12-ponnder  howitzer  canister 25 

12-pounder  howitzer  shrapnel 49 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOUERT  ('AMPBELL, 

Acting  Gunner, 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commandbuj  U,  S,  S,  Ta<*ony,  Plymouth ,  N,  C. 


Report  of  Aoting  Master  Josselyn,  IT.  8.  Navy,  ooxnmanding  IT.  8.  8.  Commodore  Hull. 

r.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull, 

Plymonthj  N,  C,  Xorembfr  i,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reiM)rt  the  part  taken  by  tliis  vessel  in  the 
operations  against  Plymouth  from  the  liOth  to  tlie  31st  of  October,  1864: 

On  Saturdny,  the  29th  ultimo,  I  ^ot  underway  at  11:.'U)  a.  m.,  and 
proceeded  slowly  up  the  Koanoke  Jiiver  in  advance  of  the  fleet.  I  came 
in  sight  of  the  batteries  on  Bateman's  Hill,  and  at  12:45  p.  in.  opened 
fire  on  them  at  a  distance  of  about  1  mile.  The  enemy  replied  from  four 
guns  of  heavy  caliber,  and  kept  up  a  rapid  tire.  I  continued  advancing 
and  firing  from  my  after  pivot  gun,  the  only  one  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  battery,  until  1  discovered  obstructions  in  the  river  just 
below  the  battery,  which  were  impassable  by  the  fleet.  I  immediately 
signaled  this  fact  to  you  and  received  orders  to  return  and  assist  the 
Shamrocl'  in  turning,  the  enemy  firing  until  out  of  range.  During  the 
time  I  was  abreast  Stewart's  Hill  I  discovered  a  body  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  in  the  woods  at  a  distance  of  about  600  yards,  which  1  dis- 
lodged by  opening  on  them  from  my  forward  pivot  gun  and  broadside 
howitzers.  This  vessel  was  not  struck  nor  injured  in  any  manner  by 
the  enemy  on  this  day,  though  many  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and 
very  near  her. 

I  retired  in  company  with  the  fleet,  and  came  to  anchor  at  my  old 
position  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  2:45  p.  m. 

On  Sunday,  the  30th  ultimo,  at  noon,  I  got  underway  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  following  the  Tacony^  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  up  the  Middle 
Hiver  to  a  i)oint  opposite  Plymouth.  Commenced  firing  on  the  town 
from  my  two  ))ivot  guns  at  2  o'clock  p.  m,,  at  an  elevation  of  2,640  yards, 
and  continued  my  fire  at  short  intervals  until  I  arrived  at  the  upper 
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beud  in  the  river,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  return  to  the  Thorough- 
faro  between  the  Middle  and  Eoanoke  rivers,  and  guard  that  point, 
which  I  did  during  the  night. 

On  Monday,  the  31at  ultimo,  the  tug  Belle  came  down  river  with  orders 
for  me  to  proceed  to  the  lioanoke  River  and  report  to  you,  which  I  did, 
and  was  then  ordered  to  go  down  the  river  and  recounoiter  the  obstruc- 
tions. 

At  this  time  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead,  came 
on  board  to  assist  in  finding  the  passage,  which  duty  he  performed  by 
going  ahead  of  the  ship  in  a  small  boat  and  dragging  for  torpedoes. 
No  torpedoes  being  found,  and  the  passage  between  the  piles  being  open, 
I  reported  the  same  to  the  flagship  by  signal  and  then  advanced,  fol 
lowed  by  the  fleet.  As  soon  as  we  sighted  the  batteries  above  the  town 
the  enemy  opened  fire  from  two  IXinch  guns,  and  some  light  artillery, 
which  was  replied  to  spiritedly  by  my  guns  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
brought  to  bear.  I  then  went  ahead  at  full  speed,  receiving  and  return- 
ing the  enemy's  fire  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  When  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy's  works  a  heavy  musketry  fire  was  poured  on  my 
men  by  infantry  in  rifle  pits  and  houses,  which  I  answered  in  the  same 
manner.  This  fire,  though  severe,  did  no  damage,  as  the  vessel  is  well 
protected  by  iron  plating. 

Before  passing  the  upper  battery  a  shell  from  a  IX-inch  gun  came  in 
over  the  starboard  bow,  killing  I  man  and  wounding  1  at  the  forward 
gun,  passed  through  the  berth  deck  and  wardroom,  cut  away  the  rail- 
ing around  the  after  hatch  and  killing  1  man,  mortally  wounding  2, 
and  3  slightly,  struck  the  after  pivot  gun  carriage,  where  it  lodged, 
disabling  it  for  a  time.  This  shell  fortunately  did  not  explode.  Another 
shell  passed  through  the  vessel,  raking  her  fore  and  aft,  but  without 
doing  any  damage,  except  to  the  officers'  rooms.  A  third,  in  passing 
over  the  hurricane  deck,  cut  away  the  guard  brace  from  the  forward 
king-post  on  the  port  side  and  knocked  out  the  bows  of  the  second 
cutter  and  the  stern  of  the  dingey. 

I  received  no  injury  from  the  lower  fort,  although  obliged  to  anchor 
for  a  time  when  in  range,  owing  to  a  derangement  of  the  rudder  chains, 
which,  however,  was  soon  remedied. 

Ceased  firing  at  13  o'clock  m.  The  upper  works  of  this  vessel  are 
considerably  shattered  by  shot  and  her  frame  much  racked  by  the  con- 
stant firing  and  by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine  on  shore,  which  blew 
up  just  after  she  passed  it.  The  decks  need  calking  badly.  I  have 
already  forwarded  you  the  engineer's  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
boiler  and  machinery.  The  carriage  of  the  after  pivot  gun  needs  to  be 
replaced,  as  it  can  not  be  used  to  any  great  extent  as  it  is. 

The  officers  and  crew  did  their  whole  duty,  and  the  guns  were  served 
with  great  rapidity  and  ]>recision. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett,  of  the 
Whitehead,  for  services  rendered.  He  was  on  board  during  the  whole 
engagement. 

I  would  particularly  mention  Acting  Master  John  O.  Johnson,  my 
executive  officer,  for  his  bravery  and  coolness  under  fire. 

The  powder  division  was  in  charge  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
Jona.  Ghapjnan,  and  was  prompt  and  efficient. 

Among  the  crew  I  respectfully  call  to  your  notice  Patrick  Colbert, 
coxswain,  captain  of  the  forward  pivot  gun.  His  conduct  was  admi- 
rable, and  though  painfully  wounded  by  a  shell  which  killed  a  man  at 
his  side,  he  did  not  leave  his  post  until  the  end  of  the  action,  and 
api>eared  as  cool  as  if  at  mere  target  practice. 
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No  surgeon  being  on  board  the  ship,  I  enclose  report  of  Acting  Assist- 
ant Snrgoon  George  Hopkins,  of  the  Tacany^  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Also  report  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Josselyn, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  CT.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[EncloearM.] 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  Commodore  Hull  during  the  engagement  at  Plymouth, 
N.O.,  October  31,  1864: 

Killed. — Henry  Schroder,  landsman,  right  arm  shot  oft'.  Turner 
Latham,  landsman,  head  shot  oft*.  Hugh  McMarony,  coxswain,  shot  in 
head.  John  Swaddle,  landsman,  extensive  wound  of  thorax  and  right 
arm. 

Wounded. — Patrick  Colbert,  coxswain,  slightly.    John  Meadows,  sea- 
man, slight.    James  Saterwaite,  landsman,  left  knee,  serious. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Hopkins, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  U.  S,  8,  Taeony. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  in  District  of  the  Sounds. 


IJ.  S.  8.  Commodore  Hull, 
Of  Phjmouth,  N.  C\,  November  7,  1S(;4. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  again  to  the  condition  of  the 
machinery  of  this  vessel.    During  the  action  of  yesterday  the  stay  to 
the  kingpost  and  guard  on  the  port  side  was  shot  away,  causing  the 
outboard  bearing  to  sink  down.     It  will  be  impossible  to  work  the 
engine  for  any  length  of  time,  it  being  out  of  line  before,  and  this  damage 
will  make  it  much  more  so. 
Very  respectfully, 

Alex.  C.  Stuart, 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engines,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Engineer. 

F.  Josselyn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Acting  Master j  Commanding, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Barrett,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Whitehead. 

U.  S.  8.  Wiiiteuead, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  2, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
October  I  left  New  Berne  with  masters'  and  engineers'  stores  on  board 
for  the  naval  vessels  in  Albemarle  Sound.  I  arrived  on  the  30th  instant, 
at  G:30  p.  m.,  off  the  mouth  of  Boanoke  lliver,  and  there  learned  that 
the  fleet  had  proceeded  up  Middle  River.  It  being  then  too  dark  to 
find  the  channel.  I  came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  I  got  underway  the 
following  morning  (Slst)  and  proceeded  up  Middle  River,  entering  the 
Roanoke  above  Warren  Neck  at  9:30  a.  m.,  where  I  found  the  fleet 
under  your  command  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
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After  reporting,  1  proceeded,  by  your  request,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Commodore  Hull  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  the  fleet  through  the  obstruc- 
tions to  Plymouth,  and  remained  on  board  of  her  during  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  at  this  place. 

For  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  engagement,  I  will  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  executive  officer  herewith  enclosed. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Barrett, 
Acting  Mastery  Gommanding. 
Commander  Wm.  II.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Soundft. 

[KncI(»Nuro.J 

U.  S.  8.  Whitehead, 
Off  Plymouth,  X.  C,  November  ^,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reiK)rt  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  the  31st  of  October  at  this  place, 
during  the  time  which  you  were  absent  from  this  vessel  on  special  duty : 
In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  alongside  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tacony  and  made  fast  to  her  port  quarter,  she  being  the  fourth  vessel 
in  the  line,  and  in  that  position  remained  during  the  passage  through 
the  obstructions  at  Warren  Neck  and  until  nearly  abreast  of  the  town. 
At  11 :  50  a.  m.  we  cut  adrift  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Tacony,  steamed  ahead 
of  her,  and  opened  fire  with  the  starboard  howitzer,  using  shrapnel  and 
canister.    Ceased  firing  at  1  p.  m.,  the  enemy  being  completely  routed 
and  driven  from  his  forts  and  intrenchments  and  in  full  retreat  in  the 
rear  of  the  town. 

Being  unable,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  any  prominent  part 
in  the  action,  no  particular  merit  can  be  ascribed  to  any  person  on  board, 
though  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  the  oflficers  and  crew  behaved 
with  their  customary  gallantry  and  coolness. 
Expended  18  rounds  of  shrapnel  and  15  rounds  of  canister. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  E.  Quayle, 
Acting  Ma^ter^s  Mate  and  Executive  Officer, 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett, 

Commanding  U,  8.  S.  Whitefiead. 


General  order  from  Comxnaiider  Maoomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  gallant  oondnot  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  command. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
General  Order.]  Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  6*,  1864. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  the  Sounds  wishes  to 
express  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  vessels  under  his  command  his 
thanks  for  their  gallant  and  intelligent  conduct  during  the  lute  engage- 
ment, while  congratulating  them  on  their  victory  over  the  enemies  of 
their  country,  and  he  feels  confident  that  their  future  behavior  will  be 
characterized  by  the  same  bravery  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders  by 
which  it  has  heretofore  been  distinguished. 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdg,  THstriot  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommending 

his  action. 

Hampton  Eoads,  November  h^  Idfii. 
Sir:  I  have  received  rebel  accounts  of  tlie  capture  of  Ply  month  by 
your  command.  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful."  Now,  do  not  wait 
for  orders  when  there  is  a  blow  to  be  struck.  I  want  you  at  once  to 
dismount  every  gun  in  the  enemy^s  works  and  send  them  here.  Do 
not  keep  one  on  shore.  We  will  then  be  able  to  hold  Plymouth  with 
the  gunboats;  while  a  gun  is  on  shore  there  is  doubt.  Keep  up  the 
strictest  discipline,  allow  no  one  on  shore  away  from  the  guns  of  the 
ship,  no  boats  away,  except  as  pickets  aft^r  dark,  and  take  all  precau- 
tions against  torpedoes  and  rams.  See  if  the  ram  Albemarle  can  be 
raised,  and  tell  me  what  is  wanted.  There  is  a  ran)  building  at  Halifax, 
up  the  Chowan  [Roanoke]  River.  Can  not  you  get  up  there?  Let  me 
know  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  sounds,  all  the  places  the  enemy  hold, 
etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdy,  Division  of  the  Sounds^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


[Tolw^raiii.; 

Fortress  Monroe,  November  .<>,  1864. 

(Received  2:30  p.  m.) 
The  following  has  just  been  received  from  General  Palmer,  in  a  letter 
to  the  ciuarternjaster  at  Fortress  Monroe: 

Hatticras  Inlkt,  Xovember  5,  18G4, 
Just  returned  from  Plynioutb,  which  in  a  mass  of  ruins.     Gushing  hus  done  a  power- 
ful thins;.    All  our  guns  were  recaptured  and  some  otherH   besides.     Shall   hold 
Plymouth  until  I  hear  from  General  Butler. 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
II(m.  Gideon  Wellks, 

tSecrctary  of  the  Navy. 


Ooneral  order  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  Lieutenant  Cuihing 
and  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy. 

General  Orders,  )    North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  47.  )  Flagship  Malvern ,  November  7.5, 1861. 

On  the  31st  of  October  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  was  captured 
by  the  following  gunboats  of  this  scjuadron :  Shamrock^  Otsego,  Ta^cony, 
Wyalnsing,  Commodore  Huklj  Whiteheadj  Belle,  and  Bazely,  under  the 
command  of  Commander  Macomb. 

The  capture  of  this  place  is  another  result  of  the  gallantry  of  Lieu- 
tenant Cashing,  for  while  the  ram  Albemarle  laid  there  and  apparently 
guarded  the  place,  an  attack  was  not  considered  judicious  and  was 
never  attempted.  When  the  ram  was  disposed  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, Commander  Macomb,  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  which 
example  is  worthy  of  always  being  followed,  pushed  ahead,  and  after  a 
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gallant  and  extremely  wellcondacted  fight,  captared  the  town  of 
Plymouth  and  all  its  defenses,  theu  consisting  of  22  cannon,  200  stand 
of  arms,  37  prisoners,  and  all  the  enemy's  flags. 

All  this  speaks  well  for  the  conduct  of  those  engaged  in  this  gallant 
afifair,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  all  who  participated  in  it. 

I  hope  it  is  but  the  beginning  of  our  good  fortune,  and  trust  that  it 
may  stimulate  the  officers  and  men  of  this  fleet  to  put  forth  all  their 
exertions  when  an  occasion  may  offer  to  join  In  battle  for  their  country. 

David  D.  Pobtbr, 
Rear 'Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Letter  of  oommendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Macomb,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

Navy  Dbpabtment,  November  20^  18f»4. 

Sib:  I  have  received  your  gratifying  rejwrt  of  the  1st  instant, 
announcing  the  capture,  on  the  day  previous,  of  the  town  of  Ply- 
mouth, N.  C,  with  its  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  by  a  portion  of 
the  naval  force  under  your  command. 

The  Department  is  pleased  at  the  promptness  with  which  you  availed 
yourself  of  the  advantages  oflfered  by  the  destruction  of  the  ram 
Albemarle  J  and  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  all  in  the  assault  and 
capture  of  the  batteries  at  Plymouth.  The  aii'air  appears  to  have  been 
executed  in  a  most  creditable  manner,,  and  the  Department  improves 
the  occasion  to  express  its  thanks  to  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command  for  the  important  services  rendered  on  the 
occasion. 

You  will  be  recommended  to  the  President  for  advancement  of  ten 
numbers  in  your  grade. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Senior  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statei  to  the  United  States  Senate  recommending  the 
advancement  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  distinguished  conduct. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of 
2lst  April,  1804,  which  enacts  '*  that  any  officer  in  the  naval  service,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced  not 
exceeding  thirty  numbers,  in  his  own  grade,  for  distinguished  conduct  in 
battle  or  extraordinary  heroism,"  1  recommend  Commander  William  H. 
Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  advancement  in  his  grade  ten  numbers,  to 
take  rank  next  aft'Cr  Commander  William  Ronckendorff,  for  distin- 
guished conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  with 
its  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  on  the  31st  October,  1864,  by  a 
portion  of  tjie  naval  division  under  his  command.  The  affair  was 
executed  in  a  most  creditable  manner. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Washington  City,  December  5^  1864. 
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[Telefrram.l 

Hampton  Roads,  October  30^  1864. 
The  Monadnock  has  arrived  safe. 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Attsistant  {Secretary  of  the  Xavpy  Washington. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commands  XichoUj  U^  8. 
Navy  regarding  the  deepening  of  the  channel  in  the  James  River. 

Hamilton  Roads,  Vhuunia,  October  30, 1864. 

Sib:  Y^our  letter  has  been  receive<l  in  rehition  to  the  channel  I  wish 
blown  out.  There  is  a  bar,  I  am  informed,  some  200  or  3(M)  feet 
in  width,  which  ('aptain  Smith  thought  eoald  be  blown  out,  and 
enable  all  the  monitois  drawing  !.*{  feet  to  pass  over,  which  they  can 
not  do  now.  Captain  Smith  had  the  charts  and  descriptions  and 
should  have  left  them  with  you.  Mr.  [C.  II. |  Cushman,  of  the  Onon- 
daga^ can  tell  you  all  about  it,  as  he  heard  the  matter  discussed.  He 
knows  the  parties  who  were  employed  in  the  blowing  up  business, 
and  you  must  get  them,  calling  on  the  ordnance  officer  for  whatever 
IHiwder  you  may  recpiire. 

If  1  can  get  this  channel  dcHM>ened  sufficiently,  1  will  go  up  to  Rich- 
mond when  I  get  bjwjk  here,  an<l  I  wish  you  to  exert  yourself  to  the 
utmost  to  have  it  done.  (Jet  whatever  you  want,  and  do  not  wait  for 
orders. 

I  noticed  when  last  up  the  river  that  the  rebels  were  constructing 
some  earthworks  above  the  point  in  very  easy  range  of  your  guns. 
Complaints  have  been  made  that  the  James  River  fleet  do  not  fire  their 
guns  enough  in  the  <lire<ti<m  of  the  enemy.  It  is  your  duty  to  annoy 
them  all  you  can,  and  not  let  the  army  say  that  they  do  all  the  work. 

By  looking  over  the  instructions  I  left  Captain  Smith,  you  will  see 
that  I  directed  him  to  attend  to  this  last  matter.  You  can  direct  the 
lire  from  all  the  guns  beautifully  by  signal  from  the  top  of  the  hill 
near  the  lookout.  I  saw  some  effective  shots  from  the  monitors  when 
last  up. 

You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time  wliat  you  are  doing. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porteb, 
Kear'Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  Edwabd  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Offi^^er  in  James  Hirer,  U.  S.  *S.  Mendota. 


Report  of  Captain  Olisson^  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  chami  of  a  blockade 


runner 


U.  8.  S.  Santiago  db  Cuba, 

At  Sea,  October  30 j  1864. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  30th  October,  1864,  at 
1  J),  m.,  in  the  latitude  32o  16'  N.,  longitude  76o  32'  W.,  discovered  a 
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steamer  bearing  K.  N.  E.  Stood  for  her  under  a  fall  head  of  steam,  and 
at  the  same  moment  discovered  black  smoke  in  the  same  direction,  the 
U.S.S.itfottwt  Vernaniu  company  at  this  time.  At  1  :ir>p.  m.  exchanged 
numbers  with  the  U,  S,  S.  Trifttram  Shandy  in  chase  of  the  same  vessel, 
the  chase  heading  about  S.  E.  by  E.,  we  edging  away  for  the  chase  so  as 
to  keep  her  four  points  on  our  port  bow.  At  1 :40  p.  m.  discovered 
another  large  steamer  in  chase  of  the  same  vessel.  At  1:50  p.  m. 
t'xcbanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  on  our  port  quarter. 
At  3  p.  m.  the  chase  ahead  of  the  Santiago  de  Gubay  about  6  or  7  miles 
off,  the  Vanderbilt  still  on  our  port  quarter,  coming  up  slowly,  Mount 
Vernon  on  our  starboard  quarter,  dropping  astern  very  fast,  the  U.  8.  S. 
Tristram  Shandy^  under  our  stern,  dro])ping  slowly,  we  holding  our  own 
with  the  chase.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  ranged  up  on  our 
port  beam  about  1.  mile  off,  where  we  held  our  own  with  her  until  5 
]).  m.,  when  she  ranged  about  half  her  length  ahead  of  us.  At  5 :  30  p.  m. 
the  chase  dropping  the  Vanderbilt  and  Santiago  de  Cuba^  we  logging 
14  miles  per  hour,  log  line  52  feet  to  the  knot,  and  a  28second  glass.* 
At  7  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  chase,  but  stood  on  the  same  course  S.  E.  ^ 
S.  until  8  p.  m.,  the  Vanderbilt  in  sight  on  our  port  beam,  half  a  mile 
distant.  Not  seeing  anything  of  the  chase,  wore  ship  and  stood  to  the 
northward  and  westward;  latitude  at  this  time  31  o  34'  N.,  longitude 
750  08'  W.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  diagram  of  the  chase,  marked 
No.  1. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atl4intic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  October  31, 1864. 
Proceed  with  the  Ticonderoga  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  0.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  Philadelphia. 


[Telogram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  31, 1864. 
Order  the  Sassacus  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na^y. 
Commander  Reed  Werden, 

Commandant  (pro  tem.)  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 

•This  gives  a  correct  speed  of  15.4  kuots  per  hour.— Com pilkrs. 
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Report  of  Captain  QliSHon^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  chane  of  a  blockade 
runner  supposed  to  he  the  steamer  Falcon. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea  J  October  31,  ISdi. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  31st 
October,  18f;4,  at  G:20  a.  m.,  in  the  latitnde  32^  20'  N.,  longitude  77o  14' 
W.,  discovered  a  vessel  bearing  S.  S.  W.;  kept  away  for  her  at  full 
speed.  At  r»:5()  a.  m.  made  her  out  to  be  a  blockade  runner,  burning 
black  smoke,  we  edging  away  to  the  southward  so  as  to  cut  off.  At 
this  time  discovered  two  other  vessels  in  chase  of  this  blockader,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  Mount  Vernon.  At  9:30  a.  ni. 
the  Movnt  Vernon  gave  up  the  chase,  and  at  10  a.  m.  the  Tristram 
Shandy  gave  up.  The  chase  was  a  three  piped,  side-wheel  steamer  and 
very  fast,  supposed  to  have  been  the  Falcon,  which,  on  her  trial  trip, 
made  21  miles  per  hour.  At  meridian  the  chase  dropping  us  very  fast. 
At  5  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  black  smoke  in  the  latitude  30^  34'  N.,  lon- 
gitude 770  20'  W.  When  last  seen  was  heading  S.  S.  E.,  the  weather 
clear  and  a  smooth  sea.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  diagram  of  the  chase, 
marked  No.  2. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  (iLISSON, 
Captain,  T.  S.  Xavy. 
Uear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  0/  Acting  Master  I  fall,  T.  S.  Nacy,  regarding  a  scouting  ejppeditiofi 

in  New  Inlet. 

U,  8.  S.  Kansas, 
Off  New  Inlet ^  North  Carolina,  October  31,  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  instant,  I  went  on  board 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Niphon,  and  at  5  p.  ni.  she  got  underway  and  stood  in 
toward  the  bar.  At  7,  she  then  being  in  5  fathoms  of  water.  Mound 
light  bearing  VV.  by  N.  i  N.,  I  left  her  in  a  small  boat  with  two  men. 
I  crossed  Caroline  Shoal  in  (>  feet  of  water,  and  tlien  stood  in  for  the 
Mound.  When  within  200  yards  of  it  1  turned  toward  the  range  lights, 
got  soundings  on  the  northern  rip  in  5  feet,  then  turned  and  pulletl 
down  past  the  Mound;  saw  several  men  about  the  Mound,  and  two  men, 
api)arently  pickets  on  the  beach ;  took  soundings  in  the  channel  varying 
from  11  to  13  feet.  1  then  drifted  back  in  the  channel;  saw  no  move 
ment  of  the  enemy  on  the  water,  neither  could  I  find  any  obstructions, 
and  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  channel  is  clear  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Mound  for  a  considerable  distance  above  and  below  it.  I  tlien  stood 
out  for  wreck  of  the  ^«fer,  passed  in,  and  soon  saw  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Niphon; 
at  0  arrived  alongside  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Hall, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  1*.  (J.  WATMorcfH, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Annie j  ofNetc  Inlet j  North  Carolina, 

October  31, 1864. 

Bcport  of  BaftT^Adminl  Porter,  V.  8.  Kavy,  tnmtmittiiig  papon. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  a,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  following  ])a|>er8  relat- 
ing to  the  capture  on  the  Slat  October  of  the  British  blockade-running 
steamer  Annie,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina: 

1.  Keportfroni  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough, commanding  Kan- 
sas, of  the  capture,  and  enclosing  a  report*  of  a  scout  over  the  bar  by 
Acting  Master  Samuel  Hall,  October  31, 1864. 

2.  Report  of  Acting  Master  [Edmund]  Kemble,  Niphon,  November  1, 
18C4. 

3.  Eeportof  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  |J.  W.)  Balch,  llowquah, 
November  1, 1864. 

4.  Beportof  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  | Frank)  Smith,  Alabama, 
November  1, 1864. 

5.  Beport  of  Acting  Master  I  Henry  I  Arey,  Wilderness,  November  1, 
1864. 

Also  prize  lists  of  the  Kansas  ^uA  Niphon,  claiming  to  share  in  the 
capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieateiuuit-Oommander  Watmoaghf  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  B.  Kaniai. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
OffNeio  Inlet,  November  1,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British 
blockade  runner  Annie  last  evening  at  about  7.30  p.  m.,  within  3  miles 
of  the  bar,  by  the  Wilderness  and  Niphon. 

She  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton  (some  500  bales),  a  lot  of  tobacco 
and  turpentine.  Her  papers  were  all  captured,  showing  that  $50,000 
in  gold  had  been  shipped  in  her;  also  a  lot  of  Confederate  bonds.  The 
gold  and  bonds  were  thrown  overboard  after  the  Annie  had  stopped, 
and  in  view  of  Acting  Master  Arey,  commanding  the  Wilderness,  who 
endeavored,  by  firing  a  rifle,  to  prevent  it.  It  was  in  G  fatliomH  of  water 
and  bearings  doubtful. 

The  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Annie  I  send  by  the  Niphon  to  Beau- 
fort.   A  list  will  be  forwarded. 

In  my  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo  I  informed  you  of  the 
intention  to  send  in  a  scout  to  search  the  bar  and  channel  inside  for 
obstructions.  It  was  accomplished  the  same  evening  before  0  p.  in. 
and  no  sign  of  obstructions  found.  Accompanying  you  will  find  the 
report  of  Acting  Master  Hall,  the  executive  of  this  vessel,  who  went  on 
the  scout.  That  same  night  at  about  2  a.  m.  the  Niphon  discovered  a 
vessel  attempting  to  run  out,  as  they  supposed,  and  headed  her  back. 

*See  preceding  report. 
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It  now  ap])ears  to  have  been  lAttle  Ifaiiie  or  Gertrude^  l)oth  of  which 
the  Annif^H  crew  report  as  liavinjr  gone  in  that  night.  They  were  in 
sight  on  the  river  at  daylight — both  side- wheelers. 

The  cjiptain  of  the  Annie  reports  the  TalluhoMsee  and  Edith^  her  con- 
sort, as  liaving  gone  out  on  the  west  side  hist  Friday  week.  The  117/- 
(IvrnesH  and  Niplion  both  failed  to  (ire  rockets  in  direction  of  chase,  as 
directed,  but  as  the  vessels  were  all  in  sight  I  was  able  to  get  seaward 
of  them  and  head  them  [o1l'|.  This  was  particularly  culpable  under  the 
circumstancc*s,  as  the  two  side-wheel  steamers  who  had  been  in  her 
company  in  the*  river,  and  whose  movements  were  suspicious — one  with 
a  rebel  flag  at  her  peak  and  apparently  a  large  number  of  men  on  her 
deck  in  dark  clothing,  as  wjis  also  the  case  with  the  Annie — ^had  put  us 
on  our  guard  for  a  break  of  privateers. 

There  was  great  delay  in  answering  my  challenges,  and  for  a  time  I 
was  susj)icious  of  the  cliara<*ler  of  the  vessels,  apparently  formed  in  a 
line,  the  center  one  with  a  red  light  at  her  peak.  I  will  take  such  means 
as  are  in  my  power  to  recover  the  gold  and  mail  bag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant- Commander  J  Senior  Officer  Prenent. 

Kear-Admiriil  David  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  /iltrnkadinff  Squadron. 


Letter  from  lieatenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  jud£:e  of  the  U.  8.  district 

court,  Boston,  Mase. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
OffXrir  Inlet,  Noremlxr  i,  186 i. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  to  support  our 
claim  for  a  share  in  the  prize  st<»amer  Annie^  captured  by  the  U.  8.  tug 
^yildernvH8  and  IT.  S.  S.  Siphon.  Last  evening  (October  31)  at  7: 15  p. 
m.,  the  WilderncHM  plain  in  sight  on  the  bar  station,  about  IJ  miles  W. 
S.  W.  of  this  vessel,  a  Hash  of  a  gun  was  seen  and  the  report  lieard, 
immediately  followed  by  several  others  from  the  shore  batteries  and 
the  Wildvrnefftty  and  it  was  supi>osed  the  Siphon,  in  chase.  This  ves- 
sel was  imnie<liately  headed  to  the  8.  S.  W.,  fires  sprea<l,  engines 
started  at  full  speed,  and  ship  cleared  for  action.  Two  of  the  vessels 
were  kept  in  plain  sight  on  our  starboard  bow.  They  were  standing 
apparently  to  the  8.  E.,  and  we  calculated  to  cut  off  the  chase.  In  a 
very  few  moments  a  third  vessel  was  discovered  forming  a  line  appar- 
ently with  the  other  two,  and  plainly  seen  by  myself,  the  executive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  and  the  chief  engineer.  As  the  WilderncHs  and 
the  Niphon  had  both  failed  to  observe  the  orders  to  tire  rockets  in 
direction  <»f  the  chase,  my  suspicions  were  excited  by  this  array,  owing 
to  the  fiw.'t  that  during  the  forenoon  of  the  day  the  Annie  had  been 
very  plain  in  sight  in  the  river,  accompanied  by  two  side  wheel  steam- 
ers, one  having  the  rebel  Hag  at  her  peak,  the  other  an  English  ensign ; 
the  former,  together  with  the  Annie,  bad  a  large  number  of  men  in 
dark  cJothing  exi)osed  to  our  view,  and  we  were  not  sure  but  that  they 
were  intended  as  privateers.  We  approached  these  vessels  cautiously, 
keeping  across  their  way,  and  challenged  twice  without  rec<»iving  an 
answer.  The  center  vessel  had  a  red  light  up,  which  was  altogether 
irregular  and  no  recognized  signal.  Our  battery  was  trained  u])on 
them,  and  orders  given  to  lire  the  pivot  gun  to  the  left  of  them  as  a 
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challenge.  This  was  unattended  to,  except  by  irregular  lights  on  one 
of  the  vessels.  At  this  time  made  a  vessel  on  oar  port  bow,  (*.halleuged 
her,  and  immediately  it  was  answered.  It  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
Alabama,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  this  vessel  with  battery  bearing  on 
the  strange  vessels.  We  approached  them  and  renewed  our  cballenges 
with  lights,  which  were  at  last  returned  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner. 
We  then  hailed  and  discovered  that  tbey  were  the  WildernesSj  Niphon, 
and  the  prize  steamer  Annie;  ordering  the  Niphon  back  to  her  bar  sta 
tion,  and  the  prize  and  Wilderness  to  our  day  station  for  the  night,  and 
resumed  our  beat.  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  had  elapsed  from 
the  flirst  gun  to  the  time  we  spoke  them,  part  of  which  time  had  been 
consumed  in  maneuvering  to  approach  them.  At  no  time  were  they 
more  than  1^  miles  from  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Hon.  Judge  JPeleg]  Spbague, 

U.  S.  District  Courtj  Boston,  Mass. 


Beport  of  Aotmg  Maftor  Xeinble,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommuiding  U.  8.  8.  Hiphon. 

U.  S.  8.  Niphon, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  1, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer 
Annie,  while  running  the  blockade  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wilderness 
and  Niphon  at  7 :  45  last  evening.  Cargo,  500  bales  cotton  and  30  tons 
tobacco;  is  a  double  propeller;  has  one  smokestack  and  two  masts; 
is  said  to  steam  13^  knots.  She  was  first  discovered  by  this  vessel 
coming  out  of  New  Inlet,  standing  to  the  southward,  at  7:15  p.  m. 
Niphon  on  No.  1  station  in  4  fathoms  water,  Mound  light  bearing  W.  i  N. 
Saw  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness  at  the  W.  N.  W.  of  us  inshore;  gave  chase  and 
opened  fire  upon  steamer,  keeping  her  on  my  starboard  beam,  the 
steamer  Wilderness  chasing  astern  and  gaining  swiftly  upon  her,  at  the 
same  time  using  our  battery  freely  upon  steamer.  At  7 :  40  the  Annie 
surrendered;  at  7 :  45  was  boarded  by  the  boats  from  the  Wilderness;  at 
7:55  was  boarded  by  boats  from  this  vessel,  taking  the  oflScers,  crew, 
and  passengers  on  board  the  Niphon.  Acting  Master  H.  Arey,  com- 
manding steamer  Wilderness,  coming  on  board  and  taking  charge,  I 
returned  on  board  ship  and  proceeded  back  to  my  station  on  the  bar,  at 
which  nothing  more  was  seen  to  pass  out  or  in  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night.  The  forts  on  shore  fired  several  shots  at  the  vessels. 
Shortly  atter  was  hailed  by  the  Wilderness,  saying  she  had  been  hit, 
and  would  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  day  station.  I  would  also  state  that 
with  permission  of  senior  officer  present  I  sent  a  launch  with  howitzer, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  N.  Semon,  into  the  mouth  of  the  channel 
after  dark,  from  which  the  Annie  received  two  shots  as  she  passed. 
Before  and  for  some  time  after  the  capture,  no  other  vessels  were  in 
sight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Eemble, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sffuadron^  Flagship  Malvern. 

N  w  B— VOL  II :^ 
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Report  of  Aeting  Voliintoer  liontoiuuit  Baloh,  U.  8.  Havy,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Howqnali. 

U.  S.  S.  HOWQUAH, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  November  i,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  night  of  October  31,  while  standing  in  on  oar  station  at  7 
p.  m.,  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Caswell.  At  7 :  05  p.  m., 
the  Mound  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  Wilderness  8.  by  E.,  ship  in  3^  fathoms 
of  water,  heading  N.  N.  W.,  saw  a  blockade  ranner  coming  out  over 
the  bar,  bearing  S.  by  W.  Put  the  helm  to  port  and  started  ahead  full 
speed;  called  all  hands  to  (juarters;  I  did  not  have  room  to  go  round 
with  the  helm  to  starboard.  At  7 :  10  Wilderness  opened  fire  on  strange 
vessel.  At  the  same  time  Fort  Fisher  and  the  water  batteries  com- 
menced firing,  their  shells  going  well  over  us. 

As  soon  as  we  got  round  so  that  our  guns  would  bear,  could  not  fire, 
as  the  Wilderness  and  strange  vessel  were  in  line  and  close  together, 
standing  S.  8.  E.  At  7:  25  the  Wilderness  and  strange  vessel  together, 
bearing  8.  8,  E.  Niphon  8,  i  W.,  Kansas  E.  i  8.,  Mound  N,  W.  by  W. 
At  7 :  30  the  blockade  runner,  WildemesSy  Niphon^  and  Kansas  were  in 
plain  sight  with  the  same  bearing.  Saw  a  white  light;  immediately 
after  a  red  light  was  shown  from  the  Wilderness  and  kept  burning. 
After  seeing  the  red  light,  slowed  down  and  stood  in  for  our  station. 
At  8  p.  m.  on  our  station  in  4  fathoms  of  water.  At  9  p.  m.  Kansas 
Hi>oke  us;  learned  the  vessel  we  saw  captured  by  the  Wilderness  was 
the  blockade  runner  Annie, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 
Acting  Volunteer  lAeutenant,  Commanding  V,  tL  S,  Howquah. 

Kear- Admiral  David  1).  Portkr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squndron. 


Report  of  AoUng  Volnntoor  Lieatonant  Smith,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Alabama. 

U.  2S.  8.  Alajiama, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina^  November  i,  180 L 
8iK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
senior  officer  present,  last  evening  I  equipped  and  dispatched  the  ship's 
launch,  with  a  howitzer,  an  officer,  and  8  men  belonging  to  this  ship  to 
the  U.  8.  8.  Niphon,  she  to  furnish  an  oflicer  to  command  and  additional 
men  to  make  up  the  crew.  At  dusk  the  Niphon  towed  the  launch  in 
toward  the  bar  and  ordered  it  on  picket  duty  in  the  channel  on  the  bar. 
The  Alabama  took  her  station  on  the  outHJde  line,  in  from  6  to  7  fathoms 
water,  between  the  Mound  light  and  Smith's  Island.  About  7 :30  p.  m., 
as  we  were  standing  to  the  northward,  the  picket  boat  on  the  bar  bear- 
ing N.  W.  by  N.,  2  miles  distant,  was  observed  to  fire  the  howitzer  twice, 
in  as  quick  succession  as  they  could  load  and  repeat.  1  promptly  beat 
to  quarters  and  ordered  fires  spread  and  prepared  for  action  or  chase. 
Very  soon  the  bar  tenders  began  firing  and  approaching  as  if  in  chase, 
but  sending  up  no  rockets.  When  the  firing  ceased,  I  inferred  they 
had  intercepted  and  captured  a  blockade  runner.  As  I  proceeded  to 
the  northward,  I  soon  met  the  senior  officer  present  in  the  U.  8.  8. 
Kansas,  he  coming  within  hail  and  ordering  me  to  man  the  starboard 
battery  and  follow  him  in.  We  soon  after  met  the  steamers  Wilderness 
and  Niphon,  bringing  out  the  steamer  Annie,  which  they  had  just  cap 
tured  in  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.    The  Annie  was  sent  with  a 
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prize  crew  to  anchor  on  the  day  station,  and  the  blockaders  were 
onlered  to  resume  tlieir  i)08ta.  By  8:30  p.  ni.  1  had  resanied  niy  sta- 
tion, but  nothing  further  transpired  during  the  niglit  under  our  obser- 
vation worth  noting. 

The  Alabamans  prize  lists  in  duplicate  are  being  prepared  to  accom- 
pany this  re]K)rt.  The  following  United  States  vessels  were  present 
and  all  within  range  of  the  prize  when  captured : 

The  KansaSj  Alabama^  Hotcquahj  Niplum^  and  Wildemesn;  no  other 
vessels  were  within  signal  distance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  Smith, 
Acting  Volunteer  lAeutenani^  Commanding, 

Hon.  (iiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaHhingtoHj  I).  C, 


Beport  of  ActLng  Matter  Arey,  U.  8.  Havy,  oojunanding  U.  8.  8.  WUdemMi. 

U.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 
Of  Wilmiugtonj  X.  C,  November  i,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer 
Annie,  while  running  the  blockade  from  New  Inlet,  by  the  U.  S. 
steamers  WildernesH  and  Niphon,  at  7:45  p.  ni.,  Mound  light  bearing 
N.  by  W.  and  Bald  Head  light  W.  S.  W,  J  W.,  in  44  fathoms  of  water. 
At  the  time  of  the  capture  1  saw  no  vessels  but  Siphon  and  Wilder- 
n€8H;  others  might  have  been  in  sight.  She  received  thirteen  shots  from 
the  WildtrnesH  and  Niphon  before  she  surrendered.  The  WildemesB 
overtook  her  after  a  chase  of  ten  minutes,  going  at  the  rate  of  IC  miles 
an  hour,  and  she  going  12.  Tlie  Annie  is  a  fine  steamer,  with  two  pro- 
pellers, one  smokestack,  and  is  schooner  rigged.  She  is  said  to  make 
13J  knots  an  hour.  Besides  her  officers  and  crew  she  had  on  board 
eleven  passengers,  among  them  a  Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  daughter,  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence.  They  have  been  turned  over  to  Acting  Mas- 
ter Kemble,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niplion.  While  the  prisoners  were 
being  transferred  to  the  Niphon  Fort  Fisher  commenced  firing  on  us, 
and  the  WildernenH  was  struck  by  a  shell,  apparently  a  lOOixmnder 
rifle,  entering  the  hurricane  deck  on  the  starboard  side  and  going 
through  a  water  tank  in  the  ])ort  gangway,  where  it  exploded,  injuring 
the  plank-sheer  and  rim  of  the  i>ort  wheel  slightly.  It  will  be  easily 
repaired  when  I  go  to  Beaufort  for  coal.  The  cargo  of  the  Annie  con- 
sists of  540  bales  of  cotton,  weighing  from  ()50  tu  7(K)  pounds  to  a  bale; 
also  30  tons  of  ])ressed  tobacco  and  14  casks  of  spirits  of  turpentine. 
I  enclose  a  prize  list  to  the  Se(;retary  of  the  Navy  and  a  du]>licate  to 
you,  asking  that  you  will  please  forward  the  one  for  the  SecTctary  of 
the  Navy  to  Paymaster  IW,  H.J  Thompson,  Norfolk  navy  yard,  who 
has  the  accounts  of  the  Wild^rneHH^  that  he  may  make  it  out  in  proper 
form. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

liKNRY  Abey, 
Acting  Master^  Covimanding  T.  S.  S.  WihJcrneHH. 

RearAdniiral  I).  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squudron^  Hampton  lload^. 
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Report  of  Lieatonant-Commander  Watmoogh,  U.  8.  Navy,   commanding  U.  S.  8.  Kanias, 
regarding  reports  of  oommanding  ofiloen. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Off^'ew  Inktj  November  5,  :18(j4. 

Admibal:  I  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
at  daylight  in  the  morniDg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  the  Seneca^ 
that  came  in  here  day  before  yesterday,  to  remain  here  till  further 
orders,  in  consequence  of  the  few  vessels  here  and  the  renewed  activity 
of  the  runners  on  this  bar.  The  Santiago's  prize,  the  Lucyj  got  out 
this  side  the  evening  after  the  Annie  was  captured,  when  the  sea  was 
so  rough  no  vessel  could  have  maintained  a  close  blockade  of  the  bar. 

We  have  had  a  heavy  blow  since,  up  to  this  morning,  and  the  weather 
is  still  thick  and  unsettled.  It  is  now  10  p.  m.,  and  we  have  had  two 
alarms  through  the  mist  and  rain.  Our  search  for  the  culprits  has 
been  in  vain. 

The  two  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Niphon  both  failed  in  the  essential  point  of  declaring  whether  or  not 
any  other  vessels  were  in  sight,  when  they  knew  all  here  claimed  wit- 
nessing the  capture  of  the  Annie.  Owing  to  the  rough  sea  and  bad 
weather  these  reports  were  not  brought  to  uie  till  the  last  moment  of 
the  day,  when  too  late  to  rewrite  them  unless  the  prize  and  the  Niphon, 
with  the  prisoners,  were  detained  here  till  the  following  day,  which  I 
did  not  deem  prudent  or  necessary,  so  directed  those  officers  to  insert 
the  omission.  Acting  Master  Kerable,  of  the  Niphon^  informed  me  he 
should  write  to  you  and  request  the  withdrawal  of  his  report  and  the 
substitution  of  one  he  would  write,  which  he  would  forward  by  the 
{senior  officer  at  Beaufort.  I  am  satisfied  these  two  officers  failed  to 
make  the  proper,  or  any,  signals  indicating  the  direction  of  the  chase, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  claim  a  sole  share  in  her.  Their  excuses  for  not 
complying  with  the  orders  in  this  respect  were  trivial  and  not  to  be 
admitted.  If  privateers  should  escape,  owing  to  such  failure,  those 
whose  position  as  chasers  calls  upon  them  to  pursue  could  hardly  be 
censured  if  left  there  in  the  dark. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Oeneral  order  No.  41,  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  failure  of  certain 
veeselt  to  make  required  signals. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern^  November  9, 18G4. 
It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  commanders  of  the  Niphon  and 
Wilderness^  captors  of  the  Annie,  failed  to  make  any  signals  indicating 
the  direction  the  chase  was  taking,  thereby  running  the  risk  of  losing 
the  vessel,  as  other  blockaders  in  the  vicinity  could  not,  for  want  of 
proper  directions,  afford  the  required  assistance.  It  is  the  impression 
of  the  senior  officer  off  the  bar  that  the  officers  commanding  the  Niphon 
and  Wilderness  "failed  to  make  the  required,  proper,  or  any  signal 
indicating  the  direction  of  the  chase,  in  order  to  be  able  to  obtain  a 
sole  share  in  the  prize."  Of  course  a  rigid  investigation  will  be  held  in 
regard  to  this  matter  and  a  trial  instituted  for  gross  disobedience  of 
orders,  and  the  chances  are  that  the  offenders  will  lose  their  share  of 
prize  money  and  be  otherwise  justly  dealt  with.  The  excuses  of  the 
officers  alluded  to  for  not  obeying  orders  were  too  trivial  to  be  admitted. 
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While  a  prize  is  the  reward  of  the  captors,  when  taken,  i)er8onal  con- 
ttiderations  are  to  be  disregarded  altogether,  and  cotton,  vessel,  and 
crew  are  to  be  sacrificed  rather  than  the  least  chance  should  be  offered 
them  to  escape. 

This  war  is  not  being  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  officers  or  to  enrich 
them  by  the  capture  of  prizes,  and  every  commander  is  deficient  in  the 
high  moral  character  which  has  always  been  inherent  in  the  Navy  who 
for  a  moment  consults  his  private  interests  in  preference  to  the  public 
good,  hesitates  to  destroy  what  is  the  property  of  the  enemy,  or  attempts 
to  benefit  himself  at  the  expense  of  others.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  ves- 
sel should  escape  out  of  Wilmington  after  the  blockade  is  perfected  if 
the  orders  I  have  instituted  are  strictly  carried  out  and  the  signals 
properly  made,  for  if  the  runners  are  chased  to  the  middle  line  (when 
complete),  or  beyond  it  if  necessary,  they  will  be  picked  up  by  vessels 
stationed  there;  but  if  signals  are  not  correctly  made  and  privateers 
escape  owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  a  few  ofiicers,  those  whose 
]>osition  as  chasers  call  ui)on  them  to  pursue  can  scarcely  be  held 
responsible. 

I  feel  much  dissatisfied  at  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Niphtm  and  Wilderneit8j  and  hope  while  I  command  this  squadron  that 
such  conduct  may  never  occur  again.  Honor  and  glory  should  be  the 
watchword  of  the  Navy,  and  not  profit.  A  rigid  investigation  will  be 
held  in  all  cases  reported  to  me,  and  when  1  find  any  officer  derelict  in 
the  duty  of  making  signals  I  will  do  my  best  to  deprive  him  of  his  share 
of  prize,  and  try  him  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

David  I).  Pdrtkr, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commawluuf  North  Atlantic  ^quadnm. 


Report  of  the  board  of  invevligatlon  regarding  the  faUare  of  the  oommanding  oftoer  of  the 
U.  8.  8.  WUdemeM  to  throw  rookete. 

U.S. Gunboat  Kansas, 
Off  New  fnlet  J  November  18^1864. 
Admiral:  In  pnrsnance  of  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant,  I  selected 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Dennison,  of  the  Cherokee^  and 
Acting  Master  Hall,  of  this  vessel,  and  went  on  board  the  Wildemens 
to  investigate  why  rockets  were  not  thrown  the  night  of  the  chase  and 
capture  of  tlie  Annie. 

We  have  to  report  that  we  found  no  orders  hail  been  given  by  the 
commanding  officer.  Acting  Master  Arey,  to  throw  rockets,  nor  anyone 
appointed  to  attend  to  that  matter,  Acting  Master  Arey  having  reserved 
to  himself  that  duty.  The  rockets  and  lighted  match  were  in  the  pilot 
house  at  the  time.  lie  pleads  the  fac^t  of  it  being  his  first  night  on  the 
bar  duty,  having  a  very  short  time  previously  assumed  command  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  he  lia<l  not  had  time  to  organize;  moreover,  that 
the  (*.hase  wjis  followed  so  quickly  by  the  capture  that  he  failed  to 
remember  the  order,  or  did  not  think  it  necessary. 
Very  resjiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant'  Camvwnder. 
W.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 
Samuel  Hall,  Acting  Master. 
K^r- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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LUt  of  vessels  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  and  tfieir  disposition, 

November  1, 1864. 


Name. 


AriM. 
AUbftiiiA  . 
ADfcvuita. . 


Alert 

Atlanto 

ADemone 

Arletto 

AlbeoMu-le 

BenMorgan 

Banshee  

Britannia 

Brooklyn 

Belle 

Baaely 

Berberry 

Biisnonia 

Cs^niona 

Chicopee  

Commodore  Hall 

Cerea 

(yolorado 

Cherokee 

c^yfX- 

Cambridge 

Commodore  Barney — 
Commodore  Morria  — 

( Commodore  Perry 

(.'actus 

(Tmaader 

Chippewa 

Clinton 

Cbftrlea  Phelps 

(.'ohaaaet 

Clematis 

Dumbarton 

Delaware 

Dawn 

Daylight 

Dictator 

Dacotah 

Eolns 

Emma 

BdUw 

Fort  Jackson 

Fort  Donelson 

Ftorida 

Fahkee 

Grand  Gulf 


Command  ing  officer. 


Position. 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhlnd 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Wells. . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Smith 

Commander  T.  6.  Corbin 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Biahop 

Acting  Volunteer  LieuC  T.  J.  Woodward. 

Acting  Master  Jona.  Baker 

Commander  B.lLDove 


Gettysburg 
Governor  Bi 


uckingham 


General  Putnam . 

Granite 

Glance 

Howquah 

Huron 

Hunchback 

Henry  Brinker . . 

Heliotrope 

Hoyt 

Hetxel 

Harcoort 

I.  N.Seymour 

Ifieoo 

Juniata 

James  Adger 


Kejrstone  State . 

Lilian 

Loniainna 

Lockwood 

Lilao 

Little  Ada 

MoDtlcello 

Maumee 

Mohican 

Minneaote 


Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut. W. H.  Garfield. .. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Saml.  Huse . . 

Capti^  Jas.  Alden 

Acting  Gunner  Wm.  Peterkin 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Connor 

Acting  Ensign  M.  Griffith 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath 

Commander  £.  G.Parrott 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell 

Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut  W.  E.  I>enuison  . . 

Acting  Master  F.  D.  Stuart 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut  G-  B.  Livingston  . 

Acting  Master  K.  G.  Lee 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  I*.  Foster. 

Actiug  Ensign  C.  £.  Beck 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  P.  Hays 

Lieutenant-ComnuMider  A.  W.  Weaver 

Acting  Ensign  F.  J.  Runnells , 

Acting  Ensign  Wm.Ottiwell 

Acting  Ensign  G.  B.  Griffin 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  £.  D.  Bruner. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  Brown . . . 

Acting  Master  J .  H.  Eldridge 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon 

Commodore  J.  Rodgers 

Commander  G.  M.  Colvocoresses 

Acting  Master  W.  O.  Lundt 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieu  tenant  J.  M.Williams 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake 

Captoin  B.  F.  Sands 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  Pickering 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  Magaw 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb 

Commander  G.  M.  Ransom 

Lieutenant  K.H.Lamson 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiar- 
mid. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 

Acting  Master  W.  H.  lk>ltou 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch . 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge 

Lieutenant  Joeeph  P.Fyffe 

Acting  Ensign  J .  H.  Kerens 

Acting  Ensign  J.  M.  Norman 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly 

Acting  Master  G.B.Thompson 


Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hay(*a 

Commander  A.  J.  Drake 

Captain  W.R.  Taylor 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  . . 

Commander  H.Rolando 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  Q.  A.  Davidson 


Acting  Ensiffu  Edw.  Manning 

Lieutenant  w .  B.  Gushing 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Parker . 

Commander  D.  Amroen 

Commodore  J.  Lan  man 


Norfolk  Navy  Vard  (repairing). 
Qflr  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Convoying    California    mail 

steamers. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navv  Yard  (repairing). 
Beaufort  (ordnance). 
Sounds  of  North  (Jarolina. 
Craney  Island,  Virginia. 
Baltimore  (repairing). 
OiT  Wilmington. 
Hampton  luMds. 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 
Freshwater,  James  River. 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk  Navy  Vanl. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 

Do. 
York  River,  Virginia. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Hampton  Roads  (tog  duty). 
Craney  Island,  Virginia. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
Not  yet  reported. 

Off  Wilmington 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing;). 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Not  yet  reported. 
New  York  (repairing). 
Not  yet  reported. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (rapairing). 

James  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

York  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yanl  (repairing). 

James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Baltimore  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 
Huupton  Roads. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Cruising  (Halifax). 
Hampton  Roads. 
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List  ofvesneU  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  ^  a  ml  flieir  dittponition^ 

November  1^  186  i. 


Name. 


MMckinmw 

Mustaaoit 

Monnt  Vernon 

MatUbeaett 

Moiit|(oiDerj 

Marmtansa 

Morae 

Miami 

Mendota 

Mount  WashiDgtoD. . 

Mystic 

Monadnock 

Mabopac 

Martin 

Mercedita 


Commanding  officer. 


Poaition. 


Malvern 

Nyack 

NereuH 

Niphon 

New  Ironsides 

New  Berne 

Nanaemond 

Osceola 

Onondaga  

Otaego 

Phlox 

Powhatan 

Peqnot 

Pawtuxet    

Picket  Boat  No.  1 . 
Picket  Boat  No.  3. 
Picket  Boat  No.  4. 
Picket  Boat  No.  5. 
PicketBohtNo.6. 


Commander  J.  C.  Beanmont 

Commander  R.  T.  Renaliaw 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Trathen. . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Fanoon 

Li<jutenant  Commander  O.  W.  Young 

Lientenant-('ommander  C.  A.  Baboock 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  O.W.  Graves 

Commander  B.  T.  Nichols 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie 

Acting  Master  W.Wright 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker 

Acting  Ensijrti  M.  D.  Ames 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn . 
Lientenftnt-Commander  L.  H.  Newman  — 

Commander  J.C.Howell 

Acting  Master  E.  Kemble 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  X.. Creasy 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Porter 

Commander  J.  M.B.CJits , 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cnshman . . . 
Lieutenant*Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold . . 

Acting  Ensiffn  D.  F.  O  Brion 

Commodore  J.  F.  Sohenck 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine 

Commander  J .  H.  Spotty 


Quaker  Citv 

Rhode  Island 

R.  R.  Cuyler 

Renshaw  

Release 

Roman 

Seneca 

State  of  Georgia.. 

Saoo 

Shenandoah  

Sassacus  

Susquehanna 

Santia^odeCuba. 
Stepping  Stones . . 

Samuel  Kotan 

Sangus 

Shanirock 

St.  Lawrence 

Sabine 

Shnkokon  

Tallapooaa 

Tuscarora 

Tristram  Shsndy . 

Tacony 

Unadllla 

Unit 

ViokHbiirg 

Victoria 

Vanderbilt 

Valley  City 

Waba*»h 

Wilderness 

Wralusing 

Whit4»head 

Wvsndotte 

WUliara  Badger.. 
Young  America  .. 

Young  Rover 

Yantlc , 

Zouave 


i^ctlng  KuMign  Win.  Clarke. 
dorW.F.Spicer. 


Command*' 

Commander  S.  1).  Trenchard. 

Commander  V.  H.  B.  Caldwell. 


Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Beckshoftt 

A  cting  Ensign  R.  Merchant 

LieiitenantCommander  G.  E.  Belknap 

Commander  S.  Nicholson 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Walker 

Captain  ]).B.Kidgely 

Limitenant-Cororoanaer  J.  L.  Davis 

Commodore  8.  W.  Godon 

CflptAin  O.  S.  Glisson 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  D.  A.  (Campbell  . . . 

Ariing  Master  W.  G,  Nutting 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Commander  D.  Lynch 

Lieutenant- Commander  R.  B.  Lowry 

Acting  Master  W.  B.  Sheldon 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  E.  DcHaven 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  F.  Devens 
Lieutenant-Commantler  W.  T.  Truxtun  . . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay 

Acting  Ensign  C.  B.  Parrv 

Lieutenant-Commander  ^.  H.  Baker 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Key scr 

Captoin  C.  W.  Pickering 

ActingMaster  J.  A.  J.  Brooks 

Crtptain  M.Smith 

Acting  Master  H.  A rey  

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  English 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett 

Acting  Master  T.W.  Sheer 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain 


ActingMaster  LB.Studley 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 

Hampton  Roads. 

OflTV^ilmington. 

BeaufoK.  NTC. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 

Off  Wilmington. 

Baltimore  (repairing). 

Jamee  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Guard  ship  (York  River). 
Hampton  Roads. 
JameaRiver. 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Sent    by    A<Uutant'Genera]    to 
New  Orleans  with    draA    of 
men  fhmi  Aphrodite. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Cruising  (Halifax). 
Not  vet  repotted. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Hampton  Roads. 
New  York. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 
Hainpton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
JamoH  River. 

Norfollc  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
James  River. 

Hampton  Roads  (tog  duty). 
(JnilMlng  (Wilmington). 
Not  yet  reported. 
CruiMing  (Wilmington). 

Beaufort,  N.C. 
Craney  Island  (hulk). 
Cruising  (Wilmington). 
Not  yet  reported. 
Cruising  (Wilmington). 
Not  yet  reported. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Cruising  (Wilmington). 
Norfolk  Navy  Ysrd  (repairing). 
James  River. 

Sound*  of  North  Carolina. 

Norfolk  (onlnanoe). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yanl. 

Beaufort.  N.  C. 

Cruising  (Halifax). 

llanmton  Ronds. 

Off  Wilminptnn. 

SoundH  of  North  Carolina. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yanl  (tug  duty). 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  (guard  ship). 
Beaufort.  N.  C. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Hampton  Roads. 
Cruising  (Halifax). 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter y  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Commander  Xichoh,  F,  S, 
Navy^  regarding  general  matters, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  J,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  common ication  of  28th  October  has  been  received.    Keep 
the  court-martial  going;  let  them  adjourn  from  day  to  day  and  I  will 
send  some  charges  right  up  as  soon  as  I  can. 

There  will  be  no  trouble  in  getting  supplies.  I  have  ordered  the  com- 
mandant of  the  yard  at  Norfolk  to  fill  all  requisitions  on  the  approval 
of  the  captain  without  reference  to  me. 

Anything  that  you  think  should  be  done,  go  ahead  and  do  it,  and  I 
will  approve  it  afterwards. 

I  wish  to  know  if  a  picket  launch  can  get  through  the  obstructions. 
I  should  like  to  blow  up  one  of  the  rebel  rams. 
Bespectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

IJ.  8.  /lV.  Mendota, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ^  U.  S.  Kavy^  to  lAeutenant- Commander 
Upehury  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  8.  Advance. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  1, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Vance  [Advance]  to  the  station  marked  on  the 
chart  which  accompanies  this  order  on  the  blockade  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C,  for  duty  as  a  cruiser. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral y  Commanding  North  Atlantic  8(iuadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  V.  8,  8.  Vance  \Advafice\, 


Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola^ 
regarding  the  chaise  of  a  hlocJcade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
At  Sea^  Lat.  33^  25'  N.^  Long.  75^  13'  ir.,  November  i,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  at  11  o'clock  a.  ni., 
when  in  latitude  33°  50'  N.,  longitude  75°  45'  W.,  discovered  black 
smoke  bearing  N.  W.,  distant  about  15  miles.  Gave  chase  immediately 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  8:45  p.  m.  The  chase  was  a  side  wheel 
steamer,  painted  white,  with  two  masts  and  two  smokes<a(;ks.  She 
was  either  a  blockade  runner  or  privateer,  I  think  the  latter,  as  her 
decks  were  crowded  with  men.  When  first  discovered  she  was  steer- 
ing toward  Wilmington,  fN.  C],  but  we  pressed  her  so  hard  she  was 
compelled  to  change  her  course  to  every  point  of  the  compass.  At  sun- 
set we  were  about  4  miles  from  tlie  said  steamer,  opened  fire  with  the 
forward  100- pounder  Parrott  rifle,  firing  five  shots;  finding  that  they 
fell  short,  discontinued  the  firing,  but  continued  to  follow  until  the  time 
above  mentioned,  when  we  lost  her  in  a  fog  bank. 

We  kept  up  a  uniform  speed  of  13J  knots  during  the  entire  chase. 

I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  but  for  the  darkness  and  fog  it  would 
have  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  captured  her. 
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This  morning  aboat  7 :  30  we  were  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the 
U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt.  Sent  word  to  Captain  Pickering  of  the  chase  yes- 
terday, with  the  opinion  that  I  did  not  think  she  had  got  into  Wilming- 
ton, bat  was  still  in  this  neighborhood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 
Commander,  U,  S,  Nary. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadronj  Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia. 


Keport  of  i-aptain  Glisson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de 
Cuha^  regarding  the  cha^v  of  a  blockade  runner. 

r.  s.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

A  t  Sea  J  November  1, 1S64. 
SiB:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  November  1, 
1804,  at  7  a.  ni.,  in  the  latitude  32'^  18'  N.,  longitude  77o  40'  W.,  dis- 
covered a  blockade  runner  burning  black  smoke,  bearing  S.  8.  W. 
Started  ahead  at  full  speed,  edging  away  to  the  southward  so  as  to  cut 
off  the  l)1ocka<ler  [blockade  runner).  At  10:30  a.  m.  discovered  another 
vessel,  a  ship  of  war,  bearing  down  on  the  chase  to  the  westward  of  uk. 
At  11  a.  ni.  exchanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot,  At  1 :  50  p.  ui. 
a  French  steamship  of  war  hove  in  sight  to  the  southward  and  westward 
of  chase,  which  caused  her  to  change  her  course  for  a  few  minutes.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  Pequot  gave  up  the  chase,  we  still  in  chase  and  coming  up  on 
her.  At  5:45  p.  m.  fired  three  shots  at  her  from  our  ritie  cannon,  all 
falling  far  short  of  her.  At  C  !>.  ni.  she  was  only  3 J  miles  from  us.  At 
7  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  black  smoke,  but  stood  on  until  8  p.  m.  in  hoi>es 
of  seeing  her  again.  At  8  p.  m.  wore  ship  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
During  this  chase  the  weather  was  cloudy,  with  light  winds  and  rain 
from  the  southward  and  eastward.  When  the  chase  was  last  seen,  she 
was  heading  8.  8.  E.  i  E.,  in  the  latitude  30o  16'  N.,  longitude  75^  54' 
W.  She  was  a  side- wheel  steamer  with  two  smoke  ])ipes,  and  very  fast. 
We  were  logging  13.6,  ship  very  light,  and  we  could  not  get  as  good 
speed  as  that  of  the  previous  two  <lays.  If  we  had  had  but  two  hours 
more  of  daylight,  my  belief  is  we  would  have  captured  her.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  a  diagram  of  chase,  marked  ''No.  3." 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.    8.   GL18SON, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Nary, 
liear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Vomdg,  N,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant'  Commander  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  recommending  for 
promotion  Acting  Ensign  Sommern,  U.  S,  Navy. 

U,  8.  8.  Taoony, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  /,  1864. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  for  your  consid- 
eration, viz : 

On  the  23d  of  May  last,  it  became  necessary  to  send  a  reconnoitering 
party  up  Mackay's  Creek,  near   Plymouth,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
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information,  and  also  to  capture  one  James  Dillery.  Acting  Ensign  K. 
Souimers,  of  this  vessel,  volunteered  for  the  duty.  While  absent  from 
his  boat  during  the  night,  she  was  discovered  and  fired  upon  by  rebel 
troops,  and  the  boat  keeper  forced  to  shove  off  and  return  to  the  vessel. 
Mr.  Sommers,  on  discovering  the  absence  of  his  boat,  at  once  proceeded 
with  his  party  to  pall  down  the  barn,  from  the  roof  of  which  he  formed 
a  raft,  and  safely  brought  his  men  through  the  rebel  pickets  to  the  ship. 
He  was  accompanied  by  one  William  G.  Green  (ordinary  seaman),  whom 
he  particularly  mentioned  for  good  conduct. 

On  the  27th  of  May  Mr.  Sommers  made  a  most  successful  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Plymouth.  This  duty  necessitated 
eighteen  hours'  wading  and  crawling  in  the  swamp.  On  the  30th  of 
May  he  again  made  a  minute  reconnoissanceof  Plymouth,  accompanied 
by  William  G.  Green,  who  greatly  assisted  Mr.  Sommers  in  forcing  his 
way  through  the  tangled  undergrowth  of  the  almost  impenetrable 
swamps. 

On  the  7th  of  June  Mr.  Sommers,  with  a  party,  among  whom  was  Wil- 
liam G.  Green,  ])ulled  several  miles  up  the  Chowan  River,  passing  the 
Dight  in  the  attempt  to  sieze  a  rebel  mail. 

Again  taking  to  the  swamp  on  the  29th  of  June,  Mr.  Sommers  obtained 
much  valuable  information  as  to  the  situation  of  affairs  about  Plymouth. 
This  time  he  remained  so  long  absent  that  his  boat's  crew  sup])osed  him 
captured  and  returned  to  the  ship.  Three  days  afterwards,  nearly 
starved  and  almost  worn  out,  he  was  discovered  paddling  oH'  to  the  ship 
on  a  few  boards,  of  which  he  had  made  a  frail  raft. 

On  the  2i)th  of  September  he  was  in  temporary  command  of  the  tug 
Martin^  when  the  gunboat  Valley  City  got  ashore  under  a  rebel  battery 
in  the  Scup{>emong  Kiver,  and  behaved  with  coolness  and  discretion. 

October  22,  with  a  full  boat's  crew,  he  obtained  information  that 
proved  of  service  in  the  subse(iuent  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Albe- 
marle by  Lieutenant  Gushing.  While  on  his  return  his  boat  was  fired 
into  by  a  party  of  ambushed  rebels,  and  his  men  driven  into  the  swamp 
on  the  op])usite  side.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  he  determined  to 
bring  off  his  boat  and  party,  one  of  whom,  John  W^illiams,  quartermas- 
ter, was  already  shot  through  both  legs.  William  (i.  Green  (ordinary 
seaman),  placing  the  boat  between  himself  and  the  enemy,  gallantly 
swam  her  down  the  stream  (while  the  rest  of  the  party  made  their  way 
slowly  through  the  dense  swamp),  and  under  a  most  galling  fire,  whicli 
soon  riddled  the  boat,  killing  Williams  (quartermaster)  and  severely 
woundingGreen  in  the  head.  This  necessitated  the  abandonment  of  the 
boat:  the  party  became  somewhat  scattered.  Green,  though  weak  from 
the  loss  of  blood,  still  remained  faithful  to  his  duty  and  his  officer. 
Finally,  Mr.  Sommers,  after  great  exertion,  succeeded  in  bringing  off 
Green  and  one  other  of  the  men,  though  poor  Green  had,  a  few  hours 
before  reaching  the  ship,  and  while  floating  down  the  river  on  some  logs, 
lost  his  reason  through  suffering  and  exhaustion.  Since  then  the 
remainder  of  the  party  have  been  recovered,  and  on  our  capture  of  this 
place  we  found  that  the  body  of  John  Williams  (quartermaster)  had 
been  decently  buried  by  the  enemy.  After  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant 
Gushing,  Mr.  Sommers  made  two  more  reconnoissances,  and  was  only 
prevented  by  sickness,  caused  by  long  exposure  in  the  swamps,  from 
being  one  of  the  participants  in  Lieutenant  Gushing's  most  successful 
and  gallant  operation.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Mr.  Sommers 
behaved  well  in  the  late  engagement  at  this  place. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  Act- 
ing Ensign  Rudolph  Sommers  for  promotion  to  tne  grade  of  acting 
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master,  and  that  a  medal  of  lioDor.  witb  soch  gratuity  aK  the  Depart, 
ment  may  see  ])roi)er,  l»e  given  to  William  G.  Ctreen  (ordinary  seanian) 
for  bis  refieated  acts  of  gallantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ffenrant. 

W.  T,  TBrxTiN, 

Lirmtmamf-  C^mtmander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Sary^  WaMkim^on^  Jk  t\ 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  l\  S.  Xary^  to  Commander  Xickols^  T\  8 
Navyy  regarding  the  !\  S.  nteamtTM  Wpandotte  aitd  Mp$iic. 

Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia^  Sovember  2y  1864. 
Sir:   My  orders  temporarily  detaching  the  Wyandotte  and  Myttic 
from  the  Fifth   Division  are  hereby  countermanded,  and  they  will 
resume  their  former  connection  with  that  division. 
Respectfully,  yonrs, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-AdmiraU  Commanding  Sorth  Atlantic  St/Modron. 

('ommander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

(\  S.  S.  Mendota^  Senior  Ojfit^r  Fifth  Fhrision. 


Report  of  Captain  GlisHon^  f.  S.  Xary,  ('ommanding  l\  S,  S.  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  nteamer  Lucy. 

V.  8.  S.  Santiago  db  Cuba, 

At  Sea  J  XoremberJJj  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  to  the  honorable  Se<*retary  of  the  Navy  that  I 
have,  after  a  chase  of  two  hours,  this  day,  at  11  a.  in.,  in  the  latitude 
320  40'  N.,  longitude  77^  4S'  \V.,  captured  the  P^nglish  blockade-run- 
ning steamer  Xwcy,  fourteen  hours  from  Wilmington,  fN.  C],  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  414  bales  of  cotton  and  25  tons  of 
tobacco.  Previous  to  her  capture  she  threw  overboard  52  bales  of  cot- 
ton. It  was  blowing  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  and  I 
was  unable  to  pick  up  any  of  it.  We  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  a 
prize  crew  on  board  without  loss  of  life.  I  will  send  her  on  to  Boston 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Frank  |^H.]  Wilks.  1  sought  to  obtain  her 
log  book  and  any  other  papers  which  might  be  on  board  of  her,  but  I 
ascertained  she  had  thrown  them  all  overboard  previous  to  capture. 
I  have  obtained  the  following  information  from  the  captured  crew  of 
the  Lucy:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  October  the  Tallahassee^  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  [W.  H.]  Ward,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
went  to  sea,  passing  out  on  the  south  side  of  the  shoal.  On  Friday 
night,  October  28,  the  Chickamaugay  another  privateer,  passed  out  on 
the  south  side.  They  are  both  propellers,  with  double  screws,  and  are 
very  fast,  both  being  two-pip^  steamers  and  very  close  together. 
When  the  Lucy  left  on  the  night  of  the  1st  November  she  left  in  port 
the  Fetet^shurgy  Beatrice,  Little  Hat  tie;  the  Xorth  Heath  and  B(ulger 
being  both  disabled.    The  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  only  vessel  entitled 


7r 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SgUADEON.         45 

to  a  share  in  this  prize,  as  there  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  at  tht» 
timQof  captore. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

().  S.  Glisson, 
Captain^  U.  8.  Nary, 
Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary^  Washinijton^  J).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S,  Navy,  of  arrival  at  City  Point,  Ya, 

I'.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 

City  Point,  Va.,  November  3, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Mahopac,  under 
my  command,  at  City  Point,  Va.,  at  11 :  45  o'clock  a>  m.  to-day,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order  by  telegraph  of  the  1st  instant,  received  by  me  at 
Wilson's  Landing  on  the  2d  instant,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander. 
liear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Rejfort  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   if.  S,  Navy,  trans mittiriff  plan  of  the 

hlockad^', 

^ORTH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  3,  186  L 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  plan  of  the  blockade  oil 
Wilmington  as  it  now  exists,  the  crosses  representing^  blockaders. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei  vant, 

David  D.  Pouter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingUyn,  iK  C\ 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Avtiiuj  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Wetmore,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Western  Bar  in  com- 
mand of  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 

Hampton  Koads,  November  3, 1864, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Monticdlo  to  take  command  of  the 
Wilderness,  and  take  your  station  off  the  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fear 
BiverJ,  outside  of  the  bar  tenders  about  2  or  3  miles,  and  l>e  ready  to 
chase  in  the  direction  designated  by  signal.  Your  vessel  will  not  be 
employed  as  a  bar  blockader.  She  is  fast  and  will  be  employed  exclu- 
sively as  a  chaser. 

liespe^'tively,  your  oln^dicnt  servant, 

David  I>.  Porter, 

fi'ear-Adtniral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  11.  8.  VV'ktmore, 

Hampton  Road^t,  Virginia, 
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Order*  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  H,  Saeyy  to  lAemUmani-Commander 
DatUj  U.  H.  Navy^  commanding  l\  S.  S.  SanactUj  to  Bearck  for  the 
C.  S.  8.  TallahaMU. 

Haxptoii  BoADe,  November  4^  1864. 
Sib:  Yoa  will  proceed  withont  delay  in  search  of  the  Tallahassee. 
Steer  directly  cant  about  100  miles,  then  northwest,  and  so  on  up  the 
coast,  using  your  own  judgment  nA  to  the  best  method  of  capturing  her. 
Return  here  after  there  is  no  likelihood  of  overhauling  her. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I>Aini>   IX   POBTEK, 

Bear'Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  JSaseacue.  Hampton  Hoadn. 


Order  of  Uear-Admiral  Porter ^  V.  S.  yargj  to  Captain  Steedman^  V.  8. 
Navfj  commanding  V.  S.  8.  Tieonaeroga. 

Hampton  Roads,  Vibginia,  November  4j  1864. 
(Captain:  Tou  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Division  North 
Atlantic  Sc|uadron,  commanded  by  Commodore  S.  W.  Godon,  to  whom 
you  will  report 

Resi)ectfully,  yours,  - 

David  D.  Porter, 
Hear- Admiral^  Commawiing  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Captain  CnAiiLKS  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tii-ondertHja. 


lU^Hprt  of  Commander  Nivholn^  U.  8.  Nary,  regarding  the  proposed  eanal 

at  Dutch  Gap. 

V.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
James  River,  November  -/,  ISihl. 
Admiral:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  statement!  made  at  my 
re<|uest  by  Mr.  Maillefert,  submarine  engineer,  of  the  estimated  amount 
of  work  to  l>e  done,  and  the  material  which  will  be  required  to  do  it. 
I  also  enclose  requlHition  for  the  cans  and  sand  bags.  The  chart 
spoken  of  is  one  made  in  June  last,  from  a  careful  survey  made  before 
the  enemy  m.*enpie<l  their  present  i)OKition8,  and  is  of  importance  in 
view  of  the  proi>er  ('X)mmeticement  of  the  work.  I  should  be  much 
oblige<l  if  you  could  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  I  will  see  (General  Butler 
aliout  the  employment  of  Mr.  Maillefert  on  the  work,  lie  is  now 
employe<l  in  C4>nnection  with  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap,  and  informs  me 
that  he  thinks  it  will  certainly  be  finished  in  about  two  or  three  weeks' 
time«  Hhould  this  canal  be  cut  througli,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river  will  be  diverted  into  it,  making  dead  water  in  Trent's 
Reticli  and  a  rapid  deposit,  or  will  weaken  its  force  so  much  by  divid- 
ing it  that  neither  channel  can  be  kept  open,  except  by  dredging. 
The  canal  cuts  off  some  (I  miles  of  water  course,  and  Mr.  Maillefert 

"  Hue  Herlen  1,  vol.  M,  ii.  324,  for  report  of  vhme  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Tallahantee, 
t  Not  DtoefitAry  to  piit»li«Ii. 
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tells  me  that  the  difference  of  level  is  several  inches.  Water  will  na^ 
mully  seek  its  own  level,  and  here  is  a  passage  cut  for  it  to  do  so  in 
the  most  direct  roate,  and  as  it  appears  to  me  at  the  expense  of  Trent's 
Beach.  These  are  cmde  ideas  that  have  entered  my  mind,  and  I  snb- 
mit  them  to  your  larger  experience  and  better  jadgment  in  sach  mat- 
ters. If  I  am  riffht,  one  work  or  the  other  is  unnecessary,  and  the 
most  feasible  and  useful  one  should  be  adopted.  It  is  better  to  have 
one  good  channel  than  two  indifferent  ones.  Trusting  that  you  will  not 
consider  me  presumptuous  in  making  the  above  suggestions,  they  are 
respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration  by 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander^  Oomdg.  pro  tetn.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadro7i. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter j  J7.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  give  notification  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
C.  8.  8.  Tallahassee. 

Hampton  Boads,  November  4, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  off  the  port  of  Wilmington,  and 
notify  the  vessels  there  that  the  Tallahassee  is  making  her  way  in  that 
direction;  not  being  able  to  get  coal,  she  will  try  to  get  in.  Notify  all 
vessels  of  war  that  you  may  meet  that  the  Tallahassee  left  Delaware 
Breakwater  on  the  3d  instant  at  sunset,  and  they  will  make  their  cal- 
culations accordingly. 

Ton  will  carry  all  tbe  sail  and  steam  you  can,  and  return  to  this 
place  when  these  orders  are  executed. 

I  give  you  a  chart  showing  the  position  of  all  blockaders.    Commu- 
nicate with  the  whole  line  if  possible,  and  put  them  on  their  guard. 

If  you  break  down,  give  your  orders  to  the  first  navsil  vessel  you 
meet  with,  and  direct  the  commander  to  carry  them  out. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant- Commander  John  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  SacOy  Hampton  Roadn. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols^  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  feaHibility  of 
passing  the  obstructions  in  Trends  Reach. 

U.  S.  8.  Mendota, 
James  River ^  November  .5,  ISfJ^. 
Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  by  the  Phlox  in  received. 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much,  if  any,  difficulty  in  getting  a 
launch  through  the  obstructions  in  Trent's  Beach.  It  might  be  neces- 
sary, perhaps,  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  torpedo  net  placed  above  to 
enable  her  to  pass.  Commencing  at  a  short  distance  above  the  obstruc- 
tions, the  right  bank  of  the  river  is  strongly  picketed  by  the  enemy  as 
far  up  as  our  own  pickets  extend  on  the  opposite  side.  The  rams  lie 
above  our  lines  and  generally  together.  The  greatest  difficulty  would 
be  in  traversing  the  distance  without  discovery,  the  river  being  in  some 
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places  short  pistol  shot  across,  and  the  enemy  keep  picket  boats  below 
their  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
CoinmandeVj  Canidg.pro  tern.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Bruner,  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  V.  8.  S.  Clematis. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  5, 1864. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Eastern  Bar,  off  Wil- 
mington, and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty  on  the  blockade 
as  a  chaser. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  J).  Pobteb, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Bbunek, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Clematis,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Campbell,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  restriction  of  contraband  trade  in 
York  River. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  5,  I8(i4. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  and  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  in  York 
River,  and  cruise  there  to  prevent  smuggling  and  contraband  trade. 
You  will  confine  yourself  to  no  particuhir  locality,  but  cruise  where 
your  services  are  most  recjuired  and  your  judgment  dictates.  Do  all 
you  can  to  stop  the  smuggling  carried  on  there. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  i).  Tobteb], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Campbell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Stepping  Simies,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master   Foster,   U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  an  attempted 
expedition  to  Wa^thington,  N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Obbes, 
Pamlico  River,  North  Carolina,  November  5,  ISOi. 

Sib  :  Permit  me  to  cx>ngratulate  you  on  the  happy  result  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Plymouth  on  Monday  last.  I  have  not  learned  the  particiUars, 
but  hear  you  were  very  successful.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
capture  of  Lieutenant  Oushing,  for  he  is  a  brave  fellow. 

Having  heard  that  the  rebels  had  or  were  about  to  evacuate  Wash- 
ington, [N.  C],  1  tried  to  get  up  to  town  this  morning,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  strong  northwest  wind  having  blown  the  water  out  of 
the  river  I  was  unable  to  do  so.  I  came  to  anchor  about  2^  miles  below 
the  town.    I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  rebel  tlag  at  their  old  headquarters, 
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but  as  the  wind  was  blowing  toward  me  I  coald  not  distinguish  it 
clearly.  They  manned  two  guns  at  the  lower  fort,  which  was  all  I  could 
see.  The  rifled  68-pounder  on  the  island  appeared  to  ha  ire  been  removed. 
Yesterday  morning,  while  proceeding  toward  Washington,  the  steamer 
founded.  I  was  obliged  to  throw  overboard  about  9  tons  of  coal  before 
I  could  get  off,  as  the  water  was  falling  very  rapidly.  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  run  to  the  inlet  and  fill  up,  which  1  can  do  in  twenty- four  hours. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Foster, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Ck>mmauder  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Roads,  November  6, 1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 

(Received  4: 25  p.  m.) 
Susquehanna  and  Monadnock  have  left.     Colorado  goes  in  half  an 
hour. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


D.  D.   POBTEK, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  o\  1864. 
Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  sea  and  crui.se 
outside,  between  here  and  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  using  your  sails 
principally. 
Return  here  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  J).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

ComihandiiKj  V.  S.  S.  Colorailo. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Garfield,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  F.  S.  S.  Banff hee. 

PlAMPTON  Roads,  November  6, 1864, 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Banshee  under  your  command  to  the  blockade 
off  Wilmington,  and  take  your  station  as  set  down  on  the  chart  given  you 
for  duty  as  a  chaser. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-  A  dmiraU 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Banshee, 
N  W  R — VOL  11 4 


50  NORTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

Report  of  Commands  Maoambj  U,  JS.  Xavy,  repeating  his  request  for  cal- 
cium lights  for  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth^  N.  C,  November  6^1864. 
Admiral:  In  my  No.  4  (dated  October  28)  I  requested  tbat  calcium 
liglits  might  be  supplied  for  tbe  vessels  in  this  district  for  the  purpose  of 
lighting  up  tbe  mouth  of  Koanoke  River,  and  tbus  preventing  surprise 
either  by  the  ram  or  torpedo  boats.  Since  tbe  capture  of  this  town  these 
lights  will  be  more  than  ever  usefol  for  lighting  up  the  river  and  prevent- 
ing the  approach,  unseen,  of  torpedo  boats. 

The  enemy  captured  the  boat  used  by  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  and 
have  it  up  the  river.    It  is  reporteil  that  she  steamed  up  the  Roanoke 
from  Plymouth ;  if  so,  she  must  be  in  good  order. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander^  Comdg.  District  of  the  kSounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  /Squadron. 


Escape  of  a  blockade  runniT  into  Wilmiwjton^  W  (\j  November  6',  JS64. 
Report  of  lientenant-Commander  Toung,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommnnding  U.  8.  8.  MaraUnia. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Western  Bar,  off  Wilmington,  X  C,  November  7,  :I86'J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  extracts  from  the  log  books  and 
reports  •  of  commanding  oflicers  belonging  to  this  division  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  S(]uadron,  in  reference  to  the  escape  of  a  large, 
two-smokestack,  side- wheel  steamer,  bound  into  Wilmington.  The  cir- 
oumstanoes  as  near  as  I  can  get  at  them  were  as  fol h)W8 :  At  about  8 :  15 
p.  m.,  while  cruising  on  night  station,  saw  a  rocket  fired  in  a  north- 
westerly direction,  traveling  easterly;  saw  several  thislies  of  guns 
apparently  from  two  vessels  in  chase  to  the  eastward,  close  in  under 
Oak  Island.  I  immediately  hauled  in  to  the  northward,  so  as  to  com- 
mand the  main  channel  with  the  guns.  We  discovered  a  side-wheel 
steamer  lying,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  broadside  to  bench,  but  could  not 
distinguish  wliether  she  was  on  shore  or  not,  she  being  some  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  wreck  of  the  Geonjiana  McCaw  and 
directly  under  the  lire  of  Fort  Caswell  and  Bug  Light  batteries.  The 
night  being  very  bright  and  clear,  and  the  moon  to  the  westward  of 
us  and  defining  our  position,  [we]  were  opened  upon  from  Fort  Caswell 
and  shore  batteries  to  the  westward,  the  shell  exploding  beyond  and 
some  of  the  Wliitworth  striking  close  alongside.  I  tried  the  range 
of  my  100-pounder  ritie,  but  did  not  succeed  in  striking  the  runner.  1 
ran  down  to  the  westward  to  communicate  and  concert  measures  for 
the  runner's  destruction  by  boats.  After  speaking  the  steamers  Aries, 
Britannia^  and  tug  Eolm  steamed  back  for  station,  they  following  and 
closing  in  on  the  position  of  the  runner.  When  I  reached  my  station 
the  steamer  had  her  fore  staysail  set  and  apparently  a  steam  tug 
towing  her  bows  around  so  as  to  point  her  over  the  bar,  and  as  the 

*  Reports  of  the  V.  8.  ateamerH  Jil§noniaj  Jiritwiniat  JJumbarian,  aud  yamemond 
omitted  as  unneoesaury  to  publish . 
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moon  disappeared  aboat  this  time  we  lost  the  ran  of  the  vessel  nntil 
she  was  seen.ander  the  gaiis  of  Fort  Caswell,  inside  the  bar.  I  would 
state,  from  the  early  hour  of  the  night  taken  advantage  of  by  the  runner, 
that  it  is  my  impression  that  she  must  have  been  anchored  under  the 
land  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet  and 
I^assed  the  western  blockaders  before  she  was  discovered. 

I  would  also  state  that  we  have  eight  stations  off  the  bar  to  keep, 
and  having  only  seven  vessels  to  perform  the  duty,  we  are  compelled  to 
extend  our  lines.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  there  should  be 
famished  one  or  two  smart  vessels  to  cruise  from  our  most  wentem 
station  alongshore  to  the  southward  and  westward  20  miles,  overlap- 
ping Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet  to  intercept  any  runners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander  J  U.  8.  Na'oy^  Senior  Officer  Present. 

David  D.  Pobtbr, 

Bear-Admiralj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Kastor  Lundt,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Soliu. 

U.  S.  S.  Bolus, 
Off  Western  Bar^  Cape  Fear  River ^  November  7, 1864. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  with  much  regret,  the  entrance  of  a 
blockade  runner  over  this  bar  last  night.  At  8 :  15  p.  m.,  while  patrolling 
my  station,  being  in  4^  fathoms  Water,  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  by 
S.,  I  espied  a  two-smokestack,  side-wheel  steamer  off  my  starboard 
beam,  close  inshore,  making  for  the  bar  at  full  speed.  I  immediately 
turned  and  gave  chase,  sending  up  rockets  and  firing  at  him  with  the 
30-pounder  rifle;  but  he  got  in,  though  I  followed  him  until  the  shot 
and  shell  from  the  rebel  batteries  fell  close  around  me.  While  firing 
the  last  shell  from  the  rifle  the  lock  blew  partly  off  and  at  the  same 
time  the  vent  of  the  24- pounder  howitzer  got  clogged,  and  I  stopped  to 
repair  damage.  Meanwhile  saw  that  the  blockade  runner  had  run 
aground.  Stood  to  the  westward  and  communicated  the  same  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Aries  J  and  returned  in  company  with  her  toward  the  bar,  when 
it  appeared  as  if  the  U.  S.  S.  Bignonia  was  aground  near  the  blockade 
runner.  Stood  in  to  within  half  a  mile  of  them,  and  at  10 :  15  p.  m.  sent 
in  an  oflicer  and  6  men  in  a  boat  to  reconnoiter  and  to  asceitain  if  any 
of  our  ships  were  aground.  The  boat  returned  at  11: 45  ]>.  m.  and  the 
of&cer  reported  that  he  stood  close  in  and  pulled  around  the  wreck  of 
the  Oeorgiana  McCaw  and  ascertained  that  none  of  our  fleet  got  ashore, 
but  that  while  standing  in  he  saw  the  blockade  runner  get  afloat  and 
enter  the  harbor.  The  blockade  runner,  not  being  seen  in  time  by  any 
vessel  to  the  westward,  and  being  already  so  close  in  to  the  bar  when 
first  discovered  by  me,  it  was  impossible  to  head  him  off'  and  to  prevent 
his  entrance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  O.  LUNDT, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Eolus. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


52  NOUTU   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   CKjUADSON. 

Beport  of  Aoting  VolimtMr  lieatauuit  Wells,  17.  8.  HaTy,  oommmndiiig  U.  8.  8.  Aiiai. 

U.  S.  S.  Abies, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington^  N.  0.,  November  r,  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  while  craiHiiig  on  night  statioD  No.  4.  in  5 
fathoms  water,  with  Bald  Head  light  l>earing  E.  f  S.  and  Spot  Hill 
N.  W.  by  N.,  at  a  quarter  before  0  o^elock  last  evening,  I  discovered  a 
strange  steamer  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  close  under  the  land,  steering  to  the 
eastward  at  full  speed.  I  immediately  gave  chase,  opened  fire  on  the 
stranger,  and  threw  rockets  to  the  eastward,  indicating  his  ooorse. 
The  Maratanza  and  Kolus  soon  joined  in  the  chase  and  succeeded  in 
driving  the  stranger  aground  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  channel.  My 
boats  were  soon  in  readiness  to  board  him,  bu(,  assisted  by  arising  tide, 
he  got  afloat  and  ran  in  before  this  much-desired  object  could  be  accom- 
plished. The  moon  was  shining  bright  and  the  tide  was  about  one- 
fourth  flood  when  the  blockade  runner  ran  in.  Ma<l  my  vessel  been  1 
mile  farther  to  the  westward,  and  other  circumstances  in  this  case 
remaining  the  same,  this  runner  would  never  have  got  into  Wilmington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  S.  Wells, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geobge  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  Prenent, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.Wilder- 
ness,  regarding  the  chaste  of  a  blockade  runner, 

U.  S.  S.  WlLDEBNESS, 
Off  New  Inlet,  November  7, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  at  8  p.  m.  last  evening  I  made  a 
steamer  coining  out  of  New  Inlet.  It  was  bright  moonlight  at  the  time, 
and  the  Hoicquah  bore  N.  by  E.,  the  Cherokee  S.  8.  W.  Both  vessels 
were  plainly  in  sight  from  me.  When  I  thought  he  was  far  enough  from 
me  to  enable  me  to  cut  oft*  his  return,  f  started  for  the  (channel.  He 
turned  back  and  started  for  tlie  bai-  to  return  at  the  same  time.  Ue  got 
inside  the  bar  l>efore  I  did.  1  chased  him  into  3  fathoms  of  water,  an<l  at 
the  tinic  I  gave  up  the  chase  I  was  about  three  (quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Fort  Fisher.  Tlie  chase  returned  near  the  Mound,  and  I  kept  him  in 
si^ht  till  1 :  30  a.  m.,  when  it  shut  in  very  thick,  and  I  ran  into  3  fathoms 
water  and  laid  there  during  the  night,  and  at  diiylight  this  morning 
apparently  the  same  steamer  got  underway  and  went  up  toward  Wil- 
mington. I  am  positive  that  no  vessel  went  in  or  out  of  this  port  last 
night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan  ., 

Henry  Arey, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding  U,  *V.  8.  WildernesH. 

Kear-Admiral  J).  I).  Tobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  tUquadron. 
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Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter ,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nivlwh^  r.  S, 
Navy  J  regarding  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  Trenfs  Beach. 

Hampton  Boads,  November  7, 1864, 
3m:  Beferring  to  your  commanication  of  4th  instant,  in  relation  to 
blowing  oat  the  channel  in  Trent's  Keach,  you  are  authorized  to  make 
requisition  on  Commander  Lynch  for  anything  you  may  require. 

Employ  Mr.  Maillefert  and  go  ahead  as  soon  as  possible,  and  try  to 
blow  out  some  of  the  channel  if  you  do  not  succeed  with  the  whole. 
Besx>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mendota. 


Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  U.  8.  Navy,  comnumding  U.  S.  8.  Oitceola, 
regarding  the  chaee  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Tallahassee^  November  r,  1864* 

U.  8.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  Neve  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  14,1864, 

Admiral  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  extracts  from 
log  book  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Osceola : 

On  the  7th  instant,  at  11 :  15  a.  m.,  sailed  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  with 
this  vessel  under  my  command.  At  meridian  Cape  Lookout  light- 
house bore  per  compass  E.,  distant  about  7  miles.  At  12 :  30  p.  m.  saw 
a  sail  bearing  8.  by  W.  At  1  saw  black  smoke  bearing  8.  8.  W.  Gave 
cbase  under  a  full  head  of  steam.  At  1 :  45  saw  more  black  smoke  bear- 
ing 8.  8.  W.,  also  saw  a  steamer  inshore.  Soon  saw  two  other  steamers 
in  chase,  the  whole  of  them  steering  to  8.  W.,  and  we  trying  to  cut  them 
ofi'  and  nearing  them  rapidly.  8et  jib,  foresail,  and  mainsail.  At  2: 30 
took  in  the  mainsail  on  account  of  its  making  the  ship  steer  badly. 
Made  the  steamers  out  to  be  three  of  our  cruisers  in  chase  of  a  rebel 
privateer  or  blockade  runner.  The  leading  vessels  of  the  pursuers 
fired  at  the  chase,  and  the  fire  was  returned,  but  at  too  long  range  to 
reach.  At  3  set  the  mainsail.  The  second  black  smoke  we  saw  proved 
to  be  one  of  our  gunboats  in  chase,  a  vessel  like  the  Fort  Donelson,  one 
a  boat  like  the  Quaker  City,  and  the  other  a  screw  steamer  like  the 
Aries.  At  3: 30  went  to  general  quarters,  cast  loose  the  guns,  and  pre- 
pared for  battle.  8aw  a  steamer  to  the  E.  N.  E.  coming  up,  probably 
the  Gettysburg.  The  steamer  we  called  the  (fualcer  City  gave  up  the 
chase. 

From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Still  in  chase;  the  chase  keeping  her  position 
ahead,  but  drawing  into  the  bight  between  Cape  Lookout  and  Cape 
Fear,  and  we  trying  to  cut  her  off,  when  she  hauled  to  the  southward 
along  the  land  and  we  gaining  on  her  while  doing  so. 

From  6  to  8  p.m.:  Still  in  chase  and  gradually  gaining.  At  6:15 
called  No.  1  gun's  crew  to  quarters  and  fired  four  shell  from  forward 
pivot  (lOO-ponnder  Parrott),  only  being  able  to  see  the  smoke  from  her 
smoke  pipes  against  the  western  sky.  At  C :  40  lost  sight  of  her  in  the 
increasing  darkness.  Stopped  the  engine  and  hove  to.  Secured  the 
battery. 

From  8  to  midnight:  Heard  firing  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
probably  the  Gettysburg,  which  lasted  but  for  a  few  minutes.    At  8:30 

*  See  also  Series  I,  vol.  3,  pp.  308-340. 
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a  steamer  passed  ns,  steering  to  the  S.  S.  W.  She  showed  the  night 
sigual  of  the  blockading  fleet  and  we  answered.  Ship  hove  to,  only 
steaming  ahead  occasionally  to  bring  the  ship's  head  to  the  swell  to 
prevent  her  rolling  so  heavily.  Sounded  occasionally  in  10  fietthoms 
water. 

•  •••••• 

The  vessel  we  chased  was  probably  the  Tallahassee. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander  J  U.  8.  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Sqtuidron^  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia. 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Lamson^  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Oettys- 
hurg,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner  j  November  7, 1861. 

U.  S.  8.  Gettysburg, 
Beaufort,  N.  0.,  November  13^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant,  at  2 
p.  m.,  off  Beaafort  Bar,  I  sighted  black  smoke  to  the  southward  and 
wastward,  with  the  Osceola,  lAlian,  and  another  vessel  in  chase.  We 
immediately  gave  chase  and  gained  steadily  till  dark.  When  off  Mason- 
boro  Inlet  lost  sight  of  all  the  vessels  and  hauled  in  close  to  the  beach 
to  prevent  the  chase  from  turning  back. 

Soon  after  saw  several  rockets  in  the  direction  of  the  fleet,  but  saw 
nothing  more. 

At  12  m.  on  the  8th  instant,  in  latitude  32o  23'  N.,  longitude  77o  37' 
W.,  sighted  black  smoke  and  chased  S.  E.  till  dark,  when,  it  being  misty 
and  rainy  and  nothing  to  be  seen,  gave  up  the  chase  in  latitude  31^  42' 
N.,  longitude  76°  25'  W.,  having  gained  about  0  or  8  miles,  and  the 
chase  0  miles  distant  when  last  seen.  She  was  a  side-wheel  steamer, 
bound  in. 

Our  furnaces  being  constructed  for  burning  soft  coal,  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult and  sometimes  im{)ossibie  to  get  as  high  pressure  of  steam  as  is 
desirable  in  a  chase  with  the  hard  and  frequently  inferior  coal  we  get 
at  Beaufort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Lamson, 
lAeutenanty  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Spotts,  U,  8.  Navy^  commanding  IL  8.  8.  Paw- 
tuxetj  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxbt, 
Beaufort,  [N.  0.|,  November  7, 1804, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  26th  of  October,  I  proceeded 
down  the  coast.    On  the  27th,  flnding  that  1  could  not  reach  the  Fort 
Jackson^s  station  until  late  at  night,  having  very  heavy  weather  at  the 


NORTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SCiUADRGN.  55 

time,  I  ran  into  the  station  assigned  me,  intending  to  deliver  yonr  dis- 
patches to  Captain  Sands  the  following  day.  The  engines  getting  out 
of  ordeTi  I  did  not  get  down  until  the  29th ;  could  not  find  the  Fort 
Jadsmm;  remained  at  her  station  that  night.  On  the  30th  went  on  the 
west  side  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals  in  search  of  her;  found  a  ({uantity 
of  cotton  adrift;  ha<l  picked  up  10  bales  when,  at  .'i:30  p.  m.,  I  disw)V- 
ered  a  blockade  runner,  hull  down,  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
Immediately  gave  chase,  overhauled  the  Dumbarton  in  chase,  gained 
ou  her  very  fast,  going  13  knots,  and  at  dark  had  gotten  within  about 
4  miles  of  her;  soon  after  dark  lost  sight  of  her,  but  followed  on  the 
course  until  II  p.  m.  She  was  quite  a  large  steamer,  side  wheel,  one 
smokestack,  schooner-rigged,  painted  light  lead  color.  With  one  hour 
more  daylight  I  could  have  caught  her.  On  the  following  day  I 
returned  to  my  station.    Enclosed  please  find  the  track  of  the  vesHcl. 

On  the  5th  instant  ran  down  to  the  Fort  Jackson^s  station,  but  saw 
nothing  of  her.  Will  send  the  cotton  north  the  first  opportunity.  You 
will  please  instruct  me  in  regard  to  distribution  of  the  proi^eeds  from 
the  sale  of  cotton  picked  up,  as  I  understand  the  (rovemment  does  not 
claim  one-half,  as  in  other  cases. 

I  arrived  here  to  day;  will  coal  and  be  at  my  station  t4)-niorrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.].  H.  Spotts, 

Commanfier, 

Bear- Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockndinff  Squadron ^  Hampton  hoadn. 


Report  of  Commander  Maxiomhj  U,  8.  iYary,  regardinff  a  reoonnoinHance 
to  JameHviUe^  Roanoke  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
OffPlymmUh,  X.  C,  November  7j  lfifi4. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  t4>  re]>ort  that  on  the  5th  instant  1 
sent  the  Chicopee  and  Whitehead  up  the  Roanoke  as  far  as  Jamesville 
on  a  reconuoissance,  and  also  to  .seize  any  boat<),  cotton,  or  supplien 
belonging  to  the  enemy. 

The  vessels  returned,  however,  without  having  Heen  any  batteries  or 
made  any  captures. 
Commander  Harrell,  of  the  Chiropee,  commaiideil  tin*  exi>edition. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomh, 
Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  thr  Sovndn,  Sorth  A  tiantic  St/nadron. 

liear-Adniiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  yorth  Atlantir  St/ttadroti. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  U,  *S.  Narif,  io  Commandf-r  XiehoUj  !'.  S 
Xarjf.  to  report  all  movement  h  of  the  enemy  in  J  amen  Rirn-. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  Noremf/er  ff^  Ih(i4. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  have  definite  and  recent  information  of  the  pr>8itionB 
and  movements  of  the  rebel  fieet  in  James  River. 

Von  will  therefore  detail  two  or  three  smart,  jictive  officers  to  wat^'h 
them,  autl  direct  them  t4>  refioit  to  me,  throngh  yon.  every  movement 
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of  auy  importauce  made  by  auy  of  the  rebel  vessels,  and  where  they 
generally  lie  at  night.    The  object  is  to  know  their  habits. 
Very  respectfiilly,  yours, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  B.  T.  Nichols, 

Oomdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  James  River, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter  ^U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Ensign  Manning^ 
U.  8.  Navy^  to  proceed  to  the  Western  Bar^  delivering  orders  to  vessels. 

Hampton  Hoads,  November  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar,  Oape  Fear 
Elver,  and  on  your  way  stop  at  Beaufort,  delivering  orders,  etc. 

You  will  then  find  the  following  vessels  and  deliver  to  them  the 
accompanying  orders:  Jf^.  R.  Ouyler^  Tristram  Shandy^  Oettyshurg,  A.  D. 
Vanccj  and  Fort  Donelson. 
You  will  remain  off  Western  Bar  until  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Acting  Ensign  Edw.  Manning], 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  lAttle  Ada. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  the  senior  officer  off  West- 
ern Bar,  regarding  the  stations  of  vessels. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  8, 1864. 
Sir:  Until  further  orders  the  JB.  R.  Cuyler,  Tristram  Shandy^  Oettys- 
burg,  A.  D.  Vance^  and  Fort  Donelson  will  report  for  duty  to  blockade 
off  the  Western  Bar  and  return  to  their  original  stations  as  they  may 
be  relieved  by  other  vessels. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Senior  Offk^kr  off  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fear  River). 

[P.  S.) — As  you  go  out,  pick  these  vessels  up  from  their  stations. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  JAeutenant  Balch,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
movements  of  ttco  blockade  runners. 

U.   8.   8.   HOWQUAH, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  November  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
While  on  my  station  at  8  p.  m.  last  evening  in  4^  fathoms  of  water, 
with  the  Mound  light  bearing  W.  ^  S.,  saw  a  steamer  bearing  W.  by  S. 
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juBt  to  the  southward  of  the  Moiiud  light,  couiiiig  out.  Uo  oaiue  to  the 
northward  as  for  as  the  range  lights  bearing  W\  ^  N.  fW>u)  uh,  when  he 
tnmed  and  went  back,  lying  in  under  the  Mound.  Ah  the  moon  went 
down  we  drew  in  toward  the  mouth  of  the  channel.  At  this  time  the 
Wilderness  bore  S.  by  W.  and  the  Seneca  N.  N.  £.  1  did  not  h»He  sight 
of  the  strange  vessel  until  12 :  30  a.  m.  At  5 : 3(>  p,  m.  on  this  evening 
a  steamer  came  down  and  anchored  in  the  river  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mound.  At  daylight  apparently  the  same  steamer  was  lying  there, 
and  went  up  the  river  past  Fort  Fisher. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectl^lly,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

J.  W,  Halou, 
Acting  Volunteer  TAeutenant^  Commanding  l\  S,  S,  Howquah, 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Stfuadrmi. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  troopn  for  the 
batteries  at  Plymouth,  N,  (\ 

U.  S.  8.  Bhamkock, 
Off  Plymouth^  X.  0.,  November  H^  IHtii, 
Admibal:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  (ieneral  [1.  NT 
Palmer,  commanding  district  North  Carolina,  has  tliis  day  mni  .'UXl 
troops  to  garrison  the  batteries  at  Plymouth,  and  he  states  that  sliould 
General  Butler,  to  whom  he  has  referred  the  matter,  think  proper  ti> 
hold  the  place  more  men  will  be  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.    11.   MAfJOMII, 
Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Hf^uwLs^  Ntprth  A  tianlic  HquoiLron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

(Commanding  North  Atlantir  Stiuadrmi. 


Report  of  Comwsmmder  Macomb,  V.  S.  Nnvy^  regarding  th^  adji^urnmeut  oj 
Comfederaie  court  at  Edenton.  N.  (\,  Novemb^  >*.  1H04. 

v.  K,  B.  Biiaxbo<:k, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C  Noremf/tr  UU,  Wii. 
Abvikal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8th  ftistaut  Acting 
Ma«lier  Francis  Joaselyn  went  to  Edeuton,  N.  c:..  with  the  (:ommodi/re 
HmU  mad  wAymwA.  by  my  orders,  a  r^>el  court  in  mmitm  at  that  plar'><f. 
Mr.  JosKelrn  says  tliat  this  was  the  first  ctiurt  tb«>y  ha^i  held  at  this 
town  doiTBir  t^  rebellious 

Manj  of  il»e  reMd#'iJt.«  of  the  tciwu  have  been  ^xinsidered  loyal,  and 
trusted  as  BOfiL 

Very  respotstfoUy.  yc«ir  oU^ieut  ti^rvnou 

W.  H-  Ma^x^mb. 
dmimamder,  Cowtdu.  DuetrUi  oftkfr  /sommd*.  North  AtUntU-  i^jwuAron. 

Kear-Adaira]  \k  Jj.  Pobteb. 

CfmtrtMiMdiHp  North  AlvanHf-  htpuudroK. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  JosselyUj  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  adjournment 
of  Confederate  court  at  Edenton^  N.  C.,  November  8, 18f}4. 

U.  8.  8.  Commodore  Hull, 
Off  Edenton,  N.  C,  November  8j  1864. 
8ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  your  instmctioiis, 
I  landed  with  a  detachment  of  men  this  afternoon  at  Edenton  and 
adjourned  sine  die  a  county  court  which  was  in  session  in  the  court- 
house at  that  place  under  so-called  Confederate  authority.    This  court, 
the  first  that  has  been  held  at  Edenton  since  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  the  authorities  had  the  impertinence  to  hold  under  my  very  guns. 
No  arrests  were  made,  T  having  received  no  order  to  this  effect. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Josselyn, 
Acting  Mastery  Cffmmanding, 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  IT.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Oodon,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  V.  S.  steamers  Stisquehanna  and  Monadnock. 

Navy  Department,  November  9, 1864. 
8iR :  Proceed  with  the  Susquehanjuij  in  company  with  the  Monadnockj 
to  Hampton  Roads,  and  report,  on  arriving  there,  to  Rear- Admiral  D. 
1).  Porter  for  duty.    Do  not  tow  the  Monadnock  unless  an  emergency 
should  arise  which,  in  your  Judgment,  may  require  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

(liDBON  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  8.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susqueltanna^  New  York, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  F.  S.  Nai^,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  capture  of  the  sloops  Reliance  and  Little  Elmer  in  Mobjack  Bay. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  FUigship  Malvern^  Hampton  Roadsj  November  10,  1864. 
8iR:  Some  days  since  I  sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Stepping  Stones  up  to  Mob- 
jacli:  Bay  to  put  a  stop  to  the  smuggling  carried  on  there.    She  returned 
this  morning,  having  in  tow  two  sloops  {Reliance  and  TAttU  Elmer)^ 
captured  for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  enclose  copy  of  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A. 
Campbell,  commanding  the  Stepping  Stones. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  instructions  where  to  send  vessels  captured 
in  this  way;  they  are  mostly  very  small  craft,  and  there  will  probably 
bo  (juite  a  number  of  them,  as  there  are  a  great  many  engaged  in  the 
business. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admirah 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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[Knrlodnre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Stepping  Stones, 
Hampton  EoadSy  Virginiay  November  lOj  1864. 
Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
mouth  of  East  Riv^er  (Mobjack  Bay)  yesterday  at  12  o'clock  m.  I  saw 
two  sloops  coming  in  and  steering  directly  toward  the  Ware  River.  I 
immediately  hove  ap  anchor  and  gave  chase,  and  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  I  brought  them  to,  after  firing  three  shots.  I  immediately  sent 
the  executive  officer  on  board  to  search  them,  but  he  found  no  contra- 
band goods  on  board,  and  the  only  excuse  the  captains  could  give  was 
that  they  were  bound  to  York  River  and  ran  into  Mobjack  Bay  by 
mistake.  You  will  see  by  reference  to  the  chart  that  a  man  with 
ordinary  intelligence  could  not  make  a  mistake  like  this,  as  the  light- 
house on  New  Point  bore  B.  S.  B.,  Severn  River  W.  by  S.,  and  East 
River  N.  N.  E.  when  captured.  I  therefore  tow  the  vessels  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  deliver  them  up  to  you,  as  I  consider  them  prizes  to  the 
Government.  The  names  of  the  sloops  are  the  Reliance,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  J.,  William  Ravat,  master,  and  the  lAUle  Elmer^  of  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  Thos.  Osborn,  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqviidron. 

P.  S. — By  your  order  I  went  on  shore  and  saw  the  provost-marshal 
and  showed  him  the  papers  of  the  vessels.  He  informed  me  that  the 
Reliance  was  cleared  for  Yorktown,  but  the  Little  Elmer  had  no  clear- 
ance, and  that  neither  vessel  had  any  right  to  go  into  Mobjack  Bay; 
that  it  is  a  blockaded  port  and  has  been  during  the  war. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.Campbell, 
Acting  Volunteer  lAeutenant^  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Campbellj  U,  S.  Nary,  regarding 
bl4>cJcade  running  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  shore  of  Virginia, 

U.  S.  S.  Stepping  Stones, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  10,  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement  in  regard  to  blockade  running  from  the  eastern  to 
the  western  shoie  of  Virginia.    During  last  fall  and  winter  I  was  sent 
to  eastern  shore  several  times  by  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  V.  Lee  to 
obtain  information  about  blockade  runners  from  eastern  to  western 
shore,  and  according  to  the  best  information  I  could  obtain  it  is  done 
in  canoes.    The  rebels  keep  their  canoes  sunk  in  the  creeks,  and  when 
they  want  to  run  the  blockade  they  have  their  goods  all  ready,  and  in 
the  night  they  get  them  up,  put  in  their  goods,  and  run  into  the  rivers 
and  creeks  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Point  light-house. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 
Acting  Volunteer  Jjieutenant,  Commanding, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Herrick,  U.  8,  Navyj 
commanding  J\  8.  *S.  Western  World. 

Navy  Department,  November  10, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  8.  Western  World  to  Hampton  Roads 
and  rei)ort  to  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
blockading  sqaadrou. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gidedn  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Master  E.  Herrick, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Western  World,  Washington. 


[Teleip^ani.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  November  11, 1864— 11:30  p.  m. 

(Received  1:45  a.  m.,  12th.) 
Will  you  leave  Washington  at  noon,  or  will  you  be  here  at  that  time  f 
I  ask  because  I  want  to  see  Admiral  Porter  if  I  can  get  away,  and  will 
arrange  to  meet  you  at  Fort  Monroe  and  come  np  with  you. 

r.  s.  Grant, 
JAeu  tenant'  General, 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regardimf  the  pursuit  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee y 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  11, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  numerous  reports  from  the  diiferent  vessels  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  privateers,  and  the  latter  have  been  constantly 
chased  and  fired  into,  but  without  capture  so  far.  The  Chickamaiuja,* 
I  think,  was  chased  on  the  8tli  off  Beaufort,  and  when  last  heard  from 
vessels  were  in  pursuit.  She  has  been  sighted  and  chased  five  times. 
I  am  in  hopes  she  may  be  yet  caught  before  she  gets  in.  The  rebels 
have,  I  think,  been  driven  from  the  Northerii  coast. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  (\ 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy^  transmitting  copy  of  Confed- 
erate letter  regarding  the  C,  S.  ram  Albemarle. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  11, 1864. 
Admiral  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  t  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  C.  S.  Navy  to  Capt.  J.  W.  Gooke,  0.  S.  Navy,  late  commander 
of  the  ironclad  Albemarle. 


•  The  C,  S.  8.  TaUahaB9ee  entered  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  November  7,  1864,  and  the 
C.  S.  8.  Chickamanga  was  at  Bermada  from  November  8  to  15, 1864.  See  Series  I, 
Vol.  3. 

t  See  Series  1.  Vol.  10,  p.  659. 
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This  letter  you  will  perceive  was  dated  May  26,  1804,  and  1  have 
lately  received  information  that  the  vessel  referred  to  therein  is  now 
ready  to  be  launched  at  Halifax,  [N.  0.]. 

As  there  is  not  water  enough  in  this  river,  except  during  the  freshets, 
for  vessels  of  this  class  to  asceud  as  far  as  Halifax,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  land  force  may  be  sent  to  destroy  this  ironclad  before 
she  is  completed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Magomu, 
CommandeTy  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  K.  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Kear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8<]uadron. 


List  of  vessels  and  stations  in  James  Biver,  November  1:^,  1804. 


Name. 


ClMS. 


OnondagA 

DeUwue 

Alert 

Mendote 

EaUw 

HoDchlMck 

Daylight 

Commodoro  Morris. 
Commodore  Barney 
Commodore  Perry.. 

General  Pntnam 

Miami 

Dawn 

Henry  Brinker . 

Samuel  Rotan Schooner 

Atlanta \  Ironclad 

YoangAmerica Tng 


Ironclad 

Purohaeed  steamer. 

Purchased  tag 

Gnnhoat 

....do 

Ferryboat 

Propeller 

Ferrrboat 

!"!!do!i;**!!""!!!! 

Side-wheel 

Gmiboat 

Propeller 

Propeller  (small)  ... 


Station. 


Duty. 


Dutch  Gap 

do 

do 

....do 

Deep  Bottom 

Carles  Neck 

Upper  Turkey  Bend. 
Lower  Turkey  Bend. 
Appomattox  River . . 

do 

.....do 

City  Point 

Harrison's  Landing. . 

do .. 

Chickahominy 

Newport  News 

Patrol  boat 


Picket. 
Do. 
Do. 


ReiMdring. 


Patrolling. 


Kepairiug. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols^  U.  S.  Nacy^  regarding  the  enemy^H  vesifels 

in  the  J  amen  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
James  River^  November  1:3^  ISdi. 
Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  Stli  instant,  desiring  definite  inforiua- 
tiou  about  the  position  and  habits  of  the  enemy's  vessels  on  the  river 
is  received.  In  reply  1  would  state  that  from  the  best  information  I 
have  at  present,  their  usual  position  is  about  10  miles  by  course  of  the 
river  above  Trent's  Keaeh.  They  were  formerly  lower,  but  moved  up 
when  General  Butler's  batteries  opened  on  them,  and  since  the  blowing 
up  of  the  Albemarle  have  moved  up  again.  At  night  one  of  the  iron- 
clads comes  below  the  other  two  (distance  not  known)  and  goes  ii]> 
again  about  4  a.  m.  She  is  always  accompanied  by  one  and  sometimes 
two  propeller  gunboats,  who  keep  underway  below  her,  and  two  row- 
boats  rowing  guard  below  them  again.  This  information  I  get  partly 
from  army  people  and  partly  from  verbal  report  of  an  officer  I  sent  up 
on  land  to  reconnoiter,  but  1  think  he  also  got  most  of  liis  information 
from  army  i>eople.  I  will,  however,  send  officers  up  at  night  and  try 
to  obtain  more  definite  information.  The  river  in  some  plsu^es  is  quite 
narrow,  not  more  than  400  feet,  and  all  the  port  side  going  up  is  securely 
picketed  by  the  enemy  and  I  presume  also  on  the  starboard,  from  the 
point  where  our  picket  line  terminates.  The  pickets  are  immediately 
on  the  river  bank  and  within  talking  distance  of  ours.    There  is  a  regular 
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tide  here,  six  hoars  each  day,  except  after  rains,  wheu  the  ebb  lasts 
longer  and  the  strength  [is]  accelerated.  Average  strength  of  tide  about 
IJ  knots.  I  shall  be  able  in  a  day  or  two  to  give  you  more  definite  and 
particular  information  of  the  locality,  movements,  etc.,  of  the  enemy's 
vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander^  Comdg.  pro  tern.  Fifth  Divinion  North  Atlantic  JSquadron, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Webb.  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Fahkee,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  the  Western 
Bar, 

November  [12],  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar,  off  Cape 
Fear  Biver,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  as  a  bar  blockader. 
You  will  use  your  coal  very  carefully,  that  you  may  not  be  obliged  to 
be  absent  from  the  bar  on  the  dark  time  of  the  month,  and  to  avoid 
that,  if  necessary,  coal  at  Beaufort  going  out. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Master  F.  K.  Webb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fahkee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Nat^y,  to  Captain  Glumon,  i\  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8, 8antia<fo  de  Cuba,  regarding  blockade  duty. 

Hampton  Koads,  November  13^  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  station  off  the  Eastern 
Bar,  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  carrying  out  the  directions  in  General  Order, 
Ko.  18,  as  far  as  practicable.  You  are  not  to  consider  yourself  as  tied 
down  to  the  bar,  but  cruise  off  and  on  either  on  the  Bermuda  line  or 
on  either  side  of  it,  as  the  runners  may  seem  to  come  in  or  go  out,  using 
your  discretiou,  but  showing  yourself  off  the  bar  at  times  near  sunset, 
and  run  out  as  occasion  may  require  after  dark. 

I  do  not  approve  of  using  rockets  so  much  to  indicate  the  direction 
the  runner  is  going;  they  can  do  the  same,  only  they  can  throw  the 
rockets  in  the  wrong  direction.  Do  not  fail  to  make  the  vessels  chasing 
show  a  red  light  over  the  stern  in  a  box.  This  will  be  the  best  guide 
for  those  behind  and  prevent  our  vessels  being  flre<l  at.  I  will  soon 
have  some  rockets  that  the  runners  can  not  imitate ;  until  then  use  those 
you  have  as  sparingly  as  possible. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  stationed  on  the  bar  at  the  east  entrance : 
Alabama,  Howquah,  Wilderness,  Kansas,  Agawam,  Niphon^  Clematis,  a  tug 
to  be  sent  there,  and  three  others. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Mamptan  Roads. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commanding  i\  ti.  S.  Key- 
stone State  J  regardinii  a  blockading  cruine, 

U.  8.  S.  Keystone  State, 
OffBeau/ortj  y.  0.,  November  IS,  Itini. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  lieaufort  after  a  crui8e 
of  thirteen  days  on  the  line  of  blockade  duty  assigned  me.  For  the 
first  week,  from  the  2d  of  November  to  the  (ith,  1  had  couHecutive  i^ales 
from  the  southward  and  eastward  and  northward  and  westward,  during 
which  the  ship  leaked  considerably  in  her  spar  de<;k  and  up[)er  works. 

I  sighted  nothing,  except  our  cruisers  and  a  few  sailing  vcsm'ls,  until 
the  10th  instant,  when,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  I  made  a  steamer  from  the  niiist- 
head  and  stood  for  her.  The  steamer  continued  slow  steaming,  showing 
no  smoke,  pursuing  her  course  across  our  bows  U)  the  westward,  we 
standing  about  S.  S.  E.  until  I  was  6  miles  olf,  when  her  course  was 
changed  to  S.  by  W.,  and  she  commenced  throwing  out  puffs  of  black 
smoke  from  one  chimney.  It  looked  very  much  like  a  banter  of  speeil. 
The  Keystone  State  was  put  to  her  utmost  speed,  carrying  2.'>  pounds  of 
steam  (all  that  could  be  carried  with  safety)  and  making  14j  revolu- 
tions pier  minute.  I  succeeded  in  getting  10^  knots  jier  hour,  whi<rh  was 
the  utmost  I  could  drive  the  ship.  The  chase,  finding  that  she  did  not 
mn  away  from  us,  fired  up  on  her  other  boiler,  showing  smoke  from  the 
second  chimney,  when  she  moved  away  from  ns,  steaming  at  al>out  13 
knots  per  hour. 

I  followed  up  the  chase  for  90  miles,  being  then  run  out  of  sight  for 
more  than  an  hour,  and  night  coming  on.  gave  it  up.  chagrined,  and 
repaired  to  my  position. 

The  result  of  this  chase  has  led  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  thedet<fri- 
oration  of  speed  in  the  ship,  not  with  any  view  of  complaint,  but  that 
it  may  be  suggested,  by  your  better  experience  and  judgment,  what 
should  be  done  to  get  her  up  to  her  former  speed.  I  am  convince*!  that 
the  condition  of  the  ships  b^jttoni  is  the  material  cause.  It  was  coven*d 
with  metal,  and  not  copier,  in  isil.  by  this  time  worn  away,  and  I  could 
see,  as  the  ship  would  rise  to  the  sea.  on  the  flare  of  the  t>^>w  many  places 
where  the  metal  was  hanjrin;:  hK;se.  With  the  same  steam  and  making 
as  many  revolutions  during  the  sunmier  she  rould  have  come  iii»  to  \'J 
knots.  The  speed  is  in  the  >biii.  and  I  think  with  newcopijer  and  s^^me 
repairs  to  the  machinery,  involving  >ixty  days,  she  can  l>e  put  in  i  nnning 
order.  With  a  smooth  lx»tt<  im.  the  en^rine  in  ;ro'»d  order  and  carrying:  '^i 
pounds  of  steam.  1  will  guarantee  that  I  will  get  14  knots  out  of  the  Khip. 

During  the  chase  I  wa-^  ruunin;:  with  only  'i^f  t^^ns  of  coal,  ten  days' 
provisions,  and  :J.i«"»  irali^ij^  of  water  in  the  ship,  riving  b^^ht.  a  g^x>*l 
topgallant  breeze  Mow-in;:  irom  the  southward,  and  r^uif^ttU  ^-ea  ahea/l. 
KuDDing  under  the  mo^:  ravorable  i-ircumstauce*;  and  makin;;  r^j  little 
S|ieed  convinces  uie  that  the  cau-e  ;>*  in  the  rou^^hnes*  of  the  shij/s 
bottom.  When  tie  *:::'•  wa*  triri.e*!  over  to  n*e  "v/  ^Jommander  J'eiic*- 
Crosby  he  meiJtioLe-i  i:.^'.  laferly  there  had  r^eeri  a  great  lallii:;:  or:  II 
the  speed  of  tbe  »h:;».  aLd  :•.  hi-?  •idu'm^-nt  he  attii'outMl  it  to  xh*-  -^.v.e 
cause  1  have  rep-^.-r^ed  :*»;. --.u.  v:/.  the  'iTie-rtive  ^tate  of  the  "v^".ro:.',. 

The  ehaii«  wa*  a  *:;e  "  Le^l  •tra::-*-;.  t  o  -moke-tiurks.  her  ga5*  oij 
deck,  jaw* ]->wer«  iL  :  jie4i*:etl  ^'>.'ve  t-e  :a.I.  wjrL  a  ho-^ie*;  fo:«.a'-Tle 
extendiLg  yj  „r:  :v:r:LA-t.  a:  .Le«i  <.oLi-:*ieia':'ly  ..^Vjve  ••.*:  :<i.] '>:  rhe 
ship — I  tLii.*£  ^  vr-*vr2  •  :  ^'xi-t  »>■»  :•:.•. 

Verv  r*r»:ie»j* -■*--;•".  y- '.i  o'-r^l.e:-:  -rrvoi:. 

ff&far-AjizLir-a:  JJxv::,   Ij.  :'.}.:x,xl. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Morckinatc,  to  proceed  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  a 

Hampton  Roads,  November  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  ander  your  commaDd  to  fieaa- 
fort,  N.  C,  and  discharge  the  monitor  amuianitioii  you  uow  have  on 
board,  after  which  you  will  coal  up  and  proceed  to  your  station  off 
Wilmington.    Be  sure  to  be  there  before  the  dark  time  of  the  month, 
f^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Portrr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  G.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8.  Machinate,  Hampton  Roadn. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Maoomb,  U,  8. 
Navy,  regarding  a  vessel  for  repairs. 

Hampton  Roads,  November,  li,  1864. 
Sib  :  You  will  send  up  any  one  of  your  vessels  that  you  can  best 
spare  for  repairs.    I  will  send  the  Mattabesett  to  relieve  one  of  the 
double-enders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rsar-AdmiraL 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  8omids,  U.  8.  8.  8hamrock. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  recom- 
mending the  raising  of  the  C.  8.  ram  Albemarle  and  U.  8.  8.  8outhfield. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
V.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  14, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commander 
Ma(*x)mb,  dated  Plymouth,  November  G,  1804,  in  which  he  expresses  the 
opinion  that  the  wrecks  of  the  Albemarle  and  8outhJield  can  be  raised. 
I  concur  with  him  in  this,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  a  contract 
be  made  and  a  party  be  sent  down  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
doing  the  work  as  soon  as  i)Ossible.     I  think  that  will  prove  the  cheapest 
and  most  expeditious  method. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Kncloflure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  (\,  Xorember  6\  1864. 
Admiral:  I  respectfully  re<iuest  to  be  informed  whether  you  desire 
me  to  hold  or  evacuate  Plymouth.    From  the  strength  of  the  land 
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I  fliKMikl  jndfs^  that  a  few  titK>p$  conM  ea^ly  bold  the«i«  {Hth 
Tided  we  hold  the  river.  Two  or  thiee  ferryboats  with  heaTT  batteries 
eoold  eifeet  th^  and  thus  the  necessity  for  keeinng  the  dooble-endei^ 
in  tlie  aouids  woaM  be  removed,  and*  they  might  be  otherwise  moie 
advwitageonnly  emf^yed.  Shoald  yon  think  it  advisable  to  hold  the 
fioatioB,  it  will  be  neeesaaiy  that  tioo|is  be  sent  hefe«  as  General 
Palmer,  eommanding  District  North  C^arolini^  informs  me  he  had  not 
snlBcieBt  foiee  at  New  Berne  for  that  porpoee.  Shoald  yon  tbink  best 
to  eracoate,  please  inform  me  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  ordnance 
and  otdnanee  and  oth^  stores  captured. 

I  weald  also  respectfully  ask«  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  ram  AU^ 
mmHet  I  think  she  might  be  raised,  were  the  proper  submarine  and 
raising  apparatus  smt  cmt  here«  at  small  expense^  and  would  prove  a 
valuable  vessel  in  our  Navy.  lf«  bowev^,  you  think  otherwise.  1  oon< 
sider  tiiat  it  would  be  dangerous  to  leave  ber  in  her  present  state^  for 
the  rebels  would  certainly  make  use  of  her  armon  and  therefore  that 
she  ought  to  be  completely  destroyed.  The  steamer  SomtMMd  might 
also  be  raised  by  the  same  apparatus.    Her  engine  was  a  very  fine  one. 

I  have  had  the  guns  in  all  the  batteries  except  Fort  Williams  spiked 
and  dismounted,  to  prevent  the  enemy  ttom  using  tbem  should  he 
attempt  a  recapture.  Fort  Williams  is*  held  by  a  garrison  of  soldiers, 
assisted  by  a  detaO  of  men  from  the  ships.  It  commands  the  approaches 
to  the  town  by  land. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

W,  H.  Macomb. 

Ooflifluindfr,  Comdg.  Digtrictofthr  So^indSj  Sorth  Atlantic  Squnilrtm^ 

Rear- Admiral  Dayib  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Xortk  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomby  U.  S.  Xary,  requesting  instructions  frgard- 
ing  the  disposition  of  schoonent  usai  as  obstructions  in  the  KtHtnoke 
Rtver, 

V.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouthj  X.  (\,  Xorcmbcr  U,  1864. 
ADMIRAL:  There  are  sunk  in  the  river  at  this  place,  besides  the  ram 
AJbermarle  and  the  steamer  Soutkjield^  three  schooners,  with  which  the 
rebels  blockaded  the  channel  when  we  attempted  to  ascend  the  Koauoke 
on  the  29th  October. 

I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  above  are  to  l>e 
oonsid^ed  prizes,  and  also  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the 
schooners. 

The  barricade  below  the  town  still  remains,  and  has  been  strength- 
ened, to  prevent  the  enemy's  torpedo  boats  from  ])assing,  and  another 
has  been  made  above  the  town  and  fleet. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander  J  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  Xortk  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Xortk  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Comviander  NichoUty  U.  8.  Navt/^  regarding  postponement  of 
the  opening  of  canal  at  Dutch  Gapy  James  River. 

U.  8.  8.  Mendota, 
James  River,  November  15^  1864. 
Admiral:  I  this  evening  received  information  from  M.  Maillefert 
that  it  was  intended  tomoiTOw  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  at  the  up-river 
end  of  the  canal.    As  the  force  in  the  river  is  altogether  inadequate  to 
make  use  of  the  canal,  provided  it  be  a  success,  and  the  opening  gives 
the  enemy  a  chance  to  send  down  torpedoes  and  tor[>edo  boats,  or  even 
to  bring  down  his  own  ironclads,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Brigadier 
General  Ludlow,  in  charge  of  the  work,  requesting  him  to  postpone  the 
opening  until  I  could  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject    I  am  now 
engaged  in  studying  the  habits  of  the  rebel  vessels  at  night,  and  it 
api)ears  to  me  that  the  opening  of  this  canal  will  certainly  induce  them 
to  materially  change  their  night  arrangements  and  render  it  necessary 
to  study  them  out  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander,  Comdg.pro  tern  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poeteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Faucon,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Montgomery,  to  pro- 
ceed to  blockade  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  i5, 1664. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  running  under  canvas  and 
saving  coal,  to  your  station  off  Wilmington  as  a  chaser.     You  will 
study  the  printed  directions  given  to  blockaders  and  observe  them 
closely.     Do  not  fail  to  make  the  signal  by  steam  whistle  for  the  course 
the  runners  steer;  and  fire  alternate  grape  and  shell  when  in  grape 
distance  (250  yards),  particularly  at  night. 
Direct  the  .1.  />.  Vance  to  resume  her  station. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Montgomery. 


Report  of  JAeutenant- Commander  Watmough,   U.  8,  Nai'y,  making  sug- 
gestions regarding  the  blockade  off  Nch-  Inlet. 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Off  New  Inlet,  November  15,  1864. 
Admiral:  Having  been  at  this  bar  nearly  eight  months,  my  experi- 
ence tells  me  there  should  be  at  least  one  snmll,  swift  vessel  patrolling 
the  coast,  close  in  of  nights,  for  3  or  4  miles  above  the  bar  toward 
Masonboro.  Runners  in  many  eases  coming  down  the  shore,  and  get- 
ting in  the  "  pocket"  under  the  fort  are  unseen  by  the  bar  vessels,  and 
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slip  in  about  the  time  they  are  obliged  to  haul  off.  Such  a  vessel  as 
the  Lilian  would  suit  there  admirably.  The  Cherokee  1  would  like  to 
reserve  for  similar  duties  along  Smith's  Island  and  the  shoals  to  the 
southward  of  Sheep  Head  Bock.  The  Howquahy  Clematis^  and  If  t7(?€r- 
nes8  are  admirable  for  the  bar  and  Swash  channels  and  the  intervening 
space  between,  and  all  sufficieut  for  the  purpose.  The  Alabama^  a  large 
side- wheel  steamer,  is  of  little  or  no  use  in  here;*  she  is  too  large  an 
object  for  inshore  cruising,  and  I  respectfully  suggest,  as  she  is  reported 
a  ISknot  steamer,  that  she  be  sent  outside,  and  one  of  the  smaller  and 
slower  gunboats,  such  as  Seneca^  be  sent  here  in  her  place. 

Such  an  arrangement  will  make  the  blockade  here  pretty  strong  at 
all  points,  and  by  judicious  management  about  coaling  them,  I  trust 
never  to  have  more  than  one  absent  at  a  time. 

Captain  Glitz  leaves  to-day  to  coal  and  resume  his  station  offshore. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant' Commander y  Senior  Officer  Present 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8. 8.  Monadnock^ 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Hampton  Roads  to  New  York 
and  return. 

U.  S.  S.  MONADNOOK, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1864. 

Sir:  Beferring  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  calling  for  a  report 
of  the  performance  of  this  vessel  on  her  passage  between  this  port  and 
New  York  and  the  return  passage,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
Monadnock  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Susquehanna  at  3  p.  ni.  on  the  6th 
instiint,  both  vessels  steaming  and  making  about  7  miles  per  hour, 
excepting  on  occasions  when  the  engines  were  slowed  for  the  purpose 
of  sounding,  eto. 

The  light-boat  oft*  Sandy  Hook  was  reached  at  5  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  instant,  in  a  dense  fog,  and  here  the  Susquehanna 
anchored  for  a  change  of  weather.  During  the  entire  run  from  Hampton 
Boads  to  Sandy  Hook  the  sea  was  quite  smooth.  The  forward  and 
after  batches  of  the  vessel  were  closed  to  keep  the  water  out,  but  the 
engine-room  hatch  remained  open  all  the  way.  The  engines  worked 
well,  averaging  48  revolutions  with  20  |K)unds  of  steam,  which  was 
found  to  be  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  towing  hawser  moderately  taut, 
and  to  favor  the  steering.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant  the  fog 
in  question  cleared  away,  the  Monadnock  cast  oft*  from  the  Susquehanna, 
and  steamed  into  the  harbor  of  New  York,  making  at  times  7  knots  per 
hour,  and  anchored  at  6:30  p.  m.  between  Bedloe's  Island,  and  the 
Battery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  Instant  the  Susquehanna  and  Monadnock 
got  underway  and  went  down  to  the  anchorage  at  Staten  Island.  At 
sunset  weather  ftne.  Both  vessels  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea, 
the  Monadnock  not  in  tow,  making  7  knots  per  hour.  On  the  morning 
of  the  12th  instant  there  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  southward ;  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  all  the  liatches,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  com- 
pletely over  the  MonadnocWs  deck,  and  at  times,  while  driving  her 
pretty  well  into  it,  the  sea  would  curl  well  up  the  turrets  and  the  spray 
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flyover  the  tops;  it  wasthoaght  advisable  to  go  iuto  the  Delaware 
Breakwater,  which  anchorage  was  reached  at  4  p.  in. 

Left  the  breakwater  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant, 
and  steamed  down  the  coast  at  the  rate  of  7  miles  per  hoar;  wind 
northwest  and  freshening.  The  passage  from  Chincoteague  to  Gape 
Henry  was  exceedingly  rongh;  there  was  considerable  sea  althoagh 
the  gale  was  offshore.  The  ship  behaved  well,  all  things  considered; 
the  rolling,  however,  was  such  as  at  times  to  cause  anxiety  for  the  boats. 
The  sea  broke  completely  over  the  vessel,  curled  up  the  turrets  and 
occasionally  threw  the  spray  inside,  but  no  water  of  consequence  got 
below.  All  this  time  the  engines  were  working  well  at  03  revolutions 
per  minute,  with  25  })Ounds  of  steam,  and  the  ship  making  good  prog- 
ress, say  6  knots  an  hour,  toward  her  destination. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  Monadnock,  though  buoyant  at 
all  times  for  an  ironclad  vessel,  is  particularly  so  with  but  200  tons  of 
coal  on  board  instead  of  300  tons,  which  latter  quantity  is  her  full 
complement  of  fuel.  I  would  further  say  that,  from  what  I  know  of 
the  Monadnock,  I  believe  under  favorable  circumstances  she  will  go  8 
and  9  knots  per  hour,  but  not  any  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Captain. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads 

[Endorsement.] 

From  all  accounts  this  is  the  best  monitor  afloat,  and  can  safely  and 
expeditiously  go  anywhere,  and  in  any  weather. 

D.   D.   PfORTER]. 


[Telegnun.] 


Washington,  November  l6y  1864. 
Bee  if  yon  have  any  shaky  steamer  that  will  carry  300  tons.    It  will 
save  time.    Otherwise  1  will  get  a  blockade  runner.    We  will  go  on 
with  this.    General  Butler  left  this  evening  and  will  cooperate. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

SelfridgCj  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Huron,  to  proceed  to  duty 

off  Western  Bar  Inlet, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  IG,  1864. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar  entrance  to  Wil- 
mington, N.  0.,  and  take  a  position  there  to  enable  you  to  act  efficiently 
as  a  chaser  or  header  ofT. 

Try  and  remain  on  the  blockade  during  the  dark  of  the  inoon,  and 
coal  up  during  the  light  of  the  moon. 
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Pay  particalar  attention  to  night  signals,  whistles,  etc.,  and  do  not 
trnst  anyone  who  shows  a  flash  light  without  requiring  him  to  make 
other  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Portbe, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U,  S.  8.  Huron. 


Report  of  lAeutenant- Commander  Belknap^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding 
V.  8.  8,  8eneca^  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads, 

U.  S.  S.  Seneca, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia,  November  16^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  under  my 
command  at  this  anchorage  from  the  blockade  off  Wilmington  via 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Neic  Berne,  the  forward  main 
engine  being  disabled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant' Commander,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Ma>comh,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  reconnoissaiices  in 

the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  Hi,  lS(i4. 
Admiral:  Since  the  reconnoissance  up  the  Boanoke  made  by  the 
Chicopee  on  the  5th  instant,  reiK)rted  in  my  Xo.  15,  two  others  liave 
been  made  in  the  same  direction — one  by  the  Whitehead  on  the  9th 
instant,  and  another  by  the  Louisiana  and  Belle  on  the  14th.    Ko  signs 
of  the  enemy  were  seen  as  high  up  as  4  miles  above  Jamesville. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  the  8ounds,  North  Atlantic  8qua4ron. 

Bear-Admi       D.  D.  Porter, 

V   Mmanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 


Jjetterfrom  Brigadier-  General  Ludlow,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commander  Nichols, 
U.  8.  Navy,  agreeing  to  postpone  the  opening  of  canal  at  Dutch  Oap, 
James  River. 

Dutch  Gap,  [Va.],  November  i7, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  15th  instant,  and  would  state  that  the  canal  has  now 
reached  that  point  of  completion  when  but  little  work  is  needed  to  tin- 
ish  it;  that  the  mine  is  prepared  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  at  its  north- 
ern terminus,  and  all  that  is  necessary  to  do  is  to  charge  it  with  powder. 
Preparing  the  mine  for  the  explosion  is  but  a  couple  of  days'  work. 


• 
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aud  tbo  lii'ini^  it  hIiouIcI  not  bo  delayed,  for  fesir  that   the  powder  be 
deteriorated  by  the  dampness  of  the  earth. 

In  your  cooinianieation  yon  request  time  to  communicate  with  the 
admiral  in  reference  to  the  danger  from  the  rebel  ironclads  descending 
the  river  via  the  canal,  and  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the  fleet  now 
in  these  wnters,  in  order  to  meet  such  a  contingency.  Unwilling  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  army  and  the  shipping  in  the  James  River 
below  this  point,  aud  thoroughly  appreciating  the  facility  with  which 
the  rebel  fleet  might  pass  through  the  canal,  I  will  not  open  the  channel 
entirely  until  I  receive  further  communication  from  yourself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  Ludlow, 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneraly  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division y  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
DaviSj  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S,  Sassacus,  to  proceed  to  duty 
off  Eastern  Bar. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  17, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Eastern  Bar  and  remain 
off  there  as  a  chaser  until  I  relieve  you.    You  will  take  on  board  Mr. 
Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to  whom  you  will  give  all  assistance  in 
getting  a  course  of  soundings,  of  which  the  chart  is  now  deficient. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portbr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Sassacus. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
absence  of  vessels  from  the  blockade, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet,  November  17,  1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  a  certain  force  to  keep  up  this  blockade  with  and 
I  endeavor  to  so  arrange  it  that  not  more  than  one  will  be  absent  at  a 
time  for  coal.  At  present  there  are  two  absent;  the  Howquah,  the 
third,  will  have  to  go  this  evening.  The  Alabama^  one  of  the  two,  lefb 
here  on  the  12th  to  tow  the  ISeneca  (disabled),  with  orders  to  fill  up 
with  coal  and  supply  herself  with  anchors,  returning  as  expeditiously 
as  possible.  Her  commanding  officer,  after  reaching  Beaufort,  sent  me 
a  verbal  message  that  some  pipes  had  arrived  and  that  he  would  not 
begin  to  coal  ship  until  today,  the  17th,  as  he  would  be  occupied  fitting 
them.  He  has  now  been  absent  five  days.  The  Cherokee  left  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th,  with  positive  orders  to  return  here  to  day.  She 
has  failed  to  comply  with  these  orders,  and  necessitates  the  inlet  being 
left  with  but  three  vessels.  The  fault  lies  in  the  commnnding  officers 
failing  to  attach  due  value  to  orders  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice they  are  upon,  and  I  fear  until  they  receive  some  startling  admoni- 
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tion  through  examples  made  all  efforts  at  anything  like  system  will 
prove  fraitless. 
I  respectfiilly  submit  these  cases  to  your  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant' Oommander J  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqimdron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Arnold^  U.  8,  Navy^  commanding  the 
U.  8.  8.  Otsego^  regarding  reconnoissance  to  Jamesville  in  the  Roanoke 
River. 

U.  8.  S.  Otsego, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  17y  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  proceeded  iu  the  Otsego, 
under  my  command,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres,  Acting  Master  H.  H. 
Foster,  commanding,  up  the  Koanoke  River  as  far  as  Jamesville,  at 
which  point  I  was  informed  by  the  pilot  accompanying  me  that  the 
Otsego  could  not,  without  great  difficulty  and  much  time,  proceed 
farther  owing  to  the  abrupt  turns  of  the  several  bends  between  that 
place  and  Williamston,  which  I  originally  started  to  reach,  if  possible 
to  do  so,  and  return  to  Plymouth  before  dark.  Being  satisfied  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  the  river,  derived  from  an  examination  of  a  chart 
(confirmed  by  that  of  the  pilots),  that  1  could  not  reach  Williamaton 
before  dark,  if  at  all,  I  ordered  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster,  command- 
ing the  Ceres,  to  proceed  up  the  river  farther  in  his  vessel  and  examine 
the  bends  referred  to,  make  a  reconnoissance,  capture  all  supplies  he 
might  see  on  the  river's  bank — cotton,  etc. — destroy  all  boats  or  anything 
else  which  might  be  useful  to  the  enemy,  and  collect  such  information 
as  would  be  of  service  to  us,  and  returfi  and  report  accordingly  in  time 
to  permit  of  our  reaching  Plymouth  by  dark.  The  reconnoissance,  con- 
ducted with  intelligence,  confirmed  the  opinions  previously  expressed 
by  the  pilots  that  if  it  was  not  impossible  for  the  Otsego  to  reach  VVil- 
liamstoii,  it  would  require  at  least  an  entire  day  to  do  so.  As  your 
instructions  forbid  me  to  remain  away  from  Tlymouth  during  the  night, 
and  1  could  not  reach  Williamston  without  doing  so,  I  have  returned 
to  report.  We  saw  nothing  in  our  reconnoissance  to  capture  or  destroy. 
At  Jamesville  we  captur^  a  rebel  soldier,  whom  I  send  to  you,  and 
obtained  from  parties  on  the  banks  of  the  river  information  that  there 
were  two  regiments  at  or  about  Williamston,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Whitford;  that  there  were  troops  between  Jamesville  and  Williams- 
ton, back  from  the  river  bank  a  few  miles,  but  how  many  they  could 
not  say,  and  that  there  was  a  cavalry  picket  half  a  mile  from  James- 
ville on  the  main  road  leading  to  Williamston  of  8  men.  I  also  learned 
that  the  enemy  are  strongly  fortifying  Rainbow  Bluff,  but  1  could  not 
ascertain  whether  they  were  erecting  batteries  between  Jamesville  and 
Williamston  or  not.  The  Geres  went  7  miles  above  Jamesville,  but 
saw  no  batteries  or  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 
lAeutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  8,  Otsego. 

Commander  W.  U.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Oomniander  Mctc&mby  U,  S.  Navy^  giving  informatifm  regarding 
Confederate  ram  at  Kimion^  N.  C, 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  17 j  1864. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  you  the  followinfi^  informa- 
tion received  through  two  Union  soldiers  who  have  been  confined  in 
Southern  prisons  and  have  lately  made  their  escape: 

Having  made  their  way  from  prison  as  far  as  Kinston,  N.  C,  they 
met  a  rebel  deserter  (of  whom  they  say  there  are  many  lurking  in  the 
woods);  who,  on  hearing  that  they  intended  going  down  the  Neuse  River 
to  New  Berne,  informed  them  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so,  as 
in  passing  Kinston  they  would  certainly  be  discovered  from  the  rebel 
ram  lying  there  with  her  crew  and  armament  of  4  guns  on  board,  ready 
to  start  down  the  river  as  soon  as  the  water  should  rise  sufficiently. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr,^  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squudron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter  y  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in  Jame^  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  18j  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  report  ftom  Com- 
mander E.  T.  Nichols  regarding  the  movements  of  the  rebel  vessels  in 
James  River. 

The  army  are  going  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  in  the  canal  at  Dutch 
Gap  to-morrow,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  torpedo  boat 
now  in  New  York  may  be  sent  here  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  used 
against  the  rebel  rams. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C, 

[Enclosare.J 

U,  S.  S.  Mbndota, 
James  River,  November  16, 1864. 
Admiral  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  to  ascertain  as  accurately  as 

r)ssible  the  habits  and  proceedings  of  the  enemy's  vessels  in  this  river, 
have  the  honor  to  make  tbe  following  report: 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  Acting  Master  Lothrop  Wight,  of  this 
vessel,  volunteered  his  services  to  make  a  reconnoiasance  and  proceeded 
to  do  so,  a<!Companied  by  Acting  Knsign  F.  W.  Mintzer,  commanding 
picket  tug  No.  6.  They  succeeded  in  reaching  the  bank  of  the  river  at 
or  near  the  point  marked  "A"  on  the  accompanying  sketch.  Here 
they  observed  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels  underway,  patrolling  the 
river,  while  a  tug  had  anchored  some  distance  below.  Another  vessel, 
which  they  could  not  see,  but  from  which  they  heard  the  steam  escap- 
ing, anchored  above,  about  *'  B,"  the  vessel  patrolling.    Mr.  Wight  at 
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first  supposed  it  to  be  an  ironclad,  but  was  subsequently  convinced 
that  she  was  an  ordinary  propeller,  as  he  could  hear  the  blades  of  her 
screw  strike  the  water  as  she  moved  along.  She  had  a  spar  across 
her  forecastle  and  another  spar  extending  bowsprit-like  from  the  bow, 
with  a  stay  to  an  upright  spar  near  the  bow,  not  a  mast.  He  could  not 
see  whether  anything  was  attached  to  the  outrigger.  This  vessel  is 
probably  the  one  the  army  have  reported  as  an  ironclad,  which  was  in 
the  habit  of  anchoring  there  at  night,  but  Mr.  Wight  says  she  keeps 


underway,  only  dropping  an  anchor  to  swing  around  by  at  each  end  of 
her  beat.  All  these  observations  were  mcule  before  the  moon  rose; 
after  that,  fearing  discovery  by  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  who  could  be 
plainly  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  he  retired ;  but  made  his 
way  down  again  before  daylight  and  examined  the  banks  ot  the  river 
as  far  as  the  point  "C  without  discovering  any  sign  of  obstructions. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  he  saw  three  boats  made  fast,  two 
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skiflH  and  a  rowboat,  but  doc8  not  know  wliother  t]iey  wcro  nsecl  dar- 
ing the  night.  During  the  night  lie  heard  heavy  pounding  near  where 
the  lowest  tug  was  anchored,  but  presumes  it  must  have  been  on  board 
the  vessel  herself,  as  he  could  not  see  anything  on  the  river  or  river 
banks  to  account  for  it.  He  had  been  informed  by  army  officers  that 
the  river  banks  where  he  wished  to  examine  were  picketed  by  the 
enemy,  and  therefore  caution  was  necessary.  He  satisfied  himself  that 
there  were  no  pickets  there  the  night  of  the  14th  and  requested  |)er- 
mission  to  go  there  again  last  night.  He  has  returned,  and  I  now  give 
the  substance  of  his  latest  observations.  There  are  certainly  no  pickets 
from  the  Graveyard  round  to  the  point  ''C,"  but  last  night  men  were 
landed  at  two  places  ft'om  the  patrol  boats,  remained  a  short  time,  and 
then  retired.  The  tug  came  down  to  the  same  point  as  on  the  night 
beibre  and  two  propellers  patrolled  the  river  above  her,  one  up  and  one 
down,  passing  each  other  about  abreast  of  the  Graveyard ;  each  patrol- 
ling steamer  towed  a  boat  with  a  man  in  it,  and  two  rowboats  were 
constantly  cruising  in  the  river.  Tbe  vessels  all  moved  up  the  river 
this  morning  before  daylight.  After  daylight  Mr.  Wight  pursued  his 
researches  along  a  road  to  near  a  point  marked  ^<  D,"  from  which  he 
could  see  the  smokestacks  of  seven  steamers  over  the  land.  Five 
were  moving  up  and  two  remained  stationary ;  these  two  he  feels  sure 
were  ironclads.  He  is  certain  that  neither  last  night  nor  the  night 
before  did  the  ironclads  come  below  Kingsland  Creek.  Opposite  the 
Graveyard,  and  extending  down  along  the  river,  are  very  heavy  bat- 
teries, quite  near  the  bank.  The  red  dots  along  the  left  bank  represent 
the  enemy's  pickets.  Last  night  Mr.  Wight  passed  most  of  the  time 
above  the  Graveyard,  and  is  satisfied  that  no  ironclad  was  as  low  as 
Kingsland  Greek.  He  goes  out  again  to-night,  and  I  will  forward  to 
you  by  mail  the  result  of  his  further  observations.  I  must  commend 
to  your  notice  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Wight  in  this  work.  He  sits  as  member 
of  a  court-martial  during  the  day,  and  spends  his  nights  in  the  field. 
I  am  informed  that  deserters  from  the  ironclads  report  that  they  have 
heavy  nets  suspended  from  outriggers  extending  entirely  around  them, 
and  below  their  bottoms,  as  a  protection  against  the  attack  of  torpedoes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Comdr,,  Comdg.  pro  tern  Fifth  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Nichols,  U,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  canal  at  Dutch  Oap,  James  River, 

Hampton  Koads,  November  is,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  has  been  received.    Let  the  army  go  ahead 
and  blow  out  their  bulkhead,  and  when  they  get  a  vessel  through  just 
let  me  know. 

As  to  rams  and  torpedoes,  they  can  all  be  avoided  by  proper  care. 
Board  the  rams  and  keep  out  torpedo  catchers.     It  will  serve  to  keep 
the  watches  on  the  alert,  and  the  picket  boats  lively. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear 'Admiral. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter /roin  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  RearAdm  Iral  Porter^  U,  8.  Sa  i% 
regarding  measuren  to  be  employed  in  case  of  injury  d&ne  to  prize  vesseh 
or  tlieir  cargoes  after  surrender, 

Navy  Department,  November  18^  1864. 
Sir  :  From  reports  of  captures,  it  is  inferred  that  in  some  instances 
articles  are  thrown  overboard  alter  the  prize  has  yielded  or  surrendered. 
After  a  vessel  has  surrendered  or  has  ceased  to  resist,  either  by 
abandoning  further  effort  to  escape  or  discontinuing  hostile  action, 
it  is  inadmissible  for  those  in  her  to  throw  overboard  papers,  cargo,  or 
other  articles  of  importance  or  value,  or  to  injure  the  vessel  in  any 
manner.    By  doing  so  they  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  being 
fired  into,  and  the  captor  is  justifiable  in  resorting  to  such  measures, 
should  he  perceive  unmistakable  indications  that  such  a  course  is  being 
pursued  by  those  on  board  the  captured  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron j  Hampton  Roadn, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Trenchard^  U,  S,  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S,  Rhode  Island, 

Navy  Department,  November  I8y  1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  to  Hampton  lioads  and 
report  to  Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Rhode  Island^  New  Yorlc, 


InHtructions  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Commander  Nichols, 
U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  James  River, 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  19, 1864, 

Sir:  The  Onondaga,  Eutaw,  Maine  [Miami?],  Mendota,  Massasoit, 
Hunchback,  and  Commodore  Perry  will  take  their  stations  up  near  the 
canal  [Dutch  Gap]  when  opened,  the  Onondaga  lying  in  the  rear  of  all, 
with  her  guns  trained  on  the  canal,  and  the  others  placed  in  a  position, 
line  astern,  that  will  enable  them  to  fire  through  the  canal.  At  sunset 
steam  will  be  kept  up  for  all  night,  and  the  chains  ready  for  slipping 
at  a  monient's  notice. 

At  sunset  all  the  vessels  will  go  to  quarters  and  prepare  for  night 
action.  The  guns  will  be  loaded  with  shot  and  shell,  cast  loose,  pointed 
toward  the  canal,  and  priming  boxes  kept  at  the  guns.  One  watch  will 
be  kept  on  the  deck  at  all  times,  night  and  day,  and  the  men  are  to  be 
instructed  when  they  turn  out  at  quarters  at  night.    They  must  not 
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ITelegrftin.] 

Navy  Depabtbisnt,  November  19j  1864. 
OalciaiD  lights  promised  Taeaday.    What  draft  will  do  for  300  f 
Bamors  that  prize  will  have  to  be  retarued.    Have  telegraphed  Batier 
to  hold.    Spuyten  Duyvil  leaves  New  York  to-day  via  canals. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  I).  POBTER, 

Corndg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


[TeleicrniD.] 

BuTLKB's  Headc^uautebs,  November  1%  18Gi—10p.  m. 

(Beceived  10:40  p.  m.) 
I  will  hold  on  till  I  hear  from  you. 

B.   F.   BUTLEB, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Hon.  G.  y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telein'ani] 


Navy  Department,  November  20y  1864. 
Your  telegram  to  Wachusett  C2i>v\  not  be  sent;  line  down.    You  will 
have  to  send  up  a  tug,  or  else  send  word  by  the  mail  boat  from  Hamp- 
ton Boads.    The  general  will  hold  on  to  the  blow  up  until  tbe  Strom- 
boll  arrives  from  New  York. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary, 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobter, 

Comdij.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


L  Telegram.] 

FoBTBBSS  MoNBOE,  Va.,  November  20,  1864 — 11: 30  p.  m. 

(Beceived  11:45  p.  m.) 

Don't  let  General  Butler  stop  his  explosion  on  our  account.  There 
are  vessels  enough  at  the  gap  to  eat  up  all  the  rebel  rams,  and  I  have 
put  a  man  there  (Parker)  whenever  had  the  ram  fever.  The  sooner 
they  get  through  the  better,  and  if  we  ask  them  to  stop  for  us,  delay 
may  be  hurtful. 

I  think  the  Louisiana  will  do  for  our  purpose.  Have  ordered  her 
from  the  sound  to  Beaufort,  []^.  0.],  to  take  out  everything  but  her  boil- 
ers and  machinery. 

The  material  had  better  be  sent  t-o  Beaufort  at  once. 

D.  D.   POBTEB, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Nary, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Forter^    U.    S.  Navy^  regarding  the   U.  S.  S. 

Ijouiaiana, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvernj  Hampton  BoadSj  November  20y  1861, 

Sib:  Send  the  Louisiana  to  Beaafort  without  delay,  and  report  to  me 
if  she  can  stow  300  tons,  in  measurement  3,000  barrels,  and  not  draw 
over  8  feet  with  all  her  coal,  provisions,  masts,  guns,  anchors,  and 
everything  else  except  boilers  and  machinery.  Let  uie  know  if  she 
will  stand  running  in  a  moderate  sea,  or  how  much  she  will  stand;  how 
mach  water  she  will  make,  and,  in  fact,  everythiug  about  her. 

Read  the  following  signals  ^om  the  boat  code  signal  book  and  you 
will  see  what  I  want  with  her. 

The  vessel  should  be  able  to  carry  3,000  barrels  by  measurement, 
calculating  8  barrels  to  the  ton,  and  then  not  draw  over  8  feet. 
I  want  this  attended  to  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Orders  of  Rea/r- Admiral  Forter^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Macombj 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds^  regarding  general 
matters. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  Hampton  RoadSy  November  20^  1864. 
Sir  :  1  have  written  to  you  several  times  about  matters  and  things 
in  your  district,  but  from  fear  you  have  not  received  my  letters  I  repeat 
the  substance.    Dismount  all  the  captured  guns  and  send  them  to  me. 
Use  all  the  ammunition  that  will  suit  for  the  vessels  under  your  com- 
mand.   Send  here  all  naval  stores,  copper,  lead,  or  l>rass.    Leave  no 
rebel  guns  anywhere  that  may  be  captured.    Kaise  the  Albemarle  if 
possible.     Keep  communication  with  me  more  frequently.    Send  all  the 
Government-built  double  enders  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  to  await  my  orders. 
Send  the  coal  that  comes  in  the  sounds  to  Beaufort.    Send  all  rebel 
dispatches  to  me  without  delay.    Always  let  me  know  what  is  wanted, 
and  write  to  me  every  time  you  have  a  chance. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 


[Telegram.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  November  21^  1864. 
Picket  boat  No.  5  has  arrived. 

Davib  \)s  Porter, 

fiear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  JAeutenant  Balch,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the 
chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  HOWQUAH, 
Off  Wilmingtony  N.  C,  November  ^l,  1864. 
Sir:  I  would  retspectfully  Hubmit  the  following  report:  While  stand- 
iug  in  on  my  station  last  evening  in  6^  fathoms  of  water,  U.  S.  S. 
Kansas  spoke  as.    At  6:30  by  the'  Howquah^s  deck  timepiece,  Monnd 
bearing  W.  ^  S.,  ship  heading  W.  N.  W.,  saw  the  white  water  of  a 
side- wheel  steamer  bearing  N.  W.,  and  going  very  fast  to  the  N.  N.  E.; 
called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  gave  chase;  at  the  same  time  the 
Kansas  ^red  a  rocket  and  gun;  we  fired  two  rockets.    At  7:.'i0lo8t 
sight  of  her  and  returned  to  our  station,  the  Mound  bearing  W.  by  S. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Baloh, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Guest,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tosco,  of 
the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Sybil. 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 
At  sea^  November  21  j  1804. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  duplicate  prize  lists  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  vessel  for  the  British  schooner  Sybil,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
from  Matamoras  to  New  York,  loaded  with  307  bales  of  cotton,  seized 
in  longitude  76o  52'  W.,  latitude  33o  18'  N.  She  purports  to  be  from 
Matamoras  to  New  York,  loaded  with  cotton.  There  is  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  cotton  came  from  Matamoras  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
river,  and  labors  under  the  suspicion  of  having  run  the  blockade.  The 
papers  of  the  vessel  are  incomplete,  jvnd  being  without  clearance  from 
either  Mexican  or  French  authority  (the  French  being  in  possession  of 
Matamoras  when  she  sailed),  increases  the  susincion  that  the  cotton 
43ame  from  the  Texas  side  of  the  river.  There  are  no  owners'  names 
given  to  the  cotton,  but  it  is  principally  covered  by  an  insurance  under 
an  English  policy.  New  York,  to  which  it  is  nominally  consigned, 
being  merely  a  port  of  transshipment,  the  cotton  has  therefore  been 
taken  in  delicto  from  Texas  to  England.  Another  ground  of  seizure  is 
that  it  is  contraband  of  war,  as  much  as  gold,  silver,  or  bills  of 
•exchange,  being  the  basis  for  the  Confederate  loan  and  supplies  in 
England.  (Reier  to  Diplomatic  Correspondence  for  1863,  Mr.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell.)  The  papers  of  the 
outward-bound  voyage  show  that  the  cargo  consisted  of  boxes  of  hard- 
ware and  merchandise  (which  might  have  been  arms).  The  only  clear- 
ance consisted  of  a  letter  of  clearance  from  a  British  acting  vice- 
consul,  for  a  vice  consul,  for  the  vessel  and  none  whatever  for  the 
cargo.  The  voyage  of  this  vessel  from  New  York  to  Matamoras  has 
been  undoubtedly  to  supply  the  rebels  through  that  place  and  to 
receive  cotton  in  any  way  she  could  get  it,  taking  the  coastwise  chances 
jfor  running  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 
Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

^on.  QjJ>^QN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy^ 
regarding  the  U.  8.  8ohool-8hip  8abine. 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  8aHne  (second  rate),  being  appropriated  entirely 
for  a  school-ship  for  the  instruction  of  apprentices,  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  a  part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Sqnadron,  but  will 
anchor  off  Norfolk,  under  the  command  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  naval  station. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1864. 
Six  locomotive  lights  left  New  York  last  evening  by  express. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hamptjon  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1864. 
Can  you  send  150  tons  to  Beaufort  wh6n  wanted?    Vessel  is  prepar- 
ing there  for  300  tons. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  his  arrival  at  Dutch  Oap, 
James  River,  for  the  command  of  the  Fifth  Division. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 
Dutch  Oap,  James  River,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Mahopac  at  Dutch 
Gap  to-day  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  that  I  have  assumed  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  Division  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commandiir. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commander  AmmeUj  U.  8. 
Navpj  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Mohican. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  j^2j  1864. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  New  Inlet  entrauce  to 
Gape  Fear  Biver  and  perform  sach  daty  as  may  be  assigned  yoa  on  the 
blockade  of  that  entrance. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  Dan'l  Ammen, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican. 


Ord^r  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Ram- 
say, commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  New  Inlet. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  blockade  off  New  Inlet 
and  act  as  chaser  until  the  vessels  that  belong  to  that  bar  are  on  their 
stations,  when  you  will  proceed  to  your  station  as  marked  on  the 
blockade  chart. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant^Gommander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Unadilla, 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  evactcation  of  Washing- 
ton, N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  22, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  17th  instant  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green,  commanding  Louisiana^  visited 
Washington,  N.  G.,  and  reports  it  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  11th 
instant.  He  says:  '* They  took  all  their  stores  with  them  except  one 
32  pounder,  of  63  cwt.,  which  they  spiked  and  threw  down  the  embank- 
ment." The  rebel  forces  are  about  9  miles  out,  between  Washington 
and  Greenville.  The  whole  Pamlico  region  appears  to  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  rebels.  The  rebels  now  hold  no  position  on  either 
sound. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding  District  8ounds,  North  Atlartic  8qttadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  information  regard- 
ing Confederate  defenses  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Shamrock,  November  22, 1804. 
Admiral:  I  have  just  received  the  following  as  the  mail  closes,  from 
two  escaped  negro  soldiers  (Union). 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         83 

At  Rainbow  Bluff,  on  this  river  [RoanokeJ,  the  rebels  have  10  guns, 
4  bearing  on  the  water  and  6  on  the  land.  They  are  mounting  more 
guns.  The  fort  is  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  (coming  down).  There 
are  1,500  troops  there.  At  Poplar  Point  (2  miles  below  Bainbow  Bluff) 
there  are  200  troops.  There  are  torpedoes  3  or  4  miles  below  Bainbow 
Bluff. 

Bespectfully,  etc.,  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander^  etc. 
Bear- Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Studley, 
TJ.  a.  Navy  J  regarding  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Norfolk. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads j  Va.,  November  23, 1864. 
Sir:  The  pax)ers  announce  that  the  port  of  Norfolk  has  been  opened 
for  trade.    I  have  received  no  official  notice  of  the  fact.    Until  I  order 
it  you  will  not  permit  any  vessels  other  than  those  employed  by  the 
Army  or  Navy  to  enter  this  port  to  trade. 
Bespectftally,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Master  I.  B.  Studley, 

Commanding  TJ.  8,  8.  Young  Rover. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commander  Tren<;hard, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island. 

Hampton  Bo  ads,  November  23, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Eastern  Bar  and  take  your  station  as  a 
chaser,  cruising  off  and  on  from  your  position  as  marked  on  the  chart 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  S.  D.  Trenohard, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb^  f  \  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  23, 1864. 
Sir:  Send  the  Louisiana  to  me  at  once  at  this  place. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  <Sound«, 
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Report  of  Commander  Ouesty  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U,  8.  S.  Io900j 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  November  18  to  22^  1864. 

U.  8.  S.  losoo, 
Hampton  Roads j  November  23^  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  to  report  the  incidents  of  my  late  cruise  as  follows : 

Left  Beaufort  18th  instant. 

On  the  20th,  finding  defect  in  engines,  determined  to  return  to  Beau- 
fort. 

21st,  seized  the  schooner  8yhil  (British),  with  307  bales  of  cotton,  from 
Matamoras  to  New  York.  Sent  her  to  New  York,  via  Hampton  Roads, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Paul  Ware. 

22d,  in  hoisting  up  l)oat  after  boarding  vessel,  stove  the  boat  and 
dropped  a  man  overboard,  who  was  rescued. 

22d,  at  4  p.  m.,  heavy  gale  from  S.  W.,  which  continued  twelve 
hours;  ship  worked  and  strained  to  a  dangerous  degree,  steering  badly; 
knocked  up  starboard  guard  and  lifted  hurricane  deck ;  started  bolts 
in  waterways  and  docks,  loosened  the  copper  about  the  water  line, 
opened  and  split  bulkhead,  and  generally  strained  her  very  much.  By 
constant  watchfulness  and  skillful  steering  1  was  enabled  to  keep  her 
head  to  sea,  but  to  do  so  was  obliged  to  drive  her  into  it  with  ten  turns 
of  the  engine,  equal  to  a  speed  of  6  knots;  she  would  not  steer  with 
less.  Hiui  she  fallen  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  she  would  soon  have 
been  knocked  to  pieces. 

When  the  gale  broke  on  tbe  morning  of  the  22d,  my  observation 
showed  that  I  had  been  drifted  by  the  Gulf  Stream  to  the  latitude  of 
Gape  Hatteras,  which  determined  me  to  come  here  and  report  to  you, 
instead  of  going  to  Beaufort  and  losing  the  time  which  would  be  neces- 
sary to  forward  report  from  there  and  receive  your  orders. 

This  vessel  I  do  not  consider  fit  for  the  blockade  for  the  following 
reasons:  1st,  inability  to  stand  heavy  weather;  2d,  want  of  speed,  and 
rolling  so  that  a  boarding  boat  can  not  be  lowered  in  any  sea  at  all; 
3d,  she  will  not  steer. 

I  am,  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  (Iuest, 

Commander, 

Admiral  D.  D.  POETER, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Entrance  of  the  blockade  runner  Little  Hattie  into  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  November  23, 1864. 

Bei>ort  of  lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  8.  Pequot, 
Beauforty  N.  C,  November  24, 1^04, 
Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  at  a  few 
moments  before  8  o^clock  a.  m.,  whilst  standing  to  the  N.  N.  E.  near 
land  by  Stump  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  I  discovered  a  white  object  close 
to  the  shore  and  steered  for  it.  It  soon  proved  to  be  a  two-piped  side- 
wheel  steamer,  heading  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  I  immedi- 
a^tely  gave  chase.  The  runner  stood  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
I  hoisted  colors  and  numbers  and  fired  a  shot  across  his  bows.  As  he 
gave  no  answer,  I  opened  fire  upon  him  at  about  8:10  a.  m.  and  con- 
tjnued  hring^  making  black  smoke  to  attract  the  attention  of  any 
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cmiFcrs  near  by.  I  continued  the  chase,  making  all  drawing  sail.  The 
chase  slowly  drew  ahead  of  me,  continuing  to  steam  down  the  coast.  I 
was  close  inshore  and  followed  her,  and  at  10 :  05  a.  m.  was  abreast  of 
Masonboro  Inlet,  and  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  entrance,  was 
plainly  in  sight  from  this  ship. 

I  continued  firing  at  the  runner,  although  I  could  not  reach  her,  with 
the  object  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

We  were  now  in  sight,  with  my  number  hoisted,  making  black  smoke 
and  firing  guns,  but  the  blockaders  failed  to  comprehend  the  chase,  and 
I  had  the  mortification  (when  close  inshore,  under  the  fire  of  Half  Moon 
battery),  at  10:45  a.  m.,  to  see  the  runner  enter  New  Inlet  entrance  of 
Gape  Fear  Biver,  North  Carolina,  she  not  being  seen  by  any  of  the 
blockaders  until  she  was  nearly  up  to  Fort  Fisher^  and  it  was  too  late 
to  intercept  her. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Kansas  came  toward  and  exchanged  numbers  with  nie 
shortly  after  I  had  passed  the  Half  Moon  battery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


S«port  of  Commander  Spotti,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Pawtuzet 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet, 

At  8ea^  November  23^  1864. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  ran  the  coast  down  from  Bogue Inlet  to  Masonboro 
Inlet,  close  in  to  the  land,  cruised  off  Masonboro  Inlet  last  night ;  met  the 
Pequot  soon  after  daylight,  standing  up  the  coast.  I  followed  the  coast 
down  to  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet,  intending  to  run  the  coast  up  in  the 
afternoon.  Just  as  I  arrived  there  the  Pequot  was  discovered  chasing 
a  blockade  runner  down  the  coast.  I  gave  chase  with  the  rest  of  the 
fleet,  but  failed  to  cut  her  off  before  she  reached  the  bar.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Braine  informed  me  that  he  found  her  lying  near  the  land 
between  New  Biver  and  New  Topsail  inlets.  She  must  have  run  in 
last  night,  as  she  was  not  there  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Eoad^t. 


Report  of  Captain  OUison,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommandiiig  U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cnba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  New  Inlety  November  23, 1864, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
that  I  arrived  oft'  ^ew  Inlet  this  morning  and  anchored  at  9 :  20  a.  m., 
having  come  in  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  S. 
and  W.  At  10:20  a.  m.  discovered  a  vessel  under  sail  bearing  N.  by 
W.;  made  signal  8251  to  the  squadron  to  get  uudeuwayij'wVi\^\sL^^^& 
acoomplished  as  soon  as  possible.    The  Kama^  ^a^  t\ie  ^x^\>  Xq\^^  q'^^ 
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and  stood  in  to  the  land  to  cut  off  the  strange  sail.  Soon  after  the 
strange  sail  stood  out  from  the  land,  being  opposite  to  the  Half  Moon 
battery,  which  oi)ened  lire  on  the  >'es8el  under  sail,  and  which  proved 
to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot,  in  chase  of  a  blockade  runner,  which,  from 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere,  was  not  seen  by  our  lookouts  until 
she  was  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  time  elapsed  from  the  sight- 
ing of  the  vessel  under  sail  was  only  about  thirty  minutes  until  the 
blockade  runner  was  inside  of  the  bar.  As  she  passed  the  fort  she  had 
the  appearance  of  a  vessel  coming  down  the  river. 

There  are  so  few  vessels  on  this  bar  that  I  have  ordered  Oaptain 
Clitz,  with  the  Onceola,  to  remain  until  the  Sdssacua  returns,  hoping 
that  it  will  meet  your  approbation.  It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  of  wind 
nearly  every  day  since  1  left  Norfolk,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to  oome 
up  for  coal  about  the  1st  of  the  month.  I  would  earnestly  request  the 
admiral  to  have  a  x)ermanent  divisional  officer  st-ationed  off  this  bar, 
and  more  vessels  are  required  for  bar  tenders.  There  are  only  eight 
here  at  this  time — the  Onceola,  Kansas^  Howquahy  Atahama^  ManticellOj 
Cherokeey  Wilderness j  and  Clematis ^  which  is  disabled.  I  sail  this  even- 
ing on  my  offshore  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  8.  Glisson, 

Captain^  U.  8.  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  I).  Portbr, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bloekading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenmnt-Commander  Watmongh,  V.  8.  Navy,  commandiiig  V.  8.  8.  Kamas. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  November  23^  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  10:05  a.  m.  a  vessel  was 
reported  from  the  masthead  on  a  bearing  of  N.  N.  E.  The  quarter- 
master was  sent  aloft  and  reported  he  thought  it  was  a  steamer  with 
two  smokestacks,  standing  along  the  land  to  the  S.  W.  1  immediately 
sent  the  officer  of  the  deck  aloft,  who  reported  it  was  a  vessel  under 
sail,  with  colors  tiying  at  peak  and  foremast,  and  that  the  batteries 
were  firing  at  her.  The  signal,  ^'A  suspicious  sail  in  sight  to  the 
N.  K.  E."  was  begun;  at  about  10:15  spread  fires,  chain  brought  to, 
and  the  order  given  to  heave  up.  At  10 :  20  was  underway,  standing  to 
the  N.  W.  to  head  off  this  sail.  At  this  time  the  sail  was  seen  from  the 
deck,  and  I  stood  under  four  bells  to  head  her  off.  After  steaming  a 
mile  I  discovered  a  two-stack  steamer  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher,  standing  down  along  the  land,  headed  inshore,  but  soon 
discovered,  to  our  mortification,  that  owing  to  the  peculiarly  rarefied 
state  of  the  atmosphere  the  blockade  had  been  broken  during  the  day- 
time. I  then  headed  up  for  the  stranger  under  sail,  at  whom  the  bat- 
teries were  firing,  and  made  her  out  to  be  the  Pequot 

1  must  add  here  that  after  our  signal  was  mastheaded  the  senior  officer 
present.  Captain  Glisson,  made  signal  for  the  squadron  to  get  under- 
way, whiqh  was  immediately  obeyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  CommaBder  Cliti,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Oioeola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina^  November  23^  1864, 
Admiral:  This  morning  aboat  10  o'clock  a  steamer  (probably  a 
blockade  runner)  was  seen  close  in  under  the  laud,  and  near  Fort 
Fisher. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  I 
have  to  make  the  following  report: 

About  a  quarter  to  a  half  an  hour  before  the  signal  was  made  for  the 
squadron  to  get  underway  black  smoke  was  discovered  bearing  N.  to 
^.  by  E.  Soon  after  a  vessel  was  discovered  under  sail,  which  vessel 
was  firing,  and  the  batteries  on  shore  also  firing. 

The  squadron  immediately  got  underway  and  bore  down  for  the  sail, 
which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot^  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine 
commanding.  In  the  meantime  the  steamer,  close  in  under  the  land 
and  near  Fort  Fisher,  ran  the  blockade  through  New  Inlet,  eastern 
entrance  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

The  said  steamer  was  not  seen  until  she  had  reached  the  position 
referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commandery  U.  8»  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads, 


Report  of  Aetixig  Volunteer  lieutenant  Baloh,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8. 8.  Howqnah. 

U.  S.  8.  HOWQUAH, 
Off  Neic  Inletj  NoHh  Carolina^  November  23^  ISOi, 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report:  At  10:30  by  the 
HowquaWs  deck  timepiece,  lying  at  anchor  in  8^  fathoms  of  water,  with 
the  fleet,  consisting  of  ten  vessels,  Mound  bearing  W.  ^  S.,  Kansas 
made  general  signal  7826.  At  the  same  time  Santiago  de  Cuba  made 
gener^  signal  8251.  Spread  fires  and  commenced  heaving  in  chain. 
At  10: 40  lookout  reported  a  steamer  or  schooner  up  the  beach,  bearing 
N.  W.  from  us,  with  the  Half  Moon  battery  firing  at  her.  At  10:45 
underway,  standing  in  to  the  westward,  with  the  fleet,  to  cut  off  any 
vessel  coming  down  the  beach.  The  lookout  reported  a  white  flag  and 
two  smokestacks  going  in  past  Fort  Fisher. 

At  the  same  time,  owing  to  the  mirage,  the  atmosphere  was  such  that 
it  was  imx>ossible  to  make  out  distinctly  objects  on  shore,  only  the  tops 
ot  the  trees.  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  Mound  visible.  Strange  vessel  up 
the  beach  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  PequoU  At  11 :  20  returned  to  our 
anchorage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commandmg  V.  S.  8.  Howquah, 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Aeting  Vdlnnteer  Lieateiuuit  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8. 8.  Ay>ii^i^ 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Oarolirutj  Novetnher  23, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows :  This  morning  at  9 :30  a.  id. 
I  left  my  ehip  at  anchor  near  the  other  sliips  of  the  squadron  off  the  bar 
of  New  Inlet  to  report  to  Captain  Glisson,  on  board  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  who  had  just  arrived  and  anchored  near  me.  At  10  a.  m.,  while 
in  Captain  (rlisson's  cabin,  a  report  was  made  that  a  schooner  was 
coming  down  the  land  to  the  northward  and  eastward  and  was  being 
fired  at  by  the  batteries  on  shore.  A  few  minutes  after  the  report  was 
corrected  by  statinir  a  black  smoke  was  being  chased  by  the  schooner, 
and  she  was  firing  at  it.  I  hastened  on  board  my  ship,  which  was 
getting  underway  (in  obedience  to  signal  from  Captain  Glisson),  and 
asked  the  officer  of  the  deck  what  two-pipe  steamer  it  was  in  sight,  and 
which  appeared  to  be  between  us  and  the  land,  and  some  distance 
past  us  to  the  westward  and  nearer  the  bar.  lie  informed  me  by  reply- 
ing, *'That  steamer  is  coming  down  the  river,  sir.  I  noticed  her  when 
she  first  passed  a  chimp  of  trees  between  the  coast  and  the  river,  and 
have  watched  her  ever  since.  She  is  in  the  river,  sir ;  her  hull  is  hid  by 
the  land."  In  heaving  up  my  anchor  the  chain  parted  and  I  was  soon 
underway.  The  vessel  under  sail  inshore  was  being  fired  at  by  the 
Half  Moon  battery,  but  which  firing  was  mistaken  by  us  for  an  attempt 
to  prevent  the  U.  S.  S.  Kansas  from  heading  off  and  capturing  the  sail. 
We  followed  the  Patctujcet  in,  and  soon  saw  the  stranger  haul  off  for 
the  squadron  under  American  colors.  When  she  exchanged  signals 
with  the  Kansas  we  found  it  was  the  U.  S.  S.  Fequot.  We  followed 
then  the  motions  of  our  senior  oflicer  and  returned  to  our  anchorage, 
when  we  were  surprised  to  hear  that  the  steamer  seen  with  two  pipes 
had  been  chased  along  the  land  by  the  Pequot— and  made  her  run  in 
over  the  bar — right  in  broad  daylight;  but  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the 
mirage,  or  refiection,  was  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  oat 
the  true  nature  of  the  case  until  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  o!)edient  servant, 

Frank  Smiih, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenayit,  Commanding. 

KearAdmiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Denniaon,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Cherokee. 

U.  S.  S.  Cherokee, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  New  Inlet,  November  23,  1861, 
Sir:  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  reiwrt,  viz: 
At  10:30  this  morning,  being  at  anchor  in  8J  fathoms  water,  the 
Mound  bearing  W.  1 N.,  Bald  Head  light-house  bearing  S.W.by  W.f  W., 
I  saw  a  steamer  under  sail  bearing  N.  by  W.,  apparently  close  under  the 
land,  heading  to  the  southward  and  westward;  at  the  same  time  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba  made  signal  8251.    I  immediately  slipped  and  stood 
toward  strange  sail,  all  the  fleet  getting  underway.  A  few  minutes  after 
saw  a  steamer  with  two  smokestacks  and  rebel  flag  flying,  ai)i)arently 
ueiir  the  Mound  to  the  westward.   The  atmosphere  being  in  such  a  state. 
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it  was  almost  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  anything  close  under  the 
land,  water  and  Innd  seeming  to  blend  in  one. 
The  steamer  under  sail  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  8.  Pequot. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Dbnnison, 
Acting  Volunteei*  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Kear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron j  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  lieatenant  Bmner,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Clematis. 

U.  S.  S.  Clematis, 
Off  New  Inletj  November  23^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  while  at  anchor  this  morning  in  8  fathoms 
water,  at  about  10:30  a.  in.,  the  officer  of  deck  rex>orted  a  suspicions- 
looking  vessel  coming  from  the  northward.  I  immediately  went  on  deck 
to  examine  it.  While  doing  so  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  made  signal  for 
the  squadron  to  get  underway.  My  vessel  being  disabled,  I  made  sig- 
nal to  that  effect,  which  was  answered  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  strange  vessel  proved  to  be  a  blockade  runner  chased  by  one  of 
our  vessels,  and  succeeded  in  getting  into  Wilmington. 

From  where  we  lay  it  was  almost  impossible  to  see  a  vessel  inshore 
on  account  of  the  great  mirage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Bbuneb, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Aeting  Master  Arey,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V,  8.  8.  Wildemew. 

U.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 
Off  Nero  Inletj  November  23 j  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report:  At 
10:30  this  morning  made  a  strange  steamer  under  sail,  very  near  the 
land,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.    At  10:35  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  made 
signal  for  the  fleet  to  get  underway.    I  immediately  slipped  my  anchor 
and  started  in  chase.    The  steamer  made  appeared  to  be  in  chase,  but 
the  mirage  was  so  great  that  it  was  five  minutes  before  I  made  the 
chase  bearing  W.  by  N.,  steaming  for  New  Inlet  very  fast,  and  was  so 
near  it  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  intercept  her.    The  steamer  in 
chase  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot^  and  while  she  was  steaming  along 
the  land  I  saw  the  Half  Moon  and  Oatlin  batteries  open  fire  on  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Aret, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 
Eear- Admiral  Daved  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Sxtrmot  from  the  offloUl  diary  of  (kiUmtlL  WilUam  lAmb,  oommaadiiig  Uio  dsteUM  of  Confod- 
erata  (Fadoral)  Point,  with  hoadqiuurton  Fort  Fiiher,  V.  0. 

November  23, 1864.— LMt  night  was  the  coldest  I  have  experienced 
in  some  time.  Ice  formed  in  backet  in  Doctor  Singleton's  house  in  room 
witli  fire.  Six  blockaders  off  at  snnrise.  At  10 :  45  a.  m.  steamer  Little 
Hattiej  Captain  Libby,  arrived  from  Nassau,  having  been  chased  from 
northward  very  closely  by  a  blockader.  The  fleet  of  ten  vessels  did  not 
observe  her  until  too  late  to  cut  her  off.  Eleven  blockaders  off  here  at 
noon.  Sixteen  off  Fort  Caswell.  This  is  the  largest  blockading  fleet 
that  1  have  ever  known  oft*  the  Cape  Fear. 


[Telognini.] 


Washington,  [D.  C],  November  24, 1864. 
There  seems  a  hesitancy  about  receiving  your  150  on  account  of  Gen- 
eral DFelafieldJ's  report  against  the  matter,  but  you  may  go  ahead,  as 
we  will  furnish  the  whole  quantity  necessary  and  everything  else. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
M^or-General  B.  F.  Butler. 


[Telop«in.] 


Hampton  Roads,  November  24,  [1864\ 
The  rebels  have  been  doing  mischief  at  Deep  Water  light  house. 
Send  down  and  see  what  is  the  matter  and  protect  a  steamer  on  shore 
there. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Uear-AdmiroL 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Dutch  Oap,  in  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 


Butler's  Headquarters,  November  24^  1864. 

(Received  11 :  50  p.  m.) 
Your  dispatch  received.    Will  send  a  vessel  immediately. 

W.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Rear- Admiral  1).  D.  Porter. 


Instructions  from   Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  Fifth  Division. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  24,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  issue  an  order  to  all  the  vessels  of  your  command 
not  to  employ  negroes  as  lookouts,  as  they  are  not  fit  to  [be]  intrusted 
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with  each  important  duty.    Also  that  ail  lookoats  shall  be  armed  with 
muskets  with  ball,  the  mnsket  to  be  fired  once  a  week. 

h\  a  day  or  two  1  will  send  yon  five  locomotive  lights,  which  yon 
will  have  placed  forward  in  the  bows  of  the  monitors  and  other 
aiivanced  vessels  and  kept  trimmed.  These  shonld  light  up  the  whole 
river.  I  shall  also  sen«l  np  a  calciam  light,  which  will  show  up  all 
intruders.  1  hope  you  will  be  particular  in  keeping  up  the  strictest 
discipline  in  your  division. 

Have  them  frequently  inspected  at  quarters,  and  report  monthly  to 
me.  When  you  can't  inspect  them  yourself,  send  two  regular  ofiicers 
to  make  the  rounds.  I  want  you  to  be  particular  about  this;  also  in 
target  practice.  Don't  be  afraid  to  use  ammunition,  agreeable  to 
regulation. 

That  division  wants  a  severe  overhauling.    So  many  reports  come  to 
me,  that  there  must  be  a  screw  loose  somewhere.    They  want  to  know 
that  they  have  some  one  over  them  who  will  not  pass  over  their  neglect. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear'Admiral. 

Gommander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Divisionj  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  Order,  No.  58,  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  absence  of  blockading  vessels  from  their  stations. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  November  24^  1864. 

Complaints  are  made  to  me  about  want  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
bar  blockaders  and  a  want  of  attention  to  the  orders  issued  by  the  offi- 
cers in  command  at  the  bars. 

In  this  matter  of  blockading,  if  every  officer  acted  on  his  own  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong,  there  would  be  great  confusion,  hence  the  impor- 
tance of  obeying  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  officer  in  command  at  the 
bars. 

Hereafter  the  commanding  officer  will  give  written  orders  to  the  com- 
manders of  vessels  he  may  send  to  coal,  and  give  them  a  specified  time 
to  return. 

Unless  broken  down  entirely,  the  officers  sent  away  will  exercise  no 
judgment  of  their  own  in  staying  away  on  account  of  repairs. 

If  any  commander  is  found  to  be  negligent  in  this  respect,  or  any 
other  that  may  endanger  the  public  interests,  the  senior  officer  is 
directed  to  place  him  under  arrest  and  send  him  to  me,  with  charges 
and  a  copy  of  his  orders. 

The  Alabama  was  ordered  to  proceed  on  the  12th  instant  to  Beaufort, 
fill  up  with  coal  and  obtain  anchors  and  return  to  her  station  without 
delay.  Her  commander  sent  a  verbal  message  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  the  bar  stating  that  he  had  stopped  to  make  repairs,  which  I  do 
not  consider  were  absolutely  requisite  on  the  occasion.  His  explana- 
tion to  me  was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and  I  consider  that  he  was 
extremely  negligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

The  commander  of  the  Cherokee  was  equally  negligent  in  not  return- 
ing at  the  appointed  time. 

The  commander  of  the  Eolus  was  twice  absent  from  his  station,  and 
was  the  cause  of  a  privateer  getting  over  the  Western  Barj  all  of 
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efforts  to  provide  agaiust  its  being  taken,  by  fortifications  and  conoen- 
tration  of  troops.  If,  therefore,  the  valley  is  of  so  mnch  importance  to 
the  enemy,  it  must  be  of  equal  importance  to  us. 

The  importance  of  holding  this  river  as  a  base  of  operations  and  sap> 
plies  is  seen  again  from  the  fact  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  ram 
Albemarle  and  the  subsequent  occupation  of  the  place  by  our  troops  the 
enemy  at  once  withdrew  all  his  troops  from  other  places. in  the  vicinity — 
Washington,  Greensboro,  etc. — and  concentrated  about  40  miles  above 
Plymouth,  at  and  near  Hamilton;  that  the^  have  commenced  a  very 
strong  line  of  works  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  at  which  place  they  have  already 
mounted  fourteen  heavy  guns,  which  works,  it  is  clear,  they  propose 
to  continue  and  extend  to  insure  the  security  of  their  important  places 
above  that  point.  At  Hamilton,  too,  it  is  well  known  the  enemy  have 
partially  completed  gunboats,  as  also*at  Edwards  Ferry,  and  that  to 
hurry  these  forward  they  have  brought  all  their  workmen  from  their 
Government  shops  at  Halifax,  and  are  now  using  all  possible  expedition 
to  insure  the  finishing  of  these  craft.  These  facts  (as  I  consider  them) 
are  as  well  known  to  you  as  to  me,  since  you  have  received  them  from 
the  same  authority,  which  appears  to  coincide  in  all  essential  points,  as 
told  by  the  different  prisoners,  deserters,  refugees,  etc,  and  particularly 
as  stated  by  the  fireman  of  the  ram  Albemarle. 

It  is  further  well  known  to  you  that  the  river  can  be  successfhlly 
blockaded  some  12  or  15  miles  above  this  place  by  piles,  provided  a 
naval  force  is  stationed  in  the  river  to  prevent  the  removal  of  such 
obstructions,  and  that  such  blockade  can  be  thus  made  effectual  against 
boats  or  rams  of  any  class.  Koanoke  River  thus  held  by  the  Kavy, 
the  military  force  is  at  liberty  to  operate  on  i)oints  on  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Railroad,  accessible  from  Plymouth  or  Washington  to  Tar- 
boro,  by  different  roads,  and  with  every  prospect  of  success,  whenever 
it  shall  please  the  Gk)vernment  to  order  such  advances  and  operations 
to  be  made. 

Should  the  Roanoke  now  be  abandoned,  and  should  it  at  any  ftiture 
time  be  deemed  necessary  to  retake  it,  saying  nothing  of  the  inconven- 
iences and  perhaps  considerable  naval  annoyance  which  will  doubtless 
result  from  its  reoccupation  by  the  enemy,  it  can  not  be  done,  save  at 
a  great  expense  of  life,  and  necessitating  the  employment  of  a  large 
military  and  naval  force. 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  the  place  may  not  be  evacuated,  but  that  its 
occupation  may  be  made  a  fa(*.t,  believing  as  I  do  that  good  to  our 
cause  will  be  the  result  of  holding  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  8ubs(Tibe 
myself, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jones  Fbankle, 
Colonel  Second  Maftsachu^etts  .  rtillery,  Comdg,  Forces^  Plymouth. 

Commander  W,  H.  Macomb,  Jj   S.  Navy, 

Commandini  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy, 
to  send  the  U.  8.  S.  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater. 

Navy  Dbpaetmbnt,  November  25, 1864. 
Sib  :  Send  the  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  where  she 
is  to  remain  for  the  protection  of  the  shipping  there.    She  will  while 
there  be  considered  as  under  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
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navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  npon  whom  all  requisitions  for  stores  and 
supplies  will  be  made.  Direct  the  commanding  officer  on  arriving  at 
the  breakwater  to  report  by  letter  to  Commodore  J.  B.  Hull,  comman- 
dant at  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  25^  1864. 
Can  not  you  meet  me  about  noon  on  board  Porter's  flagship  at 
Hampton  Boads,  Sunday  next?    I  shall  be  there,  anyway,  to  finally 
arrange  matters. 

G.  V.  Pox, 
[Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Mi^or-General  B.  P.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James^  Bermuda  Hundredj  Va. 


Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Porter  jU.  S.Navy^  to  Commodore  AdamSjU.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  reported  loss  of  the  schooner  L.  and  B.  Smith. 

Hampton  B,oai}&^  November  25^  1864. 
Commodore  :  The  master  of  the  schooner  L.  and  B.  Smith  arrived 
here  this  morning  and  reports  the  loss,  by  sinking,  of  the  schooner 
with  353  tons  of  coal  on  board,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  about  21 
miles  eastward  of  Cape  Henry. 
All  hands  were  saved,  but  nothing  else. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

No.  323  Walnut  street^  Philadelphia. 


Beport  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters 
t;^  connection  with  his  commund  in  the  sounds. 

U.  8.  8.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N  C,  November  25, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  20th  instant,  and  hasten  to  answer  it. 

I  did  receive  your  letter  *  of  the  8th  instant,  and  would  have  obeyed 
its  instructions  immediately,  but  that  I  had  previously  written  to 
General  Palmer  to  send  troops  to  hold  the  place,  which  he  had  done 
(as  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  16,  dated  November  8)  before  I  received 
your  directions;  and  therefore  1  concluded  to  wait  for  further  orders, 
which  I  thought  you  would  give  when  you  learned  the  state  of  affairs. 

"  See  p.  26. 
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I  eoakl  not  dismoant  the  guns  on  shore  and  leave  the  garriaon,  which 
I  had  reqaeated  to  be  sent,  withoat  means  of  defense,  nor  did  I  think 
it  was  yoar  intention  to  do  so. 

I  infomied  yon  in  my  No.  12,  dated  November  6,  that  the  Albemarle 
and  Somik field  might  both  be  raised  by  the  proper  apparatus,  Imt  with- 
out that  I  do  not  think  they  coald  be  gotten  np.  I  think  the  ironclad 
oaght  to  be  raised  to  get  her  oat  of  the  possession  of  the  rebels,  who, 
in  case  this  place  is  evacuated,  will  certainly  raise  and  repair  her. 

In  reply  to  yonr  directions  to  send  the  Government-bnilt  doable- 
enders  to  Beaafort,  J  have  to  state  that  since  the  Tacony  left,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  orders,  the  Shamrock  is  the  only  navy  yafd-bailt  vessel 
here. 

The  gnns  in  all  the  works  except  Fort  Williams  (as  I  informed  you 
in  my  No.  12  of  November  6)  were  dismounted  and  spiked. 

Tb»  communication  with  you  has  been  kept  up  as  frequently  as  pos- 
sible, but  since  the  mail  line  through  the  canal  has  been  broken  all 
letters  from  the  North  come  by  way  of  Batteras  Inlet  and  New  Berne, 
and  only  twice  a  week,  and  even  in  this  there  was  great  irregularity. 

I  send  this  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  who  has  orders 
to  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  state  of  affairs  here.  I  shall  com- 
mence moving  the  guns  from  the  batteries  to  day,  so  as  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  carry  out  your  instructions  without  delay,  when  I  ascertain 
whether  you  were,  by  the  receipt  of  my  letters,  acquainted  with  the 
true  state  of  affairs  here  when  those  instructions  were  written,  a  doubt 
as  to  which  fact  being  the  only  reason  why  I  have  not  before  done  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander  J  Oomdg.  Dietrici  Sounds  j  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtkb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  James, 

November  26, 1864—9: 45  a.  m. 
Mr.  Berney  is  to  show  me  tonight  a  little  exhibition  of  his  fire  appa- 
ratas.  Please  come  up  this  pleasant  day  and  I  will  go  down  with  yon 
in  the  morning  to  meet  the  Assistant  Secretary.  I  mean  to  have  Gen- 
eral Grant  here.  Ck)me  np  to  the  landing  on  the  north  8ide  of  James 
just  below  upper  pontoon  bridge. 

Benj.  F.  Butleb, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
liear-Admiral  Pobteb, 

Fort  Monroe. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvebn, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  26,  1864. 
I  will  start  up  to  Kee  you  immediately. 

D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Bear- Admiral. 
Major-Geiieral  B.  F.  Butleb, 

Headquarters. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker^  U.  8,  Navy^  regarding  an  expedition  to 
Deep  Water  light-house, 

U.   S.   IS.   ONONDAGA, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  November  26^  1864. 
8m:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  by  telegraph, 
re<!eived  on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant,  I  dispatched  the  Commodore 
Perryj  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster,  and  the  Hunchbacl\ 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Fyffe,  to  Deep  Water  light-house. 

The  Perry  got  aground  in  passing  down  the  river,  but  afterwards  got 
otf.    Lieutenant  Commanding  Fyiie  reports  that  he  proceeded  nearly 
to  Newport  News  and  saw  no  batteries,  and  that  the  schooner  reported 
ashore  at  Deep  Water  light-house  got  oft'  yesterday  morning. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commander,  Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  tSqua4ron, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squudron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  Z7. 8,  Navy,  requesting  permission  to  attempt 
the  destruction  of  tJie  C.  8,  steamers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga  in 
Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  November  2ii,  1864. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  request  permission  to  enter  the  Cape  Fear 
Eiver  and  attempt  the  destruction  of  one  or  both  of  the  rebel  privateers 
( Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga)  now  said  to  be  somewhere  between  its 
mouth  and  Wilmington. 

For  this  purpose  I  would  like  one  of  the  steam  torpedo  boats,  which 
could  be  brought  down  on  a  steamer's  deck  and  hoisted  out  here;  but 
if  there  should  be  difficulty  in  doiug  this,  or  if  there  should  be  use  for 
all  these  boats  elsewhere,  1  [will]  undertake  it  in  a  cutter  with  muffled 
oars  if  you  will  furnish  one  or  two  torpedoes  of  the  kind  used  by  Lieu- 
tenant Cushing. 

The  concussion  torpedo  for  this  vessel  is  rather  large  for  this  service 
(180  pounds),  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  momentum  of  a  small  boat  would 
be  sufficient  to  explode  it. 

These  privateers  are  probably  lying  near  Wilmington,  and  I  am  con- 
fident of  being  able  to  reach  them. 

Hoping  that  this  proposition  may  meet  your  approval, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Beport  of  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  disposition  of 
vessels  in  the  District  of  the  Sounds, 

U.  S.  S.  Shameook, 
Off  Plynwuthj  N.  0.,  November  27, 1864. 

Admiral  :  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  disposition  of  the 
vessels  of  this  district: 

Off*  Plymouth,  N.  C. — Shamrock,  Ghicopee,  Otsego,  Wyalusing,  and 
tugs  Belle,  Bazely,  and  Martin. 

At  New  Berne,  N.  C, — Commodore  Hull  ^repairing)  and  Lockwood 
(unfit  for  service),  and  the  tug  ffoyt  (repairing).  The  Whitehead  and 
Betzel  (both  unfit  for  service)  were  also  there,  but  I  think  by  this  time 
they  have  started  for  Hampton  Roads  with  the  Tacony.  The  ordnance 
hulks  Albemarle  and  Renshaw  (the  former  of  which  leaks  so  badly  that 
to  save  the  ammunition  I  was  oblige4l  to  charter  a  coal  schooner  to 
discharge  her  into),  and  the  late  army  steamer  Bombshell  (which  I  have 
had  hauled  up  on  the  mud  to  keep  from  sinking)  are  also  at  New  Berne. 

The  Bombshell  has  a  couple  of  locomotive  engines  on  board  which 
might  be  turned  to  account,  and  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed 
what  disposition  to  make  of  her.  For  her  condition  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  a  survey  held  on  her  on  the  15th  August  last, 
and  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee.  A  report  of  survey  on  the  Lockwood^ 
dated  3 1st  October,  has  also  been  forwarded.  The  ijouisiana  and  Ceres 
relieve  each  other  in  the  Pamlico  River,  which  they  patrol.  The  sloop 
Oranite  acts  as  guard  ship  at  Hatteras  inlet.  I  would  be  much  obliged 
if  you  would  refer  to  a  correspondence  between  myself  and  Admiral 
Lee  in  regard  to  the  wreck  of  the  Undertcriter,  whose  boilers  are  very 
valuable. 

Tour  two  letters  of  the  24th  and  22d  instant  came,  I  am  told,  through 
the  canal;  this  is  much  the  shortest  way  of  communicating  between 
here  and  Hampton  Roads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Maoomb, 
Commander,  Comdg,  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[Endoraemeiit.] 

A  party  has  made  a  contract  to  attend  to  Underwriter.  If  there  is 
any  probability  of  that  new  ram  1  hear  of  coming  down  to  New  Berne, 
the  valuable  vessels  there  should  be  removed.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  a  chance  of  her  getting  down,  but  see  that  nothing  is  injured 
or  left  there  to  be  injured  if  she  does  come. 

ID.  1).  Porter). 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,  U,  S,  Navy,  as  senior  officer  present,  of 
affairs  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  * 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  New  Inlet  Bar,  November  27, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  New  Inlet  Bar  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th.    1  found  Commander  Glitz,  of  the  Osceola,  senior 
officer,  he  having  been  ordered  to  assume  the  direction  of  affairs  by 
Gap  tain  Olisson. 

Much  prejudice  to  the  blockade,  it  seems  to  mc,  may  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  a  frequent  change  through  the  accidental  or  temporary  pres- 
ence of  senior  officers,  who,  I  understand,  have  assumed  command  for 
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a  short  time  without  a  full,  local,  and  personal  knowledge  necessary  to 
the  most  effective  employment  of  the  disposable  force.  This  has  led,  I 
am  disposed  to  believe,  to  a  kind  of  irresponsible  feeling  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  commanding  officers  who  do  not  well  understand  the  serv- 
ice, which  could  not  be  entertained  were  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
division  present  at  all  times  as  senior  officer. 

Had  I  found  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  the  senior  officer, 
not  having  had  an  intimation  from  you  that  it  was  intended  that  I 
should  serve  in  that  capacity,  I  would  have  felt  somewhat  embarrassed 
in  assuming  control  with  so  limited  an  experience  of  the  ground  and  of 
the  material  at  my  disposal. 

I  have  consulted  fully  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  and 
shall  endeavor  to  avail  myself  as  far  as  possible  of  his  experience,  but 
suggest  for  your  consideration  the  probable  advantage  of  placing  this 
imiK)rtant  point  in  command  of  one  of  the  officers  of  division,  for 
reasons  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  duly  weighed  by  you. 

The  Osceola^  Kansas ^  Maumee^  MonticellOj  Cherokee,  Alabama,  How- 
quahj  WildemesSj  and  Clematis  were  here  on  my  arrival,  and  the  Ber- 
berry arrived  on  the  following  morning.  Owing  to  a  threatening 
appearance  of  the  weather  I  directed  Captain  Clitz,  of  the  Osceola,  to 
cruise  toward  Masouboro  Inlet  and  to  return  to  signal  distance  this 
evening  when  I  shall  direct  him  to  assume  the  same  x)osition  for  three 
days  longer.  The  Kansas  is  nearly  out  of  coal  and  I  shall  dispatch 
her  to  Beaufort  this  evening  to  coal,  and  send  Mr.  Bradford  (the  sur- 
veyor) in*  her,  he  having  completed  his  instructions  on  board  of  the 
Wilderness, 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  of  the 
Maumee,  that  his  supply  of  coal  would  only  last  about  three  days  longer 
for  ordinary  blockading  purposes.  This  will  make  her  actual  effective- 
ness on  the  blockade  very  little,  as  she  arrived  only  three  days  ago. 
The  Alnbama  coaled  at  Beaufort,  and,  as  I  learn,  after  a  detention  of  sev- 
eral days  returned  without  having  filled  up,  from  a  supposition  that  she 
could  not  cross  the  bar  with  the  full  amount  of  coal  that  her  captain  says 
her  bunkers  would  carry.  I  have  had  the  Wilderness  and  Clematis  sup- 
plied with  12  tons  of  coal  each,  from  the  Alabama.  The  Alabama  shows 
a  large  hull  and  spars,  and  being  much  slower  than  the  blockade  run- 
ners, serves  quite  a  useful  purpose  to  them;  her  consumption  of  coal  is 
very  great,  and  her  detentions  in  coal,  at  least  the  last  time,  have  been 
the  subject  of  an  official  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Watmough. 

Last  night  at  7  p.  m.,  or  thereabouts,  we  had  an  alarm  of  a  vessel 
coming  out,  steering  north,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  JTow- 
(junh  and  Wilderness  seem  satisfied  that  a  vessel  did  come  out;  the 
pilot  just  sent  down,  however  (a  Mr.  Pucket),  was  on  board  of  the 
BerbeiTy,  and  had  a  shot  fired  close  across  her  bows,  and  thinks  the 
blockade  runner  did  not  get  out. 

I  trust,  if  no  active  operations  are  near  at  hand,  you  will  be  able  to 
carry  out  without  delay  your  intention  of  paying  us  a  visit.  Your 
presence  and  personal  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  of  the  blockade 
would  do  much  toward  rendering  it  more  effective. 

Your  communication  in  relation  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frank  Smith,  commanding  the  Alabama,  has  been  received,  and  the 
investigation  required  is  in  process  ot  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  A>oien, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squardon, 
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Bepori  of  Commander  Ammen,  U.  S.  Xavy,  as  senior  officer  present j  of 
affairs  off  New  Inlet  ^  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  New  Inlet^  North  Carolina,  November  28^  1864. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  yesterday  I  did  not  mention  the  fact  that  the 
ni^bt  was  very  favorable  for  evading  the  blockade.  Early  in  the  even- 
In^  a  mist  arose  over  the  land,  and  later  the  Mound  light  was  not  visible 
for  hours.  The  captains  of  the  Howquah  and  of  the  Wilderness  are 
quite  iK>sitive  in  their  opinion  that  a  blockade  runner  did  escape.  Last 
night  was  also  very  favorable,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  movemenL 

1  trust  your  contemplated  arrangements  for  calcium  lights  and  steam 
])icket  boats  will  lessen  the  number  of  successful  blockaile  runners.  The 
taking  care  of  such  boats  will  bo  attended  with  considerable  difficulty 
in  this  locality,  and  unless  some  large  vessel  has  the  means  of  hoisting 
them  up,  1  would  fear  their  loss  in  heavy  weather. 

I  feel  assured  that  the  otHcer  in  charge  here  will  have  arduous  employ- 
ment in  keeping  the  disposable  force  properly  employed,  in  seeing 
personally  from  time  to  time  that  every  vessel  goes  on  her  station  at 
night,  and  in  arranging  the  dettiils  of  the  vessels  and  their  necessary 
absence  from  time  to  time  to  coal  and  provision.  If  he  does  this  prop- 
erly he  will  not  be  able  to  be  up  all  night  in  taking  care  of  his  own 
vessel  underway.  Vessels  with  large  hulls  and  heavy  masts  and  yards 
can  not  hope,  except  by  accident,  to  come  across  these  blockade  run- 
ners, as  they  see  such  vessels  long  before  they  themselves  are  visible. 
If  the  Alubama  could  not  be  employed  advantageously  to  hoist  the 
steam  picket  boats,  and  her  boats  be  employed  otherwise  in  connection 
with  the  blockade,  and  ]>erhaps  as  the  vessel  of  the  senior  ofhcer  present, 
I  would  consider  it  unadvisablc,  for  the  reasons  given  in  this  and  my 
report  of  yesterday,  to  retain  her  on  blockading  duty. 

A  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Marvin,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel, 
I  consider  as  likely  to  be  very  eliective,  for  a  time  at  letist,  if  properly 
carried  out. 

Owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  land,  to  avoid  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals 
and  to  get  a  good  departure,  I  think  nearly  all  the  vessels  bound  in 
shoal  up  their  water  to  find  their  locality  either  about  Masonboro  Inlet 
or  to  the  eastward.  When  steering  to  the  westward  and  southward 
they  have  a  clear  beach  and  can  go  close  along. 

The  suggestion  is,  in  i)lacing  close  off  Masonboro  Inlet  two  small  ves- 
sels for  the  purpose  of  serving  as  ^false)  Mound  and  range  light,  and  in 
the  direction  of  the  proper  bearing,  or  nearly,  a  dim  light  could  be 
hoisted  on  board  of  one  of  two  fast  chasers  to  pass  as  Bald  Uead  light 
in  the  distance. 

The  manner  of  occulting  these  various  lights  here  could  be  observed 
nightly,  and  until  their  system  beciomes  developed  could  be  repeated 
the  following  night  off  Masonboro  Inlet,  liy  screening  the  light  so  as 
to  hide  them  from  the  shore,  many  of  the  blockade  runners  might 
become  victims  before  they  became  aware  of  the  ruse. 

Many  rockets  are  required  in  making  various  signals.  The  vessels  are 
short  of  them,  and  none  can  be  had  at  Beaufort.  I  have  therefore  to 
request  that  a  supply  be  sent,  as  also  blue  lights,  if  the  signal  for  danger 
be  not  changed.    No  blue  lights  are  issued  at  this  time. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  reports  his  coal  out  in  three,  days;  I 
therefore  dispatch  him  to-morrow  to  Beaufort,  although  he  left  Hamp- 
ton Koads  after  the  Mohican.    I  have  requested  him  to  inform  you  fully 
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by  letter  of  the  deficiency  in  resx)ect  to  consumption  of  coal  of  the 
Maumee^  and  have  recommended  him  to  bring*  a  supply  on  deck. 

I  send  the  investigation  in  the  case  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frank  Smith,  commauding  the  Alabama^  by  this  opportunity. 

The  Unadilla  arrived  at  2  p.  m.  today.  I  was  glad  to  learn  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Ramsay  that  yon  did  not  anticipate  my  being  here, 
but  at  sea,  offshore.  I  need  not  say  that  I  think  Lieutenant-Commander 
Watmough  a  very  valuable  officer  in  charge,  and  that  the  heavy  spars 
and  comparatively  large  hull  of  the  Mohican  make  her  far  inferior  as 
an  inshore  blockader  to  a  common  tug.  At  sea,  in  heavy  weather,  if 
to  windward,  I  could  overhaul  the  best  of  blockade  runners.  On  the 
arrival  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Watmough  I  shall  carry  out  what 
was  evidently  your  intention  and  go  off  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals. 

The  rebels  are  very  busy  at  work  inside  the  Mound,  on  batteries,  and 
are  to-day  practicing  on  ranges.  Lieutenant-Commander  Eamsay  will 
do  something  in  the  way  of  useful  surveys  for  your  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Parher,   U.  S.  Navy^  transmitting  statement  of 
deserter  regarding  the  armament  of  Confederate  vessels. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 
Dutch  Oap^  James  River j  Virginia,  November  28, 1864, 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  ironclad  Freder- 
icksburg was  sent  on  board  this  vessel  from  our  army  with  a  request 
that  he  should  be  returned  after  an  examination. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  statement  of  the  deserter,  Henry  B.  Craft,  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  after  which  he  was  returned  to  our  lines  and 
placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Cassidy,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  pon- 
toon bridge  below  Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  Virginia. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Eoclosare.] 

November  27, 1864. 

Henry  B.  Craft,  native  of  Baltimore,  three  years  in  rebel  Navy,  was 
east  away  near  Cape  Henry  in  1861,  in  the  schooner  Florida,  of  Balti- 
more. 

Virginia. — Flagship;  Commodore  J.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding.  Aft, 
pivot  Xl-inch gun,  Brooke  smoothbore;  forward,  pivotS-inch  gun,  Brooke 
rifle ;  one  gun  on  each  side,  6.4  rifle.  Total,  4  guns.  Talk  of  putting  two 
howitzers  on  spar  deck.  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  [F.  B.]  Shepperd; 
executive  oflBcer,  Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Alexander.  Spars  all  around  her 
20  feet  from  the  sides. 
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Fredericksburg, — Aft,  X-inch  pivot  gun,  Brooke  smoothbore;  forward, 
7-inch  rifle,  Brooke  nmoothbore;  one  on  each  broadside^  6.4  Brooke 
smoothbore.  Total,  4  guns.  Commander,  Thomas  B.  Bootes;  executive 
officer,  [A.J  Barbot. 

Richmond. — lowest  down  the  river,  Wm.  [A.]  Webb,  commanding. 
Forward,  7-inch  Brooke  rirte,  pivot;  aft,  X-inch  smoothbore,  Brooke; 
one  gun  on  each  broadside,  0.4,  same  as  the  other;  howitzers  the  same 
as  the  others,  and  spars  to  be  put  around  her  as  the  others. 

The  bottoms  are  of  wood. 

The  Virginia  is  about  240  tons;  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
about  200  tons.  The  complement  is  about  150  men,  but  they  are  short. 
The  crew  are  dissatisfied.    One-half  would  desert  if  they  had  a  chance. 

The  ironclads  are  at  anchor  all  the  time,  and  the  gunboats  patrol  in 
the  night  to  Battery  Semmes,  about  2  miles  below  the  ironclads.  The 
rowboats  couie  down  as  far  as  Bishoi^s,  about  2^  miles  below  the  iron- 
clads; return  at  daylight,  but  in  foggy  weather  they  have  no  pickets  in 
the  daytime;  can  not  see  any  pickets  on  shore. 

The  crews  are  not  allowed  to  go  on  shore  or  to  Richmond.  Have 
plenty  to  eat  and  plenty  of  clothes. 

Midshipman  [Alex.  T.]  Hunt  and  Master's  Mate  Richard  N.  Sprag- 
gins  were  in  the  boat  when  the  crew  deserted,  and  were  left  in  her. 

The  rebel  army  is  on  short  rations — 1  pint  of  meal  and  one-fourth 
pound  of  bacon  per  day. 

Drewry. — Wooden  gunboat  (propeller),  80  tons;  7-inch  rifle  pivot  for- 
ward; Vlllinch  smoothbore  i)ivot  aft;  commanded  by . 

Rampton. — Wooden  gunboat  (i)roi)eller),  about  80  tons;  Commander 
[J.  S.]  Maury.  Vlll-inch  smoothbore  pivot  aft;  V'lll-inch  smoothbore 
pivot  forward. 

Nansemond. — Wooden  propeller  gunboat,  80  tons;  Captain  |C.  W.] 
Hays.  Vlll-inch  smoothbore  pivot  aft;  Vlll-inch  smoothbore  pivot 
forward. 

Roanoke. — (Old  tugboat)  i)ropeller  gun  boat,  65  tons ;  iron  hull ;  1  pivot 
forward,  0-inch  rifle.    Captain . 

Torpedo, — Tug;  Lieutenant  [Ivey]  Foreman;  two  small  Parrott  pivot 
20-pounders. 

Beaufort — Tug ;  Captain .    One  pivot  rifle  forward,  32  pounder. 

Three  tugs  on  picket  and  three  rowboats,  the*  boats  manned  from  the 
ironclads. 

They  have  tori)edoes  reiwly  to  apply  to  boats,  but  there  is  no  talk  of 
using  them. 

Virginians  plating  0  inches  on  sides  and  8  inches  forward  and  aft; 
goes  down  to  the  knuckle. 

The  Fredericksburg  draws  11  feet,  the  Virginia  about  13  feet,  the 
Richmond  about  10  feet.    They  were  lightened  over  the  bar. 

They  were  much  frightened  when  the  Albemarle  was  blown  up. 
Common  wood  gratings  go  entirely  round  the  vessels,  suspended  from 
spars,  to  the  depth  of  10  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

They  are  lying  at  single  anchor  about  10  miles  below  Richmond. 
Seven  or  eight  guns  at  Ilowlett's. 

He  was  a  coxswain,  pay  $29;  seamen,  $22, 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  JHrision, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commands  Barnes j 
U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bat 

Navy  Department,  November  28^  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  8.  S.  Bat  to  Hampton  Eoads  and  report  to 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty. 
Very  respectfally,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieuteuaut-Oommander  Jno.  iS.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bat^  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roa^s^  November  28^  1864. 

Move  the  Saiigus  and  Ganonicus  up  to  Dutch  Oap. 

David  D.  Porter, 


Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

V.  8.  8.  Ononda{fa,  Dutch  Oap. 


Rear- Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Provisional  Brigade, 

November  28 j  1864. 
The  Malvern  left  at  daylight  this  a.  m.    So  dark  and  hazy  the  pilot 
would  not  venture  last  night. 

W.  A.  Parker, 

Commander^  etc. 
Bear-Admiial  D.  D.  Porter. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major- Oeneral  Butler, 
U.  8.  Army  J  advising  the  capture  of  Rainbotc  Bluff,  Roanoke  River. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  28, 1864. 

Oeneral:  An  officer  lias  .just  arrived  from  Plymouth,  N.  C,  having 
been  sent  up  to  inform  me  of  the  state  of  affairs  there. 

The  rebels,  after  the  taking  of  Plymouth,  evacuated  Washington,  on 
Tar  Biver,  removed  all  the  guns  (20  in  number)  to  Bainbow  Bluff,  on 
Boanoke  Biver,  and  are  now  fortifying  that  place  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  gunboats  at  high  water,  which  will  commence  in  December. 

By  capturing  Bainbow  Bluff*  we  get  possession  of  the  entire  Boanoke 
valley,  the  importance  of  which  you  can  well  estimate.  Fifteen  hun- 
dred troops,  out  of  the  3,000  at  New  Berne,  can  be  detached  on  this 
service  without  any  fear  of  New  Berne  being  molested,  and  by  a  rapid 
movement  Bainbow  Bluff  can  be  captured  with  all  its  guns  and  muni- 
tions of  war. 

The  troops  can  land  within  6  miles  of  Bainbow  Bluff  and  take  the 
works  in  the  river.    The  rebels  have  500  men  tk^i^,  ^\i\)\v:,v^^\j^  \i^ 
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attack  from  ns,  and  could  bo  taken  with  ea«o.  This  will  pnt  as  in 
poHscHsion  of  the  ram  now  building  at  llalifaXf  [N.  0.],  an  easy  inarch 
from  the  blufls.  This  move  places  the  Weldon  road  within  striking 
distance. 

I  submit  this  for  your  consideration.  It  will  require  no  troops  from 
this  quarter,  unless  you  think  the  move  of  imx>ortance  enough  to  war- 
rant it.  The  troo])8/if  left  at  the  bluiVs,  can  be  supplied  by  water,  and 
we  have  light-draft  boats  enough  to  lie  there  to  cover  them  if  need  be. 

It  seems  to  me  that  to  get  ])ossessioii  of  all  the  Boanoke  valley  would 
be  most  desirable.  By  sending  gunboats  to  Winton,  we  can  communi- 
cate with  Suffolk  and  Rainbow  niuff  at  all  times,  and  the  large  amounts 
of  cotton  now  lying  in  that  region  will  all  fall  into  our  hands.  I  have 
ordered  the  gunboats  to  hold  Plymouth  as  long  as  ijossible,  and  now 
that  we  have  it,  all  the  grain  on  the  Albemarle  Sound  must  be  cat  off 
from  the  enemy. 

1  hope  you  will  think  favorably  of  this,  and  I  am  sure  of  a  handsome 
thing  resulting  from  sending  a  strong  army  force  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  g(»neral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

David  D.  Portbb, 

HearAdmiraL 

MajorCieneral  H.  \\  IUitlkk, 

Commandiuij  Department  Virf/inia  and  North  ('arolina. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Narif^  to  Commander  Fehiger^ 
!■,  S,  Xavy^  eommandimf  (\  S,  S.  Mattahesett^  to  proeeed  to  duty  at 
Ph/mouth,  N.  (\ 

Flagship  Malvben, 
Hampton  Poadn^  November  J28, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  when  the  weather  will  permit,  to  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  ('ommandcr  Macomb  at  Ply- 
mouth for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

Be  careful  not  to  go  up  the  fvoanoki'  Hiver  at  night,  as  there  are 
booms  across  both  above  an<l  below  Plymouth. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Ji'earAdmiraL 

Commander  .Jno.  C.  Fkiugkr, 

Co m m a nding  Mattalwaet t. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S,  Navy^to  commanding  officer  Picket 
Launch  No.  .^,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Plymouth,  N,  C. 

Flagship  Malybbn, 
Hampton  KoadSj  November  28 j  1864. 
Sib:   Report  with  your  picket  launch  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
English,  who  will  give  you  certain  instructions  in  going  to  the  sounds 
of  North  Carolina. 
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On  yonr  arrival  at  Plymonth  yon  will  report  to  Commander  Macomb 
for  snch  dnty  as  he  may  assign  yon. 

Bespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portbu, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Commanding  Officer, 

Picket  Launch  No.  5, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.   8,  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  holding  of  Plymouth,  N,  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
FUigship  Malvern,  November  28, 1864, 
Sir:   You  have  evidently  not  received  my  first  letters,  in  one  of 
which  I  tell  you  to  dismount  the  guns  and  ship  them,  and  then  hold 
the  place  with  the  gunboats.    I  never  intended  them  to  leave  until  the 
whole  of  that  region  was  in  our  possession. 

I  have  seen  so  many  ill  effects  from  leaving  guns  (those  that  we  have 
captured)  on  shore,  that  I  am  convinced  it  is  best  always  to  ship  them, 
especially  in  a  case  like  this,  where  General  Grant  can  not  and  will  not 
send  men. 

With  the  gunboats  at  Plymouth  the  troops  will  be  protected  on 
shore,  and  they  can  remain  there  while  I  endeavor  to  send  you  more 
troops,  if  I  can  get  them.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  a  thousand  men. 
Hold  on  to  the  place  at  all  hazards.  Had  you  received  my  first  letters 
you  would  [have]  seen  what  my  views  were. 

I  also  send  yon  another  toi*pedo  boat  which  you  may  find  useful. 
Captain  English  will  explain  fully  to  you  my  wishes. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Chief  Engineer  Wood 
U,  S.  Navy,  in  criticism  of  the  U,  S.  S,  Monadnock, 

Unofficial.]  Navy  Department,  November  29, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  November.  I  congratulate  you 
upon  the  experimental  success  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil,  The  rebs,  since 
the  Albemarle  affair,  have  anticipated  8U(;h  attacks  in  tlie  James 
Eiver,  and  therefore  1  do  not  anticipate  results  there.  Forewarned  is 
almost  safety.  I  visited  the  Monadnock  last  Sunday  at  Hampton 
Koads.  There  is  some  complaint  of  the  turret  engines.  She  trims  a 
little  by  the  head,  which  is  a  blunder,  as  the  boilers  could  easily  have 
gone  several  feet  aft  without  impairing  the  space  required  in  the  engine 
room,  and  it  would  also  have  given  a  larger  coal  bunker.  The  most 
awkward  feature  is  the  arrangement  for  her  boats.  I  am  sure  no 
engineer  ever  devised  it.  Can  not  you  design  a  light,  firm  grating,  k 
la  Dictator,  between  the  turrets,  and  some  kind  of  sliding  outrig^i^ers 
which  can  shove  out,  pick  up  a  boat,  and,  when  hoisted,  slide  it  in 
under  this  grating  deck,  so  that  when  the  boats  are  all  stowed  under 
deck  her  guns  will  fire  in  all  directions  excepting  at  each  others'  turret. 
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Vow  the  boato  cover  the  gans  in  several  directions.  The  MommimoA 
haA  her  ventilator  a.H  hi^h  as  the  top  of  the  pilot  hoasey  whieh  aeems 
f?orrect,  bat  the  one  in  Philadelphia  only  Heemed  to  have  it  even  with 
the  tarret.  If  yon  will  fit  out  the  two  next  picket  boats  for  Charles- 
ton, [  win  send  yon  two  young  men  who  have  volnnteered  for  the  da^ 
who  know  the  ground  and  can  go  to  New  York  at  onoe  to  learn  (hdr 
flatieA,  but  it  ought  to  l>e  done  soon  or  Sherman  will  captore  all  the 
ironelailfi  with  his  foot  soldiers.  F.et  us  go  on  with  other  torpedo  boati, 
as  yoa  suggest,  for  th(;  ins|>e<.*tion  of  the  Department.  If  those  shells 
of  gnns  can  t>e  disr^harged  i'A)  feet  under  water  from  one  of  oar  frigates, 
naval  battles  hereafter  will  be  earried  on  in  the  air.  Let  as  have  your 
views  upon  the  subject  I  am  for  trying  it  on  an  early  day. 
Very  resi»ectful]y, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
.  I HM ista  n  t  tSecreia ry  of  the  Xa  ry. 

Chief  Engineer  W.  W.  W.  Wood, 

Sew  York. 


[TetoKTi^iii.] 

Fort  Monroe,  November  29^  1864. 
Sir:  General  Grant  left  City  Point  at  10  a.  ni.  today.    Will  prob- 
ably be  here  about  3  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

(;eO.  D.  SnELDOlTy 

Manager  U,  *V.  Military  Telegraph. 
Kear- Admiral  Porter. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  r,  S.  yavy,  regarding  the  departure  of  ike 
•ftagnhip  Malvern  for  Hampton  Uoads, 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 
1)ut<ih  (iapj  James  River,  November  29^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  flap^ship  Malvern  left  her  anchorage 
for  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  at  daylight  yesterday  morning;  also, 
that  your  telegram  of  yesterday  was  received  and  that  1  ordered  the 
monitors  Saugtis  an<l  Vanonicun  to  Dutch  Ga])  in  obedience  to  it 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atluntia  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with  llowletfs  Battery^  November  29^ 

1864. 

Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Hayy,  commanding  Fifth  Diviiion. 

U.  8.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Dutch  Oapj  James  River,  November  29y  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  T  engaged  the  battery  at  Howlett's  house 
this  morning,  in  company  with  the  Mahopav.   We  opened  fire  9 :  50  a.  m. 
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and  fired  50  charges,  the  distance  being  about  2,500  yards.  We  ceased 
firing  at  11:30  a.  m.  This  was  an  average  of  one  shot  every  two 
minutes. 

Hewlett's  rebel  battery  fired  68  shots  from  three  guns. 
I  am  not  aware  that  we  caused  any  damage  to  the  rebels,  and  we 
saffered  no  injury  from  their  shot.  Many  of  their  shells  came  very 
near,  without  hitting  us.  Most  of  our  XV-inch  shot  fell  short,  but  the 
rifled  150  pounders  carried  well  into  and  around  the  battery.  The  day 
was  not  favorable,  the  wind  being  very  fresh  from  the  S.  W.  and  nearly 
ahead. 

]  shall  renew  the  action  as  soon  as  I  can  replenish  the  coal  and 
ammunition  and  make  a  few  necessary  repairs  to  the  machinery.  Sev- 
eral of  our  XV-inch  shot  struck  the  bank  a  little  below  the  battery, 
making  large  holes. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atla7itic  Squ^idron, 


Letter  from  Ki^or  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnanoe  and  Hydrography 
regarding  the  use  of  bolts  ftimished  hy  the  Bureau. 

Battery  Dantzler,  November  29 ^  1864. 
Dear  Sir:  We  were  to-day  engaged  for  three  hours  with  three  of 
the  enemy's  monitors,  and  I  had  occasion  to  use  your  bolts.  The  dis- 
tance was  2,900  yards.  For  some  reason  which  I  can  not  explain  I  find 
that  after  about  2,000  yards  direct  fiight  the  bolts  vary  to  the  right  or 
left.  This  is  irrespective  of  the  kind  of  sabot  used,  nor  can  I  tell 
beforehand  to  which  side  the  variation  will  take  place. 

1  write  to  ask  if  you  can  account  for  it  and  if  there  is  any  means  of 
remedying  it. 

Both  yours  and  the  Gorgas  gun  struck  the  monitors.  Once  a 
wrought-iron  7-inch  bolt  shivered  upon  the  iron  or  shivered  a  plate,  as 
the  fragments  fell  on  the  water. 

The  Gorgas  gun,  unfortunately,  burst.  Can  you  not  come  down  with 
the  bearer,  or  toDrewry's  Bluff*? 

I  think  the  monitors  (although  they  retired  under  our  fire  below 
Dutch  Gap)  will  probably  return,  and  1  would  like  to  have  you  see  the 
guns. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Francis  W.  Smith, 

Major ^  Commanding, 
Commander  John  M,  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

[Enclosure.] 

Distance  from  No.  4  gun,  Battery  Dantzler,  to  different  points  of  James  River,  axis  of  gun 

being  61  yards  above  water. 

Yards. 

Sandy  Point 519 

Point  of  Rocks 737 

Hawser 1,878 

Obstrnctions,  left  end 2,068 

Obrtrnctions,  right  end *l,*2A5> 


108  NORTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  8QUADBON. 

Tiidt. 

Monitom 2,991 

(fppomite  ^hfttf. 2,66b 

I^m!  »iatt»Ty 2,626 

H^iicht  of  laiiil  Uattory  al>ov4*  water.  Ki  feet. 

FuANCiH  W.  Smith, 
MajoTj  Commafuling. 

HkaIm.iI  AUTKBS    liATTKRY    I  »ANT/LKR, 


^/r/Z^r  o/  JUar- Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  Naryj  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Ijeutf-nnnt  MaclHanniil^  T\  S,  Xavy^  commanding  U.  8.  &  Oovemor 
Buckingham,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  Xeic  Inlet. 

Hampton  Uoxdb.  Xorember  J^j  1864. 
Sir:  Prriceed  with  the  Oorcrnor  Buckingham, under  yonr  commtaidy 
to  ih«f  hUH'.ksiili*  of  the  New  Inlet  entninoe  to  Gai>e  Fear  Kiver,  toaching 
at  I'eaiit'ort  to  land  tlic  mail  and  passengers. 

Vou  will  do  duty  as  a  chaser  near  the  bar,  under  the  directioQ  of  the 
M'uior  oflicer  there. 

Very  resiiecrt fully,  y<)ur8, 

David  I).  Pobtkb, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
A(;ting  VoliintcH^r  Lieutenant  •!.  Ma<'1)iarmii>. 

Commanding  l\  S,  S,  iiorernor  Buckingham. 


Order  of  fhr  Svrrctarg  of  the  Xarg  to  Ucar- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Narg^ 
regarding  money  taken  from  pernons  raptured  in  the  steamer  Lucy. 

Navy  Dkpartment, 
Washington^  Norember  J29j  1864. 

8iR:  From  the  roll  of  prisoners  or  persons  (!a]>tured  in  the  steamer 
Lucy  it  api)ears  that  the  money  taken  from  them  was  in  some  InstaQces 
sent  to  the  ]>rize  court  and  in  others  ])laced  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
master of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba^  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  In  all  eases  it  should  have  been  sent  to  the  court,  with  a 
memorandum  showing  the  amount  taken  from  each  person,  and  the 
sums  should  be  in  separate  parcels,  with  the  name  of  the  owner  of  each 
parcel,  so  that  the  court  may  be  able  to  distinguish  these  effects,  claimed 
as  ])ersonal,  from  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  and  properly  <lispose  of  them. 

Be  plesised  to  give  directions  accordingly  with  regard  to  the  money 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  ])aymaster  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  was 
taken  from  persons  found  on  board  the  Lucy. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(flDKON   WELLBy, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
Itear-Admiral  I).  1).  Pobtek, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockaxling  Squadron^  Hampton  Hoadn. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy, 
trammitting  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  30j  1864. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  iDformatiou  and  guidance,  an 
official  oop3'  of  the  proclamation  of  tho  President,  issued  on  the  19th 
instant,  opening  the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Femandina,  and  Pensacola  lo 
commercial  intercourse,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  December  next,  on  the 
conditions  therein  set  forth. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(xiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 
Proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  it  was  declared  that  the  ports  of  certain 
States,  including  those  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  Fernan- 
dina  and  Pensacola,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  were,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  intended  to  be  placed  under  blockade;  and  whereas  the  said 
ports  were  subsequently  blockaded  accordingly,  but  having  for  some 
time  past  been  in  the  military  possession  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  that  they  should  be  opened  to  domestic  and  foreign 
commerce. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  18th  of  July,  1861,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  provide  lor  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the 
said  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  shall  so  far  cease  and 
determine  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next;  that  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  those  ports,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and 
information  contraband  of  war,  may  from  that  time  be  carried  on, 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  limitations  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  regulations  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  such  military  and  naval  regulations  as  are  now 
in  force  or  may  hereafter  be  found  necessary. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  in 
r  I  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- four 
I  •    ' '     and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[EDclorsement.] 

Send  copy  to  General  Meigs,  with  instructions  to  admit  vessels  with 
cargoes  not  contraband  of  war. 

[D.  D.  Porter.\ 
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[Teleji^rain.] 

City  Point,  [Va.],  Xorvmher  SO,  1864 — 10 p.  m. 
Southern  papers  show  that  Bragg,  with  a  large  part  of  his  force  has 
gone  to  (leorgia. 

If  we  can  get  oft'  during  his  absence,  we  will  stand  a  good  chance, 
not  only  to  carry  Fort  Fisher,  but  to  take  Wilmington.  The  troops 
will  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  you  are  ready. 

U.  8.  Grant, 

Lieutenanf-  General. 
Hear- Admiral  1).  1).  Porter. 


[Telt'fH'uiii.] 

Flacssiiip  jMalvern, 
Hampton  I\oa(lM,  Xorrrnhn'  .Vf>,  IS/ii, 

Can  start  in  three  days  on  the  original  arrangement  of  12,000  men. 
Will  take  a  little  longer  to  tit  jiowder  vessel. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Cieneral  IJ.  S.  (iRANT, 

City  roint. 


Hampton  Koads,  Xoremher  30,  1R64, 
I  will  bo  up  on  the  2d  Dec^ember;  would  come  up  sooner,  but  my 
machinery  is  apart.     If  ytni  are  coming  down,  will  wait  here. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Uvar'Admiral 
Lieut<)nant(reneral  V.  S.  (Juant, 

City  Point. 


(Ti'lounim.! 


Fort  Monkok,  Xorrmher  .W^  lfi64. 

(liOceived  1 1  a.  m.) 
The  French  man  of  war  hero  wishes  to  go  up  .James  River  to  receive 
such  ]»ersons  as  want  to  leave  liichmond.     lias  the  Department  any 
objections f    There  is  no  objection  here. 

David  D.  Portkk, 


lion.  (JiDKON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  thr  \ary. 


licar-AflmiraL 


n'rlri:rillll.] 

NoVKMnKU  Ml  1804. 
Is  there  any  objecticm  to  the  French  sloop  of  war  coming  up  to  City 
Point? 

David  D.  Portek, 

licarAdmiral. 
Lieutenant(jreneral  T.  S.  (Irant, 

City  Voint,  Va. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8,  Navy^  to   Commander  Farlcer^ 
U.  &  yavy,  to  furnish  coal  to  H.  I.  M,  8.  Ad^mis, 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia^  November  30y  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  French  vessel  of  war  Adonis 
with  coal  and  afford  the  commander  all  the  facilities  in  your  power  for 
accomplishing  her  purpose  in  visiting  the  river. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Nary^  to  Commander  Frailey,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  coaling  of  vessels. 

Hampton  Koads,  November  30, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  position  marked  on  the  blockade 
chart  and  find  the  Vanderbilt,  Fort  Jackson,  and  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Tell  the  commanders  of  the  above  vessels  if  they  can  not  coal  off  Beau- 
fort to  proceed  here  without  a  moment's  delay  and  fill  up  with  coal, 
then  to  proceed  to  the  bars  and  inform  the  officers  there  that  I  want 
them  to  till  up  with  coal  and  be  ready  for  anything;  after  which  you 
will,  if  i)08sible,  go  into  Beaufort  and  fill  up  with  coal  and  ammunition 
and  await  further  orders  there. 

liespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  J.  M.  Frailky, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Tuscarora,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  IIoads,  November  30, 1864. 
You  will  fill  up  the  three  monitors  with  coal  (8augus,  Canonicus,  and 
Mahopav)  and  have  them  ready  to  come  down  here  without  delay.    Let 
me  know  by  telegraph  and  by  letter  when  they  are  ready  or  will  be 
ready. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdiniraL 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Onondaga^  Dutch  Gap,  Va, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  for  the  immediate  preparation  of  the  United  8tates 
steamers  Tacony  and  Iosco. 

Confidential.]  Hampton  Hoads,  November  30, 1864. 

Sir:  It  is  important  that  the  Tacony  and  Iosco  should  be  ready  for 
sea  in  three  days.  Fish  the  Tacony^s  foremast  temporarily  and  fix  her 
magazine.  Better  put  all  hands  at  work  on  these  vessels  and  let  the 
others  stand. 
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Also  have  tbc  SasHucus  duwn.     Lot  theui  till  up  with  coal  before  thej 
come  down.    Say  to  Captain  Tnixtun  he  can  not  leave, 
liespcctfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiroL 
Captain  John  M.  Beubien, 

Commandinij  Naval  Station^  yorfolk. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  (\  S.  Savy^  to  Acting  Master**  Mate 
Yanderbilt^  V,  S,  Xary, 

Hampton  Roads,  Noretnber  30 j  1864. 
Sir:  Vou  will  ])roceed  to  Beaufort,  X.  C,  without  delay,  through  the 
ranal,  and  deliver  the  iiccompanyin^  <lispatch  to  Captain  Dove. 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admirah 
Acting  Master's  Mate  [Aaron]  Vanderbilt, 

U.  S.  *S.  Malvern. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Xary,  to  Commander  DovCj  U.  8. 
Na r »/,  rr(ja rdi mj  do fiblc-inderH. 

1 1 AMPTON  Roads,  November  30^  1864. 
Sib:  Order  all  the  doublo-cnders  at  Beaufort  to  fill  up  with  coal  and 
ammunition  and  remain  there  until  further  orders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  B.  ^I.  DovK, 

Command inu  Naral  Station,  livaufort,  N.  (\ 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  l\  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Dove^  U.  8. 
Navy  J  retjarding  the  IJ,  S.  S,  Vanderbilt, 

Hampton  Koads,  November  30^  186 L 
Sib:  If  possible,  have  a  vessel  sent  out  t^)  the  Vanderbilt  and  order 
her  to  proceed  here  at  once. 

itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Beaufort j  N.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,   U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  eneape  of  a 

blocJcade  rnnner. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
OffNeio  Inlet  J  North  Carolina,  November  30, 1864. 

Sib:  Last  night  at  about  9  !>.  m.  a  blockade  runner  passed  the  port 
and  was  lired  at  by  the  Wild^rnesH  at  a  distance  of  about  200  yards. 
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The  captain  sapposed  that  he  struck  her  in  the  whe^lhouse.  On  the 
going  down  of  the  kuii  a  thick  haze  arose  and  became  a  thick,  fleecy 
fog  lor  two  oi-  three  hours,  making  the  opportunity  very  favorable. 

The  Kansas  arrived  this  morning,  having  coaled.  I  shall  leave 
Lieatenaut-Commander  Watmongh  in  charge  and  proceed  to  the  point 
designated  by  you  as  my  position,  which  lies  near  the  poiut  of  Frying 
Pan  Shoals.  It  will  be  very  favorable  to  see  such  vessels  as  endeavor 
to  make  the  land  before  night. 

The  heavy  spars  of  the  Mohican  make  her  visible  and  enable  blockade 
runners  to  avoid  her  after  night.  I  would  suggest  as  probably  the 
most  available  use  of  the  vessel  that  she  should  pursue  such  tracks  as 
you  might  designate,  going  whichever  way  the  wind  was  favorable, 
and  sweeping  in  the  daytime  over  the  greatest  distance  under  sail, 
with  heavy  banked  fires.  Such  blockaders  [blockade  runners]  as  we 
might  find  under  our  lee  in  rough  weather  or  with  a  fresh  breeze  would 
find  escape  difiicult  if  made  early  enough  to  give  us  time  to  chase 
before  dark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeiitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Commander, 

KearAdmiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S,  Navy,  transmitting  circular  of  the 
Treasury  Department  regarding  the  opening  of  trade  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  30j  1861. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewitli  a  copy  of  a  circular  from 
H.  A.  Bisley,  superintending  8i>ecial  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  object  is  to  open  trade  in  the  sounds  of  Nortli  Carolina,  and  now 
that  Plymouth  is  in  our  possession,  a  large  amount  of  cotton  can  be 
got  out  by  purchase.    I  await  the  orders  of  the  Department  before 
permitting  any  traffic  there,  and  respectfully  recjommend  that  no  mer- 
chandise of  any  kind  be  allowed  tx)  be  exchanged  for  the  products  of 
the  country,  but  that  they  must  trade  with  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department,  November  29^  1864. 

The  President's  order  in  rehition  to  the  purchase  of  products  of  insur- 
rectionary States  recites  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
apx>ointed  agents  and  prescribed  regulations,  with  his  approval,  for 
such  purchase  at  Memphis,  ^sashville,  New  Orleans,  Pensacola,  Port 
Koyal,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  Norfolk,  V^a.,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  July  2, 1864,  and  orders : 

1.  That  all  products  moving  or  being  transported  to  such  agent  from 
the  insurrectionary  States,  under  a  contract  for  its  purchase  by  sub- 
agent,  shall  be  free  from  seizure  or  detention  by  any  officer  of  th^ 
Gtoyernment 

N  W  B^VOL  11 H 
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2.  That  persoiiH  having  the  certificate  of  the  parchamng  agent  that 
he  lia8  contructed  wiili  tlieui  lor  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  or  other 
products,  to  be  brought  fVom  si>ecified  localitien  and  delivered  to  soch 
agent,  Hhall  have  all  proper  facilities  and  passes  for  himself  and  his 
means  of  transiK)rtatioii  to  go  after  the  pnxlncts  and  bring  them  throngh 
the  lines,  and  safe  con<lnct  of  person  and  property  within  oar  lines 
while  the  i)roducts  are  moving  or  being  transported  to  the  pardiasiDg 
agent,  and  he  directs  all  military  and  naval  officers  en  rente  to  famish 
]>roper  facilities,  passes,  and  ]>rotectioii  while  the  prodncts  are  moving 
to  the  purchasing  agent,  and  in  compliance  with  the  regnlattous  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  persons  who  hold  the  oertiflcate  of  the 
purchiising  agent  that  he  has  bought  and  received  from  them  aspecifled 
quantity  of  products,  stating  the  value  thereof,  may  be  permitted  by 
the  military  officers  at  the  place  of  sale  to  take  back  33jt  per  cent  erf 
the  amount  received  for  pro<luctA  in  goods  and  merchandise  not  con- 
traband of  war  and  not  prohibited  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

3.  The  Se(!retary  of  War  an<l  of  the  Navy  are  directed  to  make  proper 
orders  and  to  give  proi)er  directions  to  Hubordinates  in  command  for 
carrying  out  this  order. 

A  <!()py  of  this  order  1  loft  with  General  8hepley.  I  shall  soon  have 
plenty  of  copies  here. 

11.  A.  RiSLBT, 
Supcrininuihig  Hjwcial  Agent y  etc. 


Letter  from  MajorOefieral  Jitttler,  ('.  S.  Army^  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter^ 
IT,  8.  Navy^  regarding  a  proposed  joint  attavk  upon  liainbow  Bluff. 

llEADgUARTEKS   ARMY  OF  THE  JAMSS, 

hi  the  Fieldj  November  30^  ISiU. 
Admiral:  Brigadier-Crcneral  Wihl  will  hand  y(»u  this  note,  and 
brings  also  onlers  to  (General  Palmer  about  the  matter  of  which  we 
were  speaking.  Please  give  him  an  order,  to  be  transmitted  through 
him  to  the  (commander  of  your  naval  forces  in  the  sounds,  to  cooi>erate 
in  the  fullest  extent  withChmeral  Palmer  and  to  move  with  all  prompt- 
ness and  celerity.  General  Wild  will  show  you  the  orders,  which  are 
uuHealed  for  that  ])ur])ose,  which  he  takes  to  (leneral  Palmer.  If  any- 
thing occurs  to  you  wliicrh  I  have  not  covered  in  my  instructions,  please 
telegraph  me,  and  \  will  rciich  (leueral  VV^ild  by  telegraph  before  he 
leaves  l^^ort  Monroe. 

1  have  the  honor  t^)  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Uenj.  F.  Butler. 
lieiir-Admiral  Porter, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Jilockading  Squadron^  James  River. 


Order  of  Major- General  Butler^  U,  S.  Army,  to  Brigadi^ir-Oenerdl 
Palmer,  U,  IS.  Army,  to  aid  Federal  naval  forces  in  attack  on  Con- 
federate defenses  at  Rainhoic  Bluff,  N.  C\ 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  November  30j  1864. 
General:  Information  has  got  to  me  that  the  enemy  in  small  force, 
less  than  500  men,  are  fortifying  Uainbow  Bluff,  20  miles  up  the  lioa- 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        115 

noke,  above  Plymoutb.  Admiral  Porter  suggests,  ui>ou  the  informa- 
tion that  he  has  from  the  naval  officer  commanding  those  waters,  that 
a  conjunct  expedition  of  the  Navy  and  Army  would  easily  capture  that 
point  and  hold  it,  and  thatjt  is  of  very  great  importance  that  we  should 
do  so.  Therefore  I  propose  that  you  shall  make  the  attempt.  Take 
all  the  forces  that  can  be  spared  in  your  district  which  you  may  deem 
necessary,  and  move  with  great  promptness  while  the  enemy  are  en- 
gaged with  Sherman  in  Georgia  and  with  us  here,  so  that  you  need  not 
fear  reinforcements.  Perhaps,  after  seizing  that  point  you  might,  by 
a  t)o1d  push,  reach  the  ram  at  Halifax.  I  would  suggest  that  you  could 
transport  your  troops  and  supplies  within  G  miles,  and  land  them  below 
the  bluH'  and  take  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  but  matters  of  detail  must  be 
left  to  your  discretion.  What  1  do  require  is  promptness  of  action, 
and  I  rest  largely  on  that.  I  rest  also  largely  upon  your  energy  and 
zeaL  You  had  better  give  out  that  your  expedition  is  a  movement  up 
the  Chowan  upon  Weldon.  You  are  surrounded  by  spies,  and  the 
moment  >ou  start  any  movement  conjecture  will  be  busy  as  to  its  direc- 
tion. Now,  if  you  let  it  be  confidentially  understood  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  persons  that  you  are  going  up  the  Chowan,  that  will  be  sure 
to  get  to  the  enemy.  Brigadier-General  Wild,  who  does  me  the  favor 
to  tiike  this  to  you,  is  also  charged  with  some  confidential  matters 
which  he  will  state  to  you,  and  in  which  1  trust  you  will  aid  him.  As 
soon  as  this  expedition  is  over  I  propose  to  send  you  a  battalion  of  the 
Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  as  portion  of  your  garrison  at 
New  Berne,  and  take  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut  into  the  field  with  me, 
unless  you  can  state  objections  which  do  not  now  occur  to  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Major  Oeneralj  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina, 


Ordir  of    Bear-Admiral  Port^r^   JJ.  S,    Xavy,  to  Commander  Ma^omhj 
U.  8.  Navyy  to  cooperate  in  the  caiyture  of  Rainboic  Bluff, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  Hampton  Boads^  December  i,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  without  delay  prepare  to  cooperate  with  General 
Palmer  to  capture  Rainbow  Bluff  and  all  the  enemy's  munitions  of  war, 
which  must  be  brought  away  or  destroyed,  and  destroy  the  rebel  ram 
at  Halifax.  I  can't  go  into  details,  but  expect  the  most  perfect  success. 
Positive  orders  go  to  General  Palmer  to-day.  See  him  without  delay 
and  let  the  exp^ition  get  underway  at  once.  If  you  see  the  orders 
you  will  see  what  1  want  I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  *  written  to  General 
Butler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  tlie  Sounds,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

*  See  page  103. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  December  i,  1864. 
(Received  at  Washington  3: 20  p.  m.) 
What  chance  is  there  of  getting  those  tugs!    We  need  them  much 
now  and  will  need  them  more. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy, 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  IIoads,  December  i,  1864. 
When  you  again  engage  Howlett's  take  station  at  Signal  Tower, 
where  you  can  see  eftect  of  your  fire.    I  had  no  difficulty  in  reaching 
the  battery  with  the  XV-inch  guns. 

David  D.  Porter. 
Comiimnder  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  5th  Div,,  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Dutch  Gap,  James  Riverm 


Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Kavy^  regarding  the  preparation  of 

monitors, 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Dutch  Oap,  James  River,  December  i,  1864. 
Sir:  Tour  telegraphic  dispatch  of  this  date  relative  to  the  three 
monitors,  Sangus,  (Janonicus,  and  Mahopac,  was  received  here  at  6:40 
o'clock  a.  m.  to-day.    I  have  to  report  that  the  three  monitors  above 
named  are  ready  for  immediate  service. 

The  dispatch  relating  to  Howlett'S  battery  was  received  at  4:10 
o'clock  p.  m.  and  1  shall  station  myself  at  the  Signal  Tower  to  observe 
the  eftect  ot  the  fire,  as  you  command. 

We  are  repairing  the  machinery  of  the  Onondaga  and  shall  be  ready 
for  action  in  three  days. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 


General  Ordtr  of  Rear -Admiral  Porter^  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  officers 
commanding  off  Wilmington  bars. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  1, 1864. 
Hereafter  two  regular  naval  officers  will  be  stationed  at  e^ich  bar  off 
Wilmington,  who  will  have  the  sole  control  in  regulating  the  stations 
of  the  different  vessels  stationed  to  guard  the  bars,  and  officers  senior 
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to  them,  goinpf  in  for  shelter  or  coal,  are  not  to  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  which  are  approved  by  me. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Braine  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Young 
are  in  charge  off  the  Western  Bar,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Wat- 
mough  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Weaver  are  in  charge  off  New  Inlet. 
These  officers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  duties  required  of  them. 

The  officers  heretofore  assigned  as  senior  officers  at  the  bars  will 
confine  themselves  to  cruising  and  chasing  on  the  stations  assigned 
them  outside  of  the  bar  line. 

One  of  the  officers  assigned  to  bar  duty  will  always  be  on  the  station, 
and  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  send  bis  vessel  for  coal  he  must 
transfer  himself  to  another  of  the  bar  blockaders  proper. 

With  proper  attention,  with  the  present  number  of  vessels,  I  deem  it 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  pass  the  blockade. 

Vessels  putting  in  there  for  shelter,  coal,  or  repairs  must  be  careful 
to  take  no  coal  without  consulting  the  officers  in  charge  at  the  bar  to 
know  whether  it  will  render  the  supply  short  for  the  bar  blockaders, 
which  are  the  most  important  vessels.  Officers  in  charge  of  the  bars 
will  send  me  diagrams  constantly,  showing  the  positions  of  the  vessels 
night  and  day. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Hear  Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  commanding  offieern  to 
prepare  for  immediate  service. 

Hamp  roN  BoADS,  December  i,  1864. 
Sir  :  Use  all  dispatch  to  get  the  Iosco  coaled  and  ready  for  service 
and  report  to  me  here  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-AdmiraU  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

[Same  order  to  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun,  John  Lee 
Davis,  and  F.  H.  Baker,  commanding  U.  S.  steamers  Ta^ony^  Sassacusj 
and  VicJcsburgj  respectively.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Gaptmn  Olisson,   IT,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  money  captured  from  blockade  runners. 

Hampton  Eoads,  December  i,  1864. 
Sib:  In  all  cases  where  money  is  taken  from  the  prisoners  captured 
on  blockade  runners  it  should  be  sent  to  the  prize  court  where  the  prize 
is  sent  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


118        NORTH  ATLANTIC  HLOCKADING  SQUADBON. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  8,  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  British 
steamer  Vivetij  December  1, 1864, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  J  Oosport  [Norfolk\j  Navy  Yard^  December  tf,  1864. 
Sib:  1  have  the  houor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  blockade- 
running  steamer  Vixen  off  Wilmington  on  the  Ist  instant  by  the  Rhode 
Island.    As  the  Vixen  is  reported  to  be  leaking  badly^  I  have  ordered 
her  up  here  for  an  examination. 

The  report  of  Commander  Trenchaid,  commanding  Rhode  Island^ 

together  with  the  prize  list  of  his  vessel,  is  forward imI  to  you  to  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtkr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
lion.  (tIdkon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Commander   Trenchard,   U,  S.  Navy,  commanding   U.  8.  8. 

Rhode  Island,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Vixen,  December  i, 

1864. 

17.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Jfampton  lioadsj  Virginia,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  instant,  at  2: 30  p.  m«, 
latitude  32o  27'  30"  N.,  longitude  78^  07'  W.,  Cape  Fear  bearing  N.,  J 
E.,  83  miles  distant,  a  sail  and  black  smoke  were  made  from  the  mast 
head,  bearing  N.  by  E.    (lave  chase. 

At  3 :  30  p.  m.  the  vessel  could  be  seen  from  the  deck,  the  wind  at  the 
time  being  moderate  from  the  eastward.  At  4  p.  m.  the  steamer  was 
apparently  dropping  us,  but  at  sunset,  the  wind  freshening  and  the 
weather  squally,  we  appeared  to  be  gaining  on  her.  Soon  afterwards  we 
lost  sight  of  the  vessel,  but  continued  on  our  course  at  the  highest  rate 
of  speed.  Fortunately,  after  a  short  interval,  made  a  light  on  the  last 
bearings  of  the  steamer,  which  we  steered  for,  and  about  7  p.  m.  came 
up  with  her,  and  she  seemed  to  be  broken  down. 

The  vessel  was  boarded  at  once,  and  proved  to  be  the  British  paddle- 
wheel  steamer  Vixen.  She  was  without  register,  log  book,  or  papers, 
with  the  exception  of  a  muster  roll  of  her  crew,  wliich  was  found  by  the 
boarding  officer,  dated  ''November  23,  St.  George,  Herinuda"  (no  year). 
This  paper  has  been  enclosed  to  the  IJ.  S.  prize  commissioner  at  what- 
ever port  you  may  be  pleased  to  order  her  to  proceed. 

A  temporary  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  and  the  Rhode  Island  laid 
by  the  prize  during  the  night.  The  following  morning  Acting  Master 
Zera  L.  Tanner  was  placed  in  charge  with  a  regular  prize  crew.  Her 
paddle  wheels  being  completely  disabled  from  the  efl'ects  of  the  sea  and 
high  rate  of  speed  to  which  she  had  been  driven  in  order  to  esca])e,  and 
it  being  impossible  for  the  prize  to  reach  any  port  so  crippled,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  her  in  tow.  As  it  was  requisite  to  proceed  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads  to  coal,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  bring  the  prize  here. 

The  vessel  leaking  very  badly,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  some  part 
of  her  cargo  to  discover  the  leak,  and  in  doing  so  arms  were  found. 
The  cargo  appeared  to  be  of  an  assorted  character,  as  far  as  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  duplicate  muster  rolls  of  this  vessel  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Vixen,  and  state  that  there 
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were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time.    At  the  time  of  the  ca])tare 
Cape  Fear  bore  N.  by  W.  50  miles  distant. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

StBPHEN  D.  TRENOnAUD, 

Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8qua>dron, 


Enquiry  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^   U.  S. 
Navy^  regarding  the  U.  S.  8.  Young  Rover. 

Navy  Department,  December  2^  1864, 
Sir:  Has  the  Department's  order  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  send 
the  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  been  executed? 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


[Teleffrain.] 

Navy  Department,  December  ^,  1864. 
Torpedo  boat  at  Baltimore.    Probably  three  or  four  more  vessels  will 
reach  you.    Tugs  bought,  but  will  be  a  mouth  fitting.    Shall  I  charter 
four,  or  can  you  do  it  there? 

G.  y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

December  ^,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
(Beceived  10:30  a.  m.,  Decembers.) 
I  have  just  seen  General  Grant.    He  can  only  send  6,000.    He 
depends  upon  the  Louisiana;  she  is  at  the  yard.    Will  you  send  an 
order  to  work  on  her  night  and  day! 

Admiral  Smith  has  ordered  no  night  work.    Wise  better  send  every- 
thing at  once. 

D.  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

[EudorHement.] 

December  3, 1864. 
Everything  is  being  done  with  the  utmost  vigor  by  the  Bureau. 
The  moment  the  Baltimore  arrives  she  will  take  on  board  Jefiers  aud 
Bodman,  and,  with  a  barge  iu  tow,  loaded  with  about  250  barrels  of 

Kwder  and  the  Birney  fluid,  proceed  at  once  to  Norfolk  to  prepare  the 
miHana  for  service. 

H.A.  W|ISEJ. 
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THHtructiofiM    from    RmrAtlmira!   VorUr^   U.  8.  Navffj  to   Commander 
Parkn\'r,  S,  \ary,  retfanUmj  operations  in  ike  James  River, 

North  Atlantic  Squadbon, 
FlafjHhip  Malnrn,  Hampton  Hoadn^  December  2^  1864. 

Sir:  While  I  am  absent  yiMi  will  have  to  depend  on  your  own 
resoarces  and  not  wait  for  orders  from  me  beyond  those  I  leave  with 
you  for  your  ^uidanre.  When  the  gap  is  oi>en,  if  it  ever  proves  suc- 
ressful/you  will  have  In  be  on  the  alert  tor  rams  and  torpedoes  and 
keep  the  lookouts  I  have  directed  to  be  kept  in  a  previoas  order. 

The.  i)i(*ket  boats  must  always  lie  kept  in  readiness  at  night,  with 
their  torpedoes  ready  for  service,  and  if  an  ironclad  shoald  conie  down 
they  must  destroy  her,  even  if  they  are  all  sunk.  For  this  purpose  yon 
must  select  men  n\'  nerve  tocominiind  them,  who  will  undertake  any- 
thing, no  nnitter  how  d(*sperate.  The  ]»icket  boats  should  be  carefully 
used;  steam  should  not  )m*  kept  up  in  the  daytime,  and  they  should  be 
kept  but  for  one  pnriM)se.  Ttie  hn'omotive  light  must  be  lit  on  the  bow 
of  the  (hwnihtffft  and  the  torpedo  catcher  titte<l  for  a  full  due  and  to  be 
(rarrie<l  at  all  times. 

Sometliing  must  be  done  up  the  river,  and  1  have  an  idea  that  one  of 
those  rams  can  be  1>h>wn  up  by  two  men,  with  cork  jackets  on,  getting 
above  them  or  below  them  and  floating  down  on  them  with  the  current 
It  was  pra<'ticed  <m  the  Mississippi  on  one  of  our  vessels  there,  and  the 
tfu'pedo  attached  to  the  bow,  but  it  did  not  exi>l<Mle.  Now,  I  propose  a 
long,  light  ]N>]e,  ."><)  feet  long,  with  a  torpedo  at  the  end,  supported  at 
10  feet  from  the  en<1  by  bladders  or  gutta  ju'rcha  life-preservers  and  a 
life  preserver  at  the  other  end  to  nnike  the  spar  float  easy. 

The  men  will  not  be  in  the  least  danger  from  the  explosion,  though 
they  will  likely  be  raptured.  They  will  get  their  reward  and  be 
entitled  to  the  full  value  of  the  ram  or  vessel  blown  up.  We  must  run 
great  risks  to  strike*,  terror  to  an  enemy.  One  of  the  torpedoes  used  in 
picket  boat  \o,  i  is  the  only  kind  t^i  use.  An  assistant  surgeon  in 
your  division  otVerod  a  ])lan  of  snnill  boat  which  I  think  feasible,  but 
the  above  is  more  sure. 

One  vessel  must  be  ji])pointed  to  ]Kitrol  the  river,  and  visit  the  light- 
houses every  day,  and  have  things  ke]»t  in  order. 

ir  occasion  otVers,  c<)0]>erate  with  the  Army.  Don't  l>e  afraid  of 
expending  ammunition  judicicmsly.  There  is  ])lenty  of  it.  Where  you 
can't  see  the  objir.t  well,  do  t  he  tiring  by  signal.  Kncourage  the  officers 
to  perform  daring  acts.  Though  we  nniysonu'timeslose  them  by  capture, 
we  must  not  forp't  the  old  saying,  **Nothing  ventured,  nothing  gained." 
Trusting  to  your  discretion  to  do  all  things  right,  1  remain, 
N'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral. 

(/ommander  W.  A.  Parkkk, 

Comdg.  Fifth  IHviHion,  Sorih  Atlantic  tSquadron.  JamvH  Uinr. 

(T«li'/jniin.] 
ilKADQlJARTKRS   ARMIKS  OF   THK    UNITED   STATES, 

WaHhiUffton,  Dccvmbvv  2^  iSfii—l.'.'iOp,  m. 
Your  dispatch  of  the  .'U)th  November  to  Commander  Wise  has  been 
shown  to  me.     If  General  (i^rant  moves  12th,  as  originally  intended,  is 
not  the  other  matter  necessarily  void  t 

Cj.  V.  Fox 
Assufiant  Secretary  Navy, 
liear- Admiral  ]).  I).  roBTER. 
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Expedition  to  Pitch  Landing,  December  2-^,  1864. 
Sepozt  of  Commander  Maoomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmittiiig  papers. 

U.  S.  8.  Shamrock, 
THsU  Sounds  North  Carolina,  off  Plymouth,  N,  C,  December  9, 1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant  I 
sent  the  Chicopee  up  the  Chowan  River  to  bring  off  some  cotton,  pro- 
visions, and  supplies  held  by  the  rebels,  which  I  had  been  informed 
were  stored  near  Pitch  Landing. 

You  will  perceive  by  Commander  Harrell's  report,  which  I  enclose, 
that  the  expedition  was  a  very  successful  one. 

My  orders  to  Commander  Ilarrell  are  herewith  forwarded.  Since  the 
return  of  the  above  expedition  I  have  ordered  the  Chicopee  to  Edenton, 
N.  0.,  and  Sandy  Point,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  to  seize 
another  amount  of  cotton,  which,  from  information  (from  Captain 
Harrell),  I  find  to  be  about  30  b<iles,  and  which  is  in  his  possession. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  Macomb, 
Commander  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Carolina, 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern,  Flagship,  Hampton  Roa^s,  Virginia, 

[EocloHuni.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist,  Sounds  North  Carolina,  off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  December  1, 1864, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  the  Chowan  Eiver  as  far  as  you  deem  neces- 
sary,  capturing  cotton,  cattle,  and  anything  belonging  to  the  enemy. 
If  you  are  fir^  upon,  burn  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and,  in 
short,  do  all  you  can  to  annoy  the  enemy. 
After  having  accomplished  this  you  will  return  as  soon  as  i)08sible. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commanding  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
A.  David  Harrell, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  Chicopee, 

I  will  expect  the  Chicopee  to  return  by  the  6th,  and  Commander 
Harrell  will  report  to  me. 


Seport  of  Commander  HarreU,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Chicopee. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 
Chowan  River,  [North  Carolina],  December  5, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  gratification  to  report  that,  availing  myself  of  the 
permission  granted  me  by  yourself  (after  having  received  your  written 
orders),  1  left  Plymouth  on  Friday,  December  2,  and  proceeded  to 
Boanoke  Island,  where  Colonel  Wardrop  very  promptly  placed  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  on  board  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  W.  Clarke  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  duty  proposed. 
I  landed  a  detachment  of  sailors  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 

IB.  A.l  Walker  for  the  purpose  of  cooperation.  The  party  landed  a 
ittle  aoove  the  mouth  of  the  Wiekacon  Creek,  with  orders  to  march  to 
Pitch  Landing,  that  place  being  9  miles  distant  by  land  and  25  miles 
by  water,  where  the  rebel  Government,  as  I  was  informed,  had  a  deposi- 
tory for  cottou  and  army  supplies.    At  the  same  time  I  ordered  the 
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steam  picket  boat  No.  5  to  proceed  up  that  streaui,  it  being  impossible 
for  the  Ohicopee  to  do  so,  it  being  narrow  and  tortuous.  Both  parties 
arrived  without  accident,  and  captured  the  place,  bringing  off  about  85 
bales  of  cotton,  a  quantity  of  cotton  yarn,  together  with  7  prisoners 
and  52  contrabands,  and  burning  and  destroying  the  following  list  of 
property,  viz,  say,  75  barrels  beef,  7,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  6  barrels  of 
molasses,  100  boxes  adamantine  candles  (40  pounds  each),  75  sacks  of 
salt,  1,000  pounds  of  coffee,  10  barrels  crushed  sugar,  300  pairs  of  cotton 
cards,  2,000  blocks  of  cotton  yarn,  45  sets  army  harness,  31  mules,  6 
horses,  10  army  wagons,  250  grain  sacks,  4,000  pounds  of  bacon;  also  a 
quantity  of  pease,  beans,  leather,  shoes,  boots,  clothing,  etc,  belonging 
to  the  Confederate  Army.  I  was  compelled  to  have  the  horses  and 
mules  killed  becau^e  I  had  no  transportation.  You  will  perceive  that  a 
very  large  amount  of  valuable  property  was  destroyed  lor  the  same 
reason.  1  am  happy  to  state  that  the  whole  affair  was  well  managed  and 
a  perfect  success.  One  soldier  was  (1  fear)  mortiilly  wounded.  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke  for  the  energetic  coopera- 
tion which  he  afforded.  Lieutenant  Walker,  the  exe(;utive  ofllcer  of  this 
vessel,  commanded  the  sailors  and  performed  his  duty  with  his  usual 
promptness  and  gallantry.  Acting  Ensign  James  A.  Crossman,  Act- 
ing Master's  Mates  (J.  A.]  Belcher  and  [C.  C]  Johnson  accompanied 
the  command  and  performed  their  duty  well,  as  J  am  informed.  I 
placed  Mr.  Johnson  in  command  of  a  detatchment  of  marines  on  board 
the  picket  boat.  His  duty  was  particularly  arduous  and  hazardous; 
he  performed  it  to  the  admiration  of  all  hands.  I  am  informed  that 
the  commander  of  the  picket  boat,  Acting  Ensign  [J.  II.]  Chapman, 
performed  his  duty  well  and  gave  entire  satisfaction.  It  only  remains 
to  add,  which  gives  me  great  pleasure,  that  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
(t.  L.  Simpson  volunteered  and  accompanied  the  party,  rendering 
timely  service  to  the  wounded. 

I  have  omitted  to  state,  which  I  now  do,  with  great  pleasure,  that  I 
was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Wardrop,  who  gave  me  the  assistance  of 
his  long  experience.     I  enclose  Lieutenant  Walker's  report.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.D.  Habrell, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Additional  report  of  Commander  HarreU,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Chicopee. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 
Albemarle  Sounds  North  Carolina^  J>evemher  7,  1864. 

SiE:  Subsequent  to  my  hasty  report  of  the  5th,  I  have  ascertained 
that  there  were  destroyed  at  Fitch  Landing,  beside  what  has  already 
been  mentioned,  875  sacks  of  salt.  In  the  safe  of  the  rebel  commissary 
was  found  a  quantity  of  Confederate  money  and  bonds.  The  following 
amount  was  turned  over  to  me:  Confederate  bills,  representing  about 
$1,400;  Confederate  bonds,  representing  $8,000,  which  1  forward  to 
you. 

1  also  omitted  to  state  that  a  valuable  bridge  was  burned.  Our  force 
was  fired  upon  during  their  return,  but  the  rebels  were  soon  driven 
oft'.  I  herewith  forward  a  quantity  of  ofticial  and  private  ])apers  cap- 
tured at  Pitch  Landing,  which  will  throw  a  good  deal  of  light  upon 

•Not  nocessury  to  publish. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  RQUADRON.        123 

the  manner  in  ^hich  the  rebels  receive  their  supplies.  Beef,  pork, 
candles,  etc.,  were  marked  with  the  United  States  brand,  all  of  which 
it  is  said  were  received  from  Norfolk,  Va. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  perfect  harmony  existed  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  service  daring  the  whole  expedition. 

Several  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded ;  the  exact  number  could  not 
be  ascertained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Habbell, 
Commander^  V.  /S.  Navy. 
Oommander  William  II.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Division  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Beport  of  Commander  HurreU,  tranimitting  Confederate  bUla  oaptnred. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard^  February  ^,  J80'5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  ($1 7,360)  Oonfederate  bills  and  bonds 
captured  by  this  vessel  at  Pitch  Landing,  N.  C. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Habbell, 
Command^  U,  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  U.  8.  Navy^  Washington,  />.  C. 

[Endorsement.! 

Have  been  distributed  as  curiosities. 

W[elles]. 


Abftract  log  of  the  XT.  S.  S.  Chioopee,  Commander  A.  B.  HarreU. 

December  3, 1864. — Off  Itoanoke  Island.  At  4  p.  m.,  having  the  col- 
onel, lieutenant  colonel,  a  number  of  lieutenants,  with  two  companies  of 
men,  numbering  63  men  each,  from  Roanoke  Island,  on  board,  hoisted 
all  boats  and  started  up  the  sound.  At  5:45  passed  out  of  Croatan 
Sound.  Underway  until  11:25  p.  m.,  when  we  anchored  in  the  mouth 
of  Chowan  River. 

December  4. — At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  with  a  flatboat  and  a  picket  boat 
(No.  5)  in  tow  and  preceded  up  the  Chowan  River.  At  10 :  30  a.  m. 
picked  up  2  men  in  a  boat  trying  to  cross  the  river.  At  11 :20  sent  the 
picket  launch  No.  5,  with  the  marine  guard  on  board,  up  the  Wiekacon 
Creek.  At  11:30  came  to  anchor  abreast  of  Emre's  Lauding  and 
landed  all  the  soldiers  and  officers  in  charge  of  them;  also  70  of  our 
men  and  3  officers,  Acting  Ensign  James  A.  Crossman,  Dr.  Simpson, 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  A.  Belcher,  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Walker  in 
charge.  At  2:30  p.  ra.  came  to  off  Longfield  Landing.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m.  lying  at  anchor  off  Fisher's  [Fishery]  Landing.  From  6  to  8  had 
the  battery  all  ready  for  action.  At  11 :  45  p.  m.  heard  musketry  firing 
on  shore  bearing  W.  N.  W.    Lookouts  stationed  as  usual. 

December  5. — At  9: 15  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Emre's  Landing;  turned  around  and  came  back  to  Fishery 
Landing.  Sent  the  dingey  ashore  to  bring  off  a  contraband.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  At  12  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  Emre's 
Landing;  came  to  anchor  and  transported  all  of  our  la^w  ^ixvd  \>\^y^^^ 
on  board,  they  having  captured  7  prisoners,  —  bale^  oi  e,o\»\ft\i,  ^XivOa. 
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i;.  H.  (iTJNiioAT  Kansas, 
Off  New  Inb:t^  December  ,V,  JSfU. 
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sent  oatside.    She  is  now  coaling;  on  her  return  I  will  dispatch  her 
immediately  and  send  her  to  the  Oh^okee's  station. 

The  Moccasin  is  on  the  Western  Bar.  I  will  send  your  order  around 
to  the  senior  officer  of  that  station.  The  Unadillu  and  Buckingham  are 
here;  also  the  Berberry.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Berberry 
reports  himself  as  unfit  for  any  duty.  A  survey  is  now  being  held  on 
him.  There  is  a  deserving  acting  ensign  (Bowntree)  on  board  the 
Howquahj  well  acquainted  with  the  bar,  who  has  volunteered  for  com- 
mand of  the  Berberry^  and  I  will  put  him  on  board,  subject  to  your 
approval.  The  two  additional  tugs  alluded  to  will  give  a  fine  force  for 
this  bar.  Two  vessels  have  succeeded  in  getting  in  during  the  last 
week,  owing  chiefly  to  the  misty  weather.  We  are  now  holding  a  fine 
large  side- wheel  steamer  inside;  she  has  been  waiting  three  nights  for 
a  chance  to  run. 

General  Orders  53  to  60  and  accompanying  circular  are  in  hand. 
Permit  me  to  express  my  conviction  that  your  general  order  in  refer- 
ence to  the  official  conduct  of  officers  will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect. 
It  is  already  manifest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.   WATMOUaH, 
Lieutenant'  Commander ^  Senior  Officer  Present, 

•  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba  has  just  put  in  and  hoisted  the  senior  officer's 
flag. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  tlie  capture  of  ilie 
schooner  Mary,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
At  Sea,  Lai.  32^  11'  N.,  Long.  78^  Si'  W.,  December  3,  ISdi. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  I  fell  in  with  to-day 
at  1  p.  m.  and  captured  the  schooner  Mary,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
bound  from  Dewees^  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  to  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
with  a  cargo  consisting  of  77  bales  of  cotton,  60  boxes  of  tobacco,  1 
barrel  turpentine. 
The  Mary  left  Dewees'  Inlet  on  the  Ist  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret4iry  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7>.  C. 


UxtroA^t  of  journal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  referring  to  the  capture  of 

the  schooner  Mary, 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

At  Sea,  December  3, 1864. 

Saturday. — Weather  cloudy;  wind  southward  and  westward  and 
variable.  At  1  a.  m.  sounded  in  26  fathoms.  Steering  various  courses. 
Several  sails  in  sight.    At  1 :  10  p.  m.  saw  a  suspicious  schooner  steering 
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S.  E.;  steered  for  her  and  Ared  a  gnu  to  bring  her  to.  Sent  a  boat  00 
boanl  and  found  ber  to  be  the  Mary^  from  I)e wees'  Inlet,  South  Caro- 
lina, bound  to  Nassau  with  cargo  of  cotton  nnd  tobacco.  Took  charge 
of  her  and  put  prize  crew  on  board  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  8. 
Blake  and  0  men.    Latitude  32^  11'  N.,  longitude  78°  14'  W. 


Order  of  TAeutenant- Commander  Watmoughj  U.  S.  Navgj  to  Acting 
Ensign  Rotrntree,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  perform  hU>ckade  duty  in  command 
of  tJie  U,  8,  tug  Berberry, 

IT.  S.  S.  Kansas, 
Off  Netr  Inlet,  December  .V,  1864. 
SiK:  You  will  aHSunie  command  of  the  tug  lirrberry  for  the  present, 
relieving  Acting  Ensign  Griftith.  The  Berberry  ft  station  is  off  the  bar 
on  a  bearing  of  W.  to  W.  by  N.  from  the  Mound  light.  You  will  hold 
this  position  closely  and  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  any  runners,  and  be  prompt  to  signal  by  rocket  and  guns 
the  attempt  to  run  out  of  any  vessel.  You  are  not  to  chase  from  the 
bar,  but  maintain  your  station.  The  Arst  necessity  is  to  be  prompt  to 
move  in,  with  the  decline  of  light.  Exercise  every  care  against  ground- 
ing; have  carefiil  leadsmen  trained  daily  at  giving  exact  sounding^. 
You  are  familiar  with  the  bar,  and  T  ex]>ect  good  results  from  your 
command. 

Ilesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pknd.  G.  Watmouoh, 
lAeutenani' Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present 

Acting  Ensign  [Kobeut  W.]  Rowntree, 

U.  8.  8,  Hoirqnuh, 


Chasing   ashore,  December  .V,  and  destruction,  Devnnber  5,  ISfii,  of  the 

steamer  EUa, 

Report  of  Lieatanant-GommaTider  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Peqnot 

U.  S.  8.  Pbquot, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Hirer,  December  -i,  1804. 
Sir:  I  have  t^)  report  that  December  2,  at  1  p.  m.,  whilst  lying  close 
inshore  near  White  Point  Swash,  coast  of  South  Carolina,  1  discovered 
a  two-piped,  side-wheel  steamer  coming  in  from  the  southward.  As 
she  did  not  see  me,  1  lay  (piiet  until  1 :  40  p.  m.,  by  which  time  she  had 
run  close  inshore  near  Little  Kiver  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and  bore  N.  E. 
from  me.  1  then  started,  steering  east,  to  intercept  her  and  crowd  her 
on  the  land;  she  immediately  stood  to  the  eastward,  and  I  hoped  to 
compel  her  to  run  for  the  blockaders.  I  made  bhick  smoke  and  fired 
live  guns  to  attract  cruisers,  without  success.  When  off  Shallotte  Inlet 
she  stood  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  1  chased  upon  that  course 
until  6  p.  m.,  when,  being  near  the  end  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals,  she  sud- 
denly changed  her  course  N.  N.  W^  to  run  up  the  shoal.  I  did  the  same, 
and  at  8 :  20  p.  m.,  being  in  6.J  fathoms  water  near  the  blockaders,  I  threw 
up  five  rockets  and  burned'the  night  signal  t4)  alarm  the  blockaders. 
Having,  as  I  supposed,  put  them  uimn  tlie  alert,  I  stood  offshore  to  8J 
fathoms  and  patrolled  until  daylight,  when  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
the  runner  ashore  about  1^  miles  S.  by  W.  of  Bald  Head  Point. 
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At  7 :  30  a.  m.  I  weut  in  with  other  vessels  to  destroy  her  by  shelling:. 
I  had  the  satisfaction  to  strike  her  twice  with  loOponnder  shell  amid- 
ships, and  so  seriously  damaged  her  that  this  morning  (December  4) 
the  rebels  are  firing  at  her  from  five  batteries  and  doing  their  best  to 
finish  what  the  blockaders  commenced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Emma, 

U.  S.  S.  Emma, 
Of  Western  Bar,  Wilmington^  [N.  (7.],  December  3j  1804. 
Sir:  1  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 
At  5 I'M)  a.  m.,  being  in  my  station  in  3^  fathoms  water  oft'  the  bar. 
Bald  Head  light  bearing  N.  N.  E.  per  compass,  a  blockade  runner  was 
discovered  from  this  vessel  bearing  E.  by  S.,  close  in  under  the  shore  of 
Smith's  Island,  and  steering  for  the  bar.  1  immediately  went  ahead  at 
fall  speed,  heading  N.  N.  E.  to  cut  her  ofif  from  the  bar,  at  the  same  time 
throwing  up  one  rocket  to  signal  to  the  vessels  nearer  the  bar.  As 
soon  as  practicable  I  opened  fire  upon  her  from  my  broadside  guns,  the 
mnner  being  then  distant  about  700  yards.  At  5 :  40  saw  that  she  was 
turning  round,  and  then  I  immediately  headed  for  her  until  I  got  in  2^ 
fathoms  water,*the  runner  being  then  about  500  yards  distant,  when  I 
altered  my  course  to  the  southward  and  stopped  the  engines.  At  this 
time  I  discovered  she  was  ashore  on  the  south  end  of  Marshall  Shoal. 
I  lowered  a  boat,  armed  and  equip])ed,  and  ordered  my  executive  oflS- 
cer,  Acting  Ensign  [Charles]  Zimmerman,  to  board  and  fire  her  at  all 
hazards.  I  was  then  in  2  fathoms  water,  with  a  shoal  bar  between  the 
Emma  and  the  runner,  and  had  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  her  from  my 
I>ort  battery.  By  the  time  the  boat  shoved  off  it  had  got  to  be  so  light 
that  our  position  was  plainly  discernible  from  the  shore  batteries,  dis- 
tant about  1,200  yards,  from  which  they  opened  quite  a  lively  fire,  the 
shot  nearly  all  passing  over  us;  also  saw  six  boats  in  the  water  near 
the  runner.  Seeing  that  a  single  boat's  crew  would  be  exposed  to  immi- 
nent peril,  with  scarce  a  possibility  of  success,  I  reluctantly  recalled 
her  and  moved  oft*  out  of  range.  At  6:  30  hoisted  my  boat  and  steered 
for  my  day  station. 

The  blockade  runner  is  a  very  long,  low,  side-wheel  steamer,  schooner- 
rigged,  with  two  smokestacks,  one  forward,  the  other  abaft  the  paddle 
box. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 
Acting  Volunteer  TAeiitenant^  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Western  Bar^  Wilmington, 


Report  of  lientenant-Commander  Young,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Maratanza. 

U.  S.  S.  Mabatanza, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Eiver^  December  4j  1864. 
Sib  :  Ihave  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  mornmg  oi  l\ie>*i^  vas\»aX»^ 
at  aboat  5 :  30  a,  m,,  the  steamer  Emma  diBcoveied  and.  «\\<Wie»dL'edL  \w 
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driving  a  largo  two-smokestack  steamer  (blockade  raiiner),  evidently 
bound  in,  on  shore  on  Marshall  Shoal,  Smith's  Island.  After  seeing 
her  grounded,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  of  the  EmmOj  hav- 
ing reported  the  fact  to  me,  I  directed  the  Britunniay  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Huse,  and  the  Aries^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells, 
to  run  in  and  try  the  range,  and  if  they  found  it  practicable,  to  endeavor 
to  disable  the  vessel  so  as  to  prevent  her  getting  off.  Finding  that  the 
30-i)ounder  rirte  would  rea«jh  by  the  vessels  keeping  underway  to  avoid 
the  batteries,  and  the  Pcquot^  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  arriving 
about  this  time,  I  moved  all  the  vessels  into  a  i>osition  south  of  the  forts 
and  commenced  firing  ui)on  her  at  long  range.  I  estimate  that  she  was 
struck  some  forty  times,  the  Pequot^  in  her  second  or  third  Are,  explod- 
ing the  boilers.  After  one  hour's  ebb,  Lieutenant  Braine  returned  to 
the  squadron.  Seeing  that  the  vessel  was  on  shore,  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  make  the  attempt  to  burn  her  after  dark,  as  she  lay  directly 
under  the  guns  on  Smith's  island,  but  owing  to  a  S.  W.  wind,  which 
sent  a  heavy  swell  inshore,  and  consequently  breaking  outside  of  her, 
the  vessel  was  obscured  and  wo  were  unable  to  attempt  it  At  daybreak 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens,  commanding  the  Triitram  Shand^y 
ran  in  and  sighted  hor,  firing  several  projectiles  into  her,  and  ftom  his 
rei)ort  she  is  bilged  and  gone  down  by  the  head.  As  soon  as  boats  can 
ai)proach  her  I  shall  endeavor  to  destroy  her  by  fire.  The  night  expe- 
dition fitted  out  for  lust  night's  services  I  ]>lace<l  under  charge  of  Act- 
ing Volunteer  Lieutenant  Iluse,  of  the  Britaniiiay  with  the  EmmOj 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  Trintram  Shandy^  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Devens,  and  NauHnnond^  Acting  jM.aster  Porter,  with  a  bcMkt's 
crew  and  boat  from  each  one  of  the  blockading  tieet,  and  I  only  regret 
to  say  that  the  wciither  ])revented  them  from  successfully  operating. 

I  would  also  nienticm  that  the  Chippewa^  Lieutenant-Oommander 
Weaver,  and  Huron ^  Lieutenant-(/Ommander  Selfridge,  rendered  assist- 
ance in  the  forenoon  with  their  Xl-inch  guns,  and  also  furnished  boats 
for  the  night  expedition. 

I  have  only  to  regret  that  this  vessel  could  not  take  her  place  in  the 
destruction  of  this  l)]ockade  runner,  as  her  l(K)])ounder  rifle  has  given 
evidence  of  great  weakness  and  both  pivot  sliders  having  been  con- 
demned by  survey  some  time  since,  and  1  am  endeavoring  to  nurse  them 
as  much  as  possible  until  they  are  renewed.  Enclosed  please  find  the 
reports. 

Very  res])ectt'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant' (Joimnand^T  ami  Senior  Officer  Present 

David  I).  rouTBU, 

Rear- Admiral^  (Jommanding  Korth  Atlantic  blockading  Squa^lron. 


Beport  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Selfridge,  XT.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Enron. 

U.  S.  S.  HUBON, 
Off  Wcistern  Bar^  December  4j  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  hearing 
firing  in  the  direction  of  the  Western  Bar  entrance,  I  proceeded  to  that 
point  and  found  a  portion  of  the  fieet  firing  at  a  blockade  runner  that 
had  gone  ashore  during  the  night. 
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CJpened  fire  with  the  SO-poauder  Parrott,  and  had  the  satisfactioi)  of 
patting  some  shots  through  her. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  shots  passed  over  us  without  damage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ThOS.  O.  SELFRIDaSy 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volnnteor  lieatesiant  Hme,  U.  S.  Havy,  oommanding  XT.  8.  8.  Bxitaoxiia. 

U.  S.  8.  Britannia, 
Off  Western  Bar^  North  Carolina^  December  4, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
expedition  fitted  out  under  my  charge  last  night  to  destroy  the  block- 
ade runner  lying  on  the  shoals  off  Smith's  Island: 

At  moondown  the  Britannia^  Tristram  Shandy^  UmmOj  and  Nanse- 
mondj  followed  by  the  tug  MoccaMn^  with  boats  from  the  squadron, 
started  in  for  the  blockade  runner,  her  position  being  judged  from 
bearings  taken  during  the  day,  the  intention  being  for  the  vessels  to 
go  as  near  as  practicable  and  deliver  fire  in  passing,  afterwards  the 
boats  to  come  up  by  signal. 

At  9:30  p.  m.  the  vessels  advanced  in  the  above  order,  and  all  turned, 
in  12  to  14  feet  water,  without  being  able  to  see  the  ship  ashore,  owing 
to  the  darkness  and  mist. 

At  this  time  the  Emma  came  up  and  hailed,  giving  an  order  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur  not  to  make  any  attack,  as  the  weather 
was  too  rough. 

Hauled  off  into  3  fathoms  water^  when  I  left  the  ship  in  my  gig, 
accompanied  by  a  boat  from  the  Tristram  Shandy ^  uader  Acting  Ensign 
[Benjamin]  Wood,  to  ascertain  whether  an  attack  was  practicable  by 
boats.  I  went  into  the  breakers  in  7  feet  water,  but  was  not  able  to 
discover  the  ship. 

Finding  that  the  sea  was  making  and  the  wind  increasing,  I  returned 
with  the  boats  and  passed  within  hail  of  all  the  vessels,  ordering  them 
to  return  to  their  night  stations,  and  giviug  orders  to  the  tug  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  boats  to  the  coal  schooner  at  the  buoy  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  discovered  the  vessel  high  up  on  the  shoal,  listed  to 
port  and  settled  by  the  head,  evidently  having  been  seriously  damaged 
by  the  firing  of  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Husb, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atla/ntic  Blockading  Squadron. 


B«port  of  Acting  Volnnteer  lieutesiant  l>eveni,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmingtony  N.  0.,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  followed  the  Bri- 
tannia in  toward  Smith's  Island  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  block- 
ade runner  on  shore  on  the  S.  E.  end  of  Beeper  Shoal.    At  9:30  p.  m. 
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we  started  in  and  came  around  in  2  fathoms  water,  close  in  to  the  bar. 
Gould  see  nothing  of  the  blockade  runner.  Sent  our  third  cutter, 
armed  by  3  officers  and  9  men,  to  the  Britannia.  Remained  in  close  to 
the  bar  in  from  3  to  2^  fathoms  water  all  night.  At  2  a.  m.  saw  a  pro- 
peller close  in  among  the  breakers;  challenged  her  and  received  no 
answer,  and  before  I  could  see  her  again  she  ran  back  over  the  bar  and 
went  inside.  Weather  very  dark  and  hazy.  At  5  a.  ro.  got  the  ship 
in  close  to  the  Beeper  Shoal,  and  had  everything  ready  for  the  purpose 
of  shelling  the  blockade  runner.  At  6:10  a.  m.  saw  her  (we  were  in 
2^  fathoms  water,  and  the  vessel  not  over  60  yards  from  us)  and  com- 
menced firing  on  her.  Saw  several  of  our  shell  strike  her.  They  were 
percussion  and  exploded.  As  soon  as  we  were  visible  from  the  shore. 
Fort  [Battery]  Holmes,  two  batteries  of  Whitworth  guns  and  a  gnu 
which  I  think  is  a  32-]>ounder,  oi>ened  on  us,  their  shot  striking  the 
water  close  to  and  many  going  over  us.  I  kept  this  vessel  in  the  line 
of  the  smoke  of  our  guns  (we  being  directly  to  windward  and  the 
smoke  hanging  close  to  the  water)  while  loading,  and  thus  had  a  chance 
to  change  my  position  and  not  allow  the  batteries  to  get  a  range  on  me. 

At  7  a.  m.  I  withdrew  and  came  out  to  our  day  station,  having 
expended  the  following  number  of  shell :  29  12-pounder  shdl,  13  20- 
pouiider  shell. 

When  I  came  out  the  vessel  had  gone  down  by  the  bows.  I  am  very 
certain  she  is  cotton  loaded  and  was  running  out  by  the  Marshidl  Shofd 
channel.  The  gun  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  32-pounder  is  mounted 
about  2  miles  below  the  Bald  Head  light. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  ¥.  Dbvbns, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commandii^. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Western  Bar,  Wibningtouj  N.  C. 


Report  of  Aoting  llMter  Porter,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Naneemond. 

U.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 
Off  Wilmifigton,  N.  C,  Beceinher  4,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  I  reported  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Huse,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Britannia^ 
to  assist  with  this  vessel  in  tlie  destruction  of  the  blockade  runner 
ashore  on  Smith's  Island  Shoals,  and  at  9  p.  m.  proceeded,  in  company 
with  U.  S.  steamers  Britannia^  Tristram  Shandy^  and  Emma,  inshore  on 
a  direct  line  with  the  stranded  steamer,  until  in  2^  fathoms  water,  bat 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  wliich  was  very  thick,  could  not  see 
her,  and  the  wind  being  fre»h  from  southward  made  too  much  sea  for 
small  boats,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  senior  officer  to  post- . 
pone  the  attack,  and  according  to  orders  we  resumed  our  usual  night 
station  off  the  bar.  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  to  E.  by  S.,  in  3  fathoms 
water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Porter, 
Acting  Master,  Commanffing, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Maratanza^  Senior  Iilaval  Officer  Present. 
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Commendatory  report  of  Soar-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Vavy,  traaamitting  report 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvernj  off  Norfolk^  December  9, 1864. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  report  of  the  burning  and  destruction  of  the 
blockade  runner  Mlaj  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  bound 
into  Wilmington. 

She  was  set  fire  to  under  the  enemy's  battery  by  Acting  Ensign 
Isaac  8.  Sampson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Emma.  The  affair  reflects  credit  on 
all  concerned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhingtonj  J).  C. 


Roi>ort  of  lieateiiant-Commander  Yoong,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Marataima,  trana- 

mitting  eneloaoroe. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Off  Western  Bar^  Wilmington^  N.  i\  December  6y  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Emma^  together  with 
that  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson,  of  same  vessel,  of  the  destruction  of  the 
blockade  runner  Ella^  which  vessel  was  forced  on  shore  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d  instant. 

By  the  judicious  arrangements  made  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Dunn,  and  the  strict  attention  to  the  same  by  Acting  Ensign  Sampson, 
assisted  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Churchill,  tbe  expedition 
proved  a  perfect  success,  which  would  probably  not  have  attended  it  if 
more  boats  had  been  employed,  as  the  enemy  were  thrown  oft*  their 
guard  by  the  interval  allowed  to  intervene  between  her  being  run  on 
shore  and  last  night's  recounoissance  and  her  destruction.  The  steamer 
was  evidently  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  from  the 
repi)rt  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson  must  be  new.  From  papers  found 
on  board  she  must  have  sailed  from  Kassau  some  time  in  the  latter  part 
of  November.  It  was  satisfactorily  proven  that  the  fire  opened  on  her 
by  the  Britannia^  Aries^  Pequotj  Emma,  Huron,  and  Chippewa  after  she 
was  grounded  was  most  eft'ectual  in  placing  her  in  a  condition  which 
rendered  it  impossible  to  get  her  oft",  and,  since  she  was  fired,  it  precludes 
the  slightest  chance  of  saving  her  cargo,  except  in  small  portions  and 
in  a  damaged  condition. 

From  the  verbal  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  the 
Ella  is  an  iron  steamer,  the  paddle  boxes  and  masts  being  of  the  same 
material.  I  would  also  state  y^\.  that  whilst  cruising  on  night 
station  picked  up  a  box  marked  <jj.  0/S  18,  evidently  having  contained 
rifle  shell  of  6J  inches  in  diame  ^\x  t^r,  which  box  must  have  been 
thrown  overboard  from  the  Ella,  as  a  large  quantity  of  boxes  of  the 
same  description  were  ])assed  during  the  first  and  mid  watches. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-Command (   . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrony  Hampton  Roads. 
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[  Boolocnre.] 

U.  S.  8.  Emma, 
Off  Western  Bar^  Wilmington^  December  6j  1864. 

Sir  :  1  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  being  on  my  station  last 
night  near  the  blockade  runner  driven  ashore  by  this  vessel  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instiint,  and  deeming  the  opportunity  a  favorable 
one  for  attempting  her  destruction,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions 
of  yesterday,  I  sent  in  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Isaac  8. 
8ampson,  with  instructions  to  examine  her  carefully,  and  if  possible  to 
board  and  set  her  on  fire. 

I  ordered  him  to  take  some  prepared  2'ipounder  howitzer  shells  and 
place  them  where  their  explosion  would  cause  the  greatest  damage  to 
her  machinery.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  L.  Churchill 
accompanied  the  expedition  for  that  purpose. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson, 
which  will  show  how  the  work  was  performed.  I  consider  the  desiitruc- 
tion  of  the  steamer  as  very  complete,  as  she  burned  fiercely  for  three 
hours,  the  shells  placed  in  her  machinery  exploding  after  she  had  been 
burning  half  an  hour. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  expedition  com- 
mands my  warmest  approval.  I  enclose  also  the  only  paper  found  on 
board  ^a  cargo  receipt),  showing  the  steamer^s  name  to  be  the  Ella.  In 
returumg  to  the  ship  the  boat  was  fired  on  by  the  shore  batteries,  but 
no  damage  done. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Western  Bar^  Wilmington^  JV.  C. 

[Subenoloaaro.] 

U.  S.  S.  Emma, 
North  Atlantic  Sqnaxlron^  off  Wilmington,  X.  0.,  December  6',  1804. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  and  detail  relative  to 
burning  the  blockade  steamer  tJlla:  After  leaving  the  ship,  about  1:30 
a.  m.,  I  steered  in  toward  l^ald  Head  light,  according  to  your  instruc- 
tions previous  to  leaving  the  ship.  According  to  your  instructions  I 
had  my  oars  muftled.  One  oflicer.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
A.  L.  Churchill,  and  six  men,  named  as  follows,  James  Green,  boat- 
swain's mate;  Charles  Miller,  sailmaker's  mate;  Peter  Hans,  ordinary 
seaman;  William  Scott,  ordinary  seaman;  Joseph  Fitzpatrick,  lauds- 
man;  Charles  Chapman,  landsman,  for  good  conduct  throughout  the 
expeditlcm  demand  my  unqualified  commendation.  I  steered  directly 
for  Bald  Head  light  until  in  7  feet  of  water.  I  sighted  the  blockade 
runner  ashore,  I  should  judge,  about  250  yards  from  the  beach.  I  heard 
the  sentries  passing  the  word  on  shore  very  distinctly,  at  same  time 
pulling  cautiously  toward  the  blockade  runner.  Not  seeing  anyone 
on  board  1  went  alongside  under  her  port  bow  (it  being  the  offshore 
side).  I  boarded  her,  leaving  two  men  in  charge  of  the  boat  I  then 
placed  one  on  watch  (my  boat's  crew  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pistols). 
With  the  others  I  went  toward  the  after  part  of  the  ship.  The  first 
room  I  looked  into  was  the  pilot  house,  being  forward  of  all  houses  on 
deok  (I  having  a  dark  lantern  with  me).  The  next  rooms  were  the  ship's 
galley  and  storeroom;  there  I  made  preparations  to  light  a  fire,  wetting 
the  fuel  well  with  turpentine,  which  I  took  from  the  Emma  for  that 
occasion.  I  then  ])roceeded  farther  aft  into  the  room  over  the  engines. 
The  engines  were  two  i)owerful  oscillating  engines.    I  there  made  ready 
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to  make  another  fire,  wetting  the  fuel  with  turpentine  as  before.  I  then 
proceeded  farther  aft  to  a  mess-room ;  there  I  made  ready  for  another  fire ; 
then  proceeding  farther  aft,  I  came  to  the  captain's  cabin,  where  I  made 
search  for  pax)ers  to  identify  the  steamer's  name.  I  found  some  Nassau 
newspapers  and  a  receipt  for  some  cargo  which  had  been  received  on 
board  at  Nassau,  which  receipt  gave  me  the  steamer's  name  as  Ella. 
The  Mia  was,  I  should  judge,  a  new  steamer  of  above  1,000  tons  burden. 
She  was  a  side-wheel  steamer  with  two  smokestacks  and  two  masts. 
There  were  heavy  boxes  and  barrels  about  the  decks;  what  they  con- 
tained I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  not  daring  to  show  a  light  on  deck. 
I  was  unable  to  get  into  the  ship's  hold,  it  being  half  full  of  water.  I 
then  caused  some  24-pound  shells  to  be  taken  out  of  my  boat,  which  I 
took  from  thefEmmaj  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  I  placed  them  as 
near  the  engines  as  possible  (the  fuzes  being  already  cut).  Having  done 
all  in  my  power,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  light  my  fires  and  make  good 
my  retreat,  which  I  did  as  follows:  I  caused  my  boat's  crew  to  get  into 
the  boat,  excepting  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  L.  Churchill 
and  one  man,  whom  I  detained  on  board  to  aid  me  in  setting  fire  to  this 
ship.  I  then  repaired  to  the  captain's  cabin,  and  there  lit  the  first  fire, 
then  into  the  mess-room,  there  lit  the  second  fire,  while  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  Churchill  lit  the  fire  in  the  engine  room.  I  then 
repaired  into  the  ship's  galley  and  there  lit  the  last  firo;  then,  after 
making  sure  that  she  was  well  fired,  I  ordered  all  the  boat's  company 
into  the  boat,  and  getting  in  myself  proceeded  out  toward  the  U.  S.  8. 
Emmah  night  station ;  arrived  on  board  at  4 :  30  a.  m.  At  this  time  the 
sky  was  well  illuminated  by  the  flames  from  the  blockade-running 
steamer  Ella,  At  this  time  there  was  heavy  firing  from  the  batteries 
on  shore  at  Smith's  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  8.  Sampson, 
Acting  Ennign^  U,  8.  Kavy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Emma. 

P.  S. — I  took  from  the  blockade  runner  Ella  seven  Enfield  rifles  with 
bayonets  and  one  ship's  compass. 


[Telegram.] 

December,  1864. 
Steamer  Ella  is  ashore  about  1^  miles  off:  draft  6  feet.  If  she  can 
be  lightened  before  day  the  ship  can  be  saved.  Can  you  send  a  steam- 
boat overf  She  wants  a  guard.  I  have  refused.  Shall  I  comply?  If 
you  send  small  boats  they  will  be  of  service.  Let  them  report  here  and 
I  will  have  a  pilot  ready. 

John  J.  Hedbick, 
Colonelj  Commanding, 
General  H:6bebt, 

Smitnville, 


[Telegram.] 

Smithville,  {December  2y  1864,] 
TTse  your  discretion  about  sending  a  guard.    Can  send  you  no  boats. 
No  steamer  can  be  had. 

Captain  Habdeman. 
Colonel  Hedbick. 
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[Telegram.] 

[Decbmbbb  3, 1864.  J 
Send  a  steamer  here  to  take  oft*  crew  of  Ella. 

Geueral  H^ebt. 
Captain  Hardeman, 

Hfnithville, 


[Telegram.] 

Bald  Head,  December  .9,  \ld64]^10  a.  m. 
The  Mia  is  ashore  1^  miles  from  shore,  opposite  the  Hill  battery  or 
left  of  land  fronts.    She  is  abandoned.    We  keep  the  enemy  far  off,  bat 
their  shots  reach  the  ship.    She  has  been  struck.    She  oan't  be  saved. 

Gk^neral  H^bbt. 
General  Whiting, 

Wilmington, 


[Telegram.] 

Bald  Head,  December  3j  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
The  Ella  is  hulled  and  full  of  water.    She  is  lost.    The  enemy  has 
reached  with  his  shot  to  Colonel  Hedrick's  house.    He  is  still  firing 
slowly. 

(General  Hubert. 
General  Whiting, 

Wilmiuffton. 


[Telegram.] 

Fobt  Monroe,  December  i,  1864. 
(Keceived  at  Washington  5:  45  p.  m.) 
Can  you  charter  two  tugs  for  me?    They  will  do  until  I  can  get  the 
others. 

David  I).  Pobtek, 

Hear- Admiral. 
lion.  (;.  V.  Fox. 


|T<*IeKram.l 

Navy  Department,  December  4, 1864. 
Telegram  from  Dutch  Gap  received.    Will  charter  a  couple  of  togs. 
Jeflfers  and  Major  Kodman  go  down  to-morrow.     Wise  promises  every- 
thing quickly. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Rear-Admiral  1).  D.  Pobter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.! 


Fort  Monroe,  December  4, 1864. 

(Received  6: 45  p.  m.) 
The  Young  Rover  sailed  three  days  ago. 

David  D.  Poetbb, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles. 
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[Telegrmm.] 

City  Point,  December  4, 1864 — i  p.  m. 
When  can  you  be  ready  with  our  other  experiment  f    Captain  Edson, 
ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Monroe,  will  place  ordnance  stores  at  your 
disposal.    Time  is  valuable  from  the  news  we  get. 

B.  F.  Butler, 

Major- General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Kavy  Yard,  Norfolk,  December  4, 1864. 
We  are  ready  for  the  150  tons  of  powder. 

Will  you  give  directions  to  have  it  bagged  ready  to  go  on  board? 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Miyor-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Parker j  U.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  measures  for  leeeping  the  James  River  open. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir:  The  possibility  is  that  the  James  River  may  be  frozen  over  all 
the  way  down  to  Norfolk.  It  has  happened  before.  As  soon  as  the 
cold  commences  setting  in  severely  yon  wiH  sheathe  the  bows  of  all 
the  vessels  of  your  division  at  least  2  feet  above  water  line  and  extend- 
ing aft  to  tbe  knuckle,  or  to  the  curve  of  the  bow. 

As  the  ice  begins  forming  you  will  keep  the  vessels  moving  up  and 
down  the  river  breaking  it  up,  and  enabling  the  transports  to  run  at 
all  times.  This  will  be  rather  a  large  operation  for  the  few  vessels  you 
have  in  your  division,  and  you  had,  therefore,  better  call  on  the  army 
authorities.  They  have  a  large  number  of  boats  that  would  be  well 
adapted  for  ice  breaking,  and  they  are  very  much  interested  in  keeping 
the  river  free  of  ice. 

You  must  guard  all  your  vessels,  coal  transports,  etc.,  against  run- 
ning ice.  Sheathe  their  bows,  and  have  them  anchored  in  places  where 
ice  does  not  run,  and  close  to  a  military  station,  where  they  can  not  be 
boarded  by  parties  coming  oft  on  the  ice. 

A  closing  of  the  river  would  be  a  most  serious  matter,  and  you  must 
adopt  every  means  in  time  to  prevent  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division^  North  Atlantic  8quadron^  James  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,   U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  naval  station, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  regarding  movement  of  vessels  to  and  from  that  place. 

Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  4, 1864. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  24th  ultimo  I  begin  the  weekly 
report  of  arrivals  and  departures. 

The  arrivals  were  all  for  coal  and  supplies,  except  the  Rhode  Island 
and  her  prize,  which  stopped  outside  for  the  maUs. 
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The  Eolus  is  repaired  and  will  take  in  her  coal  tomorrow. 
The  Alabama  woald  have  sailed  yesterday,  but  there  was  not  water 
enough  on  the  bar.    She  will  go  oat  this  morning. 

I  am  glad  to  report  an  improved  spirit  in  the  blockaders.  The  Cher- 
okeCj  for  instance,  took  in  coal  enough  yesterday  by  4  p.  m.  to  go  out 
with  your  order  to  the  Vanderbilt.  Un fortunately,  it  was  low  water  just 
then,  and  she  could  not  cross  the  bar. 

The  Mattabesett  left  for  Hatteras  Inlet  yesterday  morning  at  7,  so 
that  your  order  of  the  30th  detaining  her  did  not  reach  [her]  in  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bbn.t.  M.  Dove, 

Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  1).  D.  PORTBR, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Hampton  Hoards, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U,  S.  Kavy^  to  lAeutenant' Commander 
Truxtun,  U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  If.  8.  S.  Tacony. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sib  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Tacony  under  your  command  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  C,  and  await  further  orders  there. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Kear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Tacony. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ridgely,   U.  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  on  a  cruise  to  Old  Bahama  Channel. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Old  Bahama  Channel  and 
thereabouts  and  see  if  you  can  not  pick  up  some  of  the  rebel  privateers 
now  fitting  out  and  cruising  against  our  commerce. 

Yon  will  endeavor  to  return  to  Beaufort  as  soon  aH  the  li'th,  if  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 

Captain  Daniel  B.  Bidgely,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8henandoah. 


Capture  of  British  steamer  Armstrong,  December  4,  1864. 
Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Nayy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Gospori  \  Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  9, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  4th  instant,  of 
the  British  blockade-running  ^teAmer  Armstrong,  last  from  Wilinin^n, 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  part  of  which  was  thrown  overboard  in  the 
endeavor  to  escape;  133  bales  of  it  were  picked  up  the  next  day.  The 
B.  R.  Ouyler,  Gettysburg j  and  Mackinaw  chased  and  participated  in  the 
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capture  of  tbe  steamer,  aud  the  two  first  named^  with  the  Montgomery^ 
in  the  capture  of  the  cotton  thrown  overboard. 

The  Armstrmig  is  a  fine,  new  steamer;  for  a  description  of  her  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  F.  E. 
Cuyler  and  QeityHhurg^  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtee, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  lienteiuuit  Lamion,  U.  8.  Nayy,  eommanding  U.  8.  8.  Oettyilrazg. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  33^  10*  ^.,  Long.  75^  10'  W.y  December  4,  1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  a.  m.  to  day,  in  latitude 
320  38'  N.,  longitude  78o  01'  W.,  we  sighted  black  smoke  bearing  N.  N.  E., 
and  soon  made  out  a  blockade  runner  with  a  vessel  in  chase,  which 
provt  d  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ^  Commander  Caldwell.  The  chase 
now  changedhis  course  toward  the  Cuyler  toavoid  us.  About  11 :  25  a.  m. 
sighted  another  vessel  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
ilfacA-inatr,  Commander  Beaumont,  steering  directly  for  this  vessel.  I 
immediately  ran  up  my  ensign  and  numbers,  aud  as  the  distance  was 
too  great  to  make  them  out,  fired  a  gun  toward  him  to  let  him  know  I 
was  a  cruiser,  when  he  changed  his  course  toward  the  chase.  At  12 
m.  the  chase  boro  N.  by  E.  J  E.,  the  Cuyler  N.  E.  by  N.,  and  tbe  Ma^dc- 
inaub  W.  by  S.  At  this  time  we  exchanged  numbers  and  siguals  with 
the  Mackinaw^  and  by  12:30  passed  ahead  of  her  and  across  her  bow, 
leaving  her  astern  apparently  at  the  rate  of  1^  to  2  miles  per  hour. 
We  were  now  rapidly  drawing  up  with  tbe  chase,  which  kept  away  more 
toward  the  Cuyler.  Opened  fire  from  the  30-pounder  Parrott,  the  shells 
apparently  falling  near  tbe  chase;  those  from  the  Cuyler  falling  on  both 
sides  of  her.  At  2  p.  ni.  the  chase  hove  to.  At  this  time  the  bearings 
and  approximate  distances  of  the  different  vessels  from  the  Gettysburg 
were  as  follows :  Prize,  N.  by  E.  J  E.,  3  miles;  R.  R.^Cuylerj  K  E.  ^  E. 
2^  miles ;  Ma^skinaw,  S.  S.  E.,  3  miles.  The  prize  proved  to  be  tbe  Arm- 
$trongj  with  cotton  from  Wilmington  to  Kassau ;  she  is  an  iron  side-wheel 
steamer,  230  [feet]  long,  26  feet  beam,  with  four  engines  of  50  horse- 
power each.  The  capture  took  place  in  about  latitude  33°  10'  N., 
longitude  78°  10'  W.  During  the  chase  the  Gettysburg  averaged  13^ 
knots  per  hour. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Eeport  of  lieutenant  Lannon,  IT.  8.  Nayy,  regarding  cotton  picked  np  by  the  IT.  8.  gteamerB 

Oettyilnirg  and  B.  B.  Oayler. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Gbttysbueo, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  at  meridian  329  54'  N.j  Long,  at  meridian  77^  48'  W., 

December  J,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  picked  up  62 
bales  of  cotton  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler^  tbe  boats 
and  oiews  of  the  two  vessels  working  together. 
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This  cotton  is  supposed  to  be  that  thrown  overboard  from  the  block- 
ade runner  Armstrong j  captured  yesterday. 

Commander  Caldwell,  of  the  R.  R.  Cuyier,  being  the  senior  officer,  has 
taken  charge  of  the  cotton,    ^o  other  vessel  was  in  signal  distance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  J),  C, 


Heport  of  Commander  Caldwell,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  B.  B.  Cnjlar. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  CUYLBR, 
Lat.  {D.  R.)  32^  57'  N.,  Long.  77^  53'  W.,  December  4, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8: 20  a.  m.,  December  4, 1864, 
in  latitude  32°  20'  N.,  longitude  77°  53'  W.  (by  dead  reckoning),  sighted 
and  gave  chase  to  a  steamer  burning  black  smoke  and  bearing  W.  by  N. 
At  10: 30  a.  m.  the  Gettysburg  hove  in  sight  and  headed  the  runner  off, 
who  changed  her  course  from  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  W.,  with  the  intention  of 
doubling  around  this  vessel.  We  changed  our  course  to  cut  her  ofif,  and 
at  V2  he^  her  near  enough  to  open  tire  on  her  with  our  rifle  gun.  Sev- 
eral shot  took  effect,  and  one  shell,  passing  through  the  starboard  side, 
exploded  in  the  cabin  and  set  her  on  fire.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  vessel 
hove  to  and  we  took  possession  of  her,  she  proving  to  be  the  English- 
built  vessel  Armstrong^  an  iron  steamer  of  about  030  tons  (old  measare- 
ment),  built  in  September,  1804.  Length,  232  feet;  beam,  20^  feet; 
depth,  lOJ  feet;  four  engines  of  50-hor8epower  each.  She  left  Wil- 
mington on  her  second  trip  for  Nassau  in  company  with  another  runner 
on  the  night  of  the  3d.  She  was  loaded  with  743  bales  of  cotton,  about 
300  of  which  they  report  being  thrown  overboard.  She  had  also  on 
freight  about  $25,000  in  Confederate  scrip.  At  the  time  of  the  capture ' 
the  prize  bore  N.  W.  by  N.,  distant  2  miles,  the  Gettysburg  bearing  S.  W., 
distant  3  miles,  and  in  signal  distance,  and  the  Mackinaw  S.  by  B.,  dis- 
tant 6  miles.  The  Mackinaw  hoxeiu  sightabout  11  o'clock  a.m.,bearing 
forward  of  the  beam,  but  owing  to  the  greater  speed  of  all  the  other 
vessels,  she  was  nearly  astern  when  the  capture  was  made.  During  the 
chase  the  Cuyler  was  going  13  J  to  13 J  knots  per  hour — the  ])rize  about  13. 

The  Gettysburg  headed  the  i)rize,  so  that  in  attempting  to  cross  our 
bows  she  got  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  rolling  heavily,  and  to  this  fact 
I  attribute  our  early  capture  of  the  vessel. 

The  only  ship's  paper  found  on  board  was  the  contract  with  the 
builders  for  constructing  the  vessel,  signed  (July  5,  1864)  by  Thos. 
Wingate  &  Co.,  Glasgow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Gonifnander, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtonj  J).  G. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Caldwell,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  B.  B,  Oayler, 
forwarding  prize  lit ti  of  that  yenel. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  CuYLBtt, 
Gosport  Navy  Yardy  Fa.,  December  13, 1864. 
Sib  :  Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  prize  lists  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  R,  R.  Cuyler  for  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Armstrong  on 
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December  4,  and  the  picking  up  of  two  lots — one  of  62  bales  and  the 
other  of  71  bales — of  cotton  on  December  6, 1864. 

I  have  also  to  add  (having  omitted  it  in  my  previous  report)  that  we 
continned  the  search  for  cotton  on  the  6th  instant  without  success. 
The  Armstrong  cost  in  Glasgow  £35,000  ($175,000], 
I  took  from  the  person  of  the  master  and  purser  $4,400  in  American 
gold,  which  1  sent  under  seal  to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  port  of  New  York,  together  with  the  $25,000  of  Confed- 
erate bonds  (cotton  bonds). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtorij  J).  C. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Xaekmaw,  Becexnber  4,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
At  Sea  J  .December  4, 1864, 
Sunday. — Weather  moderate;  wind  from  the  westward.  At  2  a.  ui. 
prize  castoff  and  proceeded  on  her  course  to  Beaufort.  At  9  boarded  the 
brig  Hattie  E.  Wheeler^  from  Cardenas  for  New  York,  with  cargoof  sugar. 
At  11 :  20  saw  black  smoke  off  port  beam ;  bore  up  for  it,  steering  S.  by  E. 
under  all  sail  and  steam.  At  11:40  discovered  a  long,  white  steamer 
with  two  funnels  to  the  eastward ;  at  the  same  time  made  out  the  steamer 
burning  black  smoke  to  be  the  Gettysburg.  We  kept  gradually  chang- 
ing our  course  up  to  as  high  as  N.  by  W.,  thus  keeping  the  chase  from 
escaping  to  windward  and  all  the  time  gaining  on  her.  We  fired  sev- 
eral shots  at  her  from  our  forward  rifle,  the*  shots  generally  going 
over  her.  We  discovered  a  sail  to  leeward  of  the  Gettysburg^  in  chase 
also,  and  firing.  At  1 :  55  p.  m.  the  chase  hove  to  and  stopped  her 
engines,  ^t  which  time  the  bearings  of  the  vessels  from  each  other  were 
about  as  follows:  The  Gettysburg  about  one  and  one-half  points  off 
starboard  bow;  the  chase  about  three  points  off  starboard  bow,  2  J  miles 
distant,  and  the  R.  R,  Cuyler  three  points  forward  of  starboard  beam,  3 
miles  off.  At  2: 10  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  prize,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Armstrong^  from  Wilmington,  with  cargo  of  cotton, 
bound  to  Nassau.  At 5: 40  picked  up  two  bides  cotton.  Latitude  32o 
62'  N.,  longitude  78o  12'  W. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U,  8. 
Navy,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  party  of  Confederates  en  route  to 
Smithfield,  N.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hamptan  Roads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  information  that  a  party  of  05  sailors,  200  bar- 
rels of  powder,  and  a  train  are  going  to  Smithfield.    See  if  you  can  not 
capture  them.    I  think  they  are  going  to  the  ram. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraJ, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  Plymouth,  N,  C, 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
and  their  stations  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtuidron.     . 

Flagship  Malybrn, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  Va.,  December  5,  1H64. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  semimonthly  list  of  vessels  in 
the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  with  theircommandingofflcers  and  present 
stations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly, 

David  D.  Portbb, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Eucloaore.] 

Semimonthly  list  o/ve$aela  oomprtBing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  tvith  their  command' 
ing  officers  and  present  station. 


Name  of  veHMsl. 


Agawam 

A&bania 

Anenioue 

Alert 

Atlanta 

Ariea 

Angiuta 

ArfetU 

Albemarle  (hulk) . 

Berberry 

Britannia 

Banshee  

Bignonia 

Belle. 


Commanding  offloor. 


PreHeut  atation. 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Smith 

Acting Enaign  W.C.Borden 

Acting  Kniiign  J.  Binhop 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.J.  Woodward. 

Acting  Maater  F.  8.  Wells 

Commander  T.  G.  Corbin 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove 


Bazely  (now  Beta) 

Brooklyn 

Canonicua 

Cbicopeo 

Clematis 

Commodore  tlull 

Cerea 

Cherokee 

C-alypeo 

Cambridge 

Conimoilore  Bamoy — 

Colorado , 

Cactus 

O>nimodore  Morris 

Crusader  

Cominoilure  i*erry 

Cuyler,K.R 

Chippewa 

Cobasset 

Clinton 

Dumbarton 

Delaware , 

Dawn 

Daylight 

DioUtor 

Dacotab 

Emma 

Eolna 

Eutaw 

Fort  Jackson 

Florida 

Fort  Donelson 

Fahkee 

Grand  Gulf 

Gettysbnrff 

Qovemor  Buckingham 

General  Putnam 

Granite 

Glance 

Howqnah 

Huron 

Hunchback 

HtBrinker 


Acting  Ensign  M.  (Jriflith 

Acting  VoluutetT  Limi tenant  Sam  1.  Uuse 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield  . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath  . . . 


Captain  J.  Alden 

Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  K.  1).  Bniner 

Acting  Master  F.  Jowselyn 

Acting  Master  U.  U.  Foster 

Acting  Volunte<>r  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Dennison. 

Acting  Maater  F.  D.  Stuart 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels 

Acting  Volunteer  LientenantG.  B.  LiviiiKnton. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Kvaiis 

Acting  Master  U.  (r.  I>ee 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  P.  Hays 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster 

Commander  fC.  H.  B.l  Cahlwell 

Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver 

Acting  Ensign  Hi.  B.  |  Griffin 

Acting  Ensign  F.  J.  Rnnnells. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  U.Brown  . 

Acting  Maater  J.  H.  Eldridgo 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J  ackuway 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon 

Commodore  John  Rodgers 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Acting  Master  W.  ().  Lundt 

Lieutenant- Commander  H.  ( -.  Blake 

CapUin  B.  F.  Sands 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  Pickering  .. 
Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb 


Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiarmid. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage 

Acting  Master  £.  Boomer 

Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  H.  Bolton    

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balcb 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge 

Lieutenant  J.Fyffe 

Acting  Enaign  J.  H«  Kerens 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard- 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Newport  News. 
.    Wilmington. 
.1  Not  reported. 
.   Sounds.  North  Carolina. 
J         Do. 
.    Wilmington. 
.1         Do. 
.1         Do. 
.'         Do. 

. ,  Sounds,  North  Carolina 
.1         l>o. 

.  I  Hampton  Roads. 
. !  James  River. 
i  Wilmington.  X.  C. 

Do. 
. I  Sounds,  North  Cumlina 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
New  York. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yanl. 
James  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 
James  River. 
York  River. 
James  River. 
Wilmington. 
Otr  Wilmington. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington 
James  River. 
Do. 
Do. 
Not  reported. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Wilmington. 
James  liiver. 
Wilmington. 
Not  reported. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
Not  reported. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  Rlvor. 
liatteras  Inlet. 
York  River. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 
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SmmiwkOHikljf  lUt  of  ve$$el8  oomprUing  the  North  Atlantio  Squadron,  with  their  comnuLnd- 


99$el9  oomprifiing  the  North  AtlanHo  aquadrof 
ing  officers  and  preeent  station — Connnoed. 


l^ame  of  vessel. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Heliotrope 

Hovt 

Hetael 

Harconrt 

Iosco , 

Juniata 

James  Adger . 
I.  N.  Sejmoar. 


Acting  Ensign  James  N.  Norman  . 

Acting  Ensign  U.  U.  T  wambly 

Acting  Master  G.  B.  Thompson 


Commander  J.  Guest 

Captain  W.  R.  Taylor 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson  . 


Keystone  State. 


Keyi 
Lilia 


Louisiana 

Launch  Ko.4 

Lannoh  No.  5 

LaonchNo.6 

Lookwood 

Lflac 

Little  Ada 

Hontioello 

Maamee 

Mohican 

Minnesota 

Mackinaw 

Massasoit 

MooBt  Vernon 

Hoccasio 

MatUbesett 

Montgomery 

Maraumsa 

Morse 

Miami 

Mendota. 

Mount  Washington. . . 

Mystic 

Monadnook 

Mahopao 

Martin 

MercediU 

Malvern 

Nyack 

Nansemond 

Nerens 

Niphon 

New  Ironsides 

New  Berne , 

Osceola 

Onondaga 

Otsego 

Phlox 

Powhatan , 

Pequot  

Pawtnxet , 

Picket  boats  Nos.  1, 2, 
8, 4, 6,  and  6  changed 


Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watraongh  . .. 

Commander  Kolando 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris  . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green . . 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I>.  A.  Campbell. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  Parker 

Commander  D.  Ammen 

Commodore  J.  Lanman 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Trathen 

Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Upton 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Commander  E.  H.  Faucon  . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Graves  . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols 

Actin,  Master  H.  H.  Haynie 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright 

Commander  B.  G.Parrott 

Lieutenan^Commander  J.  M.  Prichett 

Acting  Ensijsp  M.  D.  Ames 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cunhing 

Lieutenant-Commander  Newman 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Porter 

Commander  J.C.Howell 

Acting  MsAterE.Eemble 

Comraodore  W.  Radford    


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitx 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold . 

Acting  EnHlenJD.F.]  O'Brien 

Commnndor  J.  F.  Schenck 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine 

Commander  J.  II.  Spotts 


Alpha  .. 
Beta... 
Gamma. 
DelU... 
Epsilon . 
Zeta.... 


Quaker  City . 

Rhode  Island 

ReleaAe 

Renshaw  

Seneca 

State  of  Georgia.. 

Saco 

Shenandoah  

Susquehanna 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Steppmg  Stones . . 


Samuel  Rotan 

Sangns 

Shamrock 

Sabine 

Sbokokon 

Sassacns 


Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 


Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs . 


Acting  Ensign  [Wm.]  Clarke.... 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer 

Commander  [S.  D.]  Trenchard  ... 
Acting  Ensign  C  H.  Beckshofit. 


Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Sioard  . 


Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Walker . 

Captoin  D.  B.  Ridgelv 

CommdoreS.  W.  Goaon 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson 


Acting  Master  W.G.  Nutting 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Lieufenant'Commander  R.  B.  Lowry 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  B. Sheldon... 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis 

Si.  Lawrence i  Commander  D.  Lynch 

TaUapoosa '  Lieutenant-Commander  DeHaven 


Hampton  Roads. 
iSounds,  North  (^arolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Hanonton  Road  a. 

Not  reported. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 
James  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolinu. 
Not  reported. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Beaufort. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 
James  River. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
Not  reported. 
Jamea  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
York  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
James  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Baltimore. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
Not  reported. 
Boston. 

Hampton  RoadH. 
Supply  steamer. 
wAmineton. 
James  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 


James  River. 

Sounds.  North  Carolina. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 
Beaufort. 

Sounds,  North  Corolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Not  reported. 

Guard  shin,  Hampton  Roads. 
Off  the  Banamas. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 
Transferred  to  Potomac  flo- 

tilM. 

York  River. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Norfolk. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk. 

Do. 
Boston. 
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Semimonthly  list  of  vmwU  comprinng  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  with  their  command- 
ing offioerB  andpreeent  station — Continaed. 


Name  of  Te«iiel. 


CommandiDg  oflBcer.  ProMot  station. 


Tnsoarora '  Commander  J.  M.Pralloy I  Wilmington. 

Tristram  Shandy Acring  Volnnteer  Lieut,  f  Edward  F.]  Dovens. .  I  Do. 

Taoony Lientenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun I  Soands,  North  Carolina. 

Tioonaeroga Captain  CSteedinan Hampton  Roads. 

Unadilla Lientenant-Comraander  F.  M.  lUtmnay Wilmington. 

Unit Acting  Enniffn  (.'.  B.  Parry Norfolk.  Va. 

Vanderbilt Captain  C.  w.  Pickering Wilmington. 

Victoria Artin?  Ensign  W.Moody Nary  Yard.  Norfolk. 

Vir.ksborg I  Lieatenant-Conimander  F.  U.  Baker Hampton  Roads. 

Valley  City '  Acting  Manter  J.  A.  J.  Brooks Sounds.  North  Carolina. 

Vance,  A.  D ■  Lieut«*nant-Comroander  J.  U.  Tpshnr i  Wilmington. 

WalMwh I  CapUin  M.Smith Hampton  Roads. 

Wilderness j  Acting  Master  H.  Arey Wilmington. 

Wyalnsing '  Lieotenant  Commander  E.  English Sfmnds,  North  Carolina. 

Whitehead {  Acting  MaHter  G.W  liarrett I  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Wyandotte '  Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 

Yo'ong  America I  Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  [Oliver]  Lasher Norfolk  Nary-  Yard. 

Tonng  Rover ' 

Yantic |  Lientenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris 

Zonave ' 

I 


Delaware  Breakwater. 
Wilmington. 
Hampton  Roada. 


Very  respectfally, 

David  D.  Pobtbb, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


[Telegram.] 

NOEPOLK,  December  5,  1864. 
I  am  all  ready  and  shall  call  on  the  ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Monroe 
for  material. 
Beardsh'e  was  the  man  I  wanted,  not  Berney.    I  have  found  him. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Ms^orOeneral  B.  F.  Bittlkr, 

Dutch  Gap,  Va, 


[IVlograui.l 

Butler's  Headquarters, 
December  5,  7<967 — n:J20  a,  m. 
Please  have  at  once  all  the  powder  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  put  in 
sand  ba^s  or  flour  sacks  ready  for  shipment.    You  will  see  Admiral 
Porter  on  the  subject.    You  will  get  the  bags  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment at  Fortress  Monroe.    If  not,  notify  me  by  telegram. 

Ben.t.  F.  Butler, 
Major- General^  Commanding, 
Captain  Edson. 


(T«-l«'>rrain.l 

Navy  Department,  December  5,  1864. 
One  tug  obtained  at  Baltimore,  another  at  Pliiladelpliia,  will  be  sent 
immediately.    Letter  of  introduction  sent,  which,  when  found,  retain, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Ansistant  Secretary  of  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomdg,  North  A  tlantic  Blocka^inf/  Squadron,  Hampton  Roadn, 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Graves,  U.  8.  Napy,  making  sug- 
gestions after  an  inspection  of  light-houses. 

U.  S.  8.  :Mlajvii, 
Aiken^s  Landing,  T  a.,  December  5,  1864, 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  1  proceeded  on  the  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Brinker,  and  inspected  the 
light-hoQses  in  this  command  and  hereto  append  the  report.* 

The  light  keepers  are  all  snpplied  with  copies  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
latiouH  from  the  Light-House  Board.  In  regard  to  means  of  defense, 
I  would  suggest  that  each  lighthouse  should  be  supplied  with  a  few 
hand  greniKles,  and  repeating  or  breech-loading  rifles,  with  bayonets  to 
beat  ofif  any  boats  attacking  them ;  also  with  some  rockets  to  signalize 
to  the  gunboats  in  case  of  an  attack,  a  plan  of  which  I  append. 
Very  respectfiQly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Graves, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Miami. 
Commander  William  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squ^ron. 

[Enclosure.  | 

Signals  to  he  Med  by  the  keepers  of  light-houses  in  the  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic 

Squadron. 

On  discovery  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  the  light-house  keeper  to 
display  a  blue  rocket. 

If  the  enemy  retreat,  or  are  beaten  off,  the  light-house  keeper  to  dis- 
play a  red  and  blue  rocket. 

The  above  signals,  when  seen  by  any  gunboat,  to  be  answered  by  a 
white  and  red  rocket. 


[Telegram.] 


Norfolk,  Va.,  December  5,  1861. 

(Received  9  a  m.,  December  G.) 
Spuyten  Duyvil  and  launch  No.  6  have  arrived.     Had  to  put  8puyten 
Duyvil  in  the  dock ;  she  will  be  ready  in  a  day. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


Flaosiiip  Malvern, 

Norfolk,  December  5,  ISOi. 
Please  send,  without  delay,  60  more  obstruction  shells,  with  wires  2()0 
feet  long,  for  the  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Bear- Admiral  Gregory, 

United  States  Hotel,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  JHgtriet  of  ike 
Soundtij  regarding  various  matters. 

Albehablk  Sound,  North  Oarolina,  December  5, 186^. 

Admiral  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  tlie  Ist  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  General  Butler, 
and  of  two  of  the  3()th  nltimo. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  letter  of  the  Ist  December,  I  am 
now  on  my  way  to  Kew  Berne  to  communicate  with  Qeneral  Palmer. 
I  left  Plymouth  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  in  the  army  steamer  John  Farron. 

The  schooner  Mary  Elizabeth  will  be  sent  to  you  today  with  three 
IXinch  Dahlgren  guns  and  some  32])ounders  (captured  at  Plymouth) 
and  their  carriages,  etc.,  and  probably  some  captured  ammunition. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  Commodore  IIuU  and  Ceres^  the  only  two  light- 
draft  vessels  I  have  in  a  serviceable  condition,  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
pari>ose  mentioned  in  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  I 
Fe8pe(*.tfuliy  reqaest  more  vessels  of  that  kind.  1  shall,  however,  do  my 
best  as  it  is. 

Respectfully,  i»t<'.,  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander^  Commanding  District  Sounds, 

liear- Admiral  1).  I).  Porter,  etc. 


Engagement  with  Howletfs  battery,  December  5  and  6y  1864. 

Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Navj,  transmitting  report  of  Chief  Bngineer  Peake,  V.  B. 

Havy. 

North  Atlantic  Sqitadron, 
r.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  Gosport  Xavy  Yard,  December  8j  186i» 
Sir:  In  an  engagement  on  the  5th  instant  with  the  monitors  against 
the  enemy's  batteries  up  the  .lames,  where  our  lire  was  very  effective, 
the  Saugus  was  struck  once  in  the  turret  with  a  solid  Hrooke  riHe  shot 
which  completely  disabled  the  turret.  Tlie  causes  will  be  explained  in 
a  letter  herewith  enclosed,  which  I  directed  the  chief  engineer  to  write 
for  your  information. 

The  turret  of  the  Saugus  is  one  of  the  beat  [turrets]  of  the  ironclads, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ])lan  of  putting  in  the  bolts. 

We  can  re])air  the  vessel  here  if  the  engineer's  plan  is  adopted  and 
make  her  better  than  ever. 
The  Mahopac  was  struck  six  times  without  receiving  any  damage. 
Our  firing  was  very  good,  but  I  have  not  received  Commander  Par- 
ker's rei)ort. 

It  was  fortunate  [that]  the  occurrence  took  place  here  instead  of  at 

Wilmington.    It  is  ciilculated  that  ten  such  shot  would  destroy  the 

turret,  so  many  bolts  having  been  broken  and  thrown  out  by  one  shot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[KncloHiire.] 

Flagship  Mal\^rn, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  December  s,  1864. 

BiR:  In  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant  with  Hewlett's  battery, 
and  the  Sangus^  the  latter  was  struck  twice,  once  in  the  side  armor  the 
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other  in  the  turret  by  7-inch  Brooke  rifle  shot,  resulting  in  damages  as 
reported  in  sarvey  held  on  the  6th  instant  On  the  following  day  the 
Mahopac  was  struck  Ave  times  without  receiving  any  damage,  her 
turret  having  a  number  of  bolts  in  each  sheet  put  in  from  the  outside 
tapering  before  leaving  port,  while  those  of  the  Saugus  were  put  in 
from  the  inside  and  not  filling  the  holes  or  drawing  the  sheets  together 
as  would  be  done  if  put  in  from  the  outside  tapering.  The  third  sheet 
from  outside  of  turret  being  left  larger  than  the  others,  it  was  sup- 
l)osed  in  riveting  bolts  they  would  upset  in  that  place  and  form  a 
shoulder  that  would  prevent  bolts  driving  in,  which  is  not  the  case, 
there  being  no  shoulder  formed  at  that  place. 

From  the  effects  of  this  shot  and  one  received  in  June  last  (of  which 
a  report  was  made),  in  my  opinion,  ten  similar  shots  would  entirely 
loosen  the  sheets  and  render  the  turret  useless. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Peakb, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer^  U.  8.  Navy. 
Rear-Aduiiral  D.  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Eeport  of  Commuider  Parker,  U.  8.  Nayy,  oommanding  Fifth  Division. 

U.  8.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Dutch  Gap^  James  River j  December  7, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  I  engaged  yesterday  and  the  day  before 
the  batteries  at  Hewlett's  house  and  opposite  the  anchorage  with  the 
four  monitors.    I  witnessed  the  fight  at  the  foot  of  the  Signal  Tower 
in  obedience  to  your  order.  • 

The  Mahopac  and  the  Saugus  were  struck  several  times  by  shot  from 
Hewlett's  batteries,  but  none  of  the  crews  were  wounded. 

The  enemy  used  heavy  shot,  apparently  150pounder  rifle  and  X-inch 
columbiad.  The  damage  done  to  the  monitors  can  be  easily  repaired, 
I  think,  and  they  are  ready  for  immediate  service. 

The  battery  at  Hewlett's  house  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
target  practice,  being  en  a  hill  visible  from  the  ship,  but  the  field  bat- 
teries can  only  be  fired  at  by  signal  from  the  fort  or  Signal  Tower 
opposite  to  the  ship. 

The  fire  from  the  monitors  was  good  and  accurate  generally,  but  we 
were  unable  to  silence  the  enemy;  that  from  the  Saugus  on  the  5th 
instant  was  particularly  excellent,  eliciting  expressions  of  admiration 
from  the  army  oflBcers  present,  as  her  XV-inch  shot  struck  the  parapet 
and  exploded  inside  the  fort  at  nearly  every  discharge.  I  will  send  on 
the  detailed  report  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Pabkeb, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Commander  CoUumn,  TS.  8.  Nayy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Sangns. 
U.  S.  IBONCLAD  StBAMEB  SAUOUS, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River j  Virginia,  December  6, 1864. 
SiB:  In  the  engagement  on  the  5th  instant  with  Hewlett's  battery 
we  took  iK>sitien  just  below  the  obstructions  in  Trent's  Beach,  distant 
N  w  B — VOL  11 10 
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from  the  batterv  abont  2,100  yards.  We  fired  40  lO-second  sheDs, 
nearly  all  of  which  exploded  in  or  over  the  battery.  The  enemy  fired 
at  OS  32  shots  from  two  gnns,  one  a  X-inch  colnmbiad,  the  other  a  7-inch 
Brooke  rifle.  We  were  strnck  twice  by  the  latter,  once  on  the  turret 
and  once  on  the  side  armor  on  starboard  bow,  jnst  below  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  hit  on  the  tarret  was  a  severe  one,  breaking  five  of  the 
2-inch  bolts  which  secure  the  base  ring  to  the  turret.  Thirty-six  of 
the  turret  bolts  are  broken  and  forty  others  are  started,  probably  a 
number  of  them  being  fractured.  I  am  satisfied  that  blow  was  not 
more  severe  than  some  received  by  the  Weehatcken  when  under  my 
command  off  Charleston,  the  effect  of  which  was  some  eight  or  ten 
bolts  broken,  showing  the  gi^eat  superiority  of  the  original  plan  of 
securing  the  turret  plates.  The  shot  which  struck  on  the  side  armor 
did  no  damage. 

To-day  we  fired  at  the  batteries  opposite  Dutch  Gap.  As  they  could 
not  be  seen  from  the  Saugus^  I  directed  the  firing  by  signal  from  Bat- 
tery Sawyer.  The  practice  was  good.  The  enemy  returned  our  fire 
with  a  X-inch  columbiad,  and  used  a  200-pounder  Parrott  against  Bat- 
tery Sawyer. 

We  were  not  struck.  We  expended  23  lO-second  shell  and  7 
lO-second  shrapnel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  K.  Colhoun, 

Commander. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  J>ivision, 


Report  of  Commander  CoUioan,  U.  8.  Nayy,  tranimitting  report  of  praetioe  with  Howlettft 

battery. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Sauous, 
Dutch  Gap,  James  River j  Virginia.  December  6',  1864, 
Sib  :  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  report  of  our  practice  with  Hewlett's 
battery  on  the  5th  instant.    It  is  made  by  request  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  several  months  since,  previous  to  your  assuming 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

I  have  reported  to  Gommander  William  A.  Parker,  commanding 
Fifth  Division,  this  engagement  and  the  one  to-day  with  the  batteries 
opposite  Dutcn  Gap. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  H.  Colhoun, 

Command^fT. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Squadron. 

[EncloAiire.  | 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 
Dutch  Gap  J  James  River  j  Virginia,  Devemher  .>,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  engagement  to-day  with  IIovv- 
lett's  battery.    We  fired  from  the  two  XV- inch  guns  14  shells  in 
twenty-seven  and  one-half  minutes,  or  at  the  rate  of  30  per  hour. 

The  estimated  distance  was  2,100  yards,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
guns  7|  degrees.    We  fired  two  points  on  the  starboard  bow,  turning 
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the  turret  after  each  discharge  of  the  guns  ten  points,  or  105  degrees. 
The  aim  was  deliberate  and  the  flring  good,  as  nearly  every  shell 
exploded  in  or  over  the  battery.  Commander  William  A.  Parker,  com- 
manding Fifth  Division,  who  had  a  good  position  on  shore  to  observe, 
said  he  had  not  seen  better  practice.  There  was  so  little  wind  that  the 
smoke  from  No.  1  delayed  the  firing  of  No.  2  gun.  If  there  had  been  a 
breeze,  we  could  have  fired  36  shells  per  hour. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmb.  R.  Colhoun, 


Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commander. 


Report  of  board  of  snrvey  on  tho  U.  8.  B.  Baagiif. 

U.  S.  IRONOLAD  SAUOUS, 

James  River ^  Virginia^  December  6y  1864, 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  to  report  upon  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  turret  of  this  vessel,  received  firom  a 
shot  fired  from  Hewlett's  battery  on  the  5th  instant,  would  respectfully 
report:  This  vessel  was  struck  from  a  distance  of  about  2,100  yards  by 
what  appeared  to  have  been  a  solid  wrought- iron  shot  from  a  Brooke  rifie, 
indenting  the  turret  about  3  Inches  and  at  about  20  inches  above  the 
base  ring,  near  the  edge  of  the  sheet.  The  fracture  extended  through 
to  the  edge  of  the  sheet,  with  cracks  of  about  6  inches  in  length,  radi- 
ating from  the  center  of  the  indentation. 

The  inside  sheet  is  bulged  inward  about  2^  inches,  with  two  large 
fractures  clear  through  the  sheet,  one  12  inches  and  the  other  about  20 
inches  in  length. 

Five  of  the  large  2-inch  bolts  are  broken  in  the  base  ring,  while  36 
of  the  turret  bolts  are  broken,  and  40  others  are  started  and  probably 
some  of  them  fractured. 

The  entire  sheet  on  one  edge  is  started  from  the  base  ring  to  top  of 
turret,  and  at  one  spot  is  about  3  inches  out  of  place. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  bolts  they  seem  to  have  been  injuied  by 
overheating,  and  we  attribute  the  large  number  broken  to  the  peculiar 
construction  of  the  turret. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Edmd.  E.  Oolhoun, 
Commander  J  U.  S.  Navy. 
Alex.  Henderson, 
Chief  Engineer^  U.  S.  Navy. 
John  L.  Pbake, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer^  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division^  James  River^  Virginia, 


Report  of  lieutenant-Commander  BeUmap,  XT.  8.  Nayy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  CanonionB. 

XT.  S.  8.  Canonious, 
Dutch  Oapy  James  River j  Virginia,  December  5, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
opened  fire  this  afternoon,  in  company  with  the  Mahopacy  upon  the  line 
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of  rebel  works  extendiDg  across  from  Devil's  Elbow  to  a  poiiit  on  the 
river  abreast  Farrar's  Island. 

The  rebel  batteries  could  not  be  seen  from  oar  position  in  the  river, 
bat  by  yoar  direction  I  went  on  shore  at  the  sig^nal  station  near  Battery 
Sawyer,  and  directed  the  fire  of  the  two  vessels  by  signal. 

After  the  range  and  direction  had  been  obtained,  the  practice  was 
tolerably  good.    The  distance  was  about  2,;M)0  yards,  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  projectiles  from  this  ship  was  21  shells  and  1  cored  shot. 
.  The  enemy  tired  only  two  guns  in  reply,  their  shells  exploding  over 
and  beyond  Battery  Sawyen 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  BFLKNAPy 
JAeutenant'Commandery  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Ononda^fa^  Fifth  IHv.  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Saoond  report  of  Lioateiuuit-Commaiider  BeUouip,  U.  B.  Nayy,  commanding  V.  B.  8.  Oaaonieiii. 

r.  8.  S.  Oanonicus, 
Dutch  Gapy  James  River^  Virginia^  December  6, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
I  moved  up  to  the  obstructions  this  afternoon,  below  Hewlett's  bat- 
tery, and  engaged  that  work  at  a  distance  of  about  2,200  yards. 

1  ceased  firing  from  the  right  gun  at  the  seventh  round,  the  upper 
X)ortion  of  the  outer  plate  of  the  turret  having  been  forced  out  1  inch 
and  8  boltheads  broken  o\Y  by  the  blast  of  the  gun. 

At  the  twenty-fourth  lire,  the  tide  having  become  slack,  I  withdrew 
f^om  action.    Our  practice  seemed  to  be  very  good.    The  rebel  battery 
replied  spiritedly  to  our  tire,  firing  in  all  44  shot  and  shell;  fortunately 
none  of  them  struck  this  vessel. 
We  expended  24  shells,  lO-second  fuze. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(lEo.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant' Commander y  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parkkr, 

Comdg,  (\  S,  S.  Ononda-ga^  Fifth  I>ii\  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Gommander  Potter,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mahopac 

U,  8.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 
JamvH  Ikirer,  Virginia^  December  7,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  vessel  moved  up  yesterday,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order,  to  attack  Hewlett's  battery.  At  2:20  p.  m. 
anchored  on  starboard  beam  of  the  Canonicns,  estimated  distance  from 
battery  2,100  yards;  opened  with  10  second  shell,  giving  greatest  ele- 
vation. Fired  0  shell  with  partial  success,  50  pounds  of  powder,  carry- 
ing over,  and  35  falling  short.  There  were  two  reasons  for  our  slowness 
of  fire;  we  were  directly  t^)  leeward  of  the  Canonicnn  and  her  smoke 
greatly  troubled  us;  and  the  strai)s  of  the  shell  gave  way,  so  that  three 
ha<l  to  be  sent  below  after  reaching  the  muzzles  of  the  guns. 

We  were  struck  by  five  projectiles,  one  round  shot  breaking  a  deck- 
plate  over  the  cabin  and  deck  between  the  beams,  striking  the  turret 
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very  nearly  square,  breaking  off  one  bolthead,  starting  plate  in  and 
cracking  it  slightly  outside;  inside,  cracked  plate,  broke  off  one  bolt- 
head,  and  started  upx)er  fastenings  of  pilaster.  A  rifle  shot  glanced 
from  turret,  struck  the  deck  abeam  of  turret,  breaking  one  turret  bolt- 
head  and  one  on  deck.  A  rifle  shot  struck  the  deck  on  overhang  aft, 
carrying  away  port  warping  chock.  A  round  shot  through  musket 
screen  of  tuiTet.  A  round  shot  passed  half  its  diameter  through  top  of 
musket  screen  and  struck  the  pilot  house  square  a  little  above  its  base, 
breaking  one  bolthead  off  outside;  inside,  breaking  off  two  boltheads, 
starting  ten  others,  cracking  inside  plate  badly,  and  forcing  the  point 
opposite  the  point  of  impact  in  very  much. 

The  rifled  projectiles  were,  I  think,  7^  or  8  inches  and  the  round  shot 
10  inches  in  diameter.  The  depth  of  the  indentation  on  turret  of  the 
square  hit  is  1^^  inches,  that  of  the  pilot  house  is  2^  inches.  The  shot 
striking  fairly  broke  into  many  pieces ;  that  against  pilot  house  covered 
turret  with  fragments,  the  largest  weighing  22  pounds  6  ounces,  many 
small  ones  [falling]  through  gratings  into  turret;  that  against  turret 
throwing  fragments  on  board  the  Canonicus.  Shot  struck  all  around 
us  and  a  number  between  the  two  vessels,  lying  so  close  that  at  one 
time  their  sterns  touched.  A  few  minutes  after  3  we  hove  short  and 
backed  down  the  river  to  our  anchorage,  the  Canonicus  having  pre- 
ceded us.  We  are  at  work  repairing  the  deck  plate,  and  I  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  repairs  bo  completed  before  the  vessel  is  sent  to  sea, 
as  it  will  make  a  bad  leak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bdwd.  E.  Potter,     • 
TAeutenant- Commander  J  IT,  S.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Office  Southern  Telegraph  Companies, 
HancocWSy  [December]  5, 1864. 
(Received  December  6.) 
We  have  had  a  lively  fight  at  Dantzler  with  the  ironclads  all  the 
evening. 
The  7-inch  gun  has  been  most  active. 
Struck  the  ironclads  four  or  five  times. 

The  dents  are  apparent  and  men  are  seen  working  on  them.    All  the 
land  and  mortar  batteries  opened.    General  Pickett  asks  that  you  send 
it  as  many  wroughtiron  bolts  as  possible. 
Distance  2,300  yards. 

S.  G.  Leitch, 

[Captain]. 
Commander  J.  M.  Brooke, 

0.  8.  Navy. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- General   Ora^tj    U.   8.  Army^   to  Major- General 
Butler^  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Fa.,  December  6,  1864. 
General:  The  first  object  of  the  expedition  under  General  Weitzel 
is  to  close  to  the  enemy  the  port  of  Wilmington.    If  successful  in 
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thin,  the  secoDd  will  be  to  capture  Wilmington  itself.  There  are  reaaon- 
able  groaiids  to  hope  for  success,  if  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the 
absence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy's  forces  now  looking  after 
Sherman  in  Georgia.  The  directions  you  have  for  the  unmbers  and 
equipment  of  the  expedition  are  all  right,  except  in  the  unimportant 
matter  of  where  they  embark  and  the  amount  of  entrenching  tools  to 
be  taken.  The  object  of  the  expedition  will  be  gained  by  effecting  a 
landing  on  the  mainland  between  Gape  Fear  iiiver  and  the  Atlantic 
north  of  the  north  entrance  to  the  river.  Should  such  landing  be 
efl'ected  whilst  the  enemy  still  hold  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries 
guarding  the  entrance  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  should  intrench 
themselves,  and  by  cooperating  with  the  Navy  effect  the  redaction  and 
capture  of  those  places.  These  in  our  hands,  the  Navy  could  enter  the 
harbor  and  the  port  of  Wilmington  would  be  sealed.  Should  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  point  of  land  on  which  it  is  built  fall  into  the  hands  of 
our  troo])s  immediately  on  landing,  then  it  will  be  worth  the  attempt  to 
capture  Wilmington  by  forced  march  and  surprise.  If  time  is  con- 
sumed in  gaining  the  first  object  of  the  expedition,  the  second  will 
become  a  matter  of  after  consideration.  The  details  for  execution  are 
intrusted  to  yon  and  the  officer  immediately  in  command  of  the  troops. 
Should  the  troops  under  (xeneral  Weitzel  fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or 
near  Fort  Fisher  they  will  be  returned  to  the  army  oi>erating  against 
Richmond  without  delay. 

U.  8.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  J  amen. 


IT*>legrain.] 


Butler's  Headquarters,  December  6y  1864. 
What  day  can  we  start  from  the  fortress!    I  wish  not  to  keep  troops 
on  board  transports  a  day  longer  than  possible,  as  it  will  take  some 
days  to  reach  Savannah  anyway.    Is  there  anything  I  can  aid  you  in  ? 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Major- General  Command „*y. 
Admiral  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 


GospoRT  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  6',  1864. 
Your  telegram  is  received.    The  vessels  to  carry  the  ammunition 
will  be  ready  in  the  morning,  completely  fitted. 

The  ordnance  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe  is  doing  everything  he  can 
to  expedite  matters.  Most  of  our  ammunition  is  here  and  will  com- 
mence loading  up  to-morrow. 

I  will  report  progress  to  morrow  evening  so  that  you  can  make  your 
calculations  when  to  embark. 

I  think  I  can,  by  to-morrow,  tell  you  within  an  hour  when  we  can  be 
ready.    We  are  ready  in  every  other  respect. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Mi^or-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Dutch  Gapj  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

GosPORT  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  6j  1864. 
Keep  the  three  monitors  ready  to  move  down  at  a  moment's  notice. 
See  that  each  has  her  pilot  to  bring  them  as  far  as  the  roads. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral  J  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squaaron. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Camg.  Fifth  DiviHon  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 


Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
Navy  Department  J  Washington  Cityj  December  6j  1864 — 3:30  p.  m. 
A  torpedo  apparatus  and  50  torpedoes  have  this  day  been  forwarded 
from  the  ordnance  yard  here  by  an  army  transport  to  the  care  of  the 
senior  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commander  D.  Lynch, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  LawrencCj  off  Norfolkj  Va. 


Repof^  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Yowngj  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8. 8. 
Maratanzttj  regarding  the  escape  of  a  blockade  runner. 

XT.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Off  Western  Bar^  Cape  Fear  River j  December  6,  1864. 
Sir:  This  morning  between  1  and  2  o'clock  I  distinguished  the  noise 
of  paddles  of  a  side- wheel  steamer  running  evidently  for  the  bar,  and 
apparently  coming  from  the  southward;  in  a  few  moments  made  a 
white  object  a  little  on  port  bow;  challenged  her  by  light  and  Goston 
signal,  but  receiving  no  answer  (as  soon  as  I  could  get  the  ship's  head 
payed  off  to  port),  1  fired  at  the  steamer,  who  doubled  across  our  bow 
and  started  at  full  speed  to  the  northward  and  westward.  1  fired  three 
times  at  her  and  also  sent  up  rockets  indicating  the  direction  taken  by 
the  steamer,  but  as  the  haze  lay  close  to  the  water,  lost  sight  of  her  in 
a  very  short  time.  I  would  remark  that  the  night  was  very  smoky,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  noise  of  her  wheels  she  could  have  passed 
through  the  fleet  undiscovered. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  vessel  ran  in  to  Fort  Caswell  a  short 
time  afterwards,  as  the  officer  of  the  boat  who  fired  the  steamer  Ella 
heard  a  vessel  blowing  off  steam  inside  the  bar  about  4  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear- Admiral  D4VID  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8.  NavVj  of  his  return  from  New  Berne 
after  interview  with  General  Palmer,  U.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  Citt, 
Pamlico  8oundj  North  Carolina,  December  6j  1864. 
Admiral:  As  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  55, 1  started  for  New  Berne 
on  the  5tU  instant  to  have  an  interview  with  General  Palmer,  in  obe<li- 
ence  to  yonr  letter  of  the  Ist  December. 

I  have  seen  the  general  and  am  now  on  my  way  back  to  Plymoath, 
haying  ordered  the  Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres  np  also. 

While  at  New  Berne  I  saw  the  Valley  City,  which  vessel  had  been 
delayed  there  by  some  disarrangement  of  her  pnmp,  and  I  ordered  her 
to  proceed  to  Plymouth  also  to  take  part  in  the  coming  attack.  Hop- 
ing that  my  reasons  may  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  detaining  the  Fo/liy 
City, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding  District  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sheer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  Norfolk  custom- 

house, 

U.  8.  Guard  Vessel  Wyandotte, 
Elizabeth  River ^  Virginia,  December  7, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  custom-house  at  Nor- 
folk was  opened  to-day  for  commercial  business,  and  that  vessels  are 
passing  out  under  a  clearance  paper  signed  by  J.  H.  Hudson,  collector 
of  the  port,  and  without  the  proper  military  passes  heretofore  required. 
The  custom-house  authorities  inform  the  captains  of  vessels  that  the 
guard  ships  have  no  further  right  to  interfere  with  their  free  passage 
in  and  out  of  this  port.    As  my  orders  require  me  to  forward  with  my 
return  the  passes  by  which  the  vessels  are  passed,  I  am  at  a  loss  how 
to  proceed  under  the  new  regulations.    I  therefore  respectfully  ask  for 
instructions  regarding  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Sheer, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Oommander  Ed  WD.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Leonard, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Craney  Island  anchorage  for  powder. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  7, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  take  command  of  the  Louisiana,  and  as  soon  as  she  is 
ready  take  her  to  the  anchorage  at  Craney  Island,  anchoring  her  well 
out  of  the  channel  and  in  an  unfrequented  place.     Whilst  you  are 
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engaged  taking  powder  on  board  yon  will  have  no  fire  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever  on  board,  and  yon  mnst  get  yonr  meals  cooked  on  board 
the  nearest  hulk  to  yon. 

Take  every  precaution  to  prevent  fire.  Allow  no  unauthorized  per- 
sons to  come  on  board.  Wet  the  decks  frequently.  Take  great  care 
that  your  men  liave  no  opportunity  to  get  drunk,  and  adopt  such  pre- 
cautions as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel. 

Ask  and  obtain  of  Captain  Lynch  a  revolver  for  each  of  the  officers, 
which  you  will  return  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved  from  the  vessel. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Acting  Ensign  Geo.  Leonard,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U,  8,  8,  Jbovisiana. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral    Porter^   U,  8,    Navy,  to  Commander 
Parker  J  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  protection  in  James  River, 

GospoRT  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  7, 1864, 

Sir:  The  burning  of  vessels  by  the  rebels  along  the  James  River 
threatens  to  become  a  serious  thing  unless  checked,  and  you  must 
immediately  take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  rebels  started  a  party 
of  GO  sailors  and  10  cart  loads  of  powder  to  a  place  called  Smithfield  a 
few  days  ago,  and  it  is  without  doubt  their  intention  to  seize  upon  some 
vessels,  lo^  them  with  powder  and  attempt  to  blow  up  some  of  our 
vessels.  I  telegraphed  you  to  send  two  vessels  there  at  once,  but  send 
them  under  the  command  of  a  vigilant  naval  officer.  At  night  keep 
one  stationed  opposite  Pagan  Creek  with  her  lights  out  and  out  of  the 
way  of  vessels  coming  down  the  channel.  At  night,  when  the  weather 
will  x>ermit,  send  out  guard  boats  with  muffled  oars,  well  armed,  and  in 
charge  of  an  officer  to  be  relied  on.  The  boats  will  lie  quietly  close  in 
with  the  land  and  keep  a  good  lookout  for  boats  putting  off  from  shore. 
Let  them  get  outside  of  the  guard  boats,  and  then  give  chase  to  and 
capture  them  at  all  hazards.  These  marauders  are  nothing  more  than 
pirates  and  it  matters  little  how  they  are  dealt  with. 

There  is  but  little  need  of  vessels  now  at  Dutch  Gap.  The  Mendota, 
Commodore  Perry,  Henry  Brinlcer.  and  Western  World  can  all  be  spared 
to  patrol  between  the  points  of  Nansemond  River  and  Lawn's  Creek, 
above  the  Point  of  Shoals.  You  must  direct  their  officers  to  destroy 
every  boat  they  see  or  hear  of  along  the  river,  but  never  to  land  except 
in  strong  force  and  armed,  and  under  the  guns  of  their  vessels. 

Whenever  any  commander  finds  a  vessel  anchored  close  inshore,  he 
may  depend  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  rebels  or 
trafficking.  Such  vessels  must  be  detained  and  made  to  give  a  satisfac- 
tory account  of  themselves. 

Yon  must  give  the  light-houses  at  White  Shoal  and  Point  of  Shoals 
a  careful  protection,  and  generally  go  there  at  night,  avoiding  them  in 
the  daytime  except  to  examine  them. 

When  small  vessels  are  found  lying  in  the  river  in  calms  and  not 
nnder  protection,  take  them  in  tow  and  keep  them  anchored  near  you 
for  the  night.  If  there  are  three  or  four,  tow  them  all  until  you  get  a 
number  together  and  then  protect  them. 

It  may  look  like  a  want  of  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  Navy  if 
these  vessels  are  destroyed,  and  I  require  the  greatest  vigilance  night 
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aud  day,  aud  that  the  gunboats  move  up  and  down  guarding  vessels  at 
anchor  or  underway.  When  there  is  any  appearance  of  rebels  along 
the  shore,  or  a  likelihood  of  their  being  there,  shell  the  place  well. 

You  will  have  to  deal  rigidly  with  vessels  placing  themselves  in  dan- 
ger, for  the  chances  are  they  do  it  purposely. 

Whenever  a  vessel's  light  is  seen  anchored  in  the  channel  way  at 
niglit  go  to  her,  make  her  haul  oat  of  the  channel  into  such  water  as 
she  will  be  safe  in,  and  put  out  her  light,  keeping  one  ready  lit  in  a 
bucket  to  show  to  a  passing  vessel. 

Caution  the  transports  to  keep  an  armed  watch  on  deck,  and  allow 
no  boats  to  approach  them.  Nevei  send  your  boats  to  board  a  vessel 
at  night  unless  the  gunboat  is  close  by  and  can  be  seen  by  the  people 
on  board  the  vessel  to  be  boarded. 

Establish  a  system  of  passwords  for  your  boats,  changing  them  every 
night.    This  will  prevent  mistakes. 

Whatever  may  be  desirable  to  guard  the  river  and  prevent  these 
depredations  you  will  do  withoat  further  orders  from  me,  and  hold 
every  officer  to  a  strict  acconntability  for  inattention  to  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
liear-Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg,  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  James  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmoughj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the 
destruction  of  a  blockade  runner  off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Off  New  Inletj  December  7, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  the  engine  and  boilers  of  the  tug 
Clematis  have  been  condemned  to  extensive  repairs.  I  have  ordered 
her  to  Ham])ton  lioads. 

The  Moccasin  has  arrived  here  and  will  take  her  place  at  the  bar. 

This  morning  at  daylight  a  runner  was  discovered  on  shore  on  the 
outer  edge  of  the  Caroline  Shoal,  about  ¥j.  S.  E.  from  the  Mound.  I 
stood  in  for  her,  accompanied  by  the  Maumee,  Monticello,  and  Bucking- 
ham^  the  tugs  in  attendance,  and  opened  fire  at  long  range.  I  can  not 
say  what  damage  we  did  her,  but  in  an  hour's  deliberate  firing  think 
she  was  struck.  Her  people  were  seen  leaving  in  boats  after  the  first 
few  guns,  our  shot  and  shell  falling  around  and  near  the  vessel.  The 
fire  was  returned  by  the  Mound,  Fort  Fisher,  aud  the  numerous  con- 
necting and  masked  batteries,  but  with  no  results,  as,  with  the  excep- 
tions of  a  f^w  rifie  shots, allfell  short.  Iceased firing  when  indicationsof 
wind  from  the  southward  and  a  rising  sea  promised  to  efi'ect  the  destruc- 
tion. She  now  i)resents  the  appearance  of  having  been  bilged.  The  sea 
is  making  a  clean  breach  over  her.  When  the  weather  permits  we  will 
endeavor  to  finish  her.  Our  picket  boats  and  tugs  saw  nothing  of  her. 
She  is  a  long,  low,  double  stack  runner.  The  large,  fine  steamer  before 
alluded  to  is  still  in,  having  made  one  attempt  to  getout,  but  returned  to 
groundon  the  beach  under  Fort  Fisher.  Since  my  last  I  sent  in  four  boats 
tVom  this  vessel,  the  Maumee,  MonticellOj  and  Howquah,  to  caiiture  aud 
destroy  her  at  her  anchorage  just  this  side  of  the  Kip,  but  as  the  boats 
entered  over  the  bar  several  of  the  officers  in  the  boats  saw  a  steamer 
passing  the  lights  toward  the  Swash  Channel.    They  continued  on, 
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however,  until  the^  tamed  inside  Caroline  Shoal,  and  it  was  a  fortanate 
circamstonoey  for  instantly  afterwards  the  forts  and  batteries  opened  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  shell,  etc.,  on  the  bar.  The  officer  commanding.  Act- 
ing Master  [Samuel]  Hall,  of  this  vessel,  deeming  their  expedition  dis- 
covered, and  having  seen  their  prey,  as  was  supposed,  leaving  by  the 
other  channel  to  the  northward,  returned  after  the  firing  ceased.  No 
steamer  is  known  by  bar  vessels  to  have  gone  out  that  night,  and  day- 
light showed  her  still  at  anchor.  My  opinion  is  she  mov^ed  down  close 
under  Fort  Fisher  after  dark  and  returned  before  daylight  to  her 
anchorage,  for  two  mornings  afterwards  we  discovered  her  there  and  her 
bow  on  the  beach,  but  on  oar  moving  in  to  examine  her  she  backed  off 
and  i^etired  to  the  Bips,  where  she  still  is. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pendleton  G.  Watmough, 
Lieute7iant- Commander  J  Senior  Officer  Present 

Rear. Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


[Telegnaa.] 

Norfolk,  December  8j  1864. 
Miami  has  been  ordered  to  City  Point.    Three  gunboats  to  patrol  the 
river  between  Pagan  Creek,  Ragged  Island  Creek,  and  Point  of  Rocks. 
All  the  vessels  will  row  guard  at  night,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
prevent  surprise. 

There  are  now  65  rebel  sailors,  with  10  cart-loads  of  powder,  at  Smith- 
field,  on  or  near  Pagan  Creek.  They  came  from  Richmond  around  by 
Franklin.    These  are  the  men  doing  the  damage. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admirah 
Lieatenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Pointy  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,   U.  S.  Xavy,  responding  to  telegraphic 
orders  regarding  precautions  against  surprise, 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaoa, 
Aiken's  Landing ^  below  Dutch  Oapy  James  River, 

December  8, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
dated  Norfolk,  December  8,  which  was  received  by  me  at  3:30  o'clock 
p.  m.    It  reads  as  follows : 

Send  the  two  monitors  Mahopao  and  Canonicua  down  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 
at  once.     Station  the  Mendoia  at  City  Point. 

D.  D.  Porter. 

A  second  dispatch  was  received  at  4: 30  p.  m.,  as  follows: 

Go  down  the  river  yourself  and  give  the  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  orders  to 
be  on  the  alert  and  to  row  guard  along  the  shore ;  also  to  shift  their  positions  after 
dark,  and  to  lie  somewhere  where  they  show  no  lights.  Arm  the  tags  and  keep  them 
patrolling.  Order  the  commander  of  the  Miami  to  have  all  his  boats  out  and  row 
ffnard  about  City  Point.  Let  me  know  by  telegraph  what  has  been  done,  and  send 
fuU  reports  by  mail.  Send  the  Miami  to  City  Point  instead  of  the  MendoUij  as  ordered 
by  telegraph  this  morning. 

D.    D.    PORTBR, 

Eear'Admiral, 
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In  reply  I  have  to  istate  that  the  three  monitors  are  at  City  Point;  also 
the  Miami  and  Mendota.  I  have  ordered  the  Mahopac  and  Canonicus  to 
Hampton  Koads.  Virginia.  I  have  removed  all  the  vessels  below  Datch 
Gap  to  Aiken's  Landing.  I  shall  go  down  the  river  to  visit  the  differ- 
ent vessels  and  put  them  on  the  alert,  as  yon  direct.  I  ordered  tlie 
Miami  down  on  the  6th  instant  to  City  Point,  as  I  thought  that  the 
Government  proi)erty  was  unsafe  without  a  proper  guard.  The  Mendota 
went  to  City  Point  this  morning  to  make  the  ordnance  inspection  of  the 
different  vessels  in  the  river  and  the  ordnance  vessels  at  Gity  Point,  i 
shall  order  the  Mendota  to  return  to  Aiken's  Landing,  below  Datch  Gap. 
The  rebel  rams  came  down  the  river  last  evening  to  about  three-fourthn 
of  a  mile  above  Fort  Brady,  but  made  no  attempt  to  pass  it.  All  the 
field  batteries  near  Dut<*h  Gap  were  manned  yesterday  afternoon.  I 
sent  two  gunboats  to  patrol  the  river  last  night,  viz,  the  ITunchbacJcBnA 
the  Daylight. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron j  Hampton  Roads j  Virginia. 


[TAleKrani.] 

Norfolk,  December  8, 1864. 
Don't  let  any  of  the  vessels  fire  at  the  Howlett  battery,  and  keep 
them  all  out  of  fire  until  further  orders. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
C/ommander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  8.  Ononda<jaj  James  River,  Dutch  Gap,  Va. 


Report  of  Command er  Parker,  U.  8.  Nary,  responding  to  telegram  forbid- 
ding the  firing  from  the  vessels  uponHowletVs  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 
Dutch  Oapy  James  River,  December  5, 1664. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic 
dispatch,  dated  Portsmouth,  jVa.],  December  8,  which  was  received  on 
board  this  vessel  at  1 :  45  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  the  reply  sent  back  imme- 
diately.   It  reads  as  follows : 

Don't  let  any  of  tlie  vessels  tire  at  the  Howlett  battery.     Keep  them  all  out  of  fir© 
till  farther  orders. 

D.  D.  Porter. 

In  consequence  I  shall  remove  this  vessel  below  Dutch  Gap,  and  all 
others  except  the  picket  boats  at  night. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter j  U.  8.  Xavy, 
to  provide  accommodations  for  Major  Casey ^  U.  8.  Army^  witnessing 
the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Navy  Department,  December  5, 1664. 
SrB:  Afford  Major  Casey  such  iuformatiou  and  facilities  as  will  aid 
him  in  carrrying  out  the  enterprise  intrusted  to  him,  and  provide  him 
with  such  accommodations  on  board  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  your 
squadron  as  comport  with  his  rank  in  the  Army. 
Very  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  0.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 

of  prize  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufortj  N.  0.,  December  8, 1664. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  to-day  shipped 
in  the  supply  steamer  New  Berne  and  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudica- 
tion 27  bales  of  cotton,  picked  up  at  sea  by  this  vessel  while  cruising  on 
the  4th  and  5th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Oomma/nder. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Mioi,  Imperial  French  Navy,  to  Rear- Admiral 
Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging  courtesies  received. 

[Translation.] 

On  Board  the  Adonis,  December  9, 1864. 
Admiral  :  My  stay  at  Bermuda  Hundred  having  to  be  prolonged  for 
a  fortnight,  1  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  keep  any  longer  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Nelson,  whom  you  have  kindly  oflFered  me. 

I  have  hskd  nothing  but  satisfaction  in  my  relations  with  Mr.  Nelson, 
imd  I  desire,  as  far  as  is  permissible,  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  his  discre- 
tion, his  conduct,  and  his  ability  as  a  i)ilot. 

I  respectfully  beg  you  also,  admiral,  to  receive  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  thoughtful  and  gracious  kindness  that  I  have  received  from  you 
on  this  occasion,  and  I  hasten  to  seize  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you, 
admiral,  the  assurance  of  my  most  respectful  sentiments. 

Ede.  [Paul  Bmile]  Miot, 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  French  Navy,  Commanding  the  Adonis. 

Bear-Admiral  Porter. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  "Savy^  to  Acting  Chtnner  Peterij 
U.  8.  Navy  J  to  proceed  to  Beaufort^  JV.  C. 

Norfolk,  December  P,  1864. 
Sir  :  Yon  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  through  the  canal,  and 
report  to  Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  commanding  naval  station  at  that 
place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  Hervant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Gunner  Herman  Peters, 

Commanding  Picket  Launch  No.  6. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  purch€Ufe  of 

the  r.  S.  8.  Theta. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Oosport  Nat>y  Yard,  December  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  completed  the  purchase 
of  the  tug  John  T.  Jenkinn  and  propose  to  name  her  Theta,  the  next  on 
the  list  of  the  Greek  alphabet  of  those  alreiuly  i)urcha8ed. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecreiary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtouj  J).  V. 


Report  of  Commander  Uarrell,  U,  8.  Xavy,  commanding  l\  8.  S,  ChicopeCj 
of  the  capture  of  property  at  Edenton,  N.  C, 

U.  S.  S.  CniooPEE, 
Albemarle  Sound,  Xorth  Carolina,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  8th 
instant  I  visited  Edeuton  and  sent  a  party  of  arini'd  sailors  and  marines 
from  this  vessel  and  the  Valley  City  on  shore,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  AValker  and  Acting  Master  Brooks,  commander  of  the  last- 
named  vessel.  The  ])ersons  whom  you  ordered  seized,  to  wit,  George 
W.  Parrish,  Joae])h  A.  Woodward,  J.  AV.  Poole,  could  not  be  found. 
Their  houses  were  examined  and  all  the  cotton  found  brought  off*. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  illicit  traffic  carried  on  by  the  persons 
above  named.  The  evidence  found  at  Pitch  Landing  over  their  sworn 
signatures  to  Captain  George  (rebel  commissary),  together  with  that  of 
citizens  of  Edenton  under  oath,  taken  before  Lieutenant  Walker,  who 
acted  by  my  order  (all  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed),*  fixes  it  upon 
them  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt. 

Having  understood  that  sonje  cotton  was  stored  at  Sandy  Point,  I 
sent  an  armed  party  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Cross- 
man  at  12  o'clock  (midnight)  on  shore  to  secure  it.  He  found  that  it 
had  been  effectually  concealed  or  removed  to  some  distant  point. 

'  I  retain  the  paporH,  but  oan  send  copies  if  required.     W.  U.  M[acomuJ. 


NORTH  ATLAirriC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  159 

I  captured  a  sloop  on  my  retarn  from  Sandy  Point.  The  captain 
states  that  he  is  Arom  Great  Bridge.  He  has  a  pass  signed  by  a  M^or 
McLaaghlin,  without  date  or  place.  Has  no  manifest  or  bill  of  lading. 
He  has  given  a  false  statement  of  the  nature  of  his  cargo,  as  proved  by 
examination. 

The  paper  which  I  enclose,  as  you  will  perceive,  states  that  the  goods 
belong  to  and  were  purchased  by  the  persons  therein  named,  and  for 
family  use,  signed  by  C  C.  Poole,  "agent."  He  does  not  state  whether 
United'  States  agent  or  not.  The  whole  story  is  false  from  beginning 
to  end.  The  two  men  found  on  board  are  the  owners,  as  they  will 
swear,  their  intention  being  to  sell  the  cargo  to  rebels  for  cotton  and 
return  it  to  Poole  and  buy  another  load  for  a  similar  purpose. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  what  all  the  Union  x)eople  of 
Edenton  state  (see  deposition),  to  wit: 

That  the  blockade  running  of  the  men  whose  names  I  have  given 
places  the  necessaries  of  life  far  beyond  the  reach  of  persons  of  moder- 
ate means,  $1  United  States  currency  being  demanded  for  1  pound  of 
bacon,  $3  per  yard  for  calico.  Of  course  such  prices  could  not  be  given, 
and  the  articles  are  sent  to  the  enemy  and  exchanged  ior  cotton. 

It  places  the  Union  families  of  that  place  and  neighborhood  com- 
pletely in  the  power  of  these  three  or  four  men,  who  assist  the  rebels  in 
every  way  they  possibly  can. 

I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  captured  cotton,  with  the  [names  ofj  the 
persons  who  profess  to  own  it;  also  a  list  of  the  reported  cargo  or  the 
sloop  (no  name).  James  Porter  and  Henry  Poi)e  were  on  board  and 
are  the  true  owners  of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Haurell, 
Commander,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Division  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

P.  S. — Discovering  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  bad  feeling,  and 
threats  having  been  made  against  the  Union  people  of  Kdenton,  I 
deemed  it  necessary  to  send  an  order  to  the  mayor  of  the  town,  a  copy 
of  which  I  enclose. 

A.  I).  H. 

[Enclonnrvn.] 

U.  S.  S.  (3niO()PEE, 
Edenton  Bai/,  North  Carolina^  December  />,  JW4. 
Sib:  The  recent  visit  of  the  Union  gunboats  to  this  phice  may  have 
caused  unpleasant  feelings  toward  the  friends  of  the  Union  residing  in 
and  about  Edenton. 

Should  any  violence  be  offered  to  Union  men  and  their  families  in 
person  or  property,  summary  punishment  will  instantly  follow. 

You  will  promulgate  this  to  the  citizens  in  such  manner  as  you  may 
deem  proper. 

The  delivery  of  this  to  you  by  one  of  my  officers  will  be  considered 
equivalent  to  a  receipt  for  the  same;  therefore  ignorance  of  its  contents 
by  any  person  in  your  town  can  not  be  pleaded  in  excnise  for  any  viola- 
tion of  this  order. 

Very  respe<^tfully,  etc.,  A.  T).  Harrkll, 

Commander^  I',  S.  Navy, 
The  Mayor  of  Edenton,  N.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  Ghioopbx, 
.4  Ibemarie  Sounds  Decemlfer  Sy  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  8th  instant  I  proceeded  ashore  with  the  boat's  crew  of  this  ship 
and  those  of  the  Valley  City.  I  took  possession  of  the  books  and 
papers  of  Messrs.  Parrish  and  Hathaway;  also  seized  all  the  cotton  in 
the  possession  of  the  following  gentlemen:  Mr.  I^arrish,  5  bales;  Mr. 
Feagan,  7  bales;  Mr.  Woodward,  1  bale,  4  barrels  loose  cotton;  Mr. 
ri.  H.  Bond,  1  bale;  Mr.  James  C.  Johnson,  jr.,  2  bales.  Mr.  Hatha- 
way was  arrested,  agreeably  to  orders,  and  was  afterwards  released  by 
your  authority.  Messrs.  Parrish,  Woodward,  and  Poole  had  left  town 
and  could  not  be  arrested.  I  seized  a  bridle  marked  ^^  United  States" 
and  a  cavalry  saddle  in  possession  of  John  P.  Houghton,  who  could 
give  no  satisfactory  account  of  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  Walker, 

Lieutenantj  U.  JS.  Navy. 
Commander  A.  I>.  Harrell, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  8.  Chicopee, 


Joint  expedition  againnt  Kainhow  Bluffy  December  9-28^  1864, 

Report  of  Sear-Admirml  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy,  tranamittinff  report  of  Commander  Xaoomb^  U.  8. 
Hayy,  commanding  ezpe&tion. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
r.  *s'.  /Skip  Malrern,  off  New  Inlet ^  December  20, 1864. 
8tr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  reiK)rt  from  Commander 
Macomb  in  relation  to  his  operations. 

As  I  am  not  now  in  a  position  to  advise  him,  I  have  to  trust  that  he 
will  do  everything  for  the  best- 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington^  7KC. 

(KiicloHun'.l 

U.  S.  S.  Wyaluking, 
Roanoke  River j  North  Caroli'naj  December  11  ^  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  re])ort  of  the 
operations  of  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  to  capture  Rainbow  Bluflf, 
in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  1st  December. 

The  arran^rements  which  I  mentioned  in  my  Nos.  50  and  57  having 
been  completed,  I  started  up  the  river  from  Plymouth  at  5  ]).  m.,  Decem- 
ber 9,  in  the  Wyalfnting,  leaving  the  Shamrock  (as  slie  can  not  go  stern- 
foremost)  to  guard  Plymouth.  The  Ot^tego  and  Valley  CUy^  and  tugs 
Belle  and  Bazely^  and  the  picket  boat  No,  5  started  at  the  same  time, 
and  I  left  orders  for  the  Chicopee^  CereSj  and  Commod/)re  Hull  to  follow 
as  soon  as  they  should  arrive  at  Plymouth. 

After  steaming  slowly  up  the  river  we  arrived  at  a  shar[)  bend  just 
below  JamesviUe,  where  I  came  to  anchor  for  the  night,  the  army  force 
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having  agreed  to  communicate  with  me  at  this  town.  After  coming  to 
anchor  in  the  Wyalusing  I  made  signal  for  the  other  vessels  to  do  so 
also.  In  obedience  to  this  order  the  Otsego  had  stopped  her  engines 
and  was  just  aboat  to  let  go  her  anchor  when  a  torpedo  exploded  under 
her  on  the  port  side,  and  shortly  afterwards  another  exploded  under 
her  forward  pivot  gun,  which  was  thrown  over  on  the  deck  by  the  con- 
cussion, the  two  explosions  injuring  her  so  badly  that  she  sank  in  a  few 
minutes,  her  spar  deck  being  about  3  feet  under  water.  Fortunately  no 
one  was  killed  on  board  the  Otsego^  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
slight  scratches  no  one  was  injured.  The  Otsego  had  spars  rigged  out 
ahead  of  her  to  which  was  fastened  a  n^t  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
the  torpedoes,  and  two  were  fouud  in  the  net  after  she  sank.  She 
must  have  stopped  directly  on  top  of  a  line  of  these  infernal  machines. 
Six  were  picked  up  after  the  explosion.  The  night  p  issed  without  dis- 
turbance and  in  the  morning  I  determined  to  send  the  Bazely  to  Ply- 
mouth to  find  out  what  the  army  were  doing  and  to  get  rations  from  the 
Shamrock  for  the  Otsego^s  crew.  I  also  wished  to  get  up  a  coal  schooner 
to  take  the  guns  from  the  Otsego,  I  got  the  Bazely  alongside  of  the 
Wyalusing  and  sent  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Sands  on  board  to  take 
the  dispatches  to  Plymouth',  and  then  sent  the  tug  to  the  Otsego  to  get 
some  men  and  an  officer.  When  the  Bazely  had  got  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  Otsego  another  torpedo  exploded  under  her,  and  she  went  down 
right  alongside  the  Otsego.  By  this  explosion  2  men  were  killed,  but 
none  of  the  officers. 

While  at  this  place  we  fired  with  musketry  and  great  guns  into  the 
woods  on  the  banks,  partly  to  let  the  army  forces  know  where  we  were, 
and  partly  to  drive  off  any  rebels  that  might  be  skulking  there.  We, 
however,  heard  nothing  from  the  army  that  day,  and  in  the  evening 
I  sent  the  picket  boat  JVo.  5  with  an  armed  launch  belonging  to  the  army 
up  the  river  to  try  and  get  some  news  from  the  army  forces. 

The  pilot  of  the  Wyalusing,  Mr.  Everett,  went  in  the  launch  and  took 
the  boats  through  a  place  called  Devil's  Out,  by  that  means  avoiding  a 
long  reach  of  the  river  and  coming  out  a  short  distance  below  Williams- 
ton.  Here  they  sent  up  two  rockets  and  fired  a  gun  or  two,  but  no 
answer  was  made.  The  boats  returned  this  morning  with  intelligence, 
obtained  from  negroes  on  the  river,  that  the  river  was  full  of  torpedoes, 
there  being  as  many  as  forty  in  one  place  on  the  river. 

These  torpedoes  are  made  on  some  new  plan  with  an  air  chamber,  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  used  by  Lieutenant  Gushing.  They  are  very 
sure,  and  every  one  we  have  picked  up  was  in  good  condition,  two  of 
them  bursting  as  we  were  hauling  them  ashore,  but  hurting  no  one.  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  Bazely  we  had  the 
river  dragged  all  round,  and  six  more  torpedoes  were  picked  up,  all 
right  by  the  Otsego. 

Since  the  return  of  the  boats  which  I  sent  up  to  Williamston  I  have 
determined  to  send  First  Assistant  Engineer  S.  G.  Midlam  to  you  with 
dispatches,  to  inform  you  of  our  situation  and  ask  your  advice.  In  the 
meantime  we  will  continue  up  the  river,  though  our  progress  will  be 
very  slow,  for  we  shall  have  to  drag  all  the  way  before  us  with  small 
boats,  that  being  the  only  way  we  can  proceed  with  the  vessels  with 
any  safety. 

I  have  taken  out  most  of  the  guns  from  the  Otsego,  and  am  continu- 
ing the  work.  I  have  sent  for  a  diver  with  his  submarine  apparatus, 
with  which  he  has  been  examining  \h^  Albemarle,  to  examine  the  Otsego. 
N  w  B— VOL  11 11 
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When  we  advance  any  farther  it  will  be  necessary  that  we  have  more 
vessels;  otherwise  we  will  be  unable  to  patrol  the  river  below  us,  and 
consequently  the  rebels  will  be  able  to  lay  more  torpedoes  and  blow  as 
up  on  our  return. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macokb, 
Commander  J  Comdg.  District  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — 11  a,m.  December  11, 18(>4:  We  are  now  making  preparations 
to  advance  and  will  start  in  a  short  time. 


Beport  of  litatenmnt-Commander  Arnold,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding  tho  looi  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Otiega 

U.  8.  8.  Otsbgk), 
Off  Jamesvillcj  Roanolce  River  j  December  llj  18$4. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report  the  sinking  of  this 
vessel,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  by  torpedoes  laid  down  by  the 
rebels  off  this  place.  The  first  explosion  which  caused  this  mishap 
occurred  at  about  9:15  p.  m.,  the  torpedo  exploding?  ap^ainst  the  port 
side  of  the  ship  under  the  wheel.  It  was  followed  by  another  about  ten 
minutes  later  under  the  foremast.  She  commenced  sinking  rapidly  at 
the  time  of  the  first  explosion,  and  immediately  after  the  second  she 
sank  in  2^  fathoms  of  water. 

Every  precaution  was  taken  which  time  and  the  ingenuity  of  [those 
onboard]  my  ship  could  devise  before  ascending  the' river.  To  Mr. 
Samuel  i).  Midlam,  senior  engineer  in  charge,  I  am  much  indebted  for 
the  plan  adopted  to  prevent  what  unfortunately  occurred.  By  this 
plan  we  secured  two  torpedoes. 

No  lives,  I  am  happy  to  state,  were  lost  by  her  sinking.  I  enclose 
the  re[)ort  of  the  surgeons,  containing  a  list  of  the  casualties  caused  by 
the  occurrence.  I  was  ably  seconded  by  my  officers  and  crew  in  this 
difficulty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 
Lieutenant' Commander  J  Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Otsego. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[EncltMiui^.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Boanoke  River j  North  Carolina^  December  11^  1864. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  by 
the  blowing  up  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego  on  the  night  of  December  9, 1864: 
Samuel  Dixon,  coal  heaver,  wounded  in  the  leg  slightly. 
There  are  a  few  others  slightly  bruised  and  scratched,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently to  be  excused  from  duty. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  C.  Raynolds, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold. 
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Report  of  Commandar  Mmoomb^  U.  8.  Navy,  rogarding  the  ditpontion  of  the  TT.  8.  8.  Otiego. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Near  JatnesviUe,  Roanoke  BiveVj  December  llj  1864, 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  leave  the  Otsego  and  proceed  ap  the  river.    She  is  under  the 
protection  of  Lieatenant-Gommander  Arnold  and  a  portion  of  her 
officers  and  crew.    On  her  hurricane  deck  there  are  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  and  two  20-iK)under  rifles,  behind  breastworks  of  cotton  bales. 
For  these  there  is  ammunition  enough  to  last  for  some  time.    We  have 
got  the  awning  spread  over  the  hurricane  deck  as  a  shelter  for  the 
officers  and  men,  and  have  got  the  galley  up  from  the  main  deck;  alto- 
gether they  are  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.j  Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Oonunander  Maoomh,  TT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  aoddent  to  the  TT.  8. 8.  Commodore  HnU. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Above  JamesmllCy  [N.  0.],  December  11, 1864. 
Admibal:  I  have  respectfully  to  rei)ort  that  the  XT.  S.  S.  Commodore 
Hullj  while  on  her  way  to  this  river,  met  with  an  accident  to  her 
boiler,  injuring  it  to  such  an  extent  as  not  only  to  prevent  her  farther 
progress,  but  will  require  the  boilers  to  be  raised  before  it  can  be 
repaired.    I  have  no  officers  to  spare  now  to  hold  a  survey. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.j  Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  8.  Vavy,  regarding  orden  given  to  Commander  Maoomb, 

commanding  expedition. 

Flaoship  Malvebn, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  12, 1864. 
8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  intelligence 
to-day,  through  a  master's  mate,  who  came  from  the  sound,  that  the 
Otsego  had  struck  a  torpedo  and  been  sunk  in  Boanoke  Biver.  He 
heard  the  news  from  the  captain  of  a  tug.  I  don't  know  whether  this 
intelligence  is  reliable,  but  fear  that  it  is  so.  I  ordered  Commander 
W.  H.  Macomb  to  cooperate  with  a  land  force  of  1,300  men  under  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  and  capture  the  enemy's  works  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  some 
distance  above  Plymouth,  N.  C.  The  gunboats  of  light  draft  were  to 
go  up  while  the  army  marched  across  by  land.  The  forts  on  Rainbow 
BlulF  were  not  completed,  and  I  wanted  to  occupy  the  place  before  they 
were,  capture  the  guns,  and  destroy  the  ram  at  Halifax.  All  this  were 
easily  done,  provided  our  forces  moved  soon,  which  was  done.  They 
started  two  days  after  I  sent  the  orders.  At  last  accounts  the  gun- 
boats were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  works,  as  heavy  firing  was  heard 
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from  Plymoath.    What  the  result  is  I  have  yet  to  learn,  having  reoeived 
no  other  information  than  that  brought  by  the  master's  mate. 

He  informed  me  that  the  vessels  were  all  fitted  with  torpedo  catch- 
ers, but  that  the  torpedo  that  sank  the  Otsego  was  fired  by  wires  from 
the  bank. 

We  leave  Hampton  Koads  in  the  morning  to  perform  the  work  before 
us.  We  have  been  delayed  three  or  four  days  by  heavy  gales  of  wind. 
The  weather  now  promises  to  be  fine,  and  I  trust  my  anticipations  may 
be  realized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtbr, 

Rear-AdmirdL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


Beport  of  Comxnmndtr  Kaoomb,  U.  B.  Havy,  regarding  prognM  of  aifidzi. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusino, 
Boanoke  River,  nine  miles  above  Jamesville,  December  13, 1864. 
Admiral:  The  boats  dragging  ahead  have  just  found  a  new  nest  of 
torpedoes  at  this  xx)int  in  the  river  iu  a  curve  called  Shad  Island  Bend, 
and  we  are  now  dragging  them  ashore.     Up  to  this  time  we  have  found 
twenty-one  at  this  place,  and  they  seem  to  continue  as  far  as  «ve  can  see. 
The  army  went  on  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Rainbow  Bluff.    When 
there,  provisions  became  low,  their  transport  being  astern  of  us,  and 
they  returned  to  Jamesville  after  slight  Kkirinishing. 

I  went  down  and  had  an  interview  with  them  there,  and  they  deter- 
mined to  start  ahead  again  to-morrow.  This  time  they  advanced  on 
the  left  bank.  We  are  making  all  the  progress  we  can,  about  5  miles 
a  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ir.  Macomb, 
Vomdr,,  Oomdg,  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Eeport  of  Commander  Maoomb,  TT.  S.  Havy,  regarding  progreu  of  afliun. 

U.  S.  S.  WYALUSlNa, 
Roanoke  River,  seven  miles  above  Jamesville,  N.  €,,  Decsinher  13, 1864. 
Admiral  :  I  hope  none  of  my  previous  letters  have  made  you  doabt 
that  we  were  going  on  up  the  river.  We  are  progressing;  progressing 
but  slowly,  to  be  sure,  but  still  we  go  ahead  and  dragging  the  river  for 
torpedoes  ahead  of  us.  I  intend  to  get  the  vessels  to  Kainbow  Bluff 
and  beyond,  if  possible,  and  to  destroy  the  ram  building  above. 

In  writing  before  1  have  been  much  hurried,  and  it  may  be  I  have 
given  you  wrong  impressions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  Macomb, 
Comdr.,  Oomdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Eeport  of  Commander  Kaoomb,  TT.  S.  Navy,  regaiding  advioei  rooeived  from  Colonel  FranUe, 

U.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  8.  Wyalusino, 
Roatioke  River j  December  i5,  1864. 
Admibal:  I  wish  respectfally  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  having  an  armed  steamer  to  guard  the  Otsego  while  she  is  being 
raised,  or  while  the  valuable  property  is  being  taken  out  of  her. 

I  wrote  immediately  to  Plymouth,  [N.  CJ,  to  send  up  the  submarine 
diver  who  was  examining  the  Albemarle^  after  the  Otsego  was  sunk,  but 
he  had  left  for  the  North  to  get  his  raising  apparatus. 

I  received  information  to-day  from  Oolonel  Frankle,  commanding  the 
army  part  of  this  expedition,  that  he  intended,  much  to  my  surprise,  to 
fall  back  to  Plymouth  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  men,  and  will 
advance  again  after  they  are  rested.    I  shall  go  on. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  etc., 

[W.  H.  Macomb], 
Camdr.y  Comdg,  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Gokmel  Frankle,  TT.  B.  Army,  to  Commander  Kaoomb,  TT.  S.  Havy,  annonnoing  no 
intention  of  change  in  proi>oeed  operationa. 

Qbadquabtebs  Forces  op  Plymouth, 
Plymouth^  N.  C,  December  16j  1864 — 3  a,  m. 
SiB:  In  reply  to  yours*  of  16th,  just  received,  permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  you  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  intend  any  change  of 
operations  in  this  expedition.  From  the  fact  that  the  severe  weather 
and  the  marches  of  the  first  five  days  of  the  movement  had  put  upon 
the  sick  list  over  half  my  men,  many  of  whom  are  barefoot,  and  at  the 
demand  of  my  medical  officers  that  the  men  should  be  brought  under 
shelter  (which  General  Wild  also  advised)  for  a  few  days,  that  their 
health  might  be  improved,  and  supposing  it  a  matter  of  little  difference 
to  you  whether  I  lay  here  or  at  Jamesville  for  the  few  days  which  must 
pass  before  we  are  able  to  resume  operations,  I  concluded  to  bring  the 
men  here,  where  such  shelter  as  they  needed  could  be  had. 

One  of  the  transports,  the  General  Berry,  leaves  here  to-day  for 
Boanoke  Island  to  obtain  provisions,  a  supply  of  which  will  be  sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [O.  A.]  Bartholomew  upon  her  return.  Shoes  and 
stockings  will  also  be  procured  for  such  as  need  them. 

The  Berry  remains  under  my  orders,  and  will  communicate  with  you 
daily  until  I  am  ready  to  move  again.  Kations  will  probably  be  fur- 
nished Colonel  Bartholomew's  command  tomorrow. 

If  you  desire  it,  I  can  and  will  send  a  small  force  of  my  well  men  to 
occupy  Jamesville,  though  the  men  will  be  better  cared  for  here. 

Again  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  no  change  is  intended,  but  that 
the  programme  previously  agreed  on  will  be  carried  out,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, on  my  part. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Fbankle, 
CoUmely  Commanding  ^Forces, 
By  Wm.  G.  Haskell, 
Lieutenant  a/nd  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oomnumding  District  of  the  Sounds,  V.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

*  Not  found. 
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[Telegnun.] 

Beaitfort,  N.  C,  December  17^  1864. 
Inform  me  fhlly  by  telegraph  of  Commander  Macomb's  movements 
and  of  the  force  accompanying  him;  where  they  now  are,  and  such 
information  as  you  can  obtain  of  them. 

Bespectfidly,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Mellaoh,  U.  S.  Navy. 

New  Berne  J  N.  0. 


Baport  of  Umiteoant  Ihier,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  rumored  reinforoemeiit  of  Bainboir  Blaff 

by  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Shambook, 
District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  December  18, 1864. 
Sir  :  Two  deserters  from  Wilmington  came  aboard  here  to-day.   They 
came  from  Wilmington  via  Weldon,  and  report  that  three  regiments 
left  Weldon  last  Friday  evening  to  reinforce  Hamilton  and  ^inbow 
Blaft*.    They  have  no  other  news. 

Respectfally,  RuFUS  K.  Dubr, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  H.  Magomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Aoting  Xaiter  Fofter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  mmored  placing  of  torpedoei  by 

the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres, 
Off  Cedar  Landing,  Roanoke  River,  December  18, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  information  from  a  reliable  person  that  the 
enemy  have  a  boat  with  torpedoes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sweetened 
Water  Creek  and  that  they  arrived  there  with  the  intention  of  patting 
them  down  last  night,  which  I  have  no  doubt  they  did  after  I  passed 
down  the  river.  1  think  it  proper  to  communicate  the  fact  to  you  to 
prevent  the  passing  of  our  boats  till  I  drag  the  river,  which  I  will  com- 
mence to  do  as  soon  as  my  boat  returns  to  me. 

The  John  Farron  arrived  just  before  1  left  Plymouth  and  had  on  board 
stores  for  the  fleet,  which  I  would  have  brought  up  but  that  I  was  led 
to  believe  by  a  person  connected  with  the  Treasury  Department  that 
he  had  dispatches  of  the  greatest  importance  to  deliver  to  you  from  the 
Navy  Department  and  from  Admiral  Porter,  but  which  turns  out  to  be 
something  connected  with  trade  regulations  of  no  account.  I  con- 
ferred with  Mr.  Duer  before  leaving  and  he  thought  the  dispatches 
might  be  of  utmost  importance  to  you  and  that  I  had  better  leave  the 
provisions  till  the  next  time,  which  may  be  for  the  best  till  the  torpe- 
does below  you  are  raised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Foster, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Colonel  Frankle  told  me  to  say  that  he  expected  some  more  troops, 
but  did  not  say  when^  neither  did  he  say  when  he  would  start. 
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Report  of  Commander  ICaoomb,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  inereaied  necewity  for  small  gnn- 


U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Ten  miles  below  Rainbow  Bluffy  N.  C,  December  19^  1864. 
Admiral:  As  we  advance  up  this  river  the  necessity  for  small  gun- 
boats increases. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  doable-enders  to  cruise  up  and  down  theriver^ 
as  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  be  got  round  the  curves  with  hawsers 
and  a  tug;  yet  it  is  necessary  that  the  river  below  us  be  kept  clear  of 
torpedoes,  and  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  to  have  a  boat  constantly 
cruising  up  and  down.  Besides,  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  convoy 
the  army  transports. 

The  only  small  vessels  I  have  here  at  present  are  the  Valley  City  and 
CereSj  the  former  of  which  is  occupied  dragging  the  river  ahead  of  us, 
leaving  but  one  vessel  to  patrol  a  river  of  W)  miles  in  length. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander^  Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Picket  boat  No.  5  I  use  as  a  dispatch  boat  at  present. 


Report  of  Commander  Maeomh^  XT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  annoyance  firom  ihariNihooten. 

U.  8.  8.  Wyalusing, 
Roo/noke  River ^  December  19  [20\^  1864. 
Admiral  :  We  are  now  8  miles  from  Bainbow  BluflT,  ]1S.  0.].    We 
have  found  no  more  torpedoes  since  those  reported  in  No.  66. 

The  sharpshooters  on  the  banks  have  commenced  to  annoy  us. 
To-day  they  fired  on  our  boats  dragging  ahead,  and  wounded  4  men 
and  an  officer  from  the  Chicopee,  one  of  the  men  dangerously.  The  Val- 
ley City  immediately  opened  on  them  and  drove  them  offi 

I  am  sending  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Frankle,  who,  with  the  land 
force,  is  at  Plymouth,  telling  him  where  we  are  and  that  it  is  time  for 
him  to  come  up.  He  has  been  at  Plymouth  for  the  last  week  recruiting 
his  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.j  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  CclontH  Frankle,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commander  Maoomb,  XT.  8.   Navy,  regarding 
propofed  movement  of  his  command  firom  Plymonth. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  December  20, 1864. 
Commander:  I  expect  to  be  prepared  to  move  from  here  tomorrow 
afternoon;  am  only  now  waiting  the  arrival  of  transports  with  provi- 
sions, etc.,  from  Boanoke,  which  are  hourly  expected. 
Please,  if  possible^  send  the  Ceres  or  someone  of  your  boats  as  a  guide. 
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I  shall  move  xipon  the  plan  proposed  some  days  since,  unless  upon  oon- 
saltation  with  yon,  which  I  shall  have  as  soon  as  I  reach  you,  some 
other  programme  is  considered  better. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JoNBS  Fbanklb, 
Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery,  Comma/nding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  the  Sounds. 


fi^A\tinnm.y  letter  fhim  Cdoiiel  Frankle,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Oommmnder  lUoomb,  U.  8.  Vavy, 
regarding  propoaed  movement  from  Plymonth. 

Headquaetees  Foboes  of  Plymouth, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  December  20, 1864— 9:30  p.  m. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  date,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  upon  the  arrival  of  my  transports 
tomorrow,  as  I  advised  you  in  my  last  letter  per  Ceres,  I  shall  embark 
my  troops  to  join  you. 

I  believe  we  have  some  provisions  here  which  belong  to  you;  if  so,  I 
will  take  them  along  as  you  request. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jones  Fbankle, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
By  Wm.  G.  IIaskell, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Baport  of  Aeting  Hatter  Brooki,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Valley  City,  regarding  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Poplar  Point,  Deoember  20,  1864. 

U.  8.  S.  Valley  City, 
Roanoke  River,  Poplar  Point,  North  Carolina,  December  21,  1864. 

SiB:  I  respectfully  report  the  following:  About  5  ]).  m.  yesterday  I 
called  the  boats  in,  intending  to  anchor  for  the  night,  when  immedi- 
ati'ly  the  enemy  opened  with  musketry  from  the  bushes,  mostly  upon 
the  marine  guard  in  charge  ot  Acting  Ensign  Fossett,  of  the  Wyalw 
sing,  who  were  on  shore  to  guard  the  boats  while  ahead  dragging  for 
torpedoes.  They  gradually  fell  back  under  cover  of  our  guns,  when 
the  enemy  opened  upon  this  vessel  with  musketry  and  artillery.  I 
replied  briskly,  directing  my  Are  principally  up  a  side  hill,  where  his 
artillery  was  posted,  about  700  yards  oft*.  I  was  obliged  to  run  a  line 
ashore,  to  spring  the  vessel's  broadside  on,  which  was  bravely  done  by 
Acting  Ensign  Milton  Webster,  my  executive  officer,  amid  a  shower  of 
musket  balls.  We  engaged  the  enemy  till  he  ceased  firing,  and  dark- 
ness coming  on,  dropped  out  of  range.  The  Chicopee,  coming  up,  also 
engaged  him,  as  did  also  the  Wyalusing. 

The  enemy  at  first  seemed  to  have  but  two  giins,  but  soon  brought 
up  more,  and  when  he  ceased  I  think  he  had  five  or  six  pieces. 

I  regret  having  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Lewis,  pilot  of  the  Otsego, 
who  was  killed  instantly  by  a  musket  ball  through  the  head.  Also  one 
of  the  Wyalusimfs  men  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  shell  which  passed 
through  the  wardroom  and  out  through  tiie  side  of  the  ship.    One  shell 
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entered  the  ship's  side^  passing  throagh  the  coal  bunker,  lodged  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  boiler.  One  struck  an  awning  stanchion  and 
another  the  ship's  side,  but  did  not  penetrate. 

The  bulletproof  iron  plating  on  the  sides  of  the  vessel  evidently 
saved  the  lives  of  many  of  my  men,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the 
same  be  placed  all  around  the  ship  upon  the  first  opportunity. 
My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  usual  coolness  and  bravery. 
I  am,  very  respecMulIy,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Report  of  Aoting  Master  Brooki,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commandixig  XT.  8.  8.  VaUey  City,  regarding  ihoti 
fired  from  the  enemy'i  battery  December  21, 1864. 

U.  8.  8.  Valley  City, 
Jamesville,  N.  C,  December  21^  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  got  underway  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  21st, 
and  proceeded  a  short  distance  up  the  river  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire. 
As  soon  as  I  commenced  moving  up  he  opened  with  musketry,  and  imme- 
diately upon  rounding  the  point,  and  before  my  guns  could  bear,  I 
received  four  shots  from  a  battery  but  a  few  hundred  yards  off,  which 
must  have  been  throwu  up  during  the  night.  Three  out  of  the  four 
took  effect;  one  passed  through  the  pilot  house  and,  exploding,  killed 
1  man  and  seriously  wounded  Mr.  Jno.  A.  Wilson,  pilot,  and  3  men,  one 
of  whom  has  since  died,  upon  which  I  dropped  down  to  my  former 
position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Mastery  Commanding, 
Oommander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Report  of  Airtiiig  Master  Brooks,  U.  8.  K ayy,  oommanding  XT.  8.  8.  VaUey  City,  giving  Ust  of 

oasnalties. 

U.  S.  8.  Valley  City, 
Jameston  [Jamesville]^  N.  C,  December  27 ^  1864. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  this 
vessel  in  action  at  Poplar  Point,  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina,  on  the 
20th  and  21st  instant,  viz: 
John  E.  Lewis,  pilot  of  the  Otsego^  killed. 
John  Wood,  first-class  boy^  Valley  City^  killed. 
Charles  Hall,  landsman,  Valley  City^  killed. 
John  A.  Wilson,  pilot,  Valley  City^  wounded. 
Wm.  Brown,  seaman.  Valley  City^  wounded. 
John  Brown,  ship's  cook,  wounded  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Ltitar  tnm  (UmmI  FnmUa,  U.  8.  Axmy,  to  CammandT  lUoom)^  U.  B.  Navj,  propoilag  pUa 

of  OpOTEtiOIIS. 

Hbabquarters  Forges  of  PLYMoxxrH, 

Plymouth,  N.  0.,  December  23^  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  in  the  evening,  and  about 
five  honrs  after  I  had  dispatched  abont  half  my  force  with  orders  to 
meet  and  cooperate  with  yon. 

The  letter  sent  you  by  Lieutenant  TCharles  J.]  Arms,  one  of  my  volun- 
teer aids,  proposed  that  you  keep  the  enemy  busy  where  he  was,  while 
with  my  force  I  moved  up,  landed  on  the  Bertie  side,  and  proceeded  to 
Edwards  Ferry  and  burned  the  enemy's  gunboats  building  there,  and 
then  moved  around  in  rear  of  the  enemy  opposing  you  and  endeavored 
to  capture  his  ^ns.  Lieutenant  Arms,  after  reading  your  letter,  con- 
cluded to  act  upon  your  suggestion  and  accordingly  debarked  the  troops 
at  Jamesville,  as  you  wished. 

They  are  there  now,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  except  so  much 
of  the  two  latter  arms,  about  200,  as  have  proceeded  to  Williamston 
to  learn  what  they  can  and  to  prevent  the  enemy's  reaching  Jamesville 
or  Williamston  itself.  Now,  if  possible,  I  wish  to  have  that  force  remain 
where  they  are,  at  and  near  Jamesville,  where  they  will  be  able  to  pre- 
vent the  planting  of  batteries  to  annoy  you  in  the  passage  of  the  river, 
and  where,  if  you  can  keep  the  river  open  from  Williamston  to  James- 
ville, and  with  the  assistance  of  the  land  force  give  the  enemy  the  idea 
that  an  attack  is  meditated  from  this  side,  while  with  my  remaining 
force  and  the  additions  daily  expected  I  move  up,  say,  to  Cedar  Landing, 
and  do  what  can  be  done  on  that  side — ^that  is,  proceed  to  Edwards 
Ferry. 

If  this  plan  meets  your  approval,  please  notify  me  to  that  effect  or 
make  any  suggestions  you  think  best  I  do  not  propose  to  abandon 
this  affair,  and  would  be  pleased  to  learn  your  views  respecting  proba- 
ble or  possible  results. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

Jones  Fbankle, 
Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery^  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Report  of  lienUnint  Jhier,  XT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  nunored  adyanoe  of  the  enm&y  upon 

Plynumth. 

XT.  S.  S.  Shambock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  (7.,  December  24, 1864. 
Sib  :  The  Mattabesett  arrived  here  this  morning.    She  is  now  coaling. 
I  send  up  your  mail  by  the  Belle.    Tliere  are  6  barrels  of  20-pounder 
charges  on  board  the  Mattabesett  for  us,  which  I  will  ask  Captain  Febi- 
ger  to  send  up,  if  he  does  not  go  himself. 

There  was  a  rumor  last  night  that  Hoke  was  advancing  upon  Plym- 
outh by  the  Columbia  road,  and  by  request  of  Colonel  Frankle  I  moved 
the  Shamrock  down  the  river  to  command  that  road. 

Your  letter  in  relation  to  deserters  was  received  this  morning  and  will 
be  attended  to. 

Very  respectfoUy,  RuFus  K.  Dueb, 

Lieutenant,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comma/nding  District  of  Sountls,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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L0tt«r  from  Cdlonal  Frankle,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  ICaoomb,  XT.  S.  Navy,  requaatiag 
informatian  regarding  plane  of  the  latter. 

Headquarters  Forces  op  Plymouth, 

riymouthy  N.  O.j  December  24j  1864. 
Sir  :  Please  inform  me  whether  you  propose  to  remain  near  Williams- 
ton  or  Jamesville,  or  to  return  to  this  place.  The  rumor  that  Hoke  was 
between  Tarboro  and  Jamesville  I  have  heard,  as  also  one  that  A.  P. 
Hiirs  division  is  at  Bainbow  Bluff.  I  am  not  disposed,  however,  to 
credit  these  statements,  but  think  they  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  a 
force  of  about  8,000  men  left  Weldon  a  few  days  ago,  probably  en  route 
for  Wilmington. 

I  do  not  consider  the  expedition  on  which  I  entered  as  at  an  end, 
though  caution  demands  that  I  should  guard  against  the  possible  truth 
of  the  reports  above  spoken  of,  and  this  of  course  delays  me  some- 
what. If  you  propose  remaining  above  Jamesville,  and  near  Williams- 
ton,  I  mean  to  undertake  the  expedition  suggested  in  a  late  letter, 
through  Bertie  [County].  It  will  only  be  necessary  for  this  that  I  can 
land  safely  at  Oedar  Landing.  If  you  intend  to  return  here  please 
advise  me.  In  the  latter  event  I  shall  send  a  strong  daily  patrol  to 
communicate  with  the  Otsegoj  if  she  remains  where  she  now  is,  with 
anyone  on  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Frankle, 
Colonel  Second  McLssachusetts  Artillery ^  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  N^avy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Order  of  Commander  Kaoomb,  XT.  S.  K avy,  to  a  board  of  offioers  appointed  to  decide  upon  the 
dispotition  of  the  XT.  8.  8.  Otiego. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Off  Jamesville^  N.  C,  December  J25, 1864. 
Gentlemen:  Tou  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  decide  whether 
it  would  be  more  prudent  to  destroy  the  Otsego  so  effectually  that  the 
enemy  can  make  no  use  of  her,  or  to  attempt  to  raise  her,  endeavoring 
in  the  meanwhile  to  hold  this  part  of  the  river  with  the  other  vessels,  it 
being  understood  that  the  heights  about  Jamesville  can  not  be  held  by 
the  available  United  States  troops  in  North  Carolina  against  any  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander  J  Comdg.  District  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell,  XJ.  S.  Navy. 
Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Navy. 

N.  B. — Heport  in  duplicate. 


Report  of  board  of  offleen  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  dispotition  of  the  XT.  8.  8.  Otiego. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Chicopeb, 
Boa/noke  Eiver,  off  Jamesville^  JT.  0.,  December  ^5 j  1864. 
Sir:  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this 
date  constituting  us  a  board  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  destruction 
or  attempt  to  raise  and  preserve  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 
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Under  the  circumstaDces  mentioned  in  your  commnnication,  that 
Jamesville  can  not  be  held  by  the  troops  now  available,  we  recommend 
that  she  be  destroyed  in  the  most  eftectaal  manner  possible. 
We  are,  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Habbell, 

Commander  J  U.  8.  Kavy. 
H.  H.  Stewabt, 
Chief  Engineer^  U.  B.  Navy. 
H.  N.  T.  Abnold, 
Lieutenant-CommandeTy  U.  8.  Navy. 

Eabl  English, 
Lieutenant'CommandeTy  U.  8.  Navy. 
John  A.  J.  Bbooks. 
Acting  Master j  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Dietrx<it  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  BMr-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  ICaoomb,  U.  S.  Vavy,  focUddlaf 
ftirther  oooperation  with  the  Army  without  inftmctioni^ 

NOBTH  ATLANTIO  SqUADBON, 
Flagship  Malvern^  off  New  Inlet j  December  28^  1864. 
Sib  :  You  will  give  up  the  present  expedition  you  are  on.    It  should 
have  been  given  up  before,  when  you  found  the  Army  were  not  coop- 
erating with  you.    Keturn  and  raise  the  Otsego. 
Do  not  cooperate  with  the  Army  again  until  further  orders  from  me. 
Bespectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


Beport  of  Commander  HarreU,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  Chioopee,  regarding  the 
progreee  of  that  veeeel  np  the  Boanoke  from  Plynumth. 

U.  S.  8.  Chioopeb, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  0.,  December  30, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  upon  my  arrival  at  this  place 
from  Edenton,  [N.  C),  where  I  had  been  on  duty,  I  found  your  order  of 
December  9  directing  me  to  follow  you  up  the  Koanoke  Kiver.  I  got 
the  Chicopee  ready  as  soon  as  possible,  and  joined  you  the  next  day  at 
Jamesville,  where  I  found  the  Otsego  and  tug  Bazely  blown  up  and  sunk 
by  torpedoes,  and  the  boats  of  the  fleet  employed  dragging  and  clear- 
ing the  river  of  the  same.  The  boats  and  officers  of  this  vessel  imme- 
diately joined  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  clearing  the  river. 

During  several  ensuing  days  our  progress  was  necessarily  very  slow, 
every  foot  of  the  river  being  dragged  over,  and  more  than  thirty  tor- 
pedoes found  and  removed  or  expired  in  the  space  of  10  miles.  After 
receiving  on  board  a  number  of  officers  and  men,  being  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  late  IT.  S.  S.  Otsego^  and  having  a  torpedo  scraper  rigged  on  the 
bows,  projecting  some  16  or  20  feet  forward,  I  steamed  up  the  river  with 
the  tug  Delle  to  assist  the  Chicopee,  by  your  order,  and  joined  the  Val- 
ley City,  which  vessel  was  in  advance,  protecting  the  boats  employed 
in  clearing  the  river. 

From  the  15th  until  the  night  of  the  20th  of  December  the  work  of 
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advancing  up  the  river  was  prosecuted  with  unremitted  exertions  by 
all  hands  working  day  and  night,  when  the  nights  were  not  too  dark 
for  that  purpose.  StUl,  our  progress  was  very  slow,  the  river  becoming 
narrow  and  more  narrow,  the  current  stronger,  and  the  bends  more 
nu3ierou8  and  sharper  as  we  advanced. 

Steam  was  of  but  little  use,  it  beiug  impossible  to  steer  the  vessel  in 
that  tortuous  stream ;  we  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  rely  mostly  upon 
hawsers,  which  were  run  out  aud  made  fast  to  trees  on  either  bank  of 
the  river,  and  by  which  we  warped  ahead.  With  all  the  care  that  the 
experienced  pilot,  James  Hobbs,  could  bestow,  the  vessel  was  frequently 
so  jammed  in  the  trees  that  it  required  time  and  great  labor  to  extricate 
her.  About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  just  coming  in  sight  of 
Poplar  Point,  our  boats  were  suddenly  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  concealed  behind  an  embankment.  A  few  rounds 
of  grai>e  and  canister  sent  them  flying  to  the  woods.  At  this  juncture 
you  came  up  in  the  Wyalu9ing  and  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  advanced 
along  the  river  to  clear  the  woods  of  the  enemy.  The  boats  resumed 
tiieir  labor  of  grappling  for  torpedoes,  and  thus  we  moved  up  until 
about  sunset,  when  the  enemy  showed  himself  in  large  numbers  and 
opened  a  heavy  Are,  driving  our  men  back  to  the  vessels,  but  not  until 
they  had  gallantly  returned  his  fire  several  times.  At  the  same  moment 
he  opened  fire  with  his  artillery,  which  was  stationed  on  Poplar  Point. 
The  vessels  instantly  replied,  and  the  firing  was  continued  on  both  sides 
until  it  grew  too  dark  to  distinguish  objects  at  a  short  distance,  sharp- 
shooters hanging  around  and  firing  upon  us  whenever  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity presented  during  the  night.  We  passed  the  night  under  arms. 
During  the  day  of  the  21st  the  enemy  frequently  showed  himself  and 
fired  at  longer  range.  Everybody  under  arms  during  the  day  and  night. 
About  1  o'clock  on  the  22d,  by  your  order,  I  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy's  batteries  situated  on  Poplar  Eidge,  but  failed  to  elicit  a  reply. 
During  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  to  drop  down  the  river,  following 
the  other  vessels.  We  had  scarcely  begun  to  move  before  the  rebel 
batteries  and  riflemen  opened  upon  us  again.  The  rebel  sharpshooters 
were  so  bold  and  pertinacious  upon  the  occasion  that  they  came  openly 
out  witliin  pistol  shot  of  the  vessel.  Grai)e  and  canister,  however,  soon 
dispersed  them,  and  we  were  permitted  to  pursue  our  way  down  the 
river  unmolested. 

Two  weeks  of  more  severe  labor  could  scarcely  be  conceived  than 
those  which  we  have  just  passed  through,  the  oflicers  and  crew  being 
almost  incessantly  engaged  either  in  dragging  for  torpedoes,  working 
anchors  and  hawsers,  or  fighting  the  guns,  and  sometimes  all  at  the 
same  time. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  every  demand  for  continued  and 
renewed  exertion  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to  by  both 
officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  you  the  report  of  the  surgeon,  by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  the  loss  was  small,  which  I,  in  great  measure,  attribute  to  the  excel- 
lent barricade  constructed  with  cotton  bales  and  hammocks  by  the 
executive  officer  (Lieutenant  Walker). 

One  officer  and  3  men  were  wounded  and  1  man  killed.    I  dlso  enclose 
the  report  of  the  gunner,  showing  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  from 
the  9th  (the  day  we  started  up  the  river)  to  the  26th  of  December. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   D.   H  ARRET  J,, 

Commander,  U,  8.  Navy. 
W.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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[Snolosore.] 

XT.  S.  S.  Ohioopes, 
OffPlymouthy  [N.  0.],  December  30, 1864. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  orders  to  rei)ort  the  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel  on  the  20th  of  December.  I  re8i)ectfally  submit  the  following,  viz: 
Joseph  D.  Wells,  acting  master,  gunshot  wound  right  hand. 
John  Curtis,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  in  the  abdomen;  died  in  thirty- 
eight  hours. 
Daniel  Murray,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  in  the  hip. 
Lyman  Langworthy,  landsman,  gunshot  wounds  in  the  foot  and  leg. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  L.  Simpson, 
Acting  Assistant  Burgeon^ 
Oommander  A.  D.  Harbell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chicopee. 


Report  of  Oommander  ICaoomb,  V.  8.  Navy,  tranemitting  report  of  lientenant-Oommante 
ff"g1<«^,  U.  B.  If avy,  Commanding  the  U.  S.  8.  Wjaluing,  regarding  the  part  pozfinrmed  bj 
that  yeeeeL 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
Philadelphiaj  Pa.,  February  20, 1866. 
Admiral  :  I  forward  herewith  the  duplicate  of  the  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Earl  English,  formerly  commanding  the  U.  S.  S. 
Wyalusing,  of  the  part  taken  by  that  vessel  in  the  expedition  up  the 
Boanoke  Kiver,  North  Carolina,  in  December,  1864. 

LieutenantOominander  English  requested  me  to  forward  this  report 
to  you,  in  order  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Department 
and  placed  on  file  with  my  reports  of  the  expedition  referred  to  (dated 
December  11, 1864,  and  December  30, 1864,  Nos.  60  and  78),  the  original 
not  being  on  file  at  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander. 
Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  TJ.  H.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusino, 
Off  Plymouth,  K.  C,  January  31,  1864  [5]. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>ort  that  immediately  ui)on  your  hoisting 
your  divisional  flag  on  board  of  this  vessel  I  got  underway  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  9th  ultimo  and  stood  up  the  Koanoke  River  to  James- 
ville,  at  which  place  I  anchored  at  9 :  20  p.  m. 

While  so  doing,  a  signal  from  this  ship  was  made  to  the  Otsego  to 
anchor,  which  vessel  was  following  next  astern.  She  had  answered  the 
signal  and  was  preparing  to  execute  the  order,  when  two  torpedoes 
exploded  under  her,  with  an  interval  of  a  few  minutes,  sinking  her 
immediately.  Boats  were  straightway  sent,  and  every  assistance  was 
rendered  that  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  next  day 
(the  10th).boats  were  set  to  work  dragging  for  torpedoes,  and  from  the 
number  found  it  became  evident  that  we  would  be  forced  to  drag  the 
whole  river. 

The  guns,  and  every  article  of  value  on  board  of  the  Otsego  that  could 
be  reached,  were  likewise  hoisted  out.  On  the  13th  we  advanced  to 
Cedar  Landing,  18  miles  above  Plymouth,  when  all  the  guns  taken 
from  the  Otsego,  with  the  exce])tion  of  two  IX-inch  which  had  been 
placed  in  battery  on  board  of  this  vessel,  were  transferred  to  a  coal 
schooner  and  sent  to  Plymouth. 
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We  remained  at  Oedar  Landing  till  the  17th^  daring  which  time  the 
boats  continued  dragging  aheaa,  accompanied  by  the  Chicopee  and 
Valley  XHty.  when  we  rejoined  them  between  Williamston  and  Speller's 
Ferry;  up  to  this  time  from  thirty  to  forty  torpedoes  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  river.  On  the  18th  we  advanced  as  far  as  Speller's  Ferry^ 
when  the  owner  was  arrested  on  account  of  his  disloyalty  and  to  pre- 
vent his  giving  the  enemy  information  of  our  movements. 

On  the  19th,  having  received  information  that  torpedoes  were  being 
placed  in  our  rear,  two  boats  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  Fosse^ 
were  dispatched  to  drag  for  them.  They  returned  the  next  morning, 
having  proceeded  to  CedEur  Landing,  but  without  finding  any. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  dragging  party  was  suddenly  fired 
on  from  shore  by  sharpshooters.  The  marines  from  this  vessel  and  the 
Chicapeej  under  command  of  Ensign  Fossett,  were  immediately  dis- 
patched to  clear  the  woods  and  protect  the  boats.  They  soon  captured 
a  prisoner  with  arms,  who  was  sent  on  board.  Nothing  more  happened 
until  late  in  the  day,  when  the  marines  were  fired  on  by  a  body  of  the 
enemy  stationed  in  the  woods  near  Fort  Branch,  and  the  same  time  the 
Valley  City  engaged  a  battery  placed  on  Poplar  Point.  We  closed  up  as 
&8t  as  possible  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  shell  and  grape  till  night 
ended  the  conflict.  Shortly  after  dark  we  were  attacked  by  sharp- 
shooters directly  astern,  which  was  kept  up  for  some  time.  We  finally 
drove  them  with  our  stern  howitzers.  The  next  day  we  were  again 
engaged.  Discovering  that  the  rebels  were  erecting  new  and  more 
extensive  works,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  On  the  22d  it  became  evident  that  no 
adequate  force  could  be  expected,  and  as  it  was  impossible  for  boats  to 
drag  the  river  unless  covered  by  a  strong  body  of  infantry  to  protect 
them  from  sharpshooters  who  concealed  themselves  behind  a  levee 
running  from  Poplar  Point  4  miles  below,  we  determined  to  retire, 
which  was  safely  carried  into  efi'ect,  the  vessels  arriving  at  the  wreck 
of  the  Otsego  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  this  vessel  and  the 
Chicopee  immediately  hauled  alongside  of  her  and  stripped  her  of  every- 
thing that  could  possibly  be  of  value  to  us. 

As  soon  as  the  rebels  perceived  that  it  was  our  intention  to  drop  down 
the  river,  they  opened  on  us  from  another  battery  which  they  had 
hitherto  kept  masked,  which  consisted  of  32-pounders. 

On  the  25th,  it  having  been  determined  to  destroy  what  was  left  of 
the  OtsegOy  in  conjunction  with  the  Chicopee^  I  fired  into  her,  breaking 
the  crank  and  otherwise  disabling  the  machinery  beyond  the  i)ossibility 
of  redemption.  Two  torpedoes  were  exploded  inside  her  engine  room, 
which  produced  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  expedition  was  peculiarly  laborious,  owing  to  the  very  severe 
cold,  and  dragging  for  torpedoes  night  and  day,  which  had  to  be  per- 
formed altogether  in  exposed  boats  against  a  strong  current,  and  also 
to  the  difficulty  of  warping  the  vessels  around  the  narrow  and  intricate 
bends,  which  in  some  cases  occupied  hours. 

The  greatest  credit  is  due  the  officers  and  men,  who  were  necessarily 
subjected  to  much  exposure  and  hardship,  and  the  most  commendable 
zeal  in  performance  of  their  duty  was  exhibited  by  all. 

Everyone  appeared  to  do  his  utmost  to  insure  a  successful  issue  to 
the  expedition. 

Very  respectfhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eabl  English, 
Lieutena/nt- Commander y  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Oommander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  IHstrict  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
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B«port  of  Aoting  AwifUnt  Snigeon  Holiwan,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  the  oMttaltiii  on  board  the 

XT.  S.  S.  Wyalniiiig. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalustno, 
OffPlymouthy  N.  C,  December  31  j  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  list  of 
casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  late  expedition  up  the  Boa- 
noke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Wounded. — Robert  Williams,  landsman,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp, 
caused  by  a  splinter  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant;  doing  welL 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc. 

Samuel  Holman, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  Eabl  English,  17.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Officer. 


B«port  of  lioatonant^Coinmander  Arnold,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  linking  and  deitmetian  of 

the  V.  8.  S.  OUego. 

TJ.  8.  8.  Ohicopee, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  January  1, 1865. 

Sib:  I  respectfhlly  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sinking  of  the 
XT.  S.  S.  Otsegoy  lately  under  my  command,  and  other  information  in 
regard  to  her  and  her  officers  and  crew : 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  ultimo,  at  9: 12  p.  m.,  while  ascending  the 
Roanoke  Biver,  and  forming  a  part  of  an  expedition  then  advancing  u)) 
it,  she  was  struck  by  two  torpedoes  and  sunk  in  thirteen  minutes  ofY 
Jamesville  Bluff,  in  about  2^  fathoms  water,  submerging  entirely  her 
spar  deck. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  lives  were  lost  and  but  few  persons 
injured,  and  they  not  seriously.  The  crew  were  sent  on  board  the  vari- 
ous vessels  of  the  fleet  in  company  with  us,  myself,  the  officers,  and  the 
marine  guard  remaining  by  the  ship  during  the  night,  saving  and  send- 
ing away  such  things  as  could  be  got  at. 

The  next  day  the  Wyalusing,  the  senior  officer's  ship,  hauled  along- 
side of  the  Otsego  and  took  her  battery  on  board. 

On  the  11th,  by  order  of  Commander  Macomb,  I  mounted  two 
24-pounder  howitzers  and  one  20pounder  rifle  on  the  hurricane  deck, 
placed  our  galley  there,  spread  awnings  for  the  protection  of  the  men. 
provided  arms  and  ammunition,  and  with  8  officers  and  30  men  remainea 
on  board  the  wrecked  vessel  to  keep  her  from  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands  and  to  act  as  a  lookout  u])on  that  part  of  the  river,  and  so  far 
as  lay  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  annoying  our  vessels 
passing  and  repassing  or  from  planting  batteries  upon  Jamesville  Bluff 
while  the  fleet  ascended  the  river  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the 
expedition. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the  fleet  having  returned,  the  Wyalusing 
and  the  Chicopee  came  alongside  and  commenced  stripping  ship  and 
removing  everything  out  of  her  that  could  be  got  at.  On  that  even- 
ing, by  verbal  order  of  Commander  Macomb,  I  left  the  Otsego  and  took 
up  my  quarters  on  board  the  Chicopee,  the  officers  and  men  being  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  next  day  the  work  of  her  destruction  commenced  by  the  firing 
of  solid  shot  into  her  engine  and  boilers  on  the  part  of  the  two  vessels 
Just  mentioned;  but  as  the  Chicopee  was  ordered  to  Plymouth,  I  did 
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noty  in  ooDsequenoe,  witness  it  entirely.  The  Otsego  is  now  entirely 
destroyed.  Her  officers  and  crew  have  been  disposed  of  by  Commander 
Macomb,  and  the  list  of  all  articles  saved  belonging  to  her  has  been 
sent  to  him. 

I  take  great  pleasore  in  testifying  to.  the  good  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  from  the  time  of  her  sinking  until  her  abaudoument. 

Almost  all  the  crew  have  lost  their  clothing.  1  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  officers  of  the  Otsego^  if  possible,  may  be  given  a  short  leave 
of  absence,  sufficiently  long  to  enable  them  to  provide  themselves  with 
clothing  and  other  articles  necessary  to  their  comfort  on  board  ship,  as 
they  lost,  some  of  them,  all,  and  others  the  most,  of  their  clothing. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 

Lieutenant'  Commander, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Betdled  report  of  Commmndor  Kaoomb,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  ezpeditioii. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouthj  N.  C,  December  30, 1864. 

Admibal:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following,  report  of  the 
exx)edition  up  the  Boanoke  Kiver  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  1st 
instant: 

In  my  No.  60,  dated  December  11,  which  was  sent  you  by  Acting 
First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  C.  Midlam,  chief  engineer  of  the 
Otsego  J I  gave  a  full  account  of  the  progress  of  the  expedition  up  to  that 
date,  including  the  destruction  of  the  Otsego  and  Bazely  by  torpedoes. 

After  this  it  became  necessary  to  drag  the  river  ahead  of  the  vessels 
with  small  boats,  which,  of  course,  rendered  the  passage  up  the  river 
extremely  tedious,  not  allowing  us  to  make  more  than  6  miles  per  day. 

In  this  manner  we  advanced  about  8  miles  above  Jamesville  before 
finding  any  more  topedoes,  but  here  we  came  on  another  nest  of  them. 
This  was  on  the  14th  instant,  and  all  through  that  day  the  boats  were 
engaged  dragging  out  the  torpedoes,  of  which  they  found  twenty-one 
at  this  point. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  movements 
of  the  army  forces  of  the  expedition  up  to  this  time. 

The  arrangement  between  myself  and  Colonel  Jones  Frankle,  Second 
Massachusetts  Artillery,  commanding  the  land  forces,  was  that  we 
were  to  communicate  at  Jamesville,  Williamston,  and  other  places  on 
the  way,  but  being  ignorant  of  the  time  it  would  necessarily  take  to 
get  vessels  of  this  class  up  a  narrow  and  tortuous  river  like  the  Koan- 
oke,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  move  very  fast 
to  keep  us  from  overtaking  and  passing  him,  and  on  arriving  at  James- 
ville before  the  gunboats  he  did  not  wait  for  us,  but  pushed  on,  think- 
ing that  we  would  catch  up  to  him  soon  enough.  The  consequence  of 
this  was  that  he  reached  the  bluff  on  the  third  day  after  leaving  Ply- 
mouth, while  we  were  struggling  up  the  river,  dragging  night  and  day 
to  clear  out  the  torpedoes. 

On  arriving  at  the  bluff  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  works  Colonel 
Frankle  decided  that  as  the  gunboats  had  not  yet  got  up,  and  as  he  was 
short  of  ammunition  and  ])rovJsions,  his  transports  from  which  he 
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had  expected  to  be  supplied  being  with  as,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
risk  an  assault  on  the  enemy's  works,  being  ignorant  of  their  force. 
In  this  opinion  he  was  supported  by  Brigiulier-General  Wild,  who  had 
gone  with  the  colonel  as  volunteer.  Accordingly  they  fell  back  to 
Jamesville,  where  they  notified  me  of  their  arrival  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  colonel  came  up  to  the  place  where  we  were  at  that  time,  called 
Oedar  Landing,  and  proposed  that  in  advancing  again  we  should  pur- 
sue a  new  plan,  which  was  that  he  should  land  his  forces  on  the  north 
i Bertie  County)  side  of  the  river,  push  on  up  to  Edwards  Perry,  where 
le  would  destroy  the  rebel  ironclad  and  then  return,  meeting  the  gun- 
boats at  Speller's  Ferry  or  Poplar  Point.  This  plan  seemed  feasible 
and  was  adopted,  but  when  the  colonel  returned  to  Jamesville  to  pre- 
pare for  crossing  his  troops  over  the  river,  he  was  informed  by  his 
surgeon  that  most  of  his  men  were  sick  or  frost-bitten,  they  having 
started  without  proper  shoes,  et<^.,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  thaS 
they  should  return  to  Plymouth  to  recruit,  which  they  did.  After  tbis 
it  was  understood  that  the  land  force  would  advance  again  as  soon  as 
the  men  were  sufficiently  recruited,  and  that  in  the  meantime  we 
should  continue  up  the  river,  they  joining  us  before  we  reached  Rain- 
bow Bluflf. 

We  pushed  on  up  the  river  as  before,  dragging  all  the  way  until  the 
20th,  when,  about  7  miles  below  Bainbow,  our  dragging  party  were  fired 
on  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  bank,  and  1  man  killed  and  an 
officer  and  3  others  wounded.  The  officer  was  Acting  Master  Joseph  D. 
Wells,  of  the  Ohicopee.  The  Valley  City,  which  vessel  was  kept  close 
behind  the  boats  to  protect  them  from  an  attack  of  this  kind,  immedi- 
ately opened  fire  on  the  place  where  the  rebels  had  been  seen,  for  the 
woods  were  too  thick  to  allow  us  to  see  the  men,  and  drove  them  off. 

Dragging  in  the  boats  now  became  a  very  dangerous  operation ;  nev- 
erthc4ess  it  must  be  done  or  we  could  proceed  no  farther.  When  we 
started  ahead  again  in  the  afternoon  I  landed  the  marines  under  com- 
mand of  Acting  Ensign  L.  H.  Fossett,  of  the  Wyalusing^  to  act  as 
skirmishers,  keeping  opposite  to  the  boats  and  under  cover  of  the  Valley 
City^s  guns.  We  advanced  this  way  about  3  miles,  when  we  came  to  a 
place  where  the  river  curved  toward  a  high  ridge  of  land  which  had 
been  in  sight  for  some  time  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  but  some  dis- 
tance off.  At  this  point  the  marines  were  fired  on  by  a  large  number 
of  the  enemy  hid  in  the  surrounding  woods.  Our  men  fell  back  till 
they  reached  a  levee  which  skirted  the  river,  under  cover  of  which  they 
made  their  way  to  the  ships  and  were  taken  off.  All  this  time  the  Vall^ 
City  was  shelling  over  their  heads,  and  very  soon  the  enemy  opened 
with  a  battery  from  the  top  of  the  ridge,  to  which  the  Valley  City 
replied,  as  did  also  the  Chicopecj  which  vessel  came  up  at  that  time.  Mr. 
John  E.  Lewis,  late  pilot  of  the  Otsego,  whom  I  had  ordered  on  board 
the  Valley  City  on  temporary  duty,  was  killed  at  this  time  by  a  Mini6 
ball,  which  passed  through  his  head,  and  1  man  on  the  Valley  City  was 
wounded. 

This  was  the  time  for  the  land  force  to  have  been  at  hand  to  clear 
the  enemy  from  the  river  banks  so  that  we  could  continue  dragging, 
but  their  supplies  had  not  been  sent  to  them  from  New  Berne,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Shamrock  (which  vessel  was  left  to 
guard  Plymouth)  to  subsist  their  men  until  they  should  receive  their 
supplies. 

Thus,  here  we  were,  with  nothing  to  do  butto  wait,  for  it  was  impossible 
to  drag  the  river  as  long  as  the  woods  on  the  banks  continued  full  of 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  we  could  not  dislodge  them  without  a 
land  force. 


NOBTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        179 

DuriDg  the  mght  of  the20tli  we  were  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  who  lay 
on  the  bank  under  cover  of  the  levee  aud  fired  on  us  with  musketry, 
and  it  was  only  after  shelling  for  some  time  and  throwing  away  a  great 
deal  of  grape  aud  canister  that  we  could  drive  them  off.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  not  having  heard  anything  from  the  enemy^s  battery, 
though  we  had  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  it  that  morning,  I  determined  to 
send  the  Valley  City  around  the  bend  (as  far  as  the  boats  had  dragged) 
to  see  if  they  had  not  taken  their  guns  away,  knowing  that  if  they  had 
not  they  would  fire  on  her.  She  got  underway  and  was  rounding  the 
point,  her  bows  only  being  visible  beyond,  when  the  enemy  opend  on 
her  with  a  new  battery,  which  must  have  been  thrown  up  during  the 
night,  only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant,  and  fired  four'shots  before  she 
could  drop  back  again,  three  of  which  struck  her;  one  of  them,  a  shell, 
bursting  in  the  pilot  house,  killed  2  men  and  wounded  the  pilot  and  1 
other.  They  had  got  the  range  of  the  point  previously,  for  Acting 
Master  Brooks,  of  the  Valley  City^  saw  the  man  walk  up  to  the  gun  and 
pull  the  lock  string  without  taking  aim. 

After  this  we  threw  some  lOOpounder  shell  at  the  battery  over  the 
woods,  but  it  was  so  screened  by  the  trees  that  we  could  only  see  from 
the  tops  the  smoke  which  rose  from  their  guns,  and  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  damage  we  did.  During  the  day  we  were  fired  on 
from  the  woods,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  the  rebels  working  on  the 
top  of  the  ridge  not  more  than  1,000  yards  from  where  we  lay.  We 
threw  some  shell  at  them  and  made  them  stop  their  work  for  a  while, 
but  as  soon  as  we  stopped  they  began  again.  It  was  evident  that  they 
were  planting  a  battery  at  this  i>oint,  and  as  we  could  do  no  good  where 
we  were,  I  dropped  into  the  next  reach,  where  we  lay  for  the  night  out 
of  sight  from  the  ridge. 

Up  to  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  we  had  no  news  of  the  army's  advance, 
and  during  the  last  few  days  the  enemy  had  been  largely  reinforced, 
probably  by  the  forces  accumulated  to  opposeGeneral  Warren's  advaTice 
on  Weldon,  N.  0.  I  was  informed  by  contrabands,  citizens,  and  a  pris- 
oner whom  we  captured,  that  the  reoels  had  8,000  men  at  and  about 
Rainbow,  and  from  the  numbers  that  swarmed  on  the  banks  on  all  sides 
I  should  judge  that  this  report  was  not  much  exaggerated.  It  was  evi- 
dent, then,  that  even  should  Colonel  Frankle  bring  up  his  1,000  or  1,500 
men,  they  could  not  succeed  in  driving  from  a  strong  position  a  force 
so  much  superior  to  their  own.  But  as  long  as  the  enemy  held  the 
banks  of  the  river,  I  would  be  unable  to  drag  in  open  boats  for  torpedoes, 
which  I  was  informed  from  all  quarters  were  laid  in  this  part  of  the  river, 
and  consequently  could  not  advance  with  the  gunboats.  Had  not  the 
torpedoes  prevented  our  advance  we  could  have  run  past  the  batteries, 
though  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  warp  the  vessel  up  the  river.  1 
therefore  determined  to  fall  back.  I  sent  picket  boat  No.  5  ahead  with 
a  request  that  Colonel  Frankle  would  send  a  force  from  Plymouth  to 
hold  the  bluff  at  Jamesville  till  we  should  have  passed  down,  as  this 
point  could  have  been  fortified  with  a  few  fieldpieces  so  as  to  give  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  passing.  On  her  way  down  No.  5  met  an  army 
transport  with  a  few  hundred  men  on  their  way  to  Williamston,  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  which  they  delivered  my  letter  to  Colonel  Frankle, 
and  the  transport  ac(  ordiugly  landed  the  men  at  Jamesville,  as  I 
requested. 

We  dropped  down  the  river  all  night,  and  anchored  near  morning 
above  some  sharp  bends  about  a  mile  from  Speller's.  In  the  afternoon, 
when  we  commenced  dropping  down  the  river,  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters followed  us  about  6  miles,  and  we  had  to  keep  up  at  intervals  a 
heavy  fire  of  grai)e  and  canister  to  drive  them  off. 


180        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

The  next  moruiDg,  23d,  we  commeuced  dropping  again,  and  about 
midnight  we. reached  Jamesville.  The  passage  down  the  river  was 
effected  with  much  less  difficulty  than  anyone  expected,  judging  from 
the  difficulty  of  the  ascent,  but  it  required  the  strictest  attention  and 
the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  pilots.  All  hands  were  on  deck  all 
the  time,  except  for  two  or  three  hours  when  we  lay  at  night  above 
Speller's  Ferry,  and  boats  were  kept  constantly  alongside  ready  to  take 
out  hawsers. 

All  through  the  expedition  we  had  to  contend  with  the  ^eatest  diffi- 
culties, and  the  failure  to  accomplish  the  object  mentioned  inyour  letter 
of  the  1st  can  not  be  attributed  to  any  fault  of  ours.  Had  we  not 
encountered  the  torpedoes,  the  expedition  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
successful,  for  we  should  have  reached  the  bluff  before  the  enemy  had  been 
reinforced,  and  we  could  easily  have  driven  the  few  troops  then  in  the 
batteries  from  their  guns.  But  from  what  I  heard  of  General  Palmer's 
orders  from  General  Butler,  I  should  judge  that  one,  at  least,  of  the 
objects  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  which  was  also  an  object  of 
General  Warren's  raid,  namely,  to  occupy  the  enemy's  troops  to  prevent 
him  from  sending  forces  to  the  South  against  Sherman. 

During  the  whole  time  we  have  been  up  the  river,  two  weeks,  the 
officers  and  men  have  been  continually  engaged  in  the  most  arduous 
duties  and  have  always  been  prompt  and  cheerful  in  their  performance. 

On  the  night  succeeding  our  arrival  at  Jamesville  an  explosion  was 
heard  up  the  river,  which  I  at  first  feared  to  be  a  torpedo  exploded  by 
the  Chicopee^  but  on  sending  up  to  find  out,  everything  was  found  nght 
with  that  ship,  and  she  had  fired  no  gun,  nor  had  any  other  vessel.  The 
report  must  therefore  have  been  caused  by  a  torpedo  which  the  enemy 
exploded  while  trying  to  sink  it  in  the  river,  supposing  that  we  had  not 
yet  passed  down,  or  to  prevent  us  from  reascending. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  make  some  disposition  of  the  OtsegOj 
either  to  attempt  to  raise  her  and  recover  her  engine,  or  to  destroy  her 
so  effectually  that  the  rebels  could  make  no  use  of  her.  I  therefore 
called  a  board  of  officers  to  decide  the  question,  who  determined  that 
it  would  be  most  expedient  to  destroy  her,  as  she  could  not  be  raised 
without  the  heights  at  Jamesville  were  held  by  our  forces  during  the 
operation,  which  Colonel  Frankle  affirmed  could  not  be  done  by  the 
available  forces  in  this  district  against  the  force  which  the  enemy  might 
bring  against  it,  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  surrounding  country. 
I  enclose  a  report  of  the  board,  and  also  Colonel  Frankle's  certificate. 

On  the  25th  instant,  after  I  had  taken  everything  out  of  the  Otsego 
that  could  be  reached  in  her  condition — her  battery  and  a  large  number  of 
articles,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  list — the  Chicopee  hauled  along- 
side of  her  and  fired  solid  shot,  aiming  at  her  machinery,  which  was 
much  damaged  thereby,  though  almost  entirely  submerged.  After  the 
Chicopee  ceased,  the  Wyalttsing  went  alongside  and  continued  the 
destruction  till  everything  visible  was  broken.  The  wheels  were 
knocked  to  pieces,  one  end  of  the  shaft  broken  off,  the  machinery  about 
the  valve  chest  badly  broken,  and  the  crank  smashed.  After  this  I 
exploded  about  100  pounds  of  powder  near  the  valves  by  sinking  it 
through  the  valve  hatch  near  the  condenser,  and  another  barrel  contain- 
ing about  300  pounds  was  blown  up  in  the  fire  room  between  the  boilers. 
When  the  destruction  was  thus  rendered  as  complete  as  possible,  she 
was  set  on  fire. 

We  then  got  underway  and  ran  down  to  Pljnnouth. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  extreme 

difBcnlty  attending  the  passage  up  this  river  by  vessels  of  this  class. 

The  river  is  so  tor^ous  that  they  are  unable  to  ftt/^am  up^  b\it  hav^  to 
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proceed  by  sending  oat  hawsers  to  the  trees  to  swing  aroand  the  bends, 
the  current  being  too  strong  to  permit  a  tag  to  tow  them  ap.  More- 
over, it  is  so  narrow  (not  exceeding  70  yards  in  anyplace  above  James- 
ville)  that  these  vessels  have  not  room  to  spring  aroand  to  bring  their 
batteries  to  bear^  and  shoald  it  become  necessary  to  fire  ap  a  reach 
they  can  only  spring  aroand  safficiently  to  bring  their  forward  guns 
to  bear.  The  class  of  vessels  most  appropriate  for  this  river  is,  as  I 
bave  before  stated,  the  large  ferryboats  like  the  Commodore  Barney, 
These  vessels  can  bring  their  whole  battery  (which  is  nearly  as  heavy 
as  that  of  this  vessel)  to  bear  directly  ahead  and  astern ;  and  moreover, 
not  being  as  long  as  the  doableenders,  tbey  can,  in  most  cases,  steam 
aroand  the  bends  without  the  help  of  hawsers. 

Before  this  expedition  it  was  not  thought  practicable  by  any  of  the 
pilots  here  to  ascend  this  river  with  double-enders,  and  I  will  venture 
to  assert  that  the  operation  of  taking  vessels  250  feet  long  (the  neces- 
sary appendage  of  torpedo  catchers  making  25  feet  more  length)  up 
such  a  river  as  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  on  record  in  the  navsd 
history  of  this  war.  The  vessels  were  frequently  swept  by  the  current 
fwrly  in  among  the  trees,  their  branches  entangling  our  rigging,  and 
carrying  away  rails,  etc.  Each  of  the  vessels  lost  three  torpedo  catchers 
in  this  way. 

The  cx>mmanding  officers.  Commander  [A.  D.lHarrell,  Lieutenant-Oom- 
mander  [Earl]  English,  Acting  Masters  [J.  A.  J.l  Brooks,  [H.  H.]  Foster, 
and  [J.  G.]  Green,  and  Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Gnapman,  behaved  in  the 
most  commendable  manner,  as  did  also  the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command.  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold,  although  not  able  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  operations  above  Jamesville,  was  necessarily  left 
in  a  very  embarrassing  xxosition  on  board  the  wreck  of  his  vessel  with 
a  portion  of  his  crew  and  a  few  officers. 

Acting  Master  Brooks,  of  the  Valley  City,  deserves  my  special  notice 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  operations  of  drag- 
ging the  river. 

Lieutenant-Commander  English,  on  whose  vessel  I  hoisted  the  divi- 
sional officer's  pennant,  has  my  thanks  for  his  efficient  services  in  the 
capacity,  as  it  were,  of  fleet  captain. 

The  casualties  during  the  expedition  were:  Otsego,  1  man  wounded 
by  explosion  of  torpedo;  Bazely,  2  men  killed;  Chicopee,  1  man  killed 
and  an  officer  and  3  men  wounded;  Wyalusing,  1  man  wounded;  Valley 
City,  1  officer  killed,  2  men  killed,  and  1  officer  and  2  men  wounded. 
Total,  6  killed  and  9  wounded. 

The  losses  would  have  been  much  greater  had  not  the  vessels,  by  my 
order,  made  breastworks  around  their  hurricane  decks  and  other  exposed 
parts,  of  cotton  bales  f  which  had  been  captured  a  short  time  previous 
by  the  Chieopee)  and  tne  men's  bags  and  hammocks,  which  protected 
us  from  the  rifle  balls. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comdg,  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  Daved  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Heabquabtbbs  Abky  of  Kobthebn  YmaiNTA, 

December  23,1B64, 

Cteneral  Leventborpe  reports  the  enemy  attempted,  oxv  t^i^'^V^^^^^A 
land  a  force  at  Poplar  Point,  3  miles  from  Fort  Brandci,  0TL\3Kie^'B^«»»si^^» 
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The  attacking  party  consisted  of  three  gunboats  and  barges  loaded 
with  troops.  After  a  combat  of  three  hours  they  were  repulsed  with 
loss.  The  attack  was  renewed  on  21st  and  their  skirmishers  landed, 
which  were  attacked  and  driven  to  the  boats.  The  gunboats  have 
resumed  the  position  they  occupied  previous  to  their  attempt  to  land 
troops  at  Poplar  Point. 

B.  E.  Lee. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquartebs  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  23^  1864. 
General  Leventhorpe  reports  that  he  attacked  the  enemy's  gunboats 
yesterday  oflF  Poplar  Point  and  drove  them  away.  Our  infantry  kept 
up  and  fought  them  with  determination  for  4  miles.  Colonel  Whitfoitl, 
who  behaved  with  great  gallantry  on  the  occasion,  was  slightly 
wounded. 

B.  E.  Lee. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Monroe,  Va.,  December  10^  1864 — 3:30  p.  m. 

(Received  4  p,  m.) 
We  would  like  some  more  men,  about  200,  at  once,  to  fill  up  dis- 
charged men's  places.    They  can  follow  us  down.    Mostly  seamen  and 
ordinary  seamen. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

AsHstant  Secretary  Navy, 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Boads,  December  10^  1864. 

(Received  2:45  p.  m.) 
We  are  very  much  in  want  of  men.    Only  175  of  the  800  required 
have  come.    Will  you  please  send  some  at  once  for  the  James  River 
division! — about  150 — and  the  rest  for  the  other    portioiis    of  the 
squadron. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  LicMtenant  Dennison^  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing U.  S.  S,  Cherolceej  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer 
Emma  Henry. 

U.  8.  S.  Cherokee, 
TJ.  8.  Naval  Station^  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  December  10, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
In  latitude  30©  53'  N.,  longitude  77o  16'  W.,  sighted  black  smoke 
bearing  W.  N.  W.    By  keeping  in  the  ann  glare  I  managed  to  approach 
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within  5  miles  of  a  steamer  onperceived;  the  stranger  was  heading  to 
the  eastward,  bat  upon  seeing  us  be  turned  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward; as  I  gained  upon  him  rapidly  he  turned  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  Thinking  I  was  in  range  I  fired  two  shots;  finding  they 
fell  short  discontinued  the  fire.  As  I  was  still  gaining  he  hauled  to  the 
eastward  and  made  sail,  which  increased  his  speed  and  equalized  the 
cluise.  The  wind  was  strong  from  the  northeast  and  a  very  rough  sea 
running.  I  carried  all  sail  I  had.  At  11:40  he  shortened  sail  and 
headed  to  the  northward  and  stopped.  At  12  m.  I  was  alongside  and 
took  possession  of  the  English  blockade  runner  Emma  Henry^  with  600 
bales  of  cotton.  As  her  feeA  pumps  would  not  work,  I  took  her  in  tow 
for  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  where  I  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant. 
There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Dennison, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commoting  Cherokee. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington  Cityj  D.  O. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutena/nt  Dennisonj  U.  8.  l^avy,  commend- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  captured  steamer  Emma  Henry. 

U.  S.  S.  Ohbbokeb, 
J7.  8.  Naval  Station^  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  December  12, 1864. 
Sm:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  captain 
and  officers  of  the  steamer  Emma  Henry  conducted  themselves  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  at  the  time  and  since  the  capture.  The  cap- 
tain prevented  the  crew  from  defacing  the  vessel  or  destroying  the 
property  on  board.  The  chief  engineer  has  used  every  exertion  and 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  getting  the  steamer  ready  for  sea. 

As  the  conduct  of  these  officers  is  so  different  from  what  I  have 
seen  in  other  captures,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Dennison, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Bear-Admiral  Davtd  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Beads,  Va. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  comnumda/nt  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Cambridge. 

Off  Norfolk,  December  10, 1864. 
SiB:  Just  before  the  Cambridge  is  ready  tor  sea,  you  will  please 
apply  to  the  Department  to  fill  her  up  with  her  complement  of  officers, 
as  I  have  been  obliged  to  take  most  all  of  hers  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
squadron.  When  she  is  all  ready  for  sea,  she  will  proceed  and  report 
to  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davxd  D.  Pobteb, 

Bear-Admirals 
Oaptain  John  M.  Bebbien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Schenoky  U.  8. 
JJTavyj  regarding  the  U.  8.  8,  Ta^nmy, 

Hampton  Boads,  December  lOy  1864. 
OoMMODORB:  The  Ta^cony  is  hereby  assigned   temporarily  to  your 
divisiou  in  place  of  the  Mattahesetty  ordered  to  the  soands,  and  the 
commanding  officer  has  been  directed  to  conform  to  general  orders. 
Bespectfolly,  yours, 

David  D,  Portbr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  J.  F.  Sohenok, 

Oomma/nding  Third  DimsioUj  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Quest j  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  contraband  trade  in 

the  Nansemond  River. 

U.  8.  8.  losoo, 
Nansem^ond  River^  December  lOj  1864. 
CoMMODORB :  I  am  here  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  you.  I  got  the 
8a88aons  here  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  landing  our  men  to 
examine  the  shores  of  the  river,  but  the  fog  is  so  thick  that  I  have 
postponed  the  expedition,  believing  it  to  be  unsafe  to  send  my  men 
beyond  the  cover  of  the  guns  of  this  vessel. 

I  have  boarded  a  great  number  of  small  vessels,  all  having  a  permit 
from  the  provost-marshal,  by  order  of  General  Butler,  ^<to  fish  and  oys 
ter,  and  carry  provisions  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Nansemond."  Some 
of  these  vessels  are  not  provided  with  the  ordinary  appliances  for  fish- 
ing, and  I  believe  there  is  an  extensive  contraband  trade  going  on  and 
information  furnished  to  the  enemy.  I  heard  from  a  bona  fide  oyster- 
man  that  rebel  scouts  are,  or  were,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nansemond 
day  before  yesterday.  There  is  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  commu- 
nication with  the  left  as  well  as  the  right  bank  so  long  as  these  per- 
mits are  granted. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  permission  to  disregard  these  permits 
and  to  blockade  this  river  strictly  and  to  break  up  this  business 
altogether. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Gubst, 
Commander^  Commanding  U,  8.  8.  Iosco. 
Oommodore  H.  K.  Thatohbr, 

Comdg.  IstDiv.  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 

Senior  Officer ^  Hampton  Roads. 


[TelefEiam.] 

Navy  Dbparthent,  December  11^  1864. 
Orders  sent  to  New  York  for  all  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  they 
have.    Dictator  leaves  New  York  to-morrow. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  PoRTBR.  XJ.  8.  Navy, 

Oomdg.  JTorth  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Sqttodron,  Hampton  Boad«. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter y  U.  8.  Navy^  to  First  Assistant  Ungineer 
Layj  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8,  8.  8puyten  Duyvily  to  proceed  up 
the  James  River. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  llj  1664. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  8pnyten  Duyvil 
up  James  River  and  report  to  Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  commanding 
Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiral. 
First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  L.  Lay, 

Commanding  Spuyten  Duyvil. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Kavy^  to  Captain  Olisson,  TJ.  8. 
Navy  J  to  convoy  the  monitor  Mahopac  to  Beaufort^  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  ll^  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  Mahopac  to  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
squadron  if  you  can  not  go  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8antia^o  de  Cuba. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Potter^  v.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  MahopaCj  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort^  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
8antiago  de  Cuba,  and  fill  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay, 
working  night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
lieutenant-Commander  £.  £.  Potter, 

Commoting  U.  8.  8.  Mahopac,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  8ands,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  convoy  the  monitor  Monadnock  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  ll,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  MonadnocJc  to  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
squadron  if  you  can  not  get  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

ReaT-AAmxToX, 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Vommanding  U.  S.  8.  Fort  Jackson^  Hampton  Roods* 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,    U.  8.  JV^flry,  to  Commander  Parrottj 
U.  8.  Navy^  eommandintj  F.  S.  S.  MonadnoelCj  to  proceed  to  Beaufortj 

if.  c» 

Hampton  Roads,  December  lly  1864. 
Sir:  Yoa  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
Fort  Jackson,  and  till  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay,  working 
night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-AdmiriU. 
Commander  K.  (i.  Parrott, 

U.  «S.  8.  Monadnovky  Hampton  Roade. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Naty^  to  Commander  Trenekard^ 
l\  S.  Navy,  to  convoy  the  monitor  Canonicue  to  Beaufortj  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11^  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  CanonictM  to  Beaufort,  N.  O., 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
S(|Uudron  if  you  can  not  go  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dayid  D.  Porteb, 

Rear-Admirak 
Oommander  S.  1).  Trench ard. 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rliode  Inlandj  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Uvlknap,  U.  8.  JVary,  commanding  U,  8.  8.  CanonicuSj  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  ii,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
Hhode  TnUind  and  fill  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay,  working 
night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  CanonicuSj  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navyj  to  Commander  Ouestj  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8,  loscoj  to  proceed  to  Beaufortj  N.  C, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  Jfi,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Iosco  to  Beaufort,  taking  advantage 
of  a  smooth  time  after  this  wind  abates,  and  remain  there  till  further 
orders.    The  8assacus  goes  down  there  and  you  can  keep  company  with 
her  if  you  ai)prehend  that  your  vessel  might  require  assistance. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Oommander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  &  ^  ia«a« 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADBON.        187 

Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander 
Ma^ombj  U.  S,  Kavy,  regarding  the  execution  of  Treasury  regulations 
relative  to  trade. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8,  Flagship  Malvern^  Hampton  Roads,  December  11  j  1864. 

Sir:  The  late  Treasury  regalations  make  some  new  arrangements 
with  regard  to  trade. 

The  only  thing  required  from  you  is  to  abstain  from  any  interference 
in  the  permits  granted  by  legal  representatives  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. You  will  recognize  these  permits  when  they  are  signed  by  Gen- 
erals Butler  or  Shepley,  commanding  in  the  District  of  North  Carolina, 
taking  care  that  no  attempts  to  intr^uce  contraband  of  war  among  the 
rebels  are  successful.  The  object  of  the  law  is  to  enable  persons  to 
bring  out  the  products  of  the  country,  and,  as  thQ  military  commander 
of  the  district  is  responsible  for  the  character  of  the  persons  who  trade 
within  the  lines  occupied  by  our  troops,  his  name  must  be  considered 
as  ample  security  for  the  loyalty  of  the  parties  concerned. 

In  these  matters  you  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  proper  courtesy  due 
to  the  commanders  of  the  district  in  which  trade  is  allowed.  There  are 
many  persons,  though,  who  are  so  avaricious  and  regardless  of  the  harm 
they  may  do  our  cause,  that  they  will  not  hesitate  to  violate  the  law  and 
carry  stores  of  all  kinds  to  the  rebels.  Whenever  you  meet  with  such 
cases,  don't  hesitate  to  seize  the  property  and  also  the  persons  of  the 
individuals  engaged  in  illegal  traffic,  which  is  when  they  go  beyond  the 
permit  granted  by  the  Treasurjr. 

A  Treasury  agent  has  no  nght  to  grant  permits  to  trade,  beyond 
bringing  out  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  products  of  the  country,  and 
you  must  examine  carefully  the  papers  of  all  persons  who  are  found 
purchasing  in  your  district.  All  boats  and  parcels  are  subject  to 
search,  and  you  will  use  the  authority  you  have  for  that  purpose. 
Cotton  and  tobacco  belonging  to  Confederate  authority,  or  to  persons 
employed  in  arms  against  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  seizure  by  the 
vessels  under  your  command,  and  can  be  sent  into  court  and  informed 
on,  as  follows,  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which  they  are  sent: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  against  (so  mncli  merchandise)  the  property  of  A.  B. 
(rebel  officer  or  rebel  authority),  which  yon  will  please  libel  and  proceed  against 
according  to  law.    I  herewith  enclose  yon  a  statement  of  aU  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  capture. 
Bespectfully,  etc. 

If  you  detect  any  Treasury  agent  granting  permits  for  articles  con- 
traband of  war,  or  in  any  way  liable  to  be  used  by  the  Confederates  in 
arms,  you  will  report  him  to  me  and  I  will  report  the  matter  to  the 
Department. 

Any  vessel  or  boat  caught  trading,  or  going  within  the  enemy's  lines, 
will  be  seized,  permit  or  no  permit. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Davxd  D.  Pobtbb, 
Bear-Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlo/ntio  SqucuLron 

Commander  W.  H.  Magomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron . 
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Dou't  fail  in  getting  them  off  at  the  right  time.    Take  any  tags  yon 
can  find  to  tow  them  to  where  they  can  make  sail. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

B^ar-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Fleet  Ordnance  Officer ,  Flagship  Malvern^  Hampton  Eoads, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker,  U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Saeoj  to  proceed  with  the 
squadron  to  Beaufort,  N.  C 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  December  12, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Atlanta  dM 
guard  papers  and  orders  and  will  prepare  to  sail  with  the  squadron. 

You  will  go  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  await  the  sailing  of  the  vessels 
from  that  place  to  join  in  the  coming  fight. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8a^o,  Hampton  Roods,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy- 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  vessels  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  12, 1864. 
Captain  :  As  I  will  not  have  a  chance  to  see  you  again,  I  wish  to 
request  that  as  fast  as  the  repairs  on  the  vessels  at  the  yard,  which 
belong  at  Beaufort,  are  finished,  that  you  will  send  them  down  to 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmirdL 
Captain  John  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Allen,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 1.  N.  8eymour. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  York  River  and  report  to  commanding 
officer  there  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer  I.  N.  Seymour, 

Hampton  Boads. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  Fifth  Divisiony 
regarding  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  8.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landingj  James  River j  December  llj  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  visited  all  the  vessels  iu  James  River, 
in  obedience  to  yonr  order  by  telegraph  of  the  8th  iustant,  received  by 
me  at  4: 30  o'clock  p.  m.,  going  down  the  river  in  the  tugboat  Epsilon. 
I  foaud  the  different  vessels  at  their  stations,  and  read  to  the  com- 
manders of  them  your  telegraphic  dispatch  ei\joining  them  to  keep  on 
the  alert  to  row  guard  and  to  take  other  useful  precautions  to  keep 
the  police  of  the  river.  I  found  the  crews  of  nearly  all  the  vessels 
deficient  in  men,  particularly  in  firemen  and  coal  heavers. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  an  efficient  gunboat  should  be  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Powhatan,  which  is  now  unguarded,  and  at  least  two 
vessels  should  be  kept  at  Deep  Bottom,  which,  with  HaxalPs  Landing, 
are  the  most  vital  points  on  the  river. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  Blake,  of  the  Eutaw^  reports  that  the  enemy 
attacked  our  line  at  Deep  Bottom  yesterday  and  captured  some  of  our 
pickets,  but  that  he  shelled  them  and  disabled  one  of  his  100-pounder 
Parrott  guns  in  the  action.  The  gun  was  disabled  at  the  vent,  and  I 
propose  to  send  it  down  in  the  Phlox  for  repairs.  No  wooden  vessels 
could  pass  Fort  Powhatan  if  the  rebels  get  possession  of  it,  as  it  forms 
a  natural  gateway  to  the  river. 

I  found  the  Hunchback  and  the  Daylight  cruising  between  White 
Shoal  light-house  and  Point  of  Shoals,  as  you  had  directed  in  a  former 
telegram,  but  returned  to  City  Point  in  the  Hunchback  as  she  was  in 
want  of  coal.  I  have  stationed  this  vessel  near  the  Eutaw^  as  Lieutenant- 
Oommander  Blake  said  it  was  important  to  have  some  support  in  case 
of  attack.  The  Mendota^  Commodore  Perry,  Western  Worldj  and  Henry 
Brinker  will  cruise  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  the  Daylight^  as  you 
directed. 

Most  of  the  vessels  of  this  division  require  repairs,  and  two  more 
powerful  tugs  could  be  usefully  employed.  There  are  not  enough  gun- 
boats to  guard  all  the  important  points  of  the  river. 

The  Miami  is  at  City  Point  to  protect  the  transports  and  other  pub- 
lic property  there,  and  to  superintend  the  coal  and  ordnance  vessels. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Graves  is  well  qualified  for 
this  position,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  General  Grant  and  his  staff; 
this  fact  gives  him  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

About  six  more  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Mendota  could  be  usefully 
employed  in  James  Eiver. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Pabeeb, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  ordnance  vessels  for 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Koads,  December  12, 1864. 
Sir:  When  the  gale  is  over  and  setting  to  a  steady  northwester  you 
wi'JI  start  the  orduance  vessels  so  that  the  wind  will  carry  them  as  far 
M  Beaufort,  N.  0. 
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Don't  fail  in  getting  tbem  off  at  the  right  time.    Take  any  tugs  yon 
can  find  to  tow  them  to  where  they  can  make  sail. 
Bespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Lieatenant-Oommander  H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Fleet  Ordnance  Officer j  FUigship  Malvem^  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Gomma/nder 
Walkery  U.  S,  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8,  8acOj  to  proceed  with  the 
squadron  to  Beaufort,  If.  0. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Va.,  December  12y  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Atlanta  all 
guard  papers  and  orders  and  will  prepare  to  sail  with  the  squadron. 

You  will  go  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  and  await  the  sailing  of  the  vessels 
from  that  place  to  join  in  the  coming  fight. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Oommander  Jno.  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8ac0j  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy- 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  vessels  to  Beaufort,  N.  G. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  12, 1661, 
Captain:  As  I  will  not  have  a  chance  to  see  you  again,  I  wish  to 
request  that  as  fast  as  the  repairs  on  the  vessels  at  the  yard,  which 
belong  at  Beaufort,  are  finished,  that  you  will  send  them  down  to 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Oaptain  John  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Allen,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  If.  8.  8. 1.  N.  8eymour. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  York  River  and  report  to  commanding 
officer  there  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer  I.  N.  Seymour, 

Hampton  Roods. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Wood  war  dy  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Atlanta^  to 
prepare  the  tug  Mepublicfor  guard  duty. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13^  1864. 
Sib:  Put  an  officer  and  a  few  men  with  arms  on  board  the  tng 
Republic  in  addition  to  those  she  has  and  give  her  commander  orders  to 
go  and  relieve  the  8a4i0y  doing  guard  dnty,  at  once.  She  will  remain 
anchored  where  the  8aco  is  nntil  the  Young  America  domes  down,  when 
the  latter  vessel  will  be  guard  ship  until  Commander  Parker  makes 
other  arrangements. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer  IJ.  S.  S.  Atlanta, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Namf^  to  Commander  Corbin^  U.  8. 
Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
Sib  :  You  will  get  a  tow  and  proceed  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  rejiort 
to  commandant  of  station  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  T.  G.  Cobbin, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegmn.] 


Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
You  gave  us  four  prizes  this  moon.    We  have  live  and  one  steamer 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Higgins  has  left.    One  million  one  hundred  thousand  [dollars  of] 
rebel  property  captured  this  moon. 

David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  8ecretary  of  Navy,  Washingtofu 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parker,  U.  8. 
Ndvy,  regarding  the  control  of  affairs  in  James  River  and  adja^wnt 
waters. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
SiB:  As  I  am  about  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  and  the  blockade,  it 
devolves  on  you  to  take  the  control  of  affairs  in  James  River  .and  the 
oif/aoent  waters. 
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You  know  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  your  division,  and  will  exe- 
cute it  as  may  seem  to  you  best  for  the  intei^t  of  the  service,  changing 
the  vessels  to  suit  circumstances. 
Very  respectftilly,  yours, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker^ 

Commanding  Fifth  Diviaum  North  AiUmtio  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Roads,  December  13^  1864 — 1:30  p.m. 
I  shall  leave  here  for  Beaufort  in  an  hour. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter y  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Butler, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  departure  of  United  States  vessels  from 
Hampton  Boadsfor  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Boads,  December  13, 1864, 
General:  The  rest  of  the  fleet  will  leave  here  in  three  hours,  and 
will  proceed  to  the  rendezvous  25  miles  east  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

The  powder  vessel  will  go  to  Beaufort  and  take  90  tons  of  powder  I 
had  there.  I  shall  follow  and  communicate  with  you  after  she  leaves 
Beaufort  for  her  destination.  I  think  the  Louisiana  will  carry  the  300 
tons.  She  has  now  200  on  board  and  room  for  200  more,  though  that 
would  sink  her  too  deep.  She  has  delayed  us  a  little,  and  our  move- 
ments had  to  depend  on  her. 

Yery  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding^  etc..  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. 


Beport  of  Comma/nder  Spicer^  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  prize  list  of  cotton. 

IT.  8,  S.  Quaker  City, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department,  and  respectfully 
forward  herewith  a  prize  list  of  15  bales  of  cotton,  picked  up  by  this 
vessel  on  the  8th  of  December. 
I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^^ 

WM.  F.  Spicer, 
Commander y  U.  S.  Navx^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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List  of  vessels  and  their  ntations  in   the  Korth  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron,  December  15, 1864. 


AzietnDn« 
Alort*..* 

ATiM.... 

Augnftta. 
AdfertJl 
Arlktft 

ikl1>eDiule(hiilk).. 
AlpTi*. ...... ,...,, 

B«ta  ( fcfTtnerly  oall- 

«(l    picket    boat 

No.  I). 
BcrbeiTf'  .*.^..„., 

BHtwuiift ..- 

Danihee  ,.....*.... 
Blffncinlft  ._.. — 

Belb. — ... 

Bniokljii  *«.*.,„.^ 

C^smhiIciiib  .....*... 


OlUl*.  CtftM. 


HiiU. 


Oolorido . . 


f  uwnioilufo  Bamflj 

i 'j*j'n:i'^   *,**. 

Cmiu  mi  wit  I  m  &]:  cirrk 

(!rij*iiclt'f  . ^... 

I'omin  Oilort'  P«ry  * 
Cayler^Jt  &*...... 

Chippewa- ,„..,- 

Coh««Mt..*^ 

atulon..... , 

Dambartfin 

Belairan.-..* 

Dawn............. 

Dictatbr 

JJac«tali.......... 

IWU-. 


K«liu 

Kiitaw. 

Foft  ■Tnekacni ...... 

FloriiU  ............ 

Fort  ]>D]i(4aaD  .... 

F&hkeo  ,.* 

Gmod  CiEilf .... — 

GoU.vsbiire....... 

Governor  Hcioklng- 

ham. 
Gfjo^ral  FatoMn . . 

GfMiite ...... 

rilancc..  *...., 

Gun^ntl 

liawquali......... 

Huron  .,..*,....,. 

Bniic^hb^fk....... 

Heniy  Hrlok«r  . . . 
Heliulrojjo .,.,,.... 

Hoyt-. ............. 

JfHz^il 

Jfjiri-oiirt  -..»....,. 


Janlaiu^. 

iMm 


4 

4  , 
% 

S 
2 


t 

i 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


Ccioimati'illiig  oOlcor* 


CaiAiiiaiid^ir  A,  C,  Khtnil ..... 

AattDjt  Vottintetfir  Llent^iuuit  F.Sniltb. . 

ADllnir  PnHlffii  W.C.  tkitdi-m ..... 

Aetiiif  JCpiiiffn  .r .  ItUihttp  , 

Artlng  Volunteer  Limit;  T.j;  Wowtwanl. 
AottDf  yoltint«9r  Ll«uieuiiiit  P.  S.  Wdt» 


DHniiiaiider  B-  M.  Btit- a ..... 


AertlnjDf  Enst^  K.  W.  BowDire«, ....... 

AptlBg  VolnnURT  Lloiit.  ^\  R.  iUffl«ld 
AeUng  VdoatMr  LletiUitiatil  W.  D.  Euaib 


Cjiftatn  J,  Al<]<.-n  =, 

AcUti^  Mjialfir  A*  li  MoMbM. 

Ael  iiJK  Kiti»l|rn  I  Wm.  |  OltlwoU. . . 

Lli  Mit'uiiiit  UnmtiitiurLT  Cf.  E.  ItelknAp. . 

CtiniiituiitU'r  A   I).  HJirr^Il- ....**..,.* 

At'ttug  S'oltiJi^vtr  Lltiuti?nibn££.  U.Hfunef 

AfltingMiwltjrF. ./»•««  h II ...... 

Aotliiff  U  Hit*- r  H.  il  V*y  ^t^^r  .,.......,,. 

CdtQiBOfloro  li   R,  r  hji  tt  ht^t  .....,„.,... 

Aolltif  VoliinUH-r  Lit  iiL  W,  E.DennlflOft 

Acting MftRtcr  F.  1 K  Siiidirl 

AodAff  Valiintf'pe'  LJi-uLianeuitJ.  F,  KlrkeU 
Acting Va! nil t«.t'r  LutTit. U.  11  LhUiffBtHtnj 

Acting  Mii«itt''r  mid  Pilnt  Jno  Evuiih , 

Acting  Mdatt'r  IE  G.  L*mv ,..,.,.,..,.. 

A«tJng  Voluiitr.  r  LIh  iir<  ojidtl'Hpr  Ujivi 
Acting  Volurii"  'T  LiH.,iU-iifljjt  A.  P*  Fci4i4<r; 
Ciranmnfidif  <     II  U  <';dd  will.  ..*.*►,. ... 

Lk'T]  1 1  ]  1:1  El  r  ^  Ti>Tn  m  ii  in  1 1'  r  A.  W.  Weaver.  - 
Ai'Odi^'  lui-l^ii  II ml  3 'M.itU.U. Griffin  ... 
Actiti;:  fr^ijsipii  \l.  W .  I r^Trfltlf^ii.  ,*., ....... 

ArritiL'  V"-.liiriii-*^f-  LM-iHrn,iTis  It.  Urowti.. 

Articin  M.j^tctJ    H    Klrid.l^i 

Acf  E  Ui^  liijiu»hr  J .  A.  «J  Ri}kavtM> 

Ai?tinjr  Uuitii'r  H.  A.  I'heloD , . . , . . . . , 


A'  u  r'flMjiieW.  RtJragg....... 

Ai p.  — .,;^a  E.  M.  Boggii 

Acting  Volnni«cr  Lieatenaot  T.  C.  Dann  . 

Acting  Maater  K.  S.  Keys«)r 

LionU^nant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake 

CapUin  B.  F.  Sands 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  Pickering, 
Acting  Maater  F.  R.  Webb 


Lientenant  R.  H.  Lamson 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut  J.MacDiannld.. 

Acting  Maeter  H.H.  Savage 

Acting  Muster  K.  Boomer 

Acting  KuHlgn  H.  Wheeler 

Acting  Ennign  H.  F.  Curtia 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch. 

Lieut4*nant-Cunimander  T.  O.  Sclfrldge 

Lieutenant  Jo.  Fytte 

Acting  Ensign  JT  H.  Kerens 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Norman 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  IVambiy 

Acting  Master  Thompson 


Commander  John  Guest 

Captain  W.  R.  Tavlor 

Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  . 

Commander  H.  Rolando 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris. 


Praaent  4Lntj  or  atatlffiti. 


Norfblk  Kaifj-  Fard. 
Uir  Wilmington. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 
Jami.14  Ki^er. 
Uatiu^tfiii  Ih'oadi. 
Off  \Viliiiidgt4jn, 
Not  re-ported* 

Bo. 
BeMl-OTl  N.  0. 
Simndt.  North  CaniUas. 
Jamea  Elver. 
Deatrojod* 


Bean  fort,  N.  C. 
Wilmington,  N.C. 
Narfflik  Njivy  Yaf4. 
\m  Wilmlnglflii, 
KotmilA,  Ndftb  Carollfia. 
MiT  WilnjIiiJiton. 
Norfolk,  Va' 
Craru^v  Inland,  Vs. 
inr  WiimJngton, 
Sauodd,  North  (!Aroliua. 
NoTf«lk,  repajrlljg, 
sSoutiflH,  KoHh  OKroJtna. 

iJo. 
on  WUmlngton. 

Do. 
Now  York  NavrYafd. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Janiev  Klv«r. 
Naval  station,  Norfolk* 
Jam»!i  JUrer, 
York  lUver. 
Jaitifn  1£1  Vttr. 
Norli.lk  Nary  Tard. 
Off  Wdmliigten. 
Korfolk  Navy  YaiC 

Do. 

Do. 
James  lUver. 

Do. 

Do. 
Korfidlc.  Va. 
Not  reported. 
Jnjnf  A  Rlrer. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Not  reporter. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Not  reported. 
Off  Wilminirton. 
Do. 

JamcH  River. 
Ilatti^ras  Inlet  (guard). 
JamcH  River. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
SouihIh,  North  Caroliaa. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Off  Wihnington. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Kune. 


Oans. 


.'I 


-I 


Latmch4 

Launch  5 

Lannchtf 

Lockwood 

Lilac 

Little  Ada 

^fonticello 

Mamnee 

Mohican 

Minnesota 

Mackinaw 

Masaaaoit 

Moant  Vernon 

Moooaain 

Mattabeaett 

Montgomery 

Maratansa 

Morae 

Miami 

MendoU 

Mount    WaahiDK- 

ton. 

Mystic 

Monadnock 

Mahopac 

Martin 

MereediU 

Malvern 

Nyack 

Nansemond 

Nipbon 

New  Ironsides — 
New  Berne  (supp!; 

steamer). 

Osceola 

Onondaga 

Otaego 

Phlox 

Powhatan 

Pequot 

Pawtaxet 

Poppy 

Pontoosuc 

Quaker  City 

Khode  Island 

Release 

Benshaw  

Seneca 

State  of  Georgia.. 

Saco 

Shenandoah 

Saaqnehanna 

Santiago  de  Chiba . 
SamnelKotan  — 

Saogna 

Shamrock 

SaflVon 

Spnyten   Day v  11 
(torpedo  boat). 

Shokokon 

Saaaacna 

St.  Lawrence 

Tallapoosa 

Toscarora 

Tristram  Shandy  . 

Taconv 

Ticonaerog^ '      14 

Unadilla 
Unit 


Class. 


Commanding  offioor. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Q.  A.  Davidson  . 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
1 
3 
3 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3     Actg.Volanteer  Lieutenant  G.W.Gravea. 

3  Commander  E.  T.  Nichols 

4  Acting  Maater  and  Pilot  H.  H.  Haynio 


Acting  Master  Crafts 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  D.  A.  Campbell . 

Lieu  tenant- Commander  R.  Chandler 

Commander  D.  Ammen 

Commodore  J.  Lanman 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw 

Acting  Volnnteer  Lieutenant  J.  Trathen 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger 

Acting  Volnnteer  Lieutenant  E.  U.  Fanoon 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young. . 


Acting  Master  W.  Wrieht 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter . 


I 


Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Jiaxtun 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing 

Lieutenant-Commander  L.  H.  Newman  . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter 

Acting  Master  E.  Kemble 

Commodore  W.  Radford 


12  I 
6 
18  I 

11  : 

5 

2  I 
11 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  cuts 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  . 


Commodore  J.  F.  Sobenok 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braino. . . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Templo. 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker 

Gunner  £.  A.  McDonald 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Sieard 


Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Walker . 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely 

Commodores.  W.Godon 


Vanderbilt 

Victoria 

Vickabnrg 

Valley  City 

Vance,A.D 

Wabaah 

Western  World... 
W. Badger  (hulk). 
Wilderness 


4 
3 
1 
3 
3 
4 
3 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
3 
4 
4 
1 


Captain  O.  S.  Glisson. 
I  Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

'  Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon , 

First  Assistant  Engineer  [John  L.]  Lay. 

I  Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.B.  Sheldon 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis 

Commander  D.  Lynch 

Lieutenant-Commander  De  Haven 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey 

Aotg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  F.  Devens 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Tnixtun . . . 

Captain  C.  Stoedman 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay  — 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway 

Caption C.  W.Piokering 

Acting  Ensiffu  W.  Moody 

Lieutenant-Commander  [F.  H.]  Baker..., 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks , 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur 

Captain  M.  Smith 

Acting  Maater  E.  Herrick 


Preaent  duty  or  station. 


4  I  Acting  Master  H.  Arey  . 


James  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk.  Va. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Juses  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Repairing,  Baltimore. 
Jamea  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Baltimore. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing  at  Boston. 
Off^Wili^ngton. 


Do. 
James  River. 
Destroyed  in  sounds. 
Jamea  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beaufort 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Not  reported. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
York  River,  Virginia. 
James  River,  Virginia. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Hampton  Roads. 
James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington, 

Naval  Magasine,  Norfolk. 

Boston. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Jamea  River. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Off  Wilmington. 
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List  of  resaeh  and  their  stations  in  the  North  Atluniic  Blockading  Squadron — Continued. 

yamo.  IGuos.  Class.  Commanding  officer.  Present  duty  or  station. 

I  I  i 


Wyalnsinff 

Whitehead 

Wyandotte 

Yoang  America.. 

Tantio 

Zotiave 

Zeta 


1 4  3     Lientenant'Commandor  E.  English '  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

4  4  1 Do. 

4  5  I  Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer Norfolk,  Va.  (guard) . 

2  4  '  Acting  Ensign  O.  Lasher Jameb  River. 

5  4     Lientenant-Oommander  T.  C.  Harris Off  Wilmington. 

2  4  , Norfolk,  Va. 

4  I  AotingEnaignF.W.Mintser James  River. 


[David  D.  Portbr,] 
Rear- Admiral  J  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols^  U,  8,  Navy^  regarding  various  vessels  in 

'  the  James  River. 

U.  S.  IS.  Mbndota, 
James  River j  December  15^  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  our  success  in  getting  the  Saugus 
afloat  at  meridian  yesterday,  apparently  without  damage,  and  she  at 
once  proceeded  on  her  way  to  the  roads.  I  am  at  present  anchored  off 
the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek,  with  the  Western  Worlds  Daylightj  and 
Henry  Brinker.  The  Daylight  goes  up  this  afternoon  to  resume  her 
station  in  Turkey  Bend.  Her  commanding  officer  informs  me  that  the 
case  of  [E.  T.]  Davidge  has  been  investigated  and  a  report  sent  to  you. 
I  therefore  herewith  return  the  papers.  The  Brinker  came  down  this 
morning  from  her  last  night's  station  near  Deep- Water  lighthouse,  and 
will  return  there  this  evening.  Her  commanding  officer  reports  that 
ho  is  very  short  of  men  and  has  but  one  officer.  I  have  directed  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Daylight  to  transfer  a  master's  mate  to  her 
for  temporary  service.  The  Western  World  got  here  last  evening,  hav- 
ing been  aground  twice  on  the  way  down,  without  a  pilot.  On  account 
of  her  having  no  pilot,  think  I  shall  station  her  permanently  either 
oif  this  place  or  at  lower  creek,  and  do  the  cruising  with  this  vessel, 
the  Perry ^  and  Brinker.  Acting  Master  Phelon,  commanding  the  Day- 
light,  informs  me  that  he  landed  day  before  yesterday  and  destroyed 
a  skiff  and  a  large  Hat-bottomed  boat,  the  latter  capable  of  carrying 
from  40  to  50  men.  Acting  Ensign  Kerens,  commanding  the  Brinker ^ 
also  informs  me  that  he  has  destroyed  a  very  large  boat.  The  Perry 
is  anchored  just  above  Point  of  Shoals  light.  I  propose  remaining 
here  to-night  myself  and  hereafter  change  the  vessels  about  every  day 
or  two.  I  must  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  the  active  energy 
displayed  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster,  commanding 
the  J*erry^  in  working  for  the  rescue  of  the  Saugus  from  her  dangerous 
position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nioholh, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy^ 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Pabkeb, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOGKADINO  SQUADRON.        195 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  ITavy,  regarding  the  driving  ashore 
of  the  blockade  runner  Petrel  by  United  States  veseele  at  New  Inlet 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  off  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  December  15y  1804. 
Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  the  destructioQ  of  the  blockade  ruu- 
ner  Petrel,  driven  ashore  by  the  ganboats  at  New  Inlet,  Gape  Fear  liiver. 
She  was  fired  apon  and  sank,  and  was  finally  totally  destroyed  by  a 
northeast  gale.  She  had  on  bo^d  a  large  cargo  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  all  of  which  were  lost;  the  wreck  lies  within  reach  of  our 
gans. 

Blockade  running  seems  almost  as  brisk  as  ever,  and  I  suppose  will 
continue  so  as  long  as  it  is  remunerative.  The  new  class  of  blockade 
runners  is  very  fast,  and  sometimes  come  in  and  play  around  our  ves- 
sels; they  are  built  entirely  for  speed. 

Within  the  last  fifty  days  we  have  captured  and  destroyed  $5,500,000 
worth  of  enemy's  property  in  blockade  runners.  To  submit  to  these 
losses  and  still  run  the  blockade  shows  the  immense  gains  the  runners 
make  and  the  straits  the  enemy  are  in. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Itear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  i>.  0. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  senior  officer  off  New 
Inletj  North  Carolina^  regarding  the  placing  of  buoys  off  Sheep  Head 
Rock. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  15, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  shoal  called  Sheep  Head  Bock,  or  Shoal, 
buoyed  out,  so  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  vessels  running  on  it. 
You  will  select  the  best  pilots  or  persons  you  have  for  this  purpose,  and 
have  it  done  without  delay.  I  want  all  the  buoys  placed  in  3  fathoms 
water.  Put  about  ten  around  the  shoal,  with  good  and  sufficient 
moorings. 

I  wo^d  also  like  a  line  of  buoys  placed  along  the  closest  5-fathom  line 
firom  abreast  of  Fort  Fisher  for  about  2  miles  to  the  westward.    These 
are  for  guides  for  the  squadron  when  they  go  into  action. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  lAeuten- 
ant  Dennison,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  transportation  of  buoys,  1o  be  placed 
off  Sheep  Head  Rock. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  15, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to 
Gape  Fear  liiver  and  take  with  you  the  buoys  that  will  be  put  on  board 
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of  you.  Yon  will  communicate  with  the  commanding  officer  theie  and 
inform  him  that  I  want  the  shoal  called  Sheep  Head  Rock,  or  Shoal, 
buoyed  out  at  night,  so  that  when  the  vessels  go  there  to  operate  they 
will  not  be  in  danger  of  running  on  it.  Vou  will  direct  Mr.  Bradford, 
the  Coast  Survey  officer  (now  on  board  the  Vickshurg)j  to  return  to  me 
at  this  place  without  a  moment's  delay  with  the  information  I  sent  him 
to  obtain.  On  his  arrival  oft'  this  port  he  must  inform  himself  if  I  am 
here.  If  I  am  not  here  he  will  find  me  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet.  Ue 
will  leave  a  duplicate  of  his  report  and  all  the  information  I  require 
wfth  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Inlet,  so  that  I  may  obtain  it  if  I 
get  there,  after  which  you  will  return  here,  and  if  I  have  gone  follow 
me  to  a  position  I  will  take  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet. 

You  can  transfer  the  buoys  to  some  other  vessel  suitable  for  putting 
them  down.    This  will  enable  yon  to  return  at  once  with  Mr.  Bradibr<L 
Very  resx>ectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Pgbteb, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  E.  Dennison, 

Communding  U.  8.  8.  Cherokee, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Major-General  Butler ^ 
U.  8.  Army,  regarding  powder  explosion  for  the  destruction  of  the  New 
Inlet  batteries. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  16, 1864. 
Obnebal:  I  take  advantage  of  the  tug  Du  Pont,  going  out,  to  write 
you  a  few  lines.    I  think  all  the  vessels  will  leave  here  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  rendezvous,  and  if  the  weather  permits,  I  think  we 
will  be  able  to  blow  up  the  vessel  by  the  next  night.    In  talking  with 
engineers,  some  of  them  suggested  that  even  at  25  miles  the  explosion 
might  aftect  the  boilers  of  steamers  and  make  tbem  explode  if  heavy 
steam  were  carried,  and  I  would  advise  that  before  the  explosion  takes 
place,  of  which  you  will  be  duly  notified,  the  steam  be  run  down  as  low 
as  possible  and  the  fires  drawn.    I  hear  that  the  rebels  have  only  a 
small  garrison  at  the  forts  at  New  Inlet.    I  don't  know  how  true  it  is. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  requeM  of  Major- 
General  Butler  for  an  interview. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
N.  Atlantic  8quad.  Rendezvous,  off  Cape  Fear,  December  16, 1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  afternoon  the  army 
transport  steamer  Ben  De  Ford  came  within  hail.  An  army  officer 
desired  to  speak  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Minnesota,  and  said, 
<<  Will  you  please  inform  Admiral  Porter  that  General  Butler  has  been 
oft'  twice  to  see  him;  that  he  is  now  going  into  New  Inlet  and  will  be 
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pleased  to  see  Admiral  Porter  there.  He  ^General  Butler)  will  inform 
the  blockade  vessels  that  Admiral  Porter  is  exx)ected  into  New  Inlet 
Bar."    The  Ben  De  Ford  then  steamed  inshore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOSlfiPH  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Oomdg.  Second  Division  North  Atlaniie  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  Davtd  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Pettit.  U.  8.  Navy^  of  the  removal  of  Confeder- 
ate torpedoes  at  New  Inletj  North  Carolina,  December  16-17, 1864. 

U.  8.  8.  MONTIOBLLO, 
Off  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir:  I  wonld  respectfully  report  details  of  removing  obstructions  in 
the  channel  at  Kew  Inlet,  which  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  superintend. 

I  proceeded  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  ultimo  with  Acting  Ensign 
D.  W.  Lakin  and  12  men  from  the  Monticello,  erected  a  camp  on  shore, 
and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  commenced  operations. 
I  had  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  instant  dug  several  trenches  in 
firont  of  the  mound  where  the  electric  batteries  were  and  struck  the 
wires,  digging  the  course  they  followed  down  to  the  beach.  I  found 
the  main  wires  anchored  with  two  mushroom  buoys,  underrunning  the 
channel  wires.  I  succeeded  in  raising  three  large  iron  tanks,  which 
were  anchored  with  a  bridle  so  as  to  keep  them  on  their  side,  floating 
about  6  feet  from  the  bottom ;  the  fourth  torpedo  I  was  unable  to  raise, 
owing  to  the  lines  having  been  cut  and  the  chain  foul.  I  severed  the 
wires  connected  with  it.  It  lies  inshore  close  to  the  wreck  of  the  three- 
funneled  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ghas.  a.  Pbttit, 
Acting  Master,  Executive  Officer. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  in  Hampton 
Roads  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

U.  8.  8.  Nbbbus, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  17, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Bear- Admiral  H.  Paulding,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  in  Hampton  Beads, 
twenty-six  hours  from  Sandy  Hook. 

I  am,  very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Howell, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  We^-les, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Telepram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  17, 1864. 
Porter  was  seen  Thursday  off  Hatteras;  he  goes  into  Beaufort  one 
day,  so  he  can  hardly  leave  there  before  to-morrow.    You  have  all  the 
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orders  we  have  to  give.  Take  any  vessels  you  find  for  convoy,  and  then 
send  off  the  Nereus.  Tell  Porter  if  he  finishes  well  to  send  what  iron- 
clads and  doableenders  he  can  spare  to  Dahlgren,  and  let  yon  come 
ap  to  Alexandria.  Send  ftill  reports  of  your  passage  by  mail  so  we  can 
accept  the  ship.  Wishing  you  may  be  in  time, 
Your  friend, 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Commodore  John  Bodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  JHctatoTj  Hampton  Jioa4iij  Virginia. 


[TelofH'aiii.] 


Navy  Department,  December  17^  1864. 
Send  the  Pontoosuc  direct  to  New  Inlet  and  let  the  Nereus  take  the 
BauguB  down. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  John  Bodgers, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dictator^  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  pilots. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
17.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Beaufort,  December  17,  1864. 
Sir:  Yonr  vessel  will  be  supplied  with  a  pilot  in  preference  to  any 
wooden  vessel,  and  yon  will  take  the  pilots  wherever  yon  may  find 
them,  and  not  let  them  leave  the  vessel  until  yon  are  over  the  bar. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
[Commander  E.  G.  Parrott], 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monadnock. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  commanding  officers  TJ.  S.  steamers 
Canonicus  and  Mahopac. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ammen,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  services  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Mohican. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  17, 1864. 
Sir:  As  the  services  of  your  vessel  will  be  required  here  no  longer, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  rendezvous  and  join  the  rest  of  the 
squadron. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  D.  Ammen, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Mohican^  off  Beaufort. 
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Report  of  Commander  ParTcer^  V.  8.  Navy^  regarding  proposed  atta4)k  on 
Confederate  rams  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaoa, 
Aiken^s  Landing^  James  River,  December  17, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arriyal  at  this  place,  on  the  15th 
instant,  of  the  torpedo  boat  Stromholi  or  Spuyten  Duyvil,  under  the 
command  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  set  her  to  attack  the  rebel  rams  as  soon  as  the 
commanding  officer  is  ready  for  work. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear- Admiral  Bavtd  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadrofi,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  8henandoah, 
regarding  expedition  to  Green  Cay  and  return  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  8.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off  Beaufortj  N.  C,  December  IC,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the 
evening  of  6th  of  December,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  proceeded  to 
Green  Cay.    1  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  December  13,  and  saw 
no  evidence  of  any  vessel  having  been  fitted  oat  there,  by  diligent 
search.    A  small  fishing  vessel  was  there  that  had  come  in  for  a  lee  from 
a  norther  which  was  blowing  at  the  time,  and  she  had  heard  nothing 
of  a  vessel  being  there.    I  anchored  there  for  the  night  and  the  next 
morning  got  underway,  and  then  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  this  place 
and  anchored  off  the  bar  last  night  about  9  o'clock. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Daniel  B.  Bidoely, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Radford^ 
U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  New  Ironsides,  to  join  the  squadron  off^  New 
Inlet. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  18, 1864. 
Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  and  join  the  rest  of 
the  squadron  at  the  rendezvous,  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  New  Ironsides  and  Division  Ironclads. 
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Order  of  Bmr-Admiral  Partly  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Beaumont, 
XT.  8.  Navyy  commanding  U.  8.  8.  MacMnaw,  to  convoy  the  U.  8.  8. 
MonandocJc  to  the  rendezvous  off  Neto  Inlet, 

Off  Beaufobt,  N.  0.,  December  18, 1864. 
SiB:  I  wish  you  to  keep  company  with  the  Monadnock  and  proceed 
with  her  to  the  rendezvoas,  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet.    Keep  jast 
ahead  of  the  monitor,  so  she  can  steer  after  yon.    These  orders  have 
been  given  to  yon  by  signal. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtt>  D.  Poeteb, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  J.  C.  Bbaitmont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw, 

Instructions  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8,  Nary,  to  Commodore  Radford, 
U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  an  attack  by  the  monitors  upon  Half  Moon 
battery. 

At  8ba,  December  20^  1864. 

GoMMODOBB :  I  find  by  an  examination  of  the  soundings  that  your 
ship  and  the  monitors  can  go  into  action  without  coming  to  an  anchor. 

"nie  coast  to  the  eastward  of  the  bar  is  quite  bold,  3  fathoms  being 
found  within  100  yards  of  shore.  This  will  enable  you  to  come  along 
from  the  eastward  slowly  and  silence  the  Half  Moon  battery,  which  is 
a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  and  quite  a  spiteful 
little  battery. 

You  will  direct  the  commanding  officers  of  the  monitors  to  follow 
slowly  after  you,  and  open  deliberately  on  the  Ilalf  Moon  battery.  The 
monitors  will  not  anchor  unless  I  make  signal.  I  have  ordered  a  num- 
ber of  gunboats,  with  Xl-inch  and  100-pounder  rified  guns,  to  keep  off 
at  long  shot  and  open  a  steady  fire  on  the  works  while  you  are  engaged 
with  them.  I  think  you  will  soon  silence  the  batteries.  By  keeping 
underway  the  vessels  of  your  division  can  choose  their  own  distance 
and  the  one  where  the  most  execution  can  be  done,  and  when  the  ships 
get  into  action  and  begin  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  rebels,  I  will 
make  signal  to  you  to  anchor,  which  you  will  be  able  to  do  at  your 
leisure.  All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  keep  Fort  Fisher  on  the  bearing  I  gave 
you.  When  it  is  smoother  weather,  send  for  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  monitors  and  explain  this  to  them.  The  Dictator  and  8augus 
will  be  here  in  time,  if  they  can  get  a  tow. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Eear-AdmiraL 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Division  of  Ironclads,  U,  8,  8,  Neiv  Ironsides, 

I  would  not  go  closer  to  the  beach  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  if  that. 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  8,  Navy,  to  TAeutenani  Commander 
Upshur,  U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8,  A,  D.  Vance,  to  cruise  for 
blockade  runners. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  J20, 1864. 
8iB:  Get  underway  and  run  out  on  the  Nassau  line,  or  where  you 
tMnJc  there  is  a  chance  of  catching  a  runner.  Four  n<j\\\  go  oTit.to-\i\\^\\\„ 
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Come  back  here  if  the  wind  should  come  oat  from  northward  and  west- 
ward or  west  and  there  is  a  chance  of  landing  the  troops. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Yanoe. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter y  TT.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  TAeuten- 
ant  Smithy  IT.  S.  Navy^  commanding  the  U.  S.  8.  AUibamay  to  protect  the 
U.  8. 8.  Mahopac. 

At  Sea, 
Off  Netv  InUty  December  J20y  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  get  underway  and  anchor  near  the  ironclad  Mahopac, 
Oommuuicate  with  her  captain  and  have  signals  established  between 
you.    It  will  be  your  duty  to  look  out  and  take  care  of  her  until  further 
orders. 

Kesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bavtd  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frank  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Alnbama. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  the  commandant  naval 
station^  Beaufort^  N,  C,  regarding  vessels. 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  20^  1864. 
Sir:  Tou  will  send  every  vessel  that  arrives  in  Beaufort  to  report  to 
me  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Bear-Admiral. 
Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Naval  Station^  Beaufort^  -Y.  C. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Crafts^  U.  8. 
Kavyy  commoting  U.  8.  8.  lAtile  Ada^  regarding  duty  of  that  vessel. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  20, 1864. 
Sis:  I  directed  you  the  last  time  I  saw  you  at  Beaufort  to  keep  with 
this  vessel.   You  have  not  been  near  her  since.    Tour  duty  is  to  keep 
with  this  vessel  wherever  she  goes. 

You  will  now  go  and  deliver  all  the  letters  I  send  you  and  return  to 
me,  taking  from  the  army  vessel  Garna^  3  barrels,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  me  when  it  is  smoother. 
Bespectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Advxivixl. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Little  Aba. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Adams^  U.  8» 

Navy,  regarding  coal, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  20, 1864. 
Commodore:  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  all  tbe  coal  in  the 
Bonnds  to  be  sent  here.   Will  you  please  send  more  to  the  sounds  Y   The 
supply  required  there  is  not  so  large  as  it  has  been. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear  Admiral,  Comma/nding. 
Cemmodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

No.  823  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regard- 
ing the  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  JJ.  8.  8.  aaoo. 

Plaoship  Malvern, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  20,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor. to  enclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker,  commanding  Saco,  relative  to  that  vessel. 

Since  the  8aco  has  been  in  this  squadron,  I  have  endeavored  to 
husband  her  in  every  way  to  enable  her  to  participate  in  the  coming 
engagement,  but  notwithstanding  her  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
machinists  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  it  has  been  without  success, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  report  her  to  the  Department  as  useless,  and  to 
ask  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclonnre.] 

XT.  S.  S.  Saco, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  rei>ort  that  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  for  Beaufort,  N.  C.  On  the  following 
day,  at  3  p.  m.,  being  about  30  miles  north  of  Hatteras,  a  part  of  the 
tubes  in  the  third  boiler  on  the  port  side  blew  out  under  a  pressure  of 
25  pounds  of  steam,  blowing  the  fire  across  the  fire  room  and  filling  it 
with  steam  and  ashes. 

The  fires  were  hauled,  but  as  soon  as  possible  steam  got  on  the  boilers 
still  remaining  serviceable  (five  being  entirely  disabled  and  others 
leaking)  and  I  continued  on  my  course  until  9  p.  m.  At  that  time, 
finding  that  with  all  the  steam  we  could  raise,  the  ship  barely  had 
steerageway,  and  the  wind  serving  to  return  to  this  place,  I  felt  com- 
pelled, most  reluctantly,  to  put  the  ship's  head  to  the  northward. 

I  succeeded  in  reaching  Hampton  Boads,  under  sail  with  a  favorable 
breeze,  working  the  engines  as  well  as  we  could,  at  12  last  night. 

The  vessel  is  entirely  unseaworthy  and  in  my  opinion  can  not  be  made 
serviceable  without  extensive  repairs  and  alterations. 

I  am  much  chagrined  at  this  occurrence,  and  most  earnestly  beg  to 
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offer  the  services  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew  for  any  service  in  the 
present  expedition. 

Enclosed  I  forward  a  copy  of  the  engineer's  report. 
Very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — ^The  engineer  at  this  moment  reports  that  a  tube  has  given 
way  in  one  of  the  boilers,  which  has  given  no  tronble  before. 

I  Snbnnolonirre.  ] 

XJ.  S.  S.  Saoo, 
At  Sea^  December  14^  1864. 
Sir:  I  am  not  able  to  maintain  oar  20  pounds  of  steam  safely,  in 
consequence  of  another  boiler  giving  out,  which  now  makes  five  boilers 
out  of  the  fourteen  that  are  entirely  useless. 

I  am  not  able  to  obtain  over  20  revolutions  with  the  main  engines 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  in  smooth  water,  which  is 
giving  us  from  1^  to  2  knots  per  hour.    Should  we  have  heavy  weather 
and  a  head  wind,  we  would  not  be  able  to  steam  ahead  at  alL 
I  respectfidly  recommend  that  we  put  into  the  nearest  harbor. 
Very  respectfully, 

Abraham  W.  Harris, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer. 
John  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant'  Commander. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  December  20^  1864 — 11 :10  a.  m. 
I  hope  you  will  use  every  exertion  to  get  us  a  Eichmond  paper,  as 
we  shfldl  hear  first  through  that  source  concerning  the  joint  expedition. 

G.  y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Pointy  Ya. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  20 j  1864—1  p.  m. 

(Received  2 :  30  p.  m.) 
We  get  the  Eichmond  papers  daily,  a  file  of  which  is  generally  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.    Yesterday's  papers  contain  no  notice  of  the 
Wilmington  expedition. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutetuint-  General. 
Captain  Q.  V.  Fox, 

Assista/nt  Secretary  of  Navy. 


204  NOBTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Telegnm.] 

Navy  Depabtmbnt,  December  20^  1864 — 1 :45p.  m. 
Mr.  Fulton  telegraphs  that  you  are  about  to  publish  the  details  of  a 
certain  attack  which  the  weather  may  delay  for  many  days.    If  you 
do,  yon  will  defeat  the  movement  and  do  more  ipjury  to  your  conntry 
than  words  can  express. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
AsHtstaht  Secretary. 
Philadelphia  Pbbss, 

Fhiladelphiay  Pa. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  21^  1864. 
Order  the  8aco  to  Washington  navy  yard. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Goitnmodore  John  Bodgsrs, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dictator^  Hampton  Roa4s. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy^  making  suggestions  regarding 

river  service. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landing,  James  Kver,  December  21, 1864. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  wonld  respectfully  suggest  that  all  the  lame  ducks 
of  the  squadron  be  sent  to  this  (fifth)  division  till  favorable  opportunities 
offer  to  have  them  repaired  at  a  navy  yard. 

Vessels  with  disabled  hulls  or  machinery  can  do  good  service  here, 
and  there  are  not  enough  present  to  guard  all  the  most  important 
points. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  cruise  much  in  the  river,  and  consequently  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  hull  and  machinery  are  less  than  they  are  at  sea 
or  on  the  blockade.  I  could  employ  usefully  a  dozen  more  vessels  here 
if  I  had  them.  Moreover,  there  are  not  enough  vessels  in  the  York  and 
Appomattox  livers.  Tugs  and  ferryboats  are  very  useful  in  this  river 
service,  especially  the  latter,  as  they  carry  heavy  batteries,  and  most 
of  the  vessels  in  the  Fifth  Division  remain  stationary  for  months  at  a 
time. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

William  A.  Parkkr, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Fleet  Captain  Breesk. 


[Telegrfun.] 

Navy  Department,  December  22^  1864. 
Yesterday  the  fleet  were  inactive  at  their  destination  on  account  of 
continued  bad  weather.    This  from  General  Grant.    You  may  be  in 
time  yet. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Commodore  John  Bodgers,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dictator,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Ttlegnm.] 

Navy  Depabtmbnt,  December  25^  1864. 
Take  tbe  Cuyler^  or  any  steamer  there  is  belongiiig  to  anybody,  to 
accompany  you,  and  join  Porter  as  soon  as  you  can.  A  telegram  from 
Bragg,  dated  Wilmington,  Friday,  said:  << Yankee  fleet  in  sight."  No 
change;  weather  bad.  Tell  Porter  his  whole  plan,  copied  from  our 
papers,  was  published  in  Bichmond  Thursday  last.  Answer  if  you 
are  off. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Commodore  John  BoDaEBS,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmanding  U.  8.  8,  Dictator ^  Norfolk^  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  care  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Mahe^mc  in  view 
of  expected  gale, 

A.T  Sba 
Off  New  Inlet,  December  23,  W64. 
Sib:  If,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  unwise  to  keep  the  Mahopac  here  any 
longer,  you  will  proceed  with  her  in  tow  of  the  Alabama  to  Beaufort, 
and  remain  there  until  further  orders.    I  think  we  are  going  to  have  a 
northeast  gale. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potteb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mahopac. 

Since  writing  the  above  the  weather  has  come  out  beautiful.  Can't 
you  keep  your  vessel  up  for  the  attack  which  will  take  place  to-morrow 
morning  t 

Don^t  deliver  the  orders  to  captain  of  the  Alabama  unless  you  deem 
it  necessary. 

David  D.  Pobt^e, 

Bear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Lieutenant' Comnumder  Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 

U.  8.  8.  Mahopac). 

U.  S.  S.  Mahopac,  December  23, 1864, 
Sib:  I  can  keep  the  Mahopac  ready  for  the  fight  in  the  morning. 
Am  ready  for  fight,  but  want  coal  and  an  anchor.    [I  will]  get  coal 
from  the  Alabama  as  soon  as  possible,  and  she  lets  me  have  a  500- 
pound  kedge  and  chain. 
Night  before  last  had  a  pretty  tough  time. 

Shall  I  remain  at  my  present  anchorage  or  join  the  fleet  to-night  Y 
The  Alabama  has  taken  good  care  of  us  and  is  quite  ready. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwabd  E.  Potteb, 
Lieutenant-OommaA%der,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atla/ntio  8quadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Wandell,  U.  8.  Navy^  giving  information  ohUUned 
from  the  examination  of  deserters, 

U.  8.  S.  Onondaga, 
James  River ^  December  23^  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  examined  the  deserters  that 
were  sent  on  board  this  morning,  and  the  following  information  is  most 
respectfully  submitteil : 

AH  seven  men  belonged  to  the  United  Artillery,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Kevill.  This  company  was  formerly  a  fire  company  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  and  is  mostly  composed  of  residents  of  that  city.  They 
report  provisions  and  clothing  in  the  rebel  Army  enough  for  the  actual 
wants  of  the  men;  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  movement  at  present  by 
land  or  water  by  the  Union  forces,  and  that  the  rebels  are  now  giving 
officers  and  men  furloughs.  The  Sinch  rifie  at  Howlett's  burst  the  last 
time  the  monitors  were  engaged. 

Francis  Wood,  Norfolk,  Va.,  enlisted  April  19, 1861;  has  been  last 
stationed  at  Battery  Wood,  near  Howlett's: 

Battery  Dantzler,  or  Howlett's,  has  1  7inch  rifle,  1  Xinch  mortar, 
and  2  X-inch  smoothbores;  they  are  now  at  work  enlarging  and  pre- 
paring to  mount  more  guns;  commanded  by  Ms^or  Smith. 

Battery  Chester  has  2  X-inch  smoothbores,  1  mounted  and  the  other 
ready  to  mount;  Major  Smith. 

Battery  Wood,  1  Sinch  rifle,  2  X-inch  smoothbores;  Ms^or  Smith. 

Battery  Brooke,  don't  know. 

Battery  Bead,  one  month  ago,  had  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  rebel  ironclad  Virginia^  1  7inch  rifle,  and  1  Xinch  smooth. 

The  next  battery  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 

Chaffin's  Bluff,  don't  know  the  armament. 

There  are  IS  torpedoes  (50-pounders)  anchored  abreast  of  Hewlett's, 
S  feet  under  water  at  high-water  mark. 

There  is  now  at  Battery  Wood  a  captain  engaged  in  planting  torpe- 
does. If  it  is  calm  tonight  they  intend  starting  10  torpedoes  from 
Hewlett's  on  the  flood  tide,  so  arranged  as  to  anchor  themselves  nearly 
abreast  Dutch  Gap. 

The  night  picket  consists  of  (me  rowboat  f^oni  Hewlett's. 

The  rebel  ileet  consists  of  the — 

Virginia^  ironclad;  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  3  7-inch  rifles. 

Richmond^  ironclad ;  4  7-inch  rifles. 

Fredericksburg  J  ironclad;  4  7-incli  rifles. 

Nansemond,  wooden ;  1  smooth  and  1  rifle. 

Hampton,  wooden;  1  smooth  and  1  rifle. 

Drewry^  wooden;  don't  know,  but  not  over  two  [guns]. 

Beaufort  J  wooden;  1  32-iK)under  rifle. 

RoanoJce^  wooden;  1  32-pounder  rifle. 

John  T.  Whitlock,  resident  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  deserted  from  How- 
lett's night  of  December  22;  born  in  Norfolk ;  enlisted  in  Confederate 
service  19th  April,  ISGl ;  most  of  the  time  at  Drewr/s  Bluff.  Has  been 
at  Howlett's  since  18th  of  May  last.  No  person  has  been  injured  by  the 
fire  of  the  monitors  at  any  time.  Don't  care  for  the  monitors'  fire  or 
straight  shots;  only  fear  the  mortars,  as  they  come  down  near  and  some- 
times burst  in  the  mouth  of  the  bombproofe;  three  or  four  have  done 
so.  Has  been  coxswain  of  picket  boat  near  Howlett's  since  she  has 
been  on,  about  two  weeks;  18  torpedoes  have  been  put  down  in  that 
time,  all  50-pounder  (percussion).  They  are  anchored  in  and  near  the 
bend  under  Howlett's,  and  about  8  feet  under  water.    Lieutenant  Can- 
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non  [B.  Eennon]  put  them  down.  They  intend  to  put  ten  more  in  the 
water  the  first  calm  night.  They  are  to  be  floated  by  a  whisky  cask, 
with  a  fuze  prepared  to  barn  about  an  hour,  and  on  burning  to  the  end 
detach  the  anchor  irom  the  cask.  They  are  intended  to  be  anchored 
near  the  mouth  of  Butch  Gap.  The  battery  next  the  house  is  called 
Dantzler — Captain  [B.  J.I  Epes' company — of  150  men;  20  men  kept  at 
the  battery  at  night.  Plenty  of  men  in  the  trenches  close  by.  Men 
discontented. 

Isaac  Walling,  private;  resident  of  Keyport,  N.  J.  When  the  war 
commenced  was  mate  of  the  wrecking  schooner  Henry  W.  Johiison^ 
belonging  to  Johnson  &  Higgins,  of  New  York.  Game  on  to  Norfolk 
from  Baltimore  on  business  for  his  captain  and  was  unable  to  return. 

There  are  two  torpedoes,  2,000-pounders,  200  yards  below  the  main 
battery  at  Chaffln's  Bluff. 

Two  torpedoes,  2,000-pounders,  abreast  of  the  signal  station  at  Signal 
Hill,  the  wires  to  which  are  said  to  have  been  cut  by  Union  soldiers. 

Two  torpedoes,  2,000-pounders,  abreast  of  the  third  ravine  above 
Howlett's.    Butler  burned  the  station  and  cut  the  wires. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  E.  Wandbll, 
Acting  Ensign^  U.  8,  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 


Correspondence  concerning  the  powder  boat  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana^  exploded 
near  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  December  24, 1864. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Vavy,  to  expreie  opinion 
regazding  endosed  memorandom. 

U.  S.  Ordnance  Steamer  Baltimore, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  November  27, 1864. 
Sib  :  The  accompanying  papers  in  relation  to  the  contemplated  opera- 
tions against  the  forts  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  are  intrusted  confidentially 
to  Captain  Aldeu,  commanding  the  Brooklyn^  to  be  handed  to  you  by 
him  for  your  consideration.  They  contain  all  the  information  bearing 
upon  the  subject  which  the  Department  has  been  able  to  colle<5t, 
together  with  a  memorandum  of  the  conclusions  reached  after  careful 
deliberation. 

The  Department  desires  your  own  opinion  upon  the  plan  proposed  in 
that  memorandum,  and  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  will  render  you  all  the 
aid  you  may  require  in  conducting  the  operations. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Bnclosures.] 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  November  18, 1864. 
It  is  proposed  and  considered  practicable  to  destroy  Forts  Fisher 
and  CasweU  or  their  garrisons  by  blo¥riug  up  a  large  ship  loaded  with 
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gunpowder.  This  ship  is  to  be  conducted  to  the  nearest  point  to  the 
fort  accessible  to  a  vessel  of  her  draft  of  water  and  there  exploded  by 
some  fuze  or  match  under  control  of  the  parties  navigating  the  vesii^ 
to  her  destination.  The  expectation  and  reliance  is  upon  destroying 
this  fort  or  its  garrison  by  the  efiRdcts  of  the  blast  of  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  iK)wder,  not  less  than pounds,  some  of  which  it  is  proposed 

to  take  fh)m  damaged  supplies  now  on  hand.  Such  I  understand  to 
be  the  project  ou  which  my  opinion  is  desired  by  the  War  Department. 

Is  this  scheme  practicable  and  likely  to  be  attended  with  favorable 
results  t  Does  it  promise  such  reasonable  results  as  to  justify  the 
consumption  of  so  large  an  amount  of  our  military  supplies  t 

On  examining  the  plans  and  hydrography  about  this  work  and  its 
approaches  ih)m  the  sea,  it  appears  that  no  vessel  drawing  10  feet  of 
water  can  approach  nearer  to  the  fort  than  450  yards,  to  reach  which 
point  she  must  make  a  circuitous  course,  exposed  to  the  batteries  of  the 
fort.  If  served  with  hot  shot  and  shell  there  is  reason  to  believe  she 
must  be  set  on  fire  before  she  can  reach  the  destined  position.  She  may 
be  sunk  in  attempting  to  reach  her  destination,  and  is  liable  to  self- 
destruction  by  the  powder  being  exploded  by  direct  shot  or  shells  from 
the  batteries,  or  by  fire  caused  by  hot  shot  and  shell.  Should  these 
projectiles  strike  and  penetrate  a  wooden  vessel,  conflagration  must  fol- 
low. It  is  very  doubtful  whether  men  would  go  on  board  such  a  burn- 
ing ship,  so  loaded  with  powder,  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  if  thev 
did  so,  whether  it  could  be  subdued  in  parts  of  the  ship  through  whicn 
a  hot  shot  might  pass  and  ignite  the  woodwork,  tar,  and  oakum  exposed 
to  such  projectiles. 

Under  such  circumstances  no  other  vessel  is  likely  to  approach  her, 
either  to  divert  and  draw  off  the  enemy's  fire,  or  give  assistance  in 
extinguishing  the  flames.  It  is  possible  that  naval  skill  and  genius 
may  overcome  some  of  these  difficulties,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  all 
of  them  could  or  would  be  surmounted,  exjiosed,  as  the  vessel  would  be, 
to  (}uite  formidable  batteries  in  the  fort,  commanded  by  an  officer, 
Whiting,  who  is  known  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  efficiency  of  hot 
and  hollow  shot. 

Admitting  the  probability  of  this  vessel  being  satisfactorily  moored 
at  the  selected  site,  nearest  to  the  fort,  and  that  the  fuze  explodes  the 
powder  at  the  desired  moment,  we  find  that  the  horizontal  action  of  the 
powder  thus  exploded,  whatever  it  may  be,  acts  first  upon  the  inclined 
plane  forming  the  glacis  of  the  fort,  composed  of  a  solid  mass  of  earth 
more  than  450  yards  in  length,  and  rising  gnidually  to  tlie  height  of  28 
feet  above  low  water. 

The  armament  of  the  fort  is  in  part  behind  and  below  this  hill.  Back 
of  it,  about  00  feet,  is  a  ditch  filled  with  water,  the  side  of  which  ditch 
is  lined  or  faced  with  a  masonry  wall  of  0  to  10  feet  thick,  behind  and 
against  which  rises  another  sand  hill,  the  rampart,  to  the  height  of  34 
feet  above  low  water,  and  behind  and  below  which  is  additional  arma- 
ment of  heavy  guns.  Behind  and  below  this  last  sand  hill  (rampart)  is 
the  bombproof  barrack,  the  eaves  of  which  are  31  feet  above  low  water 
and  3  feet  below  the  crest  of  the  rampart,  which  entirely  surrounds 
this  barrack.  The  walls  of  this  building,  occupied  as  a  barrack  by  the 
garrison,  are  4  feet  thick,  no  part  of  which  can  be  seen  from  the  water 
or  be  struck  by  any  projectile  other  than  that  of  curved  lire. 

The  blast  of  a  large  Quantity  of  powder  is  relied  upon  to  ascend  this 
sand  hill,  pass  over  the  ditch,  and  then  descend  into  the  body  of  the  fort, 
strike  and  demolish  the  4- foot  walls  of  the  barrack,  and  bury  the  garri- 
son in  its  ruins.    If  its  power  can  be  relied  upon  to  descend  into  the 
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body  of  the  fort,  where  alone  it  can  iujore  the  garrison  who  may  choose 
to  seek  its  protection,  it  would  previously  have  descended  into  the  ditch 
and  there  harmlessly  expended  its  force. 

I  can  find  no  reason  to  believe  that  these  solid  masses  or  sand  hills 
and  massive  walls,  distant  more  than  450  yards  from  the  site  of  the 
I>owder  explosion,  are  to  be  removed  or  destroyed  or  in  any  way 
injur  ously  acted  upon  by  the  air  or  atmosphere  as  a  projectile,  pro- 
pelled by  the  explosion  of  any  quantity  of  i)owder. 

All  our  experience  goes  to  show  that  the  atmosphere  can  only  be 
used  as  a  motive  power  by  condensing  it  within  circumscribed  limits 
and  then  giving  vent  to  it,  as  in  the  air  gun,  or  by  rapidly  heating  it 
within  similar  limits,  and  by  sudden  expansion  act  upon  a  solid  in 
immediate  contact,  as  the  Ericsson  gun. 

To  put  the  air  in  motion  and  hope  to  batter  and  destroy  any  solid  or 
substantial  structure  by  any  motion  we  can  impart  to  the  surrounding 
atmosphere  is  contrary  to  our  belief.  The  hurricane  or  tornado,  com- 
bining the  spiral  with  continued  or  prolonged  action,  we  know  to  be 
capable  of  destroying  vertical  opposing  surfaces  of  light  structure,  but 
such  a  continuous,  prolonged  action  can  not  be  given  to  the  atmosphere 
by  any  i)ower  within  the  control  of  man. 

The  x>ower  of  the  atmosphere  put  in  motion  and  continued  during  a 
moderate  breeze  is  0.08  of  an  ounce  on  a  square  foot;  during  a  fresh 
gale  it  is  5  pounds  3  ounces;  during  a  hurricane  it  is  31.3  pounds;  and 
during  the  most  violent  tornado,  which  destroys  forests  and  wooden 
buildings  and  unroofs  others,  it  is  46.1  pounds  per  foot,  moving  with 
a  velocity  of  97.5  miles  per  hour.  Such  a  power,  and  the  greatest  we 
know  of  from  a  blast  of  wind,  has  never  been  known  to  disturb  or 
injure  such  structures  as  those  we  are  now  considering. 

It  is  hoped  to  raise  a  breeze  or  hurricane  at  a  distance  of  450  yards 
from  the  object  to  be  destroyed  by  suddenly  and  momentarily  upheav- 
ing the  atmosphere  at  a  point,  without  any  means  of  conducting  its 
force  to  the  desired  objects,  which  force  when  it  arrives  at  a  distance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  has  to  be  vastly  greater  than  wind  or  the  atmos- 
phere has  ever  been  known  to  move  [exert]. 

We  have  some  facts  connected  with  the  expansive  force  of  gunpow- 
der bearing  upon  this  point.  When  confined  at  the  bottom  of  the  bore 
of  the  gun,  say  a  42pounder,  its  expansive  power  is  about  36,420  pounds 
on  the  square  inch.  Give  it,  however,  an  air  space  of  14  inches  or 
that  distance  in  which  to  expend  its  power,  and  its  force  is  but  16,850 
pounds  on  the  square  inch ;  and  give  it  still  more  space,  42  inches,  in 
which  to  expend  itself,  and  the  force  is  but  6,470  pounds  on  the  square 
inch,  thus  decreasing  its  expansive  power  from  36,420  pounds  to  6,470, 
or  29,950  pounds  in  the  short  distance  of  42  inches,  and  that  in  the 
confined  space  of  the  bore  of  a  gun.  Again,  when  the  air  space  is 
twenty  times  greater  than  the  space  occupied  by  the  i>owder,  the  force 
of  the  powder  is  but  1,060  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  When  but 
ten  times  greater,  it  is  increased  to  2,525  pounds  per  square  inch.  And 
when  the  jwwder  is  e(iual  to  half  that  of  air  space,  the  force  is  increased 
to  32,200  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Where  the  jwwder  fills  and 
occupies  the  whole  space,  without  any  air  space  about  it,  as  in  an  iron 
sphere  (shell)  so  filled,  the  force  is  increased  to  113,000  x>ounds  to  the 
square  inch. 

In  the  ?^ase  under  consideration  the  powder  occupies  the  space  equal 

to  the  hold  of  a  vessel,  and  that  of  the  air  is  infinite.    Unless,  then, 

we  can  conduct  this  expansive  force  of  the  powder  in  the  vessel, 

immense  as  it  may  be,  by  a  tube  or  other  means,  to  the  object  to  be 
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dentroyod,  or  by  means  of  an  immense  projectile  in  contact  with  the 
I>owder,  we  can  expect  no  result  calcalated  to  destroy  the  g^urriBon^  and 
mach  less  any  of  the  solid  ramparts  and  massive  walls  distant  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  tlie  center  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  used,  a  power  that 
decreases  rapidly  with  the  distance  from  the  object  to  be  overcome. 

In  all  cases  to  which  reference  will  now  be  made  the  projectile  force 
of  the  powder  acting  upon  solid  matters  in  immediate  contact  with 
|)owder,  thus  making  these  solids  the  projectiles,  they  (the  solids)  have 
been  the  cause  of  injury,  and  in  no  case  has  the  air  been  the  projectile 
put  in  motion  by  the  explosion  that  destroyed  or  iiyured  buildings 
remote  therefrom. 

The  reflux  of  the  atmosphere  filling  the  vacuum  suddenly  created 
by  exploding  the  powder  has  in  every  case  been  the  cause  of  forcing 
open  and  outward  doors,  etc.,  but  the  motion  of  translation  or  propul- 
sion from  the  explosion  through  the  medium  of  the  elastic  vapor  dT  the 
atmosphere  is  not  perceptible  to  any  injurious  degree. 

I  consider  that  the  explosion  of  a  vessel  load  of  gunpowder  at  the 
nearest  point  it  can  approach  Fort  Caswell  or  Fort  Fisher  can  prodace 
no  useftil  result  toward  the  reduction  of  those  works,  and  that  no  such 
vessels  as  are  proposed  to  be  so  loaded  can  be  navigated  and  placed 
at  the  nearest  points  to  these  forts,  provided  the  fort  is  garrisoned  and 
its  guns  are  served  with  hollow  projectiles  and  hot  shot. 

Fort  Fishkr. 

Fort  Fisher  is  another  work  proposed  to  be  destroyed,  with  its  gar- 
rison, in  the  same  manner  as  Fort  Oaswell.  The  work  is  situated  on  a 
sand  hill  about  the  light  house  at  the  northern  entrance  into  Gape 
Fear  Kiver.  It  is  unlike  Fort  Caswell  in  being  formed  exclusively  of 
earthen  or  sand  ramparts  and  ditch  without  masonry,  retaining  its 
shape  from  the  slopes  given  to  the  parapets,  scarps,  and  counterscarps, 
with  the  aid  of  gabions  and  other  temporary  expedients.  Our  knowl- 
edge of  it  is  imperfect,  but  enough  is  known  to  enable  us  to  form  as 
correct  a  judgment  of  the  effects  of  the  proposed  explosion  in  the  open 
sea  in  front  of  it  as  though  we  possessed  as  much  detail  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding case  of  Fort  Oaswell. 

The  distance  of  Fort  Fisher  ironi  the  water  is  not  known  with  cer- 
tainty. The  light-house  situated  in  this  fort,  immediately  a^acent 
thereto,  was,  at  the  date  of  our  last  survey  (1856),  440  yards  flrom  the 
water  line  on  a  N.  (>5o  E.  course,  and  the  nearest  point  to  which  a  ves- 
sel drawing  12  feet  water  could  float  was  950  yards  on  the  same 
course — very  nearly  double  the  distance  of  Fort  ('aawell,  and  hence 
exposed  to  much  less  liability  to  injury  from  the  proposed  explosive. 
All  my  remarks  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  Fort  Caswell  are 
hence  applicable  to  Fort  Fisher,  modifled  by  this  increased  distance 
and  diminishing  the  probability  of  injuring  it  or  its  garrison  by  the 
explosion. 

I  will  now  give  several  instances  of  the  explosion  of  large  (juantities 
of  gunpowder  and  the  reijorded  results  of  effect  produced  in  exempli- 
flcation  of  the  preceding  views: 

1st.  Explosion  of  the  magazine  at  Fort  Lyon,  of  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1863:  The  floor  of  this  magazine  was 
9  feet  below  the  parade  of  the  fort.  The  si)ace  for  i)owder  was  64 
feet  by  7  feet  by  7  feet,  covered  on  top  with  log  of  15  inches  square 
by  18  feet  long,  and  above  them  8  feet  of  earth  (in  thickness).  The 
amount  of  powder  in  the  magazine  was  17,500  pounds  in  barrels, 
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besides  which  there  was  ammunition  prepared  for  900  cartridges  for 
32-iK>anders,  750  cartridges  for  24-pounder8,  and  500  cartridges  for  30- 
lH>under  Parrott  guns,  and  about  200  rounds  for  fleldpieces.  The  earth 
over  and  on  top  of  the  magazine  was  scattered  in  every  direction,  prin- 
cipally upward.  It  fell  in  considerable  quantities  at  a  distance  of  400 
to  500  yards.  Other  portions  of  earth  were  thrown  to  the  right  and 
left  and  deposited  immediately  alongside  the  outline  of  the  magazine. 
The  logs  on  top  of  the  powder  room  were  thrown  in  every  direction. 
8ome  pieces  were  thrown  to  a  great  distance,  in  one  case  600  yards. 
The  breadth  of  the  cavity  in  the  earth  formed  by  this  explosion  was 
about  45  feet  on  top.  The  explosion  did  not  affect  the  other  earthwork 
of  the  fort  to  any  material  extent,  although  it  surrounded  this  maga- 
zine on  three  sides  and  not  more  than  80  feet  from  the  magazine,  rising 
several  feet  above  it.  One  gun  on  the  rampart  was  thrown  (rolled) 
into  battery  and  tipped  forward  with  its  muzzle  resting  on  the  para* 
l^t.  The  loaded  shells  in  the  magazine  were  thrown  to  various  dis- 
tances, in  one  case  as  far  as  2,500  yards.  The  wooden  buildings  and 
teats  used  as  officers'  quarters,  placed  near  the  magazine,  were  entirely 
destroyed.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion  most  of  the  garrison  were  in 
the  bombproof,  which  opens  on  the  front  opposite  the  magazine  and 
about  75  feet  f^om  it.  All  the  officers  and  men  therein  escaped  unin- 
jured. At  a  house  350  yards  from  the  magazine  the  glass  of  the  win- 
dows was  blown  violently  in  and  the  doors  out  The  walls  were  started 
out  and  toward  the  magazinej  in  one  case  more  than  an  inch,  while  the 
whole  house  was  settl^  unevenly  on  its  foundations.  Several  persons 
were  lifted  up  and  thrown  to  some  distance,  in  one  instance  about  150 
yards,  escaping  with  very  slight  bruises,  while  others  sustained 
scarcely  a  mark  on  their  bondies. 

2d.  Another  example  of  the  explosion  of  a  dex>ot  of  powder  of  recent 
date  occurred  at  City  Point.  A  canal  boat  moored  alongside  the  wharf 
contained  all  the  surplus  ammunition,  amounting  to  not  less  than  8  tons 
(19,920  pounds),  some  of  it  in  boxes,  which  may  not  all  have  exploded. 
There  seemed  to  have  been  but  one  explosion.  A  similar  canal  boat  or 
barge  was  moored  against  and  on  the  outside  of  the  one  loaded  with 
X>owder,  etc.  The  wharf  was  built  on  piles.  On  the  wharf  was  a  wooden 
storehouse  one  story  in  height.  About  300  feet  of  this  wharf  was 
destroyed.  The  storehouse  was  blown  down.  It  contained  quarter- 
master and  commissary  stores.  A  loaded  railroad  train  was  on  the 
track  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  wharf.  The  engineer  was  on  his 
engine.  Neither  the  train,  engine,  nor  engineer  were  injured.  Across 
the  railroad,  about  165  yards  irom  the  explosion,  stood  some  light 
wooden  buildings,  sutlers'  tents,  etc.  All  of  these  were  blown  down  or 
so  much  injur^  that  they  were  torn  down.  Several  persons  were 
killed  in  and  around  these  buildings.  Fragments  of  the  boat  were 
thrown  some  500  yards  of  a  size  and  with  a  velocity  sufficient  to  kill  a 
man.  My  informant  was  in  his  tent  about  550  yards  from  the  explo- 
sion. He  felt  the  shock  very  sensibly,  but  received  no  injury  except 
from  pieces  of  projectiles.  A  small  boat  alongside  the  barge  next  to 
the  one  blown  up  contained  several  men.  The  boat  was  capsized  and 
some  of  the  men  slightly  injured.  No  case  of  injury  to  any  individual 
could  be  found  except  struck  with  some  projectile. 

3d.  An  explosion  occurred  in  July,  1848,  on  board  a  schooner  at  the 
levee  opposite  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  loaded  with  656  boxes  of 
ammunition  and  other  boxes  of  ordnance  stores. 

It  took  place  after  141  boxes  of  the  ordnance  stores  had  been 
unloaded  and  reshipped  on  board  a  steamer  alongside  the  schooner, 
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destroying  the  schooner,  killing  one,  and  wounding  another  man  on 
board. 

No  injury  was  done  to  the  several  other  vessels  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  to  the  steamer  alongside,  nor  to  the  buildings  on  the 
shore. 

4th.  In  the  vicinity  of  New  York  two  instances  of  explosions  are 
within  my  recollection. 

The  one,  a  powder  magazine,  near  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  which 
exploded  about  the  year  1807,  throwing  pieces  of  the  building  over  into 
the  city  of  New  York  and  about  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  producing  no 
injury,  so  far  as  I  can  now  ascertain,  to  buildings  by  tne  explosion  of 
the  powder. 

The  second  case  occurred  about  1830.  The  steam  firigate  Fultanj  the 
first  vessel  of  this  character  ever  built  (finished  and  in  service  in 
1814),  was  ii^ured  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazine  while  moored  on 
the  fiats  at  the  navy  yard.  The  quantity  of  powder  on  board  was 
small,  and  although  enough  to  destroy  much  of  the  vessel,  it  did  no 
injury  to  surrounding  objects.  The  vessel  had  timber  sides  several  feet 
thick,  floated  on  two  hulls,  with  water  wheels  between  them. 

5th.  At  Du  Font's  x)owder  factory,  near  Wilmington,  DeL,  there  have 
been  numerous  explosions  fh)m  time  to  time.  The  injury  done  beyond 
the  immediate  locality  of  the  mill  or  depot  has  been  from  fragments  of 
the  building  in  which  the  x>owder  was  stored  or  beiag  manufactured, 
and  no  ma^rial  itgury  from  concussion  or  blast  of  powder. 

6th.  The  recent  test  of  the  XX-inch  gun  at  Fort  Hamilton,  near  New 
York,  was  another  instance  where  the  ettect  of  blast  of  iwwder  was 
observed  with  a  charge  of  125  pounds  of  powder.  Men  were  stationed 
directly  on  the  line  of  fire,  distant  about  75  feet  from  the  muzzle,  and 
screened  by  the  river  bank  that  rose  about  20  feet  above  their  heads 
and  about  28  feet  below  the  level  of  the  axis  of  the  gun  prolonged. 
They  experienced  no  inconvenience  from  the  blast. 

7th.  Keferring  to  European  experience,  1  may  call  your  attention  to 
the  depot  magazine  of  the  French  array  at  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  in 
the  Maiuelou  Vert  in  1855.  It  contained  15,400  pounds  of  powder.  It 
occupied  the  center  of  the  work,  was  sunk  below  the  parade,  and  made 
bombproof  above  and  around  by  earth  and  logs  similar,  in  most  respects, 
to  that  of  Fort  Lyon.  It  formed  a  crater  extending  to  the  limits  of  the 
terrc-plein  of  this  small  work,  but  did  no  material  injury  to  the  rampart, 
or  even  the  parapets.  Two  batteries,  distant  50  yards  from  the  center 
of  the  magazine,  were  injured.  One  hundred  and  forty  men  were  killed 
and  wounded,  some  by  the  first  efiect  of  the  explosion,  others  by  the 
masses  of  earth,  stone,  and  timbers  that  were  carried  a  considerable 
distiince.    Beams  were  thrown  inside  the  liussiau  lines. 

8th.  In  1840  the  English  and  Turkish  fleets  bombarded  St.  Jean 
d'Acre,  blowing  up  an  extensive  arsenal  within  the  limits  of  the 
defenses.  It  was  situated  in  the  ditch,  with  ramparts  on  each  side, 
about  50  feet  from  the  building.  The  explosions  formed  an  extensive 
crater,  extending  under  the  two  ramparts,  making  a  breach  in  ea(*,h  of 
them,  and  killing  and  wounding  about  1,000  men  at  the  moment  of  the 
explosion  on  the  rampart  adjacent  to  the  arsenal. 

The  quantityof  powder  in  this  extensive  building  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained, although  it  was  known  to  fill  the  building,  with  some  exposed 
in  the  courtyard  in  the  open  air.  The  mass  of  stone,  earth,  and  timber 
appears  to  have  caused  the  death  of  the  troops. 

9th.  We  have  numerous  instances  of  the  blowing  up  of  ships  of  the 
lino,  as  the  French  admiral's  shi]>  ofi^  Aboukir  and  of  the  Turkish 
admiral's  ship  at  Navarino,  where  destruction  of  the  ships  was  entire 
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and  complete,  but  no  efi'ect  is  known  or  supposed  to  have  followed  from 
the  explosion  of  the  gases  acting  upon  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 

10th.  The  square  tower  of  Brescia,  70  feet  high  and  18  feet  ^^out  to 
out,"  was  destroyed  in  1769  by  the  explosion  of  gunpowder  stored 
within  it  as  a  magazine,  containiugat  the  time  160,000  pounds  (French) 
of  powder. 

Within  a  radius  of  100  toises  190  houses  were  destroyed;  within  a 
radius  of  300  toises  500  houses  were  greatly  ii\jured,  308  persons  were 
killed,  and  500  wounded.  A  stone  weighing  150  pounds  was  thrown  1 
Italian  mile.  The  walls  of  this  building  were  4  feet  9  inches  (French) 
thick.    It  was  two  stories  high,  separated  by  a  masonry  arch. 

11th.  A  magazine  exploded  during  the  siege  of  Almeida,  Spain,  con- 
taining 150,000  pounds  (French)  of  powder.  The  cathedral,  distant 
J 65  meters,  was  destroyed;  500  inhabitants  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
the  ac^acent  buildings.  The  French  trenches  were  filled  with  the 
ruins,  and  large  masses  of  stone  and  pieces  of  the  heaviest  caliber 
were  thro\f  u  in  the  country  over  the  ramparts.  Three-quarters  of  this 
small  town  within  a  radius  of  200  meters  was  destroyed.  The  trenches 
were  at  the  time  from  600  to  800  meters  distant.  The  fortifications  of 
the  place,  however,  were  uninjured.  The  city  contained  about  1,500 
inhabitants. 

12th.  In  October,  1864,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames,  between 
Erith  and  Woolwich,  two  powder  magazines  and  two  barges  loaded 
with  powder  exploded,  killing  8  or  9  persons  and  wounding  others. 
The  quantity  of  powder  in  the  largest  magazine  (Hall's),  of  50  feet 
square,  on  two  floors,  was  750  barrels,  and  in  the  smaller  one  (Lowood's), 
of  28  feet  by  48  feet,  were  90  barrels,  and  in  the  two  barges  then  at  the 
wharves  200  barrels,  making  the  total  quantity  exploded  about  104,000 
pounds. 

The  two  magazines  were  135  feet  from  each  other,  situated  on  the 
edge  of  the  river,  immediately  behind  the  dike.  The  two  barges  were 
moored  alongside  the  wharves  or  jetties,  one  of  which  projected  into  the 
river  122  feet  and  the  other  120  feet.  Connected  with  these  two  maga- 
zines were  three  cottages  occupied  by  workmen  and  their  families. 
One  of  them  (Eaynon's)  was  71  yards  ft'om  Hall's  magazine;  another, 
occupied  by  York,  was  70  yards,  and  the  third,  occupi^  by  Silver,  was 
50  yards  from  the  Lowood  magazine.  These  two  magazines  and  three 
houses  situated  as  above  were  upon  a  tract  of  20  acres  of  ground,  and  the 
only  buildings  within  a  mile  of  the  disaster.  There  were  three  distinct 
explosions — the  first  on  board  the  barges,  which  tore  asunder  the  large 
magazine,  which  latter  caused  the  smaller  one  to  explode.  Of  these 
magazines  not  a  single  stone  remained  upon  one  another.  The  barges 
were  split  into  fragments  and  hurled  in  the  air.  The  embankment  was 
destroyed,  forming  a  crater  of  75  feet  in  length  and  30  feet  deep.  Eay- 
non's cottage  was  entirely  destroyed,  himself  and  son  were  killed ;  his 
wife  and  daughter  were  dug  out  of  the  ruins  alive.  Silver's  cottage 
was  in  ruins.  In  it  a  child  was  killed.  Silver  himself  was  at  the  back 
door  and  thrown  down  by  the  first  explosion,  but  not  hurt,  while 
the  house  was  destroyed  by  the  second  and  third  explosions.  He  was 
dug  out  of  the  ruins.  No  damage  was  done  beyond  the  20  acres  on 
which  the  magazines  and  houses  were  built  other  than  breaking  some 
panes  of  glass  and  doors.  The  shock  was  felt  more  or  less  throughout 
London,  distant  at  the  nearest  point  about  15  miles,  and  some  state- 
ments g^ve  the  distance  as  great  as  40  and  50  miles  to  which  it  was  felt. 
These  facts  were  sworn  to  before  the  coroner's  jury. 

A  magazine  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  those  blown  up  was  uninjured. 
The  storekeeper  and  four  workmen  were  in  this  magazine  at  the  time. 


214       NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADINO  8QUADB0H. 

The  second  explosion  knocked  them  down  and  a  piece  of  iron  fell 
through  the  roof.  Another  magazine  lay  at  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  ftirther  off,  and  a  Oovernment  magazine  1  mile,  to  which  no  ii^nry 
was  done.    These  facts  sworn  to  as  above. 

BlOHD.  Delafield. 
Oeneral  and  Chief  Engineer. 
Ohablbs  a.  Dana,  esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Confidential.]  Washington  Arsenal, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  18y  1864. 

Sir:  The  proposition  which  was  under  discussion  last  evening,  viz, 
the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  defensive  works  by  means  of  exploding 
large  masses  of  powder  near  them  appears  to  me  to  resolve  itself  into 
three  parts: 

1st.  The  probable  effect  of  such  an  explosion  on  the  enemy's  works. 

2d.  The  disposition  of  the  powder  on  board  of  the  vessel. 

3d.  The  means  of  igniting  it. 

1st.  The  amount  of  powder,  I  understand,  has  been  fixed  at  200 
tons,  and  the  distance  at  which  the  explosion  is  to  take  place  will 
be  aoout  100  yards  from  the  object.  If  these  conditions  are  ftdfiUed^  I 
think  the  work  will  be  seriously  damaged  by  the  explosion  of  its  pnn- 
cipal  magazines,  and  the  traverses  and  bombproofs  may  be  shattered 
or  overturned,  it  appears  to  me,  however,  that  there  will  be  great 
difficulty  in  getting  so  near  the  object  if  the  enemy  are  vigilant,  even 
in  the  aarkest  night.  A  few  light  balls  will  be  sufficient  to  light  up  a 
space  of  several  hundred  yards  in  flront  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  the 
offensive  operations  will  be  clearly  seen  by  [thej  enemy  and  the  powder 
vessel  will  become  an  easy  mark  for  his  heaviest  guns  before  it  can  be 
brought  into  position. 

2d.  The  greatest  explosive  effect  is  produced  by  powder  when  it  is 
confined  in  a  space  equal  to  its  own  volume.  The  xK)wder  to  be  used, 
therefore,  should  be  taken  out  of  the  barrels  and  placed  in  a  timber  box 
just  sufficient  to  hold  it.  A  box  of  19  feet  linear  dimensions,  I  think, 
will  be  large  enough  to  contain  400,(K)0  pounds  or  200  tons ;  or  an  oblong 
box  10  feet  high,  20  feet  wide,  and  32  feet  long  will  suffice  to  contain  it. 
The  effect  of  the  explosion  would  be  the  greatest,  I  think,  if  this  box 
be  placed  above  and  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  or  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  object.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  powder  box  well 
covered  up  with  sand  bags  as  a  protection  against  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
to  confine  the  gases  until  the  combustion  is  more  nearly  completed  than 
it  would  be  if  fired  in  the  oi>en  air  or  under  ordinary  pressure. 

3d.  It  strikes  me  that  the  best  means  of  firing  the  powder  would  be 
one  of  Beardslee's  magneto-electric  machines,  which  he  has  devised  for 
this  purpose.  Two  or  three  such  machines  might  be  usefully  employed, 
acting  independently  of  each  other,  to  make  the  explosion  more  sure. 

The  little  attention  and  tliought  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  and  the  absence  of  all  practical  experience  in  the  effect  of  such 
explosions,  will,  I  fear,  make  my  opinion  of  little  practical  value.    Such 
as  it  is,  you  are  welcome  to  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  G.  Benton, 

Major ^  Commanding. 

Captain  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance^  U.  8.  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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Navy  Ordnance  Yard, 
Washington  Oity^  November  23 j  1864. 

No  direct  experiments  have  ever  been  made  on  this  subject  with 
powder  in  an  anconfined  state,  though  there  are  many  records  of  its 
effects  as  produced  in  mines. 

In  recalling  the  effects  of  various  accidental  explosions  we  may,  how- 
ever, have  some  means  of  comparing  its  effects. 

First,  as  most  completely  authenticated,  are  the  explosions  occurring 
before  SebastojK)!  during  the  siege;  two  of  the  service  magazines  in  the 
French  batteries,  one  containing  4,000  pounds,  the  other  3,000  pounds 
of  powder,  exploded,  killing  a  few  men^  stunning  some  others,  but  doing 
no  damage  to  the  guns  and  but  little  to  the  batteries.    A  still  greater 

explosion  of  English  magazine  containing pounds  caused  a  much 

wider  spread  damage,  but  produced  no  direct  effects  beyond  a  radius  of 
250  yards.  Very  considerable  damage  was  caused  at  great  distances 
by  the  secondary  effect  of  the  explosion  of  many  live  shells  thrown  to 
[a]  distant  place  and  there  exploding. 

Secondly,  the  great  explosion  at  Erith.  Here,  as  before,  the  intense 
effect  was  essentially  local,  and  no  damage  produced  except  to  build- 
ings beyond  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Even  individuals  distant  half  a  mile 
suffered  no  ill  effects. 

In  short,  the  lateral  effect  is  very  limited,  except  upon  vertical  sur- 
faces, and  here  it  appears  to  be  principally  produced  by  the  reaction  of 
confined  air  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  glass  of  windows  and  all 
walls  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  always  fall  toward  the  point  of 
explosion. 

For  these  reasons  I  do  not  consider  that  any  serious  damage  can  be 
produced  beyond  500  yards  by  the  quantity  proposed.  If  attempted  it 
should  be  placed  in  a  vessel  of  light  draft  and  stored  above  water,  the 
force  increased  as  much  as  possible  by  a  covering  of  sand  bags,  and 
these  again  with  live  shells  to  obtain  as  great  a  secondary  effect  as 
possible.  The  most  certain  mode  of  causing  the  explosion  would  be  by 
the  use  of  several  wires,  using  several  of  Beardslee's  machines.  In 
addition,  half  a  dozen  arrangements  depending  on  clockwork  should  be 
made  to  determine  an  ultimate  explosion  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the 
wires.  Finally,  the  vessel  could  always  be  blown  up  by  firing  at  her 
after  daylight. 

Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant' Commander^  in  charge  Executive  Department, 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

November  23, 1864. 

To  consider  the  foregoing  papers  and  discuss  the  subject  generally, 
Mr.  Fox,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  assembled  the  following- 
named  officers  at  the  residence  of  Captain  Wise:  General  Dyer,  Col- 
onel Maynadier,  Major  Benton,  Lieutenant- Commander  Aulick,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Jefiers,  Lieutenant-Commander  Ives. 

The  following  propositions  were  submitted  and  discussed  seriatim: 

1.  To  explode  on  board  a  vessel  300  tons  of  gunx)owder  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  either  Fort  Fisher  or  Fort  Caswell. 

2.  How  near  would  it  be  safe  for  the  operator  to  be  who  explodes  the 
I)owderf 

3.  The  manner  of  producing  the  explosion:  Shall  it  be  done  by 
Beardslee's  or  some  other  battery,  or  by  the  Gomez  ot  ot\i^T  ^\3lta\ 
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4.  How  shall  the  jwwder  be  stowed?    What  the  character  of  vessel t 

6.  What  would  be  the  effect  apoii  persons  in  the  fort  not  injored  by 
fiJline  timber,  stones,  etc,  at  a  distance  of  800  yards  f 

6.  Suppose  300  tons  were  exploded  in  a  ve^ssel  on  shore  (aground)  at 
Federal  Point,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  earthworks  on  that 
point  and  the  people  in  themf 

Proposition  1. — ^The  discussion  began  with  a  question  by  General 
Dyer,  that  supposing  the  explosion  is  effected,  will  we  gain  the  advan- 
tages sough  tf 

Mr.  Fox  explained,  in  substance,  that  if  the  explosion  will  deprive 
the  i>eople  in  the  forts  of  all  power  to  resist  for  a  period  of  two  or  three 
hours,  ample  time  will  thereby  be  afibrded  tor  the  fleet  to  pass.  The 
l^avy  must  therefere  be  ready  to  move  forward  immediately,  using 
light-draft  vessels  to  lift  torpedoes,  etc. 

The  principal  object  in  view  is  to  silence  and  destroy  or  occupy  the 
forts,  and  thus  get  command  of  the  mouth  of  the  [Gape  Fear]  Biver  and 
put  an  end  to  all  blockade  running.  This  will  place  Wilmington  in  the 
same  condition  as  Mobile.  The  possession  of  Federal  Point  will  give 
us  the  key  to  the  whole  position.  The  contemplated  draft  of  the  powder 
vessel  will  be  12  feet,  and  her  nearest  approach  estimated  at  450  yards. 

The  discussion  of  this  first  proposition  naturally  entered  into  that  of 
all  the  others,  and  was  followed  during  the  entire  interview. 

Proposition  2, — The  answer  agreed  upon  to  this  was,  that  a  safe  dis- 
tance for  the  operator  would  be  5  miles. 

Proposition  3. — In  considering  this  the  probabilities  of  failure  were 
kept  in  view,  and  it  was  remarked  that  the  Beardslee  apparatus  experi- 
enced dif&culties  in  its  operations  at  Norfolk  in  removing  piles.  It  was 
finally  decided,  however,  to  make  use  of  several  of  these  macliineK, 
with  separate  and  distinct  wires  leading  to  different  parts  of  the  mass 
of  powder,  and  at  the  same  time  tv^  use  the  (lomez  fuze  and  several 
arrangements  of  clockwork  in  order  to  insure  an  ultimate  success. 

Proposition  4. — In  relation  to  this  the  conclusion  reached  was  that 
the  powder  should  be  stowed  as  much  above  water  as  it  could  be  with 
due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  vessel;  to  be  put  up  in  sacks  or  bags 
of  100  pounds  each  and  placed  in  separate  bins  communicating  with 
each  other,  the  bins  to  be  lined  with  tin,  hermetically  sealed  and  sur- 
rounded with  bags  of  sand  on  the  outsides  and  to]). 

The  vessel  should  be  a  large  steamer  of  light  draft,  accompanie<l  by 
a  small  tug  to  bring  off  the  crew. 

Proposition  5. — The  answers  to  this  were  of  course  only  conjectural, 
but  the  opinion  was  that  the  explosion  would  lift  the  covering  of  the 
bombproofs  and  have  a  demoralizing  and  great  physical  efi'ect  upon  the 
garrison. 

And  this  proposition,  in  connection  with  the  direct  question  embraced 
in  proposition  0,  was  thus  answered: 

That  the  explosion  would  injure  the  earthworks  to  a  very  great 
extent,  render  the  guns  unserviceable  for  a  time,  and  probably  affect 
the  garrison  to  such  a  degree  as  to  deprive  them  of  power  to  resist  the 
passage  of  naval  vessels  by  the  forts  and  the  carrying  of  these  works 
by  immediate  assault. 

Finally,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  great  importance  of  the  question,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  successful  result  as  compared  with  the  outlay  of  means  neces- 
sary to  make  the  experiment,  the  effort  should  be  made  by  exploding  a 
mass  of  300  tons  of  gunpowd^  in  a  vessel  as  near  the  earthworks  on 
Federal  Point  as  it  may  be  possible  to  do. 
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Letter  from  BeAr-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  lieatenant^Cominaader  Watmough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  proposed  plan. 

GospoBT  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  8, 1804. 

Sir:  I  propose  running  a  yessel  drawing  8A  feet  (as  near  to  Fort 
Fisber  as  possible)  with  350  tons  of  powder,  and  exploding  her  by  run- 
ning her  upon  the  beach  oatside  and  opposite  Fort  Fisher.  My  calca- 
lations  are  that  the  explosion  will  wind  np  Fort  Fisher  and  the  works 
along  the  beach,  and  that  we  can  open  fire  with  the  vessels  without 
damage. 

Now,  I  want  all  the  information  to  be  obtained  whether  an  8  or  9  foot 
vessel  can  get  close  to  Fort  Fisher  from  the  outside,  and  how  close  and 
whether  she  can  get  close  from  the  inside  by  crossing  the  bar. 

The  object  is  to  get  the  vessels  with  the  powder  as  close  to  Fort 
Fisher  as  possible,  and  if  it  can  be  done  from  the  outside,  there  will  be 
no  danger  of  the  crew  not  escaping,  or  of  the  vessel  grounding  outside 
the  bar  before  she  gets  to  the  desired  spot  I  want  a  line  run  with 
Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  A  S.  on  to  the  beach,  and  obtain  for  me  the 
exact  soundings.  It  wouhl  suit  me  exactly  if  I  could  place  the  powder 
vessel  in  the  position  marked  on  the  chart*  I  herewith  send  you,  which 
chart  is  confidential. 

Let  me  know  if  you  have  a  pilot  I  can  depend  on  to  take  the  powder 
vessel  over  the  bar  in  case  we  can't  beach  her  near  the  fort  on  the 
oatside. 

Have  all  the  information  you  can  get  ready  by  the  time  I  go  down. 

I  send  Sub-Assistant  Bradford,  of  the  Goast  Survey,  to  you,  who  will 
do  the  work  J  afford  him  all  facilitiejs.    I  send  down  two  calcium  lights, 
one  for  each  bar,  and  a  man  to  sliow  you  how  to  work  them. 
Very  resi)ect£ully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet, 


[Teleifrani.] 

Washington,  December  Sj  1864 — 10:45  a,  m. 
Inform  Lieutenant-Commander  Jefl'ers  that  the  powder  steamer  is  now 
in  New  York  and  will  probaby  reach  Hampton  lioads  on  next  Saturday 
evening  or  Sunday,  and  to  carry  out  my  views  in  regard  to  the  powder 
as  far  as  practicable. 

H.  A.  Wise, 


Captain  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station, 


Chief  Bnreav, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Hayy,  to  Acting  Master  Slieer,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  goard  the 

U.  8.  8.  Loniaiana. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  December  9j  1864, 
Sir  :  Move  your  vessel  near  the  Louisiana  at  Craney  Island  and  keep 
guard  over  her  until  she  leaves,  after  which  return  to  your  station. 

*  Not  fonnd. 
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Exercise  f^n^eat  vi^lance  as  regards  boats  visitiiig  this  vessel,  and 
allow  none  to  go  on  board  of  her  before  reiK>rtiDg  to  you. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 
Bear- Admiral  J  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte^  Norfolk^  Ta, 


Order  of  Se«r- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Oommandor  BUnd,  U.  8.  Hayy,  ragardiag  powder 

for  the  U.  8.  8.  LouieiaiuL 

Hampton  Roads,  December  10^  1864. 
SiB:  The  commander  of  the  Sa^atu^us  has  been  directed  to  leave  with 
the  Louisiana  in  tow  the  moment  the  wind  subsides  and  endeavor  to  get 
to  Beaufort  before  the  offshore  wind  changes. 

When  you  get  to  Beaufort  you  will  find  there  two  schooners  with  90 
tons  of  powder  on  board  in  cylinders.  You  will  transfer  it  to  the  can- 
vas bags  now  on  board  the  Louisiana.  The  names  of  the  schooners  are 
William  Allen  and  M.  Small.  Captain  Davis  has  received  orders  to  give 
you  every  assistance  in  tilling  the  powder,  and  you  will  call  on  any  <;om- 
mander  there,  who  is  directed  to  give  you  anything  you  want  in  the  way 
of  men  or  material. 
Every  hour  is  of  importance,  and  I  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost. 
Don't  get  the  vessel  too  deep,  though  I  am  axious  that  she  should 
have  the  300  tons  on  board,  or  nearly  that.  Her  depth,  (hongh,  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  lirst. 

When  you  have  finished  tilling  the  powder  on  board  cover  the  loading 
ports  with  canvas,  painted  and  batti'ned,  and  every  other  place  about 
the  vessel  where  water  may  get  in.    If  scup[)er  plugs  have  not  been  put 
in,  have  it  done  before  you  leave  Beaufort. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Eear-Admiral. 
Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U,  S,  8.  Agawam, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  in  the 
JJ.  8.  8.  SaasacuB  to  Beaufbrt,  H.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  ll^  1864. 
SiB:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  on  the  duty  assigned  you  in  the 
Sassacus  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  The  Sa^sacus  will  tow  down  the  LouiH- 
ana  to  that  place.  After  her  arrival  there  you  will  proceed  to  till  her 
up  without  delay  and  be  ready  to  leave  there  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Look  out  she  is  not  too  deep,  though  she  will  only  leave  there  in  very 
smooth  water.  Call  on  any  commanders  there  for  volunteers  to  make 
up  the  number  of  officers  and  men  required  and  call  on  them  for  boats 
or  any  thing  that  you  may  require  for  the  success  of  the  expedition. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobter, 

Bsar'Admiral. 
Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

Comma/nding  U.  S.  S.  Agawamj  Norfolk. 
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Order  of  Sear^Admixal  Porter,  IT.  8.  Haw,  to  LLeatenant-Comnuuider  Davii,  IT.  8.  Havy,  oom- 
manding  U.  S.  8.  8aMaeiiM,  to  prooeed  to  Beanfort,  H.  C,  towing  the  IT.  8.  8.  Loniiiana, 
loaded  with  powder. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  lly  1864. 
Sir:  Yoa  will  take  in  tow  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisianaj  loaded  with  pow- 
der, and  take  her  down  to  Beaafort,  K.  G.  If  yoa  apprehend  danger 
to  her  in  towing  her  across  the  bar  at  that  place,  you  will  signal  for 
the  tag  there  and  make  her  tow  the  vessel  in,  when  yon  will  follow. 
Have  her  anchored  in  a  safe  place  within  the  harbor  and  keep  a  watch 
over  her.  When  the  steamer  has  arrived  with  the  x)owder  to  go  in  her, 
yoa  will  give  all  assistance  in  loading  her  without  delay. 

Have  a  strict  watch  kept  that  no  vessel  lies  near  her,  and  moor  head 
and  stern  there  yourself,  not  to  take  up  too  much  room.  Be  careful  if 
you  meet  with  a  heavy  head  sea  to  keep  the  vessel  in  a  position  that 
will  make  her  roll  as  little  as  possible. 

Bespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Itear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant- Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  8,  S.  Sasaacu^y  Hampton  Roads, 


Order  of  Sear-Adiniral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Aoting  Kaster  Oha«e,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  prooeed  to 
Beanfort,  H.  C,  in  oommaad  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Looiiiana. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  12^  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  take  command  of  the  Louisiana^ 
now  lying  at  Craney  Island,  and  proceed  with  her  to  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
the  iSassaeu8  towing  her.    You  will  permit  no  lire  to  be  lighted  on  the 
Jxpuunana;  no  cigars  to  be  smoked  in  any  part  of  the  vessel. 

If  a  gale  of  wind  should  come  on  and  you  find  a  difficulty  in  the 
Sassaeus  towing  you,  you  will  have  to  get  up  steam  and  proceed  off 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  Take  a  pilot  there  and  go  in ;  await  farther  orders. 
A  great  deal  depends  on  the  success  of  getting  this  vessel  to  Beaufort 
and  you  must  guard  against  any  accident  as  you  approach  Beaufort. 
Keep  your  lead  going  and  give  the  shoals  a  good  berth. 
Bespectfnlly,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  [Whitman!  Chase, 

V.  8.  8.  Wahash. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Matter  Chaee,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
oflloere  and  men  not  required  on  the  U.  8.  8.  LonieiaDa. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
JJ.  8.  FUigship  Malvern^  Hampton  Roads^  December  lJ2j  1864. 
Sir:  Ar  soon  as  Captain  Bhind  assumes  command  of  the  Louisiana 
you  will  see  that  all  the  officers  and  men  not  required  by  him  do  return 
to  their  respective  vessels  and  will  apply  for  a  tug  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rea^'Admiral. 
Acting  Master  Chase, 

OommamMng  U.  8.  8.  lA>ui8iana. 
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Additioiud  order  of  Reftr-Admizal  Portor,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Uoottnaat-OomHUUidor  Oftvii,  U.  8. 
Navy,  eommaiidiiig  U.  8.  8.  f 


Hampton  Uoads,  Virginia,  December  I2j  ls6L 
Sib  :  Time  flies.    You  mast  get  the  Louutiana  anderway  at  daylight 
If  the  offlcers  who  are  to  go  in  her  are  not  on  board,  you  must  leave 
them. 

Bee  that  the  proper  persons  are  on  board  to  take  care  of  her  and 
send  them,  if  necessary,  from  your  vessel. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Lientenant-Oonimander  John  L.  Davis. 

Commanding  U,  S.  8.  8(i88a4iU8. 


Report  of  Lioatenant-Coiiimaiider  Davii,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  delay  in  tlie  departore  of 

the  U.  8.  8.  Loniiiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 
Off  Craney  Island,  December  13, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  and  would  respectfully  state  that  the  delay  in 
starting  with  the  Jjouisiana  has  not  been  occasioned  by  any  want  of 
dispatch  on  my  part.    She  was  not  ready  until  now,  as  reported  by 
LieutenantOommander  Jeffers  to  Commander  Rhind.    I  will  at  once 
(9:30  a.  m.)  take  her  in  tow  and  carry  out  your  orders  in  regard  to  her. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
JAeutenant-  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  1).  1).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  initmotione  firom  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Hayy,  to  lientenant-Conunander  Wat- 
mough,  V.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Kaniai. 

North  Atlantkj  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N,  (\,  December  17,  1864, 

Sib  :  You  will  procee<l  without  delay  to  New  Inlet  and  there  tjike 
charge,  as  usual,  and  will  explain  to  the  commanders  what  is  expected 
of  them. 

A  vessel  will  be  in  readiness  to  communicate  with  you  when  the 
powder  vessel  is  approaching,  when  you  will  make  some  signal  that 
will  excite  no  suspicion,  to  send  the  bar  vessels  offshore  not  less  than 
12  miles.  This  signal  you  will  arrange  yourself— two  red  lights  held 
over  the  side — and  keeping  the  vessels  close  together,  would  be  a  good 
plan.  I  want  nothing  done  to  excite  suspicion,  but  the  bar  tenders  to 
run  in  as  usual  near  sunset.  Tell  the  commanders  to  be  particular  and 
let  the  steam  run  down  (when  they  get  to  the  distance  of  safety)  for 
fear  of  damage  to  the  boiler  by  the  explosion. 

Keep  one  good  tug  or  steamer  ready  to  take  the  boats  of  the  Louini' 
ana  in  tow,  when  the  officers  and  men  leave  the  vessel.  She  must  lie 
at  a  short  distance  (not  over  a  mile)  from  shore,  or  just  far  enough  not 
to  be  seen  by  the  rebels. 
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Yoa  will  have  a  very  fast-pnlling  boat  prepared  to  lie  close  iu,  on  a 
line  with  Fort  Fisher,  bearing  W.  |  S. 

Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Sarvey,  will  go  in  the  boat  and  place  her 
where  the  Louisiana  can  ran  for  her. 

Prepare  a  box  with  lid  to  hold  a  red  lantern,  well  trimmed.  The 
boat  will  show  this  lantern  in  a  box  in  a  direction  the  Louisiana  will 
come  from,  being  particnlar  never  to  tarn  it  on  shore.  Have  a  boat 
compass  or  a  heavy  compass  in  the  boat,  and  two  dark  lanterns  to  read 
the  conrses  by. 

When  the  Louisiana  has  passed  Mr.  Bradford's  boat,  he  will  obscure 
his  light,  keeping  it  ready  to  show  again.  He  will  then  pall  oat  aboat 
200  yards  and  wait  for  the  party  from  the  Louisiana,  who  will  pall  in 
his  direction. 

When  the  boats  arrive,  he  will  show  his  light  in  the  box  to  the 
steamer  or  tag,  which  will  flash  a  red  lantern  quickly,  the  boats  con- 
tinuing oflshore. 

No  time  is  to  be  lost  in  getting  underway  when  on  board  the  steamer, 
and  as  Captain  Bhind  will  know  by  his  watch  what  time  the  explosion 
will  take  place,  the  steam  can  be  run  down  to  suit  the  occasion.  At 
the  same  time,  moderate  steam  should  be  carried  from  the  start  and 
the  boilers  not  pressed.  The  whole  thing  must  be  done  coolly  and 
systematically. 

When  the  explosion  takes  place,  all  vessels  will  be  prepared  to  fall 
into  the  different  lines  of  battle  marked  on  the  chart.  The  reserves 
Mill  be  under  the  direction  of  Commander  Eolando,  in  the  Keystone 
State. 

Very  resx)ectfally,  yours, 

Davtd  D.  Pobteb, 
Rear- Admiral  J  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Kansas. 


InstnietioiiB  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  offloer  off  Weetem  Bar, 
Cape  Fear  Biver,  regarding  plan  of  attack. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  17y  1864. 

Sib:  A  vessel  filled  with  powder  will  be  sent  in  under  Fort  Fisher 
and  exploded.  You  will,  after  receiving  this,  run  off  every  night,  after 
it  is  dark  enough  not  to  let  the  enemy  see  that  you  are  gone.  Make  all 
the  vessels  you  have  run  off  at  lea^t  12  miles  as  fast  as  they  can  go,  and 
then  let  their  steam  run  down  so  that  the  concussion  will  not  affect  the 
boilers. 

Place  your  vessels  in  a  position  where  they  can  cut  off  a  blockade  run- 
ner attempting  to  go  in  or  out — that  is,  spread  thorn  out  in  line  from 
abreast  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals  to  the  westward  while  anticipating  an 
explosion,  which  will  take  place  in  the  dark  of  the  moon. 

Don't  run  inshore  and  lessen  the  distance  I  have  mentioned,  but  rather 
increase  it.  Be  particular  to  let  steam  go  down  until  the  moon  is  up 
and  there  is  no  longer  any  possibility  of  the  powder  vessel  going  in. 
Be  in  at  the  bar  again  at  daylight,  not  to  excite  suspicions  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  let  them  know  you  are  still  vigilant.  Do  this  every  night  until 
the  explosion  takes  place,  and  when  that  does  happen  you  will  come 
around  at  once  to  the  east  bar,  ^New  Inlet,  with  all  the  vessels  except  the 
Eolus  and  Nansemond,  which  will  be  left  to  watc\i  Wi^\>«bt  aii^  «i^«>  X\\aX» 
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nothing  gets  out  while  we  are  attacking  the  forts.  I  send  you  a  plan 
of  the  attack.  You  will  give  each  (^mmander  one  as  far  as  they  will 
go,  and  if  there  are  not  enoagh,  explain  to  those  who  do  not  get  them, 
or  let  tbem  take  a  roagh  sketcli  that  will  answer.  As  yon  come  aronna 
get  the  vessels  in  liue  of  battle  as  marked  on  the  chart,  and  let  them  all 
report,  by  hailing,  to  Commander  Rolando,  who,  in  the  Kcffstone  SUUe^ 
will  lead  the  reserves  into  sach  a  position  as  I  may  assign  them. 
Besi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Senior  Naval  Oppioeb, 

Off  Western  Bar^  Cape  Fear  River j  North  Carolina. 


Detailed  instmotioiii  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Hayy,  to  Commander  Bhiad,  U.  8. 
Navy,  in  charge  of  U.  8.  8.  Looiilana. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
r.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  17 j  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  when  ready,  with  the  Xoumana,  under  your 
command,  to  the  east  bar.  New  Inlet,  and  place  the  vessel  as  close  to 
Fort  Fisher  as  the  water  will  permit,  even  to  running  heron  the  beach. 
When  she  is  there  she  is  to  be  exploded  by  means  of  clocks,  riow  matches, 
etc,  which  have  been  furnished  yon,  at  such  time  as  in  your  judgment 
may  seem  best. 

I  have  furnished  you  with  all  the  means  at  my  disposal,  and  wbirh 
you  have  required,  to  make  this  thing  successful ;  you  have  had  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  preparations,  and  if  successful  the  credit  will  be 

Jrours.  Great  risks  have  to  be  run,  and  there  are  chances  that  you  may 
ose  your  life  in  this  adventure ;  but  the  risk  is  worth  the  running,  when 
the  importance  of  the  object  is  to  be  considered  and  the  fame  to  be 
gained  by  this  novel  undertaking,  which  is  either  to  prove  that  forts  on 
the  water  are  useless  or  that  the  rebels  are  proof  against  gunpowder. 
I  have  studied  this  matter  very  fairly  and  impartially,  taking  opinions 
from  all  the  lights  of  science  (and  making  due  allowances)  and  eliciting 
such  important  facts  a^s  have  a  real  bearing  on  the  case. 

I  do  not  anticipate  such  a  dreadful  earthquake  as  some  suppose  will 
take  place  (destroying  everything),  nor  do  I  think  the  effect  will  in  any 
way  be  mild. 

I  take  a  mean  between  the  two,  and  think  the  effect  of  the  explosion 
will  be  simply  very  severe,  stunning  men  at  a  distance  of  three  or  four 
hundred  yards,  demoralizing  them  completely,  and  making  them  unable 
to  stand  for  any  length  of  time  a  lire  from  the  ships.  I  think  that  the 
concussion  will  tumble  magazines  that  are  built  on  framework,  and  that 
the  famous  Mound  will  hd  among  the  things  that  were,  and  the  guns 
buried  beneath  the  ruins. 

I  think  that  houses  in  Wilmington  and  Smithville  will  tumble  to  the 
ground  and  much  demoralize  the  people,  and  I  think  if  the  rebels  fight 
after  the  explosion  they  have  more  in  them  than  I  gave  them  credit  for. 

I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  injury  to  any  one  over  2J  miles,  though 
I  have  taken  every  precaution  in  my  general  orders  to  prevent  any  acci- 
dent by  removing  the  vessels  to  such  a  distance  that  they  will  be  in 
perfect  safety.  This,  however,  should  not  influence  you  in  your  arrange- 
ments, and  it  is  desirable  that  the  vessel  should  explode  as  soon  after 
landing  her  as  your  safety  will  permit.  It  would  not  do  to  have  the 
rebels  pat  a  shot  tbrough  her  water  line,  as  it  would  destroy  more  than 
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two-thirds  of  the  powder.  In  this  yoa  mast  consult  yonr  own  opinions 
of  what  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  party  with  yon  and  the  chances 
of  their  getting  ont  of  the  range  of  danger.  I  wonld  suggest  by  all 
means  that  fazes  and  clocks  be  not  depended  on,  bat  that  a  fire  be 
lighted  in  the  stem  of  the  vessel  (the  last  thing  yoa  do  on  leaving),  tak- 
ing care  that  it  be  so  regnlated  that  it  will  bam,  not  too  qnickly,  bat  will 
burn  effectually.  There  may  be  something  yet  unthought  of  that  will 
affect  the  clocks  and  fazes,  but  there  will  1^  no  mistake  in  a  fire. 

I  woald  also  suggest  that  too  high  steam  be  not  carried  on  going  in, 
and  that  the  fire  doors  be  left  open  and  the  safety  valve  fitted  properly 
to  lift  when  high  steam  gets  on ;  otherwise  the  boilers  may  explode  and 
destroy  all  our  work.  I  do  not  think  it  a  good  plan  to  have  the  pro- 
peller working  when  you  leave  the  vessel,  as  in  a  case  of  a  rise  in  the 
water  and  sweeping  her  bow  out  the  powder  vessel  might  chase  you  to 
sea  again,  and  though  not  overtake  you,  turn  the  laugh  on  us.  The 
best  plan  will  be  to  let  go  a  light  kedge  from  the  end  of  the  bowsprit  or 
cutwater.  I  would  not  advise  running  her  hard  onto  the  beach,  as  that 
may  bilge  her.  She  is  fiat-bottomed  and  will  stick  fast  enough  if  run 
up  easy,  provided  the  beach  is  smooth,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  case 
with  the  wind  S.  W. 

'Sow J  the  danger  of  bilging  and  spoiling  all  the  powder  suggests  to  me 
the  plan  of  anchoring  in  case  of  a  surf  close  under  the  fort.  The  vessel 
can  not  then  be  boarded  without  boats,  or  the  fires  put  out  and  the  ves- 
sel scuttled,  all  of  which  might  happen  if  landed  upon  the  beach  with 
a  sea  running  on.  It  is  smooth,  I  believe,  at  New  Inlet  with  the  wind 
N.  by  E.  round  to  S,  W.  going  around  west. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  but  to  wish  you  and  those  with  you  a 
happy  termination  of  this  experiment.  I  exx>ect  more  good  to  our 
cause  i^m  a  success  in  this  instance  than  from  an  advance  of  all  of  the 
armies  in  the  field.  If  we  succeed  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  who  has  the 
most  powder,  and  as  I  believe  it  is  generally  conceded  that  we  are  bet- 
ter supplied  than  the  rebels,  we  can  blow  them  into  submission.  The 
names  of  those  connected  with  the  exjxedition  will  be  famous  for  all 
time  to  come. 

You  and  the  officers  with  you  have  been  selected  for  your  coolness 
and  ability  to  perform  what  is  required,  and  I  have  every  confidence 
that  you  will  do  all  that  men  could  do  under  the  circumstances. 

Time  is  a  great  element  to  success  in  these  operations,  and  the  state 
of  the  weather  induces  me  to  hope  that  we  will  know  the  effect  of  your 
powder  by  to-morrow  night,  and  be  in  posssession  of  the  forts  early  on 
Monday. 

Kesx>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-AdmiraL 

Commander  A.  G.  Khind, 

In  charge  of  U.  8.  8.  Louisianaj  Beaufort^  N.  0. 


Letter  from  Bear^Admind  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Ki^jor-Oeiieral  Butler,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding 

readineis  for  the  attack 

At  Sba,  December  18j  1864. 
Oeneral  :  The  i)owder  vessel  Louisiana  has  gone  in  to  attempt  the 
explosion.    The  weather  looks  threatening.   The  wind  may  haul  to  the 
west,  but  it  is  not  likely.    The  barometer  is  high,  yet  the  weather  do^a 
not  please  me. 
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In  case  of  an  eiisterly  gale  my  vessels  will  reudezvoas  under  Gape 
Lookont,  where  years  also  will  iind  perfect  shelter.  In  case  yon  land 
at  Masonboro  Inlet,  which  you  can  only  do  with  northwesterly  or  west- 
erly winds,  will  you  not  want  vessels  to  cover  you t  I  have  vessels 
detailed  to  cover  all  landing  parties.  The  powder  vessel  is  as  complete 
as  human  ingenuity  can  make  her;  has  235  tons  of  powder,  all  1  can 
get,  though  she  would  not  have  carried  much  more. 

I  propose  standing  in  the  moment  the  explosion  takes  place  and  open 
Are  with  some  of  the  vessels  at  night  to  prevent  the  enemy  repairing 
damages  if  he  has  any.  * 

We  have  an  army  signal  officer  on  board,  and  if  you  have  one,  we 
can  communicate  freely. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding^  etc.j  Steamer  Ben  l)e  Ford-, 


Report  of  Lieateiuuit-Comxiuuider  Brooia,  XT.  B.  Hayy,  regarding  a  request  for  poftpooement  of 
the  ezploeion  of  the  XT.  B.  B.  Loniiiana  ttom  Mi^or-Oeiieral  Butler. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort^  N,  0.,  January  11^  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  re]K>rt  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  went  on  board 
the  Ben  De  Ford  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  ultimo  and  informed  General 
Butler  that  the  i)Owder  vessel  would  be  exploded  that  evening,  and  that 
you  would  be  ready  to  follow  it  up  at  daylight  in  the  morning  by  an 
attack  with  the  Heet.  General  Butler,  upon  discussion  of  the  matter 
with  (General  Weitzel  and  Colonel  Comstock,  directed  General  Weitzel 
to  call  upon  you  and  request  a  postponement  of  seveml  days,  and  1  so 
heard  General  Weitzel  state  it  to  you  in  your  cabin. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  the  A.  2>.  Vance 
carried  in  the  orders  countermanding  the  explosion  and  to  direct  the 
powder  vessel  to  return  to  her  anchorage. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  K.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain, 
KcarAdmiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  If ayy,  to  Commander  Bhind,  U.  8.  If ayy,  in  chaxge  of 

powder  veaeel. 

December  19, 1864. 
Captain:  It  is  desirable  that  your  taking  the  vessel  in  should  be 
done  at  a  time  when  there  is  little  or  no  surf,  so  that  the  army  can  land 
on  the  beach  without  difficulty.  You  will  not  go  in  and  blow  the  vessel 
up  until  it  is  smooth.  The  wind  having  hauled  S.  W.  and  going  round 
to  N.  W.,  we  may  have  a  smooth  time  tonight,  but  I  leave  it  to  your 
discretion;  only  remember  that  we  must  give  the  army  no  cause  to  say 
we  went  to  work  without  giving  them  a  chance  to  land. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  A.  C.  Khind. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admixal  Porter,  U.  8.  Hayy,  to  Ideatenant-Comnuuider  Watmongh,  U.  8.  Hayy, 
oommanding  U.  8. 8.  Kaiuas,  to  be  in  readiness  fbr  immediate  action. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  at  Sea,  off  New  Inlet,  December  23, 1864. 
Sir:  Have  everything  ready  for  the  powder  boat  to-night,  for  go  in 
she  must.    Send  Pilot  Boweu  on  board  the  Netc  Ironside. 

Let  me  know  what  those  explosions  were  yesterday  and  day  before. 
I  attack  in  the  morning. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  Kansas. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  lieutenant-Commander  Tmxtnn,  TT.  8.  If  ayy, 

commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Tacony. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  Wilmington,  December  23, 1864. 
Sir:  I  think  you  had  better  move  in  near  this  ship  until  dark,  as 
you  can  see  the  lights  better.    Hoist  the  flag  at  the  fore,  as  suggested, 
and  the  lights  at  night,  and  carry  out  all  the  wishes  of  Commander 
Ebind. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  Taoony. 

You  can't  be  seen  here  from  the  shore. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bhind,  TT.  8.  Navy,  in  charge  of 

powder  vessel. 

At  Sea, 
New  Inlet,  December  23, 1864. 
SIR:  You  must  make  your  arrangements  to  go  in  to-night,  unless  the 
gale  comes  on  again.    I  shall  go  in  and  attack  to-morrow.    Make  your 
arrangements  with  Captain  Watmougli  and  don't  fail  me.    The  tug 
Moccasin  is  at  your  disposal  to  communicate  with  Captain  Watmough. 
Let  him  have  plenty  of  lights  over  his  st/Crn. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  A.  C.  Khind. 


Additional  order  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Ckimmander  Bhind,  U.  8.  Navy,  in 

charge  powder  vessel. 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  23, 1864. 
Sir:  The  moon  shines  at  3:25.    I  would  like  the  explosion  to  take 
place  at  2  a.  m.,  or  as  near  to  that  as  possible,  that  the  rebels  may  have 
N  w  R— VOL  11 15 
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as  little  time  to  rebuild  as  possible,  but  if  there  is  likely  to  be  anjrthing 
to  prevent  the  explosion  at  the  above  time  let  her  go  in  when  it  suits 
you.    Don't  forget  to  build  a  good  fire,  for  that  is  certain,  and  will  pre- 
vent the  rebels  boarding  her. 
Kespectfiilly,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Commander  A.  C.  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy. 


SoiK>rt  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  8.  If  avy,  in  charge  of  powder  yeitel  Louisiana,  regarding  tha 

exploaicaL 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Fldgship  Malvern^  off  Wilmington^  December  26^  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
special  service  assigned  me  in  connection  with  your  attack  on  the 
defenses  at  New  Inlet: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  the  powder  boat  was 
taken  in  that  ni^ht  as  near  to  Fort  Fisher  as  possible,  the  distance 
reached  being  estimated  by  all  officers  present  at  from  250  to  300  yanls 
from  the  beach.  Owing  to  the  night  being  perfectly  clear  it  became 
necessary  to  anchor  her  there  to  prevent  discovery  by  the  enemy  and 
consequent  frustration  of  the  plan.  Had  the  night  been  obscure,  she 
could  have  reached  a  point  about  150  yaids  nearer. 

The  vessel,  though  having  steam,  was  towed  in  and  piloted  by  the 
Wilderness  to  a  point  within  a  short  distance  of  her  station,  when  the 
Widemess  hauled  off  and  remained  near  to  take  off  the  party  from  the 
powder  boat.  The  arrangements  and  movements  of  the  Wilderness 
were  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Lamson,  of  the  Oettysburg^  assisted 
by  Mr.  J.  S.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  iMr.  Bowen,  bar  pilot, 
the  local  knowledge  and  judgment  of  these  gentlemen  being  of  the 
greatest  service  to  me  in  perfecting  all  the  arrangements  and  carr3ring 
out  the  plan  successfully.  The  party  on  board  the  Wilderness^  com- 
manded by  Acting  Master  H.  Arey,  shared  with  us  whatever  of  risk  or 
danger  attended  the  enterprise. 

Our  arrangements  being  coinjdeted,  we  started  in  from  the  station 
vessel,  the  Kansas^  Lieutenant  Commander  VVatmough,  at  about  10:30 
p.  m.  At  about  1 1 :  30  the  Wilderness  cast  off  the  powder  boat  and 
anchored,  the  latter  steaming  slowly  ahead  until  slie  reax'hed  a  point 
E.  by  N.  h  N.  from  Fort  Fisher,  and  within  300  yards  of  the  beach. 
The  wind  was  light  offshore  and  it  was  expected  the  powder  boat  would 
tend  to  the  tide  if  anchored.  The  anchor  was  accordingly  let  go,  the 
fires  hauled  as  well  as  possible,  and  the  men  i)ut  into  the  boat.  Lieu- 
tenant Preston  and  I  then  proceeded  to  light  the  fuzes  and  tires.  The 
latter  were  arranged  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Mullin. 

When  all  was  fairly  done,  we  observed  that  the  vessel  would  not  tail 
inshore,  and  therefore  let  go  another  anchor  with  short  sco])e.  We 
then  took  to  the  boat  and  reached  the  Wilderness  in  safety  at  i)recisely 
midnight,  slipped  her  anchor,  and  steamed  out  at  full  speed,  reaching 
in  less  than  an  hour  a  point  about  12  miles  distant  from  the  powder 
boat,  where  we  hove  to  and  ran  our  steam  down. 

At  precisely  1 :  40  a.  m.  the  explosion  took  ))lace,  the  shock  being 
hardly  felt,  and  four  distinct  reports  heard.  What  result  was  occa- 
sioned near  the  vessel  we  can  only  estimate  by  the  feeble  tire  of  the 
forts  next  day.    My  opinion  is  that  owing  to  the  want  of  confinement 
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and  insufficient  fiizing  of  the  mass  much  of  tlie  x>owder  was  blown  away 
before  ignition  and  its  effect  lost. 

The  fuzes  were  set  by  the  clocks  to  one  hour  and  a  half,  but  the 
explosion  did  not  occur  till  twenty-two  minutes  after  that  time  had 
elapsed,  the  after  part  of  the  vessel  being  then  enveloped  in  flames. 

The  following  officers  and  men  manned  the  powder  boat :  Commander 
A.  C.  Bhiud,  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
A.  T.  E.  MuUin,  Master's  Mate  Paul  Boyden,  Frank  Lucas,  coxswain; 
William  Garvin,  captain  forecastle;  Charles  J.  Bibber,  gunner's  mate; 
John  !Neil,  quarter  gunner;  Robert  Montgomery,  captain  afterguard; 
James  Koberts,  seaman;  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman ;  Dennis  Conlan, 
seaman;  James  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman;  William  U in negau,  second- 
class  fireman ;  Charles  Rice,  coal  heaver. 

The  crew  were  all  volunteers  from  my  own  vessel,  the  Agawam.  The 
zeal,  patience,  and  endurance  of  officers  and  men  were  unsurpassed, 
and  I  believe  no  officer  could  have  been  better  snp|)orted.  To  Lieu- 
tenant Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Wilder- 
ne88y  we  are  indebted  for  the  means  of  escape,  and  from  the  first  start 
from  Norfolk  we  have  received  every  desired  assistance.  The  vessel 
was  towed  to  Wilmington  Bar  by  the  Sassacus^  Lieutenant-Commander 
J.  L.  Davis,  who  gave  us  at  all  times  a  cordial  support.  The  Tacony^ 
Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  sent  us  a  relief  crew  after  the  gale; 
both  vessels  furnished  us  a  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 
Commander  J  U,  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Poetbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantio  Squadron, 


Beport  of  B«ar-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  traxumittiiig  reports  explaining  oanae  of  post- 
ponement of  operationi. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  8,  FUjujship  Malvern^  Beaufort^  X.  C,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  evidence  I  have  already  sent  you  in  my  No. 
13, 1  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Pres- 
ton, who  was  close  in  to  the  bar  on  the  night  of  the  18th  December.  I 
had  directed  the  powder  vessel  to  proceed  in  that  night,  and  she  was  on 
her  way  when  General  Weitzel  came  on  board  with  a  request  from 
General  Butler  that  I  would  wait  a  few  days,  so  that  the  Louisiana 
could  be  blown  up  later  in  the  night.  I  accordingly  dispatched  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander J.  H.  Upshur,  in  the  A.  D.  Vance,  to  carry  orders 
to  stop  the  party  and  to  tell  them  not  to  go  in  until  a  day  or  two  later. 
The  A.  D.  Vance  found  the  powder  boat  and  delivered  the  order,  the 
party  having  returned  with  the  vessel,  finding  the  time  unpropitious. 
It  was  very  fortunate  that  the  expedition  was  stopped,  for  a  heavy  surf 
was  found  to  be  rolling  on  the  beach,  and  the  next  day,  the  wind  fresh- 
ening from  the  southward,  a  landing  was  perfectly  im))racticable. 

Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  went  in 
close  to  the  beach  to  reconnoiter  and  found  the  surf  so  heavy  that  he 
came  near  being  capsized. 

No  boat  of  any  kind  could  have  gone  on  the  beach  without  being 
destroyed  by  the  breakers. 

On  the  next  day  it  was  even  worse,  and  the  surf  increased  until  the 
gale  was  at  its  height. 

The  beach  was  never  fairly  smooth  until  the  afternoon  and  night  of 
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the  24ili  and  the  morniup^  of  the  25th.  All  the  troops  could  have  lauded 
at  that  time  had  they  chosen  to  do  so,  for  I  offered  them  all  the  facil- 
ities in  my  power,  which  were  ample. 

I  enclose  yon  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Preston  and  Mr.  Bradford; 
they  will  put  at  rest  any  assertions  (from  whatever  quarter  they  may 
come)  that  any  favorable  time  for  landing  was  lost 

It  will  no  doubt  be  iinally  urged  tbat  it  was  intended  to  surprise  the 
rebels,  and  that  by  not  starting  on  the  day  the  troops  were  first  put 
on  board  the  transports,  when  it  was  raining  and  blowing  hard,  and 
there  was  every  in<iication  of  a  long  spell  of  bad  weather,  we  lost  tbe 
chance  of  a  surprise. 

We  don't  often  surprise  the  rebels;  there  are  too  many  leaky  people 
who  participate  in  our  secret  movements.  Shipping  a  large  force  in 
transports  and  lying  six  days  at  Fortress  Monroe,  from  whence  the  rebels 
obtain  all  the  information  they  desire,  is  not  the  way  to  surprise  the 
rebels.  It  was  published  everywhere  that  a  large  exp^ition  was  going 
somewhere,  and  the  rebels  knew  what  it  was  for. 

If  (Tcneral  Butler  wanted  to  do  the  thing  with  a  dash  and  surprise 
the  rebels,  or  get  in  before  reinforcements  could  arrive,  why  did  he  ask 
me  by  sending  General  Weitzel  and  Colonel  Comstock  to  delay  the 
powder  vessel  a  few  nights  longer,  so  that  the  explosion  might  take 
place  near  daylight  f 

It  was  delayed  at  his  request,  but  I  attribute  no  delay  from  that,  as 
we  could  have  done  nothing  until  the  24th.  He  was  not  on  the  ground 
with  his  transports  on  that  day,  which  he  should  have  been. 

Jn  a  large  expedition  like  this,  when  heavy  and  slow-moving  frigates 
and  monitors  have  to  be  looked  after,  light  transports  (that  can  go  in 
and  out  of  harbors  and  get  protection  almost  everywhere)  should  always 
be  the  subordinate  party;  their  movements  must  be  governed  by  those 
of  the  navy  vessels,  and  unless  some  serious  reason  exists,  the  trans- 
ports  and  military  force  should  always  be  on  hand  to  take  advantage 
of  anything  that  turns  up.  Here  they  were  away  at  the  very  time  they 
should  have  been  lan<ling,  and  the  reason  given  for  their  being  away 
was  the  want  of  water.  They  stopped  also  to  get  coal,  having  used 
up  a  large  ])ortion  of  the  naval  supply. 

I  believe  1  have  gone  over  everything  to  show  that  no  charge  of  delay 
can  be  laid  to  the  Navy,  or  that  any  officer  in  the  squadron  is  to  blame 
for  the  nontaking  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  may  hav(»  taken  unnecessary  trouble  and  been  ])remature.  I  should, 
perhaps,  have  waited  till  the  attack  was  made  on  the  Navy.  That  is 
not  a  good  rule  in  making  war.  I  shall  fight  Just  as  readily  in  defending 
the  Navy  against  its  traducers  as  I  would  against  a  rebel,  and  I  think 
it  a  wise  precjaution  on  the  pres(»nt  occasion  to  give  the  Department 
information  about  every  movement  of  the  late  expedition. 

No  one  can  make  a  good  case  out  of  the  late  failure,  no  matter  how 
clever  the  special  pleading  may  be. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portek, 

Hear  Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J),  0. 

[fiiidosuroH.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Z7.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  January  W,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  requesting  information  regarding 
the  movements  of  the  powder  ship,  I  have  to  report  that  the  powder 
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in  the  LouUiana  was  all  stored  and  fuzed  and  everything  ready  for  sea 
on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  December  17,  but  on  account  of  the  south- 
erly wind  and  consequent  coast  swell,  which  had  prevailed  ever  since 
our  arrival  at  Beaufort,  she  did  not  start  for  New  Inlet  until  the  follow- 
ing morning,  December  ]8. 

When  we  left  Beaufort  early  that  morning  it  was  nearly  calm,  though 
we  found  upon  getting  outside  that  there  was  still  considerable  swell  on. 
A  little  later  in  the  forenoon  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  eastward  and 
continued  steady  but  light  from  that  direction  throughout  the  day, 
freshening  toward  night. 

On  arriving  off  Fort  Fisher,  just  after  dark,  we  proceeded  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  running  the  i)owder  ship  in  that  night,  the 
tide  serving  us  about  9  o'clock. 

At  the  appointed  hour  we  left  the  Kansas  (our  range  light),  preceded 
by  the  Wilderness^  which  had  our  x)ilot  on  board.  As  we  approached 
the  shore  the  Kansas*  light  disappeared.  Soon  after  the  lights  on  the 
Mound  were  put  out  and  the  pilot  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  take  tlie 
vessel  in  with  so  much  swell  on  the  bar  without  the  aid  of  landmarks, 
which  the  disappearance  of  both  range  lights  had  deprived  us  of. 

Considering  the  uncertainty  of  getting  the  vessel  into  her  proper 
position,  close  in,  by  the  compass  and  lead  alone,  and  it  being  very 
evident  from  the  heavy  surf  rolling  on  the  beach  (it  was  then  breaking 
in  3  fathoms)  that  the  troops  would  be  unable  to  land  the  next  day. 
Commander  Khind  decided  to  stand  offshore  and  not  blow  the  vessel 
up  until  the  following  night.  Soon  after  passing  the  former  anchorage 
of  ihe  Kansa>s  we  discovered  the  A.  D.  Vance  standing  inshore  and 
signaling  us.  On  communicating  with  her,  we  received  an  order  from 
you,  addressed  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  of  the  Kansas, 
directing  him  to  communicate  with  Commander  Ehind,  and,  if  not  too 
late,  prevent  the  explosion  of  the  i)Owder  ship  that  night,  stating  that 
General  Butler  had  requested  you  to  have  the  explosion  postponed,  as 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  land  the  troops  through  the 
surf  next  morning. 

On  the  following  day  the  gale  commenced,  and  no  favorable  oppor- 
tunity offered  for  the  explosion  and  subsequent  debarkation  until  the 
night  of  December  23. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Preston, 
Lieutenantj  U,  8,  Navy, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Flaoship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  (7.,  January  10, 1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request  that  1  would  give  you  my  opinion 
in  writing  of  the  feasibility  of  landing  in  boats  on  the  beach  above  iNew 
Inlet  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  or  on  the  following 
day,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

1  find  from  the  journal  of  the  powder  party,  which  it  was  part  of  my 
duty  to  keep,  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th  the  wind  was  N.E.  by  E.  and 
freshening.  There  was  quite  a  sea  running  and  every  appearance  of 
heavy  weather.  Lieutenant  Lamson  and  myself  occupied  an  hour  in 
endeavoring  to  communicate  with  the  Kansas,  SassacuSj  and  Wilderness 
by  means  of  a  boat.  These  vessels  were  certainly  not  over  400  yards 
apart  (the  Kansas  and  ISassacus  much  nearer  to  each  other)  and  our 
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communications  with  the  latter-named  vessels  did  not  oocapy  us  over 
six  or  eight  minutes  in  all.  Although  we  had  a  fine  boat,  pulling  six 
oars,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  make  headway  against 
the  sea.  The  roar  of  the  surf  could  be  distinctly  heard,  both  on  the 
beach  to  the  northward  and  on  Oaroline  Shoals.  We  were  at  this  time 
about  3^  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  beuch. 

I  am  certain  that  I  am  correct  in  my  statetnent  of  the  time  occupied 
iii  pulling  between  those  vessels,  as  I  noted  it  at  the  moment,  that  it 
might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

In  my  opinion,  an  attempt  to  land  in  boats  upon  the  beach  on  the 
night  of  the  18th,  or  on  the  following  day,  would  have  ended  in  total 
failure,  and  probable  loss  of  life  to  all  concerned  in  it.  No  boat  would 
have  lived  after  it  had  once  reached  the  rollers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Bbadfobd, 
Sub' Assistant  J  U,  S.  Coast  Survey. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqiiadronj  Beaufort,  JV.  0. 


Additional  report  of  Oommander  Bhind,  U.  B.  Navy,  rogarding  ezplodon  of  powder  wmmH 

U.  S.  S  Agawam, 
Navy  Yardy  Norfolk,  Va.,  February  2^  1865. 

Admiral  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  23d  ultimo,  I  have  to  make 
the  following  report  as  requested  in  the  communication  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  dated  January  10,  a  copy  of  which  you  enclosed  me: 

The  powder  boat  Louisiana,  exploded  near  Fort  Fisher  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  24, 1804,  was  turned  over  to  me  at  Oraney  Island, 
Norfolk,  on  the  13th  December  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers,  who 
had  been  sent  down,  I  understood,  to  superintend  the  arrangements 
of  the  vessel.  When  I  went  on  board,  expecting  to  leave  at  once  with 
her  in  tow  of  the  Sa^sacus,  I  found  the  cargo  stowed  full  up  to  the  tops 
of  the  hatches  of  the  berth  deck,  and  powder  in  bags  stowed  also  in 
that  part  of  the  vessel  (marked  '^F''  on  the  sketch) — the  after  part  of 
the  house,  which  had  been  extended  over  her.  The  method  of  adjust- 
ing the  fuzes  and  clockwork  was  explained  to  me  by  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander fJetl'ers.  No  part  of  the  fuze  used  was  circulated  through  the 
parts  of  the  vessel  already  stowed  (marked  "N"  and  **E"),  and  it  was 
impossible  to  i>lace  it  there  without  breaking  out  the  cargo.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Beaufort.  [X.  C.J,  about  30  tons  more  powder 
were  i^ut  in  her,  making  in  all  about  2i5  tons,  as  much  as  the  vessel 
could  carry  without  being  too  deep  in  the  water.  Lieutenant  Preston 
and  I  gave  our  personal  superintendence  to  the  stowage  of  that  portion 
of  the  cargo  and  placed  the  fuzes  with  our  own  hands. 

The  stowage  of  the  cargo  and  arrangement  of  the  fuzes  are  best 
explained  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  sketch. 

Had  the  Gomez  fuze  been  circulated,  as  it  should  have  been,  through 
the  cargo  of  the  hold  or  berth  deck,  the  effect  of  the  explosion  would 
doubtless  have  been  increased. 

As  to  my  impression  of  the  results  and  the  effect  ))roduced,  I  stated 
in  my  report  to  you  of  December  26  that  owing  to  the  want  of  (confine- 
ment and  insufficient  fuzing  of  the  mass,  that  much  of  the  powder  was 
blown  away  before  ignition  and  its  effiect  lost. 

As  to  the  effect  on  the  works  on  shore,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  suc- 
ceeded only  in  stunning  the  garrison,  rendering  them  temporarily  unfit 
for  duty,  and  possibly  displaced  a  few  of  the  guns. 
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I  never  entertained,  while  undertaking  to  execute  the  plan,  the  idea 
that  its  e£fect  would  be  great  on  the  fort  itself.  The  facts  called  for 
ill  regard  to  the  manner  of  executin)[;the  plan  are  detailed  in  my  report 
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of  December  20.     By  referring  to  that  and  to  the  annexed  sketch*  of 

•  For  other  drawinjifs  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisianaf  see  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  Fort  Fisher  Expedition,  p]).  245,  248;  also  Official 
Kecords  of  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Atlas,  vlate 
LXVII. 
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the  vessel,  I  think  all  necessary  information  that  I  can  give  will  be 
obtained. 

Should  there  be  any  points  not  sufficiently  explained,  I  will  be  happy 
to  furnish  any  information  on  their  being  indicated  to  me. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  powder  was  stowed  within  the  dotted  lines  "E"  "M''  "N,'^  the 
space  "N,"  representing  the  berth  deck,  was  stowed  full  up  to  the 
hatches,  "F"  and  "M,"  the  lower  tier  said  to  be  in  barrels  with  heads 
out,  upper  tiers  in  canvas  bags.  The  space  "  F "  "  M,"  being  the  forward 
part  of  the  extension  of  the  deck  house,  was  only  partially  filled,  the 
powder  in  canvas  bags.  The  space  '*  E  "  was  entirely  filled  with  powder 
in  bags  as  far  as  the  bulkhead  of  the  passage  '^  F."  A  clock  with  two  ends 
of  Gomez  fuze  was  placed  at  each  end  of  the  passage  "  G  "  and  "  H,''  one 
fuze  leading  through  the  bags  in  '^  E"  and  inserted  through  them  and 
into  bags  in  the  hold  at  "F,"  esich  side;  the  other  circulated  through 
and  in  the  bags  in  the  space  "F"  '^M"  *^P-'  crossed,  married,  and 
inserted  in  opened  bags  in  the  hold  '*  M."  In  the  space  **  D  '^  (formerly 
cook  house)  was  placed  another  clock  at  "  I,''  with  the  fuze  inserted  in 
cut  bags  in  the  space  "  E,"  reached  by  cutting  through  the  double 
bulkhead.  A  fuze  with  five  pieces  of  candle  was  led  from  "D"  into 
"E.''  In  the  space  marked  "  L,"  at  the  end  of  the  shaft  alley,  was 
stowed  pine  wood  and  kindling.  No  fuze  was  circulated  through  the 
space  marked  "  N."  The  explosion  did  not  take  phvce  until  one  hour 
and  fifty-two  minutes  after  the  clocks  at ''  G  "  and  "  H^  were  started. 
The  clocks  were  set  to  explode  the  fuze  in  one  hour  and  a  half. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bnreaa  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department,  to  SeaivAdmiral  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  requesting  detailed  reports  from  officers. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
Navy  Department^  January  10^  1865. 
8tr:  The  Bureau  desires  that  you  will  direct  the  officers  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  powder  boat  recently  exploded  near  Fort  Fisher  to 
forward  to  the  Bureau  a  full  and  detailed  statement,  but  secret  and  con- 
fidential, of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder,  the  fuzes,  and  other  appliances  intendecl  to  secure  a  uniform 
and  simultaneous  explosion,  together  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
plan  was  executed,  and  their  impressions  of  the  result  and  the  eliects 
produced. 
This  information  is  desired  as  early  as  ])racticable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeilient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Kear-Admiral  D.  1).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
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Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bnreaa  of  Ordnanoe,  Hayy  Department,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Jeffon,  U.  8.  Hayy,  reqoeeting  detailed  statement  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  8.  8. 
Loniiiana. 

Contidential.]  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department^  January  11^  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Bnreaa  desires  that  you  will  forward  a  full  and  detailed 
statement,  bat  secret  and  confidential,  of  the  manner  in  wliich  the  pow- 
der boat  lA>uisiana  was  prepared  for  service  against  Fort  Fisher,  stat- 
ing clearly  the  manner  in  which  the  powder  was  arranged,  the  fuzes, 
clockwork,  matches,  and  electric  wires  were  adjusted  to  produce  the 
explosion,  previous  to  your  leaving  her  and  returning  to  Washington. 
I  am,  etc., 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  N.  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ordnance  Yard,  Washington, 


Letter  £rom  Chief  of  Borean  of  Ordnanoe,  Navy  Department,  to  Kajor  Rodman,  U.  8.  Army, 
reqaesting  a  statement  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana. 

Confidential.]  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department,  January  11,  1865, 
Sir:  In  order  that  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  recent  experiment 
made  against  Fort  Fisher  may  be  placed  upon  record,  the  Bureau 
requests  that  you  will  furnish  it  with  a  full  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Louisiana  was  prepared  for  the  service,  the  adjustment  of 
the  fuzes,  clockwork,  matches,  or  electric  wires,  and  the  amount  of 
powder  placed  on  board,  up  to  the  time  when  you  left  her  and  returned 
to  Washington. 

A  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  fuzes  were  laid  is  especially 
desired. 

Tour  communication  on  the  subject  is  to  be  considered  secret  and 
confidential. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Major  T.  J.  Rodman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  lientenant-Commander  Jeffers,  U.  8.  Hayy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  V.  8.  8. 

Louisiana. 

Navy  Ordnance  Yard, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  herewith  forward  a  description  of  the  explosion  vessel  Louis- 
iana, with  all  the  arrangements  made  by  Major  Kodman  and  myself, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Bureau,  and  opinion  of  the 
ordnance  and  other  officers  who  were  consulted  with  regard  to  the 
probable  effects  of  the  explosion  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  means  of 
causing  it  to  take  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Inspector  of  Ordnance^  lu  CHavije, 
Commander  U.  A.  Wise, 

Okie/ of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department. 
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[Bnclfwnre.J 
Preparation  of  the  rejfsel. 

The  iron  gnnboat  Louisianaj  a  proi)eller  of  295  tons  barden,  150 
[145.2]  feet  long,  22  [27.32]  feet  beam,  and  8.1  feet  depth  of  hold,  8  to 
8i  feet  draft  when  loaded,  formerly  employed  in  the  Atohafalaya 
cotton  trade,  was  selected  and  was  in  every  respect  suitable  for  the 
purpose,  except  (as  was  subsequently  found  to  be  the  case)  in  capacity 
for  carrying  the  desired  quantity  of  powder  on  the  given  draft. 

She  was  taken  to  Norfolk,  her  battery  and  appurtenances,  masts 
and  part  of  the  deck  house  removed,  leaving  only  sufficient  to  shelter 
the  officers,  men  in  charge,  the  bertli  deck  and  holds  cleared  of  fittings, 
and,  in  short,  all  unnecessary  weights  removed. 

The  engines,  boilers,  and  coal  bunkers,  with  40  tons  of  coal,  occupied 
the  after  third  of  the  vessel,  separated  by  a  bulkhead  from  the 
remainder.  Before  putting  the  i)owder  on  board  the  vessel  was  very 
much  by  the  stern. 

The  space  below  the  spar  deck  available  for  stowage  was  divided  by 
a  bulkhead  extending  athwart  the  vessel,  forward  of  the  boiler  bulk- 
heads, into  two  parts — one,  the  after  hold,  used  formerly  as  an 
additional  coal  bunker,  about  15  feet  in  length,  22  feet  wide,  and  10 
feet  in  depth  from  the  spar  deck  to  the  keelson,  accessible  by  a  hatch 
4  feet  square;  the  space  forward  of  this,  formerly  the  berth  deck, 
about  40  feet  long  by  22  feet  wide  and  4^  feet  deep  under  the  beams, 
with  a  hold  beneath  it  of  the  same  dimensions.  Access  to  this  was 
obtained  by  a  hatch  of  4  by  5  feet. 

A  small  store  room  and  chain  locker  occupied  the  extreme  bow  of  the 
vessel. 

After  her  masts  and  fittings  were  removed  a  house  was  built  on 
deck,  occupying  the  extreme  width  of  the  vessel,  22  feet,  and  70  feet  in 
length,  extending  aft  over  the  hold  and  apparently  over  the  boiler,  8 
feet  in  height.  This  house  was  built  of  three  quarters  inch  stuff,  cov- 
ered with  canvas,  painted  to  render  it  waterproof,  a  light  grating  laid 
over  the  spar  deck  to  protect  the  powder  in  case  of  leakage,  and  bat- 
tens or  furring  put  around  the  sides  to  prevent  contact  with  the  iron 
sides. 

I  requested,  and  1  was  joined  in  tliis  by  Major  Rodman,  that  large 
scuttles  should  be  cut  in  the  deck  at  the  forward  end  of  this  house, 
communicating  with  the  berth  deck.  This  was  considered  unnecessary, 
but  I  bored  some  holes  instead. 

It  was  stated  that  the  Louisiana  cowUl  carry  on  Sh  feet  draft  290  tons 
of  coal  in  a<ldition  to  her  armament,  stores,  and  crew,  which,  if  correct, 
would  permit  the  stowage  of  .'500  t«n8  of  explosive  material  on  the  same 
displacement,  antl  for  which  it  will  be  readily  seen  there  was  ample 
room. 

stowage  of  the  powder. 

In  order  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  effect  in  a  lateral  direction 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  as  much  of  the  powder  as  possible,  consistent 
with  stabihty  and  safety  at  sea,  above  the  water  line.  No  powder  was, 
therefore,  stowed  in  the  hold  beneath  the  berth  deck.  The  berth  deck 
was  filled  with  powder  stowed  in  bags  (sand  bags  obtained  from  the 
engineers)  containing  about  50  ])ounds  each.  About  100  tons  were 
placed  on  this  deck. 

The  after  hold  or  coal  bunker  was  stowed  first  with  two  tiers  of  full 
barrels,  with  their  upper  heads  out,  and  W\^  atio^a^^  CAim^\^tj^d  with 
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bags.  The  barrels  were  pat  in  in  order  to  keep  the  bags  well  ap  out 
of  reach  of  any  dampness  in  case  of  leakage. 

The  remainder  of  the  powder  put  on  board  at  Norfolk,  making  in  aU 
185  tons,  was  stowed  against  the  after  bulkhead  of  the  deck  honse,  and 
filled  the  space  over  thi*  boiler,  extending  as  far  as  the  hatch  to  the 
after  hold  or  coal  banker,  leaving  about  four-fiftha  of  the  space  in  the 
deck  house  empty. 

When  this  quantity  of  powder  had  been  stowed,  it  was  decided  that 
the  vessel  was  quite  as  deep  as  desirable  for  making  the  voyage  to 
Beaufort;  furthermore,  the  weather,  which  had  been  very  unsettled, 
appeared  favorable  for  the  voyage,  and  it  was  determined  to  sail  with- 
out the  remainder,  which  was  to  be  put  on  board  there.  I  have  no 
information  with  respect  to  the  quantity  afterwards  put  on  board. 

In  the  evening,  before  the  vessel  sailed,  I  was  advised  of  the  names 
of  the  officers  who  were  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  the  next  morning 
went  on  board  the  Louisiana  to  explain  to  them  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments, when  they  shortly  appeared. 

As,  according  to  the  programme,  the  trains  were  to  be  laid  in  the 
upper  outer  layer  of  bags  in  the  deck  house,  none  of  which  were  stowed 
when  the  vessel  left  Craney  Island,  the  execution  of  this  part  was 
confided  to  the  officers  (Commander  Ehind  and  Lieutenant  8.  W.  Pres- 
ton) who  were  to  take  charge  of  her.  All  of  these  details  were  as  fully 
explained  as  the  limited  time  allowed  me  would  admit;  the  clocks  put 
in  position,  a  rough  diagram  of  the  vessel  and  a  written  description  of 
the  proposed  mode  of  laying  the  trains  furnished. 

I  did  not  know  until  the  evening  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  vessel 
who  was  to  command  her;  and  I  used  my  own  discretion,  knowing  that 
any  desired  changes  could  be  readily  made  to  suit  any  other  views. 

Mode  of  exploding  the  powder. 

When  the  probable  effects  of  the  explosion  were  under  discussion,  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  experts  in  ordnance  that,  to  produce 
the  maximum  eflect,  the  tire  should  be  communicated  and  the  explo- 
sion take  place  in  many  points  simultaneously,  all  the  accounts  of  acci- 
dental explosions  of  large  quantities  of  powder  agreeing  that  large 
quantities  of  unconsumed  powder  were  blown  away  from  the  focus  of 
ignition,  causing  a  great  reduction  of  effect. 

Electricity  was  proposed  as  offering  the  most  probable  means  of 
securing  this  result;  but  as  this  agent  is  known  to  be  very  unreliable 
in  action,  it  was  determined  to  use  several  clockwork  arrangements,  a 
a  slow  match,  and  finally  to  set  the  vessel  on  fire  to  insure  an  ultimate 
explosion,  and  not  bestow  so  large  a  quantity  of  material  on  the  enemy 
in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  one  or  more  of  the  modes  of  exploding  it. 

The  arrangement  of  the  clockwork  being  confided  to  me,  I  made  a 
very  simple  one.  Kemoving  the  face  and  hands  of  an  ordinary  marine 
clock,  I  secured  to  the  arbor  of  the  minute  hand  a  small  cylinder  with 
four  pins  set  into  the  circumference,  and  equidistant;  that  is,  fifteen 
minutes  of  time  apart.  Three  clocks  were  thus  arranged.  These  clocks 
were  secured  to  a  board ;  by  the  side  of  the  clock  a  copper  tube  was 
secured,  in  the  bottom  of  which  was  brazed  a  mass  of  metal  with  a  com- 
mon musket  cone  screwed  into  it,  to  be  capped  with  a  percussion  cap. 

A  grapeshot — weight,  2  pounds;  diameter,  2.5  inches— was  attached 
to  one  end  of  a  piece  of  catgut,  which  was  led  through  an  eyebolt  at 
the  top  of  the  tube,  and  hooked  by  a  loop  in  the  other  end,  over  one  of 
the  pins  on  the  clock  cylinder.    It  is  easy  to  see  tbatby  \>iekTeN^^M\w\^ 
of  the  cylinder  the  loop  would  slip  ofif,  the  gTa\>eB\\ot  Arov,  ^^^  ^^ 
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explosion  of  the  cui)  take  place  m  fifbeeii  minutes,  thirty  minntes,  forty- 
live  minutes,  or  sixty  niinutes,  as  desired;  this  it  never  failed  to  do  in 
many  trials.  I  fre<iuently  set  tlie  three  clocks  going,  and  the  ezplosioDs 
o(;(nirred  within  two  niinute.s  of  each  other  at  the  end  of  an  hour.  To 
determiiie  the  time  of  explosion,  it  was  only  necessiftry  to  pnt  thekwp 
ov«*r  the  proiM^r  ])in,  remove  a  stop,  and  set  the  apparatus  in  motion. 

Major  Kmiman  arran<red  with  ^reat  care,  and  after  numerous  expoi- 
ments,  to  insure  safety  and  iMTtainty,  the  slow  matches,  six  in  nnmber, 
which  w«'n^  to  he  distributed  in  as  many  places. 

Arrantft'HH'Ht'*  made  to  iniure  ttimultantttHm  ignition  in  aererul  poinia* 

In  the  event  of  the  electricity  failing;,  the  clocks  were  to  be  the  next 
dependenie;  it  was  therelbrti  necessary  to  so  distribute  them  that  in 
ciise  tlie  vessel  was  boarded  from  the  shore  they  could  not  be  conven- 
iently reached;  and  also  to  lead  the  thime  rapidly  to  many  points. 

This,  it  was  proposed  to  a('Com]>Iish  by  the  aid  of  the  *^ Gomez  faze 
train,*'  whicli  is  int'omparably  (piicker  in  its  action  than  the  flams  of 
guniK>wder,  api)roximatin^  elec^tricity. 

From  each  clock  and  each  slow  match  this  train  was  to  be  laid 
through  rli4'  exterior  layers  of  bags  in  the  deck  house  and  into  each 
hatch ;  and,  in  order  to  set'ure  this  simultaneous  ignition  in  many  plaoM, 
the  fuze  train  from  eatfh  of  the  clocks  was  to  be  grafted  into  the  other 
fu/e  trains  from  each  of  the  other  docks  at  all  i)oints  of  crossing. 

By  the  report  (»f  Admiral  Porter  it  would  api>ear  that  the  powder 
was  linally  explodetl  from  the  etfects  of  a  tire  kindled  in  the  forecaaUe. 
No  results  of  value  were  to  be  expected  from  this  mode.  It  was  pro* 
]M)sedonly  as  a  linal  resort  in  order  to  prevent  the  vessel  in  any  coutiu- 
gency  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  was  certain  that 
the  greater  ])ortion  of  the  powder  would  be  blown  away  if  ignited  in  a 
single ])oint,  aiul  theellett  very  mnch  diminished. 

The  three  explosions  siM)ken  of  are  readily  accounted  for — the  deck 
house,  the  attiT  hold,  and  the  berth  deck  would  take  lire  in  succession 
if  ignited  at  one  )H)int. 

I  can  not  in  any  way  account  for  the  failureof  the  clocks,  if  set  to  the 
proper  time,  exce))t  on  the  sup])osition  that  ))ossibIy  the  turn  on  the 
cylinder  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way,  and  instead  of  unwind- 
ing they  wound  up  the  balls. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  use  the  electric  wire, 
but  it  was  not  favorably  considered  by  those  charged  with  the  execa- 
tion  of  the  ])lan.  Mr.  Heardslee,  who  was  to  undertake  this  matter, 
came  to  Norfolk,  made  himself  ac(|uainted  with  the  requirements,  and 
returned  to  New  York  to  obtain  the  necessary  means,  but  had  not 
reached  Norfolk  when  the  vessel  sailed. 

A  ])art  of  the  i)rogramme  required  that  the  vessel  should  be  grounded, 
whicli  appears  not  to  have  been  th<i  case.  No  very  sanguine  expecta- 
tions were  entertaine<l  of  a  successful  result  uidess  the  vessel  could  be 
placed  within  .'$00  yards,  and  then  only  after  all  the  precautious  had 
been  taken  to  insure  a  maximum  effect. 


Letter  from  Major  Bodman,  V.  8.  Amiy,  to  the  Chief  Bnreaa  of  Ordnance,  Navy  I>epartmflBt| 
regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Louiuana. 

Watbrtown  Arsenal,  January  'JT^  1865. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  for  my  perusal  and  remarks 
thereon  the  statement  of  Lieutenant-Commander  William  N.  Jeffers 
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relative  to  tbo  preliminary  preparations  of  the  powder  boat  Lftuimanitj 
recently  exploded  near  Fori  Fisher,  I^".  C,  is  received^  nnd  said  state- 
ment has  been  by  me  carefully  read  and  considered. 

1  tind  this  statement  correct  in  all  particulars,  so  far  as  I  know,  and 
my  knowledge  extends  to  everything  therein  stated  relative  to  arrange- 
ments for  explosion,  except  the  iimtnictions  ^iveii  by  Lien  ten  ant- 
Coinraander  J e tiers  to  the  officers  in  cliiirge  of  the  powder  boat. 

Experiments  connected  with  tlie  preparation  of  the  slow  mat^*h  attlie 
Fort  Mijnroe  arsenal  re*]Liircd  me  to  l>c,  tlie  greater  part  of  my  time,  at 
that  arsenal.  Tliese  experiments  haviti^^  been  so  far  com  pie  ted  as  to 
enable  me  to  <lecide  definitely  as  to  the  arrangement  of  tiiia  means  of 
explosion,  it  was  arningcd  that  Lien  tenant- Oonimantler  J  ethers  and 
myself  would,  on  the  liitli  of  December,  go  on  board  the  powder  boat 
and  there  meet  tlie  officers  charged  with  its  exphmion  and  explain  to 
them  all  the  means  and  Iheir  arrangements  proi>osed  by  ns  |toJ  insure 
a  certain  and  successful  explosion, 

I  went  to  the  ivnwder  boat  at  the  appointed  time,  but  fonnd  that  the 
offi  c  er  s  ci  J  a  r ged  w  i  t  !i  i  t  s  e  x  plosi  o  u  wi^i  e  n  o  t  tli  e  re,  1 1  h  e  u  wc  n  t  o  n  bo  a  r d 
the  steamer  Baltimore  and  saw  Lieutenant  (■oniraaiider  JelTers,  who 
informed  me  that  the  bay  was  so  rough  that  the  iiroposed  meeting  had 
been  yjostponed  till  next  day.  T  started  over  the  next  morning  from 
Fort  Monroe,  and  on  the  way,  in  sight  of  the  powder  boat,  met  antl 
boarded  tlie  steamer  Baitimore,  roming  down^  when  [j  en  tenant- 
Commander  Jetlers  informed  me  that  he  had  been  on  board  the  powder 
iKmt  and  fully  explained  to  the  officers  charged  with  its  explosion  all 
the  means  and  arrangements  pro|)osed  by  us  for  that  purpose;  that  the}' 
fully  understood  the  whole  matter,  and  that  the  powder  boat  was  then 
getting  underway,  so  that  I  was  not  present  and  can  not,  therefore,  of 
my  own  knowledge,  say  whnt  explanations  were  given. 

Lieutenant-Commander  JetTers  and  myself  came  directly  down  on 
board  the  Baltimore,  went  on  board  the  ilagship  of  Rear- Admiral  Por- 
ter, and  explained  to  him  the  exact  state  of  the  case,  with  which  he 
expressed  himself  entirely  satisljed. 

While  Lieuteuant^Commander  JeflTers  and  myself  were  still  on  board 
the  flagship,  the  powder  boat  passed  out  to  sea  in  tow  of  another  vesseL 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  etTect  of  tlie  esidusion  would 
have  been  materially  increased  if  the  powder  had  been  ignited  by  the 
Gomez  fuze  train,  as  was  proposed, and  1  have  no  doubt  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jeflers  oilers  the  true  explanation  of  the  three  explosions 
heard, 

1  am,  etc,,  T.  J,  TtoDMAN, 

Major  (if  Ordnance, 

11.  A,  Wise, 

.  — — - 

■        SU 

I     ^' 

m   dnci 


I 


I 


Statement  of  Commander  Ehind,  U^  S.  NAvy,  in  contradictian  of  evidence  given  hy  Major- 
Oenoral  BnUer,  V.  8.  Armji  before  a  committee  of  Congreos. 


New  York,  November  16^  1865, 
8iH :  In  the  published  report  of  the  committee  of  Con^rress  on  the  cou* 
doct  of  the  war  I  13 ud  certain  evidence  of  General  B.  F.  Butler  recorded 
which,  as  it  juesumcs  to  question  the  proper  performance  of  a  duty 
assigned  me,  I  can  not  suffer  U>  go  abrf»ad  uncontradicted.  A  reckle^sa 
disregard  of  the  character  and  reputation  of  officers  {especiallj^  of  the 
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Navy)  and  of  the  truth  manifests  itself  in  varions  parts  of  General  Bnt- 
lei^s  testimony.  Had  1  been  made  aware  that  the  proposition  to  employ 
the  powder  vessel  as  a  preliminary  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  was 
originated  by  General  Butler,  or  that  be  expected  such  remarkable 
results  from  it,  I  should  have  required,  as  a  condition  on  undertaking 
so  hazardous  a  service  (unsought  by  me),  that  General  Butler  or  some 
one  of  his  then  numerous  attaches  should  have  accompanied  the  party. 

My  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  affair  was  very  brief,  as  the  iidmiral 
and  oflBcers  of  the  squadron  were  well  aware  that  the  duty  was  in  all 
respects  properly  performed.  Had  I  known  that  it  would  be  criticised 
by  those  far  from  danger  1  would  have  enlarged  the  report  and  appended 
to  it  the  written  testimony  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  my  assistant,  and 
other  ofhcers  with  me  in  the  powder  boat  and  in  the  WildemesSy  her  con- 
voy. Most  of  these  gentlemen  are  still  in  service,  and  to  them  I  refer 
for  the  substantiation  of  what  follows  from  nie. 

On  page  31,  volume  2,  of  the  document  headed  "Fort  Fisher  Expe- 
dition," I  find  the  following: 

Qaeetiou  (1>y  Mr.  Loan,  member  of  committee).  How  near  was  the  powder  Teaael 
to  the  fort  when  it  oxplocledf 

Answer  (by  General  B.  F.  Butler,  he  beinff  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  at  or  near 
Beanfort,  distant  60  to  70  miles).  I  do  not  know,  and  I  do  not  believe  anybody  on 
our  side  does.  The  pow<ler  vessel  was  a  steamer;  her  machinery  was  reported  out 
of  order,  or  else  they  were  ho  afraid  of  her  that  they  did  not  dare  to  get  up  the  steam, 
and  they  towed  her  in.  The  proposition  was  to  beach  her  within  2r)0  yards,  bnt  they 
did  Dot  do  that;  they  anchored  her  and  set  her  on  fire.  I  know  she  ooald  have  ran 
within  500  yards  of  the  fort.  We  were  all  very  much  surprised  to  find  how  near  that 
shore  we  could  lav.  Oar  transports,  toward  the  last  of  our  landing,  lay  within  100 
yards  of  the  beach.  The  powder  vessel  might  have  been  beached  within  150  yards 
of  the  fort,  bnt  it  was  not  beached.  It  was  anchored,  and  I  do  not  believe  within 
two-thirds  of  a  mile  of  the  fort. 

Now  for  facts.  The  machinery  of  the  powder  boat  was  not  reported 
out  of  order.  Steam  was  raised  on  her  on  the  18th  December,  a  few 
hours  after  leaving  Beaufort  in  tow  of  the  SnsHacuSj  and  she  was  con- 
stantly under  steam  from  that  time  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber, Avhen  she  was  exploded,  riding  out  meanwhile  a  heavy  gale^  with 
her  officers  and  crew  on  board.  The  vesst^l  was  slow  and  deep  m  the 
water,  and  a  swift  tug  was  provided  to  bring  off  the  party  in  the  powder 
boat  when  used.  That  tug — the  Wilderness,  Acting  Master  H.  Arey, 
commanding — had  on  board  Lieutenant  K.  H.  Lamson,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brad- 
ford, assistant,  Coast  Survey,  and  the  pilot.  To  secnire  a  proper  position 
for  the  powder  boat  without  loss  of  time,  it  was  determined  that  besides 
using  her  own  steam  the  Wildenietts  should  i)a88  a  line  to  her,  thereby 
preventing  the  separatioii  of  the  vessels  in  the  night  and  the  powder 
vessel  drifting  from  her  course.  The  plan  of  anchoring  her  was  ^opted 
by  common  consent  as  the  best,  and  was  suggested  by  Admiral  Porter. 
She  was  accordingly  anchored  within  300  yards  of  the  beach,  abreast 
the  fort,  Lieutenant  Preston  and  all  officers  present  concurring  in  the 
distance  named.  The  WildernesH  having  cast  her  off  at  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance to  prevent  herself  being  seen,  the  powder  boat  steamed  in  unaided 
to  her  station.  Arrangements  were  made  to  veer  her  in  90  fathoms 
closer  after  anchoring,  which  90  fathoms  would  have  ymt  her  stern  in  the 
breakers,  if  she  could  float  so  far  without  touching  bottom.  Owing  to 
the  undertow  the  vessel  did  not  swing  so  as  to  enable  us  to  veer  the  90 
fathoms.  She  was  therefore  made  secure  at  the  distance  first  named 
(i.  e.,  within  300  yards  of  the  beach,  abreast  the  fort),  by  letting  go 
another  anchor  after  the  fuzes  and  fire  had  been  started  some  minutes. 
The  fire  was  started  as  a  last  resort  to  make  the  explosion  certain  if 
the  fuzea  failedj  and  was  so  placed  in  the  extreme  end  of  the  shaft  alley 
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that  it  was  not  expected  to  reach  the  powder  until  after  the  clocks  failed, 
and  doubtless  would  not  had  the  clocks  been  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
General  Butler  expresses  surprise  to  find  how  near  the  beach  the  trans- 
ports could  lay  when  landing  the  troops.  The  troops  landed  nearly  2 
miles  above  the  fort,  and  where  no  shoals  extended.  The  beach  is  what 
is  called  st^ep  to  the  northward  of  the  shoals  at  the  entrance  of  ISTew 
Inlet,  and  a  vessel  can  approach  and  float  till  beached. 

I  regret  that  the  committee  did  not  do  me  the  justice  to  summon  me 
to  reply  to  the  evidence  of  General  Butler.  The  following  officers  will 
support  my  statement,  so  much  at  variance  with  that  of  General  Butler : 
Lieutenant  K.  H.  Lamson;  Mr.  A.  T.  K.  Muliin,  assistant  engineer;  Mr. 
J.  8.  Bradford,  Coast  Survey;  Acting  Master  Arey,  commanding  the 
Wilderness;  Mr.  Paul  Boyden,  acting  ensign,  and  the  officers  and  crews 
of  both  vessels.  All  of  these  gentlemen,  as  well  as  Admiral  Porter  and 
his  fleet  captain,  are  aware  of  the  opinions  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  my 
assistant,  as  to  the  distance  reached  from  the  fort  and  the  complete 
performance  of  the  duty. 

In  reporting  the  distance*  the  powder  boat  was  anchored  from  the 
beach,  1  carefully  abstained  from  understating  it.  The  opinion  of  other 
officers  was  that  250  yards  was  the  extreme.  It  also  appears  (on  page 
255  of  the  report)  that  my  rei>ort  of  the  stowage  and  arrangements  of  the 
vessel  was  submitted  to  Lieutenant-Commander  JeflVrs,  the  officer 
detailed  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau  to  superintend  the  stowage  of  the 
craft,  and,  on  page  250,  that  he  (Lieutenant  Jeflfers)  accounts  for  the 
failure  of  the  clocks  on  the  supposition  that  ''possibly  the  turn  on  the 
cylinder  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way." 

The  stowage  of  the  vessel  was  not  properly  completed  when  I  went 
down  in  the  Sassacus  to  take  her  to  sea  from  Norfolk,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  spend  some  time  that  morning  restowing  and  securing  the  powder 
in  the  deck  house  The  clocks  were  common  marine  deck  timepieces, 
altogether  unfit  for  an  experiment  of  that  magnitude.  As  to  the  idea 
expresssd  that  the  turns  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way,  it  is  not 
worth  notice.  I  was  obliged  to  have  the  clocks  altered  at  Beaufort  to 
adapt  them  to  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  and  before  placing  them  finally, 
tested  them,  with  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Preston.  Whether  the  vessel 
was  blown  up  by  the  fuze  or  the  tire  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  as 
far  as  [the]  reputation  of  the  officers  who  conducted  the  explosion  is 
concerned.  The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  to  me,  signed  by 
Admiral  Porter,  dated  December  17: 

I  woald  sugi^est,  by  all  meaus,  that  the  fazes  and  clocks  be  not  depended  on,  but 
that  a  tire  be  lighted  in  the  stern  of  the  vessel. 

And  again: 

Now,  the  danger  of  bilging  and  spoiling  the  cargo  suggests  to  me  the  plan  of 
anchoring;  in  esse  of  a  snrf  dose  under  the  fort  the  vessel  can  not  then  be  boarded 
with  boata  and  the  fires  put  out  and  the  vessel  scuttled,  all  of  which  might  happen 
if  landed  on  the  beach  with  a  sea  running  in. 

And  again,  December  23: 

Don't  forget  to  build  a  good  fire,  for  that  is  certain,  and  will  ]>revent  the  rebels 
boarding  her. 

Minutes  from  the  log  of  the  WildernesSy  kept  dnring  these  occur- 
rences and  signed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  now  in 

•A  Coast-Survey  map  gives  the  position  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louiaiana  at  time  of  explo- 
sion abont  250  yards  E.  by  8.  from  the  N.  E.  angle  of  Fort  Fisher  and  75  yards  from 
shore.  An  A rm^v- War-Records  map  gives  the  position  830  yards  N.  E.  of  the  N,  E« 
angle  of  Fort  If'isher  and  140  yards  from  shore.— Compilers. 
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my  possession,  show  that  *^the  Wilderness  cast  off  the  powder  boat  at 
11 :  40  p.  m. ;  that  the  powder  boat  anchored  at  11 :  55  p.  m.  (thus  steam- 
ing ahead  fifteen  minutes  after  leaving  the  Wild^ness)^  the  fort  bearing 
W.  by  S.  ^  S.,  breakers  on  shore  and  embrasures  of  the  fort  plainly  in 
sight." 

Injustice  to  my  comrades  and  to  me,  I  respectfully  ask  authority  to 
publish  this  statement,  or  at  least  place  copies  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  KHnvD, 

Oomnmnder, 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  diagram 
ihowing  pontion  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Louiiiana. 

Navy  Department,  February  3, 1865. 
Sib:  Is  it  not  possible  to  ascertain  by  soundings  the  exact  position 
of  the  wreck  of  the  torpedo  boat  Louisiana  f     Please  have  an  effort 
made,  and,  if  successful,  furnish  the  Department  with  a  diagram  show- 
ing the  position  in  its  relation  toward  Fort  Fisher,  etc. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  etc., 

(iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
liear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portbe, 

(Jomdij.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  the  impoMibility  of  locating  the  wreok 

of  the  U.  8.  8.  Louiiiana. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U,  S,  Flagship  Malvern^  Cape  Fear  River,  February  IS,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  iu;knowledge  the  recei])t  of  your  communi- 
cation in  relation  to  ascertaining  the  i)Osition  of  tlie  wreck  of  the  late 
powder  boat  LouiHunia,  I  doubt  if  that  is  possible,  for  the  explosion 
must  have  thrown  all  the  machinery  (which  was  mostly  above  the  water 
line)  far  out  of  the  way,  and  the  hull  must  have  been  so  completely 
broken  up  that  it  ccmld  not  ])ossibly  be  found. 

Amidst  the  great  number  of  wrecks  on  the  bar  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  detect  anything  that  could  be  relied  on  to  designate  the  exact 
point  where  the  Louisiana  was  blown  up.  There  could  be  no  mistake, 
though,  in  the  bearings  and  soundings,  and  the  vessel's  position  is 
marked  on  the  ])lan  of  battle.  If  doubt  exists  in  the  mind  of  anyone 
about  the  effect  of  powder  exploded  in  the  o[)en  air,  I  think  the  doubt 
would  be  j)ut  to  rest  on  witnessing  the  ell'ect  of  the  terrific  explosion 
that  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher  the  day  after  its  capture.  I  suppose 
there  were  at  least  (iO  tons  of  powder  in  the  large  magazine  when  it 
blew  up.  There  was  no  damage  done  to  anything  in  or  about  the  fort, 
except  to  the  magazine,  which  was  blown  to  ])ie(tes.  All  the  bomb- 
proofs  stood  uninjured;  no  gun  carriages  were  even  moved  or  broken, 
though  many  of  them  were  shattered  by  shot.    Only  the  men  on  or 
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near  the  magazine  were  killed;  those  at  a  distance  of  100  yards  were 
not  stunned  or  ipjored. 

The  magazine  at  Fort  Caswell  had  even  more  powder  than  Fisher, 
being  the  main  depot  for  all  the  surrounding  works;  but  even  there  the 
damage  inflicted  was  not  so  great  as  one  would  suppose.  One  whole 
side  of  the  interior  part  of  the  brickwork  was  blown  down,  but  only 
one  casemate  seemed  to  have  been  affected  by  the  explosion  or  explo- 
sions, for  the  powder  (besides  what  was  in  the  magazine)  was  dis- 
tributed in  mines  in  different  parts  of  the  work.  Nearly  all  the  guns 
were  uninjured,  nor  were  they  moved,  and  the  work  was  in  a  good  con- 
dition to  be  defended  for  a  long  time. 

I  doubt  myself  the  expediency  of  making  any  more  experiments  like 
that  tried  in  the  Louisiana. 

I  don't  know  but  that  it  is  just  as  well  that  the  one  in  question  did 
not  have  the  effect  intended,  as  the  experiment  hereafter  might  be  tried 
on  us,  who  have  so  many  forts  accessible  by  water. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  powder  in  the  Louisiana  ignited,  for  the 
fire  which  finally  exploded  the  vessel  reached  the  Oomez  fuze  first, 
which  fuze  was  led  all  over  the  vessel  through  powder  bags  and  down 
into  the  hold,  and  we  know  that  its  effect  is  instantaneous.  The  fuze 
ignites  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  five  seconds  (about).  One  hundred  and 
fifty  fathoms  would  ignite  in  two  seconds,  perhaps  sooner.  Nothing 
but  electricity  could  produce  an  instantaneous  explosion  of  a  large 
mass  of  powder. 

Some  of  the  troops  that  were  landed  on  the  first  expedition  said 
they  had  heard  ^Hhat  the  garrison  were  partly  stunned  by  the  explo- 
sion,'' but  on  closely  questioning  those  who  were  employed  in  the  fort 
at  the  time  I  could  not  find  that  anyone  experienced  any  ill  effects 
from  the  explosion.  The  shock  was  represented  as  being  heavy,  but 
nothing  more. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  7).  C. 


Rear- Admiral, 


Abfltraot  Log  of  tlie  IT.  8.  8.  IX^ldeman. 

December  18 j  1864. — Acting  Master  Henry  Arey  in  command.  From  8 
to  meridian :  Lying  at  anchor  off*  New  Inlet.  U.  S.  S.  Cherokee  arrived ; 
reported  the  fleet  outside  ready  to  come  in  at  sunset.  At  9  a.  m.  the 
army  transport  Ben  De  Ford  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  At  1 :  45 
p.  m.  the  Kansas  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  2:30 
the  Gettysburg  dbTTYveifSi.  At  2 :  60  fiiin^a*  made  signal  to  come  within 
bail.  At  3  spoke  the  Kansas  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  H.  Lam- 
son  came  on  board  and  took  command  of  [thisi  vessel  for  the  purpose 
of  going  in  with  the  powder  boat  Louisiana  and  bringing  off  Com- 
mander Ehind,  his  oflBcers  and  men,  after  the  vessel  should  have  been 
placed  in  the  desired  position  and  arrangements  made  to  secure  the 
explosion.  Sent  on  board  of  the  Gettysburg  all  of  the  oflBcers  and  crew 
except  Acting  Master  Arey,  Acting  Ensign  B.  O.  Low,  Acting  Ensign 
Hull,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Anderson,  and  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  Robinson,  and  enough  men  to  handle  the  vessel. 
Made  all  necessary  preparations  for  the  service.    Soon  after  doarlL  t\\A 
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Tusoarara  came  in  between  the  Kansas  and  the  shore,  showing  a  bright 
white  light.  Got  underway  and  warned  her  off.  Kansas  at  anchor  on 
the  range,  showing  a  white  light  for  the  guidance  of  the  Louisiana.  At 
7:45  p.  m.  the  Louisiana,  in  tow  of  the  8ass€U)us,  made  her  appearance 
near  the  Kansas.  Weather  thick,  wind  N.  E.  by  E.,  freshening. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Lamson  and  Mr.  Bcadford  went  on  boaM 
from  the  Kansas  and  communicated  with  Captain  Khind  and  Mr.  Pres- 
ton. Arrangements  having  been  x)erfected,  they  returned  on  board  this 
vessel,  which  had  returned  from  warning  oft'  the  Tuscarora,  and  we 
immediately  steamed  up  to  the  fxpuisiana  and  reported  all  ready. 
Were  directed  by  Captain  Rhiud  to  lie  by  the  Louisiana  until  she  was 
ready.  At  9 :  30  p.  m.  Captain  Ehind  rei)orted  all  ready.  About  the 
same  time  the  Kansas,  whose  lights  were  to  have  guided  us  in  running  in 
(probably  thinking  that  we  had  reached  the  beach),  burned  a  white  and 
green  light  and  hauled  down  her  white  lights.  At  9 :  50  made  the 
Mound  light.  Captain  Lamson  hailed  the  Louisiana,  and  it  was  agreed 
with  Captain  Bhind  that  we  should  make  the  attempt  to  go  in  by  the 
bearing  of  the  Mound  light.  This  vessel  started  in  accordingly,  followed 
closely  by  the  Louisiana.  At  10  p.  m.  the  Mound  light  disappeared, 
and  being  now  without  a  range  light  of  any  kind  and  the  night  being 
very  thick,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Captain  Rhind,  Captain 
Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford  (Coast  Survey),  Captain  Arey,  and  Mr.  Bowen 
(pilot)  that  it  would  be  impossible  under  the  circumstances  to  place  the 
vessel  on  the  beach  in  the  desired  position.  The  attempt  was  therefore 
abandone<l  for  to  night.  Steamed  out  to  the  eastward  until  12  mid- 
night and  anchored  in  10  fathoms  close  to  the  Louisiana.  At  11 :  40 
p.  m.  communicated  with  the  A.  J).  Vance,  Lieutenan^Commander 
Upshur,  who  gave  us  a  dispatch  for  Captain  Watmough  directing  him 
(if  possible  to  communicate  with  Captain  Khind  in  time)  to  delay  the 
attempt  with  the  powder  vessel,  as  the  army  were  afraid  they  would 
not  be  able  to  land  with  the  wind  in  this  direction  and  with  so  heavy 
a  surf  on  the  beach. 

Henry  Arby, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

December  19. — At  1  a.  m.  Captain  Rhind  came  on  board  and  a  modi- 
iication  of  the  i)lan  of  yesterday  was  agreed  upon.  About  the  same 
time  exchanged  signal  with  the  Una^illa.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Thick 
fog;  sounded  the  steam  whistle  occasionally.  At  1)  a.  m.  spoke  the 
lAttle  Ada.  and  Captain  Lamson  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  go 
in  and  find  the  Kansas,  if  possible,  and  inform  Captain  Watmough  that 
we  would  renew  the  attempt  tliis  evening  as  soon  as  the  weather  would 
permit,  and  request  him  to  have  the  Kansas  on  the  range  in  good  time. 
At  1  p.  ni.  the  A.  I).  Vance  came  close  and  Captain  Upshur  came  on 
board  and  communicated  with  Captain  Rhind.  Fog  still  continues. 
Requested  Captain  Upshur  to  try  and  find  the  Kansaaaud  ask  Captain 
Watmough  to  communicate  with  us  as  soon  as  possible.  At  2  p.  m. 
cleared  up,  and  finding  ourselves  much  too  close  to  the  beacli  we  got 
underway,  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow,  and  stood  S.  E.  to  get  out  of  sight 
of  the  shore.  At  2 :  30  the  Nansemond  came  alongside  and  communicated. 
Made  the  fleet  coming  in.  At  2:20  the  flagship  bore  E.  S.  E.  ^  B. 
At  3: 30  came  to  anchor.  At  4: 30  the  Kansas  came  within  hail  and 
Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  came  on  board  and  comninnicated 
with  Captain  Khind.  He  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  sailing 
directions  for  his  guidance,  and  returned  on  board  the  Kansas,  At  5 :  30 
p.  m.  the  Kansas  again  came  within  hail,  and  Captain  Watmough  hailed 
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US,  saying  that  the  admiral's  orders  were  '^  not  to  go  in  to-night,  as  it 
was  too  rough."  Weather  hazy  ;  wind  S.  W.,  fresh.  A  good  deal  of 
sea.  Omitt^  to  state  above  that  Captain  (Jpshnr  brought  instructions 
from  Admiral  Porter  to  Gaptain  Bhind  not  to  attempt  to  beaeh  the 
Louisiana  and  blow  her  up  unless  we  considered  it  suf&ciently  smooth 
for  the  army  to  land. 

Henry  Arey, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wilderness, 

December  J20. — At  3:30  p.  m.  Gaptain  Lamson  went  on  board  the 
Nansemond  and  communicated  with  Admiral  Porter.  Were  by  him 
directed  not  to  go  in  to  night,  as  it  was  too  rough  for  the  army  to  land. 
From4to8p.m.:  Gaptain  Khind and  Mr.  Bradford, of  theGoast Survey, 
and  Mr.  Bowen,  the  pilot,  left  this  vessel  and  went  to  the  Nansemond  for 
tJie  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance.  At  7 :  30  this  vessel  com- 
menced dragging  her  anchor.  Let  go  port  anchor  and  veered  to  30 
fiittioms.  Wind  and  sea  heavy.  At  8  commenced  dragging;  again 
veered  to  45  fathoms  on  port  chain,  having  already  75  fathoms  veered 
on  the  starboard  one.  Weather  continued  heavy,  with  heavy  cross  sea. 
Wind  :N.  E. 

December  21. — Prom  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Weather  cloudy,  with  light  rain, 
wind  having  commenced  to  moderate.  The  //ouij^mna  appeared  to  have 
made  good  weather.  From  4  to  8:  Glear,  with  heavy  gale  from  the 
eastward.  At  7  a.  m.  wind  moderated  a  little  and  hauled  to  S.  S.  W. 
At  8  commenced  blowing  very  heavy  again,  starting  our  anchors. 
Started  engine  ahead  slowly,  as  we  were  too  near  the  New  Ironsides. 
Louisiana  labored  very  heavily  in  the  sea.  At  9  a.  m.  gale  increasing 
and  sea  rising  fast.  Kept  the  engine  working.  At  11 :  30  the  Louisi- 
ana cast  off  her  hawser  and  steamed  to  the  N.  E.  for  a  few  minutes  and 
anchored.  Flagship  signaled  to  the  Namemond  to  keep  company  with 
the  Louisiana.  Weather  clear;  still  blowing  a  gale.  Continued  drag- 
^ng.  At  2  p.  m.  let  go  a  third  anchor  with  hawser,  and  veered  to  50 
fathoms,  Nansemond  at  this  time  lying  about  400  yards  astern  of  us, 
with  the  Louisiana  in  tow.  From  4  to  8  \).  m. :  Weather  rainy,  heavy 
gale.  From  6  to  8:  Weather  clear,  wind  W.  S.  W.,  increasing.  From 
8  to  12  midnight:  Weather  clear,  wind  W.,  blowing  heavily  in  puffs. 

December  22. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Weather  clear  and  wind  moderate. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Weather  clear,  wind  hauled  to  the  N.  W.,  heavy  sea 
running.  From  8  to  12  meridian :  Weather  clear  and  cold ;  wind  N.  W., 
and  still  blowing  freshly.  At  8 :  30  found  that  we  had  lost  port  anchor 
and  30  fathoms  chain  and  the  small  anchor  with  its  hawser.  At  10 
a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  for  the  Nansemondy  with  Louisiana  in  tow, 
to  follow,  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  2  p.  ni.  got  our  anchor,  hav- 
ing been  heaving  on  it  since  11  a.  m. — short  handed,  and  very  slow 
work.  Steamed  up  to  the  Louisiana.  Flagship  made  signal  for  this 
ship  to  keep  near  the  Nansemond  and  Louisiana.  At  3  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  near  them.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Weather  clear  and  cold;  wind 
fresh  from  the  N.  W.  From  8  to  12  midnight:  Weather  clear  and  cold, 
wind  fresh. 

December  23. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.r  Weather  clear  and  cold,  fresh 
breeze  from  N.  N,  W.  From  4  to  8  a.  m :  Weather  as  before.  From  8 
to  12  noon:  Weather  clear;  wind  moderate  from  westward;  seagoing 
down  fast.  At  10:30  received  orders  to  stay  near  the  Louisiana.  At 
12  m.  took  hawser  from  the  Ta^ony.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Weather  clear, 
wind  light.  At  3:30  the  Tacony  cast  us  off  and  stood  inshore  with  the 
Louisiana,  ordering  us  to  follow.    At  4  came  to  aiici\ioi,Yox\»'^\^^\ 
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bearing  W.  S.  W.  From  4  to  8  p.  m :  Weather  as  before.  At  5  took  the 
Louisiana  in  tow.  Captain  Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford,  and  Pilot  Bowen 
came  on  board.  Received  orders  from  Admiral  Porter  to  go  in  to- 
night and  blow  the  Louisiana  up.  Shortly  after  dusk  started  in  with 
her.  At  7  stopped  near  the  Kansas;  Captain  Watmough  came  on 
board.  Stood  off  and  on  near  the  Kansas.  From  8  to  12  midnight:  At 
10: 45  passed  the  Kansas  and  stood  in  W.  by  8.,  running  slow.  At 
11 :  40  anchored  and  cast  off  the  Louisiana,  being  then  in  5|  fathoms. 
Xoumana  passed  inshore  of  us.  At  12  midnight  the  boat  containing 
Captain  Khind,  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Boyden,  Mr.  Mnllin,  and  their  crew 
came  alongside.  Cut  hawser  and  started  at  full  speed  E.  N.  E.  Threw 
six  rockets  to  yrarn  the  fleet. 

December  24. — At  12: 55  a.  m.  stopped  her  and  let  off  the  steam  to  5 
pounds.  At  1 :  40  a.  m.  the  explosion  took  place.  Being  without  an 
anchor  stood  off  and  on  till  daylight.  From  8  to  meridian:  Weather 
clear,  wind  fresh.  At  9 :  30  a.  m.  spoke  the  flagship  and  Captain  Rhind, 
Captain  Lamson,  Lieutenant  Preston,  Mr.  Mullin,  Mr.  Boyden,  and 
their  crew  went  on  board.  At  10:30  ran  down  to  the  Minnesota  and 
took  a  hawser  from  her  stern. 


Abftrftot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Xmiiti 

December^  18,1804. — Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  in  com- 
mand. At  1:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stoimed  inshore  and  up  and 
down  the  coast  slowly.  At  3  communicated  with  the  Qettysburg.  At 
4:40  came  to  anchor  with  starboard  anchor,  Mound  bearing  8.  W.  by 
W.  \  W.  From  6  to  8  as  per  column;  wind  N.  E.,  force  2  to  3, 
weather  foggy,  air  55^.  Hoisted  a  bright  light  at  mainmast  head.  Fleet 
all  around  and  signaling  with  lights  at  various  intervals.  At  7 :  30  p. 
m.  the  steamer  Sassacus  spoke  us,  she  having  the  powder  vessel  in  tow. 
At  8  p.  m.  communicated  with  the  Sassacus  and  Louisiana,  At  8:15 
Mr.  Bradford,  surveyor,  left  the  ship.  At  8: 25  the  Wilderness  commu- 
nicated with  U8.  At  8:42  the  Wilderness  and  Louisiana  stood  in  for 
the  bar.  At  9 :  15  got  underway  and  steamed  offshore,  steering  E.  N.  E. 
At  9:35  one  of  the  fleet  challenged  with  Costou's  No.  8:  we  answered 
with  Coston's  No.  9.  The  strange  vessel  burned  Coston's  500.  At  10 
we  burned  5107.  At  11  slowed  down  in  11  fathoms  water  and  headed 
to  southward.  At  11:15  one  of  the  fleet  burned  Coston's  No.  8;  we 
answered  with  Coston's  No.  9. 

December  19. — At  1  a.  m.  spoke  the  A.  D.  Vance,  who  ordered  us  to 
our  night  station.  At  1 :  20  saw  two  vessels  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Wilderness  and  Louisiana  at  anchor.  Remainder  of 
watch  steaming  slowly  up  and  down  the  coast.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. : 
ISteamiug  along  the  land.  At  8 :  12  p.  \\\.  came  to  anchor.  At  2 :  30  got 
underway  and  steamed  off  N.  E.  by  K.  At  2 :  45  communicated  with  the 
A.  D.  Vance  and  then  steamed  for  the  fleet;  made  all  sail.  At  3: 20  p. 
m.  took  in  all  sail,  slowed  down,  and  communicated  with  the  Wilderness. 
At  4:30  flagship  signaled  652,  we  answered  and  stood  for  the  flagship, 
sent  a  boat  on  board.  At  4 :  40  spoke  the  Ijouisiana  and  informed  them 
that  it  was  the  admiral's  order  for  them  not  to  go  in  to-ni^rht.  At  4 :  45 
stood  for  night  station.  From  0  to  8  steaming  along  the  land.  Spoke 
the  tug  Moccasin  and  ordered  her  to  remain  inshore.  Wind,  from  5  to 
9  p.  m.,  S.  W.,  force  5. 

December  20. — From  12  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Several  guns  fired  from 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  in  the  vicinity  during  the  watch. 
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December  22. — ^At  5:30  p.  m.  blockading  fleet  all  steaming  inshore. 

December  23. — ^At  3:20  p.  m.  oommanicated  with  flagship  Malvern. 
At  7  p.  m.  the  Louieiana  and  Wilderness  came  in  from  outside  and  lay 
to  off  our  port  quarter.  At  10 :  30  a  blockade  runner  passed  inshore  of 
UB  at  full  speed  steering  for  Fort  Fisher.  At  11  the  Wilderness  and 
Louisiana  passed,  steering  toward  the  bar.  We  got  underway  and 
steemed  offshore,  steering  E.  N.  £. 

December  24. — From  12  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Steaming  offshore,  steer- 
ing E.  N.  E.  At  12: 15  a.  m.  several  rockets  thrown  up,  bearing  W.  S. 
W.,  supposed  to  be  from  the  Wilderness.  At  1:52  powder  vessel 
exploded.    At  2  turned  ship  around  and  stood  W.  S.  W. 


Abftnot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Adyanoe. 

December  18j  1864. — Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  command- 
ing. At  3: 20  p.  m.  exchanged  numbers  with  the  fleet.  At  3: 20  p.  m. 
stopped  engines  and  allowed  ship  to  drift.  At  6:40  started  engine 
and  steamed  in  toward  New  Inlet.  Exchanged  signals  with  several  of 
the  fleet.  At  11  p.  ni.  spoke  the  Wilderness.  Stopped  engine,  burned 
Coston  signals,  threw  up  rockets,  and  endeavored  to  find  the  Kansas^ 
but  without  success.  At  11:55  spoke  the  Wilderness  and  delivered 
communications  from  the  admiral  to  Captain  Lamson. 

December  19. — At  12: 10  a.  m.  steamed  to  the  eastward  and  communi- 
cated with  several  of  the  fleet.  At  12 :  45  p.  m.  communicated  with  the 
Wilderness.  At  2:30  p.  m.  exchanged  signals  with  and  communicated 
with  the  Kansas  and  delivered  dispatches  to  her.  At  4  p.  m.  exchanged 
signals  with  the  flagship.  At  4 :  25  communicated  with  the  flagship. 
At  5:30  communicated  with  the  Keystone  State.  At  7 :  10  came  to  near 
the  flagship. 

December  24. — At  1 :  50  a.  m.  the  explosion  of  the  powder  boat  took 
place. 


Bstraot  from  the  oi&cial  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  8.  Army,  oommanding  defensei  of  Federal 

Point 

December  24 j  1864. — A  blockader  got  aground  near  fort;  set  fire  to 
herself  and  blew  up. 


First  •  attack  on  Fort  Fisher ^  December  24''25,  1864. 
General  order  Ko.  70,  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  giving  preliminary  instmotioni. 

NoBTH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  Hampton  RoadSj  December  lOj  1864. 
The  chart  plan  of  the  proposed  attack  on  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
at  New  Inlet,  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Biver,  will  explain  itself,  but  the 
order  of  taking  position  is  as  follows: 

It  is  first  proposed  to  endeavor  to  paralyze  the  garrison  by  an  explo- 
sion, all  the  vessels  remaining  12  miles  out  from  the  bar,  and  the  troops 

•  For  reports  of  Army  operations,  see  Official  Reports  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Volumes  XLII,  XLIV,  and  LI. 
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in  transports  12  miles  down  the  coast,  ready  to  steam  up  and  be  pre- 
pared to  take  the  works  by  assault  in  case  the  latter  are  disabled. 

At  a  given  signal  all  the  bar  vessels  will  rnn  offshore  12  miles,  when 
the  vessel  with  powder  will  go  in  undei  the  forts.  When  the  explosion 
takes  place  all  the  vessels  will  stand  inshore  in  the  order  marked  on 
the  plan. 

The  New  Ironsides  will  steam  alongshore,  coming  from  the  eastward 
until  the  tlagstaff  on  Fort  Fisher  bears  S.  W.  by  W.  i  W.  and  anchor 
(chain  ready  to  slip)  with  her  broadside  bearing  on  the  largest  of  the 
enemy's  works  and  ox)en  fire  without  delay.  The  monitors  will  come 
up  astern,  anchoring  not  more  than  one  length  apart,  directly  in  line 
along  the  shore,  leaving  space  only  for  a  gunboat  to  lie  outside  of  them 
and  fire  between  them  or  over  them.  The  New  Ironsides  and  monitors 
will  lie  in  not  less  than  3^  fathoms  water,  which  will  place  them  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Fort  Fisher  and  a  little  over  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  beach. 

In  the  meantime  the  large  ships  will  lie  formed  in  line  of  battle  to 
the  eastward  of  the  ironclads  and  heading  parallel  with  the  land  in  a 
S.  J  W,  course,  in  5  fathoms  water. 

When  the  signal  is  made  to  <Hake  position"  the  Minnesota  (the stem- 
most  vessel)  will  go  ahead  slowly,  and  anchor  about  a  mile  from  Fort 
Fisher,  opening  fire  the  moment  she  passes  the  New  Ironsides  and 
anchoring  so  that  her  stern  gun  will  fire  just  clear  of  that  vessel.  The 
Mohican  will  then  anchor  ahead  of  the  Minnesota^  Colorado  ahead  of 
Mohican^  Tuscarora  ahead  of  Colorado^  Waha^h  ahead  of  Tuscarara^ 
Susquehanna  ahead  of  Wabash^  Brooklyn  ahead  of  Susquehanna,  Pow- 
hatan ahead  of  Brooklyn,  Juniata  ahead  of  Poithatan,  with  their  cables 
ready  to  slip  and  with  not  more  than  15  fathoms  of  chain,  the  15-fiEtthom 
shackle  inside  the  hawse  hole. 

The  Seneca,  Shenandoah,  Pawtuxet,  Ticonderoga,  Ma>ckinaw,  Maumee^ 
Yantic,  and  Kansas  will  take  their  positions  between  and  outside  the 
difi'erent  vessels,  as  marked  on  the  plan,  anchoring  with  their  cables 
ready  to  slip. 

When  the  large  ships  and  intermediate  ones  get  fairly  into  position 
the  Nyack,  Unadillu,  Huron,  and  PequotwiW  take  position  between  and 
outside  the  monitors  in  the  order  marked  on  the  plan,  keeping  up  a 
rapid  fire  while  the  monitors  are  loading. 

The  following  vessels  will  next  take  their  positions  as  marked  on  the 
plan : 

Commencing  with  the  Fort  Jacknon — which  vessel  will  anchor  ahead 
of  the  Jwntafa,  leaving  a  space  between  of  three  lengths — Santiago  de 
Cuba,  Tacony,  Osceola,  Chippewa,  Sassacu4i^  MaraUmza,  Rhode  Island^ 
Monticello,  Mount  Vernon,  Montgomery,  R,  R.  Cuylcr,  (Quaker  City,  and 
Iosco  will  pass  on  slowly,  commencing  with  the  rear,  until  they  form 
the  line  marked  on  the  plan. 

The  reserves  of  each  division  will  form  a  line  (as  per  plan)  out  of 
gunshot,  ready  to  act  as  occasion  may  re(]uire. 

This  is  the  main  plan  of  the  battle.  Circumstances  may  require  some 
deviation  from  it,  such  as  a  partial  attack  (before  going  seriously  to 
work)  to  feel  the  enemy's  strength,  all  of  which  will  be  regulated  by 
signal  or  by  orders.  Great  care  and  coolness  will  be  required  to  drop 
the  vessels  in  their  right  places,  and  a  too  early  commencement  of  fire 
on  the  part  of  those  going  into  position  may  create  confusion. 

As  we  know  but  little  about  the  caliber  and  number  of  rebel  guns, 
the  vessels  must  concentrate  their  fires  on  the  heaviest  batteries,  but 
^et  the  range  before  fixing  rapidly.    For  instance,  the  large  vessels  and 
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ironclads  concentrate  on  Fort  Fisher,  while  the  Vanderbilt,  Fort  Jack- 
son j  and  the  vesselB  in  the  line  with  the  Fort  Jackson  will  open  on  the 
forts  within  their  reach  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Monnd. 

All  the  reaerve  vessels  will  prepare  to  attack  Zeek's  Island  battery 
by  taking  a  position  where  they  can  enfilade  it,  which  is  when  the  fort 
bears  N.  W.  Vessels  drawing  14  feet  can  go  within  1 J  miles  with  per- 
fect safety  and  nse  their  rifle  guns  with  good  effect.  They  can  also 
reach  the  forts  on  Federal  Point  and  prevent  their  firing  accurately  on 
the  other  portions  of  the  fleet  in  closer  range.  All  the  movements  of 
the  different  lines  will  be  made  by  sending  orders  in  a  tug,  as^  signals 
will  not  be  seen  in  the  smoke. 

As  it  is  desirable  not  to  have  superfluous  directions,  each  commander 
wiU  be  fhrnislied  with  a  plan  and  the  matter  fully  discussed  and  points 
explained  at  a  general  meeting  of  commanders. 

Vessels  in  distress,  and  finding  it  necessary  to  retire  from  battle,  will 
steer  out  S.  E.,  excepting  the  headmost  vessels,  Iosco.  Quaker  City^ 
H.  R.  Cuyler,  etc.,  which  had  better  keep  on  8.  W.  J  8.  course  until 
they  clear  an  Sfoot  shoal  (at  low  water)  outside  of  them. 

It  is  not  desirable  that  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  should  show  them- 
selves to  the  enemy  until  the  time  comes  for  them  to  act,  and  they  will 
keep  offshore  about  25  miles,  or  far  enough  not  to  be  seen,  with  New 
Inlet  bearing  west  in  about  the  latitude  of  33©  56'  longitude  77^  20'. 
That  will  be  the  rendezvous.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  assemble 
the  vessels  of  their  divisions,  get  them  into  line,  and  keep  them  so,  each 
division  being  far  enough  from  the  other  to  allow  them  to  maneuver 
without  interfering.  When  the  signal  is  made  or  given  to  form  in  line 
of  battlld  every  vessel  will  take  her  station  in  line  according  to  the 
place  on  the  chart,  the  first  division  forming  first  and  the  others 
dropping  in  in  order. 

As  only  low  steam  will  be  required,  those  vessels  that  can  move  and 
work  handily  with  half  their  boilers  will  only  use  those  on  one  side, 
keeping  the  boilers  on  the  side  near  the  enemy  full  of  water  and  with- 
out steam,  with  water  warm  only,  and  ready  to  make  steam  in  case  of 
necessity. 

81ow,  deliberate  firing  is  desirable;  there  will  be  smoke  enough  any- 
how; rapid  and  indiscriminate  firing  will  amount  to  little  or  nothing. 
I  hope  no  shot  may  be  thrown  away. 

David  I).  Porter, 
Rear-Afhniraly  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Spedal  order  Ko.  2  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  requiring  great  care  in  pointing 

guns  during  action. 

Special  Orders,  \  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  2.  )  Flagship  Malvernj  December  19y  1864. 

While  in  action  an  oflftcer  will  be  kept  by  the  compass  to  see  that 
the  vessel  heads  the  course  she  anchored  on,  for,  if  she  should  swing 
in  the  smoke,  broadsides  might  be  fired  in  the  wrong  direction. 

This  must  be  allowed  for  in  firing,  and  when  it  is  no  longer  possible 
to  see  through  the  smoke  the  guns  must  be  pointed  by  compass  from 
on  deck. 

David  D.  Porter, 
liearAdmiral^  Commanding  No%'th  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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BpeeUl  oidmr  Ho.  S  of  Bmr-Aiminl  7toUr»  V.  S.  Vsvy,  rafudlag  tk»  bujn  plMtd  uar 

Fort  ndMr. 

North  Atlavtio  Squadron, 

Flofffhip  Mdlvemy  December  19y  1861. 
There  is  a  line  of  buoys  placed  in  5  fathoms  to  prevent  the  vessels 
Fanning  into  sboal  water.  No  ship  is  to  go  inside  of  the  baoys,  bnt 
when  they  go  into  battle  they  must  anchor  close  to  them.  There  is  a 
clump  of  buoys  on  Sheep  Head  Shoal,  where  there  is  8  feet  of  water, 
which  the  smaller  vessels  can  go  inside  of. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Note. — Instead  of  15  fathoms,  all  the  vessels  will  have  to  anchor 
with  25  fathoms  of  chain,  and  slip,  if  necessary,  from  the  30  fathoms 
shackle. 


Oonoral  order  Ho.  7S  of  Saar-Adminl  Fortor,  V.  B.  VaTj,  giviiif  •dditional  initraioliaBi. 

General  Orders,  }  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  7.S.  )  Flagship  Malvern^  December  20^1664. 

In  going  to  work  on  the  rebel  batteries  neither  line  will  advance 
until  the  signal  is  made  to  the  leading  ship  {Minnesota)  to  go  into 
action,  when  the  vessels  of  that  line  will  take  the  positions  assigned 
them  on  the  plan. 

The  signal  will  then  be  made  to  the  leading  vessels  of  the  other  lines 
as  they  may  be  wanted. 

The  Ironsides  and  monitors  have  bi^n  directed  not  to  anchor  antil 
siguiiled  to  do  so,  as  it  is  ])roven  by  exannnation  that  there  is  better 
water  than  is  marked  on  the  chart,  and  they  can  go  into  the  fight  with 
more  advantage  by  keeping  underway. 

I  would  impress  upon  all  commandingoilicers  of  the  large  vessels  not 
to  lie  more  than  one  length  apart,  or  there  will  be  no  room  for  them  to 
get  into  a<;tion. 

A  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  is  the  Half-Moon 
battery  (so  called)  which  may  open  on  the  ships  while  going  in.  If  this 
battery  is  not  silenced  by  the  Ironsides  and  monitors  the  three  stern- 
most  vessels  will  open  on  it  and  silence  it.  The  Half-Moon  battery 
has  lately  been  erected  and  has  one  quite  heavy  gun  mounted. 

The  lOsecond  shell  or  shrapnel  will  be  the  best  kind  of  projectile  to 
use,  and  when  the  range  is  obtained  a  rapid  fire  should  be  kept  up. 

It  is  not  desirable  that  the  leading  ships  should  lire  on  the  above- 
mentioned  battery  (unless  it  may  be  a  few  guns  to  cover  themselves), 
for  fear  of  causing  too  much  smoke  and  preventing  them  from  seeing 
their  way  in. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear  Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Speoial  order  Ko.  5  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Vavy,  regarding  dispodtioii  of  dyiliana  and 

wounded. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  JUalvern,  December  22^  1864. 
All  vessels  having  civilians  (or  persons  not  wishing  to  go  into  the 
light)  on  board  will  make  signal  to  Montgomery  and  put  them  there. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        249 

After  the  action  the  hospital  vessels  will  hoist  a  yellow  or  red  flag 
forward,  and  the  wounded  will  be  sent  on  board  of  them. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Eear-Admiralj  Oommanddng  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


SeiMTt  of  lieatenmnt-Cominaxider  Wett,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommandiJig  naval  statioii,  Beanfbrt,  N.  C. 

Beaufort,  K  C,  December  24^  1864. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  communication  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred. 
The  transports  of  Oeneral  Butler  have  continued  to  arrive  and  depart. 
The  Empire  City  drawing  too  much  water  to  enter,  I  have  sent  a  coal 
schooner  out  to  her.  The  general  left  this  morning  at  8  a.  m.  in  the 
Ben  De  Ford,  and  I  am  requested  to  furnish  pilots  for  the  other  vessels 
at  meridian,  which  will  be  done. 

The  concussion  of  a  distant  explosion  was  distinctly  felt  at  the  store- 
house and  carpenter  shop  on  shore,  between  the  hours  of  1  and  2  this 
a.  m.  A  vivid  light  was  seen  at  the  time  by  the  lookout  on  the  Arietta, 
bearing  about  west. 

The  XJ.S.S.Nyack  arrived  yesterday  at  12:40  p.m. with  about  15 
tons  of  coal,  and  the  patent  steering  gear  out  of  order.  Coal  vessels 
were  immediately  placed  alongside.  She  lias  been  coaling  and  repair- 
ing all  night,  and  will  leave  this  morniug. 

1  enclose  requisitions  of  Paymaster  [S.  S.]  Wood  for  your  signature, 
as  also  a  communication  *  addressed  by  myself  to  General  Butler,  and 
his  reply*  thereto. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West. 
Lieutenant' Commander  J  Commanding  Station, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

P.  S. — The  VicJcshurg  has  just  arrived,  11  a.  m.  There  is  no  mail  for 
the  squadron  at  the  post-office. 

W.  C.  W. 


[Telegram. — By  nignal  from  Hieamer  Ben  De  JFWd.] 

December  24, 1864. 
Are  there  any  and  how  many  of  the  enemy's  armed  vessels  on  the 
inside?    Were  they  visible  to  day?    Have  any  shots  been  exchanged 
between  the  fleet  and  the  Half  Moon  or  the  Flag  Pond  battery? 

B.  F.  BUTLEB, 


Admiral  Porter. 


Major- Oeneral. 


[Telegram.— By  army  signaL] 


Flagship  Malvern,  December  24, 1864. 
There  was  one  rebel  vessel  seen  to-day,  supposed  to  be  an  armed  one. 
She  was  entirely  out  of  range  and  could  not  be  brought  into  play  even 
if  her  guns  were  of  any  account. 


*  Not  foand. 
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The  Flag  Pond  battery  has  been  dismantled  and  the  guns  taken 
away.  It  was  a  small  affair  anyhow,  and  only  ased  to  drive  off  our 
blockaders.  There  are  no  batteries  along*  the  shore,  at  least  we  saw 
none  to-day,  and  onr  vessels  came  close  along  the  beach. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 
Miyor-General  B.  F.  Butlbr. 


Letter  from  Major-Oenend  Batler,  IT.  B.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding 

the  landing  of  troopi. 

Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  James ^  in  the  Fields  North  Carolina^ 

December  24^  1864. 
Admiral  :  We  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  landing  above  Flag  Hill  Pond 
battery,  between  that  and  Half  Mood,  at  snch  an  honr  as  shall  be  fixed 
upon  by  consultation  between  yourself  and  General  Weitzel,  who  will 
have  command  of  the  troops  and  who  will  meet  you  at  any  hour  yon 
choose  to  arrange  details. 

To  do  this  it  will  probably  be  necessary  that  you  should  send  such 
vessels  as  will  cover  the  landing,  and  what  those  shall  be  is  of  course 
for  your  better  judgment. 

We  design  in  the  first  place  to  send  on  shore  a  party  for  reconnois- 
sance  sufficiently  strong  to  hold  the  landing  if  we  gain  a  foothold,  and 
then  to  land  as  rapidly  as  possible  onr  whole  force,  and  if  from  the 
reconnoissance  it  is  deemed  practicable  to  attempt  an  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher,  the  assault  will  be  made. 

We  have  boats  enough  of  our  own  to  land  the  first  detachment.  We 
shall  ask  you  for  any  spare  boats  you  may  have,  with  their  crews  to 
pull  them,  to  aid  in  the  landing  of  the  forces.  A  half  dozen  armed 
with  howitzers  better  be  also  sent.  Will  you  allow  those  boats  to 
report  to  General  Graham  in  the  morning t  We  can  take  them  in  tow 
from  such  point  as  may  be  designated. 

It  would  seem  to  be  best  that  the  naval  attack  should  be  continued 
with  spirit  and  effect  upon  the  fort,  and  endeavor  to  silence  it  and  keep 
it  silenced. 

The  messenger  who  bears  this  will  take  back  an  answer  and  notify 
General  Weitzel  when  you  will  desire  to  see  him. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  landing  take  place  about  8  o'clock,  after  the 
navy  have  been  engaged  with  the  fort  an  hour  or  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  Butler, 
Major- General  J  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


[letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Batler,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a 
recoxmoiteanee  of  Fort  Fiiher. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

December  25^  1864. 
Admiral:  Upon  landing  the  troops  and  making  a  thorough  recon- 
noisaance  of  Fort  Fisher,  both  General  Weitzel  and  myself  are  fully  of 
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the  opinion  that  the  place  could  not  be  carried  by  assault,  as  it  was 
left  substantially  uninjured  as  a  defensive  work  by  the  navy  fire.  We 
found  17  guns  protected  by  traverses,  2  only  of  which  were  dis- 
mounted, bearing  up  the  beach  and  covering  a  strip  of  land,  the  only 
practicable  route,  not  more  than  wide  enough  for  1,000  men  in  line  of 
battle.  Haying  captured  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery,  the  garrison  of 
which,  65  men  and  2  commissioned  officers,  were  taken  off  by  the  navy, 
we  also  captured  Half  Moon  battery,  and  7  officers  and  218  men  of  the 
Third  North  Carolina  Junior  Reserves,  including  its  commander,  from 
whom  I  learned  tbat  a  portion  of  Hoke's  division,  consisting  of  Kirk- 
land's  and  Hagood's  brigades,  had  been  sent  from  the  lines  before 
^Richmond  on  Tuesday  last,  arriving  at  Wilmington  Friday  night. 

General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line  within  50  yards  of  the 
fort,  while  the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bombproofs  by  the  fire  of  the 
navy,  and  so  closely  that  3  or  4  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured  upon 
the  parapet  and  through  the  sally  port  of  the  work,  capturing  a  horse, 
^wbich  they  brought  off,  killing  the  orderly,  who  was  the  bearer  of  a 
dispatch  from  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Whiting  to  bring  a  light 
twittery  within  the  fort,  and  also  brought  away  from  the  parapet  the 
flag  of  the  fort.  This  was  done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  fly- 
ing about  the  heads  of  the  daring  men  who  entered  the  work,  and  it 
was  evident  as  soon  as  the  fire  of  the  navy  ceased,  because  of  the  dark- 
ness, that  the  fort  was  fully  manned  again,  and  opened  with  grape  and 
canister  upon  our  picket  line. 

Finding  that  nothing  but  the  operations  of  a  regular  siege,  which 
did  not  come  within  my  instructions,  would  reduce  the  fort,  and  in  view 
of  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  weather,  wind  arising  from  the  south- 
east, rendering  it  impossible  to  make  further  landing  through  the  surf, 
I  caused  the  troops  with  their  prisoners  to  reembark,  and  see  nothing 
further  that  can  be  done  by  the  land  forces.  I  shall  therefore  sail  for 
Hampton  Roads  as  soon  as  the  transport  fleet  can  be  got  in  order. 

My  engineers  and  officers  report  Fort  Fisher  to  me  as  substantially 
uninjured  as  a  defensive  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  F.  Butleb, 
Major- General  J  Commandimj. 
Bear- Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  to  Aetmg  Volimteer  Lieuteiuuit  Fauoon,  U.  8.  Kavy, 
regardixig  proymon  for  witnewee  of  the  attack. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
At  Seay  off  New  Inlet ^  December  25 j  1864, 
Sir:  You  will  receive  on  board  such  civilians  as  come  to  you  firom 
the  fleet,  and  Major  [T.  L.]  Casey,  of  the  Army,  and  give  them  the  best 
accommodations  you  have,  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  fight. 

You  will  not  take  your  vessel  under  fire   without  express  orders 
from  me. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Faucon, 

Commanding  Montgiymer^. 
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Ordtr  of  Baar-Admind  Porter,  V,  8.  Navy,  to  Oommodore  Sadford,  V.  8.  VaTjt  eommAadiiig 

IT.  8.  8.  Now  Irouldei. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  25y  1864. 
OoMMODOBE :  General  Butler  has  concluded  not  to  assault  the  works, 
and  as  there  is  no  farther  need  of  your  vessels  where  they  are  now, 

foa  will  come  oat  with  your  division  and  anchor  them  near  this  vessel, 
will  be  about  2  miles  offshore.    Steer  out  about  west  and  you  will 
see  my  lights. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 
Oommodore  Wm.  Badford, 

Commanding  New  Ironsides  and  Division  of  Ironclads. 


Lottor  from  Baar-Adininl  Portor,  IT.  8.  HaTy,  to  Major-Oenoral  Butlor,  V,  8.  Army,  regazding 

goneral  matton. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  off  New  Inlety  December  26^  1864. 
General:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  the  substance  of  which  was  communicated  to  me  by  General 
Weitzel  last  night. 

I  have  order^  the  largest  vessels  to  proceed  off  Beaufort  and  fill  up 
with  ammunition,  to  be  ready  for  another  attack  in  case  it  is  decided 
to  proceed  with  this  matter  by  making  other  arrangements. 

We  have  not  commenced  firing  rapidly  yet,  and  could  keep  any  rebels 
inside  firom  showing  their  heads  until  an  assaulting  column  was  within 
20  yards  of  the  works. 

I  wish  some  more  of  your  gallant  fellows  had  followed  the  oflBcer  who 
took  the  flag  flrom  the  parapet,  and  the  brave  fellow  who  brought  the 
horse  out  from  the  fort.  I  think  they  would  have  found  it  an  easier 
conquest  than  is  supposed. 

I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  place  my  opinion  in  opposition  to^ 
General  Weitzel,  whom  I  know  to  be  an  accomplished  soldier  and 
engineer,  and  whose  opinion  has  great  weight  with  me. 

I  will  look  out  that  the  troops  are  all  off  in  safety.  We  will  have  a 
west  wind  presently,  and  a  smooth  beach  about  3  o'clock,  when  suflS- 
cient  boats  will  be  sent  for  them. 

The  prisoners  now  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  be  delivered  to 
the  provost-marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe,  unless  you  wish  to  take  them 
on  board  one  of  the  transports,  which  would  be  inconvenient  just  now. 
I  remain,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding^  etc. 


Qoneral  order  No.  76  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  to  commanding  offioen  to  report 
regarding  the  elfeot  of  tke  Are  npon  Fort  Fiiher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern^  December  30y  1864. 
As  a  question  may  arise  (owing  to  the  army  authorities  having  con- 
eladed  to  reembark)  whether  Fort  Fisher  was  in  a  condition  to  resist 
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an  assanlty  I  call  npon  the  officers  under  my  command  to  make  me  a 
report  of  the  part  they  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
and  the  damage  apparently  done  to  tike  works.  G^eral  Butler  assigns 
as  a  reason  fyr  not  operating  against  Fort  Fisher  that  it  was  ^'unin- 
jured as  a  defensive  work,'^  which  is  a  reflection  on  the  skill  of  our 
gunners  and  the  officers  who  commanded  them. 

As  a  matter  of  history  hereafter  to  be  referred  to,  I  wish  not  only  to 
have  from  each  commander  the  effect  of  our  firing,  but  their  impressions 
with  regard  to  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered  as  it  was)  against  a 
combined  attack  of  army  aud  navy. 

I  myself  am  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  our  share  of  the  work, 
and  could  I  have  foreseen  what  happened  would  have  assaulted  after 
dark  with  the  saQors,  and  carried  it  at  that. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear- Admiral^  Comwuinding  Xarth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  RMr-AdJBirml  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy,  rogaidiag  the  sttsck. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
r.  8.  Flagship  MalrerUj  off  WilMingtOHj  December  24j  1864. 
SiB:  1  have  the  honor  te  inform  you  that  I  attacked  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Bi ver  this  morning  at  12 :  30,  and  after  getting  the 
ships  in  position  silenced  them  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  There 
being  no  troops  here  to  take  possession,  I  am  merely  firing  at  it  now  to 
keep  up  practice.  The  forts  are  nearly  demolished,  and  as  soon  as 
troops  come  we  can  take  possession.  We  have  set  tbem  on  fire,  blown 
some  of  them  up,  and  all  that  is  wanted  now  is  the  troops  to  land  to  go 
into  them. 

I  suppose  (xeneral  Butler  will  be  here  in  the  morning.    We  have  had 
very  heavy  gales  here,  which  tugs,  monitors,  and  all  rode  out  at  their 
anchors. 
The  transports  have  gone  into  Beaufort,  N.  G. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  -^'a^y,  WoMhington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  RMT-Admna  rorter,  V.  8.  Nsiry.  twining  deCulei  xepert  of  tke  sttsck. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  Xevr  Tnlety  Xortk  Carolina.  December  if6',  1^C4. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  a  somewhat  detailed 
repcMrt  of  the  two  engagements  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  surrounding 
works. 

We  attacked  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  the  24th  instant,  and  silenced 
every  gun  in  a  very  short  time. 

On  the  25th  instant  we  again  took  our  position  within  a  mfle  of  the 
fort  (the  iron  vessels  within  l,ifOO  yards)  without  a  shot  being  fire^l  at 
OS.  Shelled  it  all  day.  with  now  and  then  a  shot  from  the  r^MrU.  and 
•topped  firing  after  sunset. 

Tilt  army  landed  and  reembarked,  considering  it  impracti<.-able  to 
naaault  the  place. 
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I  shall  remain  here  and  keep  shelling  the  enemy's  works  on  every 
occasion,  whenever  the  weather  will  permit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobtbr, 

Bear'Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  /).  C, 

[Enclosure.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  at  Sea^  off  New  Inlet j  December  26^  1864. 

Sir:  I  was  in  hopes  I  shonld  have  been  able  to  present  to  the  nation 
Fort  Fisher  and  sarronnding  works  as  a  Christmas  offering,  bnt  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it  has  not  been  taken  yet.  I  attacked  it  on  the  24th  instant 
with  the  troneiden,  Canonicue^  Mahopac,  Monadnock,  Minnesota,  Colo- 
rado, Mohicany  Tuscarora^  Wabash,  Susquehanna^  Brooklyn,  Powhatan, 
Juniata,  Seneca,  Shenandoah,  Pawtuxet,  Ticonderoga,  Mackinaw, Maumee, 
YantiCy  Kansas^  Iosco,  Quaker  City,  Monticello,  Rhode  Island,  Sassacus, 
Chippewa,  Osceola,  Tacony,  Pontoosuc,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Fort  Jackson, 
and  Vanderbilt,  having  a  reserve  of  small  vessels  consisting  of  the 
Aries  J  Howquah,  Wilderness^  Cherokee,  A.  J),  Vance,  Anemone,  Eolus, 
Getty sh%rg,  Alabama,  Keystone  State,  Banshee,  Emma,  Lilian,  Tristram 
Shandy,  Britannia,  Governor  Buckingham,  and  Nansemond. 

Previous  to  making  the  attack,  a  torpedo  on  a  large  scale,  with  an 
amount  of  powder  on  board  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  explode  the 
I>owder  magazines  of  the  fort,  was  prepared  with  great  care  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  Commander  A.  C.  Khind,  who  had  associated 
witli  him  on  this  perilous  service  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Agawam,  and  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Paul  Boyden,  and  7  men.  So  much  had  been  said  and 
written  about  the  terrible  effects  gf  gunpowder  in  an  explosion  that 
happened  lately  in  England  that  great  results  were  expected  from 
this  novel  mode  of  making  war.  Everything  that  ingenuity  could 
devise  was  adopted  to  make  the  experiment  a  success. 

The  vessel  was  brought  around  from  Norfolk  with  great  care  and 
without  accident,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus.  Lieutenant-Oom- 
mander  J.  L.  Davis,  who  directed  his  whole  attention  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  though  he  experienced  some  bad  weather  and  lost  one  of 
his  rudders,  he  took  her  safely  into  Beaufort,  where  we  filled  her  up 
with  powder  and  perfected  all  the  machinery  for  blowing  her  up. 
General  Butler  had  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  before  us,  and  I  hastened 
matters  all  that  I  could,  so  that  no  unnecessary  delay  might  be  laid  to 
my  charge. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  sailed  from  Beaufort  with  all  the  monitors, 
Neio  Ironsides,  and  small  vessels,  including  the  Louisiana,  designed  as 
a  blockade  junner,  for  the  rendezvous,  20  miles  east  of  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  and  found  all  the  larger  vessels  and  transports  assembled 
there,  the  wind  blowing  light  from  the  N.  E.  On  the  20th  a  heavy  gale 
set  in  from  S.  W.,  and  not  being  able  to  make  a  port  without  scattering 
all  the  vessels,  I  determined  to  ride  it  out,  which  I  did,  without  any 
accident  of  any  kind,  except  the  loss  of  a  few  anchors,  the  monitors 
and  all  behaving  beautifully. 

Only  two  vessels  went  to  sea  to  avoid  the  gale,  and  fared  no  better 
than  those  at  anchor.  The  transports  being  short  of  water,  put  into 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  were  not  suitable  for  riding  out  at  anchor  such 
heavy  iroather. 
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After  the  soathwester  the  wind  chopped  around  to  the  westward 
and  gave  us  a  beautiful  spell  of  weather,  which  I  could  not  afford  to 
lose,  and  the  transports  with  the  troops  not  making  their  appearance, 
I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  it  and  attack  Fort  Fisher  and  its 
outworks. 

On  the  23d  I  directed  Oommander  Ehind  to  proceed  and  explode  the 
vessel  right  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Fisher,  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  having  gone  in  at  night  and  ascertained  that  we  could  place  a 
vessel  of  7  feet  draft  right  on  the  edge  of  the  beach.  Lieutenant  E.  H. 
Lamson,  commanding  Gettysburg^  volunteered  to  go  in,  in  the  Wilder- 
ness^ Acting  Master  Henry  Arey  in  command,  and  tow  the  Louisiana 
into  position,  having  assisted  in  the  gale  in  taking  care  of  the  Louisiana 
after  she  and  the  Nansemond  (the  vessel  having  her  in  tow)  had  lost  all 
their  anchors. 

At  10:30  p.  m.  the  powder  vessel  started  in  toward  the  bar,  and  was 
'  towed  by  the  Wilderness  until  the  embrasures  of  Fort  Fisher  were 
plainly  in  sight.  The  Wilderness  then  cast  off  and  the  Louisiana  pro- 
ceeded under  steam  until  within  200  yards  from  the  beach  and  about 
400  from  the  fort. 

Oommander  Khind  anchored  her  securely  there,  and  coolly  went  to 
work  to  make  all  his  arrangements  to  blow  her  up.  This  he  was  enabled 
to  do  owing  to  a  blockade  runner  going  in  right  ahead  of  him,  the  forts 
making  the  blockade  runner  signals,  which  they  also  did  to  the 
Louisiana. 

The  gallant  party,  after  coolly  making  all  their  arrangements  for  the 
explosion,  left  the  vessel,  the  last  thing  they  did  being  to  set  her  on  fire 
under  the  cabin.  Then  taking  to  their  boats,  they  made  their  escape 
off  to  the  Wildemessj  lying  close  by.  The  Wilderness  then  put  offshore 
with  good  speed,  to  avoid  any  ill  effects  that  might  happen  from  the 
explosion.  At  1 :  45  of  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  explosion  took  place, 
and  the  shock  was  nothing  like  so  severe  as  was  exi>ected.  It  shook 
the  vessels  some,  and  broke  one  or  two  glasses,  but  nothing  more. 

At  daylight  of  the  24th  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  in  in  line 
of  battle.  At  11 :30  a.  m.  the  signal  was  made  to  engage  the  forts,  the 
Ironsides  leading,  and  the  Monadnock,  Canonicus^  and  Mahopac  follow- 
ing. The  Ironsides  took  her  position  in  the  most  beautiful  and  seaman- 
like manner,  got  her  spring  out,  and  opened  deliberate  fire  on  the  fort, 
which  was  firing  at  her  with  all  its  guns,  which  did  not  seem  numerons 
in  the  N.  B.  face,  though  we  counted  what  appeared  to  be  17  guns;  but 
4  or  5  of  these  were  fired  firom  that  direction,  and  they  were  silenced 
almost  as  soon  as  the  Ironsides  opened  her  terrific  battery.  The  Min- 
nesota then  took  her  position  in  handsome  style,  and  her  guns  after 
getting  the  range  were  fired  with  rapidity,  while  the  Mohican^  Colorado^ 
and  the  large  vessels  marked  on  the  plan  got  to  their  stations,  all 
firing  to  cover  themselves  wbUe  anchoring.  By  the  time  the  last  of  the 
large  vessels  anchored  and  got  their  batteries  into  play  but  one  or  two 
guns  of  the  enemy  were  fired,  this  feu  d^enfer  driving  them  all  to  their 
bombproofs,  the  small  gunboats — Kansas^  Unadilla^  Peqvotj  Seneca, 
Pontoosuc^  Yantic^  and  Huron — taking  a  i)osition  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  of  the  monitors  and  enfilading  the  works. 

The  Shenandoah^  Ticonderoga^  Mackinaw ^  Ta^sontfj  [and]  Yanderbilt  took 
effective  positions,  as  marked  on  the  chart,  and  added  their  fire  to  that 
already  begun. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Fort  Ja^ekson^  OsceoUij  Chippeica^  Sassacu^^ 
Rhode  Islandj  Monticello,  Quaker  City^  and  Iosco  dropped  into  position, 
according  to  order,  and  the  battle  became  general. 
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In  one  hoar  and  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  shot  was  fired  not  a 
shot  came  finom  the  fort;  two  magazines  ha<l  been  blown  up  by  our 
shells  and  the  fort  set  on  fire  in  several  places,  aud  such  a  torrent  of 
missiles  were  falling  into  and  bursting:  over  it  that  it  was  impossible 
for  anything  human  to  stand  it.  Finding  that  the  batteries  were 
silenced  completely,  I  directed  the  ships  to  keep  up  a  moderate  fire  in 
hopes  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  transports  and  bringing  them 
in.  At  sunset  General  Butler  came  in  in  his  flagship  with  a  few  trans- 
ports, the  rest  not  having  arrived  from  Beaufort. 

Being  too  late  to  do  anything  more,  I  signaled  the  fieet  to  retire  for 
the  night  to  a  safe  anchorage,  which  they  did  without  being  molested 
by  the  enemy. 

'There  were  some  mistakes  made  this  day  when  the  vessels  went  in  to 
take  position.  My  plan  of  battle  being  based  on  accurate  calculations, 
and  made  from  information  to  be  relied  on,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
each  commander,  and  it  seemed  imi)ossible  to  go  astray  if  it  was  strictly 
followed.  I  required  those  vessels  that  had  not  followed  it  closely  to 
get  underway  aud  assume  their  pro|>er  position,  which  was  done 
promptly  and  without  confusion.  The  vessels  were  placed  somewhat 
nearer  to  the  works,  and  were  able  to  throw  in  their  riiell,  which  were 
before  falling  into  the  water. 

One  or  two  leading  vessels  having  made  the  mistake  of  anchoring 
too  far  off,  caused  those  coming  after  them  to  commit  a  like  error,  but 
when  tbey  all  got  into  place  and  commenced  work  in  earnest  the 
shower  of  shell  (115  per  minute)  was  irresistible. 

So  quickly  were  the  enemy's  guns  silenced  that  not  an  officer  or  man 
was  injured.  I  regret,  however,  to  have  to  reiK>rt  some  severe  easual- 
ties  by  the  bursting  of  10(i-iM>under  Tarrott  cannon.  One  burst  on 
board  the  TicoMd^roga^  killing  t»  of  the  crew  and  wounding  7  others; 
another  burst  on  boanl  the  Yantic,  killing  1  ofiic*er  aud  i*  men;  another 
on  the  Jmniata^  killing  2  oflicers  and  wounding  and  killing  10  others; 
another  on  the  Mackinnv.  killing  1  oflicer  and  wounding  5  others  (men); 
another  on  the  f/makfr  Ci7y,  wounding.  I  believe,  i*  or  3:  another  on  the 
Sm*qmtkaHHa^  killing  and  wounding  7.  I  think.* 

The  bursting  of  the  guns  (six  in  all)  much  disooncerte<l  the  crews  of 
the  vessels  where  the  accidents  happened,  and  gave  one  and  all  a  great 
distrust  of  the  Tarrott  lOU-pounders.  and  (as  snbse^juent  events  proved) 
they  were  unfit  for  service,  and  calculated  to  kill  more  of  our  men  than 
those  of  the  enemy.  Some  of  the  ve^^sels  were  struck  once  or  twicei 
The  MaHinaw  had  her  boiler  perforated  with  a  shell  and  lU  or  12  per- 
sons were  b;4dly  S(*alded. 

The  ihtcft»la  was  struck  with  a  shell  near  her  magazine,  and  was  at  one 
time  in  a  sinking  condition,  but  her  eflScient  commander  stopped  up  the 
leak,  while  the  .1/fi(*i-tii4f»r  fought  out  the  battle,  notwithstanding  the 
damage  she  received.  The  VuiihV  was  the  only  vessel  that  left  the  line 
to  re|¥>rt  dama^res.  Commander  «lohn  iruest,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
lincshowetl  his  usual  intelligence  in  selec*tiug  his  position  and  directing 
his  fire.  Twice  his  guns  cut  down  the  flagstaff  on  the  Mound  battery, 
and  he  silenced  the  gwis  then  in  a  veiy  short  tame,  the  KeifMUme 
State  and  Qmnker  CiigmmufKm*  ^albeliveb'*  Lieatenant-ComDUUider 
J.  L.  DaviSi  wMi  *  *  Us  resael  ^the  Sa$$aeM$) 

into  cloee  meM  mting  the  works,  and  the 

Samii00^ «  i  Dottlkms  as  they  eonld 

get  i*  r  Haea.  and  throwing 
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I)ositioii  while  under  lire  by  the  Brooklyn  aud  Colorado  was  a  beautilul 
8i»:bt,  and  when  they  got  into  place  both  ships  delivered  a  fire  that 
nothing  could  withstand. 

The  Brooklyn  well  sustained  her  proud  name  under  her  present  coui- 
niander,  Captain  James  Alden,  and  the  Colorado  gave  evidence  that 
her  commander,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  fully  understood  the  duties 
of  his  position.  Tlie  ^UHquehanna  was  most  effective  in  her  lire,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  right  position,  though  much 
bothered  by  a  vessel  near  her  that  had  not  found  her  right  phice. 

The  Mohican  went  into  battle  gallantly,  and  fired  rapidly  and  with 
effe(*t,  and  when  the  Powhatan^  Ticomleroga^  and  Shenandoah  got  into 
tlieir  positions  they  did  good  service.  Tlie  PowJiatan  fell  handsomely 
into  line  and  did  good  service  with  the  rest,  and  the  Vanderbilt  took 
l)08ition  near  the  j}finnef(ota  and  threw  in  a  splendid  fire.  The  firing  of 
the  monitors  was  excellent,  and  when  their  shells  struck  great  damage 
was  done,  and  the  little  gunboats  that  covered  them  kept  u])  a  iire 
sufficient  to  disconcert  tlie  enemy's  aim. 

The  rebels  fired  no  more  after  the  vessels  all  opened  on  them,  except- 
ing a  tew  shots  from  the  Mound  and  upper  batteries,  which  tln^  Tosco 
and  consorts  soon  silenced. 

Our  men  were  at  work  at  the  guns  five  hours,  and  glad  to  get  a  little 
rest.  They  came  out  of  action  with  rather  a  contempt  for  rebel  bat- 
teries and  anxious  to  renew  the  battle  in  the  morning.  On  the  lioth 
(Christmas)  all  the  transports  had  arrived,  and  General  Butler  sent 
General  Weitzel  to  see  me  and  arrange  the  programme  for  the  day. 

It  was  decided  that  we  should  attack  the  forts  again  while  the  army 
landed  and  assaulted  them,  if  possible,  under  our  heavy  fire. 

I  sent  17  gunboats  under  command  of  Captain  O.  S.  Ghsson  to  (jover 
the  troops  and  assist  with  their  boats  in  landing  the  soldiers.  Finding 
the  smaller  vessels  kept  too  far  from  the  beach,  which  was  quite  bold, 
I  sent  in  the  Brooklyn  to  set  them  an  exami)le,  which  that  vessel  did, 
relying,  as  every  commander  should,  on  the  information  1  gave  him  in 
relation  to  the  soundings.  To  this  number  was  added  all  the  small 
vessels  that  were  covering  the  coast  along,  and  finally  1  sent  so.ne 
eight  or  nine  vessels  that  were  acting  under  i.'ommander  Guest  in 
endeavoring  to  find  a  way  across  the  bar.  This  gave  a  hnndnd  small 
boats  to  land  the  troops  with  besides  those  the  army  were  already 
provided  with — about  twenty  more.  At  7  a,  m.  on  the  2r>th  I  made 
signal  to  get  underway  and  form  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  <|uickly 
done,  the  order  to  attack  was  given,  and  the  honsides  took  position  in 
her  usual  handsome  style,  the  monitors  following  close  after  her.  All 
the  vessels  followed  according  to  order,  and  took  position  without  a 
shot  being  lired  at  them,  excepting  a  few  shots  fired  at  the  four  last 
vessels  that  got  into  line.  The  firing  this  day  w«s  slow,  only  snfticient 
to  amuse  the  enemy  while  the  aimy  landed,  which  they  were  doing  o 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  fieet. 

1  suppose  about  3,()()()  men  had  landed  when  1  was  notified  they  were 
reeinbarking.  1  could  see  our  soldiers  near  the  forts  reconnoitering 
and  sharpshooting,  and  was  in  hopes  an  assault  was  deemed  practical. 

General  Weitzel  in  person  was  making  observations  about  G(K)  yards 
off,  and  the  troops  were  in  and  around  the  works. 

One  gallant  oflicer,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  went  on  the  ])arapet 
and  brought  away  the  rebel  tlag  we  had  knocked  down.  A  soldier 
went  into  the  works  and  led  out  a  horse,  killing  the  orderly  mounted 
on  him  and  taking  his  disi)at(!hes  from  the  body.  Another  soldier  fired 
his  musket  into  the  bombproof  among  the  rebels,  aud  eight  or  te\vviU3kft.\% 
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who  had  ventured  near  the  forts  were  wounded  by  our  shells.  As  the 
ammunition  gave  out  the  vessels  retired  from  action,  and  the  ironclads 
and  Minnesota,  Colorado,  and  Smqmhanna  were  ordered  to  open 
rapidly,  which  they  did  with  such  effect  that  it  seemed  to  tear  the 
works  to  pieces.  We  drew  oft*  at  sunset,  leaving  the  ironclads  to  tire 
through  the  night,  expecting  the  troops  would  attack  in  the  morning, 
when  we  would  commence  again. 

I  received  word  from  (General  Weitzel  informing  me  that  it  was 
impractical  to  assault,  and  herewith  inclose  a  letter  *  from  General 
Butler  assigning  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  troops.  I  also  enclose 
my  answer.t 

In  the  bombardment  of  the  25th  the  men  were  engaged  firing  slowly 
for  seven  hours.  The  rebels  kept  a  couple  of  guns  on  the  upper  bat- 
teries firing  on  the  vessels,  hitting  some  of  them  several  times  without 
doing  much  damage.  The  Wabash  and  Powhatan  being  within  their 
range,  the  object  seemed  mainly  to  disable  them,  but  a  rapid  fire  soon 
closed  them  up.  Everything  was  coolly  and  systematically  done 
throughout  the  day,  and  I  witnessed  some  beautiful  practice. 

The  army  commenced  landing  about  2  o^clock,  Cai)t^in  (tHssou,  in 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  having  shelled  Flag  Pond  battery  to  insure  a 
safe  landing,  and  they  commenced  to  reembark  about  5  o^clock,  the 
weather  coming  on  thick  and  rainy.  About  a  brigade  was  left  on  the 
beach  during  the  night,  covered  by  the  gunboats.  As  our  troops 
landed  Go  rebel  soldiers  hoisted  the  white  fiag  and  delivered  themselves 
up  and  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  seamen  landing  the  troops  and  con- 
veyed to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Two  hundred  and  eighteen  more  gave 
themselves  up  to  the  reconnoitering  party,  all  being  desirous  to  quit 
the  war. 

1  don't  pretend  to  put  my  opinion  in  opposition  to  General  Weitzel, 
who  is  a  thorough  soldier  and  an  abh*  engineer,  and  whose  business  it 
is  to  know  more  of  assaulting  than  I  do,  but  I  can't  help  thinking  that 
it  was  worth  while  to  make  the  attempt  after  coming  so  far. 

About  12  o'clock  I  sent  in  a  detachment  of  doubleenders,  under 
Commander  John  Guest,  to  nee  if  I  could  effect  an  entrance  through 
the  channel.  The  great  number  of  wrecks  in  and  about  the  bar  has 
changed  the  whole  formation,  and  where  the  original  channel  was  we 
found  a  shallow  bar. 

I  sent  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Gushing  in  to  sound  and  buoy  out  a  chan- 
nel, if  he  could  find  one,  with  orders  to  Commander  Guest  to  drag  for 
torpedoes  and  be  ready  to  run  in  by  the  buoys  when  ordered. 

The  examinatio!!  was  not  at  all  satisfactory.  A  very  narrow  and 
crooked  channel  was  partly  made  out  and  buoyed,  but  running  so  close 
to  the  upper  forts  that  boats  could  not  work  there. 

Lieutenant  Gushing  went  in  in  his  boat  as  far  as  Zeek's  Island,  but  his 
researches  would  not  justify  my  attemi)ting  the  passage  with  six  double- 
enders, some  of  which  had  burst  their  ritied  Parrott  guns  and  injured 
many  of  their  men. 

As  it  was  getting  late  and  the  troops  were  making  slow  progress  in 
landing,  1  withdrew  the  vessels  and  boats  that  were  searching  for  the 
channel  and  sent  them  to  help  land  the  troops;  otherwise  we  might 
have  succeeded  in  buoying  it  out,  though  it  was  a  difficult  thing  for 
the  boats  to  work  under  the  fire  of  the  upper  batteries. 

One  boat  belonging  to  the  Ta<!ony  was  sunk  by  a  shell,  and  a  man 
had  his  leg  cut  off.  Still  they  stuck  to  their  work  until  ordered  to 
withdraw  for  other  duty. 

*  See  p.  250.  \  ^©e>  v.  2b'i. 
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In  oonclnsion^  allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  conduct  of 
Commander  Bhind  and  Lieutenant  Preston.  They  engaged  in  the  most 
perilous  adventure  that  was  perhaps  ever  undertaken,  and  though  no 
material  results  have  taken  place  from  the  efifects  of  the  explosion  that 
we  know  of,  still  it  was  not  their  fault.  As  an  incentive  to  others,  1 
beg  leave  to  recommend  them  for  promotion ;  also  that  of  Lieutenant 
K.  H.  Lamsou,  who  piloted  them  in  and  brought  them  off.  No  one  in 
the  squadron  considered  that  their  lives  would  be  saved,  and  Captain 
Hhind  and  Lieutenant  Preston  had  made  an  arrangement  to  sacrifice 
themselves  in  case  the  vessel  was  boarded,  a  thing  likely  to  happeii. 

I^enclose  herewith  report*  of  Commander  Rhind,  with  the  names  of 
the* gallant  fellows  who  volunteered  for  this  desi)erate  service.  Allow 
me  to  mention  also  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
who  went  in  and  sounded  out  tlie  place  where  the  Louisiana  went  in, 
and  has  always  ]:)atiently  performed  every  duty  he  has  been  called  on 
to  carry  out. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B.  Breese,  fleet 
captain,  for  carrying  about  my  orders  to  the  fleet  during  the  action  and 
for  Ills  general  usefulness;  to  Lieutenant  Commander  H.  A.  Adams, 
for  his  promptness  in  supplying  the  fleet  with  ammunition;  Lieutenant 
M.  W.  Sanders,  signal  ofticer,  whose  whole  time  was  occupied  in  making 
signals,  performed  his  duty  well,  and  my  aids,  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Terry 
and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  afforded  me  valuable  assistance. 

1  have  not  yet  received  a  list  of  the  casualties,  but  believe  they  are 
very  few  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

We  had  killed  and  wounded  about  45  persons  by  the  bursting  of  the 
Parrott  guns. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  no  more  be  introduced  into  the  service. 
There  is  only  one  kind  of  firing  at  close  quarters  that  is  effective,  and 
that  is  from  the  IX,  X,  and  XI  inch  guns;  they  can  not  be  equaled. 

Until  further  orders  I  shall  go  on  and  hammer  away  at  the  forts, 
hoping  that  in  time  the  peoi)Ie  in  them  will  get  tirexl  and  hand  them  over 
to  us.  It  is  a  one-sided  business  altogether,  and  in  the  course  of  time 
we  must  dismount  their  guns,  if,  as  General  Weitzel  says,  we  can  not 
**injure  it  as  a  defensive  work."  The  (lovernment  may  also  think  it  of 
sufficient  importance  to  under^take  more  serious  operations  against 
these  works.  An  army  of  a  few  thousand  men  investing  it  would  soon 
get  into  it  with  the  aid  of  the  navy.  When  smooth  water  permits  I 
will  go  to  work  looking  for  a  channel  over  the  bar,  which  has  not  yet 
been  found  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  must  not  omit  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  moni- 
tors, riding  out  heavy  gales  on  an  open  coast  without  nmrmuring  or 
complaining  of  the  want  of  comfort,  which  must  have  been  very  serious. 
They  have  shown  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  i)erseverance  seldom  wit 
nessed.  Equally  brave  in  battle,  they  take  the  closest  work  with 
pleasure,  and  the  effect  of  their  shells  is  terrific.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  commanders,  and  I  hope  I  shall  ever  keep  them  under  my 
command: 

Commander  B.  G.  Parrott,  commanding  Monadnock. 

Commander  E.  E.  Colhoun,  commanding  Saugm. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap,  commanding  Canonicus, 

Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Potter,  commanding  Mahopac. 

There  are  about  1,000  men  left  on  shore  by  the  army  who  have  not 

•  See  p.  280. 
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been  gotten  oft*  yet  on  acconnt  of  the  aurf  on  the  beach;  these  will  be 
gotten  oft'  in  the  morning  and  the  Roldiers  will  then  be  sent  home. 
T  enclose  general  order  for  the  sittack. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedii»nt  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

liear- Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^thington,  />.  C. 


(Teles  ram.  I 


Fortress  Monroe,  Va., 

December  J27,  lS()4—9:20  p,  m. 

The  powder  ship  was  exploded  witliin  300  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  at 
about  2  a.  in.  on  the  24th  instant.  Later  in  the  day  Ad  mi  ml  Porter 
attacked  the  fort  and  ivdjacent  defenses,  and  renewed  the  bombardment 
on  Christmas  day.  On  each  occasion  we  drove  the  rebels  from  their 
guns  to  the  shelter  of  the  bombproofs,  so  as  to  eftectually  silence  their 
tire. 

Ill  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  frigates  and  heavy  sloops  got  into 
X)osition  a  detachment  of  troops  landed  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

Skirmishers  pushed  up  gallantly  to  the  fort  under  cover  of  our  fire. 
Some  of  the  more  daring  a(;tually  entered  the  works  and  brought  off 
tlie  flag.  Troops  have  reembarked.  Bombardment  by  the  fort  cx>n' 
tinues.  The  Santia^jo  (fe  Cuba  brings  north  Company  A  of  the  Forty- 
second  North  Carolina,  captured  in  an  earthwork  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher  by  boats  from  the  fleet.  Left  Wilmington  yesterday.  WUl 
reach  Washington  with  Admiral  Porter's  dispatches  to-morrow. 

S.  W.  PUESTON, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy, 


lAeutenanty  U,  S.  Navy. 


(Telejrrain.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  December  27^  1864. 

( Received  December  28,  1864.) 

Just  arrived  here  on  the  Santia<fo  de  Cuba  from  oft*  Wilmington. 
Attack  on  Fort  Fisher  commenced  \2  noon,  Saturday,  24th,  eontinning 
till  night.  Resumed  Sunday  and  kept  up  with  great  vigor  throughout 
the  day.  Fort  much  damaged,  all  barracks  and  storehouses  burned, 
garrison  driven  to  bombpn)ols,  scarcely  venturing  to  rei)ly.  Small  por- 
tion troops  landed  Sunday  afternoon.  Skirmishers  with  great  gal- 
lantry pushed  up  to  the  fort  and  actually  penetrated  works,  killed  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  whilst  ent(»ring  the  fort,  and  Lieutenant  Widler 
[WallingJ  of  One  hundred  and  forty-second  >Jew  York  Regriment,  cap- 
tured rebel  flag  from  the  outer  bastion.  Troops  also  captured  a  whole 
battalion  rebel  troops  outside  the  works,  but  our  troops  were  withdrawn 
and  ordered  to  reembark. 

On  Sunday  three  boats'  crews  sent  by  Captain  Glisson  captored 
Eleventh  [Flagj  Pond  Ilill  battery  with  05  men,  who  are  now  on  board 
^Santiago. 
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The  |>owder  boat  ezplosiou  \va8  succesHtuUy  ina<ie;  i*e8ult  not  nnver- 
tainod,  bat  thought  to  have  done  soino  damage. 

A.  FULI'ON. 

If  api)roved  please  let  this  go  to  Baltimore  American. 

F. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Xary. 


B«port  of  Baar-Admiral  Portsr,  V.  8.  Nayy,  eorreetiDg  itatement  regarding  bunting  of  a  gun 

on  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Sufquebanna. 

North  Atlantk^  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  off'  Xew  Inlet,  December  :/"<,  lSt;f. 
Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  2Gth  instant  I  stated  that  a  lOO-poundcr 
had  burst  on  board  tlie  Susquehanna,    This  was  a  mistake,  wliidi  I  n<»w 
write  to  correct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Poktkr, 

J{ear-A<hniral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Sacy, 


Report  of  Rear-AdJBiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  deploring  the  course  of  the  army  in  not  taking 

Vouetsion  of  the  forts. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malrern,  of  Xeir  Inlet,  heennher  '37,  IsfU, 

Sir:  My  dispatch  of  yesterday  will  ^ive  you  an  a<count  of  tmr  oper- 
ations, but  will  scarcely  give  you  an  idea  of  my  disjippointinent  at  the 
conduct  of  the  army  authorities  in  not  attempting  to  take  ])<)ssessi<)n 
of  the  forts,  whieh  had  been  so  complitely  silenced  l)y  our  guns;  they 
weie  so  blown  up,  burst  up,  and  torn  up  that  the  peoi)le  inside  had  no 
intention  of  fightin^r  any  longer.  Had  the  army  made  a  show  of  sur- 
rounding it,  it  would  have  been  ours,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  done. 
The  men  landed,  reconnoitere^l,  and  liearing  that  the  enemy  were  mass- 
ing troops  somewhere,  the  order  was  given  to  reembark. 

They  went  away  as  soon  as  the  majority  of  the  troops  were  on  the 
transi>orts,  and  it  coming  on  to  blow  rather  fresh,  about  Too  were  left 
on  shore:  they  have  been  there  ever  since  without  food  or  water,  hav- 
ing lauded  with  only  twenty-four  hours'  rations.  1  opened  communica 
tion  with  them  this  morning,  and  supplied  them  with  provisions. 

To  show  that  the  rebels  have  no  force  here,  these  men  have  been  on 
shore  two  days  without  being  molested.  I  am  now  getting  them  olf, 
and  it  has  taken  half  the  stjuadron  (with  the  loss  of  many  boats  in  the 
surf)  to  assist. 

1  can't  conceive  what  the  army  expected  when  they  came  here;  it 
certainly  did  not  need  7,000  to  garrison  Fort  Fisher;  it  only  required 
1,000  to  garrison  all  these  forts,  which  are  entirely  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  Fisher:  that  taken,  the  river  is  open.  Could  I  have  found  a 
channel  to  be  relied  on  in  time,  I  wouM  have  i)ut  the  small  vessels  in, 
even  if  I  had  got  a  dozen  of  them  sunk,  but  the  channel  we  did  tind 
was  only  wide  enough  for  one  vessel,  turned  at  right  angles,  and  we 
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were  uot  certain  of  the  soundings.  There  never  was  a  fort  that  inviteil 
soldiers  to  walk  in  and  take  possession  more  plainly  than  Fort  Fisher, 
and  an  officer  got  on  the  parai>et  even,  saw  no  one  inside,  and  brought 
away  the  flag  we  had  cut  down. 

A  soldier  goes  inside  through  the  sally  port,  meets  in  the  fort,  coming 
out  of  a  bomb  proof,  an  orderly  on  horseback;  slioots  the  orderly, 
searches  his  Innly,  and  brings  away  with  him  the  horse  and  communi 
cation  the  orderly  was  bearing,  to  send  up  tield  pieces. 

Another  soldier  goes  in  the  fort  and  brings  out  a  mule  that  was 
stowed  away;  and  another  soldier,  who  went  inside  while  our  shells 
were  falling,  shot  his  musket  into  a  bombproof,  where  he  saw  some 
rebels  assembled  together;  he  was  not  molested.  Ten  soldiers  who 
went  around  the  fort  were  wounded  by  our  shells.  All  the  men  wanted 
was  the  order  to  go  in,  but  because  every  gun  was  not  dismounted  by 
our  fire,  it  was  thought  that  the  fort  was  not  injured  as  a  defensive 
work,  and  that  it  would  be  to  lose  men  to  attack  it.  it  was  considere<l 
rash  to  attack  the  works  with  wooden  ships,  and  even  the  officers  who 
have  been  on  the  bar  for  a  long  time  (and  witnessed  the  imilding  of 
the  works)  thought  that  half  of  the  ships  would  be  destroyed,  and  it 
was  said  that  the  only  hope  we  could  have  of  silencing  the  batteries 
was  in  case  the  i>owder  vessel  did  the  damage  ex|>e<*te<l.  We  silenced 
the  guns  in  one  hour's  time,  knocked  the  fort  all  to  piei^es  inside  and 
out,  and  had  not  one  man  killed  (that  L  have  heard  of),  excei>t  by  the 
bursting  of  our  own  guns,  in  the  entire  fleet. 

We  have  shown  the  weakness  of  this  work.     It  can  be  taken  at  any 
moment;  in  one  hour's  time,  if  the  right  man  is  sent  with  the  troops. 
They  should  be  sent  here  to  stay,  land  with  a  month's  provisions, 
intrenching  tools,  guns,  and  Coehom  mortars.    Ten  thousand  men  will 
hold  the  whole  country.    The  rebels  have  been  able  to  send  here,  all 
told,  about  4,000  men;  75  of  them  that  were  sent  tn  observe  us  gave 
themselves  up  to  the  Navy.    Two  hundred  and  eighteen  men,  sent  on 
the  same  duty,  g:ive  themselves  up  to  our  reconiioitering  party,  and 
this  would  have  been  the  case  all  the  way  tlirough.*     •••••• 

I  know  what  they  would  do,  and  I  shall  send  and  ask  him  to  let  some 
of  his  troops  come  and  locate  themselves  in  Fort  Fisher.  If  I  can't  do 
better,  I  will  land  the  sailors  and  try  if  we  can't  have  full  credit  for 
what  we  do. 

I  trust,  sir,  you  will  not  think  of  stopping  at  this,  nor  of  relaxing 
your  endeavors  to  obtain  the  right  kind  of  troops  for  the  business,  the 
right  number,  and  the  proi>er  means  of  taking  the  place,  even  if  we  fail 
in  our  assault. 

Every  attack  we  make  we  will  improve  in  firing,  and  if  the  weather 
would  permit  I  could  level  the  works  in  a  week's  firing,  strong?  as  they 
are,  but  there  is  only  one  day  in  six  that  a  vessel  can  anchor  so  close. 
We  had  a  most  beautiful  time,  and  the  weather  for  the  attack  was  just 
what  we  wanted. 

If  General  Hancock,  with  10,000  men,  was  sent  down  here,  we  i*onld 
walk  right  into  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resjiectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant. 

David  I>.  Porter, 

RtarAdmiraL 

Htm.  GtDEON  Welles. 

ikvretary  of  tk€  Xacif,  Wa^hiniftoH^  IK  C\ 

*  Matter  ouiined  ermsod  in  the  original.— Complljkks. 
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Sttport  of  Sear-Admin  1  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  e£fooU  of  the  exploeloii. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U,  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  offNeic  Inlet,  December  ^8, 1864, 
Sir:  lam  enabled,  from  information  gained  from  prisoners,  to  tell 
you  what  effect  the  explosion  had  on  the  rebels  in  and  about  Fort  Fisher. 
It  was  entirely  unexpected,  and  the  troops  were  mostly  asleep  at  the 
time.  It  created  a  perfect  panic,  stunned  and  disabled  the  men,  so 
that  they  refused  to  fight,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  their  offi- 
cers; and  the  severe  bombardment  that  followed  so  completely  demor- 
alized them  that  200  men  could  have  gone  in  and  tiiken  possession  of 
the  works. 

No  injury  was  done  to  the  forts  that  I  can  hear  of,  nor  were  any  of 
the  wooden  huts,  about  a  half  mile  off',  thrown  down;  but  on  looking 
at  the  massive  structures  built  of  sandbags,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  move  them  by  such  a  process.  That  can  only  be  done  by  continued 
hammering  with  shot  and  shell. 

As  far  as  this  squa<lron  is  concerned,  the  forts  can  be  silenced  at  any 
moment,  and  taken  possession  of  by  a  well  organized  land  force. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingUyn,  D.  C. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  deplorixig  the  delayed  occapation  of  Fort  Fiiher. 

Confidential. J         North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  K.  C,  December  29,  1864, 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  27th  it  has  been  blowing  and 
raining  incessantly,  with  a  heavy  sea  running,  ])recluding  the  possibility 
of  doing  anything  in  the  way  of  offensive  operations,  and  my  time  and 
that  of  half  the  squadron  has  been  taken  up  in  getting  from  shore  the 
troops  General  Butler  left  there. 

Finding  that  the  enemy  was  not  repairing  his  works,  and  was  dis- 
mounting the  guns  in  Fort  Fislier,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
doiug  what  I  feared  he  would  do,  evacuate  the  present  works  and 
build  others  up  the  river  out  of  reach  of  our  guns,  and  where  he  knows 
no  vessel  of  ours  can  get  at  him ;  still,  it  will  take  him  a  month  to  do  it, 
and  I  thought  by  that  time  we  could  get  troops  to  help  carry  on  the 
0])erations. 

1  thought  it  best  under  the  circumstances  to  let  the  enemy  think  we 
had  abandoned  the  expedition  entirely,- and  sent  the  fleet  to  a  rendez- 
vous off  Beaufort,  one  or  two  at  a  time,  to  look  as  if  they  were  crippled. 

I  shall  know  in  a  day  or  two  whether  the  move  will  have  its  effect. 
Fort  Fisher  is  ours  at  any  moment  when  we  can  get  a  moderate  and 
proper  kind  of  force  to  go  into  the  works  when  we  silence  them;  they 
may  get  100  guns  more  in  position  and  it  will  make  no  difference. 

They  are  evidently  impressed  with  their  weakness,  and  will  no  doubt 
try  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  works.  At  no  time  did  I  permit  the 
vessels  to  open  on  them  with  all  their  batteries,  limiting  some  of  them 
to  about  two  shots  a  minute,  and  permitting  the  large  vessels  to  fight 
only  one  division  of  guns  at  a  time;  the  army  officers  thought  that  was 
the  heaviest  fire  they  had  ever  conceived  of.    And  now,  sir,  I  beg  that 
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you  will  allow  me  to  work  this  tbiii^  out  and  leave  notliing  uudoiio  to 
take  the  place.  Could  I  depend  on  the  sailors  for  landing  I  would  ask 
DO  army  force,  but  a  large  portion  of  the  crewsare  new  in  the  service, 
have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  musket  or  drill,  and  I  intend  to  make 
no  mistakes  if  I  can  avoid  it.  A  repulse  is  always  demoralizing,  ami 
sailors  can  not  stand  the  concentrated  fire  of  regular  troops.  I  have  a 
plan,  though,  by  which  I  could  attempt  to  throw  sailors  into  the  works, 
provided  they  are  not  evacuated  and  the  guns  transferred  to  a  highei 
point  on  the  river,  for  Fort  Fisher  can't  be  held  half  an  hour  against 
the  attack  of  the  navy  and  land  forces  at  the  same  time.  When  I 
started  on  this  expedition,  you  may  remember,  I  said  how  the  place 
could  be  taken,  viz,  with  the  navy  attacking  it  by  water  and  12,000 
troops  properly  provided  to  work  on  the  land.  Well,  sir,  it  could  have 
been  taken  on  Christmas  with  500  men,  without  losing  a  soldier;  there 
were  not  20  [sic]  men  in  the  forts,  and  those  were  poor,  miserable, 
panic-stricken  people,  cowering  there  with  fear,  while  one  or  two  des- 
perate men  in  one  of  the  upper  casemates  some  distance  above  Fort 
Fisher  managed  to  fiie  one  gun,  that  seldom  hit  anyone. 

I  feel  ashamed  that  men  calling  themselves  soldiers  should  have  left 
this  place  so  ingloriously:  it  was,  however,  nothing  more  than  I 
expected  when  General  Hutler  mixed  himself  up  in  this  expedition, 
t*tarting  his  troops  out  from  Hampton  Hoads  with  only  a  few  days'  pro- 
visions, and  without  water,  trusting  to  the  steamers  to  make  it,  which 
they  could  not  do.  The  transports  were  so  frail  that  they  should  never 
have  left  Hampton  Roads;  the  result  was,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
action  the  troops  were  all  in  Beaufort.  He  had  time  then  to  get  enough 
of  them  to  New  Inlet;  he  and  three  transports  arrived  on  the  first  day 
while  we  were  firing,  when  the  beach  was  smooth,  and  having  2,000 
men  on  the  ground,  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  land  and  take  iKissession 
of  the  ])anic-stricken  garrison.  Almost  every  man  in  the  work  was 
stunned  by  the  ex|)lo8ion  and  unfit  for  duty;  this  we  heard  from  the 
prisoners. 

It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  be  impatient  under  thesedisappointments ; 
the  Navy  will  have  to  meet  them  throughout  a  war  like  this,  where  so 
many  incompetent  men  in  the  Army  are  placed  in  charge  of  important 
trusts,  (ieneral  Butler  only  came  here  to  reap  the  creclit  of  this  att'air, 
su])i)osing  that  the  explosion  would  sweep  the  works  otl  from  the  t'atie 
of  the  earth.  Had  he  supposed  in  the  first  instance  that  there  would 
have  been  difllculties  he  would  never  have  joined  the  expedition. 

General  Weitzel  went  on  shore,  determined  wiiat  the  report  of  the 
defenses  would  be,  for  General  Butler  had  made  an  opinion  for  him. 
The  Department,  sir,  has  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  share  the 
Navy  has  taken  in  tliis  att'air;  the  ships  did  their  work  so  beautifully 
that  you  will  hear  of  but  one  o|)inion  ex])ressed  by  lookers-on. 

It'  this  temporary  failure  succeeds  in  sending  (ieneral  Butler  into 
private  life,  it  is  not  to  be  regretted,  for  it  cost  only  a  certain  amount 
of  shells,  which  I  would  expend  in  a  mcmth's  target  |)ractice  anyhow. 

I  am  going  to  send  a  vessel  down  today  to  Genenil  Sherman,  an<l  I 
think  he  will  come  here  in  i)ers()n ;  it  is  his  shortest  route  to  Charleston 
to  take  Wilminjiton  first.  All  I  ask  of  you,  sir,  is  not  to  withdraw  ;» 
single  ship.  I  have  plenty,  it  is  true,  but  each  man  now  knows  exactly 
what  he  has  to  do,  and  they  are  in  the  mood  to  attack  anything.  I  am 
sure  that  Sherman  must  have  entered  Savannah  yesterday;  he  will 
want  but  10,000  troops  to  hold  it,  and  will  be  too  glad  to  join  me  here; 
then  you  will  see  how  this  ])rize  was  allowed  to  slip  through  our  fingers 
by  n  great  overcaution,  to  call  it  by  a  mild  name.  Again,  sir,  1  ask, 
pJease  dou^t  hreixk  up  the  ])resent  s(iuadrou  ot*  aUac\L  \i\\V\\  \  ^^^  Wi^VV 
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can't  y^et  into  Fort  Fisher,  aud  cousequeutly  get  couiuiand  of  tlie  river, 
which  is  at  this  moinent  the  most  important  thing  to  be  done.    The 
blockade  running  once  stopped,  and  the  Confederacy  can't  live  a  day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I),  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o/.  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C. 


Baport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Kayy,  giving  a  list  of  Teesela  and  their  commanding 
officers  that  participated  in  the  attack. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U,  8,  Flagship  Malvern^  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  3U  Wh'L 
8iB:  In  uiy  accounts  of  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
against  Fort  Fisher,  I  omitted  mentioning  the  names  of  the  commanders 
of  the  different  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two.  This  might 
look  like  an  invidious  distinction,  which  was  not  intended  by  any  means, 
and  though  the  name  of  each  commander  is  well  known  to  the  public  I 
desire  to  correct  the  omission,  that  history  may  give  credit  to  those 
engage*  '•  in  these  actions.  The  Ibllowing  are  the  names  of  all  the  vessels 
engaged  with  the  forts,  and  the  names  of  their  commanders.  Having 
so  well  performed  their  part  in  reducing  these  formidable  works  to  a 
condition  where  they  could  be  easily  taken  possession  of,  they  are  enti- 
tled to  all  the  credit  that  they  have  so  well  earned: 


Veeael. 

Commodore  Job.  Lanman. 

Vessel. 
Vanderbilt 

Commander. 

Minnesota 

Capt.  C.  W.  Pickering. 

Mohican 

Commander  D.  Ammen. 

Fort  Jackson  . . . 

Capt.  B.  F.  Sands. 

Colorado 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Santiago  de  Cuba 
Tacouy 

Capt.  O.  S.  Glisson. 

Lieut.     Commander     W.    T. 

TuHc^rora 

Comniaudrr  J.  M.  Frailey. 

Wabanlj 

Capt.  M.Smith. 

Truxtun. 

StiAqaeliauua 

Brooklvn 

Osceola 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz 

Coiiiinnnfler  James  Alden. 

Chipx>ewa 

Lieut.     C<»mmauder      A.     W. 

Powhatan 

Comimulore  J.  F.  Scheuck. 

Weaver. 

Juniata 

Cui.t.  W.K.Tavlor. 

Sassacus 

Lieut.  Commander  ,1.  L.  Davis. 

KanssA 

Lieui.  (Jommander  P.  G.  Wat 
moii<:h. 

Maratanza 

Lieut.    Commander     G.    W. 

Young. 

Vantic 

Lieut.  Cominaudi'r  T.  C  Hai 
rifl. 

1  Rhode  Island.... 
Mount  Vernon*. . 

Commander  S.  I).  Trenchanl. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  James 

Maumee ■  . . 

Lieut.  Commander  K.  Chan- 
dler. 

Britannia 

Tratheu. 

Acting   Volunteer    Lieut.    S. 

Mackinaw 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont. 

Huse. 

TicouderogR 

Capt.  C.  Stcedman. 

Quaker  City 

Iosco  

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer. 

Pawtuxet 

Commander  J.  IT.  Sjwtt.-*. 

Commander  John  Guest. 

Shenandoah  

Capt.I).  B.JRidj;elv. 

Huwquah 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  W. 

Seneca  

Lieut.  Commander  M.  Sicard. 

Balrh. 

New  IronnideH 

ComiiUMlore  Wni.  Kndford. 

Wilderness 

Acting  Ma.HUr  H.  A  rev. 

Monaduock 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott. 

Cherokee 

ActingMaster  W .  E.  Dennison. 

Cauouiciis 

Lieut.  Commander  George  E. 

A.D.Vance 

Lieut.      Commander      J.     fl. 

Kelknnp. 

Upshur. 

Mahopac. 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  E.  Pot 

j  Moccasin 

Acting  EuHign  .lames  lirown. 
Lieut.  K.  H  Lamson. 

ter. 

Gettysburg 

Saugnn  

(•ommander  E.  R.  Colhoun. 

Alabama 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Frank 

Nyuck 

Lieut.  Comniander  L.  H.  New- 

Smith. 

man. 

I  Keystone  State  . . 

Commander  If.  Rolando. 

Unadilla 

Lu'Ut.  Commander  F.  M.  Ram 

Nansemond 

Acting  Mu»tv.r  ,1.11.  Porter. 

.sav. 

Emma 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  C. 

Huron 

Lieut.  (Nmimawder  T.  0.  Self- 

Dunn. 

rid^je. 

Tristram  Shandy 

Acting    Ensign    IJ  ••  n  J  a  m  i  n 

Peqnot  

Lieut.     Counnunder      D.     L. 

Wood. 

Braine. 

•  Goyemor  Burk- 

Acting    Volunteer    Lieut.    J. 

Pontoosuc 

Lieut.    Commander   Wni.  G. 

1      ingham. 

MacDiarmid. 

Temple. 

LitteAda 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Craft.s. 

Nereus 

Commander  J.  C.  Ilowell. 

*  See  abstrac^t  log  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  p.  342. 
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not  in  the  first  day's  Aght,     She  arrived  fiou\  tt'A\u^\jo\i  \^^vi^>5»  'Ossft^ 
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morning  of  the  25tb,  just  in  time  to  take  ber  place  with  the  other 
monitors,  and  anchored  within  800  yards  of  Fort  Fisher;  th  'Ugh  there 
was  no  response  of  any  conse<|uence  from  the  fort,  she  did  good  servict* 
in  knocking  away  traverses,  etc.,  and  only  tired  slowly  until  the  army 
should  come  up.  At  no  time  during  this  day^s  work  did  any  vessel 
open  all  her  batteries;  the  order  was  to  '<  fight  only  one  division  of 
guns  from  each  vessel.''  Some  vessels  only  fired  one  shot  or  shell  i)er 
minute,  holding  on  for  the  moment  when  it  was  expected  the  troops 
would  approach  and  enter,  for  that  would  have  been  the  result  I  can 
not  conceal  my  dissatisfaction,  nor  can  the  ofiicers  under  my  command, 
at  the  turn  things  have  taken.  My  first  dispatch  to  the  Department  will 
show  you  how  sanguine  I  was  that  the  works  would  be  ours  before  sun- 
set if  the  troops  came  up.  1  snpiK)sed  that  tlic  assaulting  was  a  matter 
of  course,  knowing  that  as  soon  as  the  troops  landed  and  surrounded 
the  works  in  the  rear  the  white  Hag  would  be  hung  out.  But  reports 
of  large  armies  coming  up  to  the  relief  of  the  rebels  changed  all  the 
general's  plans,  if  he  ever  had  any.  To  shviw  how  absurd  such  appre- 
hensions were,  every  rebel  soldier  seen  gave  himself  up  the  moment 
our  troops  were  ashore,  when  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  own 
people;  this  would  have  been  tlie  case  all  the  way  through  had  the 
troops  all  landed. 

General  Butler  mentions  in  his  letter  to  me  that  he  had  captured 
Flag  Pond  battery  with  65  men,  and  Half  Moon  battery  with  218  men 
and  7  officers. 

This  is  making  capital  out  of  very  small  material.  Flag  Pond  bat- 
tery was  some  loose  sand  thrown  up,  behind  which  the  rebels  used  to 
lie  with  fieldpieces  and  fire  at  our  blockaders  when  they  chased  '*run 
ners"  inshore.  It  does  not  deserve  the  name  of  a  work ;  Co  or  70  rebels 
in  it  came  forward  and  delivered  themselves  up  to  the  navy  and  were 
taken  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  men  in  Half  Moon  battery 
(which  is  no  work  at  all,  and  exactly  like  the  other)  came  forward  and 
deliverecl  themselves  up  to  the  army;  they  could  easily  have  escaped 
had  they  desired  to  do  so.  There  were  no  guns  in  these  temi)orary 
works,  and  no  protection  in  the  rear.  The  country  will  scarcely  be 
cajoled,  as  it  has  been  a  hundred  times  dm  ing  this  war,  by  announcement 
of  captures  having  no  foundation  whatever.  I  am  not  very  particular,  I 
am  well  aware,  how  I  express  myself  in  these  cases.  I  have  always 
said  what  I  thought  since  the  first  day  I  took  up  arms  to  fight  this 
rebellion,  and  I  intend  to  do  so  (im]>olitic  though  it  may  be)  until  the 
war  is  over. 

I  intend  to  write  my  share  of  the  history  of  this  rebellion  ana  place 
it  on  record  where  future  historians  can  have  access  to  it.  1  have 
never  omitted  to  jdvc  the  army  full  credit  when  cooperating  with  it, 
and  L  shall  unhesitatingly  say  what  I  think  when  an  exi>edition  is  trifled 
with  and  treated  as  if  it  was  a  grand  tournament  for  the  amusement  ot 
lookers-on.  From  beginning  to  end  the  military  part  of  the  expedition 
has  been  a  failure. 

In  the  first  place,  the  men  were  thrown  into  indifferent  transport^ 
(that  conld  not  even  condense  water)  and  with  only  ten  days^  rations: 
a  storm  was  just  <*ommencing  which  lasted  t\ye  days,  during  which 
time  nothing  could  be  done.  Instead  of  rendezvousing  at  B^nfort^ 
N.  C,  they  anchored  with  the  fleet  out  at  sea;  they  were  driven  away 
the  first  gale,  which  the  monitors  and  our  smallest  tu^s  rode  out.  It 
was  never  intended  by  the  commander  of  the  tnwps  that  they  should 
do  anything  when  they  came  down  here  except  to  enter  the  works  we 
liod  silenced :  tb&t  wa  Mmld  have  done  ourselves  without  the  aid  of  the 
aoJiUertL  J 
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We  all  know  very  well  that  a  fort  on  shore,  unless  attacked  by  troops 
at  the  same  time  ships  are  bombarding,  will  always  hold  out  against 
the  ships,  that  is,  the  enemy  will  leave  the  works  (and  let  the  ships 
fire  away)  and  enter  again  when  the  ships  have  gone.  We  know  from 
the  history  of  this  war  that  in  no  case  have  we  failed  to  take  a  Ibrtifi 
cation  where  the  troops  did  their  share  of  the  work,  and  this  is  what 
troops  nnder.the  command  of  Geueral  Butler  failed  to  do.  The  brave 
fellows  who  showed  the  way  into  the  works  and  brought  off  horses, 
mules,  and  Hags  should  have  their  names  chronicled  far  and  near.  Had 
the  same  spirit  been  felt  in  other  quarters,  Christmas  would  have  been 
a  happier  day  than  usual  with  the  nation.  There  was  evidently  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  the  military  leader  that  we  could  not  cover 
and  protect  troops  on  shore. 

This  fleet  demonstrated  its  ability  to  hold  on  at  anchor  in  deep  water, 
and  20  miles  from  shore,  throufrh  a  heavy  gale  from  the  southward — 
all  gales  from  this  direction,  however,  never  blowing  home,  or  blowing 
less  as  the  shore  is  approached.  The  only  gales  to  be  dreaded  here  are 
the  northeasters,  and  then  the  vessels  would  lie  along  the  shore  with 
their  broadsides  bearing  on  the  beach.  This  fleet  would  drive  oft*  an 
army  of  300,000  men  (intrenched  or  attacking)  on  such  a  level  field  as 
that  where  our  troops  landed. 

Seven  hundred  men  were  left  on  the  beach  by  General  Butler  when 
he  departed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  had  no  ditftculty  in  protecting 
them  from  the  rebel  army,  said  to  be  in  the  background,  which  was  a 
very  small  army  after  all. 

General  Bragg  must  have  been  very  agreeably  disappointed  when  he 
saw  our  troops  going  away  without  firing  a  shot,  and  to  see  an  expedi- 
tion costing  millions  of  dollars  given  up,  when  the  hollowness  of  the 
rebel  shell  was  about  to  be  exposed. 

All  through  this  war  we  have  lost  chances  never  to  be  recovered 
owing  to  the  timidity  of  commanders,  and  their  hesitating  to  attack 
what  offers  itself  the  most  easy  of  conquest.  The  report  of  an  army 
coming  up  (which  army  never  existed)  changes  the  whole  plan  of  a 
campaign,  when,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  face  the  army  of 
the  enemy  and  see  what  stuff' they  are  made  of. 

Here  was  our  fleet  of  000  guns  commanding  a  peninsula  2  miles  wide 
only,  and  able  to  cover  for  miles  any  number  of  troops  we  might  land. 
I  call  this  a  dead  failure;  there  is  no  use  in  mincing  niatters,  for  though 
the  navy  did  all  that  was  expected  of  it,  or  could  do,  we  gained  no 
results.  We  will  only  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  naval 
part  was  well  and  handsomely  done,  and  that  we  will  do  it  again  the 
first  opportunity. 

It  is  now  blowing  heavy  from  the  S.  W.,  and  the  larger  vessels  are 
riding  it  out  nicely  outside.  This  is  the  only  wind  we  care  for  on  this 
coast;  in  all  the  other  gales  we  can  find  a  lee. 

If  you,  sir,  have  no  intention  of  making  any  change  in  the  number 
of  vessels  in  this  squadron,  I  would  respectfully  say,  let  us  work  this 
matter  through,  at  least  defer  any  changes  until  I  say  that  we  have 
given  up  taking  the  forts. 

The  rebels  will  no  doubt  claim  a  victory;  a  failure  is  half  a  victory; 
they  foreshadowed  the  failure  in  their  papers,  and  stated  what  would  be 
the  cause,  which  came  true. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

6'eeretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhingion^  D,  C. 
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S«port  of  Baar-Admiral  PorUr,  V.  8.  Havy,  makiiig   OTitidimi  on  tho    roport  of  M^or- 

Oenond  Batlor,  V.  8.  Armj. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
V.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  22,  IfifJ.j. 

Sir:  I  have  read  therei)ortof  Major  Geueral  Butler  iu  relation  to 
the  late  expedition  to  Wilmington  (in  which  he  bore  a  part),  and  thougli 
late  results  (the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher)  have  completely  refuted  the 
assertions  of  Generals  Butler  and  Weitzel,  I  deem  it  due  to  the  naval 
part  of  the  exi)ed]tion  that  General  Butler's  rei>ort  should  receive  some 
notice  at  my  hands. 

To  use  the  mildest  terms  I  can,  I  pronounce  the  whole  rei)ort  a  tissue 
of  misstatements  fh)m  beginning  to  end,  scarcely  equaled  by  the  mis- 
statements made  regarding  the  lieutenant-general. 

The  navy  had  been  waiting  for  two  months  to  start  on  this  expedi- 
tion, but  for  reasons  known  to  the  lieutenant  general  and  myself,  and 
which  were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  the  proper  time  was  waited  i'or ; 
we  wanted  a  success,  not  a  failure. 

General  Weitzel  was  selected,  and  General  Butler'S  name  was  never 
C4>nnected  with  the  expedition,  except  to  fit  it  out.  When  the  expedi- 
tion did  prepare  to  start,  it  was  going  to  the  attack  on  the  snpp(»sition 
that  the  iwwder  vessel  (originally  proposed  by  General  Butler)  would 
blow  the  forts  down,  and  the  troops  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
walk  in. 

I  was  not  opposed,  myself,  to  the  experiment  (for  1  think  everything 
worth  trying)  and  gave  all  my  time  and  attention  to  the  enterprise  and 
fitting  out  the  vessel.  I  was  hard  at  work  getting  ready,  tilling  her 
with  powder,  and  had  placed  her  in  the  carpenter's  hands,  the  weather 
looking  very  squally.  Judge  of  my  surprise  when  General  Butler  came 
on  board  the  flagship  at  Norfolk  and  told  me  he  was  embarking  the 
troops  in  transports  and  would  be  ready  to  start  iu  two  days.  I  told 
him  that  was  out  ot  the  question;  a  heavy  southwest  gale  was  coming 
on  that  would  last  three  days  at  least,  and  we  could  not  go  to  sea  at 
such  a  time,  neither  could  his  transports  move.  My  adviee  was  **  not  to 
embark  the  men  until  the  gale  was  over." 

He  did  embark  the  troops,  nevertheless;  the  gale  blew  heavy  for  four 
days,  and  the  troops  must  have  been  very  uncomfortable.  At  the  end 
of  that  gale  the  fleet  sailed.  I  told  General  Butler  that  my  vessels 
were  all  slow,  the  monitors  would  have  to  be  towed,  would  have  to  go 
into  Beaufort  to  till  up  with  ammunition  and  coal,  as  I  was  afraid  to 
venture  them  at  sea  with  too  much  in.  [  advised  him  to  wait  until  we 
had  got  thirty-six  hours  wtart  of  him,  and  also  recommended  him  to 
rendezvous  at  Beaufort,  N.  (  .,  where  he  would  Und  a  good  harbor. 
Even  up  to  this  time  he  did  not  tell  me  that  he,  himself,  was  going 
along,  but  led  me  to  believe  General  Weitzel  was  to  be  in  command. 
He  did  not  take  my  opinion  about  sailing;  his  transjmrts  sailed  before 
any  of  the  tieet  except  the  monitors,  and  instead  of  rendezvousing  at 
Beaufort,  where  I  could  hope  to  tind  him,  he  rendezvoused  of\'  Mason- 
boro  Inlet,  showed  his  tiagship.  decked  out  with  flags,  to  the  enemy  at 
Fort  Fisher,  and  had  one  of  his  transports  tired  on  by  guns  ne.ar  the 
fort.  In  the  meantime,  I  worked  night  and  day  at  Beaufort  to  get  the 
monitors  ready  and  complete  the  arrangements  for  the  powder  boat, 
and  I  sailed  when  ready. 

There  was  no  time  when  any  troops  could  have  landed  without  dan- 
ger un  '  took  place.  I  was  to  be  the  Judge 
^  id  not  that  faith  in  his  generalship 
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which  would  iiidnce  me  to  follow  liim  blindly,  though  I  determined  to 
do  all  I  could  for  him  and  make  the  expedition  a  success  if  possible. 

I  soon  saw,  though,  that  General  Butler  depended  on  the  powder  boat 
entirely,  and  1  said  we  would  have  no  assault,  from  the  beginning. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  General  Butler's  report  in  detail  and  state 
where  it  is  incorrect. 

He  first  says  he  gave  the  navy  thirty-six  hours  start.  That  is  untrue. 
The  transports  started  before  the  navy,  or  disappeared ;  Cieneral  Butler, 
himself,  left  after  I  did.  He  speaks  of  the  '^finest  possible  weather"  he 
had  at  sea,  but  says  nothing  about  the  surf  on  the  beach ;  no  boat  could 
land  on  the  beach  unless  the  wind  has  been  blowing  strong  oft'  the  land, 
and  on  the  days  in  question,  by  looking  at  the  log  book,  you  will  find 
the  wind  blowing  8.  W.  and  S.  On  the  15th  the  monitors  had  not 
arrived  at  Beaufort,  and  on  the  16th  and  1 7th  were  coaling  and  filling 
with  ammunition  and  had  to  wait  a  smooth  time  to  get  over  the  bar, 
the  wind  blowing  S.  W.  on  the  IGth,  17th,  and  18th,  and  throwing  in  a 
heavy  surf  on  the  beach.  On  last  of  these  nights  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  came  near  being  capsized  in  the  breakers  while  making 
a  reconnoissance.  It  was  General  Butler's  duty  to  have  rendezvoused 
at  Beaufort  and  wait  until  the  monitors  and  powder  boat  (on  which  he 
so  much  depended)  were  ready;  the  movements  of  the  light  transports 
should  have  been  subordinate  to  the  large  and  slow-moving  frigates 
and  ironclads,  and  he  should  have  been  where  he  could  have  arranged 
with  me  all  the  details  of  the  attack.  But  no;  he  kept  out  of  my  way, 
and  1  think  did  it  studiously.  When  I  arrived  on  the  ground  of  the 
naval  rendezvous  with  the  monitors  I  found  General  Butler  there. 

I  ordered  the  powder  boat  in  on  the  night  of  the  18th  (the  smoothest 
beach  we  had  had),  but  at  General  Butler's  request,  communicated 
through  General  Weitzel,  in  the  presence  of  the  fleet  captain  (Lieuten- 
ant Oumraander  K.  R.  Breese),  I  postponed  the  explosion  until  General 
Butler  should  say  he  was  ready.  The  correspondence  on  this  subject 
has  all  been  sent  to  you,  and  you  can  judge  for  yourself  how  far  General 
Butler's  statement  is  true. 

General  Butler  states  that  ^'Admiral  Porter  was  quite  sanguine  that 
he  had  silenced  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher;  he  was  then  urged,  if  that  was 
80,  to  run  by  the  batteries  into  Cape  Fear  River,  and  then  troops  could 
land  and  hold  the  beach  without  difQculty  or  without  liability  of  being 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  gunboat  Tallahassee^  seen  on  the  river."  That 
is  a  deliberate  misstatement.  General  Butler  does  not  say  who  urged 
me,  but  I  never  saw  him  or  his  staff  after  the  landing  on  the  beach,  nor 
did  I  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him,  or  see  him  (except  on  the 
deck  of  his  vessel  as  I  passed  by  in  the  flagship)  from  the  time  I  left 
Fortress  Monroe  until  he  left  here  after  his  failure. 

He  showed  himself  by  that  remark  just  as  ignorant  about  hydrog- 
raphy as  the  rebel  General  Whiting  did  when  he  built  his  fort  where 
he  supposed  larger  ships  could  not  get  near  enough  to  attack  it.  Neither 
myself  nor  anyone  in  the  squadron  had  the  faintest  idea  where  the 
channel  was,  or  what  dei)th  of  water  there  was  in  it.  We  knew  there 
was  an  outer  and  inside  bar,  between  which  was  included  the  heaviest 
fortifications  in  this  country,  on  which  bars  the  blockade  runneis  con- 
stantly grounded  and  had  to  wait  for  high  water  to  get  oft".  After  we 
had  no  guns  to  annoy  us,  and  I  had  the  channel  sounded  out  and  care- 
fully buoyed,  nearly  all  the  gunboats  of  light  draft  got  badly  aground 
and  remained  there  for  a  wliole  tide.  We  were  forty-eight  hours  get- 
ting gunboats  of  light  batteries  over  the  first  bar,  and  they  had  to 
anchor  under  the  guns  of  the  heaviest  forts.    They  would  have  fared 
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badly  hfu\  the  rebels  manned  them.  Three  days  were  conKnmed  in  get- 
thiK  the  ^iinlK>at4  overthe  ri[m,  and  one  of  them  is  sUicu  there  stilL 
The  rlpA  were  c^mmandeil  by  alnint  twenty  Xinch  gans  and  100- 
ponnderH,  and  not  a  ly^nlxiat  won  Id  have  been  left  hail  they  attempted 
tornn  the  batteries.  It  might  have  been  8[K)rt  to  General  Butler,  but 
it  would  have  been  death  to  the  gunboats.  I  never  ha<l  the  slightest 
intention  of  (Missing  the  batteries  until  the  fort  was  taken.  The  U^part 
ment  saw  my  plan  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  doing  so. 

I  would  certainly  not  have  been  influenced  by(teneral  Butler's  opinions 
in  nautical  matti^rs,  or  riske<l  my  vessels  to  amuse  him. 

All  the  next  paragraph  inCteneral  Butler's  report,  in  relation  to  what 
the  ailniinil  said,  and  what  the  admiral  declined  to  do,  is  false  from 
beginning  to  end.  I  never  had  any  conversation  of  the  kind  with  any- 
one; indeed,  the  whole  report  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentationH,  includ- 
ing the  ])art  that  says  the  instructions  he  received  did  not  contemplate 
a  siege,  et^*.,  when  lie  knows  he  never  received  any  instructions,  and 
Joined  the  expedition  wiUnmt  orders. 

(leneral  Butler  sneaks  of  pushing  up  his  men  to  within  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  of  Fort  h  isher  and  capturing  Half  Moon  battery  and  its  men. 

The  general  certainly  must  have  lia<l  something  in  his  eye  and  did 
not  see  well.  Half  Moon  battery  is  4  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  had  one 
gun  in  It,  wlii<*h  was  silenced  aft^r  a  few  shots  from  the  gunboats  and 
no  one  ever  entere<l  it.  It  was  a  small  sand  hill  that  20  men  could  have 
taken.  Flag  Pond  battery  was  a  larger  work  thrown  up  by  the  rebels, 
in  which  was  one  8inch  gun  that  had  burst  some  time  ago.  The  gun- 
boats shelled  it,  and  on  the  landing  of  the  first  boat  load  of  troops  the 
seamen  went  up  and  found  some  boys  and  old  men  in  it  (North  Carolina 
Junior  Reserves),  and  carried  them  ofll*  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The 
prisoners  were  ciuite  willing  to  ^o.  The  troops  afterwards  surprised 
218  ollioers  and  men  near  Fort  Fisher  and  captured  them. 

(leneral  Hutler  sfurnks  of  having  run  in  tlie  Chamfwrlifi  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  fort;  if  he  ran  that  close  and  was  not  tired 
at  he  must  have  suppose<l  the  fort  was  silenced;  but  lie  never  was 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort,  nor  did  he  ever  land,  himself. 

What  (leneral  Butler  says  al>out  the  ditliculties  of  assaulting,  owing 
to  palisades,  ditches,  and  other  bugbe}irs,has  been  refuted  by  the  success- 
t\!l  assault  made  by  (teneral  Terry  on  the  land  side,  and  the  unsuccessful 
one  n\ade  by  the  sailors  on  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  when  30  gallant 
ofllcers  and  seamen  reache<i  the  toi>  of  the  parapet  and  i>lanttHi  the  tlag. 
Soldiers  who  wore  a<»custome<l  to  the  work  would  have  succeeiled  there 
easier  than  when^  (Seneral  Terry  assaulted,  as  the  ascent  (where  the 
sjdlors  went  in)  was  easier. 

The  same  trt>ops  that  (loneral  Butler  had  did  the  work  tlnally,  and 
to<>k  the  mf>st  difticult  side  of  the  works. 

(leneral  Butler  admits  that  the  tire  of  the  navy  did  keei>  the  enemy 
in  his  Ixmibproofs,  but  he  fw^reti  it  would  keep  his  ( Butler  s)  men  out 
when  they  attempted  to  assault,  (lenenil  Terry  was  intluenced  by  no 
such  fear';  on  the  <*i>ntrary  we  tired  20  yards  ahea<l  of  our  iroops  while 
they  were  fighting  ft>om  l>ombpn>of  to  Iwmbproof,  and  the  general  con- 
st4int ly  signaliHl,  **  Fire  away ;  your  shells  are  doinjr  good  execution  and 
our  men  are  in  no  dangt>T  tVom'them."' 

In  the  meantime  (General  Butler  says^  «^The  weather  assumed  a 
threatening  »s|)ect>  and  thub  «ttrf  eMiH"  rolling  in  on  the  beaeh,  and  the 
landing  became  dilBeiiti-'^ 

I  assert  tki<  ^^^^  wwi  aaiootlier  than  when  lien* 

enU  Hr-  MMral  Boiler's  chief  of  stall^ 
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General  Weitzel,  to  land  the  troops  early  in  the  morning.  I  gave  liim 
boats,  vessels,  everything,  in  fact,  that  he  asked  for,  and  at  3  o'clock 
p.  m.  not  more  than  3,000  men  were  on  shore,  with  one  day's  rations. 
With  General  Terry  I  commenced  to  land  the  men  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and  at 
2  p.  m.  8,500  men  were  on  the  beach,  with  twelve  days'  provisions  and 
all  the  intrenching  tools.  The  men  were  rolled  over  in  the  surf,  wet 
their  cartridges,  and  filled  up  with  more. 

They  went  there  to  stay,  and  I  knew  we  would  have  the  fort  before 
many  days,  from  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  General  Butler  reembarking  his  men  on  account  of  the 
weather;  it  was  rough  on  the  beach,  but  our  boats  from  the  fleet  com- 
municated at  times  and  when  it  was  necessary.  The  gunboats  laid 
within  ('00  yards  of  the  beach  and  covered  the  troops  left  on  shore 
when  the  general  went  away  after  hearing  the  news  from  some  North 
Carolina  Reserves  that  Hoke\s  Brigade  was  advancing  and  that  the 
fort  was  strongly  reinforced ;  but  what  if  it  was,  we  came  down  here  to 
take  it,  and  General  Terry  with  the  same  men  did  take  it;  they  were 
determined  to  follow  their  brave  general  wherever  he  might  think 
proper  to  lead. 

After  General  Butler  left  for  Fortress  Monroe  it  was  rather  rough, 
too  rough  to  land  troops  or  bring  them  off;,  but  it  only  lasted  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  the  troops  came  off  without  much  difficulty;  in  fact, 
there  was  no  time  when  communication  stopped  altogether. 

Had  General  Butler  commenced  landing  men  (with  the  determination 
to  stay)  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  would  all  have  been  ashore 
by  sunset. 

We  landed  General  Terry's  8,500  men  in  five  and  one-half  hours, 
and  had  time  to  give  the  fort  a  good  battering  before  dark. 

General  Butler  says  he  gave  orders  to  the  transports  to  sail  for 
Fortress  Monroe  as  soon  as  the  troops  were  on  board,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general. 

General  Grant  never  contemplated  the  withdrawal  of  the  troo])S;  he 
sent  them  there  to  stay,  and  having  once  effected  a  landing  he  knew 
that  the  most  difficult  part  was  done.  The  army  was  in  possession  of 
that  narrow  neck  of  land,  and  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  fleet,  the 
capture  of  Fort  Fisher  was  a  mere  matter  of  time.  (In  a  heavy  gale 
blowing  yesterday  and  to-day  the  vessels  outside  did  not  desert  their 
posts.) 

General  I^utler  states  that  the  garrison  of  Flag  Pond  battery  belonged 
to  Kirfelahd's  Brigade.  He  is  in  error  there;  they  were  a  part  of  the 
Junior  North  ("arolina  Reserves. 

He  also  states  that  he  captured  2  heavy  rifled  guns,  2  light  guns, 
some  caissons,  etc.  No  such  captures  were  ever  made,  and  the  captured 
forts  about  which  so  much  has  been  written  were  rough  earthworks 
thrown  up  for  the  purpose  of  firing  at  blockaders  when  they  chased 
close  inshore;  they  made  no  resistance  after  a  few  shots  were  fired  by 
the  gunboats. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  in  relation  to  General  WeitzeFs  report  beyond 
this — he  has  made  mistakes  in  his  statements.  He  admits  that  he 
requested  me  to  wait  a  few  days  until  we  could  cooperate  more  favora- 
bly, on  which  1  suppose  General  Butler  grounds  his  belief  that  the 
navy  detained  him. 

I  did  wait,  and  have  waited  ever  since,  until  the  right  man  and  a 
good  time  offered  to  take  the  forts.  They  were  taken,  as  I  said  they 
could  be,  and  that  is  the  strongest  argunient  in  favor  of  the  navy,  on 
whom  it  was  foolishly  attempted  to  fix  this  blunder. 
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Ah  it  bas  turned  out,  tlie  tirst  failure  had  its  aclvantages,  and  the 
country  will  derive  great  comfort  thcM-efroni. 

If  Geneml  Butler  had  not  descended  to  a  Hubterfuge  to  cover  his  mis- 
takes, I  would  willingly  have  allowed  him  to  go  into  retirement  with  the 
honors  he  has  won,  but  no  man  shall  leHect  unjustly  on  me  or  the  corps 
to  which  I  belong  without  his  hearing  from  me  in  some  way  or  other. 

The  enclosed  papers*  may,  perhaps,  throw  some  li^ht  on  the  Wil 
mington  matter.     If  they  prove  to  be  true,  the  accused  merits  a  severer 
punishment  than  the  odium  cast  upon  him  by  the  public.    If  they  are 
not  true,  he  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  fact. 

I  have  sent  you  documents  and  extracts  from  log  books  to  show  that 
what  I  say  is  correct,  and  the  log  books  of  the  whole  tleet  can  be 
examined  if  necessary. 

In  conclusion,  i)ermit  me  to  say  that  1  don't  see  what  it  matters  whether 
General  Butler's  troops  landed  one  day  or  another;  he  decided  the  fort 
could  not  be  taken  when  he  did  land;  he  could  not  expect  the  rebels  to 
leave  a  work  like  that  with  less  than  500  men  in  it,  and  lie  certainly  could 
have  tried  to  assault  that  number.  General  Terry  had  2,300  to  contend 
against,  and  he  carried  the  works  w  ithout  a  very  serious  loss,  consider- 
ing the  importance  of  the  position  to  the  country. 

I  enclose  you  the  reportt  of  the  rebel  General  Whiting,  who  states 
plainly  that  '^no  reinforcements  had  arrived  until  Tuesday  morning 
(the  27th),  when  all  our  troops  were  embarked." 

If  the  evidence  already  ])resented  is  doubted,  the  report  of  General 
Whiting  can  not  be;  therefore  the  excuse  for  reembarking  the  troops 
because  the  forts  had  been  reinforced  by  Hoke's  Division  is  a  \HX>r  one. 

General  Whiting  says:  ''The  garrison  remained  steadily  awaiting 
the  renewal  of  the  assault  or  bombardment  until  Tuesday  morning  (the 
27th),  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  supiwrts  of  Major-(ieneral  Hoke 
and  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy."  This  was  two  days  after  the 
attack  of  the  navy  and  the  landing  and  reembarking  of  the  troops. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Torter, 

Hear 'Admiral. 

Hon.  (fiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyy  Wauthingtony  />.  C. 


Baport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  making  oiitioUmt  on  the  military  operationa. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malrernj  Beaufort^  X,  6\,  January  9, 1865. 
Sir:  I  understand  that  there  is  now  an  attempt  being  made  to  create 
an  impression  that  I  delayed  much  longer  than  was  necessary,  and 
could  have  attacked  on  the  18th  as  well  as  on  the  24th.  1  doiTr  see 
what  that  lias  to  do  with  the  question  under  discussion.  We  went 
down  to  silence  the  batteries;  demoralize  the  men  in  the  forts  so  that 
the  army  could  easily  assault  the  works.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  no 
conseciuence  whether  this  wns  done  on  the  ISth  or  the  ^oth,  as  long  as 
we  did  our  share  of  the  work  effectively,  which  1  believe  no  one  denies. 
If  the  army,  after  landing  on  the  25th,  would  not  undertake  the  assault, 

*  Thest'  papers  art)  omitted  M  Qnneoe«Mryto  pnblisb.  Thev  havu  been  printed  in 
Report  of  the  Becretarv  of  ih*  v*—  ^iw  iflOL  pp.  09-70,  and  in  Report  on  the  Con- 
duct of  ih^  w«r.  V  Ktioii,  pp.  908,  209. 
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they  would  not  have  done  so  on  the  18th.  The  delay,  if  any,  gave  them 
lyOOO  men  more,  a  large  steamer  and  another  transport  under  General 
Ames  having  come  in  on  that  day. 

When  General  Butler  was  about  to  start  from  Fortress  Monroe  (haying 
embarked  his  men  in  a  storm  when  I  told  him  he  could  not  possibly 
leave  for  three  days)  I  requested  him  to  wait  a  day  after  I  sailed,  as  my 
vessels  were  slow,  and  1  would  have  to  All  up  the  powder  vessel;  but 
finding  that  the  monitors  were  going,  he  started  off  for  the  rendezvous 
he  had  established  himself,  showed  himself  and  some  of  his  transports 
to  the  enemy,  was  fired  at  by  the  forts,  and  revealed  our  whole  design. 

Now  for  the  log  book :  On  the  16th  December  wind  was  S.,  with  a 
swell  rolling  in  on  the  beach,  so  that  no  boat  could  land;  one  hour  only 
during  the  day  was  there  a  N.  W.  breeze. 

On  the  17th,  wind  S.  W.,  a  heavy  sea  rolling  in  on  the  beach. 

18th,  Wind  E.  and  K  E.,  E.  N.  E.,E.  by  N.,  blowing  right  on  the 
beach — no  boat  could  land. 

19th.  Wind  fresh,  E.  8.  E.  and  S.  W.,  with  a  swell  setting  on  the 
beach. 

20th.  For  a  little  while  wind  W.  N.  W.,  but  shifted  to  E.  N.  E.,  blow- 
ing fresh;  heavy  breakers  on  beach. 

2l8t.  A  gale  coming  on  from  the  southward  and  eastward,  which 
ended  by  blowing  heavy  from  southward  and  westward ;  heavy  breakers 
on  beach. 

22d.  The  wind  shifted  to  westward;  all  the  transports  are  out  of 
sight— gone  to  make  a  harbor  at  Beaufort;  at  midnight  wind  off  the 
land,  but  heavy  breakers  on  the  beach  and  all  over  the  bar,  heavy  swell 
from  seaward;  steamed  in  under  the  land. 

23d.  Wind  N.  N.  W,  and  beach  comparatively  smooth ;  steamed  in 
and  reconnoitered;  still  too  much  sea  for  a  boat  to  land  without  capsiz- 
ing; met  General  Butler's  dispatch  boat  at  5:30  p.  m.;  sent  word  to 
General  Butler  that  the  time  was  so  fair  that  1  would  blow  up  the  boat 
at  midnight,  and  attack  in  the  morning;  we  were  69  miles  from  Beau- 
fort. The  captain  said  his  boat  could  make  14  miles  per  hour;  this 
would  give  him  five  hours  to  go  to  Beavifort,  which  would  put  him  there 
at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  General  Butler  leaving  with  the  transports  at  0 
o'clock  in  the  morning  could  have  reached  the  bar  at  1  o'clock,  allowing 
him  to  make  9  miles  an  hour,  which  all  his  transports  could  do.  We 
did  not  attack  until  12,  and  General  Butler  only  came  in  with  his  own 
vessel  and  two  or  three  transports  at  sunset.  He  saw  the  fort  silenced — 
defeated,  as  far  as  the  navy  was  concerned,  and  no  doubt  could  be  left 
on  his  mind  about  our  ability  to  do  the  same  the  next  day;  it  was  the 
preliminary  attack  to  test  the  strength  of  the  works. 

The  programme  was  made,  the  troops  landed,  and  without  the  faintest 
sign  of  an  assault  beyond  what  was  done  by  one  or  two  gallant  soldiers, 
the  army  commanders  conclude  that  the  work  was  *'  substantially  unin- 
jured as  a  defensive  work."  The  letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Tem- 
])le  and  the  testimony  of  deserters  prove  that  the  works  would  have 
been  ours  had  the  troops  been  allowed  to  assault  as  they  desired.  What 
matters  it,  then,  whether  we  attacked  on  the  18th  or  24th?  The  result 
N\  ould  have  been  the  same. 

Cxeneral  Butler  left  Fortress  Monroe  with  his  troops  in  transports  that 
could  not  lie  at  anchor  in  rough  weather  that  was  ridden  out  by  our 
monitors,  tugs,  and  small  side- wheel  boats,  the  powder  boat  Louisiana 
hanging  to  the  stern  of  another  vessel.  General  Butler  having  left  the 
ground  with  his  vessels,  where  my  lightest  vessels  held  on,  was  not  on 
the  ground  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  day's  good^e».\Ai«t^\XiQ>\5L^ 
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that  had  uothiug  to  do  with  the  matter,  as  he  did  not  do  anything  when 
the  lauding  did  take  place;  so  what  matters  it  when  it  was  done? 

General  Butler,  with  all  his  soldierlike  qualities,  could  scarcely  be 
considered  as  good  a. judge  of  weather  and  the  proi)er  time  of  landing 
aB  myself,  and  as  a  sensible  person  would  not  venture  to])ut  hisopinion 
in  opposition  to  mine,  even  backed  by  some  old  sailor  on  his  flagship. 

I  do  not  ascribe  to  him,  tlierefore,  the  excuse  made  for  n(»t  taking  Fort 
Fisher  when  we  had  opened  the  gate  for  him.  I  attribute  the  report 
that  we  had  wtisted  time  to  some  of  the  junior  members  of  tlie  staff  who 
are  not  as  good  seamen  as  tlie  general.  At  all  events,  if  we  lost  any 
time  in  the  beginning,  we  made  up  for  it  when  we  went  to  work;  but, 
allowing  that  we  lost  time,  that  the  beach  was  as  sm(M)th  as  paper,  it 
don't  account  for  not  taking  Fort  Fisher,  when  the  works  were  battered 
and  burned  to  that  degree  that  there  appeared  no  life  within  the  walls. 

The  military  part  of  the  expedition  was  got  up  in  a  most  unmilitary 
manner;  the  troops  were  placed  in  inferior  transports,  that  could  not 
condense  water  and  had  a  short  allowance  only  on  hand ;  the  troops  had 
four  days' cooked  rations  (which  were  eaten  up  while  lying  in  the  storm 
at  Hampton  lloads),  and  ten  days'  other  rations ;  there  were  no  intrench- 
ing tools  of  any  kind;  no  siege  guns;  the  whole  proceeding  indicated 
that  the  general  depended  on  the  navy  silencing  the  works  and  he  walk- 
ing in  and  taking  possesion.  No  allowance  was  made  for  contingen- 
cies, for  bad  weather,  or  for  delays  after  getting  on  shore;  the  i>owder 
boat,  when  it  exploded,  was  to  have  done  the  whole  thing;  the  walls  of 
a  strong  sand  fort  were  to  have  been  blown  down  and  the  rebels  all  be 
discomfited. 

I  thought  a  good  deal  would  be  done  by  the  explosion,  but  still  I  laid 
in  a  double  allowance  of  shell  and  shot,  and  did  not  depend  on  a  doubt- 
fill  experiment.  Starting  as  that  expedition  did  was  not  the  way  to 
make  war,  and  landing  troo))S  who  were  full  of  enthusiasm  and  then 
embarking  them  again  when  they  were  eager  to  seize  the  trophy  laid  at 
their  feet  was  not  the  way  to  improve  the  morale  of  an  army. 

No  matter  what  might  have  been  the  delay  on  my  part  (and  there  was 
none),  the  general  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  ()pi)ortunity  I  gave 
him  to  take  the  fort  when  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  were  landed  and 
stood  within  150  feet  of  the  works  unmolested,  some  few  of  them  going 
on  the  parapet.  No  musketry  or  graiieshot  were  fired  at  him  daring 
the  day;  a  few  muskets,  about  twenty,  were  fired  after  nightfall  by  the 
alarmed  rebels,  and  one  or  two  guns,  but  the  IronaideH  opened  her  broad- 
side and  the  firing  ceased  imme<liately.  Ten  of  the  pickets  were  left 
by  forgetfulness  near  the  forts  after  nightfall,  and  they  saw  c  juite  a  num- 
ber of  nien  leave  the  works  and  embark  in  boats,  which  was  the  garrison 
leaving  to  prevent  capture.  Until  late  in  the  day  on  the  2Gth  the  forts 
laid  at  our  mercy,  and  if  the  men  had  not  been  brought  off  the  rebels 
would  have  surrendered  when  they  marched  u]>  and  the  navy  opened 
fire.  A.11  the  reasoning  in  the  world  will  not  makr  this  afi'air  appear  in 
a  better  light.  1  have  no  doubt  that  had  the  army  l)een  oblig«*d  to 
assault  the  works  alone,  without  the  fire  of  the  navy,  they  would  have 
been  well  handled,  but  as  matters  .stood  we  have  every  proof  that  the 
fort  was  ours. 

It  is  useless,  then,  to  excuse  a  military  blunder  by  trying  U\  make  oat 
that  the  navy  was  behind  time. 

The  ships  laid  two  months  at  Hampton  Roads  waiting  for  the  army 
to  move,  and  we  were  satisfied  with  the  reasons  that  General  Grant  gave 
for  not  sending  trooDS.  There  was  no  necessity  after  all  that  delay  for 
msbing  iato  ^  ''       spared  and  when  the  weather  was  anfa- 

rorabP^  -  vmU  not  be  invented. 
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In  making  these  statements  I  do  not  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  excase  whatever  for  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition.  I  consider 
that  a  settled  thing  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole  country,  but  I  have 
so  often  during  this  war  seen  attempts  made  to  cast  odium  on  the  navy 
tliat,  in  self  defense,  I  put  myself  on  record,  wishing  this  used  only  if 
found  necessary  to  correct  false  statements. 

I  am  quite  sure  the  Lieu  tenant-General  feels  as  I  do ;  he  says  in  a  com- 
munication to  me:  '* Dear  Admiral :  Hold  on  where  you  are  for  a  few 
days  and  i  will  endeavor  to  be  back  again  with  an  increased  force,  and 
without  the  former  commander." 

The  remark  is  not  very  suggestive  of  confidence  in  the  late  manage- 
ment of  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 


Report  of  Commodore  Badfiord,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommaTiding  irondad  diviiioii. 

U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides, 
(Anchored  at  «ca,  Beaufort  bearing  N.  JV.  W., 

distant  about  5  miles)^  December  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
took  position  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher,  from  1,300  to  1,500  yards 
distant,  or  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  the  monitors 
Canonicus,  Mona^nock.  and  Mahopac  following  the  New  Ironsides  in.  As 
soon  as  I  anchored  1  opened  my  starboard  battery  and  continued  a  well- 
directed  fire  for  five  hours.  !Night  coming  on,  I  hauled  off  in  obedience 
to  orders.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  ironclad  division  again  led 
in  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher  and  took  the  position  we  occupied  the 
day  previous.  The  Saugus  having  arrived  the  night  previous,  took  her 
station,  and  this  division,  in  connection  with  the  others,  drove  the  men 
from  the  gans  in  the  fort,  they  only  firing  one  or  two  guns,  and  those  at 
long  intervals.  All  the  monitors  were  handled  and  fought  well.  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Belknap  took  the  inshore  berth,  and  is  reported  to 
have  dismounted  one  or  more  guns  in  the  fort. 

Judging  from  the  immense  number  of  shells  which  struck  the  fort,  it 
must  have  been  considerably  injured.  Several  guns  were  reported  to 
have  been  dismounted ;  two  explosions  took  place  and  three  fires.  The 
face  of  the  fort  was  very  much  plowed  up  by  the  shells  from  the  fleet. 

If  the  fort  was  uninjured  (as  a  defensive  work),  no  artillery  known  to 
modern  warfare  can  do  it.  My  impression  is  that  any  considerable  muu  • 
ber  of  troops  could  have  stormed  and  taken  the  fort  immediately  after 
the  second  day's  bombardment  with  but  little  loss.  All  the  officers  and 
men  belonging  to  the  Neic  Ironsides  served  their  guns  and  country  well, 
and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phytbian,  the 
executive  officer,  for  his  energy  and  ability  in  getting  the  crew  and  ship 
in  such  good  fighting  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
OommodorCy  Commanding  Ironclad  Division. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  &'^tiadron,  FleigsHi'p  Malx>efru» 
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Raport  of  Commaader  Parrott,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Xonadnoek,  in  rotpooM  to 

Oenond  Order  No.  76. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 

Beauforty  N.  C,  January  2^  1805. 

Admieal  :  In  obedience  to  your  General  Order  No.  75, 1  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  participation  of  this  vessel 
in  thi^  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  and  25th  December: 

We  engaged  at  1,100  or  1,200  yards'  distance ;  the  first  day  underway, 
the  second  at  anchor.  The  tire  of  the  fort  was  very  soon  controlled  by 
that  of  oar  »hips,  and  during  both  attacks  was  quite  feeble,  especially 
so  on  the  second  day.  I  noticed  long  intervals  of  silence  on  the  part  of 
the  rebels.  Most  of  their  guns  were  abandoned,  and  the  few  lired  from 
time  to  time  only  loaded  after  repeated  efforts.  Their  men  were  often 
driven  away  as  many  as  five  times  before  completing  the  loading. 

The  projectiles  from  our  vessels  rained  upon  the  fort,  and  did,  I 
think,  whatever  damage  shot  and  shell  are  capable  of  doing  to  sand 
fortifications. 

There  could  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  no  troops  in  or  near  Fort  Fisher 
not  protected  by  casemates,  bombproofs,  or  other  close  shelter,  which 
were  kept  immediately  available  when  a  few  men  ventured  out  to  load 
a  gun.  I  think  their  number,  compared  with  that  of  our  land  forces, 
must  necessarily  h^ve  been  small,  and  that  our  fire  would  have  pre- 
vented them  from  showing  themselves  or  manning  their  works  before 
our  troops  were  up  with  them,  and  consequently,  with  great  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  mine  is  that  an  assault  would  have  been 
successful. 

The  fieet  had  for  some  time  slackened  its  fire,  under  the  impression 
that  this  state  of  readiness  for  an  assault  had  been  produced. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Monadnock  have,  during  these  engage- 
ments and  the  severe  weather  before  and  after  them,  done  their  duty 
gallantly  and  well.    Our  fire  was,  I  think,  accurate  and  effective. 

It  is  right  that  1  should  individually  mention  Lieutenant  Commander 
J.  N.  Miller,  who,  besides  his  coolness  and  skill  in  managing  the  guns, 
has  been  of  great  service  in  aiding  me  to  get  into  efficient  condition  a 
vessel  necessarily  very  much  hurried  in  her  recent  outfit;  also  Assistant 
Paymaster  John  S.  Woolson,  who  acted  as  signal  officer  and  aid,  and 
by  his  zeal  and  coolness  and  reliable  judgment  was  of  great  assistance 
to  nje. 

I  am,  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  (i.  Pareott, 

Commander. 

Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Commander  Colhoon,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  SaogoB. 

U.  8.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugub, 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  SI,  1864. 
Sir:  On  the  2r>th  instant,  at  11:45  a.  m.,  T  anchored  the  l^augns  in  3 
fathoms  water,  within  8(K)  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  opened  fire.  There 
was  so  little  wind  that  the  smoke  prevented  our  seeing  the  effect  of 
most  of  our  shell.  Still  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  one  gun  dis- 
mounted by  our  fire,  and  also  one  by  that  of  the  Canonicus,  My  atten- 
tjon  waa  ao  much  engaged  with  watching  our  own  tiriugou  live  uortUeru 
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portion  of  tlie  fort,  and  for  the  advance  of  the  army,  in  order  to  lire 
witli  rapidity  just  before  the  assault,  that  I  did  not  observe  closely  the 
effect  of  the  firing  from  the  other  vessels.    From  the  great  number  of 
shells  which  exploded  in  the  fort,  the  damage  must  have  been  very 
great.    I  saw  that  the  enemy  fired  very  little,  and  that  only  from  three 
guns  in  Fort  Fisher.    I  believe  the  fort  could  have  been  taken  by 
assault  with  but  little  loss  to  the  army. 
At  5:40  p.  ni.  we  ceased  firing. 
We  expended  63  shells  and  1  shrapnel;  total,  64. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  R.  Oolhoun, 

Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Btport  of  Lieatenuit-Comiiuuider  BeUouip,  IT.  8.  Havy,  oommmndiiig  IT.  8. 8.  Canonieas. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  31^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  respecting  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  iu  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  at 
New  Inlet,  near  Wilmington,  N.  C: 

At  11 :15  a.  m.,  December  24,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  from  the 
flagship,  I  got  underway,  and  taking  position  in  line  of  battle  immedi- 
ately astern  of  the  New  Ironsides^  steamed  slowly  in  for  Fort  Fisher, 
and  at  12:40  p.  m.  opened  fire  upon  that  work.  Keeping  underway,  I 
engaged  the  enemy  during  the  afternoon  at  a  distance  varying  from 
1)00  to  1,200  yards. 

The  enemy  paid  little  attention  to  the  ironclads,  directing  their  prin- 
cipal fire  at  the  wooden  ships,  and  in  course  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  so 
far  as  1  could  observe,  were  entirely  silent. 

At  5:35  p.  m.  withdrew  from  action  by  signal  from  the  New  Ironsides^ 
and  anchored  near  tbat  ship  in  8  fathoms  water,  having  expended  85 
XY  inch  shells  and  1  shrapnel. 

At  9  o'clock  the  following  morning,  general  signal  having  been  made 
to  get  underway  and  prepare  for  battle,  weighed  anchor  and  steamed 
in  toward  the  rebel  batteries  as  on  the  preceding  day,  and  at  10:45 
a.  m.  began  to  engage  the  enemy.  In  the  course  of  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  dismounting  two  guns  on  the  eastern 
parapet  of  the  fort,  due  to  the  excellent  gunnery  of  the  executive  officer. 
Lieutenant  II.  S.  McGook. 

About  12  o'clock  (noon),  the  other  monitor  having  closed  up  near  our 
position,  came  to  anchor  at  a  distance  of  800  yards  from  the  fort. 

At  2:40  p.  ni.  our  ammunition  had  become  exhausted,  when  I  reluc- 
tantly withdrew  to  the  rear,  having  fired  49  shells  and  9  shrapnel. 

Probably  no  work  was  ever  subjected  to  so  heavy  a  fire  before,  and 
certainly  the  enemy  could  not  and  did  not  stand  at  their  guns  after  the 
fleet  had  fairly  become  engaged.    From  the  explosion  and  large  fires 
which  occurred  inside  the  rebel  works,  there  could  have  been  no  place 
of  refuge  for  the  garrison  except  in  the  bombproofs,  and  I  am  flrmbrnf 
the  opinion  that  at  any  time  after  3  o'clock  p.  m  on  each  d^« 
the  fort  might  have  been  occupied  and  held  by  our  land 
^ery  slight  loss.    Their  failure  to  do  so  was  doubtless  more 
to  tiie  enemj  than  to  the  fleet 


278        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 

We  received  in  all  four  hits;  one  on  the  side  armor  an<l  three  on  the 
smokestack,  neither  of  which  did  any  material  damage. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casaalties  on  board. 

The  guns  atid  turret  worked  beautifully,  and  the  officers  and  crew 
displayed  the  greatest  enthusiasm  throughout  both  engagements.  While 
all  did  their  duty  well,  I  can  not  forbear  special  mention  of  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McGook,  who  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  make  the  ship  efficient  in  every  respect;  the  accuracy  and  compare 
tive  rapidity  of  our  fire  attest  the  proficiency  of  the  guns'  crews  under 
his  drill  and  training. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Chief  Engineer  D.  B.  Macomb,  who  has 
taken  great  pains  to  keep  the  engines  and  turret  machinery  in  perfect 
condition. 

Assistant  Paymaster  K.  P.  Lisle  rendered  good  service  as  signal 
officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  fe.  Belknap, 
lAeutenani' Commander  J  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Flagship  Malvern, 


Report  of  lieatenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8. 8.  Kahopao,  regarding 
action  of  the  84th  of  December. 

U.  S.  S.  Mahopao, 
Off  New  Inlety  December  ^4^  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  underway  in  obedience  to 
your  signal  at  7:16  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  ironclad  division. 
Just  after  going  ahead  to  our  position  in  line  of  battle  the  steei-ing  gear 
gave  way,  two  castings  in  turret  chamber  breaking.  I  immediately 
made  signal,  ^^  Wheel  disabled,'^  and  the  Alabama  was  directed  to  take 
us  in  tow.  She  did  so.  I  got  the  wheel  up  in  turret  chamber  and 
endeavored  to  steer  by  it,  but  could  not.  Upon  examination  (by  taking 
off  a  plate,  dangerous  under  the  circumstances,  in  a  seaway)  found  the 
wire  wheel  rope  had  slipped  off  the  arc.  Got  up  the  sea  wheel  and  got 
into  position.  As  our  helm  was  jammed  hard  astarboard  the  Alabama 
could  not  do  much  witli  us.  She  got  the  hawser  under  our  starboard 
anchor,  and  I  was  compelled  to  cut  it.  We  took  it  again,  and  then  it 
parted.  By  that  time  I  had  the  sea  wheel  fitted,  and  went  ahead  with 
our  own  steam.  Anchored  in  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  70,  and 
opened  fire  at  1:30  p.  ni.  Fired  41  shells— 39  lO-second  and  2  7second 
fazes;  estimated  distance  of  Fort  Fisher  1,850  yards.  Received  one 
shot  over  engine  room,  breaking  one  plate  and  starting  another ;  break- 
ing deck  through,  and  carrying  away  our  starboard  rudder  chain.  It 
does  seem  as  if  our  steering  gear  was  fated  to  be  disabled. 

I  commend  to  you  John  Giftord  (quartermaster)  and  Frederick  Miller 
(coxswain)  for  steering  a  monitor  into  action  outside  of  turret  pilot 
house.  Our  sea  steering  apparatus,  which  we  used,  is  so  fitted  that  we 
can  not  steer  and  use  the  guns  at  the  same  time.  I  have  also  to  report 
that  the  compass  which  was  suspended  in  the  wardroom  was  broken 
by  the  concussion  of  firing,  and  all  the  alcohol  ran  out 
Very  respectliilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potter, 
Lieutenant-Oommanderj  U.  JS.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Iieateiuuit-Ck>miiuuider  Potter,  XT.  S.  Havy,  oommanding  XT.  8. 8.  Mahopao,  regarding 

aotioii  of  December  26. 

U.  S.  8.  Mahopac, 
Beaufortj  N.  C,  January  1, 1665. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  76,  I  have  to  make  tbe 
following  report: 

On  the  25th  altimo,  at  9  a.  m.,  I  moved  this  vessel  into  line  of  battle 
in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Neic  Ironsides,  and  anchored  1,100  yards 
from  Fort  Fisher  and  300  yards  from  the  beach.  Commenced  action  at 
11 :20  a.  m.  I  found  after  the  Heet  got  to  work  but  two  guns  firiug  at 
ns,  one  Whitworth,  small  size,  and  one  Brooke,  120  pounder,  as  near  as 
1  could  judge.  During  the  p.  m.  saw  a  line  of  skirmishers  advance 
toward  the  fort  entirely  unmolested.  No  other  body  of  troops  advanced 
nearer  to  the  fort  than  an  earthwork  that  I  judged  to  be  full  1^  miles 
from  the  main  work. 

I  remained  at  anchor  until  dark.  My  impression  of  the  action  is, 
that  if  the  skirmishers  had  been  properly  supported  and  the  assault 
made,  Fort  Fisher  would  have  been  (captured. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Pool, 
who  took  soundings  and  assisted  me  with  signals,  the  only  officer  except 
myself  outside  of  the  i)rotection  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  B.  Potter, 
TAeutenant'Oommanderj  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atluntic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  XT.  8.  8.  Kyaek,  lientezLant-Commaader  L.  H.  Newman,  oommanding. 

December  24^  1864. — At  12:15  p.  m.  crossed  Beaufort  Bar,  discharged 
pilot,  and  stood  down  shore  to  the  westward. 

December  25, — At  6: 30  a.  m.  made  the  entrance  off*  Wilmington  Bar. 
At  8  a.  m.  arrived  abreast  of  the  Hagship  Malvern^  and  captain  went 
on  board.  At  9:30  got  underway  and  stood  in  for  the  batteries.  At 
10:30  ironclads  opened  tire  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  shore  batteries.  At 
11:20  went  to  quarters  and  took  up  i>osition  near  the  New  Ironsides, 
and  opened  fire  on  enemy's  works.  At  11:30  action  became  general, 
with  but  occasional  response  from  the  enemy.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Still  continued  fire  on  the  enemy's  works.  At  2  p.  m.  the  fiagship  made 
signal,  and  in  obedience,  continued  to  tire  slowly  with  one  gun.  Enemy 
firing  with  more  rapidity,  and  shot  and  shell  falling  near  the  ship.  At 
3 :  15  fired  more  deliberately.  At  3 :  30  ceased  firing.  Ironclad  Canonicm 
withdrew  from  fire,  passing  near  the  ship.  At  this  time  the  enemy  were 
tiring  with  more  rapidity  and  accuracy.  During  the  watch  the  troops 
landed  under  cover  of  the  fleet  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle  toward 
the  enemy's  works.  At  4 :  15  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  enemy's  main  works. 
At  this  time  tiring  from  the  fleet  became  general  and  very  rapid.  At 
5:30.  in  obedience  to  admiral's  orders,  ran  in  and  came  to  anchor  near 
the  beach  in  5  fathoms  water.  At  6 :  10  a  boat  from  the  Seneca  came 
alongside  and  reported  that  she  had  been  on  shore  and  that  the  army 
skirmishers  had  advanced  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  works, 
capturing  218  prisoners,  who  were  on  their  way  to  reinforce  the  fort. 
From  8  to  12,  midnight:  At  anchor  near  the  beacli^  e«ye;tv\i%t»V3L^\ajaft^ 
forces,   CoDBtaut  ana  heavy  firing  during  tine  ^at«^ 
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Seport  of  Ueatenant-Commander  Bamsay,  XT.  S.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla. 

U.  8.  8.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  29,  ISfii. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant,  this  vessel,  in  company  with  the  fleet,  engaged 
the  enemy's  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

For  casualties  1  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  surgeon's  rei^rt,  for- 
warded on  the  27th  instant. 
The  vessel  was  not  injured. 

Having  expended  all  the  ammunition  on  the  25th  instant,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  all  the  boats  of  this  vessel  were  sent  to  assist  in  landing 
the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Bams  at, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  ISqtiadron. 


Report  of  Ueatenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla,  trana- 

mitting  luxgeon't  report 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  27, 18(IA. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon's  report  of 
casualties  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

Acting  Ensign  Field  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Ticonderoga. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Bamsay, 
Lieutenant' Commander,  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[Enolosore.] 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  the  24th 
instant  Acting  Ensign  William  Field  was  struck  in  the  right  lumbar 
region  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  caused  a  slight  contused  wound. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Daniel  0.  Burleigh, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  Unadilla. 


Report  of  Uentenant-Cfommander  Ramsay,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  UnadiUa,  in 
reiponie  to  Genend  Order  Ho.  76. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75. 
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In  tbe  engagements  of  the  24tli  and  25tb  iuBtaut,  with  Fort  Fisher, 
tbis  vessel  fired  122  Xl-incb  shells,  6  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  1(K)  20.pounder 
shells,  25  20x>oander  shrapnel,  and  4  20-ponnder  shot. 

Tbe  firing  from  tbe  vessels  engaged  w^as  tbe  most  accurate  that  I 
have  ever  seen,  and  was  so  heavy  that  on  the  25tb  tbe  rebels  did  not 
approach  tbe  **  seventeen  guns  protected  by  traverses,"  spoken  of  by 
General  Butler. 

Tbe  response  from  the  fort  was  very  feeble,  and  particularly  so  on 
tbe  25tb.  Tbe  only  gun  I  saw  rired  on  that  day  on  tbe  nortbeastern 
face  of  the  fort,  tbe  side  on  which  tbe  '-seventeen  guns''  were,  was  a 
casemate  gun,  which  did  not  bear  up  the  beach,  and  it  was  fired  very 
irregularly. 

In  my  opinion,  bad  the  troops  been  landed  early  on  tbe  morning  of 
the  25th,  and  any  attempt  been  made  by  them  to  take  tbe  fort,  it  would 
have  been  ours  before  sunset.  At  1  p.  m.  the  condition  of  tbe  fort  was 
such,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  that  it  was  only  necessary  for  troops  to 
march  in  and  take  possession. 

After  tbe  ammunition  of  this  vessel,  for  tbe  heavy  guns,  bad  been 
expended,  all  tbe  boats  were  sent  to  assist  in  landing  the  troops. 

At  5  p.  m.  tbe  boats  returned  and  the  officers  in  charge  of  tbem 
reported  to  me  that  they  ha<l  been  told  by  a  general  to  return,  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  land  more  troops  that  evening.  Tbe  last  load  of  troops 
taken  on  shore  by  tbe  launch  was  ordered  back  to  tbe  transport. 

1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  General  But- 
ler's (H)mmunication  to  you  in  wbich  be  speaks  of  "having  captured 
Flag  Pond  Hill  battery." 

Flag  Pond  Hill  battery  was  captured  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the  gnn- 
boat  next  ahead  of  tbis  vessel. 

The  troops  were  not  near  tbe  battery  at  tbe  time  it  surrendered,  and 
bad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  its  capture. 

This  vessel  was  close  to  tbe  battery  and  the  whole  aftair  was  wit- 
nessed by  tbe  officers  and  crew,  who  gave  three  cheers  as  the  boat's 
crew  took  possession,  and  raised  tbe  United  States  flag. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  tbe  enclosed  statements  in 
regard  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank   M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  I^orth  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[EncloennM.] 

U.  S.  8.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  31, 1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  tbe  following 
report  in  regard  to  tbe  capture  of  Flag  l^ond  battery: 

Between  tbe  hours  of  2  and  3  p.  m.,  December  25,  1864,  while  tbe 
troops  were  landing  and  forming  a  line  of  battle,  I  saw  a  white  flag 
Hying  on  the  battery,  and  at  the  same  time  a  boat  from  one  of  our  navy 
steamers  pulling  toward  tbe  beach.  Tbe  boat  landed  abreast  of  the 
battery;  immediately  an  officer  with  a  part  of  the  boat's  crew,  with  a 
Union  flag,  advanced  rapidly  to  tbe  battery  and  planted  the  flag  on 
its  ramparts,  for  wbich  tbe  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  gave  three 
cheers.  Shortly  after  1  saw  our  men  with  some  of  tbe  prisoners  march- 
ing from  the  battery  to  tbe  boat,  embark,  and  pull  to  one  of  our  aav^ 
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steamers.    Dariug  the  march  to  the  boat  and  the  embarkation  the 
array  skirmishers  came  up  to  the  battery, 
liespectfully  submitted. 

Ghas.  Wiedenbein, 

Acting  Ensign, 
Lieutenant-Oommander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Unadilla. 

U.  8.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  6\,  December  31  j  1864. 
Seb:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  surrender  and  occupation  of  the  small  work  known  as  Flag  Pond 
battery,  on  the  beach,  to  the  northwurd  of  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  af^rnooii 
of  the  25th  instant: 

Flag  Pond  battery  was  occupied,  and  the  American  flag  placed  on 
it  by  a  boat's  crew  from  one  of  the  naval  vessels,  and  the  garrison 
marched  out  as  prisoners  before  the  skirmishers  in  advance  of  General 
Butler's  army  reached  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  Oullaton, 
Acting  Ensign j  U.  S.  Navy,  U,  8,  8.  Un<idilla. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Bamsat, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8.  Unadilla. 

U.  8.  8.  Unadilla, 
Beavfort,  N.  C,  December  31,  1864. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery, 
so-called  : 

Our  ship  having  been  withdrawn  from  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher,  was,  with  several  other  gunboats,  engaged  in  covering  the  land- 
ing and  advance  of  the  troops  on  shore.  While  our  howitzer  division 
were  at  their  guns  and  throwing  shells  across  the  beach  I  observed  a 
movement  in  the  battery  referred  to  (which  had  hitherto  showti  no 
signs  of  being  occupied)  and  immediately  after  a  flag  was  raised  above 
the  battery,  which  was  decided  by  our  otticers  to  be  a  white  flag  and  a 
signal  of  surrender.  At  that  time  a  comparatively  small  number  of  our 
troops  had  reached  the  shore,  and  the  aidvance  guard  had  not  left  the 
vicinity  of  the  landing.  Some  ten  minutes  after  the  raising  of  the  flag 
on  the  battery  a  boat  left  the  gunboat  next  ahead  of  us  and  ])ulled  for 
the  shore  and,  on  arriving  there,  the  officer  in  charge  seized  the  boat's 
ensign,  ran  up  the  beach,  and  waving  the  flag  several  times,  planted  it 
upon  the  top  of  the  battery.  Our  ship's  company  then  gave  three 
cheers,  immediately  followed  by  three  more.  At  that  time  none  of  the 
troops  were  within  100  yards  of  the  battery,  although  a  small  num 
ber  had  been  moving  in  that  direction  while  the  boat  was  ])ulling  to 
the  shore.  As  soon  as  the  cheering  was  over  the  men  who  had 
occupied  the  battery  were  seen  coming  from  the  same  and  toward  the 
boat.  About  this  time  the  foremost  of  our  troops  came  up  and  the 
assemblage  became  mixed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  F.  Bee, 
Acting  First  AssisUmt  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navy. 

F.  M.  Bambay, 

Lieutenant' Com^mandcT^  Commanding. 
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Raport  of  Lieataiuuit-Comxiuuider  Braine,  TJ.  8.  Kayy,  oonmumding  V.  8.  8.  Peqnot 

XJ.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Off  New  Inlety  North  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  24, 18G4, 1  assamed 
the  station  assigned  me  with  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle  with  the  iron- 
clads of  your  fleet  and  stood  in  toward  Fort  Fisher,  mouth  of  Gape  Fear 
Kiver,  North  Carolina. 

At  1 :  10  p.  m.,  when  distant  about  2,000  yards,  I  opened  fire.  After 
firing  deliberately  at  from  1,700  to  2,000  yards  for  four  hours  with  150- 
pounder  rifle,  at  5 :  10  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  retired  with  the 
fleet. 

On  December  25, 1864,  at  9 :  40  a.  m.,  I  again  went  in  with  the  iron- 
clads to  the  attack,  and  at  1 1 :  20  a.  m.,  when  at  a  distance  of  1,700  yards, 
oi)ened  fire  and  continued  it  for  six  hours  at  distances  from  1,400  to 
1,800  yards.  When  night  came  on  1  received  orders  to  anchor  near  the 
shore  to  protect  our  troops.  I  anchored  in  4^  fathoms  water,  close  to 
the  beach,  distant  about  1^  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  and  remained  there. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant  I  shelled  the  woods  to  the  north- 
ward and  near  Fort  Fisher  to  protect  our  troops. 

This  morning  I  was  much  surprised  to  learn  the  troops  were  embark- 
ing and  the  expedition  had  been  withdrawn,  for  I  am  satisfied  had  the 
army  cooperating  done  as  much  as  the  navy,  or  even  attempted  it,  Fort 
Fisher  would  now  be  in  our  possession. 

I  add  a  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

150-pounder  rifle : 

16-poand  charges 115 

Percussiou  shell 97 

Time  shell 14 

Shrapnel 4 

30-poander  rifle: 

3|-ponnd  charges 117 

Percussion  shell 75 

Shrapnel 30 

Solid  shot 12 

32-pounder : 

4i-ponnd  charges 184 

5-8econd  shell 8 

10-second  shell 120 

15-8ecoud  shell 40 

Solid  shot 16 

24-poander  howitzer : 

Charges  fixe<l  ammunition 26 

12-pounder  rifle  howitzer: 

1-ponnd  charges 6 

Percussion  shell 6 

Charges  fixed  ammunition 11 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Cominander. 


284        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Additional  report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommandlng  U.  B.  8.  Pequot, 
in  refponie  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  8.  8.  Pequot, 
Beaufortj  N.  C,  January  :/,  18f)5. 
Sir:  I  have  already  reported,  under  date  of  December  27, 18G4,  the 
part  the  U.  8.  8.  Pequot  took  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th 
and  25th  December.  I  beg  leave  to  add  farther:  On  the  evening  of 
December  25  1  looked  upon  Fort  Fisher  as  being  very  badly  damaged 
and  shaken  beyond  the  enemy's  power  to  repair  for  many  months.  The 
northerly  face,  \x\\ovl  which  our  fire,  with  the  other  gunboats  and  iron- 
clads, was  directed,  was  torn  badly  and  a  number  of  guns  dismounted 
and  burst.    I  believe  all  the  storehouses  and  quarters  were  burned. 

The  enemy  returned  our  heavy  fire  very  weakly  and  slowly.  As 
evidence  of  their  having  retired  to  secure  places  or  being  much  disabled, 
our  skirmishers  advanced  up  nearly  to  the  works  without,  as  I  could 
see,  any  sign  of  an  attemjit  to  resist  them  by  musketry  or  otherwise. 
The  enemy  were  evidently  held  to  their  retreats  and  dismayed  by  the 
intensity  and  accuracy  of  the  naval  firing,  and  a  gallant  dash  of  2,0()0of 
our  soldiers  would  have  won  a  victory  laid  fairly  at  the  feet  of  the  army 
by  the  naval  fieet  under  your  command. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Uentenant4)Sommander  Watmongh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  ir^iiiM, 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  31, 1864. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  vessel  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  against 
Fort  Fisher: 

Our  position  was  along  the  beach  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher, 
and  distant  from  the  fort  from  1,900  to  2,300  yards.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck,  nor  any  accident  incurred  other  than  the  fracture  of  the  100- 
pounder,  careful  and  repeated  impressions  of  the  vent  showing  this  fact. 
The  fleet  once  in  position,  the  fire  from  the  fort  was  almost  entirely 
suppressed  even  with  the  most  deliberate  and  limited  lire  from  the  fleet. 
It  was  evident  to  all  that  the  rapid  firing  from  three  or  four  of  the 
frigates,  permitted  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  afternoon  of  second  day, 
did  make  it  impossible  for  the  garrison  to  ofl'er  the  least  resistance  to 
the  approach  of  an  assaulting  column.  I  witnessed  the  advance  of  the 
skirmishers'  line  of  the  land  forces  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day, 
and  estimated  that  they  were  within  500  yards  of  the  fort,  and  unmo- 
lested at  that  point.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  army  could  have 
gained  a  footing  on  the  parapet  at  that  time  Two  or  three  explosions 
occurred  inside  of  Fort  Fisher  and  heavy  fires,  probably  the  quarters. 
I  think  three  or  four  guns  were  dismounted  on  the  northern  parapet, 
and  from  the  fire  of  the  ironclads  am  certain  a  number  must  have  been 
disabled. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Bear-Admira}  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqiuidrcm. 
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Report  of  lieatenant-Ckimmaiider  Watmongh,  V.  S.  Navy,  eommanding  V.  S.  S.  Kama?,  of 

amnmnitioii  expended. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  BLansas, 
Beaufortj  y.  C,  December  31, 1864, 
Sir:  I  snbmit  the  following  report  of  ammauition  expended  on  the 
24th  and  2r>th  instant  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

lOO-pounder  Title: 

Percussion  shell 70 

Shrapnel  shell 51 

5-seconil  shell 21 

lO-seoond  shell 13 

Solid  shot 1 

20-poander : 

Percussion  shell 35 

Solid  shot 45 

30-poander: 

Percussion  shell 32 

Shrapnel  shell 15 

5-second  shell 16 

10-second  shell 8 

15-8econd  shell 10 

20-second  shell 7 

Solid  shot 15 

IX-inch  Dahlgren : 

lOsecond  shell 68 

15-second  shell 32 

Empty  shell 38 

12-pounder  howitzer: 

Percussion  shell 85 

Solid  shot  20 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Q.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 
Lieutenant-Ooinniauder  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Ordnance  Officer,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  lientenant^ommander  Temple,  V,  B.  Kavy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Pontoosuo. 

XJ.  S.  S.  PONTOOSUO, 
OffNeic  InUt,  December  28,  1804. 

Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  0|)eration8  of  this 
vessel  in  the  attack  upon  the  rebel  works  at  the  mouth  of  Oape  Fear 
Biver,  from  December  24  to  27,  inclusive. 

At  11  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  after  some  previous  maneuvering,  we  got 
under  way  in  company  with  the  fleet  and  stood  in  (with  everything 
ready  for  action)  in  the  wake  of  the  four  ironclads,  until  Fort  Fisher 
bore  S.W.  by  8.,  when  we  opened  fire  at  1 :  06  p.  m.  with  the  100-pounder 
Parrott  rifles,  at  long  range,  and  gradually  closed  in  toward  the  i)osi- 
tion  occu])ied  by  the  sternmost  monitor,  from  whence  the  IX-inch  guns 
became  effective,  at  a  range  of  about  1,500  yards.  At  1 :  IG  the  enemy 
fired  their  first  gun,  the  Ironsides  having  commenced  the  action  at 
12: 50,  which  soon  became  general  along  the  whole  line,  as  the  various 
ships  came  into  ]>osition.  After  having  carefully  ascertained  our  range, 
the  guns  of  this  vessel  were  kept  constantly  and  rapidly  ])laying  upon 
the  enemy's  works  until  the  fieet  hauled  off,  at  about  5: 30  p.  m.  Our 
firing,  so  far  as  it  could  be  distinguished  from  that  of  other  vessels, 
seemed  to  be  accurate  and  effective;  particular  embrasures  being 
selected  for  targets,  and  shells  being  seen  to  strike  and  explode  at  the 
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X>oiiit8  indicated.  We  fired  during  the  action  120  shells  from  the 
IX-inch  guns  and  92  from  the  100-pounder  rifles.  At  2:35  this  vessel 
was  struck  just  abaft  the  starboard  paddle  box  by  an  elongated  (prob- 
ably percussion)  shell  from  a  6^-inch  rifled  gun,  which  projectile  passed 
through  the  side  of  the  ship,  wounding  a  hanging  knee  and  barely 
clearing  the  main  condenser  of  the  engine;  through  the  iron  bulkhead 
of  the  engine  room  and  the  starboard  steerage  and  mess  lockers; 
through  the  berth  deck,  cutting  a  beam  entirely  in  two,  and  into  the 
paymaster's  store  room,  where  it  exploded,  close  to  the  bulkhead  of  the 
shell  room,  on  striking  the  skin  of  the  ship,  and  set  the  vessel  on  fire. 
The  fire  was  soon  extinguished,  however:  not  much  damage  was  done, 
and  nobody  was  hurt,  several  other  shot  struck  near  enough  to  splash 
the  water  on  deck,  and  others  passed  over  us;  but  none  other  hit  the 
vessel.  The  lower  plates  of  l)oth  elevating  screws  (new  pattern)  to  the 
100-ponnders  were  torn  loose  from  the  rear  transom  by  the  breaking  of 
their  bolts  in  the  first  four  discharges,  but  they  were  lashed  securely 
in  place,  and  performed  very  well  during  the  rest  of  the  action.  The 
gig,  launch,  and  both  cutters  were  badly  shattered  by  the  concussion 
of  the  IX-inch  guns,  fired  beneath  them,  although  they  were  6  feet 
above  the  muzzles.  Many  of  the  lOOpounder  projectiles  "wabbled'* 
and  some  of  them  "tumbled;"  but  a  more  liberal  use  of  "slush"  upon 
them  seemed  to  correct  this  in  a  great  measure. 

We  were  employcnl  during  all  that  night  and  until  10  a.  m.  the  next 
day  in  filling  and  fuzing  additional  shells,  having  nearly  expended  all 
that  had  been  prepared. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  of  the  25th  we  got  underway  with  the  fleet  and  pro- 
ceeded, in  company  with  the  Iosco  and  several  other  gunboats,  oflf  the 
bar,  where  we  opened  a  deliberate  fire  at  12: 55  from  the  100- pounder 
rifles  at  long  range,  and  continued  the  practire  until  2:30  p.  m.,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  haul  off  and  send  the  boats  in  to  remove  torpedoes 
from  tho  channel.  We  expended  46  rifle  shdls  during  this  day's 
engagement,  many  of  which  were  plainly  distinguished  to  fall  within 
the  enemy's  works ;  and  meantime  the  batteries  on  shore  made  some  good 
practice  at  us,  dropping  their  shot  quite  near,  but  not  hitting  the  ves- 
sel. The  boats  returned  at  4  p.  m.,  and  the  gunboats  steamed  up  the 
coast  to  where  the  troops  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  been  disembarked 
and  anchored  for  the  night.  At  i)  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  send  all 
boats  to  the  beach  to  assist  in  reembarking  the  troops;  but  on  starting 
they  were  found  to  leak  so  badly  as  to  be  unserviceable,  and  returned. 

We  were  employed  all  the  next  day,  the  20th,  in  repairing  the  boats, 
and  just  after  sunset  were  sent  in  to  within  about  600  yards  of  the 
beach  (on  the  right  of  our  troops,  who,  owing  to  the  surf,  had  not 
succeeded  in  getting  on  board  their  vessels)  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing them  with  ])rovisions,  protecting  them  from  the  enemy,  and  boating 
them  off  to  their  transports.  On  anchoring,  we  received  two  messages 
from  the  army  authorities,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  massing  large 
forces  on  the  right  and  front  of  our  troops,  and  that  a  momentary 
attack  was  expected.  As  we  had  taken  up  our  position  after  dark, 
and  had  therefore  been  unable  to  get  the  bearing  and  distance  of  our 
own  troops,  we  reniained  at  the  guns  all  night  without  firing,  waiting 
for  the  attack  to  commence,  that  we  might  know  where  to  aim ;  but  no 
attack  was  made  and  no  sign  of  an  enemy  seen  from  this  vessel. 

At  daylight  of  the  27th  our  three  boats  were  dispatched  to  the  beach 
with  provisions,  and  with  the  means  prepared  for  sending  them  through 
the  surf  to  the  troops  on  shore,  but  the  provisions  were  declined  and 
returned,  and  the  boats  remained  until  noon,  taking  the  troops  off*  to 
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tbeir  vessels.  At  1  p.  m.,  when  the  last  mau  bad  been  reembarked 
and  the  last  transport  was  underway  and  standing  out,  we  also  got 
underway  and  anchored  with  the  fleet  in  the  offing,  without  having 
seen  a  single  rebel  soldier,  although  another  message  bad  been  received 
at  10:30  a.  in.  that  the  enemy  was  "massing"  for  an  attack. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  admirably  throughout 
the  whole  four  days,  and  performed  their  duties  at  the  guns  and  else- 
where with  most  commendable  coolness  and  precision,  more  particularly 
in  view  of  the  short  time  (only  ten  days)  that  they  had  been  on  board 
and  under  drill,  but  where  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  be  invidious 
to  particularize  any  one. 
Bespectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Tbmplk, 

Lieutenant' Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  XJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


B«port  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  trammittiiig  memoraiidaiii  of  informatioii  obtained 

fttmi  a  deeerter. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort^  N.  (7.,  January  7,  1805. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  received  from  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Temple,  containing  interesting  matter  relating  to  Fort 
FiHher.    It  is  important  as  a  matter  of  history,  and  tells  the  whole 
story. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Mear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 

[Enoloeare.J 

XJ.  S.  S.  PONTOOSUO, 
Off  New  Inletj  January  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  may  be  of  assistance  to  you  to  receive  (together  with  the 
six  rebel  deserters  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  this  date)  the  following 
memorandum  of  information  elicited  from  one  of  their  number — Cor- 
X>oral  Thomas  Lawley,  of  marines. 

He  says  he  was  stationed,  both  during  and  since  the  bombardment, 
in  naval  battery  Buchanan,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chapman  and 
situated  near  the  Mound ;  that  there  were  between  500  and  600  men  in 
the  forts  on  the  two  days  of  the  attack,  and  no  troops  in  Wilmington 
or  its  vicinity  to  reinforce  them;  that  the  fire  from  the  fleet  was  so 
fierce  as  to  drive  the  rebels  from  their  guns  and  into  the  bombproofs, 
throughout  the  greater  portion  of  their  works,  soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action ;  that  two  of  their  Brooke  guns  burst,  killing 
and  wounding  some  25  men;  that  we  dismounted  8  of  their  guns, 
besides  wounding  several  other  of  their  carriages,  killing  13  men  and 
wounding  about  30;  that  General  Whiting  supposed  the  boats  which 
were  sent  in  to  the  bar  on  the  25th  to  be  a  storming  party  of 
seamen,  to  which  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  surrender;  that  the 
subsequent  rapid  bombardment,  at  sunset  of  the  same  day,  was  so  ter- 
rific that  when  our  troops  appeared  in  front  of  the  fort  imui^vs^^i^V^ 
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afterwards,  Hie  garrison  only  awaited  their  assault  to  surreTider  with 
out  resistance;  that  tiiey  could  not  imagine  why  the  attai'k  hail  been 
abandoned;  that  matters  remained  in  the  same  eondition  on  the  morn- 
iug  <d"  the  2*>th  and  throu|fhout  that  day;  that  we  conhl  easily  have 
possessed  ourselves  of  the  forts  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
(ieneral  Bra^g  arrived  at  Wilmington  with  <»,ooo  men  from  Lee's  army 
at  Tlichmoud;  that,  finding  our  troops  reem barking,  Bragg  decided  not 
to  molest  us,  and  sent  the  (i,0(Mj  men  tm  to  Charleston  to  reinforce  <  Jen* 
eral  Hardee;  thatdeneral  Whititig  retains  only  his  original  garrisoiK 
with  whom  he  is  busily  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and  getting  down 
four  other  guns  (being  all  that  he  can  get  hold  of)  from  Wilmington,  to 
replace  those  that  were  disabled;  that  the  wurks  are  stronger  against 
an  assault  on  the  land  side  than  on  the  sea  front;  that  there  are  no 
obstructions  in  tlie  channel  other  than  some  dozen  or  titteen  torpedoes, 
a  portion  of  which  were  put  down  a  week  ago.  He  further  states  that 
Wdliam  ¥.  Lynch  is  a*?ting  as  admiral  ot  the  station  and  lives  at 
Smith ville;  that  Kobert  F.  I'inkney  is  acting  as  commodore  of  the  star 
tion  arioat,  having  only  a  small  tug,  withont  any  considerable  arma- 
meat,  under  his  command;  that  the  ironclad  ram,ibrmerly  in  the  river, 
got  aground  and  burst  o]>en  ant!  was  dismantled  of  hc^r  engines  and 
her  armor,  and  that  the  TftUahttfigei'  put  to  sea  on  the  night  of  the  -2d 
or  2-ld  of  December,  with  thmi  tiUtS  to  soo  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  by 
way  of  tiie  Western  Bar  with  a  view  to  hriiiging  back  a  cargo  of  hard 
coal  sutli<aent  to  enable  not  only  herself  but  the  Vkh-lamaHfja  also  to 
put  to  sea  on  another  privateering  expedition.  He  assigns  as  a  reason 
for  his  desertion  a  long-cordiimed  and  growing  discontent  with  iiis  ofH 
cers,  his  treatment  and  fare,  and  I  he  cause  ibr  which  he  has  been 
tightiug. 

Respet'tfully, 

Wm.  G.  'Iemple, 
Lhutenant-  ( 'ommander. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Poiitee,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commnmling  North  Athuitie  Squadron, 


BapoTt  of  lientenazit'Commander  SelfHdge,  V,  S.  Havy^  oonmuusding  tJ.  &.  S.  Hurozu 

U,  S.  8.  Huron, 

Off  Fort  Fifiher,  December  Ji>S,  \18(p4]. 
Sir-.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6:. HO  a.  m.  December  24,  io 
obedience  to  signal,  formetl  line  of  battle  with  the  iroticlads  and  stood 
in  ff>r  Fort  Fis lier. 

At  3  p.  lu.  opened  Are  from  the  Xldnch  and  SOpoiinder  Parrott,  and 
continued  till  sundown,  when  all  my  fuzes  suitable  for  the  range  being 
expended,  1  hauled  out. 

At  IJ  a.  m,  Sunday,  December  L*.%  took  positiotj  in  line  and  stood  in 
for  Fort  Fisher,  Took  i>osition  tdose  to  the  monitors  and  o|H'ne<l  tire 
at  1,400  yards  distani-e,  Directed  fire  principally  at  northeast  bastion 
of  the  tVirt,  Hauled  oft'  at  2  p,  m.,  having  expanded  all  our  ammunition. 
From  my  proxinnty  to  the  Unt  I  could  see  that  it  was  much  damaged 
by  onr  lire;  several  of  the  guns  dismounted. 
I  have  no  easnalties  to  repirt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IHOS.  (>.  ISelfridge, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 
BftapAdmiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Cmumanding  North  Ailmitic  Squadron, 


i 


to 
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z^  Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Huron. 

^  December  J23, 1864.— Lientensknt-Commandev  Thomas  O.  Selfridge  in 
■^imimand.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  signaletl  the  JTtiron.  At  4:55 
^t  underway  and  took  position  close  to  the  Ironsides. 
^December  24, — At  1:45  a.  m.  a  great  explosion.  At  G:30  got  under- 
buy and  took  position  in  line.  At  7 :  20  fleet  steaming  toward  the  shore. 
4t  11,  in  obedience  to  signal,  got  underway  and  stood  toward  Fort 
i/iaher.  At  5  p.  m.  we  hauled  off,  being  out  of  fuzes  for  X I-inch.  Fired 
ill  rounds  from  Xl-inch  and  62  rounds  from  30-pounder  Parrott.  From 
fifo*  1  howitzer,  2  rounds,  and  from  No.  2  howitzer,  2  rounds.  At  10 
m.  the  captain  came  on  board  with  50  15second  fuzes  from  the  flag- 


lip. 
ibece 


cember  25. — At  9  a.  m.  the  flagship  made  general  signal.  At  9:16 
wyt  underway  and  took  our  position.  At  10:45  first  shot  fired  by  the 
WtWMides.  At  11  wo  opened  on  the  enemy.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.  hauled  out  of 
Mtion,  having  fired  61  rounds  from  the  Xl-inch,  21  rounds  from  the 
w-pounder  Parrott,  2  rounds  from  Ko.  1  howitzer,  and  2  rounds  from 
nd.  2  howitzer.  At  4  p.  m.  got  out  the  launch  and  first  and  second 
ratters,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  Andrew  McCleary,  Bobert  Shep- 
pard,  and  S.  H.  Maunder,  and  commenced  landing  troops.  At  6  the 
boats  commenced  to  recmbark  troops.  At  1 1 :  35  first  and  second  cutters 
returned.    Sent  second  cutter  away  in  search  of  the  launch. 

December  26. — At  2  a.  m.  the*launch  and  second  cutter  returned; 
book  them  on  board  and  secured  them ;  got  underway  and  stood  offshore. 
kX,  1:45  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  stood  toward  the  fort,  fired  a  few  rounds, 
ind  retired ;  came  to  anchor  with  the  fleet.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  heavy 
llring  from  the  fleet  to  the  westward. 


Report  of  Commander  HoweU,  V.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Kerens. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Nkbeus, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  6\,  December  25, 1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  opened  fire  on 
Port  Fisher  at  10:45  a.  m.  in  3  fathoms  of  water  and  at  the  distance  of 
[estimated)  1,800  yards.  At  12:40  ]>.  m.  was  ordered  to  anchor  off  a 
small  mound.  Anchored  head  and  stern  in  4^  fathoms,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  mound  and  woods.  At  2 :  15  p.  m.  the  men  in  the  mound  waved 
a  white  flag.  Sent  a  boat  and  assisted  in  transferring  the  prisoners  to 
the  Santiago  fie  Cuba.  Sent  five  boats  to  transport  troops  on  shore. 
The  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Rushmore,  was  badly 
injured  by  the  surf,  and  while  moored  astern  of  an  army  transport  for 
the  night,  broke  adrift. 

The  last  trip  made  by  Mr.  Knshmore  was  at  12  o'clock  (midnight), 
and  his  boat  had  been  three  times  swamped;  he  and  the  men  worn  out. 
The  launch,  Acting  Master  Haines,  is  still  absent. 

We  fired  from  this  vessel  yesterday  27  60-pounder  shells,  69  30- 
pounder  shells,  6S  32  pounder  shells.    The  60  pounder  Parrott,  a  new 
gun  in  the  service,  i)erformed  admirably.    Not  a  single  projectile  turned 
over. 
I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties.    Officers  and  men  did  their  duty. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Howell, 

Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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afterwards,  the  gairison  only  awaited  their  assault  to  surrender  with 
out  resistance;  that  they  could  not  imagine  why  the  attack  had  been 
abandoned;  that  matters  remained  in  the  same  condition  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th  and  throughout  that  day;  that  we  could  easily  have 
possessed  ourselves  of  the  forts  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
General  Bragg  arrived  at  Wilmington  with  (),(KK)  men  from  Lee's  army 
at  Richmond;  that,  finding  our  troops  reem barking,  Bragg  decided  not 
to  molest  UH,  and  sent  the  (>,(KMi  men  on  to  Charleston  to  reinforce  (ilen- 
eral  Hardee;  that  General  Whiting  retains  only  his  original  garrison, 
with  whom  he  is  busily  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and  getting  down 
four  other  guns  (being  all  that  he  can  get  hold  of)  from  Wilmington,  to 
replace  those  that  were  disabled;  that  the  works  are  stronger  against 
an  assault  on  the  land  side  than  on  the  sea  front;  that  there  are  no 
obstructions  in  the  channel  other  than  some  dozen  or  fifteen  torpedoes, 
a  portion  of  which  were  put  down  a  week  ago.  He  further  states  that 
William  F.  Lynch  is  acting  as  admiral  of  the  station  and  lives  at 
Smith ville;  that  Kobert  F.  Pinkney  is  acting  as  commodore  of  the  sta- 
tion afloat,  having  only  a  small  tug,  without  any  considerable  arma- 
ment, under  his  command;  that  the  ironclad  ram,  formerly  in  the  river, 
got  aground  and  burst  open  and  was  dismantled  of  her  engines  and 
her  armor,  and  that  the  Tallahassee  put  to  sea  on  the  night  of  the  22d 
or  23d  of  December,  with  from  600  to  800  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  by 
way  of  the  Western  Bar  with  a  view  to  bringing  back  a  cargo  of  hard 
coal  sufficient  to  enable  not  only  herself  but  the  Chickamauga  also  to 
put  to  sea  on  another  privateering  expedition.  He  assigns  as  a  reason 
for  his  desertion  a  long-continued  and  growing  discontent  with  his  offi 
cers,  his  treatment  and  fare,  and  the  cause  for  which  he  has  been 
fighting. 

Kespectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 
lAeutenant-  Commander. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porteb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlmitic  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Selftidge,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  S.  B.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 
Of  Fort  Fisher,  Decemher  i>S,  \  Wfii]. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6:30  a.  m.  December  24,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  ironclads  and  stood 
in  for  Fort  Fisher. 

At  3  p.  m.  opened  fire  from  the  Xl-inch  and  30-pounder  Parrott,  and 
continued  till  snndown,  when  all  my  fuzes  suitable  for  the  range  being 
expended,  I  hauled  out. 

At  9  a.  m.  Sunday,  December  25,  took  position  in  line  and  stood  in 
for  Fort  Fisher.  Took  position  close  to  the  monitors  and  opened  fire 
at  1,400  yards  distance.  Directed  fire  principally  at  northeast  bastion 
of  the  fort.  Hauled  oflf  at  2  p.  m.,  having  expended  all  our  ammunition. 
From  my  proximity  t^)  the  fort  I  could  see  that  it  was  much  damaged 
by  our  fire;  several  of  the  guns  dismounted. 
I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s(»rvant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  Commander, 
Bear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  AWanXxi^  SquoArou. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Hnron. 

December  J23^  1864. — Lieatenant-Commauder  Thomas  O.  Selfridge  in 
command.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  signaled  the  J^i^ron.  At  4:55 
got  underway  and  took  position  close  to  the  Ironsides, 

December  24, — At  1 :45  a.  m.  a  great  explosion.  At  G  :30  got  under- 
way and  took  position  in  line.  At  7 :  20  fleet  steaming  toward  the  shore. 
At  11,  in  obedience  to  signal,  got  underwny  and  stood  toward  Fort 
Fisher.  At  5  p.  m.  we  hauled  off,  being  out  of  fuzes  for  X  I-inch.  Fired 
56  rounds  from  Xl-inch  and  62  rounds  from  30-pounder  Parrott.  From 
No.  1  howitzer,  2  rounds,  and  from  No.  2  howitzer,  2  rounds.  At  10 
p.  m.  the  captain  came  on  board  with  50  15second  fuzes  from  the  flag- 
ship. 

December  25, — At  9  a.  m.  the  flagship  made  general  signal.  At  9:16 
got  underway  and  took  our  position.  At  10:46  first  shot  fired  by  the 
Ironsides.  At  11  we  opened  on  the  enemy.  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  hauled  out  of 
action,  having  fired  61  rounds  from  the  Xl-inch,  21  rounds  from  the 
30x>oander  Parrott,  2  rounds  from  No.  1  howitzer,  and  2  rounds  from 
No.  2  howitzer.  At  4  p.  m.  got  out  the  launch  and  first  and  second 
cutters,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  Andrew  McCleary,  Eobert  Shep- 

Eard,  and  S.  H.  Maunder,  and  commenced  landing  troops.    At  6  the 
oats  commenced  to  recmbark  troops.   At  1 1 :  35  first  and  second  cutters 
returned.    Sent  second  cutter  away  in  search  of  the  launch. 

December  26, — At  2  a.  m.  the*launch  and  second  cutter  returned; 
took  them  on  board  and  secured  them ;  got  underway  and  stood  offshore. 
At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  stood  toward  the  fort,  fired  a  few  rounds, 
and  retired;  came  to  anchor  with  the  fleet.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  heavy 
firing  from  the  fleet  to  the  westward. 


Report  of  Commander  HoweU,  U.  S.  Kavy,  oommaading  U.  S.  S.  Kerens. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 
Off  Wilmington^  N,  0.,  December  25j  1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher  at  10:45  a.  m,  in  3  fathoms  of  water  and  at  the  distance  of 
(estimated)  1,800  yards.  At  12:40  j).  m.  was  ordered  to  anchor  off  a 
small  mound.  Anchored  head  and  stern  in  4^  fathoms,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  mound  and  woods.  At  2:15  p.  m.  the  men  in  the  mound  waved 
a  white  flag.  Sent  a  boat  and  assisted  in  transferring  the  prisoners  to 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Sent  five  boats  to  transport  troops  on  shore. 
The  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Bushmore,  was  badly 
injured  by  the  surf,  and  while  moored  astern  of  an  army  transport  for 
the  night,  broke  adrift. 

The  last  trip  made  by  Mr.  Rnshmore  was  at  12  o'clock  (midnight), 
and  his  boat  had  been  three  times  swamped ;  he  and  the  men  worn  out. 
The  launch,  Acting  Master  Haines,  is  still  absent. 

We  fired  from  this  vessel  yesterday  27  60  pounder  shells,  69  30- 

ponnder  shells,  6S  32  pounder  shells.    The  60  pounder  Parrott,  a  new 

gun  in  the  service,  performed  admirably.    Not  a  single  projectile  turned 

over. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties.    OflBcers  and  men  did  their  duty. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Howell, 

Commander, 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

N  W  B — VOL  11 19 
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Additionml  report  of  ComnuuideT  Howell,  XJ.  B.  Navy,  oommanding  XS.  S.  B.  Kereu. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 
Beaufort^  N,  C,  January  3j  1865, 

Admiral:  This  veBsel  bavitig  l>eeu  ordered  to  support  the  ironclads 
daring  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  25th  day  of  December,  I  stood 
in  to  3  fathoms  water  and  at  \i'A)S  a.  ni.  opened  lire. 

At  12 :  40  p.  ni.  was  ordered  to  shell  the  woods.  At  1 :  12  p.  m.  ordered 
to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  2: 15  p.  m.  Flag  Pond  battery,  at  which 
this  vessel  and  two  or  three  small  gunboats  had  been  firing  occasionally, 
surrendered  to  the  navy.  There  was  no  gun  in  the  battery;  some  Go 
or  70  prisoners  were  taken.  At  9 :  45  one  of  the  Nereun^tf  boats  retui-ned, 
the  officer  stating  that  he  had  been  employed  embarking  troops. 

December  20, — Heavy  sea  on.  But  one  boat,  and  that  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  E.  L.  Haines,  of  this  vessel,  got  off  during  the  day. 
Engaged  shelling  woods  during  the  day  and  night. 

December  27. — Boats  and  men  employed  in  embarking  troops;  shell- 
ing woods.  At  about  12  nu  General  Curtis  and  two  officers  visited  this 
ship.  Genera]  Curtis  desired  to  express  his  acknowledgments  to  Act- 
ing Master  E.  L.  Haines  and  Ensign  G.  M.  Smith  and  the  boats'  crews 
of  the  Kerens  for  courage  and  perseverance  in  getting  off  his  command. 
He  informed  me  that  if  he  had  not  been  ordered  back,  and  had  been 
supported  by  the  troops  on  shore,  he  could,  in  his  opinion,  have  carried 
Fort  Fisher.  From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gain  on  the 
subject,  I  think  he  was  correct  in  his  views. 

There  was  no  exception  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  officers  and  men. 

I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Mullan  for  intelligent  services. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Howell, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poeteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadrotij  Beaufort,  N.  (\ 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  B.  Navy,  transmitting  reporU  regarding  the  feeling  in  the 

army. 

NoBTH  Atlantic  Squaueon, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Off  Neic  Inlet,  Dcccmhrr  i^S,  1864. 
Slb  :  To  show  the  feeling  in  the  army,  1  enclos(»  statements  of  some 
of  the  offi(;ers  of  the  NereuSy  in  relation  to  the  giving  up  of  the  expedi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  land  forces. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  W<ishington,  J>.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nbbeits,  December  ;J7,  180 i. 
SiB:  A  wounded  colonel,  whom  I  brought  off*  from  shore  in  one  of 
my  boats,  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  at  having  been  ordered  oil', 
saying  that  he  was  convinced  that  if  permitted  to  go  in  the  land  forces 
would  have  undoubtedly  captured  the  fort. 

William  Rush  more, 
Acting  Masterh  Mate,  U.  8.  8.  Ncreus, 
[Commander  John  C.  Eowell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nerem.] 
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XJ.  8.  8.  Nebkus, 
Off  Neic  Tnlet^  North  Carolina,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir:  While  ashore  assisting  in  embarking  the  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  I  heard  that  officer 
remark  that  had  he  been  properly  su]>ported  and  timely  reinforced 
Fort  Fisher  would  have  been  in  our  possession  on  the  night  of  the 
25th  instant. 

The  remark  and  the  fact  were  of  universal  comment  by  army  officers 
ashore. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo,  M.  Smith, 
Acting  Ensign^  U.  iS.  Navy. 
Commander  Jno.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 


U.  8.  S.  Nereus, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina,  December  ^6',  1864. 
While  on  shore  assisting  General  Curtis  to  reembark  his  command 
General  Curtis  told  me  that  he  could  have  taken  Fort  Fisher  if  he  had 
been  supported  by  the  other  troops;  also  I  was  infoimed  the  same  by 
several  other  officers  of  his  command.  General  Curtis  was  near  enough 
to  Fort  Fisher  to  capture  the  rebel  flag  on  it;  also  a  horse. 

Edward  L.  Haines, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy^  U.  8.  8.  Nereun. 
Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Nereus, 


U.  8.  8.  Nereus, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  J27,  1864. 
Sir:  While  ashore  on  Federal  Point,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 
assisting  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  U.  8.  Army,  to  reembark  his  com- 
mand, I  was  informed  by  him  that  he  was  near  enough  to  Fort  Fisher 
to  capture  a  rebel  flag  and  a  horse,  and  that  if  he  had  been  reinforced 
when  he  requested  he  could  have  captured  Fort  Fisher. 
This  statement  was  also  made  by  other  officers  of  his  command. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  L.  Haines, 
Acting  Master,  U,  8.  Navy,  U.  8.  8.  Nereus. 
Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nereus. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Koreas. 

December  22,  1864. — At  8  a.  m.  sent  to  ironclad  8augus  and  received 
11-inch  hawser  for  the  ])urpose  of  towing.  At  11  a.  m.  called  all  hands 
up  anchor,  got  underway,  and  stood  down  to  Hampton  Koads  in  charge 
of  pilot.  At  1 2 :  30  p.  m.  the  8augus  made  signal  to  go  ahead  fast.  At 
3:30  took  departure.  Cape  Henry  light  bearing  W.,  distant  about  4 
miles. 

December  24. — At  4: 20  p.  m.  stopped  the  engine  and  brought  ship  to 
anchor.  Ca])tain  Howell  left  the  ship  and  went  on  board  the  8atcgus. 
Cleared  ship  for  action. 
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December  25. — At  6  a.  m.  called  all  baiul»  up  aucbor.  At  0:40  got 
underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  fleet.  At  7 :  25  came  to  anchor  with 
16  fathoms  of  starboard  chain.  At  9 :  30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  cleared 
ship  for  action.  At  10  gunboats  to  the  northward  began  shelling  the 
woods.  At  10:32  the  monitors,  Iransidetfj  and  several  small  gunboats 
opened  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  10: 45  pivoted  spar  deck  guns  to  port 
and  at  11 :  08  opened  fire  with  rifled  guns,  firing  lO-second  shell,  elevation 
1,800 yards.  At  11 :  46  opened  with  main-deck  battery.  At  12 :  40  passed 
within  hail  of  the  flagship;  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  shell 
woods  to  northward.  Proceeded  to  station,  anchored,  and  began  shell- 
ing the  woods.  At  1 :  12  p.  m.  a  tug  came  within  hail  with  orders  from 
the  admiral  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  Ceased  firing,  got  underway, 
stood  near  transports,  and  came  to.  Sent  launch,  whaleboat,  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  cutters  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Haines.  At  2: 15  a 
flag  of  truce  was  seen  over  a  mound  on  shore.  The  Banshee  being  near- 
est the  beach,  sent  a  boat  on  shore,  when  a  company  of  tt:e  Forty-second 
North  Carolina  troops  surrendered.  Sent  gig  on  shore  to  ofl'er  assist- 
ance. Prisoners  were  taken  on  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  3:40  our 
troops  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods.  Got  underway 
and  stood  up  the  beach  to  cover  troops.  Came  to,  head  and  stern,  and 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  an  explosion  took  place 
in  Fort  Fisher.  At  7: 50  was  informed  that  the  enemy  in  large  bodies 
were  marching  toward  the  beach.  Continued  shelling  the  woods.  At 
7 :  45,  the  wind  freshening,  got  underway  and  stood  ofl'  from  beach  and 
came  to  anchor  with  port  anchor  in  5  fathoms  water,  veered  to  15 
fathoms  chain.  Whaleboat,  first  and  second  cutters  returned  to  the 
ship.  Expended  the  following  projectiles  during  to-day's  fighting:  52 
60-pounder  shell;  107 30-pounder  shell;  93 30pounder  shell. 

December  26. — At  1:10  a.  m.  heavy  musketry  firing  heard  on  the 
beach.  At  3:20  monitors  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  8:46  got 
underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  beach.  At  9: 10  came  to  with  port 
anchor  in  5  fathoms.  Went  to  (]uarters  and  commcncinl  shelling  the 
woods.  Master's  Mate  Rushmore  returned  to  the  ship  with  third  cut 
ter's  crew  and  reported  having  lost  his  boat,  it  having  broken  adrift 
from  a  transport.  Boat  was  damaged  in  embarking  troops.  Kept  up  a 
slow  fire  into  the  woods.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Haines  returned 
and  reported  launch  having  been  lost  while  reembarking  troops.  At 
3  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Haines  and  Acting  Ensign  Smith  volunteered 
to  General  Curtis  with  4  seamen  to  reembark  his  command  and  left  the 
ship  for  that  purpose.  At  5: 15  p.  m.  the  Rhode  Island  passed  within 
hail  with  orders  from  the  admiral  to  keep  up  the  fire  into  the  woods. 
At  5:40  renewed  the  fire.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Keeping  up  the  fire 
directed  into  the  woods,  firing  at  short  intervals.  From  8  to  midnight: 
Crew  at  quarters  and  firing  at  short  intervals  into  the  woods  to  the 
northward  of  our  troops.    Other  vessels  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods. 

December  27, — From  midnight  to  8  a.  m.:  Crew  at  quarters  shelling 
the  woods,  firing  at  short  intervals.  At  7:30  sent  two  boats  on  shore 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mates  Kushmore  and  S])encer  to  assist  in 
reembarking  troops.  Acting  Master  Haines  and  Acting  Ensign  Smith 
still  on  shore  rendering  assistance.  From  8  to  meridian:  Boats  on 
shore  assisting  in  reembarking  troops.  At  11 :  37  last  boat  left  the  beach 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Haines,  bringing  off  General  (^urtis  and 
staff. 

December  28, — At  10: 20  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Beaufort  Bar. 
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Beport  of  Commodoro  Thatcher,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  flnt  diviiion. 

U.  8.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C„  Decemher  27, 1864. 
Admiral:  I  respectfully  forward  the  followiDg  reports  of  casualties 
on  board  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  with  the 
Wilmington  forts: 

The  damage  which  we  sustained  was  comparatively  slight,  as  most 
of  the  enemy's  shot  passed  over  the  ship,  doing  no  other  damage  than 
carrying  away  and  stranding  our  rigging,  except  those  named  in  the 
surgeon's  and  carpenter's  reports. 
A  few  days'  work  will  repair  all  damage. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  action  of  the  25th  th .  forecastle  pivot  gun  (a 
150- pounder  Parrott)  was  discovered  to  have  burst,  but  it  was  detected 
in  season  to  prevent  any  accident  to  the  gun's  crew. 

Schenkle  projectiles  were  being  used  at  the  time  this  gun  was  dis- 
abled, and  not  Parrott. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  First  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 

[Enolosare.] 

t).  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  27, 1864. 
Admiral:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  24tb  instant,  as  reported  by  Surgeon 
James  McClelland,  U.  S.  Navy : 

Wounded. — Edmund  P.  Preble,  landsman,  slightly. 

On  the  eSih. 

Killed. — William  A.  Goodridge,  landsman. 

Wounded. — John  Laddy,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Bichard  Wall, 
landsman,  slightly;  Thomas  Powell,  seaman,  slightly;  William  A.  Cor- 
bitt,  landsman,  slightly;  Lewis  Williams,  landsman,  slightly. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  First  Div.,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington, 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  TJ.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  fint  divudon,  regarding  the  boat- 
fwain's  department  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Colorado. 

U.  8.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  J27, 1864. 
Admiral:  i  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  boat- 
swain's department: 

Early  in  the  action  of  the  24th  instant  the  stream  hawser  was  shot 
away  and  the  anchor  lost;  also  starboard  maintopmast  stay,  starboard 
main  brace,  and  spanker  vangs,  starboard  bumpkin  guys,  and  port  fore- 
topsail  brace;  port  main  topmast  stay  badly  cut. 
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Ill  the  action  of  the  25tl)  instant  the  enemy  shot  away  starboard  fore- 
stay,  starboard  main  brace,  and  starboard  head  ^uys,  and  starboard 
foretop  bowline. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  First  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Wilmington, 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado,  commending  the 
offioen  and  men  of  that  venel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington^  N,  C,  December  28^  1864. 

Admiral  :  i  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  with  the  forts  ott'  Wilmington,  the  officers  and 
crew  of  this  ship  behaved  in  a  manner  to  elicit  my  warmest  admiration 
and  manifested  all  the  coolness  of  an  ordinary  target  practice  during 
the  two  days'  battle.  It  is  difficult  to  make  a  distinction  when  all  did 
their  duty  so  faithfully.  I  should,  however,  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
executive  officer,  Lieutenant  George  Dewey,  were  I  not  to  mention  the 
invaluable  assistance  which  he  gave  me  in  having  all  the  departments 
of  the  ship  in  perfect  order  for  battle,  as  well  as  for  the  valuable  aid 
in  the  management  of  the  ship  during  the  action.  The  commanders  of 
divisions,  viz,  Lieutenant  IT.  B.  liobeson,  Acting  i  Volunteer]  Lieutenant 
F.  F.  Baury,  Acting  Masters  E.  Ooffin  and  L.  B.  King,  and  Ensign  J.  L. 
Vennard,  managed  their  batteries  with  good  judgment  and  skill,  and 
in  the  two  days'  fight  exploded  about  1,200  IX-inch  shells  within  the 
enemy's  works.  The  after  Xl-inch  pivot  was  fought  by  a  crew  of 
marines  under  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson  and  First  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Meeker, 
U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  who  did  great  execution  with  this  gun. 

I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  to  mention,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  invaluable  services  rendered  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  W. 
Wallace,  who  managed  the  powder  divisions,  aided  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Birge, 
paymaster's  clerk  (who  volunteered  his  services  for  the  occasion),  with 
great  efficiency,  no  gun  having  been  delayed  an  instant  for  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  ammunition.  Both  these  gentlemen  I  consider  worthy 
of  promotion. 

Lieutenant  M.  L.  Johnson  managed  the  signals  with  great  prompt- 
ness and  ability  and  is  entitled  to  my  cordinl  thanks.  The  medical 
department,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Surgeon  James  McClel- 
land, aided  by  Assistant  Surgeons  B.  H.  Kidder  and  Kobert  Willard, 
was  perfect  in  all  its  details. 

I  can  not  omit  to  mention  the  valuable  aid  received  from  my  clerk, 
Mr.  Adrian  Phillipps,  and  although  for  the  first  time  under  fire,  he  dis- 
played the  greatest  coolness  throughout  both  actions,  rendering  me 
important  service. 

The  engineer  department,  under  the  management  of  Chief  Engineer 
B.  F.  Garvin,  was  also  a<lmirably  managed.  Acting  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  C.  C.  Fernald  was  detailed  to  attend  the  spar-deck  engine 
bell  on  the  24th,  and  on  the  2oth  volunteered  for  the  same  duty,  and 
was  very  attentive  and  efficient,  not  only  at  his  post,  but  in  passing 
orders  to  the  forecastle. 

Before  closing  1  desire  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  crew  of 
^un  ]No.  4  (main  deck),  who,  after  the  rest  of  the  gun's  crew  were  killed 
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or  disabled,  worked  their  gun  with  the  rapidity  of  a  full  crew,  viz, 
Edward  Coffin,  seaman;  Edward  Hilton,  seaman;  Louis  Gerrard,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  Timothy  H.  Lord,  landsman;  James  B.  Twombly,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  Robert  Baker,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Broderick, 
ordinary  seaman. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore,  Commanding  First  Division j  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N,  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Tliatoher,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  first  diviiion,  in  retpoue  to  General 

Order  No.  76. 

U.  S.  8.  COLOEADO, 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  31, 1864. 

Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  General  Order  No.  75,  under 
date  of  30tli  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  its  dependencies  that  these 
works  were  eflFectually  silenced  by  the  heavy  and  accurate  fire  of  the 
fleet  for  hours  at  a  time,  the  enemy  only  replying  to  our  fire  when  an 
occasional  cessation  occurred  on  our  part. 

On  the  24th  an  explosion  took  place,  during  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
fleet,  within  the  main  fort  of  the  rebels,  and,  immediately  after  which, 
flames  were  observed  streaming  high  above  the  walls,  naturally  leading 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  fired  the  barracks  and  other  tenements 
connected  with  Fort  Fisher.  During  the  continuance  of  this  blaze, 
which  was  for  hours,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  enemy  (to  the  best  of 
my  recollection)  except  from  the  isolated  work  called  the  Mound  Fort. 

On  the  25th  instant  the  range  was  shorter  and  the  firing  of  the  fleet 
more  accurate  than  on  the  preceding  day.  It  is  my  belief  that  not  a 
shot  or  shell  was  fired  by  the  advanced  line  of  ships  that  did  not  either 
penetrate  the  earthworks  of  the  enemy  or  explode  within  them.  The 
crew  of  this  »hip  were  perfectly  cool,  and  fired  with  deliberation  and 
apparent  severe  effect  upon  the  enemy,  delivering  on  the  first  day 
1,509  projectiles.  Kear  the  close  of  the  second  day's  action,  we  per- 
ceived the  near  approach  of  the  advanced  skirmishers  of  our  army 
tbrce,  which  had  landed  late  in  the  day,  when  our  fire  ceased  for  nearly 
thirty  minutes,  and  was  only  resumed  after  we  had  been  hulled  several 
times  by  a  vicious  gun  which  appeared  to  be  fired  from  tiie  N.  E.  angle 
of  Fort  Fisher.  We  then  reopened  heavily,  but  more  to  the  left  than 
we  had  previously  fired,  to  avoid  annoying  our  own  troops  who  were 
seen  approaching  the  forts.  The  effect  of  this  last  heavy  fire  was 
apparently  severe  upon  the  casemated  works  to  the  southward  and 
westward  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  this  time  a  succession  of  explosions  was 
heard  in  the  rear  of  these  casemates,  followed  by  the  blaze  of  a  large 
building,  which  continued  to  burn  during  the  greater  part  of  Christmas 
night. 

My  impression  with  regard  to  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered 
as  it  was)  against  a  combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy  is,  that  it 
could  have  been  carried  by  assault  on  either  of  the  evenings  of  the  24th 
or  25th  instant. 

1  do  not  suppose  that  it  was  deemed  possible  entirely  to  demolish  a 
casemated  earthwork  like  Fort  Fisher,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  every- 
thing was  done  that  could  be  done  on  the  part  o^  t.\i^  w^Ny  \ici  \«vA^^'^ 
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uiiteuable,  the  euemy  having  been  again  and  again  driven  fix>iD  their 
guns  (some  of  which,  it  appearH,  were  dismounted  by  our  fire)  and  com- 
pelled to  seek  refuge  in  their  sand  holes. 

The  shoalness  of  the  water  for  a  mile  seaward  of  the  forts  constitated 
their  only  safety  against  total  destruc^tion,  or  at  least  the  dismoanting 
of  every  gun,  such  was  the  heavy  and  concentrated  fire  of  those  two 
days'  bombardment.  This  ship  planted  230  shot  in  the  rebel  workn  on 
the  25th  and  exploded  996  shells  within  them  on  that  day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore,  Comdtj.  First  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squaaran. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N.  C, 


Abitimot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Colorado. 

September  1, 186i. — Navy  yard,  Portsmcmth,  N.  H. 

October  0, — Stood  to  sea  in  charge  of  pilot. 

October  l:i. — At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads. 

December  24. — Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  At  1 :  45  a.  m.  a  heavy 
explosion  to  the  westward.  At  2  admiral  signaled.  At  2 :  30  aqaantity 
of  smoke  passed  over  l^om  the  westward.  At  5: 30  underway  with  the 
fleet  and  stood  inshore.  At  9 :  50  came  to  with  the  starboard  anchor  in 
7^  fathoms  water.  Flagship  signaled  "Form  in  line — open  order.'' 
At  10 :  55  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  west  for  the  forts.  At  11 :  i^ 
a.  m.  went  to  (quarters.  At  12: 51,  Ironsides  and  Canonicus  opened  fire, 
returned  by  the  forts.  At  1 :  25  came  to  with  port  anchor,  veered  25 
fathoms,  let  go  kedge  astern,  formed  in  line  of  battle.  At  1:30 
p.  m.  opened  fire  with  the  starboard  battery.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.  stream 
hawser  shot  away  and  lost  the  kedge.  At  2:08  p.  m.  exploded 
magazine  in  Fort  Fisher.  At  2:45  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  went 
astern,  ceased  firing  except  with  the  rifie  and  Xlinch  .  At  3  p.  m. 
anchored  and  commenced  firing,  extreme  elevation,  shots  all  telling 
w^ell.  At  3:35  p.  m.  heavy  smoke  seen  from  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:40 
ceased  firing  at  Fort  Fisher  and  fired  at  the  Mound.  Signaled  the 
flagship  "Mound  only  firing."  At  3:50  p.  m.  flagstaff  on  the  Mound 
shot  away,  but  was  replaced  soon  after.  At  5:05  p.  m.  Hagship  sig- 
naled, "  Prepare  to  retire  for  the  night."  Ceased  firing  and  got  under- 
way. At  6  p.  m.  anchored  in  0  fathoms  water  and  veered  to  45  fathoms, 
lieceived  shot  in  the  gangway,  bolt  forward  of  gangway,  shot  in  cut- 
water, shot  in  bow,  fore  royal  stay  and  maintopmast  stay  shot  away, 
also  head  of  topgallant  mast  in  starboard  gangway,  four  dec^k  planks 
broken  through,  and  shot  through  second  launch  and  cutter. 

December  25. — At  9 :  20  a.  m.  flagship  signaled,  "  Prepare  to  get  under 
way."  At  9:30  a.  m.  underway  and  steaming  in  toward  the  forts.  At 
10:* 20  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters.  At  10:30  flagship  signaled,  *^Stop."  At 
1 :  20  p.  m.  flagship  signaled,  "  Take  station."  At  1 :  21  j).  ni.  commenced 
action.  At  1 :  22  anchored  with  stream  anchor  and  port  bow  anchor  in  6 
fathoms ;  veered  to  15  fathoms.  At  3  p.  m.  rifled  gun  reported  disabled. 
At  3: 40  p.  m.  Wabash  steamed  out  of  action.  At  3: 40  p.  m.  signaled 
flagship,  *'  Rifle  gun  is  disable<l."  At  4  p.  m.  flagship  signaled,  '*  Pre- 
pare to  discontinue  action."  At  4: 15  p.  m.  shells  from  Fort  Fislier  fall- 
ing around  us  fast.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  struck  with  a  X-inch  solid  shot  over 
No.  4  gun,  starboard  side,  shot  going  through,  carrying  away  lock  of 
NfK  4  frnn  nml  f^crew  lever,  killing  1  man  awOL^oxmdm^  b-,  «iTi^  \>«k&«v\\% 
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over  carried  away  axle  and  starboard  truck  of  No.  />  giiii,  port  side.  At 
4 :  37  p.  m.  commenced  flriiig  again.  At  4 :  40  p.  m.  signaled  to  the  Min- 
nesota^ "Enemy  are  hulling  us;  lire  for  your  own  protection.-'  At 
4:40  p.  m.  fire  broke  out  to  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  4:5()  p.  ni. 
signaled  the  flagship,  **  Commenced  tiring  because  the  enemy  were 
hailing  us."  At  5  p.  ni.  flagship  signaled,  ''Retire  from  action."  At 
5:05  a  tug  hailed  us,  telling  us  to  *<  Discontinue  action,  and  reserve 
ammunition  for  the  assaulf  At  5 :  07  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  ked<rc 
aud  steamed  out  of  action.  At  5: 12  ceased  iiriug.  At  (>  anchored  witli 
the  port  anchor  in  8  fathoms  water  and  veered  to  45  fathoms  chain. 
Both  forestays  and  main  brace  shot  away.  At  11 :  45  p.  m.  heavy  firing 
heard  on  shore. 

December  26. — From  midnight  till  4  a.  m.  forts  and  ironclads  tiring 
dariug  the  watch.  At  8  a.  ni.  the  flagslii])  ]>assed  within  bail  and 
ordered  the  ship  to  Beaufort.  Firing  to  the  westward  during  the  first 
two  hours.  At  12  •  45  p.  m.  received  an  order  from  the  admiral  to  return 
again  and  fill  up  with  ammunition  and  again  attack  the  forts.  Wore 
ship  and  steamed  S.  W.  by  W.  for  the  fleet.  From  8  to  midnight  heavy 
firing  to  the  westward. 


Sei>ort  of  Commodore  Tianman,  U.  8.  Havj,  oommanding  second  division,  transmitting  minutes 
of  the  bombardment,  taken  on  board  the  U.  8.  8.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Off  Beaufort,  X  C,  Prcember  Jil,  ISfM. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  minutes, 
taken  on  the  quarter-deck  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  attack  upon 
Fort  Fisher. 

Also  the  reports  from  several  officers  of  the  shij). 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  during  the  engag(»ment  with 
the  forts  the  24th  and  25th  of  December  the  conduct  of  all  the  oHicers, 
men,  marines,  and  boys  on  board  tlie  Minnesota  was  entirely  satis 
factory.  Everyone  performed  his  duty  to  tlie  utmost  of  his  ability-. 
The  working  and  practice  of  the  guns  could  not  have  been  b(^tter. 
Many  excellent  shots  were  made,  and  iu  this  resiiect  the  two  guns 
worked  by  the  marines  were  equal  to  any  other  division.  In  a  word, 
all  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  and  1  need  not 
assure  you  that,  in  the  opinion  of  those  on  board  the  MinneHoia,  if  the 
assault  was  not  made  upon  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  not  for  the  want  of  the 
most  tremendous  bombardment  of  modern  times  by  the  lleet  under 
your  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Second  DivlHion^  North  Atlantic  S(/ffadron, 

Uear-Admiral  David  D.  Portee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[EucluHure.] 

Minutes  of  the  bomhardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  and-26thof  Deceniher^  1SG4,  taken 
upon  the  quarter-deck  of  the  U.  S.  steam  friy ate  Minnesota j  Commodore  Joseph  Lanman^ 
oommanding,  by  O.  B.  McCurdyy  captain's  cl^k. 

Off  New  Inlet,  Koeth  Carolina, 
Lat.  5.V<^  .56'  30''  N.,  Long.  77^  22'  ir.,  December  24,  186 L 
At  5: 15  a.  m.  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  from  Hagship  and 
steamed  toward  Fort  r'isher.     Anchored  a  few  moments  in  line  of  bat- 
.  tJe  Dear  the  fort  before  taking  position. 
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At  12  o'clock  beat  to  quarters,  wind  S.  W.  by  W. 

Got  spring  on  both  bower  anchors  and  prepared  to  anchor  with  spring 
on  starboard  bower. 

At  12 :  30  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  12 :  55  p.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher,  fol- 
lowed quickly  by  the  monitors,  commencing  with  the  Cananieus. 

The  Minnesota  opened  fire  as  soon  as  the  guns  could  bear  upon  Fort 
Fisher,  at  1 :  15  p.  m.,  anchoring  at  the  same  time  in  the  position  desig- 
nated by  the  order  of  battle  about  1  mile  from  the  fort,  Fort  Fisher 
bearing  W.  J  8.,  Mound,  W.  S.  W. 

Enemy  replied,  two  shots  passing  close  over  the  Minnesota.  An 
explosion  took  place  in  the  fort,  believed  to  be  by  the  lire  of  the  Min- 
nesota. Another  shot  from  the  enemy  cut  the  spring.  Made  signal  to 
flagship  for  a  tug  to  carry  out  the  spring.  Tug  came  in  answer  to  sig- 
nal, having  on  board  Captain  Breese,  the  fleet  captain,  but  was  not 
able  to  carry  out  our  spring. 

The  Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  and  took  position  at  2 :  50  p.  m. 

At  3: 15  p.  m.  rebel  flag  shot  away. 

At  4  p.  m.  flying  jib  stay,  fore  royal  stay,  and  fore-topgallant  stay 
shot  away. 

At  4: 15  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  fire  more  slowly. 

At  5:05  p.  m.  general  signal  from  flagship  to  prepare  to  retire. 

At  5 :  15  p.  m.  order  was  given  to  cease  firing  and  pre])are  to  heave 
up  anchor. 

At  6  p.  m.  withdrew  from  position,  dropping  a  buoy  at  the  anchorage 
and  steamed  ofl'shore,  anchoring  about  7  or  8  miles  distant.  Fort 
Fisher  bearing  southwest. 

The  ship  was  held  in  position  for  firing  upon  the  fort  by  steam,  helm, 
staysail,  and  jib. 

Several  explosions  and  fires  took  place  in  the  fort  during  our  firing 
and  many  of  the  enemy's  missiles  fell  near  the  Minnesota, 

Dfay.miiku  25,  1864. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway. 

At  10: 15  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters. 

At  10:35  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  stop. 

At  10 :  45  a.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  opened  fire. 

At  10:55  a.  m.  the  monitors  opened  fire. 

At  II  a.  n).  signal  from  flagship  to  take  position. 

At  11 :  15  a.  m.  the  Minnesota  took  position  about  300  yards  nearer 
Fort  Fisher  than  where  she  dropped  the  buoy  the  day  i)revions,  and 
commenced  firing  with  her  forward  guns. 

At  12  m.  let  go  port  anchor  with  25  fathoms  of  chain. 

At  12:05  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  get  underway. 

At  12 :  10  ceased  firing. 

At  12:15  p.  m.  Commander  Ehind  came  on  board  with  orders  from 
the  admiral  to  plant  a  buoy  as  near  Fort  Fisher  as  practicable,  which 
he  (Commandei  Khind)  placed  from  150  to  200  yards  nearer  the  fort. 
This  position  was  exactly  taken  by  the  Minnesota  at  1 :  05  ]).  m.,  letting 
go  the  kedge  on  the  port  quarter  at  the  same  time. 

At  1 :  15  p.  m.  let  go  port  bower  anchor  and  opened  fire  by  divisions. 
Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  J  S.,  Mound  W.  S.  W.  J  \V.  Wreck  and 
Mound  in  a  line.    Shot  parsed  over  smokestack,  grazing  the  mainstay. 

Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  taking  position  at  1 :2r)  ]>.  in.,  at 
which  time  a  shot  struck  the  Minnesota  below  the  water  line. 

At  1 :  40  ]).  m.  set  the  spanker.    Shell  came  in  through  amidships 
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port  on  spar  deck,  passed  tbroagh  launch  and  first  catter  and  lodged 
in  the  stern  sheets  of  the  first  cutter. 

At  2  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters,  though  the  firing  was  continued  by 
divisions.  Fired  very  deliberately  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
admiral. 

At  3: 45  p.  m.  brailed  up  the  spanker.  Shell  exploded  on  starboard 
chain  armor.  Another  shell  exploded,  scattering  on  both  sides  of  the 
ship. 

At  4 :  05  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  prepare  to  get  underway. 

At  4: 10  p.  m.  ceased  firing  agreeable  to  signal. 

At  4: 20  p.  m.  rebel  flag  shot  away. 

At  4 :  45  p.  m.  opened  fire  again,  and  fired  very  rapidly,  in  obedience 
to  signal.  At  this  time  the  roar  from  our  batteries  for  three  or  four 
rounds  was  most  terrific. 

At  4 :  55  p.  ni.  ceased  firing  and  prepared  to  retire,  agreeable  to  sig- 
nal from  flagship. 

At  5 :  15  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  retired. 

No  casualties  either  day,  and  although  the  ship  was  struck  in  several 
places,  very  little  damage  was  done. 

Very  resi)ectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Second  Divisioriy  North  Atlantic  Squcidron, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron. 


Baport  of  Commodore  Tianman,  U.  8.  Hayy,  eommandiag  Moond  divinon,  regarding  casoalties. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
OffNeic  Inlet  J  North  Carolina^  December  27  ^  1864. 
Admiral:  Agreeable  to  your  order  by  signal  of  this  noon,  to  report 
the  casualties  on  board  this  ship  in  the  engagement  with  Fort  Fisher 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  none  of  the 
personnel  of  this  ship  were  injured.  Several  shot  struck  the  hull,  one 
under  the  fore  chain;  doing  no  special  damage;  one  shell  exploded  on 
the  chain  armor,  abreast  of  the  boilers;  one 30pounder  Parrott  shell 
passed  through  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  lodging  in  the  stern  sheets 
of  the  first  cutter;  a  heavy  shell  grazed  the  mainstay,  and  some  of  the 
light  head  stays  were  shot  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  Second  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Ideiitenaiit-Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  tranfmittmg  reports  of  damages,  and 
ammunitioii  expended  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Minneeota. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  Ne^c  Inlety  North  Carolina^  December  26  j  1864. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  enclose  the  reports  of  the  boatswain,  gunner,  car- 
penter, and  sailmaker  of  this  vessel  in  regard  to  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  various  batteries  at  K^^ 
InJet. 
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So  far  as  I  was  able  to  observe,  every  officer,  man,  and  boy  in  the 
ship  performed  his  whole  duty. 

I  desire  to  add  that  when  I  reported  on  board  (only  a  few  days  before 
the  action  took  place)  I  foand  the  organization  of  the  vessel  perfect, 
and  it  is  simjile  justice  to  say  that  whatever  praise  belongs  to  the 
executive  officer  for  this  is  the  due  of  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant, 
who  was  my  predecessor  in  that  capacity. 
I  came  here  too  late  to  make  any  changes,  had  any  been  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant' CommandeVy  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  Minnesota. 

[Enclosures.] 

TJ.  S.  Snir  Minnesota, 
Off  Beauforty  N.  C,  December  29^  1864. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  the  following  damages  were  sustained 
to  the  rigging  of  this  ship  during  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

The  flying  jib  stay,  fore  royal  stay,  fore-topgallant  stay  were  all  shot 
away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bunker, 

Boatswain. 
Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  ammunition  expended  on  hoard  U.  S,  Ship  Minnesota,  Jhcemher  .!i  and  25 ,  1864. 

Xl-inch  charges,  15  pounds 64 

IX-inch  charges,  13  pounds 21 

IX-inch  charges,  10  pounds 1, 723 

150-pound<'r  charges,  16  pounds 95 

100-pounder  charges,  10  pounds > 79 

Total  of  powder,  20,773  pounds. 

XT-inch  sheU  loaded  and  fnzed 64 

IX-inch  shell  loaded  and  fuzed 1, 744 

150-pounder  shell  loaded  and  fnzed 95 

100-pounder  shell  loaded  and  fuzed 79 

Total  of  projectiles 1, 982 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

RoBT.  H.  Cross, 

Gunner. 
Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Minnesota. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
OffBeaufortj  N.  0.,  December  i?6',  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  make  the 
following  report  of  the  damage  sustained  by  this  ship  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  : 

One  shot  struck  the  first  launch,  going  through  her  and  damaging 
the  first  cotter. 
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One  struck  starboard  bow,  doing  but  slight  damage. 
Two  shots  struck  the  chain  placed  on  the  outside  for  the  protection 
of  the  machinery,  doing  no  damage. 
Several  pieces  of  shell  are  embedded  in  the  side  of  the  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   O.   GOODSOE, 

Carpenter. 
Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding. 


U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  ^6',  1864. 
SiB:  I  respectfully  report  that  there  were  no  injuries  sustained  in 
the  sailmaker's  department  of  this  ship  during  the  action  of  the  24th 
and  2oth  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Odion  Fassett, 

Sailmaker. 
Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding. 


Detailed  report  of  Commodore  Lanmaii,  U.  8.  Hayy,  commanding  second  division,  in  response 

to  General  Order  Ho.  79. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Off  Beauforty  N.  C,  January  i,  1865. 

Admibal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  this  evening  your  General 
Order  No.  75,  whereby  1  am  called  upon  to  report  the  damage  appar- 
ently  done  to  Fort  Fisher  in  the  attack  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  Decem- 
ber by  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

The  minutes  and  offi(!ial  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
you  on  the  3 1st  ultimo  give  the  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Minne- 
sota in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  the  first  engagement,  I  visited  and  addressed  the 
crew  of  every  gun,  to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  careful  firing, 
and  to  see  that  their  shot  took  effect  before  firing  again  and  not  to 
throw  away  a  shot. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  and  with  scarcely  any  intermis- 
sion, 1  was  upon  the  bridge  just  forward  of  the  mizzenmast,  having  my 
glass  in  hand;  thus  elevated  10  feet  above  the  spar-deck  battery,  and 
15  feet  above  the  main  deck  guns,  my  line  of  vision  was  considerably 
beyond  that  of  the  men  at  the  guns.  The  wind  being  offshore  (from 
the  direction  of  firing),  and  clear  from  smoke,  my  opx)ortunities  for  see- 
ing the  practice  and  effect  of  our  guns  could  not  have  been  better,  and 
I  most  positively  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  our  shells  told  upon 
the  fort,  and  of  this  there  was  no  doubt  when  the  200  pounder*  Parrott 
and  the  Xl-inch  guns  were  fired,  as  they  raised  an  unmistakable  cloud 
of  dirt  and  sand. 

Upon  several  occasions  the  first  day  fire  broke  out  in  the  fort,  and 
the  crew  of  the  spar-deck  battery  gave  three  hearty  cheers  in  the  belief 
that  the  fire  was  caused  by  our  guns,  which  was  my  opinion,  and  I  so 
represented  it  at  the  time  to  the  men.    At  the  same  time  there  were 

*  Same  as  150-poTiuder. 


302        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

several  explosions,  as  1  believe  within  the  fort;  and  if  our  guns  did  not 
[do]  an  immense  injury  to  the  batteries,  there  is  no  confidence  to  be 
placed  in  vision  or  good  firing.  The  batteries  were  frequently  silenced 
by  the  rapid  firing  of  the  fleet  generally,  but  with  the  least  let-up  on  our 
part  they  would  again  open,  and  I  should  judge  with  excellent  practice, 
as  their  shot  flew  about  us  in  all  directions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
were  equally  good  in  j^ractice  to  the  other  ships. 

By  a  kind  Providence  we  received  little  or  no  damage,  only  eight  or 
ten  shots  touching  the  ship,  but  i)lain  enough  in  sight  to  show  their 
good  firing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  having  received  instructions  from  you 
that  the  army  would  land  to  assault  the  fort,  and  that  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  cease  firing  at  the  moment  tiie  signal  should  be  made  to  that 
eflect,  and  that  great  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  fire  upon  our  troops 
should  they  make  the  assault,  and  to  fire  more  deliberately  than  the 
day  previous,  I  delivered  these  words,  in  person,  to  every  gun's  crew 
at  quarters  before  the  engagement;  that  the  men  as  well  as  tlie  officers 
should  perfectly  understand  that  when  the  order  was  given,  and  the 
steam  whistle  sounded,  all  firing  should  cease,  as  the  assault  was  then 
to  be  made. 

Our  position  in  the  action  of  the  second  day  was  probably  300  or  400 
yards  nearer  Fort  Fisher  than  it  was  the  day  previous.  Our  firihg  was 
much  more  slow  and  deliberate,  and  the  eko^'t  appeared  to  be  of  the 
most  damaging  character,  as  the  lines  and  angles  of  the  works  were 
evidently  changed. 

Lieutenant-Commander. Parker  went  to  the  fore- topmast  head  to 
witness  our  firing,  which  he  pronounced  to  be  excellent.  Also  our  pilot, 
Mr.  F.  0.  Fowler,  a  most  reliable  man,  was  some  time  at  the  masthead 
with  a  glass,  and  he  judged  our  firing  to  be  excellent,  and  doing  great 
damage  to  tlie  fort. 

Oaptain  Butler,  of  the  marines,  commanding  his  battery,  being  ui)on 
the  sheer  pole  of  the  mizzen  rigging,  pronounced  the  practice  excellent. 

Ensign  Willard,  who  was  upon  the  bridge  to  look  out  for  the  change 
of  the  heail  of  the  ship  (should  it  become  thick)  concurred  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  above  gentlemen  that  the  injury  done  the  forts  by  our  firing 
was  very  great. 

Lieutenant  Stuyvesant,  who  had  charge  of  the  gun -deck  battery, 
came  upon  the  spar  deck  when  the  gundeck  divisions  were  not  firing. 
This  officer  having  seen  considerable  gun  practice  on  other  ships,  his 
opinion,  that  the  practice  the  second  day  was  most  excellent,  doing 
much  damage  to  the  enemy,  is  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  last  four  broadsides  of  rapid  firing  by  the  Minnesota  were  of  the 
most  terrific  character,  and  it  was  represented  to  me  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Watmough  (who  was  in  position  inshore,  and  to  the  north- 
ward) that  our  shell  fell  like  a  perfect  hailstorm  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and 
that  the  firing  was  of  the  most  excellent  eflfect. 

Upon  retiring  from  position  that  night,  I  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  tliat  the  assault  would  be  made  before  morning,  and  could  I  have 
then  known  that  the  skirmishers  had  advanced  within  50  yards  of  the 
fort  (the  distance  from  our  forecastle  to  the  quarter-deck),  and  that 
some  of  our  gallant  soldiers  had  mounted  the  parapet,  captured  and 
brought  off  a  horse  and  killed  an  orderly — also,  that  they  had  captured 
a  flag  (which  the  navy  fleet  had  shot  away) — I  would  not  have  believed 
that  there  couM  be  the  slightest  doubt  of  tli(»  flag  of  the  Union  being 
hoisted  at  daylight  upon  the  well-battered  fort. 
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When  we  were  informed  the  following  day  that  the  troops  were  about 
to  reembarky  scarcely  anyone  would  credit  the  report;  but  when  the 
fact  became  known,  a  universal  opinion  of  disappointment  (not  to  say 
disgust)  prevailed. 

May  I  not  be  permitted  to  suggest,  if  the  garrison  in  the  fort  could  be 
kept  in  their  bombproofs  so  closely  by  the  fire  of  the  navy  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  picket  line  could  venture  upon  the  parapet  and  into  the 
workSy  why  could  not  an  assault  have  then  been  made  and  the  precon- 
certed signal  given  to  cease  firing,  which  would  have  been  instantly 
obeyed,  and  little  danger  of  the  shell  of  the  navy  falling  about  the  heads 
of  the  daring  men  who  entered  the  works. 

Admiral,  excuse  this  lengthy  report.  1  have  gone  into  detail  that  it 
should  be  understood  that  the  Minnesota  did  not  go  into  the  fight  merely 
to  blaze  away  at  the  beach  about  Fort  Fisher,  but  that  the  sole  object 
of  our  practice  was  to  demolish  the  fort,  and  to  convey  the  impression 
of  so  many  officers  that  the  fort  could  have  been  carried  by  assault 
after  the  severe  battering  it  received  from  the  navy  fleet  under  your 
command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore^  Commanding  Second  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  Ship  Minnetota. 

September  30, 1864. — Commodore  Lanman  assumed  command  of  the 
ship,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Dexiemher  13. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  left  anchorage  and  proceeded  down  the 
bay. 

December  19. — At  3:30  p.  m.  brought  ship  to  anchor  oft*  Wilmington, 
KG. 

December  24. — At  11  a  m.got  underway  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
steered  for  Fort  Fisher.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Beat  to  quarters, 
prepared  to  anchor  with  spring  on  either  anchor.  At  12:30  i)^m. 
action  commenced  by  the  U.  S.  8.  New  Ironsides  opening  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher.  At  12:55  the  monitors  opened  fire,  the  Canonicus  first, 
upon  the  fort.  The  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  steaming  ahead  slowly,  took  the 
position  assigned  her  in  a  quarter  less  5  fathoms  water,  anchoriug  with 
starboard  anchor.  At  1:15  p.  m.  enemy  replied,  two  shots  passing 
close  over  us.  Hoisted  head  sails  and  used  them  when  necessary  to 
keep  ship  in  position.  An  explosion  took  place  in  the  fort.  Made  sig- 
nal for  a  tug;  one  came  alongside  in  obedience  to  signal  and  attempted 
to  tow  our  stern  inshore,  but  as  we  soon  got  moored  it  was  not  neces- 
sary. At  1 :  45  p.  m.  parted  the  spring  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  passed 
ahead  of  us  and  commenced  action.  At  3: 15  p.  m.  the  rebel  flag  was 
shot  away,  Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  J  S.,  Mound  W.  S.  W,  The  flying 
gib  and  fore-topgallant  stays  were  shot  away.  Two  explosions  in  suc- 
cession took  place  in  the  fort.  Flagship  made  signal  to  fire  more  delib- 
erately, which  was  obeyed.  Flagship  made  general  signal  to  prepare 
to  retire  at  5 :  05  p.  m.  Ceased  tiring  at  5: 15  and  prepared  to  heave  up 
anchor,  withdrew  from  position  at  6  p.  m.  At  6  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor 
and  stood  oflsbore^  came  to  anchor  in  8^  fathoms  water. 
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With  regard  to  the  <<  damage  apparently  done  to  the  works,"  I  mast 
confess  that  I  was  paying  more  attention  to  the  proper  management  of 
my  own  battery  than  [to]  the  general  effect,  but  it  appears  to  me  utterly 
impossible  that  any  works  could  withstand  such  a  fire  and  not  be 
terribly  damaged,  and  1  am  also  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
by  a  prompt  and  vigorous  assault  late  in  the  afternoon  of  either  day, 
Fort  Fisher  might  have  been  taken  by  a  comparatively  small  force,  say 
1,000  resolute  men.  Fort  Fisher  was  silenced,  the  Mound  firing  feebly. 
The  only  active  firing  from  the  enemy  that  I  witnessed  was  ftx>m  the 
two  or  three  guns  that  annoyed  ine,  and  so  long  as  my  ammunition 
permitted  me  to  fire  rapidly,  1  could  keep  them  pretty  quiet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  FlNDLAY  SCHENCK, 

Commodore  J  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
and  Third  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Beportof  Liaiit«iuuit  Baohe,  U.  8.  Navy,  ezeentive  officer,  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  regarding  tli* 
damages  gnftained  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina,  December  35, 1864. 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  received  by 
this  ship  during  the  actions  of  today  and  yesterday,  together  with  the 
expendi^re  of  ammanition: 

End  of  spanker  gaff  shot  away;  shot  hole  through  spanker;  signal 
halliards  (main)  shot  away;  starboard  main  to])8ail  clewjigger  shot 
away ;  one  main  shroud  (port)  shot  away. 

Two  shells  exploded  near  water  line,  one  forward  of,  the  other  abaft 
the  wheel  (starboard),  scarring  and  tearing  the  copper  for  a  small  space. 

A  heavy  shot  grazed  the  stern  of  the  ship,  s(»,oriug  it  about  3  inches, 
carrying  away  the  ornamenta^l  work  and  the  iron  bars  protecting  it. 

An  Vlllinch  shot  came  through  the  starboard  side  about  3  feet 
above  the  water  line,  under  No.  3  port,  lodging  inboard. 

An  Vlll-inch  shot  struck  under  No.  2  port  (starboard  side)  about  20 
inches  below  the  water  line,  going  through  the  side  and  lodging  in  the 
end  of  an  orlop-deck  beam.  This  shot  struck  at  an  angle  oTsome  70^, 
making  a  very  ragged  hole  and  bad  leak. 

Another  shot  is  believed  to  have  struck  within  a  few  inches  of  this 
last,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  examine  closely  enough  to  determine 
positively  as  yet. 

We  have  expended  ammunition  as  follows: 

358  lO-second  shell  (IX-inch).  20  shrapnel  shell  (Xl-inch). 

145  15-Becon(l  shell  (IX-inch).  104  charged  shell. 

227  bouched  shell  (IX-inch).  152  100-poimder  rille  sholl  (pcrcusRion) 

38  lO-second  shell  (Xl-inrh).  1,400  cannon  primers. 

20  15-second  shell  (XI  inch). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bacde, 
TAeutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Commodore  J.  F.  Schbnck, 

Comdg.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Detailed  report  of  Captain  Smith,  IT.  8.  Hayy,  eommanding  IT.  8.  8.  Wabaah,  in  reepoue  to 

General  Order  Ho.  76. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  January  2^  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  December  24  and 
25, 1864,  as  follows: 

December  24,  10: 50  a.  m.,  took  station  in  line  of  battle  in  obedience 
to  signal  and  stood  inshore  with  fleet.  At  1 :  20  p.  m.  anchored  at  or 
near  assigned  x>osition  in  5  fathoms  water  with  a  kedge  astern,  Fort 
Fisher  on  onr  starboard  beam.  Opened  fire  npon  the  fort  immediately 
with  ordinary  firing  charges  and  10-second  shell  from  starboard  battery. 
Found  projectiles  falling  short,  substitnted  distant  firing  charges,  used 
greatest  elevation,  and  by  firing  on  the  roll  to  port,  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing a  portion  of  the  projectiles  reach,  especially  from  main-deck  battery, 
which  has  greater  elevation.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  com- 
mander in  chief,  directed  fire  of  150-x>ounder  at  Mound  battery,  and 
made  good  practice ;  continued  firing  so  until  5 :  50  (sunset),  when  with- 
drew from  action  for  the  night,  in  obedience  to  signals. 

December  25, 10  a.  m.,  took  station  in  line  of  battle  as  before,  stood 
in  with  the  fleet,  and  at  1 :  40  p.  m.  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water  with 
kedge  astern.  Fort  Fisher  nearer  than  on  the  24th.  At  1:50  p.  m. 
opened  fire  with  one  gun  from  each  division,  in  obedience  to  signal. 
Got  the  range  of  the  fort,  our  shell  falling  and  exploding  well.  Found 
the  fort  making  severe  practice  on  the  ship,  and  therefore  gradually 
increased  the  number  of  guns  in  use  until  entire  starboard  battery  was 
engaged  deliberately  and  accurately.  Enemy's  fire  becameless  rapid  and 
accurate.  At  3 :  50,  our  shell  being  all  expended,  withdrew  from  action, 
and  procee<led  in  obedience  to  signal  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 
Expended  on  both  occasions  2,4G8  projectiles,  of  which  it  is  believed 
two-thirds  fell  in  and  about  the  works  of  the  enemy.  As  concerns  the 
damage  apparently  done  the  works,  I  am  unable  to  speak  positively. 
The  outlines  were  certainly  much  disturbed,  and  1  think  the  stockades 
somewhat  broken  down,  but  I  observed  nothing  marked  upon  which  to 
base  an  opinion  that  the  works  were  materially  damaged.  With  regard 
to  the  effect  of  the  lire  of  the  fleet,  independent  to  any  damage  to  the 
work  itself,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  did  slacken  and  distract  the 
enemy's  fire  very  much,  and  sometimes  stop  it  altogether,  as  was 
proven  by  the  increased  activity  of  their  fire  whenever  that  of  the  fleet 
lulled  or  when  the  fleet  was  withdrawing,  especially  from  the  Mound 
battery  on  the  first  day,  and  from  all  on  the  second,  as  far  as  this  ship's 
experience  extended. 

As  to  my  impression  of  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered  as  it 
was)  against  a  combined  attack  of  army  and  navy,  as  before  stated,  I 
did  not  observe  it  to  be  so  battered,  beyond  the  distance  of  its  outlines; 
but  I  did  observe  that  the  garrison  must  certainly  have  been  confined 
to  the  casemates  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  and  at  the  time  expressed  the 
opinion,  and  now  hold  the  same,  based  upon  that  ground,  that  had  the 
assault  been  vigorously  made  earlier  in  the  day  the  work  might  have 
been  carried.  The  returns  of  casualties  and  of  damages  received  by 
the  ship  have  already  been  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mblancton  Smith, 

Captain^  U.  8.  Navy, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabaih,  forwarding  list  of 

oaraaltiei. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina,  December  :26^  1S64. 
Admiral  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  rei)ort8  of  casualties,  expenditure 
of  ammauition,*  and  injuries*  sustained  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher 
and  rebel  batteries  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  December. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N  C,  December  24,  1664. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  ship 
while  engaging  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries  this  day  at  the  e^istem  bar. 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina: 

Peter  Campbell,  landsman,  contused  wound  letlt  shoulder,  from  piece 
of  shell ;  severe. 
William  Howard,  landsman,  contusion  right  thigh;  severe. 
James  Crystal,  landsman,  contusion  forehead,  from  roller  handspike; 
slight. 
Owen  Smith,  fireman,  cx)ntusion  right  knee;  slight. 
John  Welsh,  fireman,  contusion  right  side;  slight. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Jl.  F.  McSlIERRY, 

Surgeon. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  Wabash, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  25,  1f^64, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  action  on 
board  this  ship  to-day: 

1.  John  Farley,  landsman,  severe  contusion  of  back  from  splinter. 

2.  Peter  Carberry,  ordinary  seaman,  severe  contusion  left  foot. 

3.  J<ames  Collins,  seaman,  slight  contusion  right  foot. 

4.  Thomas  Jones,  quartermaster,  exhaustion  from  continuous  duty  at 
the  wheel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  F.  McSherry, 
Surgeon,  C  S.  Navy, 
Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 


Report  of  Captain  Piokering,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Vanderbilt,  in  responBe  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

January  2,  lf^65. 
Admiral:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
/>art  taken  by  the  H.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  in  the  attack  of  the  24th  and  25th 

*  Not  found. 
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ultimo  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Federal  Point,  North  Caro- 
lina: 

On  the  24th,  at  2: 45  p.  m.,  took  station  in  the  line  of  battle  astern  of 
the  Minnesota^  anchoring  with  a  spring.  At  2 :  65  p.  m.  opened  fire  witli 
the  starboard  battery,  composed  of  six  IX-inch,  two  100-pounder  rifles, 
and  one 30pounder  Parrott. 

Rapid  fire  was  kept  ap  until  5: 45  p.  in.,  when,  in  obedience  to  a  gen- 
eral signal,  weighed  anchor  and  retired  for  the  night. 

On  the  25th,  in  obedience  to  signal,  anchored  in  the  line  of  battle, 
astern  of  the  Minnesota^  and  at  2 :  55  p.  m.  opened  the  starboard  battery 
upon  the  enemy's  works  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  keeping 
np  a  rapid  fire  until  3 :  30  p.  m.,  when  the  fire  was  slackened  to  one  gun 
per  minute,  in  obedience  to  a  verbal  order  from  the  admiral. 

At  4  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  and  at  4:45,  pursuant  to  signal,  got  under- 
way and  withdrew  from  action. 

During  the  two  days'  engagement  upward  of  800  shells  were  thrown 
firom  this  ship,  the  effect  of  which,  or  that  of  the  firing  from  the  fleet,  fur- 
ther than  the  constant  clouds  of  eartli  and  sand  from  the  explosion  of 
well-directed  shell,  the  conflagration  which  raged  within,  the  explosion 
of  one  of  their  magazines,  and  the  silence  of  their  guns,  for  the  want  of 
proper  glasses  I  could  not  detect.  But  my  impression  is  that  the  fort 
could  have  been  taken  if  an  attack  had  been  made  by  a  proper  force  at 
the  moment  the  fleet  ceased  firing. 

My  belief  was,  as  also  that  of  the  officers  of  this  ship,  during  the  first 
part  of  the  night  of  the  25th,  that  our  troops  were  in  possession  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  none  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck  the  Vander- 
bilij  and  no  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 

I  am  proud  to  add  that  both  officers  and  crew,  without  exception, 
evinced  great  coolness  and  courage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbe, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Ammen,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican. 

U.  S.  S.  MonicAN, 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  31,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
General  Order  No.  75,  directing  commanding  officers  to  make  their 
report  in  relation  to  our  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  earth- 
works, and  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  you  from  Major-General 
Benj.  F.  Butler,  and  in  regard  to  some  points  touched  upon  you  request 
an  opinion. 

At  about  11:30  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood 
in,  in  line  of  battle,  toward  Fort  Fisher,  bearing  about  W.  S.  W.  and 
some  6  or  7  miles  distant.  The  Mohican  was  kept  closely  in  position 
assigned,  following  the  leading  vessel,  the  frigate  Minnesota,  and  fol- 
low^ by  the  frigate  Colorado,  and  she  successively  by  the  other  ves- 
sels forming  the  main  line. 

At  about  1  p.  m.  the  Miniiesota  sheered  in  out  of  line  and  took  np 
her  position  at  anchor,  opening  at  once  on  Fort  Fisher,  some  2,100 
yards  distant.    As  per  plan  of  battle,  the  ilfo^iicau  ^^y^  \^\i<^T^^\\\v^<^»i^ 
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of  her,  fired  slowly  on  the  fort,  to  get  a  range,  and  anchored,  then 
opened  briskly  with  the  whole  battery.  The  ^)rt  had  opened  on  the 
Minnesota  and  on  the  Mohican  previous  to  our  anchoring. 

The  Colorado  sheered  in  ahead  of  us,  letting  go  kedge  astern,  and 
then  anchored  and  opened  fiercely  on  the  fort.  The  vessels  forming 
the  line  then  successively,  with  more  or  less  success,  took  up  their 
positions  and  opened. 

The  ironclads,  led  by  the  New  Ironsides^  had  anchored,  a  few  minutes 
preceding  the  Minnesota^  some  500  or  600  yards  to  the  northward  and 
westward,  and  were  slowly  getting  their  range  when  we  auchored, 
and  the  outer  line  of  vessels  moved  into  position  after  the  main  line 
had  anchored,  and  opened  on  the  Mound  and  several  detached  case- 
mated  guns. 

The  fire  from  the  fort  became  weak  as  the  vessels  anchored  and 
opened  fire.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  they  could  not  work  their  bar- 
bette guns  without  great  loss  of  life,  and  the  guns'  crews  no  doubt 
retreated  under  shelter  with  a  few  exceptions  where  high  travei  ses  and 
favorable  angles  gave  them  great  protection.  Different  casemated 
guns,  particularly  those  mounted  in  detached  mounds  and  toward  the 
Mound,  continued  to  fire  slowly  and  evidently  with  not  much  effect, 
nor  would  the  position  of  the  guns  served  favor  an  effective  fire.  The 
whole  body  of  Fort  Fisher  was  filled  with  bursting  shells,  and  only  at 
long  intervals,  if  at  all,  was  a  gun  fired  from  the  main  work. 

In  the  meantime,  owing  to  the  wind  and  the  set  of  the  tide,  I  found 
that  the  use  of  the  propeller  and  the  helm  would  no  longer  enable  me 
to  bring  the  broadside  to  bear,  and  was  obliged  to  weigh  anchor  and 
maneuver  under  steam,  holding  our  position  as  nearly  as  possible,  and 
avoiding  interfering  with  the  firing  of  the  other  vessels.  After  exhaust- 
ing all  the  filled  IX-inch  shells  on  board  ready  for  use,  the  Mohican 
was  withdrawn  from  the  line  at  about  4:10  ]>.  m.,  making  signal  to 
you  of  the  cause,  and  we  commenced  filling  shells  without  delay.  After 
sunset  the  fleet  withdrew  and  the  Mohican  ran  into  line  and  anchored. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  of  the  25th  the  signal  was  made  to  get  underway 
and  form  line  of  battle.  The  Mohican  took  her  position  and  the  fleet 
stood  in  to  the  attack.  When  nearly  under  lire  I  was  directed  verbally 
from  you  not  to  take  position  until  further  orders. 

The  Minnesota^  the  leading  vessel  of  the  main  line,  proceeded  in  and 
anchored,  got  underway,  and,  after  various  attempts,  obtained  a  well- 
chosen  position,  the  main  line  awaiting  her  movements.  The  ironclads 
having  preceded  [us],  during  this  time  were  in  position,  firing  slowly 
and  receiving  a  part  of  the  fire  of  Fort  Fisher. 

After  the  position  of  the  Minnesota  was  satisfactory  I  received  orders 
from  you,  about  noon,  to  take  position  close  astern  of  the  New  Iron- 
sides^ which  I  did  without  delay,  firing  slowly  until  a  good  range  was 
obtained,  then  opened  briskly  on  the  fort.  I  was  enabled  to  see,  through 
the  absence  of  smoke,  that  our  fire  was  very  effective,  delivered  at  a 
short  10-second  range.  One  of  the  rebels'  guns  was  seen  to  be  dis- 
mounted by  our  fire. 

Half  an  hour  after  we  had  anchored  the  Colorado  passed  ahead  of  the 
Minnesota  and  into  ])osition,  anchoring  and  delivering  a  very  effective 
fire.  The  whole  line  soon  took  position  and  opened  very  heavily  and 
evidently  with  great  effect,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  guns,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  as  those  in  casemates  and  other  plac'cs  sheltered  and 
distant.  The  position  of  the  Mohican  enabled  me  to  see  well,  as  I  was 
first  at  anchor  within  half  a  ship's  length  of  the  New  Ironsides^  and 
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finding  that  Hnchoring  impeded  an  effective  use  of  the  battery,  I 
weighed,  and  in  delivering  fire  drifted  100  or  200  yards  nearer  the  fort. 

At  2:05  p.  m.  the  supply  of  the  10- second  fuzes  and  the  rifie  ammu- 
nition was  exhausted,  and  the  Mohican  was  withdrawn  from  action  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  more,  speaking  the  Malvern  for  the  purpose 
and  obtaining  none.  Not  being  direct^  to  go  under  fire  again,  we 
remained  spectators  near  the  Minnesota  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  I 
received  orders  to  aid  in  debarking  troops,  and  proceeded  to  execute, 
but  instead  of  debarking  aided  in  bringing  off  the  soldiers  that  had 
already  reached  the  shore. 

It  has  not  been  my  lot  to  witness  any  operation  comparable  in  force 
or  in  effect  to  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  by  the  fleet,  and  I  feel 
satisfied  that  any  attempt  to  keep  out  of  their  bombproofs  or  to  work 
their  guns  would  have  been  attended  with  great  loss  of  life  to  the  rebels, 
and  would  have  proven  a  fruitless  attempt. 

On  the  first  day  we  delivered  217  IXinch  shells,  59  100-pounder 
rifle,  and  89  30-pounder  rifle  shells.  On  the  second  day  we  delivered 
103  IXinch  shells,  20  lOOpounder  rifle,  and  25  30-pounder  rifle  shells, 
making  a  total  of  513. 

Our  firing  was  efiective  as  well  as  rapid,  and  I  have  to  express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  zeal  of  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Marvin, 
the  executive  ofQcer  of  this  vessel,  and  of  Acting  Master  William  Bur- 
ditt,  whose  long  and  varied  professional  experience  proved  useful. 
Acting  Boatswain  Josiah  B.  Aiken,  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  officers, 
had  charge  of  the  lOOpounder  rifle  and  served  it  admirably. 

I  have  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  excellent  behavior  of  the 
ofQcers  and  crew,  and  do  not  doubt  that  when  the  occasion  arrives 
when  they  should  do  so  they  will  stand  to  their  guns  as  long  as  enough 
men  remain  to  serve  them. 

In  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet  on  the  fort,  I  beg  leave 
to  express  my  congratulations,  as  I  did  verbally  on  meeting  you  after 
the  actions.  It  did  not  require  a  visit  to  the  fort  to  see  that  enormous 
traverses  were  nearly  leveled,  as  at  the  8.  E.  angle.  The  stockade  or 
abattis  must  have  been  much  shattered,  and  the  debris  from  the  par- 
apets must  have  filled  in  the  ditch  greatly.  I  feel  satisfied  that  every- 
thing was  effected  that  can  be  by  powerful  batteries  against  a  sand- 
work,  and  that  we  could  and  can  keep  the  enemy  in  their  bombproofs 
X>ending  an  advance  of  troops  to  the  foot  of  the  parapet. 

The  official  letter  of  General  Butler  referred  to,  [which]  states  that 
"General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line  within  50  yards  of  the  fort, 
while  the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bombproofs  by  the  fire  of  the  navy, 
and  so  closely  that  three  or  four  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured  upon 
the  parapet  and  through  the  sally-port  of  the  work,''  is,  I  think,  entirely 
confirmatory  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  our  fire.  He  adds:  "This  was 
done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  falling  about  the  heads  of  the 
daring  men  who  entered  the  work,"  but  appears  to  forget  that  at  any 
given  signal  from  an  assaulting  column,  that  this  fire  would  cease  and 
the  enemy  be  found  not  defending  the  parapet  but  safely  stowed  away 
in  bombproofs. 

I  do  not  know  what  more  could  be  asked  of  naval  guns  than  to  afford 
a  safe  approach  to  the  foot  of  the  parapet  with  no  lines  of  the  enemy 
drawn  up  to  receive  our  forces.  Beyond  that,  I  suppose  everything 
would  depend  upon  the  relative  forces  of  the  combatants  and  the  vigor 
of  the  assault,  and  although  the  work  might  not,  in  a  military  sense,  be 
much  injured,  I  would  think  the  likeliho^  of  carrying  the  work  would 
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be  greatly  increased  by  such  disposition  without  loss  of  life  of  the 
respective  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  lientenant-Comniaiider  Harrig,  XT.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  XT.  8.  8.  Tantie,  in 

)  to  General  Order  Ho.  76. 


U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 
Beau/ortj  N.  C,  January  :jy  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  this  vessel  took  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th-25th  December, 
1864: 

My  position  on  the  24th  was  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort 
Fisher,  distant  about  2,000  yards,  and  [I|  was  doing  good  execution 
when,  at  3  p.  m.,  the  100-pounder  rifle  burst  (having  been  tired  since  the 
vessel  has  been  in  commission  but  10  times),  mortally  wounding  the 
ofhcer  commanding  the  division,  the  captain  of  the  gun,  and  slightly 
wounding  4  of  the  crew.  The  vessel  being  badly  shattered,  not  know- 
ing the  extent  of  the  damage,  and  having  lost  what  was  desi|^ed  to  be 
the  most  efifective  gun,  I  hauled  out  of  tire.  Having  obtained  addi- 
tional medical  assistance  from  the  Fort  JaclxHon^  I,  at  4: 30  p.  m.,  again 
stood  in  and  opened  tire  with  my  only  remaining  efifective  guns,  the 
30-pounder  rifle  and  IX-inch  gun. 

On  the  25th  I  was  assigned  the  duty  of  assisting  to  disembark  the 
troops  and  cover  the  landing. 

The  accident  just  mentioned  and  my  nonparticipation  in  the  attack 
of  the  25th  prevent  me  from  giving  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  injury 
done  the  fort  as  a  defensive  work.  I  can  not,  however,  refrain  from 
giving  my  testimony  as  to  the  ac^curate  and  rapid  tire  of  the  fleet.  No 
better  contirmation  could  be  required  that  the  navy  did  their  work  well 
than  the  fact  that  the  enemy,  protected  as  they  were  by  formidable 
works,  could  only  make  a  very  feeble  reply. 

At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  25th,  a  portion  of  the  troops  was  landed 
amid  deafening  and  encouraging  cheers  from  the  meu-of  war  and  from 
the  troops  still  on  board  the  transports,  cheers  whi(ih  were  echoed  by 
the  fleet  by  a  fire  that  elicited  but  a  feeble  response  from  the  fort.  The 
landing  of  the  troops  was  rapid  when  fairly  commenced  and  everything 
seemed  to  token  that  the  army  would  soon  liave  ])os8ession  of  the 
enemy's  works,  when,  to  the  surprise  and  mortitication  of  all,  General 
Butler  stopped  the  further  disembarkation  of  the  troops  and  gave 
orders  to  reembark  those  already  on  shore. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  brilliant  share  the  navy  took  in  the 
attack  of  the  24th  and  25th;  the  work  was  well  done.  Had  the  army 
performed  their  part,  the  Federal  flag  would  now  be  flying  over  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Fisher,  a  titting  Christmas  ])resent  to  be  side  by  side 
with  that  of  the  glorious  and  gallant  Sherman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sciiuidron. 
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lilt  of  cainaltied,  U.  S.  S.  Tantlo. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 
Of  Wilmington,  K.  C,  December  24,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  ship 
resulting  from  the  bursting  of  the  lOO-pounder  rifle  in  the  engagement 
with  Fort  Fisher  to-day: 

Mortally  ipounded,  2. — Edward  Winnemore,  acting  ensign,  right  leg 
blown  off  at  the  knee  and  a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the 
lower  third  of  the  thigh;  since  died. 

James  Horton,  boatswain's  mate,  a  compound  comminuted  fracture 
of  the  right  foot,  leg,  and  thigh;  since  died. 

Slightly  wounded,  3, — Eichard  G.  Husted,  landsman,  contusion  of 
left  leg. 

Theodore  Vannatta,  ordinary  seaman,  face  and  neck  burned  by 
I)owder. 

Kobert  Adelton,  second-class  painter,  face  and  neck  burned  by ' 
powder. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Wheeler, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic. 


Beport  of  LieutenaDt^Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Tantio,  regarding 

damages  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  27, 186 i. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  finding  the  spar  deck  had 
settled  where  the  beam  had  been  broken  by  the  explosion  of  the  100- 
pounder  rifle,  I  yesterday  threw  the  remaining  part  of  the  gun  over- 
board. 

The  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  ship's  side  is  even  greater  than  that 
I  first  reported.  The  spirketing  for  some  4  feet  knocked  away,  one 
timber  broken,  several  of  the  outside  planking  below  the  waterways 
bulged  out  from  the  timbers  and  broken,  and  the  fighting  chocks  for 
the  pivots  split  and  started  from  the  deck. 

The  damage  has  been  temporarily  repaired  and  boxed  in  to  prevent 
the  water  running  into  the  ship. 

When  the  gun  was  tired  it  was  trained  nearly  abeam,  and  with  but 
little  elevation,  or  the  huge  fragments  would  have  gone  through  the 
port  boiler  and  side  of  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 
lAeutenant'  Commander, 
liear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant^Commander  Harris,  XT.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tantic, 
stating  the  cause  for  the  withdrawal  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantio, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  January  4,  1865. 
Sir:  In  your  official  report  of  the  attack  on  Eott  ¥\^\\^x.j\^^^^\s^<et 
^,  lSG4f  by  the  ffeet  under  your  command)  the  Yautvc  \^  xafi^XAssvi^  ^s^ 
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the  only  veBsel  that  left  the  line  to  report  damages.  As  a  wrong  inter- 
pretation may  be  placed  npon  my  conduct,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  statement:  Just  prior  to  the  attack  I  received  a  verbal  order 
from  you  to  follow  the  smaller  vessels  in^  and  do  as  they  did.  When 
they  opened  fire  I  did  the  same,  but  finding  that  my  shot  fell  short  I 
stood  in  much  closer,  and  in  that  position  was  doing  good  execution 
when  a  signal  was  reported  to  me  from  the  flagship,  with  this  vesseFs 
distinguishing  pennant,  to  close  on  the  leading  vessel.  Not  knowing 
which  was  the  leading  vessel,  and  determining  to  err  on  the  right  side, 
I  stood  in  close  to  the  Netc  Ironsides  and  abreast  of  the  monitors  and 
held  that  position  until  I,  unfortunately,  burst  the  100-pounder  rifle 
gun  with  considerable  damage  to  the  vessel.  (The  incidents  attending 
the  accident  are  already  in  your  possession.] 

I  felt  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  intelligence,  and  was  preparing 
to  do  so  by  signals  when,  seeing  the  Malvern  not  a  great  distance  o^ 
,  and  thinking  also  that  my  signals  would  not  be  seen  for  the  smoke,  I 
determined  to  stand  out  and  report  verbally,  which  I  did. 

I  remained  for  a  time  an  idle  spectator,  for  my  effective  gun  was 
gone.  I  hesitated  to  fire  the  30-pounder  Parrott  after  the  accident  to 
the  100-iK)under,  and,  therefore,  had  only  the  IX-inch  remaining.  I, 
however,  did  open  fire  again,  both  with  the  30-pounder  rifle  and  IX- 
inch,  and  kept  it  up  until  the  signal  was  made  to  retire. 

At  no  time  do  I  consider  the  Yantic  as  being  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns,  for,  while  as  a  looker  on,  several  of  his  shot  struck  close 
to  the  vessel.  In  my  interview  with  you  you  disclaimed  any  intention 
to  reflect  upon  me  or  my  vessel,  and  remarked  that  you  had  mentioned 
me  among  the  rest  of  the  commanders  in  your  second  report.  For  this 
I  thank  you  most  cordially,  but  both  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
public  may  think  I  did  not  perform  my  duty.  An  officer's  reputotiou  is 
all  that  he  has  to  live  for.  I  feel  there  is  a  stigma  ui^on  me  which  will 
cling  to  me  while  in  the  serviC/C. 

I  ask  you,  admiral,  in  justice  to  me,  to  my  vessel,  and  to  the  officers 
and  crew  I  command,  to  correct  your  original  report. 
With  high  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieatenant-Oommaiider  Harrii,  U.  B.  Kavy, 
Commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Tantio,  referring  to  tlie  withdrawal  of  that  veuel. 

FLAaSHIP  Malvekn, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  January  6",  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  4th  of  January,  1865, 
in  relation  to  the  report  I  made  of  the  action  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which 
the  Yantic  was  mentioned  as  having  been  the  only  vessel  that  left  the 
line  to  report  damages. 

If  any  wrong  impression  should  be  given  out  by  this  report  it  is  cor- 
rected in  my  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Slat 
ultimo. 

My  mentioning  your  leaving  the  line  was  to  show  the  little  damage 
that  had  been  done  to  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  by  the  enemy's  flrey 
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and  not  to  reflect  on  yourself,  officers,  or  crew.  As  the  enemy  was  not 
firing  at  the  time  there  was  no  particular  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  his  guns.  I  don't  suppose  that  anyone  will  attach  any  imi)ortance 
to  the  fact  that  you  left  the  line  to  rei)ort  damages,  as  the  damages  may 
naturally  be  supposed  to  be  serious,  and  a  paragraph  in  my  general 
order  of  battle  provides  for  such  an  emergency. 
Bespectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  T.  G.  Harris, 

Commanding  Z7.  8.  S.  Tantic^  off  Beaufort^  N.  C. 


Report  of  lientenant-Conmiander  Sicard,  XT.  S.  Havy,  commanding  XT.  B.  S.  Beneca,  in  retponie  to 

General  Order  No.  76. 

U.  8.  8.  Seneca,  December  31j  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  in  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant,  this  vessel  was  with  the  vessels  on  the  extreme  right 
that  were  operating  with  the  ironclads. 

It  was  evident  from' the  first  half  hour  of  the  engagement  that  the 
enemy  did  not  intend  seriously  to  reply  to  the  fire  of  the  fleet.  This 
vessel  fired  122  Xl-inch  shells,  and  140  20-pouuder  Parrott  shells  at  the 
northeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher  during  the  two  days'  bombardment. 

Our  division  fired  quite  slowly  on  the  second  day,  and  as  I  was  quite 
close  to  the  fort  in  the  afternoon,  and  only  fired  at  long  intervals,  the 
enemy  fired  at  me  several  times  with  a  heavy  rifle,  which,  however,  did 
no  damage,  being  evidently  hurriedly  pointed.  This  gun  could  have 
been  silenced  in  a  few  minutes  if  the  vessels  had  chosen  to  throw  away 
shot  on  it,  and,  as  it  was,  by  an  occasional  shot  from  the  division  it  soon 
ceased  its  fire.  I  refrained  from  firing  much  toward  the  close  of  the 
second  day's  work,  because  I  expected  an  assault  by  the  troops  and  I 
wished  to  save  my  shrapnel  for  the  purpose  of  covering  their  advance. 

I  was  much  disappointed  that  the  army  did  not  make  an  attempt  on 
the  fort.  I  saw  the  advance  of  a  skirmish  line  and  of  a  reserve  (com- 
prising in  all  about  80  men).  They  advanced  quite  close  to  the  work 
(within  pistol  shot) ;  after  that  I  lost  sight  of  them,  until  I  saw  two 
returning  along  the  beach  with  the  flag  of  the  tort  (which  had  been 
shot  away  about  an  hour  previously  by  a  monitor). 

At  dusk,  and  for  a  short  time  after,  there  was  some  musketry  firing 
between  this  skirmish  line  and  the  fort,  but  up  to  dark  no  attempt  was 
made  by  any  adequate  body  of  the  army  to  assault  the  fort. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  fire  of  the  fort  was  completely  under  the 
control  of  the  fleet,  and  that  we  could  stop  it  whenever  we  chose  (as  the 
fire  by  the  two  frigates  on  the  afternoon  of  December  26  abundantly 
showed).  In  fact  the  fort  was  silent  nine- tenths  of  the  time  that  we 
were  engaging  it.  I  am  furthermore  of  the  opinion  that  the  fort  could 
not  hold  out  against  a  combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy. 

I  think  it  a  good  proof  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  that 
though  our  skirmishers  advanced  so  close  to  the  fort,  no  serious  fire  was 
opened  on  them.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  from  my  own  observation  (and 
I  was  in  a  good  position  to  see)  that  they  were  fired  on  at  all  in  this 
first  advance,  and  I  scarcely  think  that  the  enemy  would  have  suffered 
his  flag  to  be  upon  the  ground  so  long  after  it  was  shot  away  (though 
he  must  have  known  that  we  were  landing  troops^  and  that  ^o\xi  W^!^ 
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flag's  position  it  was  very  liable  to  capture)  unless  ho  had  been  fearful 
to  venture  out  and  recover  it  under  our  lire. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MONXaOMKRY  SiCABD, 

Lieutenant' Commander  J  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Seneca. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Lieatenant^Commander  Chandler,  U.  8.  Kayy,  oommanding  XT.  8. 8.  Maomae. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumbb, 
Beaufort  J  N.  C,  December  29  ^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  joined  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  instant  and  retained  her  station  until  the 
fleet  withdrew  for  the  night. 

On  the  25th  got  into  position  as  soon  as  the  Colorado  anchored  and 
commenced  flring.  Soon  after  was  recalled  by  signal  and  ordered  to 
assist  in  landing  the  troops.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  boats  informed 
me  that  the  soldiers  expressed  their  mortiflcation  at  being  obliged  to  go 
on  board  the  transports  again,  and  if  they  could  have  followed  their  own 
inclinations  I  feel  almost  certain  that  Fort  Fisher  would  now  be  ours. 
No  casualties  occurred  on  board  this  vessel,  and  the  officers  and  men 
performed  their  duties  faithfully  and  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 
TAeut^nanUCommander,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Athintic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Comxnander  Chandler,  XI.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Manmee,  in 
resiKnue  to  Ooneral  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumee, 
Beaufort,  N,  6'.,  December  30^  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  (ronoral  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

The  position  of  this  vessel  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  24th  and  25th 
instant  was  favorable  for  observing  the  firing  of  tlie  fleet.  Many  of 
our  shells  burst  within  the  earthworks,  and  on  both  days  the  response 
was  very  feeble,  considering  the  number  of  guns  mounted.  As  far  as 
1  saw,  only  a  few  casemated  guns  on  the  southeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher 
fired,  and  only  at  intervals  of  from  fifteen  minutes  to  three  (luarters  of 
an  hour.  On  the  25th,  after  a  few  rounds,  nearly  all  the  shot  and  shell 
from  the  ironclads  landed  in  the  fort  or  parapet,  and  the  other  vessels 
engaged  fired  with  accuracy  and  coolness,  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
barbette  guns  and  plunging  shot  into  the  earthworks.  1  might  have 
gone  upon  the  parapet  and  gained  information  as  to  the  extent  of  dam- 
age sustained  by  the  fort,  ap])arently  without  much  danger,  but  as  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  troops  were  sent  there  for  that  pur- 
pose, I  did  not  make  the  reconnoissance,  and  consequently  am  unable  to 
re])ort  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  always  believe  that  if  Fort  Fisher  had 
been  assaulted  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant  by  the  troops  under 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        317 

General  Butler's  commaud,  it  would  have  beeu  taken  and  held  with 
very  small  loss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Chandler, 
Lieutefuint' Commander  J  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  XT.  B.  Kavy,  oommanding  U.  S.  B.  BrooUyn. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Brooklyn, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75,  which  not  only  calls  upon  commanding  officers  to  give  you  a 
report  of  the  part  they  took  in  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
but  also  their  impressions  as  to  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy's  works, 
the  effect  of  our  firing,  and  the  defeusibility  of  the  fort  after  we  had 
finished  the  bombardment. 

On  the  first  day,  the  24th,  this  ship  was  in  line  of  attack  and  opened 
fire  on  Fort  Fisher  at  12 :  50  p.  m.,  being  then  within  good  10-  second  range. 
The  fire  was  kept  up,  with  occasional  intermissions  for  the  men  to  rest, 
till  5:15  (more  than  four  hours),  when  darkness  intervened  and  the 
signal  was  made  to  retire.  The  enemy's  fire  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  was  much  less  than  that  of  one  of  our  large  ships;  an  occasional 
shot  was  fired  from  Fort  Fisher;  a  very  feeble  and  desultory  reply  to 
our  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  forts  between  the  main  work  and  the 
Mound  battery,  which  latter  was  heard  from  but  five  or  six  times  dur- 
ing the  whole  afternoon.  In  a  word,  I  am  satisfied  from  past  experi- 
ence that  if  this  ship,  or  any  one  of  the  larger  ones,  could  have  gotten 
near  enough,  say  within  200  or  300  yards,  she  would  not  only  have 
silenced  their  batteries  fully  and  entirely,  but  would  have  driven  every 
rebel  from  the  point. 

On  the  second  day,  the  25th,  this  ship  was  sent  to  silence  some  of  the 
enemy's  earthworks  which  were  contiguous  to  the  place  fixed  upon  for 
the  disembarking  of  the  troops,  to  shell  the  woods,  and  to  cover  their 
landing.  The  first  troops  lauded  at  about  2  p.  m.  Sent  all  our  boats 
to  assist.  At  4  o'clock,  just  two  hours  after  the  landing  commenced, 
the  general  commanding  came  alongside  this  ship  and  said:  "It  has 
become  necessary  to  reembark  the  troops.  Will  you  send  your  boats  to 
assist?"  You  can  judge  of  my  surprise  at  the  turn  affairs  had  taken, 
for  at  that  moment  everything  seemed  propitious.  The  bombardment 
was  at  its  height,  little  or  no  surf  on  the  beach,  and  no  serious  indica- 
tions of  bad  weather;  still,  the  order  for  retiring  had  gone  forth,  and 
our  boats  were  employed  till  very  late  (the  launch  not  returning  till 
next  morning)  in  reembarking  the  troops,  the  surf  not  interfering  seri- 
ously with  operations  till  near  midnight,  when  it  became  impossible  to 
land  with  any  safety.  Much  dissatisfaction,  I  am  told,  was  shown  by 
the  soldiers  and  their  officers  when  they  were  informed  that  they  were 
to  reembark,  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  they  could  be  made 
to  get  into  tbe  boats.  They  were  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  the 
order  turning  them  back,  saying  they  had  gone  there  to  take  the  fort 
and  they  were  going  to  do  it  before  they  left,  etc. 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  the  surf  was  too  high  for  safe  transit  from 
the  shore,  and  this  vessel  was  employed  in  making  a  reconnoissance  of 
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the  enemy's  works.  Nothing  near  was  discovered,  however,  and  after 
exchanging  a  few  shots  with  Fort  Fisher  we  returned  to  the  anchorage 
for  the  night.  The  following  day  all  oar  boats  were  sent,  and  after 
some  difiQcnlty  the  remaining  troops  were  safely  embarked. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  above  to  give  you  my  ideas  of  the  effect  of 
our  fire  on  the  enemy's  works,  which  was  to  almost  silence  them.  In 
regard  to  the  damage  done,  it  is,  auder  the  circumstances,  impossible 
for  anyone  to  tell  without  a  closer  inspection,  for,  as  you  remember  at 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip^  everything  from  the  outside  seemed  tit 
statu  quo;  hardly  any  trace  of  injury  was  apparent,  but  on  entering  and 
looking  around,  the  terrible  effect  of  the  bombardment  was  manifest  at 
every  turn.  So,  too,  at  Fort  Morgan,  little  or  no  injury  could  be  dis- 
covered from  without,  but  upon  close  examination  it  was  found  that 
almost  every  gun  or  its  carriage  was  seriously  damaged,  if  not  entirely 
destroyed. 

Now  as  to  the  ^^defensibility"  of  the  fort:  The  rebels,  I  am  satisfied, 
considered  from  the  moment  that  our  troops  obtained  a  footing  on  the 
shore  that  the  work  (battered  as  it  was)  was  untenable,  and  were 
merely  waiting  for  someone  to  come  and  take  it.  The  general  com- 
manding furnished  us  witli  proof  of  that  fact,  I  think,  in  his  letter  to 
you  informing  you  of  his  determination  to  withdraw,  a  copy  of  which 
yon  sent  me.  He  says  that  ^^  three  or  four  men  ventured  upon  the  para- 
pet and  through  the  sally  port  of  the  work,  capturing  a  horse  which 
they  brought  off  •  •  •  and  also  brought  away  ft'om  the  parapet 
the  flag  of  the  fort."  This  was  all  done  in  open  day  and  without  resist- 
ance, if  indeed  there  was  anybody  there  who  was  disposed  to  question 
their  right  to  such  trophies.  From  that  and  other  concurrent  testi- 
mony, I  am  satisfied  that  if.  our  troops  had  not  been  stopped  in  their 
triumphal  march  toward  Fort  Fisher,  they  would  have  been  in  it  before 
dark,  and  in  quiet  possession  without  firing  a  shot. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqiiadron, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  meMorM 
for  the  reembarking  of  Boldien. 

[December  26, 1864.J 
Deab  Alden:  We  must  get  those  poor  devils  of  soldiers  off  to-day, 
or  we  will  lose  them ;  they  are  starving  for  want  of  provisions  and  water. 
I  want  you  to  go  in  and  see  what  the  Brooklyn  can  do.  Rig  a  large  raft 
out  of  spars,  get  the  end  of  a  hawser  on  shore  to  them,  and  with  another 
hawser  to  the  raft  you  can  get  them  through  the  surf;  or  lasli  two  boats 
together  and  let  them  drop  in.  Get  provisions  to  them  (and  water)  at 
all  hazards. 

I  know  the  sailors  are  not  all  dead  on  board  the  Brooklyn^  and  you 
can  do  it.  I  send  a  tug  for  you  to  use.  Anchor  her  securely  outside 
the  breakers  and  drift  the  raft  in,  and  let  them  haul  out  to  the  tug, 
when  the  boats  will  take  them  off;  and  won't  I  be  glad  to  get  rid  of 
them;  ain't  a  soldier  troublesome?  Go  at  it  as  soon  as  it  is  light 
enough;  we  can  have  them  all  off  by  12;  there  are  700  on  shore. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

D.  D.  Pobteb. 
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Report  of  Commander  Beaiimoiit»  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  XT.  S.  8.  Xaddnaw. 


U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufortj  If.  C,  December  27^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  on  the  rebel  Fort  Fisher  and 
batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
by  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

At  7 :  15  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  got  underway  and 
steamed  to  tlie  westward  to  take  the  position  assigned  me  in  the  plan 
of  battle.  In  obedience  to  orders,  at  9 :  55  a.  m.,  took  the  Seneca  in  tow, 
when  the  starting  bar  of  our  engine  broke,  causing  a  delay  in  starting 
of  thirty-five  minutCb.  At  10::^  started  the  engine  and  towed  the 
Seneca  to  or  near  her  station,  when  she  cast  off. 

At  12:25  p.  m.  took  my  station  in  line,  the  Minnesota  leading.  At  1 
p.  m.  the  U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  when  the 
engagement  became  general.  At  2:25  p.  m.  a  150-x)ounder  rifle  shot 
struck  the  vessel  at  the  water  line,  1  foot  forward  of  No.  2  starboard 
port  forward,  free  of  the  starboard  boiler,  which  had  been  relieved  of 
its  steam  pressure  before  going  into  action,  passing  through  the  for- 
ward bunker  and  entering  the  port  boiler,  which  caused  the  steam  and 
water  to  escape,  thereby  severely  scalding  8  men  in  the  fire  room  and 
3  marines  at  No.  2  IX-inch  gun,  which  had  been  shifted  to  the  star- 
board side.  Continued  firing  on  the  batteries  until  5  p.  m.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  general  signal,  we  withdrew  for  the  night.  On  the  25th 
instant,  at  9 :  05  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  got  underway.  At 
10  a.  m.  received  orders  .to  follow  the  loscOj  Commander  John  Guest. 
Immediately  took  our  position  in  line  of  double  enders  and  stood  to  the 
westward.  At  12: 40  p.  m.  commenced  firing  on  the  Mound  Fort.  At 
1 : 45  p.  m.  our  after  lOOpounder  Parrott  rifle  burst,  instantly  killing 
Acting  Ensign  John  8.  Griscom,  officer  of  the  gun,  and  wounding 
severely  Joseph  Heard,  ordinary  seaman,  captain  of  the  gun.  Ceased 
firing  at  2:40  p.  ni.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Iosco ;  sent  three 
boats  with  grapnels  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  4  p.  m.  the  boats 
returned.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Iosco,  fol- 
lowed her  to  the  north  and  eastward,  and  at  6  p.  m.  anchored. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Bbaumont, 

Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  engineer  in  cliaige  on  board  the  XT.  B.  B.  Mackinaw. 

U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw,  December  24, 1864. 
8lR :  I  have  to  report  that  during  the  attack  to-day  on  Fort  Fisher 
(about  2:35  p.  m.)  a  7inch  shell  struck  this  vessel  a  little  forward  of 
forward  coal  bunker;  passing  through  the  bunker  it  penetrated  the  for- 
ward inboard  corner  of  port  boiler  and  lodged  in  forward  tube  box, 
cutting  off  about  sixty  tubes.  The  hole  made  by  the  shell  is  8  by  18 
inches.  The  Hres  in  furnace  of  both  boilers  were  almost  entirely  extin- 
guished by  the  water  and  steam  escaping,  and  the  men  on  duty  in  fire 
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room  badly  scalded.    I  started  fires  again  in  starboard  furnaces  ana 
raised  steam  on  that  boiler. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jefferson  Young, 
First  Assintant  Engineer^  U.  8,  Navy,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  0.  Beaumont,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mackinaic. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  8.'Kav7,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Mackinaw,  giving  lift  of 

wounded,  December  84. 

U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw, 
Off  Neic  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  24, 18(i4, 
Sin :  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No,  53, 1  respectfully  inform  you 
that  the  following-named  men  were  wounded  on  board  this  vessel  in  the 
attack  to-day  on  Fort  Fisher: 
John  8mith,  first-class  fireman,  scalded  severely. 
James  H.  8ullivan,  second-class  Hreman,  scalded  severely. 
John  Kerner,  first  class  fireman,  scalded  slightly. 
Michael  Burns,  second-class  fireman,  scalded  slightly. 
Thomas  McBride,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 
Cornelius  Kirby,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 
Samuel  Smith,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 
Paul  Lieutard,  private,  marine,  scalded  slightly. 
Nicholas  Miller,  private,  marine,  scalded  shghtly. 
James  McDermott,  scalded  slightly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 
•Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Beanmont,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufort,  N.  (\,  December  HI,  1S64. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  instant,  1  would  respect- 
fully Htate,  in  addition  to  my  report  already  rendered  regarding  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  upon  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries 
at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  li4th  and  25tli  instant,  that  the 
tire  from  the  guns  of  tlie  fleet  under  your  conmiand  was  so  rapid  and 
eftective  as  to  paralyze  and  render  feeble  and  inefficient  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries. 

Feeling  satisfied  from  the  eflects  of  our  fire  that  a  hearty  cooperation 
on  the  i)art  of  our  land  forces  was  only  necessary  to  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition,  it  was  with  great  astonishment  and  mortifica- 
tion that  1  learned  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  instant  that  they  were 
being  withdrawn. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  on  the  above  occasion  all  under  my 
command  cheerfully  and  zealously  performed  their  duty. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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•  Beport  of  Captain  Taylor,  XT.  S.  Navy,  oommaiLding  XT.  B.  8.  Juniata. 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata  (Second  Bate), 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C\,  December  30^  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  General 
Order  No.  76,  and  I  rise  from  my  sick  bed  to  give  it  an  instant  reply: 

The  part  that  this  sbip  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant 
was  as  follows:  On  each  day  sbe  took  the  position  assigned  to  her  in 
your  plan  of  battle  and  kept  up  a  constant  lire  upon  Fort  Fisher,  from 
tbe  moment  of  anchoring  until  ordered  to  withdraw. 

On  the  24th,  after  having  been  engaged  about  an  hour,  she  moved 
from  her  first  anchorage  in  company  of  several  other  ships,  by  your 
order,  to  a  position  nearer  to  the  fort,  thus  rendering  her  fire  more  efiec- 
tive.  During  the  two  days  she  fired  681  shells,  all  but  17  of  which 
were  deliver^  by  7  guns.  After  obtaining  the  range,  the  firing  appeared 
to  me  like  target  practice. 

The  falling  of  the  shells  of  the  fleet  was  so  incessant  that  the  enemy 
was  frequently  unable  to  return  our  fire  for  long  intervals.  Several 
conflagrations  occurred  in  the  fort,  and  I  saw  one  explosion.  It  was 
my  impression  that  we  had  done  much  injury  to  the  works,  as  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  conceive  that  such  a  weight  of  fire,  so  long  con- 
tinued, and  falling  so  accurately,  could  have  left  them  substantially 
uninjured. 

I  was  very  much  surprised  and  disappointed  on  learning  that  the 
troops  had  reembarked.  I  saw  no  attack  by  them  which  looked  like 
an  earnest  one,  and  for  a  time  I  entertained  a  hope  that  the  fort  had 
proved  an  easy  capture,  from  the  feebleness  of  the  musketry  firing,  so 
long  as  we  remained  within  sight  and  bearing  of  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Kogers  Taylor, 

Captain^  U,  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comtnanding  North  Atlantic  JSquadron^  Beaufort,  N.  (7. 


Report  of  Captain  Taylor,  XT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  B.  Juniata,  forwarding  reporta  of 

oasnaltiei. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Juniata  (Second  Kate), 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  following  papers,  viz: 
First.  The  surgeon's  reports  of  killed  and    wounded  during  the 
engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  with  Fort  Fisher. 
Second.  The  engineer's  report*  of  injuries  in  bis  department. 
Third.  The  gunner's  report*  and  an  account  of  ammunition  expended. 
Fourth.  The  carpenter's  report.* 
No  other  injuries  were  sustained  by  this  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eogers  Taylor, 

Captain,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  ToRTBR,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron,  U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern, 

*  Not  found. 
N  W  R— VOL  11 21 
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[Enolosnres.] 

U.  S.  8.  Juniata, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  24^  1864. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  to-day's 
engagement  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore.    All  the  casualties 
were  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun: 

KilUd, 

1.  Lieutenant  D.  D.  Weniple,  both  legs  crushed,  a  wound  (punctured) 
in  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  and  concussion  cerebri. 

2.  Second  Lieutenant  Marines  Jones  Pile,  knocked  overboard  by  a 
piece  of  the  gun  or  its  carriage  and  probably  killed  by  concussion 
cerebri;  also  the  left  arm  and  shoulder  broken. 

3.  Theodore  Abos,  second-class  fireman,  left  leg,  thigh,  hip,  arm,  and 
forearm  fractured ;  soft  parts  extensively  lacerated ;  killed  by  hemor- 
rhage and  shock. 

4.  Henry  Payne,  captain  forecastle,  both  thighs  broken,  cavity  of 
the  pelvis,  and  part  of  the  abdomen  opened;  death  by  shock. 

5.  James  D.  Ennels,  first-class  boy,  left  leg  and  thigh  shattered  and 
lacerated;  died  shortly  after  amputation.    Total  killed,  5. 

Wounded. 

1.  Paymaster  Caspar  Schenck,  compound  fracture  of  the  left  tibia. 

2.  William  Kennedy,  marine,  fracture  right  tibia. 

3.  Charles  Winters,  quarter  gunnor,  contusion  (slight). 

4.  Joseph  Tye,  coxswain,  powder  burn. 

5.  William  Arnall,  secondclasa  fireman,  powder  burn. 
G.  Orrin  B.  Patchin,  landsman,  ])owder  burn. 

7.  John  Cogan,  ordinary  seaman,  powder  barn  (severe). 

8.  Thomas  Mahoney,  ordinary  seaman,  deafened. 
All  the  wounded  are  likely  to  do  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  C.  (iobgas. 

Surgeon,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Captain  William  Kocjkbs  Taylor, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Juniata^  off  Wihnington,  N,  C. 


U.  S,  8.  .lUNIATA, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  25, 1864. 
Sm:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  on  board  this  ship  in 
to-day's  engagement  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore. 

All  the  wounds  are  from  splinters,  occasioned  by  shot  ('oming  through 
the  ship's  side  on  the  berth  deck. 

1.  William  (lillam,  coal  heaver,  contusion  of  the  left  side  of  the  head 
and  face. 

2.  David  Conner,  captain's  cook,  contusion  of  the  back  and  several 
slight  flesh  wounds  from  small  splinters. 

3.  George  H.  Carpenter,  landsman,  contused  wound  of  the  right  elbow. 
These  are  all  slight  wounds  and  are  likely  to  do  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  C.  Gorgas, 

Su7'geon. 
Captain  William  Kogers  Taylor, 

Commandhui  U,  S.  S,  J\iuiata. 
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Baport  of  lieatonant  Bead,  TT.  S.  Kavy,  of  iigiiries  reoeiyed  by  the  TT.  B.  S.  Pawtnxet 

U.  8.  S.  Pawtuxbt, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  December  27^  1864. 
SiB:  The  damageB  received  by  this  steamer  in  bombarding  the 
defenses  near  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  24  and  25,  are  as  follows: 

BoaUwain*8  deparimenL 

Fore  shroud  (iron  wire),  port  side,  fore  sheer  iron  ratlines,  starboard, 
fore  trysail  brails,  starboard,  first  cutter's  topping  lifts,  starboard,  cut 
away  by  sheU. 

Carpenter's  department. 

First  cutter,  starboard  side,  forward,  damaged  by  shell  (badly) ;  gig, 
starboard  side,  aft,  damaged  by  shell;  fore  bulwarks  and  waterways 
(port  side)  damaged  by  shell. 

Carried  away  by  the  U.  8.  ship  Ticonderoga^s  dropping  foul  of  this 
steamer:  Fore  hammock  nettings,  top  rails,  and  bulwarks  stove  in  on 
starboard  side;  14  stanchions  and  timbers,  etc.,  broken  and  badly 
sprung  close  to  waterways  on  starboard  side,  forward;  waterways, 
lower  timbers,  aud  planking  sprung  on  starboard  side  forward;  breech- 
ing and  side-tackle  bolts,  gun  No.  2  starboard  side,  forward,  driven  in 
and  sprung  (unserviceable) ;  the  remains  of  the  first  cutter  stove  in  and 
carried  away. 

Gunner^ B  department. 

Two  elevating  screws  for  100-pounder  rifle  broken  (and  unfit  for 
further  use). 

Very  respectfully, 

Allen  Y.  Reed, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Oficer. 
Commander  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawtuxet. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  B.  B.  Pawtazet,  Commander  Spotts,  U.  8.  Navy. 

December  24. — (Off  Fort  Fisher. )  At  1 :  45  a.  m.  saw  a  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  an  explosion  bearing  W.  by  N.  At  2  hove  short.  At  3 
got  underway.  At  6:45  the  flagship  signaled.  Got  underway  and 
steamed  toward  the  land  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  From  8  to  meridian : 
Steamed  according  to  the  order  of  the  flagship.  At  12  the  flagship 
signaled  '*  prepare  for  action."  At  12:65  p.m.  the  engagement  com- 
menced by  the  Neiv  Ironsides  shelling  Fort  Fisher.  At  2  came  into 
action  astern  of  the  Ticonderoga  and  outside  the  Neio  Ironside.  Re- 
ceived a  shot  that  went  through  the  first  cutter  and  passed  oat  through 
the  port  bulwarks.  At  3 :  30  flagship  signaled ;  retired  from  action  and 
steamed  for  flagship.  Had  a  collision  with  the  Ticonderoga.  8tove  in 
starboard  bulwarks  forward  and  the  first  cutter.  Cut  the  boat  from 
the  davits.  At  4  ]).  m.  came  into  action  ahead  of  the  Juniata  and  kept 
up  a  deliberate  firing  on  the  Monnd.  At  5  the  fleet  withdrew  from 
action. 

December  25. — At  10  a.  m.  the  flagship  signaled.  Gk)t  underway  and 
stood  in  for  Fort  Fisher.    At  12,  meridian,  was  orders  by  t>bft  ^\£^^ 
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to  follow  the  Iosco.  At  12:15  p.  m.  commeDced  firing  attheMoand 
batteries.  At3:30seut  second  cutter  in  charge  of  an  officer  with  3 
grapnels  to  drag  for  toq)edoe8  and  with  0  20.gallon  breakers  strapped 
and  with  ropes  and  C  stands  of  grape  to  buoy  out  the  channel.  At  4 :  IG 
boat  returned.  At  5:45  sent  the  launch  and  second  cutter  in  charge 
of  officers  and  properly  armed  to  embark  troops. 

December  26, — At  8:30  a.  m.  flagship  signaled.  Got  underway  and 
steamed  in  toward  the  beach  in  order  to  cover  the  embarkation  of 
troops. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  B.  Kavy,  oommanding  XT.  S.  8.  Shenandoah. 

U.  8.  8.  Shenandoah, 
Off  Beaufort,  X.  C,  December  31, 1664. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Shenandoah  in 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  at  New  Inlet  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant: 

The  Slienandoah  was  signaled  when  in  line  of  battle  to  come  within 
hail  of  the  admiral,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  a  position  near  the 
Ironsides  and  open  on  the  batteries  of  Fort  Fisher. 

The  position  was  imme<liately  taken  and  this  ship  commenced  firing 
at  Fort  Fisher  with  two  rifles  and  two  Xl-inch  guns,  the  shells  falling 
inside  of  Fort  Fisher,  apparently  with  good  effect. 

At  2  1).  m.  a  large  fire  broke  out  within  the  fort.  At  3 :  10  the  flag  of 
the  fort  was  shot  away  by  the  fleet.  At  3 :  50  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  the 
admiral  to  go  closer  in.  We  steamed  in  and  anchored  head  and  stem 
close  to  the   Ironsides  and  Monadnoek. 

We  fired  from  the  new  position  with  deliberation  and  good  effect. 
At  5: 10  p.  ni.  signal  was  made  to  retire  from  action,  when  this  ship 
withdrew. 

The  fire  from  Fort  Fisher  during  the  bombardment  this  day  was  very 
sla(*k  and  feeble.  A  few  shot  fell  near  the  monitors  and  a  few  went 
over  us. 

The  conflagration  in  the  fort  seemed  to  be  of  considerable  extent  and 
continued  until  after  nightfall.  The  shells  of  the  fleet  were  exploding 
on  the  parapet  and  inside  of  the  fort  so  rapidly  that  it  was  difficult 
to  make  out  what  guns  they  were  using. 

One  shot  carried  away  our  stern  ladder  during  the  bombardment  this 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  got  underway  with  the  fleet  in 
line  of  battle.  At  2  p.  m.  the  admiral  signaled  to  the  Shenandoah  to 
await  further  orders.  Twenty  minutes  afterwards  we  were  ordered  to 
take  position  ahead  of  the  Juniata. 

We  anchored  a  ship's  length  ahead  of  the  Juniata  and  three  ship's 
length  outside  of  a  wreck  on  the  bar  and  opened  deliberately  on  a  water 
battery  to  the  west  of  Fort  Fisher  of  four  guns. 

We  succeeded  in  silencing  three  of  the  guns  which  were  not  used 
again  during  the  engagement. 

To  the  westward  of  this  battery  was  another  of  two  guns,  that  seemed 
to  be  casemated.    They  fired  very  slowly  but  in  good  line. 

The  shells  from  one  of  them  fell  a  few  yards  short  of  us  and  the 
others  just  over  us. 

The  firing  from  the  guns  on  the  Mound  was  very  slow,  and  with  so 
much  elevation  they  went  over  the  fleet. 

We  succeeded  in  exploding  a  150-pounder  rifle  shell  near  the  top  of 
the  Mound, 
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At  4: 35  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  stand  outside  of  the 
Minnesota. 

At  4:45  p.  m.  a  large  fire  broke  out  just  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries, 
which  continued  until  after  night. 

Between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  batteries  we  could  discern  two 
guns  dismounted  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

After  the  second  day's  bonibai  dmeut  1  could  see  nothing  more  for  the 
navy  to  do  than  await  the  assault  by  the  land  forces,  which  did  not 
take  place  as  I  expected. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  speak  of  the  cool  bearing  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  officer,  and  the  other  officers  and 
crew  of  this  ship  during  the  two  days'  bombardment. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum*  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Captain,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Portes, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Baport  of  Commodore  Ctodon,  U.  B.  Havy,  commanding  fourth  diyinon,  regarding  the 
operationi  of  the  U.  B.  B.  Suaqnehanna. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.,  December  28, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  movements 
of  this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  December 
with  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries : 

At  about  meridian  of  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal, 
I  fell  into  line  of  battle,  and  in  regular  order  drew  into  my  station  as 
per  plan  of  attack,  opening  fire  from  my  starboard  battery  of  eight 
iX-inch  guns  and  two  150-pounder  rifles  at  2  o'clock.  I  did  not,  how- 
ever, get  fairly  placed  with  anchors  down  until  3  o'clock,  when  I  con- 
tinued a  smart  lire  until  ordered  out  of  action  at  5:30  p.  m. 

The  firing  from  Fort  Fisher  was  not  sustained  and  was  often  silenced 
for  a  considerable  time.  The  distance,  however,  seemed  too  great, 
although  the  practice  was  good  and  kept  the  fire  of  the  enemy  down. 

On  the  25th  I  did  not  get  in  position  until  2: 20  p.  m.,  when  I  tried 
my  rifle  range  at  about  1,700  yanls,  and  anchored  within  half  a  ship's 
length  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Colorado,  as  directed  by  verbal 
order,  and  opened  with  the  IX-inch  guns  most  eftectively,  using  but 
one  division  at  a  time. 

The  enemy's  tire,  as  on  the  day  before,  was  feeble  and  not  sustained, 
and  was  several  times  silenced  for  half  an  hour. 

Held  my  position  until  ordered  to  withdraw  at  4:55,  but  afterwards 
steamed  up  to  Minnesota's  stern  and  reniained  there  with  a  slight 
renewal  of  my  fire  until  ordered  to  retire  from  action  and  reserve  am- 
munition, then  growing  short,  for  the  assault. 

Although  fairly  exposed,  received  but  few  hits  and  no  damage  of  the 
slightest  consequence.  The  enemy's  practice  was  bad  on  both  days, 
owing,  I  presume,  to  the  steady  and  well-directed  tire  of  the  large  ships 
and  ironclads. 
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From  my  position  on  the  wheelhonse  overlooking  my  entire  battery, 
I  had  every  otlicer  and  man  under  my  observation,  and  I  have  sincere 
pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  fine  bearing,  zeal,  and  gallantry  of  the 
divisional  officers,  viz.  Lieutenant  Bartlett  and  Acting  Ensign  Ehoades, 
of  the  first  division ;  Lieutenant  Brown,  commanding  second  division; 
Acting  Ensign  Laycock,  commanding  third  division;  Acting  Master 
Porter,  commanding  fourth  division,  and  First  Lieutenant  William 
Wallace,  who,  with  his  fine  company  of  marines,  handled  most  effect- 
ively two  extra  IX -inch  guns. 

LieutenantOommander  Blake,  my  executive  officer,  is  all  I  can  desire 
in  battle — cool  and  collected,  calm  and  intelligent.  He  is  my  riglit- 
hand  man. 

I  also  beg  to  call  special  attention  to  Ensign  Preble,  the  master  of 
this  shij),  who,  whether  under  fire  or  any  other  circumstances,  has 
proved  himself  without  a  superior  in  intelligence  or  ability  on  board 
the  vessel. 

My  aid.  Master's  Mate  Cooper,  was  prompt  in  answering  signals  and 
in  his  spare  moments  used  the  12  pounder  howitzer  on  the  hurricane 
deck  with  effect. 

Thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  ])owder  division,  Acting  Ensign  Bern- 
bum,  Gunner  Waugh,  and  Sailmaker  Holbrook,  the  ammunition  was 
promptly  supplied  throughout  the  engagement. 

The  engines,  under  the  control  of  Ohief  Engineer  Johnson  and  his 
able  assistants,  were  at  all  times  ready  for  duty. 

Boatswain  Z.  Whitmarsh  and  Carpenter  J.  E.  Miller,  stationed  in  the 
master's  division,  not  only  performed  their  own  duties  with  intelligence, 
but  gave  valuable  aid  wherever  they  could. 

The  subordinate  officers  of  the  divisions,  the  captains  of  the  guns  and 
their  spirited  crews  have  my  thanks  for  their  labors  those  two  days. 

In  short,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  action  this  ship  will 
always  be  found  efficient,  wherever  she  may  be  placed. 

If  no  more  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  by  the  fleet  from  the 
operations  of  the  24th  and  25th,  we  must  look  to  the  Army  for  cause. 
The  Navy  seems  to  have  sustained  itself. 

I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  injuries  to  the  hull  and  rigging,  as 
also  gunner's  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition.  The  reports  of 
the  commanding  officers  in  this  division  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  W.   GODON, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Fourth  Division  North  Atlantic  JSquadron, 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Bnclosures.] 

U.  S.  8.  8USQUEHANNA, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  November  [December],  30, 1864. 
8iR :  I  respectfully  report  that  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  the 
only  casualty  occurring  in  the  engine  department  was  a  damage  to  the 
smokestack,  a  round  shot  having  gone  completely  through  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  Johnson, 

Chief  Engineer. 
CoiAmodore  8.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  December  30, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  casualties 
in  my  department  during  the  action  of  the  li4th  and  25th:  Main  lift 
shot  away;  both  maintopmast  stays  (chain),  foretop  bowlines.  With 
tbe  above  exceptions,  no  other  damage  done  to  anything  appertaining 
to  my  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  Whitmarsh, 

Boatswain. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


XJ.  S.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 
Off  Beaufort,  N".  0.,  December  30,  1864. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  this 
ship  sustained  in  the  engagement  of  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant: 

On  the  starboard  afterguard,  frame  and  joiner  work  nearly  torn  off, 
and  inside  of  nettings,  from  the  concussion  by  the  continual  firing  of 
the  guns. 

The  first  cutter  and  barge  were  so  damaged  by  the  concussion  as  to 
be  unserviceable  and  beyond  repairs. 

The  gig  was  also  torn  apart  by  a  hawser  leading  astern,  which  was 
entirely  unavoidable. 

A  shell  from  the  enemy  exploded  outside  of  the  wheelhouse,  of  which 
a  piece  struck  the  shot  rack  and  deck  of  the  engine-room  hatch  on  the 
starboard  side. 
All  of  which  is  submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  E.  Miller, 

Carpenter. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Tnscaxora. 

U.  S.  S.  TUSCAROBA, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  general  signal  just  made,  I  am  gratified  to 
state  that  though  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy  fell  during  the  two 
days'  bombardment  in  every  direction  around  me,  none  struck  the  ship, 
nor  have  I  to  report  any  casualty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Fbailey, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
liear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  U.  S.  Hayy,  commaxidiiig  U.  S.  8.  Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  30, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedVeii^^ \jo  ^o\5^  %\^\i^  wv 
the  24th  instant  to  form  line  of  battle,  I  took  my  «VaAao\im^^  ^^«fipa.^ 
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line  and  continaed  with  the  fleet,  which  stood  in  for  the  batteries  on 
Federal  Point,  when  at  2 :  30  I  received  your  verbal  orders  to  take  i>osi- 
tion  near  the  Xew  Ironsides^  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  I  opened 
lire  with  starboard  guns  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  3 :  15  p.  m.  an  unfortunate  accident  occurred,  caused  by  the  burst- 
ing of  the  10()i>ounder  Parrott  riHe  into  fragments,  wounding  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  O.  Vassallo  (at  tbe  time  coolly  sighting  the  gun ) 
and  killing  8  men  and  wounding  12  others  severely.  A  few  moments 
after  this  I  received  and  obeyed  your  orders  to  go  nearer  the  Neic  Iron- 
sidesj  and  a  continuous  and  eti'ective  fire  was  kept  up  until  your  signal 
was  made  at  4: 50  p.  ra.  to  withdraw  from  battle. 

I  regret  to  report  tbat  during  the  afternoon  the  gunboat  Patctuxet 
collided  with  me,  doing  some  injury. 

On  the  25th  instant,  after  putting  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  the  hospital  ship  Fort  Jackson^  in  accordance  to  orders,  I  took  my 
position  in  line  of  battle,  and  at  2:40  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal, 
placed  this  ship  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Colorado,  and  port  quarter  of 
the  SiisquehanrMj  anchoring  head  and  stern.  An  effective  fire  was  then 
opened  from  the  starboard  guns  at  about  1,800  yards  distance  from  the 
fort,  which  was  continued  until  4:30  p.  m.,  when  my  supply  of  ammu- 
nition falling  short,  I  withdrew  from  action  without  having  received 
the  slightest  injury. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  the  fire  of  the  fleet  was  very  effective, 
and  so  severe  as  to  silence  the  enemy's  guns  for  nearly  an  hour.  The 
works  were  very  much  damaged,  almost  every  shell  going  into  them. 
From  my  point  of  view  I  thought  their  condition  was  such  that  had  a 
vigorous  assault  been  made  during  the  night  they  might  have  been 
carried. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  the  ofticers  and  men  under  my  command  during  the  engage- 
ment. Amidst  the  depressing  effect  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the  Par- 
rott gun  and  the  loss  of  20  of  the  crew,  I  could  not  but  admire  the 
intrepidity  of  the  men  in  working  their  guns  under  the  enemy's  fire. 

1  would  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Wil- 
liam Shipman  (coxswain),  who,  as  captain  of  No.  2  gun,  was  stationed 
near  the  Parrott  rifle  when  the  accident  took  place.  This  man,  seeing 
the  eftect  produced  by  the  explosion^  at  once  encouraged  those  around 
him  by  exclaiming,  "Go  ahead,  boys;  this  is  only  the  fortune  of  war!'' 
He  richly  deserves  a  meilal  at  the  hands  of  the  Department.  The  con- 
duct of  Ensign  W.  W.  Maclay  and  Acting  [Master's]  Mates  William 
Cooper  and  Kdward  [A.]  Sibell,  by  their  coolness  in  encouraging  the 
men  at  their  guns  in  tne  midst  of  the  carnage  surrounding  them,  is  also 
deserving  of  special  mention. 

The  reports  of  the  different  departments  of  this  ship,  which  have 
been  duly  transmitted,  will  show  the  amount  of  damage  received  and 
the  casualties  which  occurred  on  board  during  the  two  days'  operations. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Captaifi, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbk, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  iSquadron,  Flagship  Malvern, 
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Seport  of  Captain  Bteedman,  U.  B.  Havy,  commanding  U.  B.  8.  Tioonderoga,  forwarding 

additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  TiCONDBROGA, 

Off  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  Decemher27^  1864. 

SiB:  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  transmit  the  following  rei)orts,  viz: 

Ist.  The  surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded  during  the  engage- 
nient  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher. 

2d.  The  gunner's  report*  and  account  of  ammunition  expended. 

3d.  Boatswain's  report. 

4th.  Carpenter's  report.* 

No  other  injuries  were  sustained. 

By  the  bursting  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun  there  were  5  men 
killed  and  4  wounded,  belonging  to  that  gun,  and  3  killed  and  7  wounded, 
belonging  to  the  No.  1  IX-inch  gun. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman,  Captain, 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloeknding  Squadron. 

[Knclognren.] 

U.   8.   S.   TiCONDEROGA, 

Off  Wilmington^  N.  C.j  Bei^emher  25^  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  vessel 
daring  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  and  Fort  Fisher  at  Federal 
Point,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  day  of  December,  1864  (caused  by 
the  bursting  of  our  100-pounder  Parrott  gun). 

C.  J.  Clebornb, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

[Sub(*ncloMure.] 
Killed. 


No. 


Name. 


Rate. 


How  killed. 


I  John  Hill Seaman 

'  James  MnCormick ' ilo.. 

LudwigE.  Wiltz do 

Charlett  G.  Stit«s  . 

James  T.  Duify... 
:  James  McMillen.. 
I  James  T.  Ward... 

William  Sinton... 


Ordinary  seaman. 

Landsman 

....do 

....do 

Socond-class  boy  . 


Wounded, 


No. 


I 


Name. 


Kate. 


9 
10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 


Edward  R.  Bowman  . . 

Charles  Brown 

William  E.  Kochow.. 

Loais  G.  Vassallo 

William  Jones 

James  Williams 

Phineas  Snyder 

Jacob  Holt 

ShaltzB.  Martin 

Cornelias  Collins 

William  H.Milliken.. 


By  the  bursting  of  100-pouuder  I*arrott  gun. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Uo. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Character  of  wound. 


Fracture  of  left  leg. 

Compound  fracture  of  left,  thigh. 


Qnnrtormaster 

Seaman .  „ 

do j  Incised  wound  of  right  eyebrow, 


Acting  volunteer  lieutenant. 
Ordinary  seaman 

do 

do 

Landsman 

do 

Marine  private.. 
Ordinal^  seaman 


Incised  wound  of  left  eyebrow  and  iiiuuth. 

Fracture  of  forearm. 

Fracture  of  left  leg. 

Wound  of  left  thigh. 

Wound  cf  left  hip. 

Abrasion  of  left  hip. 

Do. 
Abrasion  of  left  leg. 


Total,  8  killed  and  11  wounded ;  grand  total,  19. 


*  Not  found. 
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U.  S.  S.  TiCONDEROaA, 
Off  Beaufort  J  N.  C,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  injuries  to  the  rigging  of  this  ship 
during  the  engagement  on  December  24  and  25  with  Fort  Fisher,  viz: 
Port  main  topgallant  backstay  cut  away ;  starboard  fore-topsail  sheets 
cut  away. 

Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ubnry  £.  Barnes, 

Boatswain, 
Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

U,  8,  iS.  Ticonderoga, 


Report  of  Cominaxider  Guest,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  B.  B.  loeoo. 

U.  S.  8.  Iosco, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  27, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  24th  instant  this  ship  took 
the  position  in  the  line  assigned  her  in  general  orders  in  the  attack  on 
the  forts  on  Federal  Point.  The  firing  from  the  ships  had  soon  silenced 
the  forts  and  set  fire  to  the  quarters.  I  found  but  little  life  in  the  bat- 
teries excepting  the  Mound,  to  which  I  directed  my  fire  and  succeeded 
in  knocking  down  the  rebel  fiag.  This  was  in  return  for  a  shot  which 
carried  away  the  head  of  our  foremast. 

The  condition  of  affairs  at  the  forts  at  this  time  was  such  that  I  am 
convinced  the  troops  could  have  occupied  them  easily  had  they  been 
ashore. 

On  the  25th  I  led  in  this  ship,  followed  by  the  vessels  you  had  placed 
under  my  orders,  to  attack  the  Mound,  viz,  Tacony,  Sassacm,  Quaker 
City,  Ma<ikinaw,  Paictuxet,  Osceola,  Pontoosuc,  Marat anza,  and  Chippewa, 
and  approached  as  near  as  the  water  would  permit  (10^  feet)  on  the 
edge  of  the  shoal.  The  i)ilots  refused  to  go  any  nearer.  After  the  ves- 
sels opened,  the  fire  from  the  batteries  was  very  freble.  At  the  Mound 
the  rebels  could  be  plainly  seen  running  uj)  to  the  top  to  fire  when  we 
ceased,  and  as  hastily  running  down  to  shelter  immediately  after. 

The  boats  of  the  vessels  above  mentioned  were  meanwhile,  under 
Lieutenant  Cushing,  dragging  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

At  3  p.  m.  I  received  your  orders  to  assist  to  land  troops  with  the 
boats  of  all  the  vessels  under  my  orders,  which  was  immediately  obeyed 
so  far  as  sending  the  boats,  but  the  difficulty  was  that  no  soldiers  would 
land.  On  tlie  contrary,  the  boats  of  these  vessels  were  employed  in 
taking  them  on  board  the  transports,  the  rush  being  so  great  that  in 
one  case  those  who  could  not  get  into  the  boat  hung  on  to  the  stern  and 
were  towed  off. 

Tlie  conduct  of  all  on  board  this  vessel  was  very  satisfactory  during 
the  bombardment.  The  discipline  and  general  efficiency  of  the  crew  are 
due  to  their  excellent  training  by  Lieutenant  C.  L.  Franklin,  execu- 
tive officer.  Acting  Ensign  W.  Jameson  shot  away  the  fiagstaff  on 
the  Mound.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Scovel  volunteered  for  duty 
on  deck,  which  he  performed  creditably.  On  the  2Gth  and  during  the 
night, covered  the  right  flank  of  the  army  by  shelling  the  woods;  27tb, 
boats  embarking  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 

Commander. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  S<]ua(lron,  ojj  AVilmmgtoiv. 
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Ataftnet  log  of  the  U.  8.  B.  Quaker  City,  Commander  William  F.  Spioer. 

December  22 j  1804. — A.t  II  a.  in.  flagship  Malvern  got  underway  and 
stood  to  the  westward,  followed  by  the  Nansemond^  with  the  powder 
boat  in  tow. 

December  23. — At  4:30  p.  m.  steamed  ahead  in  line  in  company  with 
the  fleet.    At  5 :  20  came  to  anchor.    All  the  fleet  came  to  anchor. 

December  24, — At  1:15  a.  m.  a  large  fire  observed  bearing  W.  J  N. 
At  1 :  45  an  explosion  occurred  and  the  fire  was  extinguished.  At  7 :  10 
got  underway  and  stood  W.  by  N.  in  company  with  all  the  fleet.  At  9 
piped  to  quarters,  cast  loose  the  battery  on  both  sides,  and  got  ready 
for  action.  At  ^  p.  m.  got  into  position  and  opened  fire.  At  first  fire 
from  the  lOO-pounder  the  muzzle  burst  about  4  feet  from  face,  a  large 
piece  landing  on  deck,  slightly  wounding  George  F.  Locke.  Our  fire 
directed  upon  Fort  Fisher  and  Mound  battery.  Made  signal  to  the 
CherokeCjheiT  shell  exploding  near  and  over  us;  also  the  Keystone  State. 
At  5 :  10  p.  m.  a  shot  from  the  Mound  struck  on  our  starboard  bow,  pene- 
trating the  planking.  At  5: 20  hove  up  and  stood  out  in  company  with 
the  fleet. 

December  25. — At  10  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  us.  Steamed  along- 
side the  Malvern;  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  follow  the  Iosco. 
Took  up  position  in  line,  following  the  Iosco.  At  10:45  the  Ironsides 
opened  fire  on  the  fort.  At  11  the  Minnesota  opened  fire  on  the  fort. 
At  11:30  an  army  transport  preparing  to  land,  we  steaming  toward  the 
Mound  battery,  following  the  Iosco.  At  12:35  a  small  boat  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Cushing  stood  in  toward  the  Mound.  At  1 :  10  p.  m.  we 
opened  fire  upon  the  Mound  battery,  our  shots  falling  short.  At  2:05 
sent  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  to  report  to  the  Iosco. 
At  2:26  p.  m.  received  an  order  from  the  admiral  to  cease  firing  and 
drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes.  Order  previously  complied  with  by 
order  of  the  Iosco.  At  4:20  p.  m.  the  Iosco  made  signal.  Steaming 
toward  tlie  army  transports,  the  army  landing  on  the  beach,  the  gun- 
boats shelling  the  woods.  At  5:30  p.  m.  set  steam  and  signal  lights. 
At  5: 45  the  Nansemond  brought  orders  from  the  admiral  to  look  out  for 
and  take  in  tow  the  ironclad  Canonicus  if  necessary,  in  case  it  came  on 
to  blow.  Steamed  toward  the  ironclads.  At  7 :  10  spoke  the  Saugus^ 
asked  where  the  Canonicus  was;  also  spoke  the  Ironsides,  Stood  out 
jy.  S.  E. ;  spoke  the  Mahopac  and  Manadnock.  At  8  found  the  Canonicus, 
At  8: 15  lowered  the  first  cutter  to  run  a  hawser  to  the  Canonicus.  At 
8:30  the  Canonicus  communicated  with  us;  took  the  hawser  on  board 
again.  At  9: 15  came  to  anchor  near  the  Canonicus.  At  midnight  saw 
a  flash  of  guns  on  the  batteries. 

'December  26. — At  8  a.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Got  underway 
and  stood  in  for  the  8au{ius.  At  8 :  40  spoke  the  Saugus  and  sent  a  boat 
to  her  with  orders  to  heave  her  anchor  up.  Hove  to  near  the  SauguSy 
waiting  to  take  her  in  tow.  At  11 :  45  gave  the  Saugus  oui-  hawser  and 
started  off  B.  S.  E. 

December  27. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  in  to  Beaufort.  At  3 :  45  p. 
m.  the  Saugus  cast  off  our  hawser. 


Beport  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Poet  Jackson, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  27 ^  IBM. 
Sir:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel 
under  my  command  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  FisUet; 
At  11  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to  %\^«^.  ti:Q\Ki>()si.v^  '^^*^* 
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ship,  formed  in  Hue  of  battle  and  stood  in  with  the  fleet,  taking  up  posi- 
tion as  the  leading  ship  of  the  second  line,  and  at  2: 10  p.  m.  anchored 
head  and  stern  ahead  of  the  Juniata,  as  i>er  order  and  plan  of  battle, 
with  the  Mound  bearing  W.  ^  N.,  and  opening  ui)on  the  batteries 
between  the  Mound  and  Fort  Fisher  with  spar  deck  rifles,  1(K)  pounder 
and  30-pounder,  and  main-deck  IX-inch  shell  guns.  At  2:30  p.  m., 
finding  that  we  were  dragging  our  anchor  in  the  quicksand,  and  that 
owing  to  the  crankness  of  the  ship  our  main-deck  guns  were  not  reach- 
ing when  the  spar-deck  rifles  were  pivoted  on  the  same  side,  I  hove 
up  the  anchor,  and,  cutting  the  stem  hawser  to  prevent  fouling  the. 
Juniatn,  I  stood  in  ahead  of  her  farther  in,  for  a  bettei*  position  nearer 
the  batteries.  At  this  time  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  senior  ship  of 
the  line,  made  signal  to  follow  her,  and  we  stood  around  to  the  north 
end  of  the  liiie  of  battle,  taking  up  position  without  anchoring  near  the 
ironclads,  opening  upon  the  enemy  at  a  shorter  range  than  in  our  first 
position,  which  we  kept  up  until  signal  was  made  to  retire. 

On  our  way  to  our  last  position  we  were  hailed  by  the  Yantic  for 
surgical  aid,  her  100-pounder  having  burst  and  disabled  part  of  her 
crew.    Sent  on  board  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  O'Callaghan. 

Amid  the  continued  shower  of  shells  exploding  over  the  fort  and  bat- 
teries it  was  impossible  to  see  what  execution  was  done  by  our  own 
guns. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  is  as  follows : 

22  100-i)ounder  shell,  Parrott  rifle;  35  30-pounder  shell,  Parrott  rifle: 
22  IXinch  shell. 

We  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

On  the  25th  instant  the  Fort  Jacl'son  was  detailed  to  receive  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  fleet,  after  which  we  stood  in  for  the  beach. 
Sent  out  boats  to  assist  the  army  in  landing,  and,  in  obedience  to  your 
directions,  followed  them  along  as  they  proceeded  toward  Port  Fisher, 
to  give  you  notice  of  the  time  of  assault,  but  which  not  taking  place, 
we,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  stood  for  the  anchorage  of  the  fleet 
at  dark. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 
Captain,  IL  S,  Navy. 

liear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Ftagnhip  Malvern, 


Report  of  Captain  OliBton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  of  the  captan 

of  Flag  Fond  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Wilmington,  Devemher  J2r,,  1804. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  admiral  that  we  landed  the 
troops  this  day  at  1  p.  ni.  in  41  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Nor- 
man 11.  Farquhar,  who  was  with  General  Curtis,  and  tliey  were  the 
first  to  land.  In  these  boats  there  were  500  men  and  oHicers,  all  of 
whom  were  landed  without  any  accident  whatever.  At  the  time  the 
troops  landed,  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  on  Flag  Pond  battery,  a  boat 
was  sent  immediately  from  the  Britannia,  Tristram  Sfumdy,  llowquah, 
and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.    The  Britannia^a  boat's  crew  and  otlicer  were 
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the  first  to  reach  the  fort,  when  64  privates,  1  captain,  and  1  lieutenant 
sarreudered  themselves  with  their  arms  to  the  navy.  This  occurrence 
took  place  before  the  troops  reached  the  fort.  All  the  prisoners  were 
then  sent  on  board  of  this  ship  as  prisoners  of  war  and  are  now  here, 
subject  to  your  orders.  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  prisoners. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  U,  8,  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqtuidron,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C, 


Report  of  Captain  Olinon,  U.  S.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the 

landing  of  troops. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  ;,  I8(i5. 

Sir:  lu  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  of  December,  1804, 1 
have  the  honor  to  report  to  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter  that  the 
U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba  took  her  station  on  the  24th  December,  1864, 
as  directed  on  the  chart  of  the  plan  for  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher.  We  fired  IC'i  projectiles,  all  of  which  did  good  service.  This 
ship  was  struck  once,  disabling  her  \7ash-deck  pumps,  this  being  the 
only  damage  done  to  this  ship. 

The  fire  of  the  fleet  was  terrific,  and  the  fort  was  much  damaged, 
guns  dismounted,  quarters  burned,  one  magazine  blown  up,  and  guns 
silenced  and  the  meu  driven  to  their  casemates.  I  feel  convinced  if  an 
assaulting  party  had  attempted  to  enter  the  fort,  it  could  have  been 
easily  taken  on  the  first  day. 

On  the  second  day  I  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  landing  of  troops 
with  an  adequate  force  to  have  landed  all  the  troops  in  a  very  short 
time.  I  stood  in  close  to  the  beach,  and  after  shelling  Half  Moon  and 
Flag  Pond  batteries,  I  anchored  my  vessels  in  two  divisions,  leaving 
room  for  the  transports  to  anchor  between  the  two  divisions.  After 
the  trans])orts  anchored,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  proceed  for  the  troops, 
and  at  the  same  time  I  called  on  General  Butler,  and  I  informed  him 
that  I  was  ordered  to  assist  him  in  landing  the  troops,  wlien  he 
informed  me  that  ^e  was  only  going  to  land  500  men.  I  remarked  that 
it  would  be  better  to  land  more,  as  it  was  probable  that  we  would  not 
be  able  to  land  any  the  next  day,  as  we  might  have  bad  weather. 
General  Butler  then  remarked  that  we  had  better  not  land  any,  but 
the  order  was  given  to  land  500,  and  J  ordered  Lieutenant  Fanjuhar  to 
proceed  with  the  boats  to  land  the  troops,  and  500  were  landed  in  41 
boats,  and  the  boats  returned  for  more.  About  2,000  were  landed, 
when  the  order  came  for  the  troops  to  reembark,  and  we  commenced 
immediately  to  take  them  on  board  and  continued  the  work  until  about 
10  o'clock,  when  the  surf  became  so  heavy  that  it  was  impossible  to 
land. 

The  ship  lost  one  of  her  best  boats,  and  about  700  men  were  left  on 
shore  during  the  night  of  the  2r)th  of  December. 

The  forts  had  again  been  silenced  and  much  damage  done,  and  the 
fire  from  the  fieet  being  so  heavy  that  the  men  were  again  compelled 
to  seek  safety  in  their  casemates;  and  had  the  assaulting  party  that 
approached  so  near  the  fort  made  the  attempt  I  feel  convinced  tliat 
they  would  have  been  spccessful.    Enclosed  you  will  find  the  report  of 
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the  amount  of  ammunition  expended.  And  it  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  on  board  this  ship  did  his  duty 
in  this  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  U,  8.  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieatoiuuit-Commandar  Traxtnn,  U.  B.  Hayy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Tmoiij,  tndif- 

mitting  Uft  of  oaioaltiat. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  27,  1804. 

Sir:  1  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
vessel  under  my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  fortifica- 
tions at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant. 

On  the  24th  instant  I  took  the  position  assigned  this  vessel  in  line 
of  battle,  and  at  I  ]>.  ni.  anchored  head  and  stern  opposite  Fort  Fisher, 
distant  from  it  about  2,000  yards,  and  opened  tire  upon  the  fort  and 
earthworks  with  the  starboard  battery,  consisting  of  3  IX-inch,  2 
Xl-inch  guns,  and  2  12-i)oiuider  rified  howitzers.  Continued  engaged 
till  4:50  p.  m.,  when  I  hauled  oft'  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  flag 
ship,  without  damage  to  the  vessel  or  loss  of  men. 

On  the  25th  instant  again  took  position  assigned,  and  at  12  o^clock 
(meridian)  opened  fire  with  the  same  battery  as  used  on  the  24th  instant. 
This  time  onr  fire  was  directed  principally  at  the  Mound  or  Battery 
Lamb.  Continued  engaged  till  1:38  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing  and 
sent  the  cutter,  under  Acting  Master  Rudolph  Sommers,  and  the 
launch,  under  Acting  Ensign  James  B.  Taney,  to  drag  and  buoy  out 
the  channel.  While  the  boats  were  thus  engaged,  the  enemy's  batteries 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  by  which  the  cutter  (Acting  Master 
Sommerp)  was  sunk,  Henry  Sands  (seaman)  killed,  and  Joseph  Riley, 
qnart<»rniaster,  slightly  wounded.  I  have  no  other  casualties  to  report; 
the  vessel  is  uninjured. 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  ofticers  and  crew  was  ])erfect,  evincing  during 
both  (lays  coolness,  zeal,  and  intelligence. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  William  S.  Hostord,  in  charge  of  the 
after  powder  division,  did  good  service,  while  for  the  general  efficiency 
and  good  order  which  prevailed  I  am  indebted  to  the  energy  and  well- 
directed  abilities  of  Acting  Master  N.  S.  Morgan,  the  executive  officer 
of  the  vessel. 

1  enclose  a  statement  of  the  ammunition*  ex|)ended  on  the  24th  and 
25th  instant,  also  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

•  Not  fouDd. 
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[Enolosnre.J 

U.  S.  S.  TACONir, 
Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  37,  1864, 
BiR:  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  to  tbe  crew  of  this  vessel 
during  the  engagement  of  the  25th  instant  at  Federal  Point,  North 
Carolina: 

1.  Henry  Sands,  ordinary  seaman,  age  26;  both  legs  shot  away  at  the 
knee  joint,  while  on  a  boat  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  sounding  and 
dragging  the  channel  in  front  of  the  fortifications.  The  missile  is  sup- 
posed by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat  to  have  been  a  24  or  32  pound 
Whitworth  shot.  The  casualty  occurred  about  4  p.  m.  The  patient 
survived  about  two  hours. 

2.  Joseph  Riley,  quartermaster,  age  25;  two  slight  wounds  of  left 
gluteal  region,  received  at  the  same  time  and  place  from  splinters,  the 
boat  having  been  shattered  by  the  shot. 

Respectfully, 

George  Hopkins, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon, 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun. 


Report  of  lientenaiit-Coiiimander  Tmxtan,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  in  responBO  to  General  Order  Ho.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Beaufort,  K,  C,  December  30, 1864, 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  General  Order  No.  75,  directing  me 
to  report  on  the  condition  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  works  near  it  at  the 
close  of  the  late  naval  attacks  made  upon  it  by  the  fleet  under  your 
command  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  and  whether  it  was  uninjured 
as  a  defensive  work,  as  asserted  by  General  Butler. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  enemy's  fire  on  both  days  was  much 
less  than  I  expected;  the  barbette  guns  were  completely  silenced, 
while  the  casemated  batteries  fired  but  rarely.  On  the  close  of  the 
25th  the  fire  of  the  batteries  was  so  feeble  it  seemed  to  me  the  assault 
by  the  army  might  have  been  made  with  every  prospect  of  success. 
1  was  in  a  position  commanding  a  clear  and  unobstructed  view  of  the 
north  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  upon  which  I  counted  nine  guns,  without  a 
man  near  them,  and  from  which  I  did  not  see  a  shot  fired  for  hours. 
These  guns  commanded  the  seabeach  on  which  the  troops  had  landed, 
and  upon  which  they  could  plainly  be  seen  advancing  in  widely  sepa- 
rated detachments  toward  the  fort.  Up  to  sundown  1  am  quite  certain 
no  assault  on  the  works  was  made  by  the  troops;  at  daylight  I  learned 
to  my  surprise  they  had  not  only  embarked,  but  were  leaving  for 
Hampton  Hoads.  I  am  unable  to  stat^  the  condition  of  the  works,  but 
I  am  certain  the  navy  performed  all  that  could  have  been  expected  of 
it,  and  that  it  did  not  receive  from  the  army  the  spirited  and  gallant 
support  it  looked  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic)  Squadron, 
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Seport  of  Commander  Oliti,  U.  B.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  B.  Otoaola,  tranmittlng  additional 

reports  of  caioaltlee,  etc 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina^  December  27  ^  1864. 

Admiral:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  with  Port  Fisher 
and  the  adjacent  batteries  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant: 

After  taking  our  position  as  per  plan,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th 
instant,  and  opening  fire,  we  were  signaled  about  3  p.  m.  to  come  within 
hail,  and  under  your  instructions  to  change  our  position  to  one  closer 
to  the  batteries.  We  took  a  position  about  3:50  p.m. inside  of  the 
Juniata  and  alieard  of  the  Tacony^  where  we  reopened  fire,  directing 
almost  our  entire  attention  to  the  Mound  fort  and  the  batteries  imme- 
diately in  its  vicinity.  At  4:50  p.  m.  we  received  a  X-inch  solid  shot 
about  3  feet  below  the  water  line,  which  passed  through  the  side- 
through  the  sandbags  placed  to  protect  the  boiler,  and  into  the  star- 
board boiler,  passing  into  No.  4  furnace.  In  conseciuence  of  this  mis- 
fortune 6  men  were  scalded,  2  very  badly.  We  continued  firing  till 
the  water  had  nearly  reached  the  fires,  when  I  deemed  it  expedient  to 
move  out  of  line  and  made  signal  ^<  Disabled ;''  and  still  finding  that 
the  water  was  gaining  very  rapidly,  extinguishing  the  fires  underneath 
the  port  boiler,  I  signaled  "Sinking."  By  this  time,  having  resiched 
the  outer  line,  lower^  a  boat  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  ]>artjally 
stopping  the  leak. 

1  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the  promptness  with  which  Lieutenant- 
Ooinmander  Upshur,  of  the  A.  I).  Vance^  and  Lieutenant-Commander 
Truxtiin,  of  the  Tacony^  came  to  my  assistance,  the  former  taking  us  in 
tow  and  towing  us  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

On  the  25tli  instant  at  8: 20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  our  station 
astern  of  the  Tacony,  subsequently  reported  by  order  to  ("ommander 
Guest  and  went  into  position,  opening  fire  on  the  Mound  fort.  Sent 
in  a  bout  to  drag  for  torpedoes  and  sound  out  the  channel.  At  2  p.  m. 
ceased  fire  by  signal  from  the  Tosco.  At  4:15  p.  m., in  obedience  to 
signal,  followed  the  Iosco  to  assist  in  reembarking  the  troops.  After 
arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  landing  of  the  troops  was  being 
effected,  we  sent  two  launches  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned.  We 
anchored  at  about  7:30  p.  m.  close  to  the  bea(ih.  The  first  launch 
returned  to  this  vessel  at  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  2(ith  instant.  The  sec- 
ond launch  was  stove  on  the  beach  and  afterwards  burned  by  the  crew, 
it  being  impossible  to  save  her. 

i  am  happy  to  say  that  the  of!i(»er8  and  men  under  my  command  did 
their  duty  most  thoroughly.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant 
John  Weidman  for  his  elticient  aid  during  the  action,  and  the  good 
discipline  and  drill  of  the  crew. 

I  herewith  enclose  reports  of  (*.asualties,  injuries,  et<^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  H.  Clitz, 
Commander^  U,  S.  Navy, 

Itear-Admiral  David  I).  Pobter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqtindron^  Beaufort^  N,  C. 

lEnolonnrwH.) 

U.  8.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  Wilmington  Bar^  December  27 ^  1S64. 
Sir:  The  injuries   received  during  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  batteries  are  as  follows: 
At  4: 50  p.  m.  on  the  24th  instant  a  X-inch  solid  or  hollow  shot  struck 
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the  hull  of  the  vessel  14  feet  forward  of  starboard  paddle  wheel  and 
2  feet  below  the  water  line,  parsing  throagli  the  side  of  the  vessel, 
through  the  sand  bags  placed  between  the  starboard  boiler  and  the 
skin  of  the  ship  into  No.  4  furnace.  A  shot  plag  secured  in  the  shot 
hole  stopped  the  leak  in  a  great  measure.  At  5 :  10  p.  ro.  a  leak  was 
reported  in  the  after  magazine  on  starboard  side,  and  on  examination 
shortly  afterwards  found  2^  feet  water  in  the  after  magazine  and  shell 
room.  The  leak  was  found  to  be  in  the  after  magazine  and  shell  rooms, 
4  feet  from  the  water  line.  Both  the  magazine  and  shell  room  will  have 
more  or  less  water  in  them  until  the  leak  is  stopped.  The  gig  was 
badly  damaged  by  the  concussion  of  the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck.  At 
9  p.  m.  on  the  25th  instant  the  two  launches  were  sent  away  to  trans- 
port troops.  The  second  launch  was  destroyed  on  the  beach,  it  being 
stove.  AH  the  crew  are  aboard  with  the  exception  of  William  Booze, 
who  was  last  seen  aboard  of  one  of  the  transports.  There  were  lost  in 
the  boat  9  cartridge  boxes  and  belts,  with  60  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
each  box  for  Sharps  and  Hawkins  rifle,  1  box  of  ammunition  containing 
1,000  rounds  for  Sharps  and  Hawkins  rifle,  1  revolver,  14  oars,  2  boat 
hooks,  14  rowlocks,  2  20  gallon  water  breakers,  1  ax,  2  boat  grapnels, 
1  half  bariel  of  pork. 

liespectfully  submitted. 

John  Weidman, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8,  Osceola, 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  New  Inlety  North  Carolina^  December  27 j  1864, 
Sib  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  have  happened 
on  board  this  steamer : 
Joseph  Watson,  coal  heaver,  scald. 
Zacharia  Mead,  coal  heaver,  scald. 
Timothy  Donovan,  second-class  fireman,  s(!ald. 
John  Evans,  coal  heaver,  scald. 
Michael  Doherty,  second-class  fireman,  scald. 
William  O'Oonnell,  first-class  fireman,  scald. 
William  B.  Hews,  landsman,  metacarpal  fracture. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

George  F.  Winslow, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  Wilmington  Bar,  North  Carolina,  December  27,  isdi. 
Sir:  On  the  24th  instant,  at  5:05  p.  m.,  the  starboard  boiler  of  this 
ship  was  disabled  by  a  X-iuch  solid  shot  passing  through  back  of  boiler 
into  furnace  No.  4, 17  inches  below  water  line. 
It  is  impossible  to  repair  tlie  injury  until  the  ship  is  docked. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McCausland, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer,  in  Charge, 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U,  tS,  S.  Osceola. 
V  w  R— VOL  11 23 
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Report  of  Comnuuider  Olits,  U.  B.  Hayy,  oommanding  U.  8.  B.  Otoaola,  in  raipoiiM  to  O«iioral 

Order  Ho.  76. 

U.  8.  8.  OSOEOLA, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  5,  1S65. 
Admiral  :  In  compliance  with  General  Order  No.  75, 1  have  to  state 
that  I  observed  daring  both  days  of  the  attack  that  the  fire  from  the 
Ibrts  had  almost  entirely  ceased. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  works  could  have  been  carried  by  onr 
tr(K>p8  had  they  made  an  assault. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Merry,  of  this 
vessel,  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  troops  on  shore. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N,  C, ' 

[Bnclosurp.] 

U.  8.  8.  Osceola, 
Beaufort  Harbor,  North  Carolina,  January  3, 1865. 

8iR:  I  would  respectfully  state  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  on  the 
25th  ultimo  I  went  on  shore  in  charge  of  the  second  launch  to  assist  in 
reembarking  the  troops  that  had  been  landed  that  morning. 

After  successfully  taking  off  a  number  of  loads  my  boat  was  swamped 
and  stove  on  the  beiich,  rendering  me  unable  to  render  any  farther 
assistance. 

In  conversation  with  General  Curtis  and  many  of  his  officers  I  learned 
that  a  general  dissatisfaction  prevailed  among  them  on  account  of  the 
order  to  fall  back.  I  asked  why  they  were  doing  so,  and  was  told  that 
they  did  not  know  any  other  reason  than  except  it  being  an  order  from 
General  Butler. 

I  heard  some  of  the  officers  say  that  in  their  opinion  they  might  just 
as  well  have  been  in  Fort  Fisher  as  to  be  there  lying  in  the  sand.  I 
was  also  told  that  our  force  was  all  ready  to  assault  the  fort  and  that 
General  Curtis  had  sent  to  the  rear  for  i)erniission  to  do  so,  when  he  got 
the  order  to  fall  back  and  reembark  the  troops  as  soon  as  possible. 

While  on  shore  1  had  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  many  of  the 
prisoners,  and  learned  the  following  facts:  That  our  fire  had  been  very 
heavy  and  the  enemy's  works  had  been  demolished  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  some  of  their  guns  dismounted. 

I  remained  on  shore  all  the  next  day  and  night,  the  surf  running  so 
high  that  no  communications  could  be  had  with  the  fleet  by  boats  until 
toward  night.  The  next  day  I  assisted  with  my  men  in  getting  the 
remaining  troops  oft'  with  life  boat  belonging  to  the  transports.  After 
the  troops  were  all  oft'  I  returned  to  this  vessel  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  F.  Merry, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Olitz^ 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Osceola. 


Report  of  lientenant-Commander  Weaver,  U.  B.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  In 
reeponie  to  General  Order  Ho.  76. 

U.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  31, 1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  76, 1  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  with 
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the  enemy's  forts  at  month  of  Gape  Fear  Biver  on  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

At  IL  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  took  position  in  line  of  battle  as 
ordered  by  signal  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  2:20  p.  m.  took  our 
position  as  per  chart  plan,  and  at  2 :  35  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's 
batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Monnd.  Continued  firing  until 
5 :  35  p.  m.,  and  when  ordered  to  retire  the  enemy's  works  seemed  to  be 
mnch  damaged,  and  at  times  their  guns  were  completely  silenced. 

At  9 :  55  a.  m.  on  the  25th  Instant,  took  our  position  in  line  of  battle  as 
ordered  by  signal,  and  at  10: 40  a.  m.  commenced  engaging  the  enemy's 
forts.  At  11  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased  firing  and  sent  a  boat 
provided  with  grapnels  over  the  bar  to  drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

At  4 :  30  p.  m.  stood  to  the  northward  and  at  5 :  30  anchored  near  the 
army  transports  and  sent  boats  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 

The  firing  from  the  fleet  was  the  best  I  evpr  witnessed ;  the  forts 
seemed  to  be  much  damaged,  particularly  Fort  Fisher,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, had  an  assault  been  made  on  that  work  by  our  land  force  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day's  engagement  it  could  have  been  carried  with 
bat  little  opposition. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  on  board  this 
vessel  did  his  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Wbavbb, 
Lieutenant-  Comnumder, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comma/nding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^ 

Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N,  C. 


Report  of  lientenant-Commander  Davia,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Sasiaoiu,  in  response 

to  General  Order  Ho.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  31, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant,  in  line  of  battle,  in  position  assigned  by  your 
order,  fired  123  100- pounder  Parrott  shell,  10  100- pounder  shrapnel, 
119  IXinch  shell,  49  20 pounder  Dahlgren  shell,  12  12-pounder  Dahl- 
gren  shell;  all  of  which  were  directed  with  care  and  deliberation  at 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  enemy's  works  adjacent  thereto.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  commend- 
able during  the  two  days'  engagements.  The  fire  of  the  ships  through- 
out appeared  to  be  overwhelming,  the  enemy  not  replying  when  our 
guns  opened  with  vigor.  The  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  the 
works  of  the  enemy  were  much  injured,  so  much  so  that  an  assault 
determinedly  made  would  result  in  their  capture,  and  my  astonishment 
was  great  when  I  heard  that  the  army  had  resolved  on  a  retrograde 
movement,  as  1  considered  that  a  corresponding  effort  made  by  the 
land  forces  would  have  secured  the  success  of  the  combined  attack  of 
the  army  and  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  XJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Eeport  of  Aoting  Eniign  Cluwe,  U.  8.  Havy,  of  the  U.  8.  8.  8Miaeai,  regarding  aiditanee  rvB- 

dered  in  embarking  troops. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  28^  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  1  proceeded  to  assist  in  embarking 
troops  with  the  second  cutter,  leaving  Mr.  Wilson  [Allison!]  in  charge 
of  the  launch.  After  getting  off  five  or  six  boat  loads,  the  boat  was 
swamped  in  the  surf,  and  1  was  obliged  to  haul  her  up  on  the  beach, 
when  I  found  she  had  started  off  a  plank,  and  I  could  do  no  more  with 
her  till  morning. 

I  then  found  the  launch  had  also  been  swamped,  and  the  officer  and 
crew,  except  one  man  (Finnegan),  had  left  the  beach. 

The  next  day  I  got  the  launch  up  and  repaired  her  and  got  her  in 
readiness  to  launch  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  but  the  surf  was 
too  heavy  during  the  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Curtis  to  leave  the  boats  on  the  beach  and  assist 
in  getting  off  the  troops  in  life  boats,  and  some  of  the  Sasmcus^s  men 
were  sent  off  in  each  boat.  I  rendered  what  assistance  I  could  till  all 
the  troops  were  off,  and  then,  not  being  able  to  return  to  the  ScLsscicus^ 
I  went  on  board  the  fiagship  and  was  ordered  to  return  to  this  ship.  I 
protested  against  leaving  the  boats  without  trying  to  get  them  off',  but 
General  Curtis's  orders  were  positive,  and  he  said  he  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  boats.  They  were  afterwards  destroyed  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Butler. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Whitman  Cha«b, 

Acting  Ermign,  U,  S,  Navy, 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sa^aacvs, 


Report  of  Conunander  Trenohard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  liland. 

U.  S.  S.  liiTODE  Island, 
Beaufort^  N,  C,  January  1,  1865. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Rhode  Island  on  the  24th  ultimo  in  the  attack  upon  Fort 
Fisher  and  other  batteries. 

This  steamer  took  her  position  in  the  line  designated  upon  the  gen- 
eral plan  of  attack  at  2 :  50  p.  m.,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard  battery 
upon  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound;  swung  around,  moored  head  and 
stern,  and  continued  the  fire  with  the  port  battery  until  the  signal  was 
made  to  cease  firing. 

At  3:45  p.  m.  the  flag  on  Fort  Fisher  was  cut  away  by  a  gun  from 
the  second  division. 

The  Rhode  Island  was  not  struck,  and  there  were  no  casualties  on 
board  during  the  action.  Lieutenant  Frederic  K.  ISmith,  executive 
ofticer  of  this  vessel,  rendered  valuable  aid  in  carrying  out  my  orders 
during  the  action  and  in  getting  the  vessel  into  line. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  all  the  officers  behaved  with 
uncommon  coolness,  exhibiting  great  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  encouraging  the  men  to  do  the  same. 

The  petty  officers,  crew,  and  marines,  one  and  all,  behaved  well  at 
their  guns  and  other  stations,  discharging  their  duties  in  a  spirited 
manner,  and  maintaining  a  brisk  and  continuous  fire  upon  the  batteries. 
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I  enclose  herewith  the  gunner's  report*  of  ammunition  expended 
during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenciiabd, 

Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abitrmet  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  MontLceUo,  Acting  Volonteer  lieutenant  D.  A.  Campbell,  TT.  8.  Havy. 

December  24,  186 L— In  line  of  battle  off  New  Inlet.  At  10: 20  a.  m. 
flagship  made  signals  preparatory.  At  11:20  immediately  got  under- 
way and  stood  in  with  the  fleet.  At  12: 55  p.  m.  went  into  action  and 
opened  fire  on  the  batteries.  At  6:15  ceased  flriug  and  steamed  off- 
shore. Expended  88  32-pounder  shell;  40 IX-inch  shell;  40100-i>ounder 
shell;  168  fuzes. 

December  25. — Oft*  New  Inlet  reducing  forts.  At  9: 35  a.  ni.  flagship 
made  general  signal.  At  10  went  to  quarters.  At  10: 06  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  fired  the  first  shot  at  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  11:30  beat 
retreat.  The  Neic  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  shelling  Fort  Fisher  since 
10:45  a.  m.  Received  from  the  Malvern  80  navy  fuzes.  Saboted, 
strapped,  filled,  and  stowed  in  shell  room,  40  spare  ^hell  for  IXinch 
gun,  Dahlgren.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Shelling  the  forts.  At  3 
p.  m.  sent  the  second  cutter  to  buoy  out  channel  with  other  boats  of  the 
fleet.  At  3 :  50  boats  returned.  Fired  at  Mound  and  batteries  9  100- 
pounder  rifle  shell  and  1  IX-inch  shell.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  started  for  the 
transport  fleet  and  got  the  second  and  third  cutter  ready  for  landing 
troops,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Pettit  and  6  men,  armed,  and  third 
cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  Oroton,  with  4  men,  armed. 
Boats  left  and  returned  at  7 :  30  p.  m.  At  8 :  20  sent  in  two  boats  to 
bring  off  troops.     Boats  returned  at  12  midnight. 

December  26, — Oft  New  Inlet  with  transport  fleet.  From  6  to  8  p.  m., 
the  vessels  shelling  the  woods.  From  8  to  midnight,  the  gunboats 
firing  slowly  all  the  watch. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TT.  8.  8.  Maratansa,  Lieatenant-Commander  0.  W.  Tonng,  TT.  8.  Navy. 

December  24,  1804.— Oft'  Wilmington,  N.  C— At  12: 30  a.  m.  saw  light 
of  a  fire  bearing  N.  by  E.  J  E.  At  1:40  saw  a  small  explosion  in  the 
same  place;  at  the  same  time  the  fire  also  disappeared.  At  12 :  40  p.  m. 
heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Bald  Head  light-house;  supjwsed 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries.    Prepared  ship  for  action. 

December  25.— At  9  a.  m.  came  to  in  the  fleet.  At  9: 15  got  underway 
and  stooi  in  for  Fort  Fisher.  At  10: 50  the  Ironsides  o\>ene([  fire  on  the 
fort.  From  meridian  to  4  \).  m. :  Fleet  engaged  in  the  bombardment. 
At  1 :  10  p.  m.  commenced  firing  trom  our  IX-inch  gun;  fired  3  times  and 
then  ceased  by  order  of  the  admiral.  At  2: 35  sent  three  boats  in  the 
S.  E.  channel  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  3:50  the  boats  returned. 
From  4  to  0  p.  m.:  The  fleet  still  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Eeceived 
orders  to  remain  and  guard  the  JS.  E.  channel.  At  6:30  p.m.  heard 
firing  of  musketry  back  of  Fort  Fisher.  Firing  at  intervals  by  the 
enemy.  At  7  saw  a  fire  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight  firing  at  inter- 
vals from  Fort  Fisher. 

*Not  foand. 
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December  26. — At  1 :  30  a.  m.  Raw  a  heavy  discharge  of  moBketry  near 
Fort  Fisher;  also  of  heavy  guns.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heard  OQcasioiial 
ilriDg  from  heavy  guns  and  musketry  to  westward.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  went 
to  general  quarters  and  fired  4  shots  at  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  5 :  40 
p.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  fired  4  shots  from  the  IX  inch  toward  Half 
Moon  battery.  From  8  to  midnight:  Firing  at  intervals.  The  fleet 
firing.    Engaged  shelling  the  woods. 

December  27. — Fired  IX-inch  gun  5  times  during  the  night.  From  4 
to  8  a.  m.:  During  the  watch  fired  9  charges  from  IX-inch  gun  and  2 
from  howitzer  at  intervals.  At  8: 15  sent  first  and  second  launches  to 
assist  in  embarking  troops.  At  10:45  hoisted  all  boats  and  stood  oat 
to  sea. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Xonnt  Vemon,  Acting  Volantaer  lientenAnt  Jamec  Tratlieii,  U.  8. 

December  24 J 1864. — At  6: 30  a.  m.  spread  one  fire  and  steamed  ahead 
slow  W.  by  N.  Latitude  at  noon  33^  53'  N.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Con- 
siderable sea  on.  Discovered  that  the  fastenings  of  the  head  of  the 
rudderi>ost  were  loose  and  the  cleat  that  conOn^  the  stern  was  split, 
and  it  appeared  that  a  slight  strain  would  wrench  the  rudderpost  from 
its  socket  altogether,  therefore  thought  it  prudent  to  run  into  Beaufort 
for  repairs.    At  11 :  30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor. 

December  25. — At  10:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 


Abetraet  log  of  the  U.  8.  S.  AlakMuna,  Acting  Volimtaer  Lieutenmnt  Frank  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy. 

December  20,  1864. — At  anchor  off  New  Inlet. 

December  22, — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  lying  to  near  the  monitor  Maho- 
pac.  From  8  to  meridian,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship,  accom- 
panied the  Mahopac  in  the  direction  of  Ma^onboro  Inlet. 

December  24. — At  8:20  a.  m.  flagship  spoke  us  and  ordered  us  to 
accompany  the  Mahopac  inshore  and  then  report  to  the  Keystone  State. 
Sent  a  hawser  to  the  Mahopac  and  at  9  started  ahead  with  her  in  tow. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  tow  the  Mahopac^  her  stt^eriug  wheel  becoming 
unmanageable,  she  was  obliged  to  cast  off*  the  hawser.  At  11 :  15  ran 
the  ha\v.ser  to  her  again,  but  she  having  repaired  her  steering  gear 
started  ahead.  At  11:45  parted  the  hawser.  At  12:30  reported  to 
the  commander  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  took  our  jmsition  in  line.  At 
1  p.  m.  tlie  engagement  commenced  with  a  gun  from  the  New  Ironsides 
and  CanonicuH  and  soon  became  general  along  the  line.  At  3: 30  the 
flagstaff'  of  Fort  Fisher  was  shot  away.  At  3  the  Keystone  State  sig- 
naled.  Fired  our  forward  Parrott  rifle  12  times  at  the  Mound,  falling 
short  each  time.  At  5:30  the  flagship  signaled  to  the  squadron.  The 
ship  ceased  flring  and  ran  out  to  stsitiou. 

Deccfnber  2"). — At  10:45  a.m.  the  A,  D.  Vance  made  general  signal. 
Opened  fire  on  a  battery  ashore,  apparently  deserted.  At  11 :30  low- 
ered the  launch  and  cutter  and  sent  them  to  the  transjmrt  Ben  De  Ford 
to  transimrt  troops  ashore.  At  12  m.  a  12-pound  conical  shot  struck 
in  our  hull  on  the  port  side,  going  through  the  waterway  on  the  spar 
deck,  and  lodged  in  the  waterways  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  berth 
deck.  At  12: 15  p.  m.  hove  up  the  anchor,  the  battery  on  shore  flring 
lively,  three  shot  going  over  us.  At  1 :  20  spoke  the  Brooklyn.  At  2 :  15 
tiie  troops  commenced  to  land.    At  this  time  the  battery  ashore  seemed 
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to  be  silenoed.  At  2 :  45  p.  m.  the  Vance  made  signal.  Ceased  firing. 
At  5:20  p.m.  spoke  the  Emma.  She  ordered  us  to  anchor  in  line  of 
battle  and  shell  the  batteries  thronghout  the  night.  At  5 :  30  received 
orders  to  close  in  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  G :  45  launch  and 
first  cutter  returned.  At  7  beat  the  retreat  and  secured  the  battery. 
Firing  at  intervals  all  the  afternoon.  At  9 :  15  got  underway  and  stood 
oat  E.  S.  E. 

December  26. — ^At  6  a.  m.  started  ahead,  and  at  7 :  30  communicated 
with  the  Vance.  At  8  beat  to  quarters,  fired  at  intervals  at  the  battery. 
At  8:45  spoke  the  A.  D.  Vance  and  received  orders  to  fire  an  occasional 
shell  at  the  battery.  Kept  the  forward  Parrott  gun's  crews  at  quar- 
ters, and  fired  at  intervals  all  the  morning.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. ; 
firing  occasional  shots  at  the  battery  all  the  watch.  At  5  p.  m.  secured 
the  battery  and  closed  the  magazine.  From  8  to  midnight,  occasional 
firing  firom  the  gunboats  covering  the  troops  on  shore. 

December  27. — At  10  a.  m.  mustered  all  hands  and  transferred  the 
command  of  the  ship  to  Acting  Master  William  Bates,  the  resignation 
of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frank  Smith  having  been  accepted  by 
the  Navy  Department. 


B«port  of  Aotiag  Volonteer  LLeutenmnt  Baloh,  IT.  8.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  IT.  8.  Howqnah. 

TJ.  S.  S.  HOWQUAH, 
Off  New  Inlety  December  29, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  December  24,  at  1 :  45  p.  m.,  being  in  the  inner  line  in  4  and  5 
fathoms  of  water,  with  Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher  and  batteries  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet;  continued  firing 
until  5:20  p.  m.;  stood  ott'then  and  anchored  in  6^  fathoms  of  water. 

December  25. — At  8  a.  m.  passed  witliin  hail  of  the  Malvern  and  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  8 :  10  reported,  and  was 
ordered  to  follow  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  cover  the  landing  of  troops. 
At  9:30  ran  in  and  fired  at  the  Half  Moon  battery,  passing  down  to 
the  Flag  Pond  battery,  firing  at  intervals,  but  receiving  no  reply.  At 
11  was  sent  by  Captain  Glisson  to  General  Butler  with  orders  for  trans- 
ports to  come  in  at  once  and  land  troops,  as  there  were  no  batteries  and 
a  very  smooth  sea.  At  12 :  30  called  away  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
G.  P.  St.  John,  first  cutter  in  charj^e  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  F.  P.  Has- 
kell, second  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  E.  B.  Smith.  At 
2:05  landed  with  first  load  of  troops.  At  2:20  saw  a  number  of  men 
on  Flag  Pond  battery  (marked  on  the  magazine  Fort  Anderson  No.  2). 
Sent  dingey  in  charge  of  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  G. 
McLane,  who  brought  oft'  5  prisoners  and  11  rifles,  which  were  turned 
over  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Continued  landing  troops  until  5:30, 
when  orders  were  given  to  take  them  from  the  beach  to  the  transports 
again:  continued  until  1)  o'clock,  when  the  surf  was  so  high  our  boats 
could  not  land.    Firing  at  intervals  to  cover  the  troops  on  shore. 

December  26. — At  8  a.  m.  got  a  line  on  shore  and  with  all  our  boats 

commenced  taking  the  remainder  of  the  troops  oft*.    At  11 :3jO  all  the 

troops  safely  oft'  from  the  beach ;  stood  oft'  and  put  them  on  board  the 

transport  Weybo88et.    Amount  of  ammunition  expended,  177  rounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balcu, 
Acting  Volunteer  JAeutenantj  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mowquah. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtkb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Beport  of  Aotiag  XMter  Crafti,  U.  8.  Hayy,  oommanding  TT.  8.  8.  Little  Ada,  in  reapoiiM  to 

Genaral  Order  Ho.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada, 
Beaufort^  December  31^  1864. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  and  one-half  hours  of 
active  participation,  I  was  passing  along  the  entire  line  of  ships  either 
following  your  motions  or  carrying  your  orders.  I  consider  the  fort  as 
having  been  practically  silenced  on  both  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
and  felt  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  there  would  have  been  no  serious  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  the  works  by  a  vigorous  assault.  If  so  few  of  their 
guns  were  disabled  I  can  not  see  why  they  did  not  work  them,  as  they 
might  have  done  after  our  fire  slackened,  and  while  there  were  plenty 
of  vessels  within  range.  The  almost  complete  silence  of  the  guns  on 
the  northeastern  face  of  the  fort  induced  me  to  think  that  they  were 
disabled  or  were  '^quakers.''  I  should  have  supposed  that  a  soldier 
would  have  felt  himself  bound  by  every  consideration  of  honor  and 
patriotism  to  attempt  those  works  by  assault,  but  I  am  not  a  soldier 
and  do  not  perhaps  know  what  is  discreet  ana  what  is  not,  but  under 
similar  circumstances  1  should  like  to  be  one  of  a  thousand  blue  jackets 
to  show  what  sailors  can  do  and  what  soldiers  might  have  done. 
Very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  Crafts, 
Acting  MasteVj  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  JSquadron. 


Abetraot  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  WUdemeia,  Acting  Maiter  Henry  Arey,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

December  :24 J 1864. — Flagship  made  signal  "Prepare  to  get  underway." 
Minnesota  cast  off  our  hawser  and  got  underway.  Flagship  then  made 
signal  "Form  in  line  of  battle"  and  all  the  fleet  did  so,  New  Ironsides 
ahead  and  monitors  following,  they  being  followed  by  the  frigates  and 
smaller  vessels.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Weather  clear,  wind  fresh  from 
S.  W.  At  12 :  60  New  Ironsides  commenced  the  attack,  followed  by  the 
monitors.  At  1 :  15  the  action  became  general.  Flagshi])  made  signal 
for  this  vesssel  to  come  within  hail.  Did  so  and  was  ordered  to  act  as 
tender  to  the  flagship,  which  duty  was  performed  during  the  fight.  At 
2  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  "Shot  falling  short,"  and  the  range  was 
increased.  At  2:30  Admiral  Porter  sent  this  vessel  to  order  several 
gunboats  up  nearer  to  the  fort,  did  so,  and  at  this  time  discovered  that  a 
heavy  fire  was  raging  in  Fort  Fisher  which  fire  burned  till  4  p.  m.  At 
3:02  the  flagstaff  and  flag  on  Fort  Fisher  were  shot  away. 

A  flag  was  then  set  on  the  Mound  battery,  which  was  shot  away  sev- 
eral times  during  the  action,  but  was  always  replaced  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  firing  from  the  fleet  during  the  action  was  very  heavy  and  rapid. 
This  vessel  was  unable  to  fire  a  gun  as  she  has  only  24-pomider  how- 
itzers. From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Weather  clear,  wind  moderate  from  the 
S.  W.  At  5  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  "  Prepare  to  retire  from  action 
for  the  night."  At  5 :  10  made  the  signal  "  Retire  for  the  niglit,"  which 
signal  was  obeyed  by  the  wooden  vessels.  The  Netc  IronsidcH  and 
monitors  continued  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  positions  they  had  occupied 
during  the  day.  At  6 :  30  p.  m.  got  orders  from  the  admiral  to  go  in 
on  the  bar  with  this  vessel.    Got  underway  and  started  in. 
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I>eeember  25. — Employed  removing  the  killed  and  woanded  from  the 
Ticanderoga  and  Juniata  to  the  Fort  Jackson.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Fight  raging  ftirioasly.  On  one  side  rebel  batteries  returning  slowly. 
At  1  p.  m.  General  Batler  commenced  landing  troops  under  cover  of 
the  gunboats.  From  4  to  G  p.  m.:  Attending  on  flagship.  The  bom- 
bardment of  Fort  Fisher  still  going  on.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Fight  still 
continues.   Following  the  flagship.   At  8  p.  m.  steered  for  Beaufort,  N.  0. 

December  26. — ^At  7 :  55  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Beaufort. 


Beport  of  lieatenant  Lamioii,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  TT.  8.  8.  Oettysboig. 

U.  S.  S.  Gbttysbubg, 
Off  New  JnUt,  North  Carolina,  December  26,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  December,  1804: 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  24th  I  returned  on  board  this  vessel  from  the  Wil- 
derness, and  carried  your  orders  to  Captains  GUsson  and  Rolando  in 
regard  to  their  divisions. 

In  the  meantime  the  fleet  was  steaming  in  toward  the  forts  in  order 
of  battle,  and  at  12:55  p.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  commenced  the  action, 
quickly  followed  by  the  other  vessels,  the  forts  returning  the  fire 
briskly. 

Having  obtained  permission  from  Captain  Rolando  to  move  in  nearer, 
I  took  a  position  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Brooklyn  and  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  keeping  it  up  steadily  till  the  signal  to 
retire  for  the  night. 

At  4:55  p.  ra.  the  Osceolu,  on  our  starboard  bow,  was  disabled,  and 
the  Oettyshurg  took  her  place  till  5 :  55  p.  m.,  when  we  were  called  along- 
side the  flagship  by  signal  and  directed  to  carry  orders  to  the  vessels 
oflf  Western  Bar,  at  the  same  time  the  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to 
retire  for  the  night. 

I  proceeded  to  Western  Bar  and  returning  the  next  morning,  25th, 
found  the  ironclads  and  all  the  heavier  vessels  engaging  Fort  Fisher 
and  the  other  vessels  covering  the  landing  of  the  troops  on  the  beach. 
All  the  available  boats  of  these  vessels  were  emi)loyed  landing  troops. 

I  was  directed  by  you  to  carry  a  message  to  General  Butler  and  to 
assist  in  landing  troops. 

At  12  m.  no  troops  had  been  landed,  though  many  boats  were  in  wait- 
ing, and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  most  inexcusable  dilatoriness  was 
manifested  in  getting  the  troops  started  ashore,  and  I  was  struck  with 
surprise  that  no  more  eflbrt  was  made  to  hasten  their  laiidiug. 

General  Butler  informed  me  that  the  steamer  containing  his  suriboats 
was  at  Beaufort. 

Just  as  the  first  troops  landed  a  white  flag  was  shown  from  the  Flag 
Pond  battery,  which  was  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  vessels,  and  a 
boat  from  the  Santiago  de  Cuba*  landed  and  took  possession. 

During  the  afternoon  the  vessels  covering  the  troops  fired  occasion- 
ally into  tlie  woods,  but  no  enemy  was  visible  in  that  direction. 

Toward  evening  I  was  informed  that  General  Butler  had  ordered  the 
troops  to  reembark,  and  boats  were  sent  to  assist  in  bringing  them  otf. 

At  8  p.  m.  1  was  ordered  to  go  down  between  the  ironclads  and  the 
bar  on  picket  duty. 

•Seep.  351. 
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On  the  first  day  the  firing  was  very  good,  both  the  flagstaff  on  Fort 
Fisher  and  that  on  the  Mound  being  shot  away.  No  effort  was  made 
to  replace  the  flag  on  the  fort  daring  the  action. 

The  entire  interior  of  the  fort  was  in  dense  flames,  and  several  of  the 
guns  appeared  to  be  dismounted,  and  the  parapets  as  much  injured  as 
those  of  a  sand  fort  can  be  by  the  fire  of  artillery. 

On  the  second  day  the  firing,  as  viewed  from  my  position,  was  splen 
did.  Scarcely  a  shell  seemed  to  miss  the  fort,  which  was  kept  envel- 
oped in  a  cloud  of  smoke  and  sand,  the  guns  being  completely  silenced. 

While  on  board  General  Butler's  flagship  [he],  himself  and  his  officers 
repeatedly  expressed  the  highest  admiration  at  the  remarkable  preci- 
sion and  the  terribly  destructive  eflJect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

General  Butler  remarked  that  no  fortification  in  the  world  had  ever 
before  been  subjected  to  so  terrible  a  fire. 

From  a  careful  observation  of  the  fort  I  do  not  doubt  in  the  least  bat 
it  could  have  been  carried  by  the  assault  of  two  or  three  thousand  men, 
under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

It  is  impossible  that  there  could  have  been  more  troops  in  the  fort 
than  the  bombproofs  could  contain,  and  the  fact  of  four  of  General  But- 
ler's men  getting  inside  and  bringing  out  the  flag  of  the  fort  shows  it 
was  but  weakly  guarded. 

During  a  year's  experience  on  this  part  of  the  coast  I  have  scarcely 
seen  a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  landing  troops  on  the  beach. 

The  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men,  under  5l  circumstances,  has  been 
all  that  I  could  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  lieutenmnt-Commander  Upshur,  V.  8.  Havy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Advaaoe. 

U.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Vance, 
Off  Wilmingt4)n,  N.  C,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  i  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reiK)rt  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  late  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  and  its  auxiliary 
works : 

The  signal  '^Form  line  of  battle"  being  made,  the  A.  7>.  Vance  took 
her  position  with  the  "reserves,"  and  afterwards  flndin^  an  opening  near 
the  Rhode  Island,  closed  in  with  the  second  line  of  attack  and  opened 
with  her  30-pounder  Parrott  on  the  principal  work ;  this  at  about  2  p.  m. 
Our  fire  was  continued  until  5  ]).m.,  when  the  Osceola,  near  by,  signaled 
that  she  was  sinking.  I  immediately  steamed  for  her  with  boats  ready 
to  give  assistance  and  took  her  in  tow,  at  which  time  the  signals  were 
made  "Cease  tiring"  and  "Retire  for  the  night." 

On  the  following  day,  having  been  assigned  a  division  of  six  vessels 
under  Captain  Glisson  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  lire  of  tlie  Hali 
Moon  battery  preliminary  to  landing  the  army,  I  moved  in  at  about 
8:30  a.  m.  and  sent  boats  to  take  the  troops  on  shore.  While  thus 
engaged  a  movable  battery  of  Whitworths  in  the  rear  of  Half  Moon 
battery  and  an  Vlll-inch  gun  within  that  battery  opened  on  my  divi- 
sion and  the  transports  near  by. 
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I  moved  nearer  to  the  shore,  followed  by  the  vessels  under  ray  com- 
mand, and  in  half  an  hour,  by  the  use  of  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  driving 
the  Whitworths  from  their  position  and  silencing  the  Ylll-inch  gun, 
which  was  spiked  and  abandoned. 

I  am  happy  to  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 
lAeutenant-  Oomman  der,  Commanding, 

Hear- Admiral  David  T).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 

J.  H.  Upshur, 
lAeutenant-  Commander, 


Abitract  log  of  the  TT.  S.  8.  Eolns,  Aoting  Master  Edward  Keyier,  TT.  S.  Navy. 

December  24^  1864,— Of^  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River.  At  1 :  35 
a.  m.  observed  an  explosion  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.,  about  14  miles  distant. 
At  1 :  05  p.  ro.  the  senior  officer  signaled ;  weighed  anchor  and  stood  over 
to  Cape  Fear  in  obedience  to  senior  officer's  orders.  At  1 :  60  returned 
and  reported.  At  1  the  engagement  commenced  at  Eastern  Bar,  oft' 
Wilmington.  At  4:40  firing  entirely  ceased  at  New  Inlet.  Cruising 
off  the  bar. 

December  25, — From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  firing  at  intervals  in  the 
direction  of  New  Inlet,  during  the  watch. 


Abitraot  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Moocadn,  Aoting  Ensign  Jamee  Brown,  IT.  8.  Havy. 
(U.  S.  S.  Hero  from  July  14-24, 1864.] 

December  23^  1864, — Carrying  orders  and  dispatches  to  the  fleet. 

December  24, — At  1  p.  ra.  fleet  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  steamed 
in  to  Fort  Fisher.  Fleet  Captain  Breese  took  charge  of  this  vessel. 
Vessel  running  from  ship  to  ship. 

December  25, — At  7:30  a.  m.  received  orders  from  Admiral  Porter  to 
report  to  Major  General  Butler  for  duty.  From  8  to  midnight :  Received 
orders  from  Major-General  Butler  to  assist  in  embarking  trooi)8.  Suc- 
ceeded in  getting  two  launch  loads  and  delivered  them  to  the  steamship 
Charles  Thomas, 

December  26, — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Ran  in  to  the  beach  in  4 
fathoms  water,  but  a  heavy  sea  rolling  in  could  not  get  any  more  troops. 
Steamed  off  into  5  fathoms  water.  At  7:30  a.  m.  received  orders  from 
Major-General  Butler  to  report  to  Rear- Admiral  D.D.Porter.  At  1) : 30 
reported  and  started  and  carried  orders  and  dispatches  among  the  fleet. 

December  27. — Received  orders  to  blockade  New  Inlet. 

December  28, — At  daylight  saw  two  large  blockade  runners  going  in. 


Al»traot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Cherokee,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  £.  Bennison,  U.  8.  Navy. 

December  23^  1864, — [Oft'  Fort  Fisher.]     At  6  p.  m.  got  underway  and 
stood  oft'  S.  S.  E.  about  half  a  mile  to  get  into  line  of  battle  and  came 
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to  anchor  in  11^  fathoms  water  with  the  starboard  anchor.  At  11:30 
p.  m.  made  a  vessel  bearing  E.;  as  she  did  not  have  any  lights  show- 
ing, challenged  her,  and  she  showed  a  white  light. 

December  Hi. — At  1 :  40  a.  m.  saw  a  fire  and  heard  an  explosion,  saw 
several  rockets;  sent  up  Coston  signals  preparatory  and  answer  Cos- 
ton's.  At  daylight  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  inshore.  At  7 :  30 
we  got  underway  and  stood  in  line  of  battle.  From  8  to  12 :  Steaming 
inshore  in  line  of  battle.  At  10: 10  started  the  engine  and  lay  head 
offshore.  At  II  steaming  in  line  of  battle.  Keystone  State  made  sig- 
nal "  Prepare  for  action."  At  1  p.  m.  the  iieet  commenced  firing  on  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  Mound  battery.  At  2: 20  a  shell  set  fire  to  some  of  the 
houses  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Fisher.  Stood  in  and  oi>ened  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher.  The  Quaker  City  made  signal  for  us  not  to  fire  so  close  to  her. 
Stood  to  the  southward  and  commenced  firing  at  the  Mound.  From  6 
to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  at  Mound  battery  with  20-pouuder  Parrott  rifle.  At 
6:10  ceased  firing  and  stood  offshore.  At  6:40  came  to  anchor  with 
port  anchor.  Expended  this  day  02  rounds  of  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle 
charges.  Expended  62  pivot  charges  for  20-pounder  rifle  and  62  pivot 
shells. 

December  25. — At  7:50  a.  m.  the  Malvern  made  signal;  steamed 
toward  her.  From  8  to  12:  Stood  up  toward  the  Half  Moon  battery 
and  commenced  firing  at  the  forts.  At  10  called  away  all  boats  to  land 
troops.  From  10  to  meridian :  The  division,  consisting  of  the  following 
vessels,  A,  D,  VancCj  Alabama,  Emma,  Cherokee,  and  Trintram  Shandy ^ 
were  employed  shelling  the  Half  Moon  battery  and  the  adjacent  woods; 
the  battery  returning  our  fire  at  intervals.  At  11:30  the  Brooklyn 
steamed  ahead  close  inshore,  shelling  the  fort  and  woods,  the  fort  hav- 
ing previously  ceased  firing.  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.:  Employed 
shelling  at  intervals  the  battery  and  adjoining  woods.  At  1  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing expended  all  our  howitzer  shell,  resumed  our  fire  with  shrapneL 
From  4  to  0  p.  m.:  Continued  to  fire  at  intervals  at  Half  Moon  battery 
and  woods.  At  5: 30  p.  m.  the  boats  returned  from  landing  troops. 
Anchored  in  5  fathoms.  Expended  the  following  ammunition:  113 
charges  jmwder,  63  shells  and  60  shrapnel  tor  20  jwunder  Parrott  gun. 
Of  fixed  ammunition  for  24-pounder  howitzer,  77  shell  and  9  shrapnel. 
From  8  to  midnight:  At  anchor  oft  Half  Moon  battery.  At  10:30 
veered  to  30  fathoms  to  get  broadside  guns  to  bear  on  the  battery.  At 
10: 45  commenced  a  slow  fire.     Fired  14  rounds  up  to  midnight. 

December  2G.—V voin  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Engaged  with  the  star- 
board battery  on  Half  Moon  battery.  At  2: 30  a.  m.,  the  wind  increas- 
ing, the  spring  on  tho  chain  parted.  Ceased  firing,  got  underway,  and 
steamed  off  to  7^  fathoms  water;  came  to  with  port  anchor  and  veered 
to  45  fathoms,  chain  ready  for  slipping.  At  10:20  a.  ni.  called  to 
quarters  and  commenced  firing  at  the  battery.  Exi)ended  44  shrapnel 
for  24-pounder  howitzer  and  4  solid  shot  for  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle. 

December  27, — At  1:30  p.  m.  made  signals  to  the  flagship.  The 
rebels  in  sight  repairing  their  fortifications. 

December  28, — At  daylight  discovered  a  runner  inside  the  bar.  Called 
all  hands  to  (juarters,  steamed  in,  and  fired  the  bow  pivot  3  times.  The 
runner  went  inside,  out  of  range.  At  2:30  \},  m.  the  admiral's  fleet 
got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea.    At  3: 16  squall  from  the  S.  W. 


Abetraot  log  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Lilian,  Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant  T.  A.  Harrii,  U.  8.  Navy. 

December  24,  186 L — New  Inlet.     At  2  a.  m.  heard  an  explosion  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.    At  7 :  30  signal  from  senior  offtcer  to  get 
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underway,  bove  up  anchor  and  secured  it.  From  8  to  12  meridian,  fleet 
forming  in  line  of  battle.  At  1  p.  m.  took  our  x>osition  and  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  Keystone  St^te  with  the  reserve  fleet.  At  12: 20 
p.  m.  tlie  flagship  opened  the  engagement  and  the  whole  fleet  com- 
menced bombarding  Fort  Fisher  and  adjacent  batteries.  At  4 :  45  the 
flagship  signaled  to  come  within  hail.  Ordered  us  to  the  west  channel 
to  look  out  for  blockade  runners. 

December  26. — At  8: 15  a.  ni.  saw  a  steamer  burning  black  smoke; 
gave  chase.  She  proved  to  be  a  steamer  with  a  heavy  battery  and 
showing  the  rebel  flag.  At  8 :  45  fired  two  shots  at  her  from  30-pounder 
Parrott  gun.  At  9  she  hauled  to  the  S.  W.  At  10  lost  sight  of  her. 
A  very  high  sea  running,  ship  leaking  badly. 

December  27. — At  2  p.  m.  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Beaufort. 


Abftraet  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Emma,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomai  C.  Dunn,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

December  24^  1864. — At  12:30  a.  m.  a  fire  seen  burning  toward  tlie 
Eastern  Bar  JNew  Inlet].  At  1:30  a.  m.  an  explosion  occurred.  At 
2: 50,  moon  rising,  steamed  in  toward  night  station.  Bald  Head  light 
not  lit.  At  8  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  bar  on  block- 
ade duty.    At  midnight  Fort  Fisher  bearing  N.  W.  by  N. 

December  25. — At  10: 15  flagship  Malvern  made  signal  for  fleet  to 
form  in  line  of  battle.  Went  to  quarters.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  commenced 
firing  at  Half  Moon  battery.  The  fleet  at  the  same  time  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher.  Sent  first  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Beetle,  and 
second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Morris,  to  assist  in 
landing  troops.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Steamed  along  in  line  of  battle. 
Anchored  and  weighed  anchor  again  according  to  signal  from  flagship 
A.  D.  Vance.  At  12: 15  p.  m.  a  shell  struck  tlie  shij)  from  shore,  which 
went  through  the  gig  and  bridge  and  exploded  in  the  master's  store- 
room. Kept  up  the  tiring  all  the  afternoon  from  both  sides.  At  G:30 
p.  m.  commenced  ftrin*?  again  from  port  battery  at  intervals.  First  cut- 
ter returned  on  board  from  embarking  troops.  From  8  to  midnight: 
Underway.  Firing  from  port  battery.  At  9:30  ceased  firing.  Fleet 
bearing  south  and  westerly. 

December  2f). — 12  to  4  a.m.:  Blowing  heavy  and  rainy.  At  9: 15 
a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  inshore.  At  9:55  called  all  hands 
to  quarters.  Firing  from  No.  1  pivot  gun  and  port  battery.  Ship 
underway,  steaming  to  the  S.  and  E.  From  12  meridian  to  4  p.m.: 
Delivering  orders  to  the  fleet  from  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.  At  2:50 
arrived  back  at  the  fleet  and  spoke  the  flagship  Malvern.  At  4  p.  m. 
ship  drifting  with  fleet.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Morris  returned  on 
board  with  boat's  crew  from  the  Waba^ih^  reporting  loss  of  the  second 
cutter.  The  following  is  the  report  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Morris 
concerning  the  loss  of  the  second  cutter  while  in  his  charge:  States 
that  while  returning  from  the  ^Santiago  de  Cuba  to  the  Emma^  alter 
assisting  in  embarking  troops,  and  the  night  being  stormy,  was  run 
into  by  a  launch,  when  he  ran  alongside  of  the  \Vaba8h  and  stayed  on 
board  all  night.  In  the  morning,  the  boat  being  swamped,  eftorts 
were  made  to  hoist  her  partly  out  of  the  water  to  bail  her  out,  when 
she  broke  in  half  and  drifted  out  to  sea.  At  5:  40  p.  m.,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  steamed  in  toward  the  beach  for  the  purpose  of  reembarking 
troops.  At  7 :  50  commenced  firing  from  No.  2  starboard  gun  and  No.  2 
pivot.    At  10  ceased  firing. 
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December  J27. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Lying  at  anchor,  occasionally 
shelling  the  shore  in  rear  of  the  Federal  troops  encamped  on  the  beach. 
At  0 :  45  a.  m.  sent  first  cutter  ashore,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Beetle, 
to  reembark  troops  from  shore. 

December  J28. — At  6:  4j  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  under  the  beach  coming 
out,  and  the  Moccasin  fired  a  gun.  Went  to  cjuarters  and  stood  in 
toward  the  steamer.  Opened  fire  on  her  from  our  starboard  battery  and 
20-pounder  pivot  gun.  The  steamer  turned  around  and  went  in  again. 
The  fort  fired  several  times.  Observed  Hve  steamers  and  a  schooner 
lying  inside.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  M.  Williams  came  on 
board  and  assumed  command  of  this  vesseL 

December  29. — At  11 :30  a.  m.  firing  guns  from  Fort  Fisher. 


Saport  of  Acting  Xatter  Porter,  TT.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  S.  8.  Nanaemond,  in  reaponie  to 

General  Order  Ho.  76. 

U.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 
Beaufort  Harbor^  S.  C,  December  31y  1861. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75. 

During  the  engagement  of  the  fleet  with  Fort  Fisher  and  other  works, 
on  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  this  vessel  was  employed  in  carrying  orders 
and  dispatches  along  the  whole  line  of  ships,  and  from  my  own  observa- 
tion I  should  judge  that  Fort  Fisher  was  much  injured,  a  part  of  the 
guns  dismounted,  and  nearly  all  silenced  by  the  rapidity  of  our  fire. 
I  think  the  fort  might  easily  have  been  taken  by  assault  on  the  night 
of  the  25th. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   H.   POBTEB, 
Acting  Master ^  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  JSquadron. 


Abetraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Keyitone  State,  Commander  Henry  Rolando,  U.  8.  Havy. 

December  20^  ISGL — Fleet  at  anchor  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  meridian 
to  4  p.  m. :  During  the  watch  heard  the  report  of  several  heavy  guns  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

December  21. — At  12  (midnight)  two  rockets  were  seen  in  a  W,  N.  W. 
direction.  At  12: 45  a.  m.  saw  a  light,  apparently  from  a  burning  ves- 
sel bearing  N.  W.  At  1 :  50  a.  n).  saw  a  flash,  followed  by  an  explosion, 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  flre.  At  3:30  a.  m.  a  general  signal  by 
Ooston  lights  was  made,  whicli  we  answered.  At  5  a.  m.  signaling  by 
vessels  in  the  fleet,  which  we  could  not  make  out.  At  7  the  fleet  com- 
menced moving  to  the  westward.  At  7:30  made  signal  to  the  reserve 
division  and  proceeded  to  get  underway  and  stand  to  the  westward. 
From  8  to  meridian:  tSteaming  in  line  of  battle  toward  Fort  Fisher. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Steering  in  toward  Fort  Fisher  in  line  of 
battle  and  in  our  position  in  the  reserve  line.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  New 
Ironsides  opened  flre,  and  was  followed  by  the  whole  fleet  as  soon  as 
they  got  into  position.  At  1 :  09  the  enemy  commenced  firing  from  the 
fort  and  adjacent  batteries.  At  1 :  10  p.  m.  the  Gettysburg  came  within 
bail  and  brought  orders  from  the  admiral  for  this  ship  and  the  whole 
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reserve  sqnadroD  to  be  ready  for  assisting  and  covering  landing  troops. 
At  2 :  12  black  smoke  and  a  blaze  were  seen  from  Fort  Fisher.  The  flag 
bad  been  shot  down  from  the  Mound  battery.  At  2:52  commenced 
firing  from  this  ship  with  our  two  rifled  guns  and  32-pounder  broadside, 
the  Mound  bearing  about  W.  and  Fort  Fisher  about  W.  !N.  W.,  near  and 
between  the  second  line  of  ships.  At  3: 30  a  steamer  was  seen  going 
up  the  river  inside  the  Mound  battery,  and  another  fire  was  discovered 
nearly  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  3: 50  the  flag  was  shot  from  the 
Mound  battery  and  also  from  Fort  Fisher.  At  3 :  55  a  new  flag  was 
hoisted  on  Mound  battery.  At  4 :  25  ran  up  within  hail  of  the  flagship, 
and  Commander  Bolando  was  ordered  on  board  the  same.  We  were 
during  this  time  firing  our  rifled  guns  when  chances  could  be  obtained 
to  get  range  between  and  over  the  ships  lying  in  Hue  of  battle.  At  5 
Commander  Bolando  returned  from  the  flagship.  Ceased  firing  and 
started  engine  at  moderate  si)eed.  Fired  during  the  action  56  shots 
from  the  30.pounder  pivot,  24  from  the  60-pounder  pivot,  and  14  from 
the  32-pounder  broadside  gun.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  passed  two  transport 
steamers  standing  to  S.  W.  along  the  coast. 

December  25. — At  Beaufort  taking  in  ammunition. 

December  26. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  made  the  fleet  off  Wilmington.  At  8 
steaming  slowly  through  the  fleet.  A  continuous  firing  of  heavy  guns 
during  the  watch  [from  8  to  meridian].  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.: 
Drifting  and  steaming  close  to  the  flagship;  the  Alabama  shelling  the 
woods  occasionally.  At  2  the  Brookly^n  fired  a  few  shot  at  Fort  Fisher. 
At  3 :  30  stood  out  to  the  southward  and  eastward  to  anchorage.  From 
6  to  8  p.  m. :  Occasional  firing  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher.  From  8 
to  midnight:  A  continuous  firing  of  heavy  guns  to  the  westward  dur- 
ing the  watch. 

December  27. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m. :  Gunboats  firing  at  inter- 
vals across  Federal  Point  to  protect  our  troops.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. : 
Heavy  firing  inshore. 

December  28. — At  6  a.  m.  heavy  squall  from  S.  W.  and  rain.  At  7 
two  of  our  gunboats  fired  a  few  shell  at  the  beach.  At  8 :  10  p.  m.  got 
underway  and  stood  to  sea. 


Report  of  Aeting  Volimtoer  lientemuit  Hose,  IT.  8.  Navy,  aommanding  IT.  8.  S.  Britaimia,  in 
retpome  to  General  Order  Ho.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Britannia, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  31^  1864. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  late 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

Arrived  from  Western  Bar  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  On  the 
morning  of  the  25th  was  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  Captain  Glisson, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba^  to  assist  in  covering  the 
landing  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Half  Moon  battery.  I  anchored 
this  vessel  in  line  of  battle,  in  4  fathoms  of  water,  about  250  yards  from 
the  beach,  and  directly  opposite  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery,  upon  which, 
as  1  saw  it  was  full  of  soldiers,  I  opened  and  continued  a  rapid  fire  with 
24-pounder  howitzers.  Just  as  the  first  boat  landed  containing  troops, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above,  a  white  flag  was  displayed  on  Flag 
Pond  Hill  battery,  upon  which  1  ceased  firing  and  sent  a  boat  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  H.  Bryant  to  take  possession,  which  he 
4id^  planting  our  flag  upon  the  work  and  capturing  about  70  prisoners, 
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which  were  sent  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  boats  belonging  to 
vessels  in  the  vicinity.  Boats  from  this  ship  were  employed  until  after 
midnight  carrying  troops. 

On  the  I'Oth  too  much  surf  to  brin^  off  troops.  Remained  at  anchor 
near  the  shore,  shelling  the  woods  all  night  at  intervals. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  veered  chain,  backed  in,  and 
ran  a  line  to  shore.  Boats  were  employed  until  11 :  45  a.  m.  reembark- 
ing  troops  until  every  man  was  off  the  beach. 

Ammunition  expended:  62  shell  for  .'JO-pounder  Parrott;  220  shell 
for  24-pounder  howitzers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Saml.  Husb,  ' 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  J).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Abftnet  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Britaimia,  Acting  Yolimteor  litntanant  Samuel  Hum,  TJ.  8.  Havy. 

December  23, 1864. — At  daylight  the  fleet  steaming  for  anchorage. 

December  24. — At  12:  45  a.  m.  saw  a  large  fire.  At  1 :  45  saw  a  large 
explosion  in  the  same  place.  At  8:45  a.  m.  came  to  with  port  anchor 
near  the  flagship.  At  1  p.  m.  continued  heavy  firing  heard  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

December  25. — At  9:50  a.  m.  the  Malvern  made  signal.  At  10:20 
a.  m.  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  commenced  firing.  At  10 :  30  the  Governor 
Buckingham  commenced  firing.  At  10:40  the  Santiago  made  signal. 
We  commence<l  firing.  At  10 :  53  the  Iloivquah  commenced  firing.  At 
11  the  New  Ironside  commenced  firing  at  Fort  Fisher.  A  general  firing 
by  the  fleet.  At  11:45  Santiago  made  signal.  Dropped  kedge  and 
sent  a  boat  to  land  troops.  At  1  p.  m.  received  orders  from  the  ^miral 
to  move  closer  inshore;  did  so  at  once.  At  2:20  the  Santiago  made 
signal  to  get  underway.  Troops  commenced  to  land.  The  men  in  the 
battery  set  a  white  flag;  ceased  firing.  At  2:30  p.  m.  sent  Acting 
Ensign  W.  H.  Bryant,  who  planted  the  American  flag  on  the  battery. 
At  3  commenced  transporting  prisoners  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At 
4:10  p.  m.  tlie  troops  were  fired  upon  by  rebel  riflemen.  At  4:10 
our  troops  commenced  firing  from  the  battery  with  artillery.  We 
commenced  firing  at  the  rebels.  At  4  :  20  the  Santiafft  signaled ;  ceased 
firing.  At  5  received  orders  from  the  Santiago  fx)  commence  firing. 
At  5:  45  ceased  firing  from  the  fleet.  The  fort  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  up 
the  beach  till  (J:  40,  when  it  ceased.  At  5  troops  commenced  to  reem- 
bark.  From  (5  to  8  p.  m.  embarking  troops.  From  8:30  to  10  p.  m. 
heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  occasionally 
volleys  of  musketry.     Kmbarking  troops. 

December  20. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  Heard  the  report  of 
guns  froni  Fort  Fisher  and  the  heavy  firing  of  musketry.  At  4  contin- 
uous firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  9  commenced  shelling 
the  woods.  At  11:30  a.  m.  the  men  on  shore  attempted  to  launch  a 
boat  which  was  immediately  swamped.  At  11.52  an  army  gunboat 
[transport]  succeeded  in  getting  a  life  boat  on  shore.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. 
calm,  with  heavy  breakers  on  the  beach.  A  line  was  run  to  the  shore 
and  communication  opened  with  the  troops.  From  8  to  12  midnight, 
occasionally  shelling  the  woods  all  the  watch. 

December  ^7.— Commences  and  until  1  a.  m.  Firing  a  shell  every 
two  minutes  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  our  troops  all  the  watch« 
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From  8  to  12  meridian  first  cutter  and  whaleboat  employed  embarking 
troops  until  11 :  45  a.  m. 

December  28, — At  (>:40  a.  m.  sighted  a  large  side-wheel  steamer  with 
two  smokestacks  run  aground  alK)ut  one-half  mile  west  from  Fort  Cas- 
well. At  6 :  45  the  Maratunza  and  Tristram  Shandy  ran  in  and  com- 
menced firing  at  her,  the  batteries  on  shore  replying  very  rapidly.  At 
7  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  steamed  toward  the  buoy.  At  7: 15  the 
batteries  ceased  firing. 

December  29. — At  9:11  a.  m.  a  two-smokestack,  two-masted,  side- 
wheel  blockade  runner  steaming  up  the  river  for  Wilmington. 


Beport  of  Aeting  Volnntaer  LLentenant  MaeDiannid,  IT.  S.  Ha^y,  ooaunanding  IT.  S.  8.  Oovemor 

Bookiiighain. 

TJ.  S.  S.  GovBRNOE  Buckingham, 

Beaufortj  N.  C,  January  i,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  vessel  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  neighbor- 
ing batteries: 

At  1 :  20  p.  m.,  24th  ultimo,  signal  was  made  from  the  Keystone  State 
to  attack  the  Mound  and  batteries.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.  took  a  position 
between  the  U.  S.  steamers  Quaker  City  and  Monticello,  opened  fire  on 
the  fort  and  Mound,  firing  with  good  effect.  At  5:30  ceased  firing  in 
obedience  to  signal  from  flagship,  stood  oflshore,  and  anchored.  At 
9: 10  a.  m.,  25th  instant,  followed  the  U.  S.  IS.  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  the 
direction  of  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  10 :  20  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the 
Half  Moon  battery;  received  no  response;  standing  slowly  to  the 
southward.  At  11a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  Captain  O.  S. 
Glisson,  anchored  abreast  of  Flag  Pond  battery;  could  see  that  there 
were  men  in  it.  Opened  a  heavy  tire  on  it  from  five  rifled  guns.  At  11 
a.  m.  sent  the  launch  and  second  cutter  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Trans- 
ports coming  in  slowly.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  the  gig,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Lynford  Lardner,  to  assist  in  landing  the  troops. 
At  2: 40  p.  m.  a  white  flag  was  shown  from  the  battery  on  Flag  Pond 
Hill;  the  troops  at  the  time  were  pulling  for  the  shore;  an  army  launch 
was  training  a  howitzer  on  it.  I  hailed  them  not  to  fire.  Boats  were 
pulling  rapidly  for  the  shore  from  the  Britannia^  Howquuh,  Santiago  de 
Cuba^  and  other  vessels.  An  ensign  from  the  Britannia  was  first  on 
the  beach.  He  ran  up  to  the  battery,  planted  the  United  States  flag, 
and  received  the  surrender  of  the  forces  in  the  battery.  About  5  i).  m. 
orders  were  given  from  an  army  tug  not  to  land  any  more  troops;  boats 
returned  to  the  ship.  Shortly  after  dark  received  orders  to  send  all  of 
my  available  boats  to  assist  in  reembarkiug  the  troops;  immediately 
dispatched  the  launch  and  first  and  second  cutters.  The  boats  returned 
at  midnight  to  the  ship,  the  surf  being  too  heavy  for  them.  Anchored 
throughout  the  night  in  4  fathoms  water,  in  a  good  position  to  cover 
our  troops  in  the  event  of  their  being  attacked.  During  the  26th 
instant  surf  too  heavy  for  our  boats;  firing  an  occasional  shot  in  the 
direction  of  where  the  rebel  troops  were  supposed  to  be.  At  4  p.  m. 
received  a  request  from  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  through  Lieutenant 
De  Kay  of  Major  (leneral  Butler's  staff,  to  fire  over  the  woods,  as  the 
enemy  were  massing  In  his  front  and  both  flanks;  communicated  with 
Commander  J.  C.  Howell,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus.  He  ordered 
me  to  move  further  to  the  southward  and  protect  the  left  flank  of  the 
N  w  B— VOL  11 23 
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army;  hove  ap  anchor,  stood  aboat  half  a  mile  to  the  south  ward, 
anchored,  and  commenced  firing  slowly.  Throughout  the  night  fired  a 
gun  every  fifteen  minutes  just  to  the  left  of  our  troops  on  shore.  At 
8  a.  m.,  27th  instant,  dispatched  the  launch  and  first  and  second  cut- 
ters to  assist  in  bringing  the  troops  off  firom  the  beach.  At  noon  they 
returned  to  the  vessel,  all  the  troops  having  been  gotten  off.  At  1  p.  m. 
stood  ofilshore.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  had  the  troops  on  shore  been 
properly  supported  they  would  have  gotten  into  the  fort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MagDiarmid, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Aoting  Volimtoer  Ueatoiuuit  MaeDiannid,  V.  S.  Na^y,  oomxnanding  V.  8. 8.  Governor 
Bneriiigham,  traaemittiiig  reporU  regarding  the  reembarkation  of  troopa. 

U.  8.  8.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beauforty  N.  C,  January  J2,  1805. 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  reports  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mates  F.  H.  Poole  and  William  W.  Hunter,  who  were  in  charge 
of  boats  from  this  ship,  engaged  in  landing  and  reembarking  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Beaufort^  N.  C. 

[EnckMiires.] 

U.  8.  8.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufortj  N.  C,  December  29^  1864. 
8iR:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  was  in  charge  of  the  second  cutter 
of  this  vessel,  engaged  in  taking  off  troop8  from  shore  to  army  trans- 
ports oil  the  25th  and  27th  instant.  Had  in  my  boat  different  anny  offi- 
cers who  freely  gave  me  their  opinion  that  Fort  Fisher  could  have  been 
easily  taken  on  the  25th  instant,  and  they  very  deeply  regretted  that 
they  were  ordered  to  reembark  without  assaulting.  I  recollect  one  offi- 
cer in  particular  saying  that  ten  of  his  men  lay  under  the  embrasures 
all  night,  and  that  it  could  have  been  carried  very  easily. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Poole, 
Acting  Master'' 8  Mate,  IT,  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  MacDiarmid, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham. 


U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  29^  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  was  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter  of 
this  vessel  on  the  25tb  and  27th  instant,  engaged  in  taking  off  troops 
from  shore  to  the  army  transports;  was  in  conversation  with  army  offi- 
cers who  had  been  down  on  a  reoonnoissance  to  Fort  Fisher.    They  told 
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me  that  they  folly  believed  that  the  fort  could  have  been  carried  by 
assault  by  the  troops  that  were  on  shore  on  the  25th  instant,  and  they 
felt  very  much  surprised  as  well  as  deeply  mortified  at  being  ordered 
to  reembark  without  making  the  assault.  I  also  heard  great  dissatis- 
faction with  officers  and  men  at  their  being  withdrawn  from  what  they 
all  considered  an  easy  victory,  already  within  their  grasp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Acting  Master^ h  Mate^  U,  8,  Navy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  MacDiakmid, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Governor  Buckingham, 


Beport  of  Aoting  Endgn  Wood,  TT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  B.  Tristram  Shandy,  in  reaponse 

to  General  Order  Ho.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 
Beaufort^  N.  C,  December  30y  1864. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  General  Order  No.  76, 1  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

At  8: 55  a.  m.  of  the  24th  of  December,  1864, 1  reported  this  vessel,  as 
ordered,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  8tate  for 
assignment  of  my  position  during  the  engagement.  At  3:10  p.  m., 
aboat  two  hours  after  the  firing  became  general  from  the  ironclads,  the 
larger  vessels,  and  the  forts,  I  took  position  and  opened  fire  apon  the 
Mound  battery,  continuing  until  general  signals  were  made  firom  your 
flagship  to  retire.  Our  firing  was  good,  most  of  our  shot  striking  the 
battery  and  many  exploding  right  in  the  top  of  it.  The  other  vessels 
engaging  the  same  battery  also  made  excellent  firing,  and  much  damage 
must  have  been  done  to  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  December,  1864, 1  received  orders  from 
you  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  8antiago  de 
Cubaj  which  I  did,  and  was  assigned  a  position  to  the  eastward  and  near 
the  U.  S.  S.  ^.  i>.  Vance.  Taking  that  position,  I  opened  on  the  Flag 
Pond  battery,  to  the  eastward  of  Battery  Anderson  about  3  miles.  Our 
fire  was  returned  briskly  from  a  heavy  gun  mounted  on  this  and  a  bat- 
tery of  Whitworth  guns  in  the  enemy's  line  of  intrenchments,  the  shot 
falling  very  thickly  near  and  around  us.  At  1  p.  m.,  my  ammunition 
being  expended,  I  withdrew  and  steamed  down  for  the  8antiago  de  Cuba, 
which  vessel  was  moored  nearly  abreast  of  Battery  Anderson.  While 
my  boat  was  on  board  the  8antiago  de  Cuba  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  on 
Battery  Anderson,  and  I  immediately  sent  the  second  cutter  with  Act- 
ing Master's  Mate  Robert  T.  Clifford  on  shore.  He  was  the  first  on  the 
beach,  and  when  Battery  Anderson  surrendered  it  was  to  the  navy,  and 
the  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  navy,  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia  having 
taken  position  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire 
upon  it. 

From  this  vessel  Fort  Fisher  could  plainly  be  seen,  and  the  impres- 
sion of  every  officer  (and  the  subject  was  freely  discussed)  was  that  it 
could  not  but  surrender.  It  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  battered  condi- 
tion, several  of  the  casemates  being  entirely  destroyed,  and  we  had  not 
a  doubt  but  that  it  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  an  assault  by  the  troops 
landed  for  that  purpose.  I  had  no  idea  that  it  could  possibly  be 
defended  much  longer.  The  number  and  names  of  the  prisoners  and 
the  number  of  rifles  captured  by  this  vessel  have  been  already  reported 
to  yon. 
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It  is  bat  justice  for  me  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  all  of  the  officers 
and  men  attached  to  this  vessel  daring  the  action  was  deserving  of  all 
praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  Wood, 
Acting  Ensign^  Commanding  pro  tern. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern, 


Report  of  Aodng  Endgn  Wood,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  B.  Tristxmm  Shandy,  giving  lift 

of  priionen  oaptored. 

U.  S.  S.  TBI  STEAM  Shandy, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  28, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  prisoners 
captured  by  a  boat  from  this  vessel  under  charge  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Robert  [T.]  Clifford,  at  the  surrendering  of  Battery  An<ler8on, 
near  New  Inlet,  on  the  26th  December,  1864,  at  about  2:30  p.  m.:  Ser- 
geant Thomas  F.  Lanning,  Sergeant  John  T.  Sink,  Corporal  Thomas 
O.  Ratts,  Private  Jesse  H.  Fritz.  Private  J.  W.  Eoonts,  Private 
Meredith  Poole,  Private  R.  A.  Billings,  Private  Joseph  Harrell,  all 
belonging  to  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

They  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Lilian  by  order  of 
the  Heet  captain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  Wood, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding  pro  tempore. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  1).  Pobteb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  FUigship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Oeneral  Grant,  U.  8.  Army,  tranimitting  ttatement  of  lieutenant-Colonel 
Conutook,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  operations  againit  Fort  Fisher. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  1, 1865. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  submit  :i  statement  lately  drawn  up  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Comstock,  of  my  stall',  who  was  with  the  expedition  which 
moved  against  Fort  Fisher.  It  was  his  views  of  the  situation,  and  no 
one  had  a  better  opportunity  of  seeing  than  he  had,  and  no  one  is  more 
capable  of  judging.  The  fact  is  there  are  but  two  ways  of  taking  Fort 
Fisher,  operating  from  the  water:  One  is  to  surprise  them  while  there 
is  but  a  small  garrison  defending  the  place;  the  other  is  for  the  navy 
to  send  a  portion  of  their  fleet  into  Cape  Fear  River  while  the  enemy's 
batteries  are  kept  down  by  the  fire  from  the  balance.  Troops  can  then 
land  and  hold  the  point  until  the  troops  in  the  fort  surrender.  With 
Cape  Fear  River  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  they  have  the  same  com- 
mand over  the  sand  spit  on  which  Fort  Fisher  is  built  that  we  have. 
In  the  three  days  of  good  weather  which  elapsed  after  the  army  had 
reached  the  scene  of  action,  before  the  navy  appeared,  our  troops  had 
the  chance  of  capturing  Fort  Fisher  while  it  had  an  insufficient  garri- 
son to  hold  it;  the  delay  gave  the  enemy  time  to  accumulate  a  force. 
Every  preparation  is  now  going  on  to  get  troops  back  to  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  Biver  as  soon  as  possible.    The  enemy  may,  by  that  time, 
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have  withdrawn  Hoke's  division,  which  went  from  here  to  Wilmington. 
If  not,  Admiral  Porter  will  have  to  run  a  portion  of  his  fleet  by  the  bat- 
teries, as  suggested  before,  or  there  will  be  no  earthly  ase  in  lauding 
troops.  The  failure  before  was  the  result  of  delays  by  the  navy,  I  do 
not  say  unavoidable,  for  I  know  nothing  of  the  cause,  since  the  work 
to  be  done  is  likely  to  require  much  greater  risk  on  their  part  than  if 
the  delay  had  not  occurred.  1  know  Admiral  Porter  to  be  possessed 
of  as  fine  judgment  as  any  other  officer  iind  capable  of  taking  as  great 
risks.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  that  he  should  know  and  appre- 
ciate the  situation  in  all  its  bearings,  and  be  ready  to  act  according  to 
the  emergency.  I  will  write  to  him  fully  or  send  him  a  copy  of  this, 
and  also  send  the  same  staff  officer  that  accompanied  the  expedition 
before,  who  will  lay  the  whole  thing  before  him.  It  seems  to  me  proper 
that  these  views  should  be  laid  before  Admiral  Porter  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  also. 

U.  S.  Gbant, 

Lieutenant-  Oen  eral. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington^  D.  (7. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Fointj  Fa.,  January  i,  ISfi/j. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  some  considerations  on  the  recent 
failure  at  Wilmington,  and  on  the  chances  of  success  of  any  future 
attempt.  In  my  opinion  the  cause  of  the  failure  was  the  delay  in  mak- 
ing the  attack,  giving  ample  time  to  the  enemy  to  put  a  force  at  Wil- 
mington larger  than  the  land  force  sent  by  us.  The  land  forces  embarked 
at  Bermuda  Hundred  on  the  8th  of  December,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
very  short  delay  at  Fort  Monroe.  Owing  to  the  weather  and  the  pow- 
der boat  they  did  not  go  to  sea  until  the  14th,  arriving  off  W^ilmington 
the  night  of  the  15th.  Three  days  of  good  weather  ensued,  on  any  of 
which  the  army  could  have  landed,  the  enemy,  as  we  afterwards  were 
informed,  having  at  that  time  but  400  men  in  Fort  Fisher  and  about 
2,500  in  the  vicinity  of  W^ilmington.  If  an  attack  had  been  made  it 
would  have  had  every  chance  of  success  that  could  have  been  expected. 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  these  three  days  of  fine  weather 
Admiral  Porter  arrived,  but  a  breeze  sprang  up  the  same  night  (Decem- 
ber 18),  making  a  landing  impracticable.  From  thistimetill  December  25 
the  army  force  could  not  land  from  bad  weather,  and  the  necessity  of 
going  into  Beaufort,  N.  C,  for  coal  and  water.  On  the  25th  a  landing 
was  effected.  Prisoners  captured  from  Hoke's  division  of  Lee's  army 
informed  General  Butler,  as  he  told  nie,  that  Kirkland's  and  Hagood's 
brigades  were  there  as  reinforcements.  Seventeen  days  had  elapsed 
since  the  embarkation  at  Bermuda  Hundred  and  eleven  since  the  depart- 
ure from  Fort  Monroe;  both  army  and  navy  had  shown  themselves  at 
Beaufort;  all  chance  of  a  surprise  was  gone;  a  reconnoissance  of  Fort 
Fisher  from  the  land  showed  it  uninjured;  a  few  skirmishers  went  up 
to  the  work,  but  when  a  body  of  about  300  men  showed  themselves 
1,000  yards  away  from  the  work  they  were  tired  on  by  the  work;  an 
assault  of  the  work  in  its  uninjured  condition,  with  16  or  17  heavy 
guns  sweeping  the  ground  over  which  the  assault  would  be  made,  was 
deemed  impracticable,  and  the  troops  were  reembarked.  Prisoners  who 
left  the  work  in  the  morning  reported  the  garrison  to  be  1,000  men,  and 
gave  the  regiments. 


358       KOBTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

The  proper  method  of  defense  of  a  work  like  Fort  Fisher  uuder  such 
circainstances  would  be  to  keep  its  garrison  in  its  bombproofs  to  avoid 
loss,  firing  a  few  guns  to  prevent  the  navy  from  running  by,  and  only 
manning  the  parapets  at  the  moment  of  an  assault.  If  tnere  were 
more  troops  than  were  needed  for  the  defense  of  the  work  or  than  could 
be  sheltered  in  its  bombproofs,  they  should  be  kept  out  of  the  work  in 
the  day  to  avoid  loss  from  the  navy  fire,  and  brought  back  at  night  to 
resist  any  night  attack.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  method  followed. 
The  artillery  fire  of  the  fort  was  very  slight — as  was  the  musketry  fire 
on  our  skirmishers— during  daylight,  but  heavy  after  dark.  We  cap- 
tured 200  men  who  had  left  the  fort  in  the  morning  for  want  of  bomb- 
proof shelter  on  their  way  back  to  it  at  night. 

As  to  future  operations,  I  think  if  an  equal  force,  say  600  men,  could 
be  placed  before  Fort  Fisher  under  the  same  circumstances  as  our 
force  was  in  from  the  15th  to  the  18th  of  December,  it  would  have  a 
good  chance  of  success.  This  supposes  that  the  enemy  will  at  once 
diminish  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  to  400  men,  and  take  away  what- 
ever reinforcements  were  sent,  and,  in  addition,  that  within  a  week  from 
the  embarkation  here  a  landing  can  be  effected  there.  At  the  pres- 
ent season  this  is  a  matter  of  much  doubt.  For  a  siege  of  Wilming- 
ton or  Fort  Fisher,  the  tbrce  should,  in  my  opinion,  not  be  less  than 
15,000  men.  Supplying  this  force  fh>m  the  open  beach  or  from  Masou- 
boro  Inlet  at  this  season  of  the  year  is,  I  think,  very  uncertain.  If  we 
had  continued  the  lauding  begun  on  the  25th  it  would  have,  from  bad 
weather,  taken  three  days  to  get  all  the  men  ashore.  I  may  add  that 
at  the  time  we  were  at  Fort  Fisher  the  Tallahassee^  an  ironclad,  and 
another  small  armed  vessel  were  reported  in  the  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and 
would  suggest  thatif  the  navy  is  able  to  silence  Fort  Fisher,  so  that  it 
can  not  interfere  with  an  assault  on  shore,  it  would  also  be  able  to  send 
some  vessels  past  Fort  Fisher,  in  case  another  attempt  was  made,  to 
prevent  troops  being  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  those  vessels. 
Very  respectftilly, 

C.   B.  COMSTOOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aid  de-Camp, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Extract  from  a  report  of  lientenant-General  Orant,  U.  8.  Army,  refornng  to  the  oombimed 
operationa  agaixist  Fort  Fiiher. 

Hbadquabtebs  Abmies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington^  J),  6\,  July  22^  JSf;5. 
Sir:  ♦  ♦  ♦  Wilmington,  N.  C,  was  the  most  important  seacoast 
port  left  to  the  enemy  through  which  to  get  supplies  from  abroad  and 
send  cotton  and  other  products  out  by  blockade  runners,  besides  being 
a  place  of  great  strategic  value.  The  navy  had  been  making  strenuous 
exertions  to  seal  the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  but  with  ouly  partial  eflFect. 
The  nature  of  the  outlet  of  Cape  Fear  River  was  such  that  it  required 
watching  for  so  great  a  distance  that,  without  possession  of  the  land 
north  of  New  Inlet  or  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  impossible  for  the  navy  to 
entirely  close  the  harbor  against  the  entrance  of  blockade  runners.  To 
secure  possession  of  this  land  required  the  cooperation  of  a  land  force, 
which  I  agreed  to  furnish.  Immediately  commenced  the  assemblage  in 
Hampton  Boads,  under  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  of  the  most  formidable 
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armada  ever  collected  for  concentration  upon  one  given  point.  This 
necessarily  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy  as  well  as  that  of  the 
loyal  North,  and  throagh  the  impmdence  of  the  public  press,  and  very 
likely  of  officers  of  both  branches  of  service,  the  exact  object  of  the 
expedition  became  a  snbject  of  common  discussion  in  the  newspapers 
both  North  and  South.  The  enemy,  thus  warned,  prepared  to  meet  it. 
This  caused  a  postponement  of  the  expedition  until  the  latter  part  of 
November,  when  being  again  called  upon  by  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed  to  fiumish  the  men  required  at  once, 
and  went  myself,  in  company  with  Mcuor-Oeneral  Butler,  to  Hampton 
Roads,  where  we  had  a  conference  with  Admiral  Porter  as  to  the  force 
required  and  the  time  of  starting. 

A  force  of  6,500  men  was  regarded  as  sufficient.  The  time  of  start- 
ing was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it  was  thought  all  would  be  ready 
by  the  Oth  of  December,  if  not  before.  Learning  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber that  Bragg  had  gone  to  Georgia,  taking  with  him  most  of  the  forces 
about  Wilmington,  I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
expedition  should  reach  its  destination  before  the  return  of  Bragg,  and 
directed  General  Butler  to  make  all  arrangements  for  the  departure  of 
Mi^or-General  Weitzel,  who  had  been  designated  to  command  the  land 
forces,  so  that  the  navy  might  not  be  detained  one  moment. 

•  •••••• 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant'  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretnry  of  War, 


Beiolation  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentativee  of  the  United  Statei,  Thirty-eighth  CongreM, 
■eoond  session,  requesting  information  regarding  the  bursting  of  guns. 

January  5,  I860.— On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Hubbard, 
Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House,  so  far  as  he  has  knowledge,  what  number  of  guns 
were  burst  on  board  our  fleet  in  the  late  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher; 
on  what  ships  they  were  mounted;  the  cause  of  their  failure;  the 
number  of  persons  killed  and  wounded  thereby;  and  whether  any  of 
such  guns  were  of  wrought-iron  construction. 
Attest: 

Edward  McPhebson, 

ClerJc. 
By  Clinton  Lloyd, 

Chief  Cleric. 

[First  endoraement.] 

The  board  on  rifled  ordnance  will  please  answer  the  questions  con- 
tained in  this  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
January  16, 1865. 

[Second  endoraement.] 

From  all  the  offlcial  information  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  we 
find  that  five  Parrott  rifled  guns  burst  on  board  our  fleet  during  the 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th  December,  and  that 
tiiey  were  mounted  on  board  the  following  named  vessels:  Ticonderoga, 
Juniatay  Mackinaw,  Quaker  City,  and  Yontic, 
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The  cause  of  their  burstiDg  we  have  not  been  able  to  determine  for 
want  of  sufficient  data. 

The  number  of  persons  killed  and  wounded  is  reported  to  have  been 
46.  None  of  the  burst  guns  were  entirely  of  wrought-iron  construe- 
tion,  but  were  all  of  castiron,  strengthened  at  the  breech  by  a  wrought- 
iron  band. 

J.  8.  MiSSROON, 

Commodore  a/nd  Senior  Member, 
Navy  Department,  January  i8, 1865. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  23^  1864. 
Fleet  reported  this  morning  as  unchanged  in  position  and  numbers. 
About  forty  vessels  are  assembled  off  New  Inlet.    Sea  has  been  too 
rough  for  any  landing  outside  of  the  bar  so  far. 

Braxton  Bragg. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 


Wilmington,  December  23^  1864. 
The  fleet  which  drew  off  in  the  rough  weather  is  again  assembled ; 
seventy  vessels  now  in  sight  on  the  coast.    The  advance  of  the  troops 
only  reached  here  tonight. 

Braxton  Bragg. 
Colonel  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond,  Va. 

(Copies  sent  to  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Adjutant- 
General.) 


Letter  from  Xajor-Oeneral  Whiting,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Major-General  Oilmer,  C.  8.  Army,  rar- 
miaing  regarding  the  enemy's  plan  of  attack. 

Headquakters, 
Wilmington,  December  23,  1864, 
General  :  We  seem  to  be  in  the  midst  of  disasters  all  round.  Our 
position  here  is  very  precarious,  and  as  the  enemy's  fleet  are  off  New 
Inlet  in  heavy  force,  in  our  present  depleted  condition  it  may  be  carried 
at  any  moment  unless  the  enemy  delay  until  Hoke  shall  have  arrived. 
None  of  his  people  have  made  their  appearance  yet.  The  fleet  seem  to 
be  waiting  for  smooth  water.  From  various  circumstances,  1  fear  their 
plan  is  one  1  have  been  apprehensive  of  ever  since  Cushing's  memora- 
ble exploit  of  coming  in  the  harbor  at  night  in  a  small  boat — that  is,  to 
send  in  barges  the  first  smooth  and  dark  night  with  troops  over  New 
Inlet  Bar,  land  on  the  beach  at  Confederate  Point,  and  carry  the  bat- 
teries. It  is  perfectly  feasible  with  our  sadly  diminished  garrisons,  the 
best  men  of  which  were  t^ken  to  Georgia.  The  vessels  of  the  enemy 
upon  such  a  coup  de  main  would  follow  in  with  scarce  the  cliance  of  a 
shot,  and  the  harbor  is  gone.    In  such  an  event,  though  the  forts  of  the 
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western  entrance  might  readily  hold  oat  until  their  provisions  were 
exhausted,  yet  the  whole  system  would  be  broken,  and  the  best  course 
would  be  to  save  the  troops.  I  have  always  hoped  to  have  a  strong 
garrison  for  Confederate  Point  to  obviate  this  danger,  together  with 
such  a  powerful  supporting  force  as  would  make  such  an  attempt  too 
hazardous  for  trial,  and  force  an  attack  from  above,  iiut  our  circum- 
stances have  been  such  that  this  api>ears  to  have  been  imiK)ssible,  and 
we  are  caught  at  great  disadvantage.  It  was  to  prevent  any  chance  of 
such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  that  I  ordered  from  Eng- 
land long  since,  on  my  own  responsibility,  three  calcium  lights.  They 
have  been  reported  at  Bermuda  for  a  mouth  past,  but  unfortunately 
have  not  yet  come  in.  With  them  in  play,  we  could  so  illuminate  the 
bar  as  to  enable  us  to  annihilate  a  boat  flotilla. 

Many  indicatious  lead  me  to  think  the  enemy  have  hit  upon  this  plan, 
so  fraught  with  danger  to  us  and  so  promising  to  them,  with  small  risk. 
The  confirmation  of  the  reports  of  my  spy  from  Norfolk,  that  heavy 
frigates,  like  the  Wabash  and  Colorado^  loaded  with  troops,  would  form 
the  advance  of  the  attack  under  Butler.  These  vessels  and  other 
heavy  frigates  are  off  here  now,  and  as  against  this  place  could  only 
be  used  as  transports.  The  reported  exercising  with  troops  in  an 
immense  number  of  small  boats  at  Norfolk,  the  presence  of  Cushing, 
the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  of  the  great  diminution  of  our  force,  and 
especially  the  absence  of  the  usual  transports  which  accompany  an 
expedition  destined  to  make  a  land  attack,  are  all  to  me  strong  indica- 
tions in  favor  of  such  a  movement  as  I  have  described,  which  1  must 
say  is  the  best  they  could  devise  with  our  present  means.  A  success- 
iul  coup  de  main  would  give  them,  at  an  expense  of  no  very  large  num- 
ber of  troops,  a  position  most  formidably  secure  against  any  eiibrt  of  ours 
to  repossess  it  should  we  be  reinforced  after  the  event,  would  completely 
stop  all  blockade  running,  and  result  inevitably  and  at  no  distant  time 
in  the  possession  of  the  Cape  Fear  Itiver  and  Wilmington.  If  they 
delay  till  Hoke  arrives  we  have  a  better  chance.  We  have  scraped  up 
every  pound  of  provisions;  have  about  ten  days  for  the  troops  now 
here;  nothing  for  Hoke. 

There  is  another  course  open  to  the  enemy  which  would  eventually 
produce  the  same  results,  but  would  take  more  time  and  trouble  as 
well  as  cause  more  loss;  that  is,  to  make  the  landing  near  Gatlin  Bat- 
tery and  take  possession  of  any  point  on  the  river  above  Fisher.  This 
would  isolate  the  forts  and,  of  course,  cause  their  fall  from  the  want  of 
supplies,  unless  we  could  in  the  meantime  dislodge  the  enemy.  The 
XK)88ession  of  the  Sugar  Loaf  hills  would  make  them  too  strong  to  give 
much  hope  of  the  latter.  Either  is  feasible.  I  have  made  such  dis- 
positions as  have  been  in  my  power  to  arrest  this,  and  am  waiting  in 
much  anxiety  Hoke's  arrival.  The  force  here  being  entirely  inadequate, 
of  course  1  have  to  weaken  some  other  points.  I  had  prepared  one  of 
the  partially  disabled  blockade-running  steamers  to  obstruct  the  Bip 
at  New  Inlet,  but  as  British  property.  General  Bragg  declines  to  seize 
her.  But  the  enemy  know  too  much  to  try  to  pass  the  forts  with  their 
fleet.  Depend  upon  it  their  troops  will  be  put  to  open  the  harbor. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Majar-  General, 

MjyorGeneral  J.  F.  Gtlmeb, 

Chief  Engineer y  Richnuyiid. 
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[Tele^cnuD.] 

Fort  Fisheb,  December  24^  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Fleet  still  oft'.    Not  light  euough  to  defiue  nainbers.    Wind  west  aud 
southwest.    Not  a  vestige  left  of  the  vessel  that  blew  up. 

W.  Lamb, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 
M^or  Hill. 


[TeiegrAin.] 

FoET  FiSHEB,  December  24^  1864 — tO  a.  m. 
Fleet  are  about  6  or  7  miles  off.  I  recognize  Ironsides  aud  three 
frigates  of  Wabash  class  in  the  fleet.  Please  do  not  take  reserves  from 
me.  I  need  them  at  night  and  they  can  uot  stand  marching  to  and  fh>m 
camp.  Can't  yon  send  me  EzzelPs  company?  I  have  to  have  such  a 
heavy  picket  that  it  reduces  my  effective  artillerists. 

Lamb, 
Colonel, 
Mtyor  Hill. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquabtebs  Abmy  op  Nobthbrn  Viboinia, 

December  24,  1864. 
General  Bragg  reports  that  the  enemy's  fleet  moved  in  about  1  p.  m., 
Ironsidies  leading,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.    A  gunboat  last 
night,  in  pursuing  one  of  our  steamers^  grounded,  was  abandoned,  and 
blown  up. 

K.  E.  Lee. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Tolefmm.] 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  24^  1864 — 10 p.  m. 
The  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  was  kept  up  by  some  fifty  vessels, 
including  two  monitors,  until  after  sunset,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 
Our  casualties  were  23  wounded,  including  two  officers.    Damage  to 
works  and  armament  slight 

Braxton  Bbaog. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Taylob, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


[Telegram.] 

Deoembeb  24,  1864. 
Don't  put  self-acting  torpedoes  on  the  Rip  till  further  orders.    Want 
to  get  some  obstructions  there  first. 

W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Major-  General, 
Lieutenant  Pembboke  Jonbs, 

liattery  Buchanan,, 
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Beport  of  Mijor-General  Whiting,  C.  8.  Army,  advinng  the  immodiate  obstmotioii  of  the  Bips. 

Headquabtebs  Third  Military  District, 

December  24^  1864. 
Flag-OflBcer  Pinkney  goes  up  this  evening  in  the  Chickamauga.  Both 
he  and  I  consider  it  essential  that  the  Kips  be  obstructed,  and  at  once. 
1  gave  orders  to-day  before  I  left  to  the  engineer  to  send  down  at  once 
what  obstructions  we  have.  I  depended  on  placing  a  steamer.  The 
Arctic  is  given  to  us  for  that  purpose,  though  by  no  means  so  effective 
as  what  I  desired.  Please  to  give  every  authority  in  your  power  to  send 
the  Arctic  by  tomorrow  morning,  to  be  placed  on  the  Bips  as  an  obstruc- 
tion. I  send  this  by  the  courtesy  of  Flag-OflQcer  Pinkney.  If  they  do 
not  attack  as  to-night  we  will  be  welL  I  have  directed  Oonnally's  force 
and  500  men  from  Kirkland  as  supports  to-night.  Very  little  damage 
done,  although  fire  very  heavy. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 
General  Braug, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Fort  Fiiher. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Point, 

Fort  Fishery  N.  C,  December  J24j  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  by  telegraph  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  con- 
sisting of  over  fifty  vessels,  including  two  monitors,  several  armored 
vessels,  and  a  large  proportion  of  heavily  armed  frigates  and  sloops  of 
war,  commenced  a  furious  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  at  12: 40  p.  m., 
which  they  kept  up  until  5:30  p.  m.,  when  they  withdrew.  They  took 
position  from  opposite  Howard's  Hill  to  opposite  the  Mound,  thus  enfilad- 
ing our  land  fa(3e  and  our  camp.  They  destroyed  about  one-half  our 
quarters,  including  headquarters.  Tbey  damaged,  more  or  less,  some  of 
our  parapets  and  traverses,  but  no  part  of  the  work  was  greatly  injured, 
except  in  front  of  Bhikeley  gun,  on  right  of  the  northeast  salient.  Tbey 
disabled  one  X-inch  carriage,  one  Vlll-inch  carriage,  and  two32-pounder 
carriages.  The  X-inch  in  the  pulpit  and  the  Vlll-inch  in  the  left  of  the 
northeast  salient  were  dismounted  by  recoil.  They  will  be  mounted 
tonight. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows:  Wounded,  1  mortally,  3  severely,  and 
19  slightly;  total,  23,  viz,  2  commissioned  officers  (Lieutenant  Matthew 
Washington  Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  and  Passed 
Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  S.  Navy),  both  slightly;  3  noncommis- 
sioned officers,  10  privates,  2  seamen. 

The  garrison  flag  was  shot  away  and  the  staff  cut  down.  Battle 
flags  were  raised  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  Mound  and  on  the  left 
bank. 

The  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  all  did  their  whole  duty,  and  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  their  countrymen. 

As  the  enemy  attempted  no  passage  of  the  bar  and  stayed  out  at 
long  range,  with  the  exception  of  their  ironclads,  I  fired  very  slowly 
and  deliberately.  I  am  unable  to  know  what  damage  was  done  them, 
but  I  am  certain  the  injury  inflicted  upon  them  far  exceeds  the  injury 
their  bombardment  did  us.    Our  Heavenly  Father  has  protected  my 
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Ufirrimm  thin  dAir,  auA  1  ftitA  that  lie  will  mitftaiii  us  in  defeoding  oar 
mmm  (rmn  iUa  luvmUff, 

WjL  Lajcb, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 

A  nHnian  I  A  djuUmt'  Genera  I. 


HuaAR  Loaf,  Decetnher  26,  1864—12  m. 
Vhm^  mud  a  giitilMmt  to  patrol  tietweeii  Fisber  and  Audersoii,  to 
prt^ViMit  itroMMintf  and  aiiii<»y  enemy's  flank  by  fire  at  Craig's  Lauding. 

ABCHBB  ANDBBSONy 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
Kbitf'OnUuir  PlNKlfKY, 

Wilmington^  AT.  C. 


['lVli«Kriuti.  ] 

HXTGAU  Loaf,  December  26, 1864 — i  p.  m. 
\\\^  havo  oiH^tied  oommunioation  with  Fort  Fisher  and  now  bold  the 
rivt^r,    I  would  bo  ^lad  to  have  the  gauboat  down  to  cooperate,  bat  it 
niioubl  not  opon  llrt). 

Bbaxton  Bbaoo. 

FlafhOttUw  PlNKNRY, 

Wilmington,  S.  (\ 


lM%^  ttf  iNAWNd  Irta.  C  i.  Army,  to  Flaf-<MSe«r  Pialoity.  C  S.  Kavy,  ragmrdiag  Um 
•wnriw  tTOMMtimt^  rnxnl  Ssnm  ia  dtfHM  of  Fort  TiAmr. 

UmAIH^l  AKTKR8   DKrASTMKNT  OF  NORTH  CABOLnCA, 

Wilmington,  I^fcembrr  29 j  1S64. 
8iK;  Tht^  witMwy  having  drawu  off  entirely  since  his  dis<x>Difitnrev 
liw^iv  in  no  longt^r  a  neceaait^'  lor  the  iiatn^  on  the  river  which  jroa 
l^uidlx  *vjitiiblish«Hl  at  niy  re^^uest^  It  affonis  me  great  plesusare  to  con- 
vey to  y\*a  the  as^^nnuire  of  my  admiration  fvur  the  iHMidnct  of  joar  offi- 
^vrsaml  ot^^n  s^^viu^^  lUittery  Buchanan  during  the  Ui>mban!Bieiit  of 
the  ^th  c^mi  :iMh  infant.  Ueneral  Whiting  s^^ieaks  in  the  higW«t 
tt^rm^s  ss(  iX^ix  ^e^ilhintry  and  ei^ieney*  Wben  the  re^^H^t^  m  det^fttl  tfit 
t^-^xtKi  )  siwiU  t*^  aixk*  to  l4y  the  matter  beid^^re  the  itx^TeraxiMit  ia  a 

{  ^avt^  tW  lK»«W)r  to  t»^^  :iir*  \iftrY  nftS|j<vcifiiHy.  ec^.. 
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On  receiving  the  information,  at  1  p.  in.  on  the  24th,  that  the  fleet  was 
moving  in  to  take  position,  I  at  once  ordered  a  steamer,  and  reporting  to 
the  headqaarters,  proceeded  to  the  point  of  attack,  reaching  Confederate 
Point  just  before  the  close  of  the  first  day's  bombardment,  which  lasted 
fonr  hoars  and  a  half.  That  of  the  second  day  commenced  at  10 :  20  a.  m. 
and  coutinaed,  with  no  intermission  or  apparent  slackening,  with  great 
fury  from  over  fifty  ships  till  dark.  During  the  day  the  enemy  landed 
H  large  force,  and  at  4:30  advanced  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  sand  curtain,  the  fleet  at  the  same  time  making  a  concen- 
trated and  tremendous  enfilading  fire  upon  the  curtain.  The  garrison, 
however,  at  the  proper  moment,  when  the  fire  slackened  to  allow  the 
approach  of  the  enemy's  land  force,  drove  them  off  with  grape  and 
musketry;  at  dark  the  enemy  withdrew.  A  heavy  storm  set  in  and  the 
garrison  were  much  exposed,  as  they  were  under  arms  all  night.  At  8 
a.  m.,  26th,  a  reported  advance  in  boats  was  opened  on  with  grape  and 
shell. 

The  garrison  remained  steadily  awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  assault  or 
bombardment  until  Tuesday  morning  [27thJ,  when  they  were  relieved  by 
the  supports  of  Major-General  Hokeand  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Lamb's  report,  herewith,  gives  all  the  details  of  the  action.  In 
an  accompanying  paper  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  detail  of  all  mat- 
ters which  fell  under  my  own  observation  during  the  action  and  the  three 
Bucceeding  days,  which  I  beg  you  will  cause  to  be  forwarded  for  the 
information  of  the  War  Department. 

As  soon  as  other  business  will  permit,  a  report  in  detail  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  works,  capacity  of  resistance,  effect  of  fire,  movements 
of  the  enemy,  improvements  suggested ;  and  it  will  be  made  out  and 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Engineer  Department. 

In  this  it  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  grateful  sense  of  the 
gallantry,  endurance,  and  skill  of  the  garrison  and  its  accomplished 
commander.  To  the  latter  I  have  already  paid  a  just  tribute  of  praise, 
not  for  the  action  only,  but  for  his  whole  course  at  Fort  Fisher,  of  which 
this  action  and  its  results  are  but  the  fruit.  His  report  of  the  gallantry 
of  individuals  I  fully  confirm  from  my  own  observation. 

I  wish  to  mention  Captain  Munn,  Lieutenant  Latham,  Lieutenant 
Hunter  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  Lieutenant  Kankin  of  the  First  Battalion, 
Captain  Adams  of  the  light  artillery,  as  very  active  and  efiicient.  To 
Colonel  Tansill,  of  my  staff',  we  owe  many  thanks.  To  his  skillful 
judgment  and  great  experience  the  defense  of  the  sand  front  was  com- 
mitted at  the  critical  moment  of  assault.  Of  Major  Reilly,  with  his 
battery,  of  the  Tenth  Carolina,  who  served  the  guns  of  the  sand  front 
during  the  entire  action,  I  have  to  say  he  has  added  another  name  to 
the  long  lists  of  fields  on  which  he  has  been  conspicuous  for  indomi- 
table pluck  and  consummate  skill.  Major  Hill,  chief  of  my  staff,  and 
Major  Strong,  aid  de-camp,  here,  as  always,  actively  aided  me  through- 
out. The  gallant  bearing  and  active  labors  of  Major  Saunders,  chief 
of  artillery,  to  General  Hcbert,  in  very  exposed  positions,  attracted  my 
special  attention. 

1  present  my  acknowledgments  to  Flag-Offlcer  Pinkney,C.  S.  ^avy, 
who  was  i)resent  during  the  action,  for  the  welcome  and  efficient  aid 
sent  to  Colonel  Lamb;  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Koby,  which 
manned  the  two  Brooke  guns,  and  the  company  .of  marines  under  Cap- 
tain Van  Bentliuysen,  which  reinforced  the  garrison.  Lieutenant 
Chapman,  C.  S.  ^avy,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan,  by  his  skillful 
gunnery  saved  us  on  our  right  from  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  which, 
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nnlesd  checked,  might  have  resulted  in  a  snccessfal  passage.    The  navy 
detachment  at  the  guns  under  very  trying  circumstances  did  good  work. 
No  commendations  of  mine  can  be  too  much  for  the  coolness,  disci- 
pline, and  skill  displayed  by  officers  and  men. 

Their  names  have  not  all  been  fiiruished  to  me,  but  Lieutenants  Boby, 
Dornin,  Armstrong,  and  Berrien  attracted  special  attention  throughout. 
To  Passed  Midshipman  Gary  I  wish  to  give  personal  thanks.  Though 
wounded,  he  reported,  after  the  bursting  of  his  gun,  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened assault,  and  actively  assisted  Colonel  Tausill  on  the  land  front. 
Above  all  and  before  all,  we  shall  be  grateful,  and  I  trust  all  are,  for  the 
favor  of  Almighty  God,  under  and  by  whom  a  signal  deliverance  has 
been  achieved. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-Oen^ral, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Anderson, 

AhsL  Adjt  and  Insp.  Oen.^  Hdqrs.  J)ept.  ofi\orth  Carolina, 

P.  S. — i  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  in  no  sense  did  I  assume  the 
command  of  Colonel  Lamb.  I  was  a  witness  simply,  confining  my 
action  to  observation  and  advice,  and  to  our  communications,  and  it  is 
as  a  witness  that  I  report. 

W.  II.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- General, 


Detailed  report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Point, 

Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  December  27,  1864. 

Tuesday  morning,  December  20,  a  Federal  fleet  commenced  gather- 
ing off  New  Inlet.  Rough  weather  prevailed  until  Saturday,  December 
24,  when  the  weather  was  beautiful  and  the  sea  as  calm  as  a  lake.  At 
noon  the  fleet  weighed  anchor  and  advanced  in  one  line  toward  the 
fort,  the  Ironsiden  leading.  At  12 :  40  p.  m.  the  IronnideH  opened  and  the 
other  ships  followed  as  they  took  their  positions  on  left,  front,  and 
right  of  the  fort,  enfilading  both  land  and  sea  faces.  About  fiilby  vessels 
of  the  fleet,  including  one  double- turreted  and  two  single-turreted 
monitors,  joined  in  the  engagement,  and  ke])t  u))  an  incessant  fire 
until  dark — 5:30  p.m.  The  enemy  directed  the  warmest  fire  at  the 
flagstatt*  at  headquarters  until  they  had  cut  the  flag  and  staff  down 
and  knocked  headquarters  into  a  mass  of  ruins.  They  fired  projectiles 
of  every  description  from  a  3-inch  rifle  shell  to  a  XV-inch  round  shell. 
They  destroyed  about  one-half  of  the  quarters,  disabled  3  gun  car- 
riages, tore  up  large  quantities  of  the  earthworks,  splintered  some  of 
the  revetments,  but  did  not  injure  a  single  bombproof  or  endanger 
any  magazine.  The  greatest  penetration  noticed  was  not  over  5  feet 
perpendicularly. 

Our  casualties  were:  Wounded,  mortally,  1;  seriously, 3;  slightly,  19; 
total,  23.  Commissioned  ofticers,  Lieutenant  Matthew  Washington 
Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Kegiment,  and 
Pjissed  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  8.  Navy,  both  slightly.  (For 
particulars  1  respectfully  refer  to  surgeon's  report ) 

As  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  cross  the  bar,  the  fort  fired 
slowly  and  deliberately,  expending  only  672  projectiles.  The  day  was 
ao  calm  that  the  smoke  hung  around  our  batteries  and  the  enemy's  ships, 
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and  prevented  oar  guDiiers,  generally,  from  seeing  the  effects  of  tbeir 
shots,  bat  enongh  were  seen  to  strike  the  enemy  to  know  that  their 
easualties  mast  very  far  exceed  oars.  A  namber  of  vessels  were  with- 
d'awn,  and  some  were  seen  being  towed  off.  The  frigate  Wabash, 
apparently  bearing  the  admiral's  pennant,  was  driven  from  her  position 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  withdrew  sternforemost,  as  if  airaid  to 
expose  her  broadsides.  At  dark  the  enemy  withdrew.  Fort  Fisher 
:firlng  the  last  gan.  Everything  remained  qaiet  daring  the  night.  At 
abont  10  a.  m.  next  moruing,  December  25  (Christmas,  the  anniversary 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace),  the  fleet  advanced  again  in  single  line  toward 
the  fort,  led  by  the  Ironsides.  At  10:  30  a.  m.  the  fleet,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  another  monitor  (single-tnrroted)  and  some  wooden  steamers, 
recommenced  an  incessant  bombardment,  if  x>ossible  more  noisy  ana 
forioas  than  that  of  the  preceding  day,  which  they  kept  np  antil  after 
dark  (nearly  6  p.  m.).  Daring  the  day  a  few  more  quarters  were 
horned,  more  of  the  earthworks  were  displaced,  bat  none  serionsly 
damaged,  and  five  guns  were  disabled  by  the  enemy. 

Aboat  2  p.  m.  the  flagship  and  other  frigates  came  closer  to  the  bar 
and  lowered  boats,  which  approached  to  soand  the  bar.  The  Brooke- 
gan  battery  opened  apon  them,  with  other  gans,  and  drove  them  oat. 
The  Armstrong  gun,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve  daring  the  fight, 
was  x>ointed  late  in  the  afternoon  on  the  flagship  lying  off  the  bar,  and 
one  steel  shot  amidships  cansed  the  admiral's  pennant  again  to  with- 
draw. At  3:30  p.  m.  twelve  of  the  enemy's  barges  came  on  the 
Caroline  Shoals,  aboat  1  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Mound,  apparently  to 
soand  a  passage  for  barges.  It  was  a  bold  act,  bat  the  enemy  paid  for 
their  temerity.  A  few  shots  from  Battery  Buchanan,  the  naval  com- 
mand under  Lieutenant  Chapman,  first  cut  the  flag  from  a  barge  and 
then  cut  the  barge  in  two,  causing  the  whole  to  retreat  ra])idly.  The 
enemy  made  no  attempt  to  pass  the  bar,  and  the  firing  was  even  slower 
and  more  deliberate  than  on  the  previous  day,  only  600  shots  being 
expended.  Occasionally  the  fire  of  the  land  or  sea  face  was  directed 
on  a  single  ship,  and  it  never  failed  to  drive  her  out,  at  least  for  a 
while.  One  frigate  more  stubborn  than  the  rest,  received  six  large 
Blakely  rifle  shells  in  her  sides  before  she  would  move.  During  the 
day  the  enemy  landed  a  large  force  at  Battery  Anderson,  a  one-gun 
battery  3  miles  up  the  beach. 

At  4:30  sharpshooters  were  seen  on  our  left  flank,  and  they  fired 
ax>on  our  gunners  from  the  quarters  across  the  causeway.  A  few  dis- 
charges of  cannister  quietM  them.  At  5:30  p.  m.  a  most  fririous 
enfilading  fire  from  the  fleet  down  our  palisade  line;  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  were  seen  advancing  on  our  works.  A  fire  of  grape  was 
opened  along  the  line,  the  palisades  manned  by  the  infantry,  and  the 
advance  repelled.  Two  battalions  of  Junior  Reserves  joined  the 
Regulars  in  defending  this  line.  Two  prisoners  from  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-second  New  York  Regiment  were  taken  and  next  morning  a 
number  of  new  graves  were  seen  on  the  beach,  and  an  oflicer's  sword 
and  some  small  arms  and  accouterments  found  scattered  in  front. 
Firing  occurred  along  this  line  at  night  as  skirmishers  would  show 
themselves,  but  no  advance  in  force  was  made.  At  about  3  a.  m.  a 
boat  party  was  reported  as  advancing  on  the  Mound.  The  prepara- 
tions made  for  the  reception  of  such  an  advance  was  found  amx)1y 
suflBcient  to  repel  it,  if  it  were  seriously  made,  the  boats  seen  disappear- 
ing very  quickly.  During  the  night  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  wetting 
the  troops  and  their  arms,  but  it  did  not  dampen  their  spirits  nor  inter- 
fere with  their  eflttciency. 
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The  following  18  the  list  ofcasualties  for  the  day:  Killed,  3;  wounded, 
mortally,  2;  severely,  7;  slightly,  26;  total  wounded,  35.  Total  casu- 
alties, 38.  Commissioned  officers,  Oaptaiu  W.  C.  Strong,  aid  de-camp, 
and  Lieutenant  Brown,  adjutant  Junior  Reserves,  both  slightly 
wounded.  Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C,  S.  Navy,  wounded  in  foot.  One 
of  the  3  killed  fell  from  the  shot  of  a  sharpshooter  on  our  left  flank.  For 
the  two  days  (24th  and  2.')th),  killed,  3;  wounded,  Gl. 

The  enemy  were  seen  in  heavy  force  on  our  land  face  Monday  morn- 
ing, but  made  no  demonstration  against  us.  This  (Tuesday)  morning, 
December  27,  the  foiled  and  frightened  enemy  left  our  shores. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  my  com- 
mand. In  the  fierce  bombardment  of  twelve  hours  by  the  heaviest 
armed  fleet  that  ever  floated  on  the  seas  not  one  gun  detachment  was 
driven  from  their  piece.  The  last  gun  on  both  days  was  fired  by  Fort 
Fisher.  The  battalion  of  the  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment 
that  had  helped  to  erect  the  works  fought  with  a  determination  never 
to  allow  the  enemy  to  take  them,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  rep- 
resenting the  other  artillery  organizations  of  the  Old  North  State — 
Tenth  North  C'arolina  Regiment,  First,  Third,  and  Thirteenth  Battalions 
North  Carolina  Artillery — equale<l  in  bravery  and  heroism  their  com- 
rades of  the  Thirty-sixth.  Adams^  light  battery  not  only  skillfully 
handled  their  Napoleons  under  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  in  the  evening, 
but  in  the  day  did  ett'ective  service  at  the  heavy  guns. 

Major  James  H.  Reilly,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  and  Captain 
Daniel  Muun,  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  my  field  officers,  discharged  their 
whole  duty.  To  the  coolness  and  ex|)erience  of  Mjyor  Reilly  we  are 
indebted  for  the  defense  of  the  land  face,  and  to  Captain  Munn  we 
owe  our  thanks  for  keeping  one  battle  fiag  always  floating  defiance  to 
our  foe. 

My  adjutant.  Lieutenant  George  D.  Parker,  left  his  bed  to  repair  to 
his  postj  but  unable  to  attend  to  the  arduous  duties  of  adjutant,  of 
which  he  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  John  N.  Kelly,  he  went  to  the 
batteries  Jind  fought  gallantly  through  the  whole  bombardment. 

The  excellent  order  in  which  the  attack  found  the  ammunition  and 
armament  of  this  fort  is  due  mainly  to  the  practical  exi>erience  and 
untiring  energy  of  my  ordnance  men,  at  whose  head  is  Ordnance- 
Sergeant  Montgomery  Long,  of  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
1  would  be  pleased  to  have  his  services  rewarded  by  a  commission. 

The  HtatV  on  the  Mound  being  uni)rovided  with  halyards,  the  battle 
flag  had  not  been  raised  when  the  garrison  flag  was  shot  away.  The 
order  was  immediately  ^civen  to  raise  the  flag,  when  Private  Christopher 
C.  Hland,  Company  K,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  volun- 
teered, and,  climbing  the  staft'  under  a  heavy  fire,  fastened  tlie  flag  to 
its  top.  At  once  a  terrific  fire  was  poured  on  the  Mound,  and  one  end 
of  the  Hag  requiring  to  be  fastened,  Bland  repeated  the  heroic  deed, 
and  unscathed  by  the  fearful  ordeal  fastened  the  flag  firmly  to  the 
stafi',  where  it  now  floats,  although  torn  and  rent  by  fragments  of  shell. 

During  the  bombardment  on  Sunday  a  burning  shell  fell  into  a  gun 
chamber,  when  it  was  coolly  extinguished  and  thrown  out  by  Privates 
James  Turner  and  J.  U.  Brisson,  Company  n,  Thirty-sixth  North  Car- 
olina Regiment. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Williford,  Company  F,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  and  his  gallant  detisichments  never  flinched  from  the  Blakely 
in  the  redan,  although  the  parapet  in  front  was  torn  away  and  the  gun 
and  carriages  splintered  by  shells. 
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I  could  mention  nnmberless  cases  of  daring  equally  deserving  com- 
mendation, but  I  must  leave  them  for  the  roll  of  honor.  In  the  man- 
agement of  my  long  line  of  works  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see 
everything,  and  those  acts  observed  among  my  own  men  attracted  me 
most,  as  I  knew  the  individual  actors  from  our  long  association.  I 
would  make  mention,  however,  of  the  detachment  of  officers,  sailors, 
and  marines  from  the  Navy,  under  Lieutenant  Roby,  who  came  as 
volunteers  from  Battery  Buchanan  to  join  us.  Besides  the  severe  bom- 
bardment of  the  enemy  from  which  this  detachment  sufiered  their  full 
share,  they  had  another  ordeal  to  try  them.  In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday 
both  of  their  7-inch  Brooke  rifles  burst — one  at  2:30  p.  m.  and  one  at  4 
p.  m. — ^wounding  quite  a  number  j  but,  undaunted,  they  asked  for  other 
guns  to  continue  the  skillful  firing  which  they  had  so  gallantly  done 
during  the  whole  bombardment. 

The  skillful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  our  wounded  and  sick 
were  cared  for  during  this  bombardment  reflects  the  highest  credit  on 
Surgeon  Singleton  and  his  assistant  surgeons. 

I  would  mention  the  gallantry  of  my  aid.  Captain  0.  H.  Blocker,  in 
carrying  my  orders  through  the  heaviest  fire. 

I  am  indebted  to  Major  W.  J.  Saunders,  of  General  Hubert's  stafi*,  for 
most  valuable  assistance  in  his  department  during  the  engagement. 

To  the  presence  of  Major-Oenenil  Whiting  and  his  staff,  Golonel  Tan- 
sill,  Major  Hill,  and  Captain  Strong,  from  the  evening  of  the  first  day's 
bombardment  to  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  I  owe  much  of  the  confidence 
I  felt  in  my  command  and  much  of  the  enthusiasm  which  inspired  the 
men  throughout  the  fight. 

I  feel  that  to  God  we  owe  this  great  victory.  I  appealed  to  Him 
during  the  hours  of  trial,  and  He  protected  my  men  and  gave  my  gar- 
rison that  bravery  and  unconquerable  heroism  which  held  Fort  Fisher 
against  a  formidable  attack  by  sea  and  land,  and  which  saved  our 
homes  from  the  invader. 

As  soon  as  full  reports  of  officers  are  received  I  will  furnish  a  list  of 
those  officers  and  men  who  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  to  be  inscribed  on  the 
roll  of  honor. 

Forty-four  heavy  guns  were  brought  into  action,  20  on  land  face  and 
24  on  sea  front.  The  land  face  is  682  yards  in  length;  the  sea  face, 
1,8^8J  yards;  the  total  length  of  work,  2,580^  yards.  Both  faces  bear 
on  the  sea. 

On  the  24th  I  had  an  effective  total  of  788  regulars,  140  junior  reserves, 
total,  928.  On  the  2r)th  an  effective  force  of  921  regulars  and  about  450 
junior  reserves;  total,  1,371.  At  night  a  reinforcement  came  from  Bat- 
tery Buchanan  of  about  GO  sailors  and  marines,  under  Lieutenant 
Arledge  and  other  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Lamb, 
Colonel  J  Commanding, 

Mbjot  James  H.  Hill, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Third  Mil  Dist, 

Dept.  ofN.  C.  and  Southern  Fa.,  Wilmingtony  N,  C. 

[Copy  to  Captain  Hardeman.] 
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I(0port  of  aiBimmitiflii  ezpandad  in  Fort  Fiahor,  Soeombor  S4-95, 1864. 

Colonel:  I  respeotfidly  sabmit  the  followiug  as  a  report  of  the 
magazine  keei>ers  at  this  fort  of  cartridges  expended  during  the  bom- 
bardment and  land  attack  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  December: 


Magaxino. 


No.1 

No.2 

No.8 

Ko.4  (AriDBtrong  gun). 

No.  5 

No.« 

No.7 

No.8 

No.» 

No.  10 


No.  11. 
No.  14. 


Decem- 

Dorem 

ber  24. 

ber25. 

Hounds. 

Rounds. 

40 

35 

34 

«2 

65 

eo 

4 

105 

19 

106 

18 

112 

70 

25 

84 

50 

114 

0 

70 

80 

130 

122 

ToUl  . 
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Aboat  lis  of  the  cartridges  expended  on  25th  were  for  grape,  can* 
ister,  and  shell  fired  at  land  forces  and  boats  of  enemy. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

M.  Long, 
Ordnance  Sergeant, 
Colonel  Willlam  Lamb, 

Commanding. 


Soporti  of  tho  lurgeon  in  ohAxge  at  Fort  Fiaher,  ragarding  earaaltiei. 

Fort  Fisher,  December  30, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  casualties  in  the  action  at  Fort 
Fisher  on  December  24  and  25. 
In  the  action  of  the  24th  the  casualties  were  as  follows: 


KillfMi.     Wounded. 


CmnmiMfoned  offloerfl  . . . 
Noncommiiiiiifnied  officers 

PriTnt4»ii 

Seamen 

ToUl 


2 
8 

16 


On  December  25  the  casualties  were: 


Commissioned  officers 

NoncommiBsioDe<l  otticers. 

Prirates 

Seamen 

Marine 


Killed. 


Woonded. 


3 
6 
17 


Total 

Giaodtol^i 


35 

~fll 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADINQ  SQUADRON.        371 

Severely  wounded  on  December  24 4 

Severely  woanded  on  December  25 7 

Total "u 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Singleton, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 
Colonel  William  Lamb, 

Oommanding. 


Fort  Fisher,  December  30j  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  with  your  request  I  send  the  following  corrections, 
viz: 

December  24,  commissioned  officers  wounded:  Lieutenant  M.  W. 
Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thir^-sixth  !N^orth  Carolina  troops,  concussion 
£rom  shell,  slight;  Past  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  slight,  in  right 
leg.    December  25:  Captain  W. 0. Strong, aid-decamp, concussion  left 

hip,  slight;  Lieutenant Brown^  adjutant,  First  Battalion,  Junior 

Reserves,  contusion  of  hip,  slight;  Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy, 
wounded  in  foot,  slight. 

On  December  25  there  were : 

Prirates. 

Killed 3 

Mortally  wonnded 2 

Severely  wounded 7 

Slightly  wounded 26 

Total... 38 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Singleton, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 
Colonel  William  Lamb, 

Commanding  Fort  Fisher. 


Extraot  from  the  offioial  diary  of  CoUmel  Lamb,  C.  8.  Anny,  eommanding  the  defeniei  of 
Federal  Point,  with  headqnarten  at  Fort  Fiiher. 

December  23. — Fleet  still  off,  but  no  demonstration  made.  Was  rein- 
forced today  by  arrival  of  Major  Beilly's  battalion,  companies  F  and 
K  of  Tenth  North  Carolina  Regiment^  110  strong,  and  the  Seventh 
Battalion  Junior  Reserves.  General  Whiting  placed  Colonel  Connally 
and  the  forces  at  Sugar  Loaf  under  me  tonight. 

December  24. — Little  ffattie.  Captain  Libby,  came  in  last  night.  A 
blockader  got  aground  near  fort,  set  fire  to  herself,  and  blew  up.  Enemy 
attacked  fort  at  12 :  40  with  over  fifty  vessels,  ironclads,  frigates,  etc., 
and  continued  bombardment  until  5 :  30  p.  m.  We  fired  672  times.  They 
did  not  injure  works  very  seriously.  Disabled  five  gun  carriages. 
Casualties:  killed^  none;  wounded,  1  mortally,  3  seriously,  19  slightly; 
total,  23.  Commissioned  officers :  Lieutenant  Washington  Pridgen, 
Company  H,  slight  contusion ;  Past  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  S. 
Navy,  slightly  in  leg.  Noncommissioned  ofiicers:  First  Sergeant  J.  M. 
Benson,  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth,  concussion  and  contusion  of  brain; 
Sergeant  J.  H.  Johnson,  Company  F,  Tenth  Regiment,  contusion  in 
right  arm;  Sergeant  C.  M.  Kelly,  Company  B,  slightly  in  face;  Corporal 
G.  L.  Britt,  bruised  in  right  side  and  arm.  General  WMUv\^  ^Tt\N^\\i 
thickest  of  tight 
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December  25. — Fleet  came  up  and  opened  at  10: 30  and  continued  to 
bombard  us  fariously  antil  dark,  when  enemy  threw  his  skirmishers 
forward.  I  rallied  men  to  iialisades  and  drove  them  back  with  grape. 
Took  2  prisoners  and  killed  several.  Oasnalties  of  the  day:  Killed,  3; 
mortally  wounded,  1;  seriously  woanded,  6;  slightly  wounded,  28;  total 
wounded,  35. 

December  26. —Foggy  day  and  passed  off  quietly.  Lieutenant-Golonel 
Tait  and  four  companies  from  the  other  inlet  reinforced  me.  In  the 
morning  saw  enemy  throwing  up  sand  at  Battery  Anderson,  and  saw 
what  I  considered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  from  woods  in  rear  of  my 
cottage  to  Battery  Holland. 

December  27. — Enemy  embarked  on  transports  and  left  Confederate 
Point.  They  kept  up  shelling  all  night  and  all  day  till  they  all  had 
left.  Major  French's  battalion  left  for  Smithville.  General  Bragg 
visited  Fort  Fisher.  Major  Millard's  battalion  left  for  Sugar  I^af. 
Colonel  Graham's  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  Regiment  came  to  the 
front.  General  Whiting  has  remained  with  me  since  his  arrival  on 
Sunday. 


Report  of  FUg-Offlear  Pinkney,  0.  8.  Navy,  tmumittiiig  report  of  lienteiuixit  Chapauui,  C.  8. 
Navy,  oommaading  Battery  Buchanan . 

Naval  Commandant's  Oppioe, 

Wilmington^  January  4,  1865. 

Sib  :  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Chapman  of  the  incidents  of  the  24th 
and  25th  ultimo  is  so  comprehensive  as  to  render  any  further  report 
unnecessary. 

The  commendation  which  the  officer  serving  at  the  battery  and  in  the 
fort  received  from  Lieutenant  Chapman  is  merited.  1  deem  it  proper, 
though,  to  present  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  zeal  manifested 
on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  by  Lieutenants  Armstrong  and  Dornin. 
These  officers  were  here  on  the  way  to  Charleston  when  the  enemy  ap- 
peared off  the  fort.  They  immediately  volunteered  to  serve  wherever 
they  could  be  useful,  and  went  with  me  to  Battery  Buchanan.  On  the 
commencement  of  the  bombardment  they  asked  to  be  i>ermitted  to  go 
to  Lieutenant  lioby's  battery,  whither  they  went  through  tlie  fire  of  the 
enemy.  They  remained  in  the  fort  until  the  termination  of  the  bom- 
bardment. For  this  service  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  commend  them  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department. 

On  the  a])pearance  of  the  enemy  I  was  obliged  to  take  a  portion  of 
the  crew  of  the  (Jhicl<amauga  to  serve  the  guns  at  Fort  Fisher.  These 
officers  and  men  served  with  distinguished  skill  and  gallantry,  as  is 
stated  by  Lieutenant  Chapman. 

The  Chickamaugay  though  not  immediately  engaged  in  the  defense, 
still  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  transportation  of  ammunition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

li.   F.    PiNKNEY, 

Flag-officer. 
lion.  S.  K.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 

[Enolosure.] 

Battery  Buohanan,  December  29^  1864. 
Sir  :  I  reported  to  you  on  the  20th  instant  that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy 
bad  arrived  off  this  place.    They  disappeared  on  the  same  day  and 
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returned  on  the  23d,  and  anchored  about  0  miles  oflf  Fort  Fisher.  A 
detachment  of  29  men  under  Lieutenant  Roby  was  sent  from  this  bat- 
tery to  man  the  Brooke  guns  at  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  24th,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  got  underway  in 
line  ahead  (the  Ironsides  leading),  and  at  1  o'clock  they  opened  Are  on 
tlie  fort.  There  were  forty-three  vessels  engaged,  throwing  every  kind 
of  projectiles  from  a  3-inch  bolt  to  a  XV-inch  shell.  A  most  terrific 
bombardment  continued  until  5:30  p.  ni.,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 
On  the  26th,  at  10:30,  the  fight  was  renewed  by  the  same  number  of 
vessels  and  the  tire  was  incessant  until  5:30  p.  m.,  when  the  fleet  again 
went  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns. 

At  2:30  a  number  of  boats  were  lowered  from  the  ships  of  the  fleet 
and  approached  the  battery.  I  think  they  were  dragging  for  torpedoes. 
We  opened  fire  on  them  from  one  gun,  and  at  the  fourth  discharge 
sunk  one  of  their  boats;  the  others  quickly  withdrew.  At  5:20  p.  m. 
a  message  was  received  from  Fort  Fisher  saying  the  enemy  had  landed 
and  were  advancing  on  the  fort,  and  asking  for  reinforcenients.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  battery  were  immediately  sent  to 
the  fort,  under  Lieutenant  Arledge  and  oflBcers  of  the  companies.  They 
double-quicked  to  the  fort  and  got  there  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling 
the  assault.  We  were  at  quarters  nearly  all  Sunday  night,  expecting 
an  attack  from  the  boats  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  26th  the  men  belonging  to  the  battery,  except  those  under 
Lieutenant  Roby,  returned  fipom  Fort  Fisher.  There  was  no  firing  on 
the  fort  on  the  26th  or  27th.  On  the  26th  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
reembarked,  and  on  the  night  of  the  28th  the  fleet  disappeared,  leaving 
only  the  regular  blockading  squadron  off  this  place. 

Both  of  the  guns  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Roby  burst.  I  send  his 
report. 

Passed  Midshipmen  Gary  and  Berrien  were  with  Lieutenant  Roby, 
and  I  understand  the  conduct  of  these  oflBcers  and  the  men  with  them 
is  above  all  praise.  Out  of  the  29  men  from  this  battery,  serving  at 
Fort  Fisher,  19  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  regret  to  state  that 
some  have  since  died.  Lieutenants  Armstrong  and  Dornin  came  down 
as  volunteers.  They  went  to  the  forts  and  behaved  as  gallantly  as  men 
could  do.  Lieutenant  Dornin  was  painfully  wounded  by  the  explosion 
of  a  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  T.  Chapman, 

Lieutenant y  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  R.  F.  Pinkney, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces^  etc. 


Baport  of  lieatenant  Roby,  C.  8.  Navy,  oommaading  detachment  from  Battery  Buchanan. 

Confederate  Point, 
Fort  Fisher^  N.  0.,  December  — ,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  naval  battery  of  two  7-inch  Brooke 
guns  during  the  bombardment  of  24th  and  25th  instant: 

About  12:40  on  the  24th  instant  the  fleet,  approaching  the  fort  in  two 
columns,  took  position  about  1«^  miles  distant  and  open^  a  most  terrific 
bombardment.  As  soon  as  they  came  in  good  range  of  this  battery  we 
opened  on  them.  Your  orders  in  regard  to  tiring  slowly  and  delib- 
erately were  strictly  observed. 
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At  sanset  the  fleet  haaled  off.  We  expended  14  bolts  and  9  percus- 
Hion  shells. 

Passed  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary  was  slightly  woanded  and  2  men 
serloasly  woanded  by  a  firagment  of  shell. 

At  aboat  10:30  on  the  25th  instant  the  enemy's  fleet  came  up  in  the 
same  order  of  battle,  and  when  within  range  we  opened  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding day. 

At  2  p.  m.  several  vessels  lowered  boats  and  sent  them  toward  the 
bar,  when  Passed  Midshipman  Berrien  was  ordered  to  open  on  them, 
and  they  were  soon  driven  back. 

At  2:30  p.  m.  gun  No.  1.  commanded  by  Midshipman  Cary,  burst  at 
the  third  discharge,  disabling  the  carriage  and  wounding  several  men. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  gun  No.  2,  command^  by  Passed  Midshipman  Ber- 
rien, burst  at  the  eighth  discharge. 

At  sunset  the  fleet  hauled  off.    We  expended  5  bolts  and  6  shells. 

Lieutenant  Dornin  and  14  men  were  wounded. 

The  distance,  and  frequently  the  smoke,  prevented  us  from  observing 
the  effect  of  our  shot  on  the  enemy.  Two  vessels  were  towed  out  of 
action  during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  our  officers  and  men  throughout  is  worthy  of  all 
praise.  Passed  Midshipmen  Clarence  Cary  and  T.  M.  Berrien  are 
young  officers  of  superior  intelligence,  zeal,  and  gallantry,  and  should 
they  be  again  associated  with  you  on  duty,  1  take  pleasure  in  recom- 
mending them  highly  for  any  duty  you  may  be  pleased  to  assign  them. 

Quarter  Gunner  A.  Wright  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and 
gallantry. 

Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy,  was  with  us  during  the  bom- 
bardment as  a  volunteer,  until  receiving  a  very  painful  wound  in  the 
foot  at  the  bursting  of  the  first  gun.  His  officer-like  bearing  was 
remarked  by  all  present. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  every  precaution  was  taken  in  serving  the 
gun,  being  well  scraped  and  sponged  before  the  action  commenced,  and 
during  the  bombardment  was  si)onged  three  or  four  times  before  firing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  RoBY, 
First  Lieutenant  Provisional  Nary  Confederate  States. 

Colonel  William  Lamb, 

0.  tS,  Army^  Commanding  Fort  Fisher,  etc. 


IJnofficUl  lettar  from  Lieatenant  Armftrong,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Sargeon  Oalt,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  29,  I8r,4. 

My  Deab  Galt  :  Your  welcome  letter  reached  me  a  day  or  so  ago, 
in  fact,  only  yesterday.  I  was  at  that  time  at  Battery  Buchanan,  a 
naval  work  of  four  guns,  defended  by  our  old  friend  Chapman,  whither 
I  hud  gone  to  participate  in  the  defenses  of  that  battery  and  Fort  Fisher. 
Tlie  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  54  vessels,  among  them  the  Coloradf), 
IronsideSj  Brooklyn,  etc.,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  opened  fire  at  1 
o'clock  on  the  24th,  bombarding  the  fort  (Fisher)  continuously  until 
5:30,  when  they  hauled  out.  We  replied  verv  slowly,  tiring  only  600 
rounds,  ^  hile  it  was  estimated  the  enemy  fired  6,000.  This  day  I  was 
a  spectator  from  the  grim  heights  of  CbAimiui'a  batteiy. 

The  next  day  (Christmft*^  ^  ittftMved  with  Dornin  to 

assist  Boby,  who  w  •*  rifles.    The  gen- 
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eral  ordered  us  not  to  fire,  but  to  let  the  Yanks  do  their  best.  During 
this  day's  bombardment  the  enemy  must  have  fired  at  least  15,000 
shells,  and  never  since  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  there  such  a 
fire.  The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  fort,  which  consists  of  sand,  mer- 
lons, etc.,  was  as  one  Xl-inch  shell  bursting.  You  can  now  inspect  the 
whole  works  and  walk  on  nothing  but  iron.  While  this  was  going  on 
a  small  boat  was  observed  to  pull  close  inshore  as  if  sounding,  ^hy 
ordered  a  shell  to  be  fired,  which  struck  very  close  to  her.  Emboldened 
by  our  first  attempt  another  was  fired,  when  the  gun  r7-inch  Brooke) 
burst  into  a  thousand  pieces,  knocking  everybody  down,  but  fortunately 
killing  none.  Seven  men  were  wounded,  among  them  Tom  Dornin  had 
his  right  big  toe  broken,  and  was  bruised  very  badly  in  other  parts  of 
the  body.  The  other  7-inch  Brooke  was  then  fired,  and  burst  worse 
than  the  other.  How  the  men  escaped,  God  only  knows.  I  then  went 
np  and  assisted  a  lieutenant  in  the  Army  to  fight  his  two  YlU-inch  shell 
guns,  and  that  night  was  placed  in  command  of  them  by  Colonel  Lamb. 
After  a  bombardment  of  eleven  hours  the  fleet  drew  ofi",  and  under 
cover  of  night  attempted  a  landing,  but  were  repulsed  with  small  arms 
and  grape.  The  casualties  are  small,  4  killed  and  34  wounded,  of  whom 
4  will  probably  die.  The  fleet  left  yebterday,  probably  to  reorganize. 
I  received  orders  on  the  20th  to  report  to  Tucker,  at  Gharleston.  I 
requested  torpedo  service,  but  understand  I  am  second  lieutenant  of 
the  Columbiaj  Evans,  captain;  Dornin  was  to  be  first. 

I  will  leave  to-morrow.    Chapman  has  a  nice  place,  and  is  lord  of  all 
he  surveys  on  the  point.* 

The  Eeefers  (M.  and  A.)  are  expected  here  daily.    I  could  not  get 
leave. 

Your  Mend,  Abmstbong. 


Extract  from  dairy  of  Midahipman  Cary,  C.  S.  Navy. 
*  *  *  •  •  •  • 

Until  about  the  middle  of  December  nothing  occurred.  The  officers 
were  granted  leave.  The  Tallahassee  was  put  out  of  commission  about 
the  15th  of  December,  and  loaded  with  cotton.  The  command  wa«  given 
to  Captain  Wilkinson,  Captain  Ward  taking  command  of  the  Ghicka- 
mauga.  I  expected  to  go  out  in  the  Chameleon^]  as  she  is  now  called, 
but  I  slipped  up  in  my  expectations.  Heard  of  the  grand  Yankee  fleet 
at  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

December  20^  1864. — Heard  that  the  Yankee  expedition  had  appeared 
ofi"  the  bar.  Great  excitement  prevailed  in  Wilmington.  An  order 
came  from  the  commodore  to  send  all  the  available  men  and  officers  down 
to  Battery  Buchanan  (navy  battery)  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy.  Lieutenant  Boby  took  charge  of  the  party, 
24  men  in  all,  and  I  and  Passed  Midshipman  Berrien  also  went.  We 
])roceeded  down  in  the  C.  S.  S.  Yadhin^  and  reached  Battery  Buchanan 
about  4  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Eoby  reiK)rted  and  found  that  we  were  to  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  to  fight  two  7-inch  Brooke  guns.  Stayed  at  Buchanan 
all  night. 

December  21. — ^Marched  the  men  up  to  Fort  Fisher,  which  was  a  mile 
and  a  half  distant.  We  reported  to  Colonel  Lamb.  Our  men  were 
given  an  old  shanty  for  quarters,  while  we  were  quartered  and  messed 
with  some  very  pleasant  officers.  They  were  Captain  Faison,  Captain 
Blocker,  and  Chaplain  McKinnon.    •    •    •    The  Yankee  fleet  is  well 

*  Personal  matter  omitted.  t  Formerly  the  C.  S.  S.  Talldkastee, 
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off  to-day  on  actcount  of  the  weather.  The  monitorn  have  not  yet  left 
Heaiifort.  It  in  blowing  a  strong  gale  from  the  soathward  and  east- 
ward, and  there  is  a  tolerably  heavy  sea  on  oatside.  In  the  fort  the 
sand  blows  in  everv  direction. 

December  22. — The  weather  is  better  to-day,  bnt  intensely  cold.  Sta- 
tioned and  exercised  my  crew  at  the  gnn.  The  gan  is  a  7-inch  Brooke 
rifle  (navy  pattern),  mounted  on  an  army  Coiambiad  carriage;  it 
reonires  8  men  to  work  it. 

heoember  24. — Movements  of  the  fleet  plainly  visible,  as  they  are 
close  in.  The  long  roll  beat  aboat  1  p.  m.  and  we  went  to  qaarters  and 
were  so<in  all  ready  for  action.  The  frigate  (ironclad)  New  Iromides 
and  three  monitors,  viz,  the  Mahopcic^  the  Monadnock^  double-tarreted. 
and  one  single-tarreted,  led  the  way,  the  frigates  coming  next,  ana 
then  the  sloops  and  ganboats  last.  They  came  np  two  abreast  until 
opposite  the  forts,  when  the  outer  line  came  on  around  the  sea  face 
and  took  their  positions.    Tlie  following  diagram  shows  the  positions 


of  tho  tioot.  The  enemy  would  have  to  eroRs  the  bar  and  rip  where  I 
havi^  markeil  them  down.  Fort  Fisher  had  about  50  guns  and  the  fleet 
brought  int4>  action  580  guns,  ranging  from  XV  inch  and  100 -pounder 
ParrottH  down.  At  1:20  p.  m.  the  Yankees  flrwl  tho  first  gun,  and 
thon  the  action  commenced  in  earnest.  It  is  estimated  that  the  enemy 
threw  on  an  average  1(K)  shells  a  minute.  The  fort  replied  slowly,  as 
the  firing  was  too  hot  to  keep  the  men  at  their  guns.  The  quarters  in 
the  fort  wore  soon  in  flames,  and  the  flag  was  soon  shot  away.  The 
noise  of  the  guns  and  the  bursting  shell  was  deafening.  Our  sailors 
bi»have<l  with  great  coolness,  and  as  we  had  no  relief  crews,  they  had 
tiresome  work.  Toward  the  last  of  th«  action  one  of  the  men  (P.  A. 
Foster)  was  mortally  w«**"  "M^r  by  a  piece  of  shell, 

which  also  hit  m«^  '^  knee.    One  of  Ber- 

rien's crew  li^  omin,  O.  S.  Navy, 

who  oame  ^lien  i  went  to  the 
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hospital.    I  flred  mostly  at  the  U.  S.  frigate  Susquehanna^  and  think  I 

struck  her  in  the  fore-chains  on  the  starboard  side.     About  5  p.  m.  the 

fire  slackened  aud  the  fleet  hauled  0%  it  being  too  dark  for  fighting. 
•    •    • 

December  25. — As  soon  as  possible  we  went  to  our  guns  and  piled 
sand  bags  to  protect  our  battery,  which  was  in  an  unfinished  state. 
The  Yankees  did  not  give  us  much  time,  however,  as  the  line  came  up 
and  opened  at  about  9  a.  m.,  as  heavy  as  the  day  before.  Just  before 
the  action  Berrien  and  myself  fired  our  guns  and  then  carefully  swabbed 
them  out  with  wet  sponges  and  then  gave  then)  a  careful  scraping. 
The  fleet  took  very  much  the  same  positions  as  before,  except  that 
they  went  a  little  farther  around  toward  Battery  Buchanan.  During 
the  hottest  part  of  the  action  the  Yankees  lowered  their  small  boats 
and  came  in  to  sound  the  bar  and  also  drag  for  torpedoes.  I  was  flring 
my  gun  at  these  boats  when  it  burst  in  many  pieces,  knocking  down 
all  of  us  who  were  around  it,  and  wounding  Lieutenant  Dornin  and  five 
or  six  men.  The  bands  separated  and  flew  in  every  direction.  It  is 
truly  wonderful  that  any  of  us  escaped  from  the  gun  pit  alive.  There 
were,  however,  but  two  or  three  men  wounded  seriously.  Soon  after 
that  Berrien's  gun  (also  a  Brooke)  burst  in  the  same  way,  and  with 
much  the  same  effect  as  to  the  men  around  it.  I  left  the  gun  and  went 
to  headquarters,  where  I  carried  a  few  dispatches  for  General  Whiting 
and  Colonel  Lamb,  but  I  was  mostly  employed  in  getting  the  militiamen 
out  of  the  bombproofs,  where  they  were  huddled  together  like  so  many 
sheep.  •  •  *  Theabove-mentionedportionof  troops  behaved  in  the 
most  disgraceful  manner.  After  awhile  Colonel  Tansill,  of  General  W.'s 
stafl',  by  much  threatening  aud  persuasion,  got  the  men  to  man  the  pali- 
sades. The  enemy  about  that  time  threw  out  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers, 
who  advanced  nearly  up  to  the  land  face  of  the  fort.  They  were  soon 
opened  upon  with  grape  and  canister  from  the  heavy  guns,  which 
caused  them  to  retreat  faster  than  they  came.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
eight  shots  with  a  rifle  at  a  Yankee  in  a  rifle  pit,  but  do  not  think  I  hit 
him,  as  he  was  some  distance  off'  and  it  was  growing  dark.  We  were 
well  tired  out  when  the  fight  ceased,  but  of  course  great  vigilance  had 
to  be,  and  was,  kept  up  during  the  night.  To  add  to  the  disagreeable 
duties  of  the  night,  it  rained  in  torrents,  also  blew  quite  hard.  There 
was  one  false  alarm  during  the  night;  nothing  more  occurred. 

December  2G. — The  sea  being  quite  rough  was,  1  suppose,  the  reason 
that  the  Yankees  did  not  come  up  this  day.  We  could  see  from  the 
parapet,  with  a  glass,  the  Yankees  embarking  from  the  beach  in  their 
small  boats.  I  watched  the  heavily  laden  transports  go  off'  to  sea  and 
then,  with  great  pleasure,  a  portion  of  the  fleet  sail.  Everybody  in  the 
fort  busily  engaged  to-day  in  repairing  damage  done  to  the  works. 
Some  few  of  the  guns  were  disabled,  but  the  fort  is  still  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  casualties  in  the  garrison  yesterday  amounted  to  about  70 
killed  and  wounded.  The  inside  of  the  fort  is  covered  with  pieces  and 
whole  shell. 

December  27, — Staid  at  Fisher  until  evening,  when  we  were  ordered 
back  to  Battery  Buchanan.  On  our  arrival  there  with  our  small  squad, 
all  that  were  left  of  24  used-up  men,  Captain  Chapman  turned  out  the 
garrison  and  gave  three  cheers  for  Lieutenant  Roby's  men,  which  were 
answered  by  us. 

December  28. — 1  went  on  board  the  ship,  being  ordered  back. 
•  •*«•«* 

About  the  15th  of  January  the  Yankees  took  Fort  Fisher,  after  three 
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days'  fighting,  capturing  all  the  garrison.  Gaptain  Ghapmau  evacu- 
ated Battery  Buchanan  with  nearly  all  his  men.  Our  men,  as  a  general 
thing,  behaved  well.  The  company  of  marines  fought  splendidly. 
General  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb  were  both  badly  wounded. 

About  the  2d  of  February  I  was  granted  leave  to  come  to  Richmond, 
and  on  the  15th  I  was  ordered  to  the  Gonfederate  States  ordnance 
works  to  report  to  Commander  J.  M.  Brooke,  and  was  put  on  duty  at 
Gonfederate  States  naval  laboratory.  General  Whiting  died,  a  prisoner, 
at  Governor's  Island,  N.  Y.,  on  the  10th  of  March.  The  Ohickamavga 
was  sunk  at  Indian  Wells,  on  the  Cape  Fear  River,  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Wilmington.    The  Tallahassee  was  at  Bermuda  at  last  accounts. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Keyser,  U,  S,  Navy^  commanding  U,  8,  8.  Eolus, 
regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Eolus, 
Off  Western  Bar  J  N.  0.,  December  25^  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1  a.  m.  of  this  date  two  block- 
ade runners  crossed  the  bar,  bound  out  I  started  in  pursuit  of  one 
and  kept  her  in  sight  by  the  blaze  from  her  smokestacks  until  3 :  30  a.  m., 
and  then  lost  her.  The  night  was  very  dark.  I  continued  my  course 
(S.  by  E.)  until  daylight  (7  a.  m.). 

Having  no  vessels  in  sight  I  returned  to  the  bar,  where  I  arrived  at 
2: 30  p.  m.;  distance  run  off  was  85  miles.  Returning  I  examined  the 
coast  from  Shallotte  Inlet  to  the  bar  for  inward-bound  vessels  without 
success. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  Kbysee, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear- A  dmiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Olisson,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8,  8,  8antiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the  care  of  the  monitor 
Mahopac. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  25, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  case  it  comes  on  to  blow  from  the  N.  E.,  you  will  take  care  of 
the  monitor  Mahopac  and  look  out  for  her,  and  proceed  with  her  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  G.  Lookout  for  signals  from  me,  and  when  you  see  them  carry 
out  the  above  order.  If  circumstances  do  not  permit  nie  to  make  sig- 
nals, and  it  comes  on  to  blow,  take  care  of  the  monitor  anyhow. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Gaptain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  V.  S.  8.  8antiago  de  Cuba. 

(Similar  order  of  same  date  to  Captain  Pickering,  commanding  U.  S.S. 
Yanderbilt,  to  take  care  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Canonicus;  Gaptain  Sands,  com- 
manding  U .  S.  S.  Fort  JacJcson,  to  care  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock;  Com- 
mander Spicer,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City^  to  care  for  the  U.  S.  S. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Sands,  U.  8.  Navy, 
co^nmanding  U.  S,  S.  Fort  JaeksoUy  to  tow  the  monitor  MahoporO  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  G. 

December,  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mahopac  in  tow  to  Beaufort,  see  her 
safe  in  the  harbor,  bury  your  dead,  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  with 
the  wounded,  tarn  them  over,  and  return  here  without  delay. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Gaptain  Benjamin  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  8. 8.  Fort  Jackson. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Captain  Olisson,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U,  8,  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  coal  and  provisions. 

Off  Wilmington,  December  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Koads,  deliver  your  prisoners  to 
the  provost -marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe,  coal  and  provision  your  ship, 
and  return  to  ine  without  delay. 

Bespe<!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commanding  U.  8. 8.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  off  Netc  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  December  27, 1864. 
The  explosion  of  the  gunboat,  spoken  of  by  Bichmond  papers,  would 
seem  to  indicate  operations  commenced.  The  date  of  that  explosion  is 
not  given.  Parties  from  Koanoke  Island  say  they  have  had  the  strong- 
est gales  ever  known.  Can  you  be  at  Fortress  Monroe  or  Norfolk 
Thursday  forenoon  without  inconvenience! 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,   U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  information 
received  from  deserters. 

U.  8.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landing,  James  River,  December  27, 186 i. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  some  information  obtained 
from  five  rebel  deserters  from  the  ironclad  Virginia  in  James  Biver. 

They  were  sent  on  board  this  vessel  for  examination  by  Brigadier- 
General  and  Chief  of  Staff  John  W.  Turner,  after  which  they  were 
returned  to  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  James  by  his  request. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Bloclccid^  ojjf  NoTt\\.  (iato\\?u.a. 
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[Enolosnre.] 
Information  obtained  from  rebel  deserters, 

U.  S.  8.  Onondaga,  December  27^  1864. 

Wood  aud  Nelson:  At  1 ) re wry's  Bluff  there  are  L"*  guns,  consist- 
iug  of  2  long  32-{)oaDders,  commaudiiig  the  bauk  above  the  battery; 
two  8-iiich  smoothbore,  bearing  on  the  river;  all  the  others,  X-inch 
smoothbore,  bear  down  the  river  but  one;  down  by  the  blockade  there 
is  a  X-inch  columbiad  bearing  on  obstructions.  The  obstructions  con- 
sist of  pens  filled  in  with  rocks  about  300  yards  below  the  bluff.  The 
channel  through  the  obstructions  is  about  15  yards  Arom  north  bank. 
There  is  about  3<l  fathoms  of  water  in  channel;  about  4  feet  fall  to  tide. 
The  battery  is  manned  by  two  companies  of  artillery  and  some  marines 
(do  not  know  how  many),  commanded  by  Colonel  Terrett. 

Knight  and  Whitlock:  At  ChaflQn's  Bluff  there  are  about  thirteen 
guns— don't  know  the  caliber — all  bearing  on  river;  can  train  them  all 
down  river.  When  Union  gunboats  engaged  the  batteries  they  did 
very  little  damage.  Heard  a  rumor  in  Bichmond  that  there  was  an 
expedition  fitting  out  to  capture  Fortress  Monroe.  Chaffin's  Blufi'  is 
manned  by  three  companies  of  artillery.  Major-Genersil  Pickett  com- 
mands the  line  of  works  extending  from  the  Appomattox  River  to  the 
James  River.  The  Union  gunboats  do  no  damage  to  works  on  the  left 
of  Howlett's.  There  are  several  batteries  on  the  left  of  Howlett's,  the 
first  of  which  is  called  Chester  Battery,  has  2  X-incli  columbiads, 
smoothbore.  About  one-fourth  mile  to  left  of  that  is  another  one 
called  Battery  Wood,  having  2  Xinch  smoothbores  and  one  8-inch 
Brooke  rifle,  2  X-inch  mortars,  aud  two  small  mortars.  To  left  of 
that  is  another  called  Battery  Semmes,  some  guns,  but  don-t  know  how 
many. 

Walling  and  Bowers:  Don't  know  how  many  guns  at  Chaffin^s. 
Saw  a  large  number  of  small  fieldpieces  and  small  mortars.  Union 
gunboats  do  very  little  damage  to  Pickett's  line  between  Howlett's  and 
James  River.  Fort  Brady  killed  1  and  wounded  several  men  in  Bat- 
tery Semmes.  In  Battery  Senimes  there  are  sevenil  guns,  two  of  which 
are  X-inch  smoothbores.  There  are  a  large  number  of  mortars  along 
the  line  of  works  between  Howlett's  and  James  River. 

William  Carter,  Bristol,  England,  age  26;  two  months  in  Navy; 
came  from  Nassau, [New  Providence],  to  Charleston  in  blockade  runner 
Rock  JAght,  screw,  about  800  tons;  shipped  voluntarily  in  rebel  Navy; 
served  in  Patrick  Henry,  four  guns,  smoothbore,  old  navy  pattern. 

Virginiaj  ram,  1  gun,  8inch  rifle,  forward;  2  guns  midship,  7-inch 
rifle;  1  gun,  Xl-inch  smoothbore,  aft.  Sends  2  screw  torpedo  launches 
every  night,  no  guns,  and  about  one  officer  and  six  or  eight  men. 
Conies  down  as  far  as  Bishop's.  Deserted  because  of  general  dissatis- 
faction. Captain  Dunnington  commands  Virginia,  Has  a  crew  of 
about  150  men  and  not  many  seamen;  very  many  deserted.  River 
planted  with  torpedoes  opposite  Signal  Hill,  and  just  below  Bi8liO])'s, 
both  percussion  and  electric  wire.  Putting  a  blockade  down  opposite 
a  house  just  above  the  graveyard;  consists  of  large  lighters  loaded 
with  stone.    No  opening  to  be  in  it  for  passing  vessels. 

Rams  well  protected  with  logs  around  them  and  large  torpedo  spars 
and  netting  on  them.  A  good  lookout  kept  on  them.  Don't  think  that 
the  torpedo  boats  or  rams  ever  intend  coming  down. 

Raft  just  below  the  rams  clear  across,  and  80  fixed  that  both  ends 
will  open.    Great  care  taken  Ta*  '  i  to  torpedo  oppo- 

site, so  that  even  their  own 
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Virginia  has  good  macbinery  and  can  go  10  knots.  Her  officers  are 
continaally  changing,  and  general  dissatisfaction  among  the  crew. 
Three  men  from  Onondaga  deserted  to  rebel  ram  Virginia  last  summer. 

Not  over  300  marines  at  Fort  Darling  ander  Major  [Colonell  Terrett. 
Picket  boats  are  filled  with  torpedo  arrangements.  Torpedo  crews 
state  the  river  has  percussion  torpedoes  all  across  at  Semmes,  and  very 
large,  especially  those  connected  with  telegraph  wire.  Battery  Semmes 
contains  3  X-inch  colnmbiads  and  two  7-inch  rifles. 

Battery  Brooke,  opposite  graveyard,  contains  2  colnmbiads  of  X-inch 
and  one  8-inch  rifle. 

Water  batteries  on  the  south  side  below  Chaffin's,  with  X-inch  guns 
and  mortars.  A  1-gun  battery  also  close  to  it  with  X-inch  smooth- 
I  bore].  A  new  2-gun  battery  also  building  near  there.  Seems  positive 
that tney  will  never  comedown,  relying  altogether  on  the  batteries  and 
torpedoes  to  securely  defend  the  river.  Knows  Nothing  beyond  rumor 
of  any  torx)edo  expedition  fitting  out  by  the  Navy.  Pickets  placed  on 
the  bank  every  night  to  look  out  for  torpedo  boats  from  our  fleet. 

William  White,  Old  Point  Comfort  born,  age  30.  Three  years  in 
rebel  service.  Entered  Army  in  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment  and  was 
transferred  to  Navy  in  April  last.  Served  on  Virginia;  armament  4 
guns;  forward,  1  rifle,  8-inch,-  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  aft;  broadside,  2  rifles, 
7-inch.  Has  2  torpedo  picket  boats,  no  guns,  and  a  crew  of  one  officer 
and  about  six  men.  Came  down  to  Bishop's.  Deserted  because  he 
thought  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  and  has  long  looked  for  a  chance  to 
desert.  General  dissatisfaction  among  the  crew  of  about  160  men,  or 
170,  officers  and  all,  and  about  30  seamen  only.  Captain  Dunnington 
commands.  Has  had  many  desertions  from  her.  Large  number  of 
torpedoes  between  Bishop's  and  Dutch  Gap.  Some  very  large  iron 
ones  go  with  telegraphic  wire,  and  a  large  number  of  small  percussions. 
Thinks  the  officers  imagine  the  river  impassable  on  account  of  torpe- 
does, and  that  the  rebels  themselves  couldn't  get  down  on  that  account. 
Bams  are  protected  with  outriggers,  with  net  and  logs  around  the  ship, 
and  a  large  foreyard  across  the  bow  with  nets  and  weights,  and  a  very 
bright  lookout  kept  on  the  rams.  For  several  nights  large  scows  have 
been  towed  down,  filled  with  stone,  and  one  schooner  not  yet  sunk.  The 
vessels  are  to  be  sunk  on  the  bar  just  opposite  or  a  little  above  the  Grave- 
yard. Torpedoes  very  thick  below  this  point.  A  large  boom  across 
the  river  between  this  and  the  rams,  and  oi)en  on  ends  for  boats  to  come 
through.  But  few  soldiers  in  Fort  Darling,  but  many  large  guns. 
Has  heard  about  an  expedition  of  tori>edo  boats  similar  to  the  *'David," 
but  does  not  know  its  destination.  The  picket  boats  are  fitted  with 
torpedo  booms.  Pickets  placed  on  the  banks  on  the  lookout  for  our 
torpedo  boats. 

George  Brent,  landsman,  39,  Old  Point,  Va. ;  3  years  in  Confederate 
service;  in  Navy  since  April,  1803.    Formerly  in  Longstreet's  corps. 

Virginia,  flagship,  one  8-inch  rifle  forward,  pivot.  Two  7-inch  rifles, 
broadside.  Xlinch  nmoothbore.  8-inch  armor  forward.  6-inch  armor 
on  sides.  18-inch  pine  wood.  Does  not  know  draft;  knows  she  steers 
well.  Could  load  and  fire  with  old  crew  in  three  minutes.  The  crew 
now  on  board  are  conscripts.  The  complement  is  175  men,  and  there 
are  150  now  on  board.  Between  Bishop's  and  Signal  Hill  are  large 
torpedoes,  1,200  and  1,500  pounds  powder.  Some  are  percussion  and 
some  galvanic.  Have  been  down  about  two  weeks.  Men  at  work  now 
putting  more  down.  Hunter  Davidson's  torpedo  boat  has  been  sent  to 
Wilmington,  [N.  C.].    Two  others  like  it  are  about  being  sent  away. 
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Obstructions  sunk  on  accoant  of  ironclad  reported  with  ISincbes 
iron.  The  obstructions  consist  of  sloops  and  schooners  sunk  on  Kings- 
ley's  [Kingsland]  Bar,  end  to  end.  The  ironclads  lie  about  250  yaMs 
above  them. 

The  Fredericksburg  steams  about  6  knots.  The  Richmond  is  the  same 
speed  as  the  Virginia.  The  Virginia  is  the  farthest  down  the  river. 
Picket  boats  do  not  come  down  below  obstructions  on  Kingsley's 
[Kingsland]  Bar.  Small  boats  do  not  come  down.  The  vessels  are 
prot^ted  by  outriggers  and  booms,  with  grates  slung  with  heavy 
weights  reaching  6  feet  below  the  surface;  the  entire  arrangement  car- 
ried along  when  the  ship  gets  underway.  There  are  6  lookouts  on  each 
vessel  and  two  small  howitzers  on  each.  The  conscripts  are  not  sup- 
posed to  be  very  good  fighting  men,  as  the  balance  of  the  crew  kick 
them  around.  The  large  guns  could  not  be  depressed  sufficiently  to 
strike  the  deck  of  the  Onondaga  if  close  alongside.  There  are  two  how- 
itzers on  top.  There  are  25- pound  torpedoes  on  all  the  boats,  with  pole 
25  feet  long;  explode  while  in  contact.  There  are  torpedoes  in  the 
reach  above  Signal  Hill,  below  Graveyard. 

Georgb  Henry  Dunnbtt,  born  in  London;  26  years  old;  3  years 
in  Confederate  service.  Deserted  from  Virginia  afternoon  of  25th 
December;  got  liberty,  came  down  river,  crossed  the  river  on  a  log, 
got  a  small  boat,  and  went  over  and  brought  the  rest  of  the  ])arty  (4] 
and  came  into  the  Union  lines.  Bams  are  a  little  below  Chaffin's  Bluff. 
They  are  sinking  obstructions  Just  below  them  on  Kingsman  [Kingsland] 
Bar.  Don't  intend  to  leave  any  passage.  Was  Quartermaster.  The 
blockade  is  to  be  of  sunken  vessiels  formerly  used  ror  a  bridge :  five  or 
six  are  now  sunk,  and  a  steamer  brings  one  down  every  night.  Virginia^ 
Captain  Dunnington,  who  is  also  executive  officer.  Commodore  Mitchell 
is  also  on  board;  Lieutenants  J.  D.  Wilson,  [W.  P.]  Mason,  and  [Daniel] 
Trigg  and  6  midshipmen.  Crew  very  much  dissatisfied ;  mostly  con- 
scripts. A  boom  across  the  river  to  stop  floating  torpedoes.  At 
Bishop's  27  torpedoes,  different  sizes,  some  of  them  1,200  ])ounds. 
Guns  run  out  at  nights.  Can  not  get  into  ports.  Two  sentries  for- 
ward, 2  aft,  and  2  by  the  smokestack.  All  the  rest  of  the  watch 
inside  casemate.  Armament,  Xl-inch  pivot  aft,  Sinch  pivot  rifie 
forward,  2  7-inch  rifles  broadside,  1  howitzer  forward  and  one  afb, 
12-poun(ler.  Have  just  finished  two  launches  about  25  feet  long, 
steam,  rigged  with  torpedo  poles  on  the  stem.  They  are  used  for 
picket  duty  now.  Also  three  tugs.  No  rowboats  out  since  the  launches 
were  finished.  Tugs  are  the  Beau/orfy  Hampton,  Xansemond,  and 
Roanoke.  One  lays  by  each  night.  ?team  launches  are  the  Scorpion 
and  Hornet.  They  are  fitting  out  an  expedition  for  the  torpedo  boats 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Read.  Thinks  they  are  to  be  taken 
overland ;  thinks  it  possible  they  intend  to  go  to  Point  Lookout,  avS  Lieu- 
tenant Bead  was  a  prisoner  there,  and  has  beard  some  of  those  who 
are  going  say  it  was  possible  to  take  a  boat  there  and  blow  up  the 
ironclad.  This  is  only  his  surmise.  Does  not  think  they  intend  to 
come  down  river.  The  boats  do  not  carry  a  howitzer.  They  are  the 
same  as  Hunter  Davidson  tried  on  the  Minnesota  last  spring.  There 
is  a  good  lookout  kept  on  the  vessels;  very  much  afraid  of  torpedoes. 
Pickets  all  along  the  bank,  and  a  great  many  torpedoes  down  and 
are  planting  more  all  the  time.  Should  think  it  impossible  for 
a  boat  to  go  up  without  being  discovered.  Rams  change  otlicers  and 
men  often.  Crew  very  much  dissatisfied;  usage  very  bad.  Crews  will 
not  fight  well  and  not  to  be  depended  on;  mostly  conscripts.  Shots 
from  Fort  Brady  did  not  do  any  harm  to  any  of  the  rams;  only  show 
dents  in  the  armor. 
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Fredericksburg,  ram.  X-incli  smoothbore  aft,  T-inch  rifle  forward. 
6. 4-inoh  rifle  eacn  side.  Draws  13  feet,  100  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bootes. 

Biehmondy  ram.  7-inch  Brooke  rifle  forward,  6. 4-inch  rifle  afb  and  2 
in  broadside;  draws  13^  feet. 

Virginia  has  150  men;  draws  14  feet;  spars  around  the  rams,  with 
booms  about  20  feet  from  the  side,  and  gratings  hanging  from  them 
about  6  feet  below  the  surface.  Well  protected  and  carefully  watched 
of  late. 

Thomas  Longmain,  born  in  England;  22  years  old;  twelve  months 
in  Oonfederate  service  as  a  seaman;  came  to  Wilmington,  [N.  C],  in  a 
blockade  runner;  has  been  all  the  time  on  the  Virginia.  Two  torpedo 
boats  fitting  out  to  go  somewhere  overland;  kept  very  secret;  the  best 
and  most  reliable  men  picked  to  go.  Putting  lighters  filled  with  stones 
below  the  rams;  intend  to  put  them  across  the  river,  so  there  will  not 
be  any  passage;  the  channel  filled  now.  Much  afraid  of  torpedoes 
from  Union  fleet.  Heard  there  were  fifty  torpedo  boats  in  the  river. 
Are  putting  a  great  many  torpedoes  down  of  various  sizes.  Pickets 
all  along  the  river  at  night,  looking  out  for  torpedo  boats. 

Armament  and  draft  of  water  of  rams  same  as  the  previous  man 
examined.  Speaks  of  severe  usage  and  inefficiency  of  crew.  Says 
officers  do  not  depend  on  the  crews.  Nearly  all  the  petty  officers  are 
foreigners.  Grew  mostly  North  Carolina  conscripts.  Officers  nearly 
all  the  time  on  board. 

Virginia  leaky,  and  quarters  very  cold  and  uncomfortable. 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter ^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmoughj  U.  IS.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Kansas,  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  ^,  1864. 
SiE:  Proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  scale  your  boilers^  turning  over 
the  command  of  this  bar  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver,  of  the 
Chippewa.    Keturn  here  after  performing  the  above  duty. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commandin^g  U.  8.  8.  Kansas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter j  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lietitenant'Commander 
Baker  J  U.  8.  Navy^  commandin^g  TJ.  8.  8.  Vicksburgj  to  proceed  to  the 
blockade  of  Western  Bar. 

NoETH  Atlantic  Squadeon, 
Flagship  Malvern^  off  New  Inletj  December  27 j  1864. 
SiB:  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Vicksburg  under  your  com- 
mand to  the  Western  Bar  entrance  to  C/ape  Fear  Eiver  and  help  to 
enforce  the  blockade  of  that  inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  H.  Bakes, 

Commanding  TJ.  S,  S,  VickshuTg. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Faticon,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  off  Netc  Inlet. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Mcufship  Malvern^  off  New  Inlet,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Afontgomery  under  your  command  and  report 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chip- 

gftra,  for  duty  on  the  blockade  of  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Gape  Fear 
iver. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Faucon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Montgomery. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  8. 
Navy,  transferring  him  from  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Malvern  to  com- 
mand of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
FUigship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern^  and  will 
proc/Ced  immediately  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Malvern. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pickering,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
the  unaeaworthy  condition  of  tJie  U.  8,  8,  Fort  Donelson. 

U.  S.  S.  FoHT  Donelson, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  December  25, 1804,  about  sun- 
down, being  in  latitude  33*^  15'  and  longitude  77'^  25',  we  encountered  a 
very  severe  gale  from  S.  E.  to  S.  S.  E.,  which  continued  with  una- 
bated fury  through  the  night.  The  sea  being  very  heavy,  large  quan- 
tities coming  on  board,  and  the  ship  apparently  settling,  I  ordered 
her  spar  deck  to  be  cleared  of  all  weight;  threw  overboard  one  battery 
and  <'ut  away  starboard  anchor,  which  1  think  alone  saved  the  ship,  as 
she  aj)peared  to  be  relieved.  The  ship  is  totally  unseaworthy  during 
the  winter,  when  heavy  weather  may  be  expec^ted,  and  I  fear  will  be 
lost  with  all  hands  daring  some  gale,  as  she  is  very  much  strained 
from  effects  of  the  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Pickering, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

JSecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Hear  Admiral  Porter y  U.  8.  Kavy^  of  the  destruction  of  a  block- 
ade runner  on  Western  Bar,  December  27 ^  1864. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  the  destruction  of  a  blockade-running 
steamer  on  the  Western  Bar  by  the  guns  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  on  the  27th  instant. 
The  vessel  was  a  total  loss;  nnme  of  the  steamer  unknown. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  MonticeUo. 

December  27, 1^64. — Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  reported  on  board  to 
take  command.  At  4:30  p.  m.  stood  inshore  in  company  with  the 
Eolus  to  shell  blockade  runners  ashore.  At  6  p.  m.  hauled  off;  was 
struck  once  below  the  water  line,  port  quarter,  with  shot  from  Whit- 
worth  gun. 

December  ^.— Off  Western  Bar,  N.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U,  S,  8.  Eolus,  Acting  Master  Edward  Keyser,  U.  8, 

Navy,  commanding. 

December  27,  1864. — At  daylight  made  a  schooner  offshore  and  two 
blockade  runners;  one  of  them  ashore  near  the  wreck  of  the  McCair 
and  another  on  the  bar  under  Fort  Gaswell.  Slipped  and  stood  within 
a  mile  of  the  beach  and  turned  back  and  spoke  the  schooner  Alice  B. 
Bandel,  from  Hilton  Head  for  New  York,  and  ordered  her  to  stand 
offshore  and  warned  her  of  danger.  From  8  to  meridian  stood  to  the 
edge  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals  and  made  the  fleet  at  New  Inlet;  fired  a 
gun  to  attract  notice  and  hoisted  signals,  boat  code.  Observed  two 
steamers  leave  the  fleet  and  steer  for  the  end  of  the  shoal.  Steamed 
for  the  buoy.  At  1 :  15  picked  up  and  slipped  chain  and  lay  at  anchor, 
with  40  fathoms.  At  2:25  p.  m.  senior  officer  made  signal;  weighed 
anchor  and  cruif^ed  offshore  in  ol>edience  to  orders.  At  3:30  stood  oat 
to  sea;  several  shots  fired  at  us  from  Smithes  Island  and  the  mainland 
through  the  watch.  At  4  steamed  inshore  and  s|>oke  the  Monticello; 
received  order  to  lie  still.  MonticeUo  made  sip:nal.  Beat  to  quarters 
and  cleared  ship  for  action;  followed  the  MonticeUo  inshore  toward  the 
stranded  steamer  and  at  the  distance  of  14  miles  commenced  firing 
at  her. 

Fired  shells  from  30-pounder  rifle  and  from  howitzers.  Hapid  firing 
from  shore  batteries.  One  shot  (a  Whitworth  bolt)  passed  through  the 
paymaster's  office  and  cut  off  the  rim  and  one  of  the  arms  of  the  star- 
board wheel.  At  6:10  ceased  flriii;:  and  stood  ofl^  At  6:40  started 
for  New  Inlet. 

V  W   R — VOL   11 25 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  L\  8.  Xavy,  t4>  Commander  Rolando^  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  S.  KtryHtone  State. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  J)ecemht%  28^  18(;4. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your  commaud 
to  cruise  off  the  Kasteru  Bar. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Oonimander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8,  Keystone  State. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant WiUian\8,  U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Emma,  to  proceed 
to  blockade  duty  off  New  Inlet. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Emma  under  your  command  to  do 
duty  as  a  blockader  near  the  bar  at  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape 
Fear  River  until  further  orders. 

Reapectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Williams, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  Emma. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Dennison,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Cherokee,  to  proceed 
to  cruising  duty. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28, 186L 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Cherokee  under  your  command  to 
cruise  in  a  S.  S.  W.  direction  from  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River, 
to  a  distance  of  about  120  miles. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 
Actinjj^  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dknnlson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Cherokee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  8,  Naiiy,  to  Acting  Ensign  James 
Broicn,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Moccasin,  to  proceed  to  duty 
as  a  blockader. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  l8(ii. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Moccamn  under  your  command  to  the  Western 
Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty  as 
a  blockader  near  the  bar. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Moccasm. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
TempUj  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Pontoosuc,  to  cruise  off  New 
Inlet. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28^  1804. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pontoosuc  under  your  commaDd  to 
cruise  off  New  Inlet,  at  the  distance  of  about  10  miles  to  the  southeast- 
ward of  the  iulet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  Pontoosue, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Commander  8pottSj  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  PawtuxeU 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pawtuxet  under  your  command  to 
cruise  oilshore  at  and  about  the  distance  of  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 
Commander  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Paictvaet, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Pequot, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pequot  under  your  command  to  cruise 
off*  the  New  Inlet  entrance  at  the  distance  of  about  H  miles. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pequot. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  suppression  of  illegal  traffic. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  28, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Commander  Harrell's  two  reports  of  December 
7,  1864,  of  operations  at  Pitch  Landing  and  in  that  region. 

You  will  arrest  all  persons  against  whom  there  is  any  proof  of  illicit 
trafhc  with  the  rebels.    That  trade  must  be  stopped. 
.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  VV.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  8ound%^  NortH  AtVauUc  ^v\\vat\To\v. 
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( Telegram,  j 

Navy  Department,  December  29,  1864. 
I  waited  for  Porter's  dispatches.   Mr.  Blair  will  explain.   Ue  reached 
Fort  Monroe  at  6  p.  ra.,  liaviDj^:  left  yesterday  at  2  p.  m.    Mr.  Welles 
has  sent  you  a  telegram  in  cipher  which  could  not  be  sent  until  dis 
patches  arrived.    Porter  will  continue  his  tire,  but  it  is  hopeless  alonr. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary, 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Vir<jinia, 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  December  29,  1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 

(Received  2: 16  p.  ni.) 
I  return  to  City  Point  immediately,  having  learned  that  you  have  not 
yet  left  Washington. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

lAcutenant-  General. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy, 


Ord^r  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Breese,  U.  S.  Navy  to  communicate  with  Genera  Sherman  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Floffship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  29, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  A,  D,  Vance  to  Savannah  and 
communicate  with  Major  (leneral  Sherman.     Deliver  to  him  the  accom- 
panying letter  and  inform  him  of  all  the  operations  that  have  trans- 
pired in  this  squadron. 

Give  him  my  views  as  you  know  them,  and  return  here  without  delay 
after  completing  this  duty. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  David  1).  Porter, 

I\  ear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  K.  K.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Eiiclcmurti.J 

Flac^ship  Malvern, 
At  Sea,  off  Coast  of  North  Carolina,  December  29,  1864. 
My  Dear  General:  1  send  Captain  Breese  to  communicate  with 
you  and  tell  you  about  matters  and  things  in  this  quarter.  1  congrat- 
ulate you  on  your  success,  which  I  knew  was  sure  when  you  started. 
1  told  the  world  you  would  be  off  Savannah  on  the  10th,  and  you  were 
not  far  off  on  that  day.  I  feel  certain  that  you  are  in  Savannah  to  day, 
or  will  be  there  in  a  week.  When  you  have  captured  that  ])lace  I 
invite  you  to  add  to  your  brow  the  laurels  thrown  away  by  General 
Butler  after  they  were  laid  at  his  feet  by  the  Navy,  and  which  neither 
he  nor  those  with  him  had  the  courage  to  gather  up.  1  felt  sure  that 
it  would  be  so  when  we  started  on  the  expedition.  We  attacked  Fort 
Fisher,  silenced  it,  blew  it  up,  burned  it  out,  and  knocked  it  to  pieces. 
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Au  odjcer  beloiigiD^  to  the  siimll  skirmishing  party  of  20  men  seut  out 
by  the  force  that  landed  on  the  beach  went  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  brought  away  the  flag  that  we  had  shot  down.  A  sergeant  went 
through  the  sally  port  into  the  fort  and  met  there  a  rebel  orderly  ready 
to  mount  a  horse  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  letter.  He  killed  the 
orderly,  searched  the  body,  found  the  dispatch,  mounted  the  horse,  and 
rode  out  of  the  fort.  Another  soldier  went  in  and  brought  out  a  mule 
thiit  was  stowed  in  a  bombproof;  another  fired  his  musket  at  a  crowd 
of  cowering  wretches  stowed  away  in  the  bombproof.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  General  Butler  decided  not  to  attack  Fort  Fisher,  "as  the  navy 
fire  has  not  injured  it  as  a  defensive  work."  Great  heavens !  what  are 
we  coming  tof'  Well,  I  think  that  Providence  intended  it  to  be  so,  and  it 
rests  with  you  to  add  new  honors  to  your  name,  already  famous,  not- 
withstanding the  newspaper  reporters.  This  is  merely  on  your  way  to 
Eichmond.  Take  this  ])lace  and  you  take  the  crSme  de  la  creme  of  the 
rebellion.  I  leave  to  Captain  Breese  to  tell  you  all  my  views,  and  I 
do  hope,  my  dear  general,  that  you  will  second  me  here,  and  let  our 
people  see  the  folly  of  employing  such  generals  as  Butler  and  Banks. 
1  have  tried  them  both,  and  God  save  me  from  further  connection  with 
such  generals.  With  you  I  feel  sure  of  success,  and  shall  bless  the 
day  when  I  shall  once  more  see  your  esteemed  self  in  our  midst.  A  host 
of  old  friends  are  here  to  welcome  you,  and  show  you  the  most  magnifi- 
cent naval  fight  you  ev^er  laid  your  eyes  on.  I  hope  soon  to  see  you 
here.  I  have  much  to  tell  you  that  will  astonish  you. 
Very  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Misavfsippi. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Weaver,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Chippeua. 

December  29,  18G4. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort  upon  being  relieved  by  Com- 
mander Rolando,  Keystone  8tate. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver, 

Commanding  Chippewa. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  U.  8, 
Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  8,  Keystone  State. 

December  29, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  of  command 
of  the  bar  at  New  Inlet. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commafiding  Keystauv  ItsiaXt, 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  l\  S,  Xary,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 

the  V,  S.  S.  lUfffiania. 

Be Al  FORT,  N.  C,  December  J29,  180 i. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Bujnonia  to  Western  Bsir  and  report 
to  the  senior  officer  for  duty  on  the  blockade.    Stop  at  New  Inlet  and 
deliver  the  dispatches  sent  herewith. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral^  Gainmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commanding  Ofpioeu  IT.  S.  S.  Bignonia. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ^  U,  S,  Xavy,  to  the  commandunt  navy 
yard^  Norfolk^  regarding  hoatn  and  tugHfor  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  S.  C\,  December  XA9,  1864. 

Sir:  Ton  will  please  send  down,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  the  boats 
for  this  squadron.    Send  by  every  opjiortunity;  also  the  tug  Republic 
and  the  other  tugs  when  they  arrive  from  the  north. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral, 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yardy  Norfolk^  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Acting  Ounner  Peters j 
U.  S,  Navy^  commanding  Picket  Boat  No,  C, 

i;.  S.  S.  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  29,  lH(i4. 

Sir:  Proceed  immediately  with  picket  boat  No,  6  under  your  com- 
mand to  this  place  and  report  to  me. 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 
Herman  Peters, 

Acting  Gunner,  Commanding  Picket  Boat  No.  d, 

Care  Senior  Naval  Offi^ier^  New  Heme,  N,  (', 


Report  of  TAcutenant  Commander  Young,  U,  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  con- 
dition  of  the  blockade  of  Western  Bar  and  its  needs, 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  December  29^  1864. 
Sir:  As  it  will  be  necessary  for  this  vessel  to  visit  Beaufort  in  about 
five  days  for  coals  and  supplies,  I  would  rei)ort  that  1  have  sent  the 
jBrtfawnia  to  Beaufort,  |N.  C.  |,  for  provisions,  coal,  ammunition,  and 
anchors,  and  to  repair  her  decks  and  some  of  lier  gun  gear  injured 
whilst  under  fire  on  the  2r>th  instant  oft*  Fort  Fisher.  1  have  also 
ordered  the  Tristram  Shandy  to  Beaufort,  via  New  Inlet,  for  coal,  and 
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as  her  commauding;  officer  reports  her  boilers  as  reciuiriu^r  scaling,  to 
return  as  soon  as  he  can  possibly  finish  the  actual  work  requir^  to 
keep  the  vessel  in  running  order.  As  Acting  Ensign  Benj.  Wood, 
commanding,  reports  that  she  is  leaking  very  badly,  making  some  28 
inches  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  may  be  cidvisable  to  have  her  docked. 
This  will  leave  us  with  the  following  vessels  to  keep  up  the  blockade: 
Maratanzay  with  a  disabled  rudder :  Nyackj  with  disabled  steering  appa- 
ratus, as  reported  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  and  the  Viclcs- 
burg^  so  1  am  compelled  to  reciuest  that  two  light-draft  vessels  that 
can  take  the  bar  station,  and  the  one  fast  chaser  for  service  on  the  line 
between  Lockwood's  Folly  and  the  bar,  be  sent  to  this  station.  The 
Vicksburg  is  the  only  reliable  vessel  that  we  now  have  on  this  bar. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
TAeutenant-Commamlerj  U.  S.  Navy, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ^    U.  S.  Navy,  to   Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  use  of  the  steam  picket  boat 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvernj  Beaufort,  N,  C,  December  ^9,  1864. 
Sir:  Tou  will  not  use  the  steam  picket  boat  for  any  other  purpose 
than  that  for  which  she  is  intended.    I  learn  that  she  has  been  so  used. 
JSIie  must  be  only  employed  for  blowing  up  rebel  rams,  etc.    You  will 
keep  her  at  Plymouth  and  have  her  guarded  with  the  greatest  care. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  U.  8.  S.  Shamrock, 


[TelejmMn.] 

Navy  Department,  December  29, 1864. 

The  substance  of  dispatches  and  reports  from  Rear  Admiral  Porter, 
off*  Wilmington,  is  briefly  this:  The  ships  can  approach  nearer  to  the 
enemy's  works  than  was  anticipated.  Their  fire  can  keep  the  enemy 
away  from  their  guns.  A  landing  can  easily  be  effected  upon  the 
boach  north  of  Fort  Fisher,  not  only  of  troops,  but  all  their  supplies 
jiiid  artillery.  This  force  can  have  its  flanks  protected  by  gunboats. 
The  Navy  can  assist  in  the  siege  of  Fort  Fisher,  precisely  as  it  covered 
the  operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Wagner.  The  winter 
season  is  the  most  favorable  for  operations  against  Fort  Fisher.  The 
largest  naval  force  ever  assemble(l  is  ready  to  lend  its  cooperation. 

Rear-Admiral  l^orter  will  remain  off*  Fort  Fisher,  continuing  a 
moderate  fire  to  prevent  new  works  from  being  erected,  and  the  iron- 
(dads  have  proved  that  they  can  maintain  themselves  in  spite  of  bad 
weather.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  invite  you  to  such  a  military 
cooperation  as  will  insure  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  the  importance  of 
which  has  already  received  your  careful  consideration. 
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This  telegram  is  made  at  the  suggestiou  of  the  President,  and  in 
bo[>es  that  you  \\  ill  be  able  at  this  time  to  give  the  troops  which  here- 
tofore were  required  elsewhere.  If  it  can  not  be  done,  the  fleet  will 
have  to  disperse,  whence  it  can  not  again  be  brought  to  this  coast. 

(tIdbon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Lieutenant-General  IT.  S.  (tRANT, 

City  Point,  Va. 


[Tflejfram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  Uevemher  30,  I^Gi--^  p.  in. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
Your  dispatch,  9:M)  p.  m.,  29th,  received.     I  will  advise  fully  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  about  what  you  propose.     Please  call  on  him  for 
information. 

U.   8.  (jRANT, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 


Lieutenant-  General, 


[Telefnvm.] 


Beaufort,  N.  (/.,  December  .90, 1864, 
Send  every  vessel  loaded  with  coal  now  in  the  sounds  to  Beaufort  at 
once.    Send  a  tug  around  to  notify  them  to  use  the  utmost  dispat(;h  in 
getting  here.    Keep  one  loaded  vessel. 

David  I).  Porter, 

I^  ear- Admiral, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Mellach,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Berne,  N,  C, 


Letter  from   Rear- Admiral  Porter,   U,  S,  Navy^  to  Commodore  Adam^, 
U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  coal, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  30, 1864. 
Commodore:  Beferring  to  my  previous  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  send  no  more  coal  to  the  sounds  until  you  hear 
further  from  me.  There  are  3,0(M)  tons  now  on  shore  at  New  Berne. 
But  I  request  that  you  will  send  coal  here  until  we  can  keep  up  the 
supply  on  hand  to  8,000  tons,  as  I  deem  that  amount  requisite  for  the 
demands  of  the  scpiadron  operating  off  Wilminjrton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Commodore  H.  A.  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy, 

323  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  coal  vessels, 

BEAUFdBT,  N.  C,  December  30,  1S64. 
SiB:  You  will  ])leaRe  direct  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Hampton 
l^oads  to  send  eigiit  coal  vessels  here  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien. 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   U.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  Clitz,   U,  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8.  Osceola,  regarding  guard  duty. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  30,  186 i. 
Sir:  You  will  act  as  guard  ship  while  you  remain  in  this  harbor  and 
will  stop  all  boats  passing,  and  send  those  loaded  with  provisions  and 
market  stuif  to  the  flagship  to  get  a  proper  pass. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieut^i- 
ant  8heldon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  gvurd  duty. 

Beaufort,*  N.  C,  December  SO,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Shokokon  will  hereafter  be  guard  ship  for  this  harbor. 
You  will  stop  all  boats  passing  and  send  those  having  provisions  and 
market  stufll'on  board  to  the  flagship  to  get  a  proper  pass,  without  which 
they  will  not  be  permitted  to  trade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Sheldon, 

Commanding   U.  8.  8.  8hokokon. 


Letter  of  Pilot  Morton,  volunteering  services  for  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

Portsmouth,  Ohio,  December  30, 1864. 

Sir:  I  learn  from  Hon.  Wells  A.  Hutchins,  M.  C,  that  you  will 
probably  experience  much  difficulty  in  ascending  the  Cape  Fear  liiver, 
from  changeableness  of  its  channel. 

My  object  now  is  to  say  to  you,  hoping  to  bo  able  to  render  you  all 
the  aid  possible,  that  the  Missouri  Eiver,  the  Arkansas  River,  and  the 
Lower  Mississippi,  in  a  measure,  are  of  the  same  character  as  the  Cape 
Fear  River.  There  are  pilots  here  who  have  spent  their  whole  life  upon 
this  kind  of  rivers.  I  myself  have,  and  there  are  many  places  which 
we  run  entirely  by  the  looks  of  the  river,  places  where  the  river  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide.    I  will  say  iibtti\\it&  tot  \Q^%^Vi^\s>aX»\-^''jr^ 
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promise  you  tliat  I  cau  send  you  a  list  of  pilots  which  will  be  of 
material  service  to  you  in  those  waters.  The  draft  of  water  is  a  science. 
A  good  i>ilot  looks  ui)on  the  face  of  the  water  as  iiuowingly  as  an  artist 
upon  his  picture. 

I  feel  this  so  sensitively  I  can  but  refer  you  to  my  past  judgment, 
under  your  commaiul,  where  I  never  made  a  mistake.  We  went  to 
Arkansas  Post  and  other  places,  and  I  will  stake  all  upon  this  point, 
being  only  anxious  to  serve  you,  my  much-loved  commander,  and  do 
what  I  can  to  repay  you  for  the  manifold  deeds  of  kindness  shown  me. 
I  wrote  yon  some  time  since  in  relation  to  reentering  the  Mississippi 
Squadron  and  my  prize  money.     I  have  not  heard  from  it. 

Hon.  Alex.  Ramsey,  Senator  from  Minnesota,  is  an  old  friend  of 
mine  and  will  do  anything  he  can  in  the  matter  for  me. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Morton,  Pilot. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Jjetter  from  Lieutenant' General  Grant,  U.  8,  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral 
Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  preparations  for  the  attack  upon  Wil- 
mington, N,  C, 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  30,  1864. 
Please  hold  on  where  you  are  for  a  few  days  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
be  back  again  with  an  increased  force  and  without  the  former  com- 
mander. It  is  desirable  the  enemy  should  be  lulled  into  all  the  security 
possible,  in  hopes  he  will  send  back  here  or  against  Sherman  the  rein- 
forcements sent  to  defend  Wilmington.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  enemy  does  not  intrench  further,  and  if 
he  attempts  it,  to  prevent  it.  I  will  suggest  whether  it  may  not  be 
made  to  appear  that  the  ordinary  blockading  squadron  is  doing  this. 
You,  however,  understand  this  matter  much  better  than  I  do.  I  can 
not  say  what  day  our  troops  will  be  down.  Your  dispatch  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  which  informed  me  that  you  were  still  off  Wilming- 
ton and  still  thought  the  capture  of  that  place  practicable,  was  only 
received  to-day.  I  took  immediate  steps  to  have  transports  CM)llected, 
and  am  assured  they  will  be  ready  with  the  coal  and  water  on  board  by 
noon  of  the  l?d  of  January.  There  will  be  [no]  delay  in  embarking  and 
sending  off  the  troops.  There  is  not  a  soul  here  except  my  chief  of 
staff,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  myself  knows  of  this  intended 
renewal  of  our  effort  against  Wilmington.  In  Washington  but  two 
persons  know  of  it,  and,  I  am  assured,  will  not.  The  comnuinder  of 
the  expedition  will  probably  be  Major-General  Terry,  lie  will  not  know 
of  it  until  he  gets  out  to  sea.  He  will  go  with  sealed  orders.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  for  me  to  let  troops  or  commander  know  even  that 
they  are  going  any  place  until  the  steamers  intended  to  carry  them 
reach  h'ortress  Monroe,  as  1  will  have  all  rations  and  other  stores  loaded 
beforehand.  The  same  troops  that  were  with  the  first  expedition, 
reinforced  by  a  brigade,  will  be  sent  now.  If  they  effect  a  lodgment 
they  can  at  least  fortify  and  maintain  themselves  until  reinforcements 
can  be  sent.  Please  answer  by  bearer  and  designate  when  you  will 
have  the  fleet  congregated. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

TAeutenant'  General. 
Admiral  Porter, 

Cafnmanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  NicholSj  U.  8.  Xavify  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Mendota^ 
regarding  naval  matters  at  Hampton  Boads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  December  30, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  forward  two  dispatches  received  to-day.  Captain  Ber- 
rien has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  one  concerning  the  /St,  Law- 
rence, Tlie  Sa^o  has  been  towed  to  Washington  by  order  of  the 
Department,  and  the  Augusta  to  Baltimore.  Upon  the  arrival  of  your 
bearer  of  dispatches,  Lieutenant  Preston,  there  was  no  vessel  available 
in  the  roads  to  convey  him  to  Washington,  and  I  sent  him  to  Norfolk 
in  a  tug,  with  directions  for  LieutenantCommander  Barnes  to  convey 
him  there  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Bat.  The  Bat  had  gone  to  the  yard  that  day 
to  get  a  new  foremast,  having  lost  hers  in  the  severe  gales  encountered 
on  her  passage  from  Boston.  She  has  not  yet  returned  from  Washing- 
ton. In  obedience  to  your  order  transmitted  through  Commander 
W.  A.  Parker,  I  assumed  the  duties  of  senior  officer  at  this  place  on 
the  17th  instant.  In  accordance  with  the  first  paragraph  of  your 
General  Order  No.  6,  dated  October  13, 1864,  I  reported  to  you,  under 
date  of  October  20,  the  general  condition  of  this  vessel.  I  would  again 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  her.  Lying  in  the  smooth  water  of 
James  River  she  leaked  20  inches  in  twenty-four  hours.  By  the  set- 
tling of  the  deck  amidships  the  woodwork  has  encroached  so  much 
upon  some  of  the  working  parts  of  the  machinery  as  to  necessitate  the 
cutting  away  a  portion  of  it.  The  tubes  in  the  boilers  have  begun  to 
give  out;  twenty  in  one  and  five  in  the  other  boiler  are  now  plugged. 
Those  and  other  matters  reported  by  the  engineer  in  charge  have  been 
referred  to  the  fleet  engineer.  Her  decks  require  thorough  calking, 
some  of  the  seams  being  nearly  three-fourths  of  aninch  wide,  withnothing 
in  them.  I  shall  endeavor  to  remedy  this  matter,  having  succeeded  in 
procuring  the  materials  for  calking  since  my  arrival  here.  Tlie  pin- 
hole in  the  forward  rudder  for  securing  it  at  sea  is  partially  split  out, 
so  that  the  bolts  which  secure  the  socket  in  the  top  of  the  rudder  have 
no  hold  in  the  wood  and  work  out. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  admiral,  in  your  operations  against 
Wilmington, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  yavy,  to  Commander  Parlcer,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  refrain  from  cooperation  with  Major-Oeneral  Butler  in  th^ 
James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  In  all  your  operations  on  James  River,  run  no  risks  at  present 
or  while  I  am  away.  Don't  listen  to  any  ]>roposition  of  General  Butler, 
or  join  with  him  and  expect  support. 

Preserve  all  your  vessels  until  the  right  time  comes.  Keep  most  of 
the  vessels  on  the  river  busy  patrolling.  Your  own  vessel  and  the  tor- 
pedo boats  are  quite  enough  to  protect  Dutch  Gap,  which  will  be  a 
failure  like  everything  Butler  undertakes. 
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I  liavo  no  other  orders  to  give  you,  everything  being  (H)ntaine(l  in  the 
instructions  already  given. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-AdjniraL 
Oommander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


[Telt'gruiu.] 

Navy  Department,  Saturday^  December  31y  1864. 
Sir:  Lientenant-General  Grant  will  send  immediately  a  competent 
force,  properly  commanded,  to  cooperate  in  the  capture  of  the  defenses 
on  Federal  Point.  It  is  expected  that  the  troops  will  leave  Hampton 
Roads  next  Monday  or  Tuesday.  This  is  all  the  information  the 
Department  has  to  give  you,  but  reh'es  upon  your  skill  and  judgment 
to  give  full  effect  to  any  move  that  may  be  arranged.  The  Department 
is  i)erfectly  satisfied  with  your  efforts  thus  far,  and  you  will  convey  to 
all  hands  the  satisfaction  the  Department  feels. 
I  am,  sir, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron,  off  Wilmington. 


Letter  of  Lieutenant- Oommander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear- Admiral 
Dahlgreny  U.  S.  Navy^  concerning  affairs  at  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C 

U.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire, 
Port  Royal  J  S.  6\,  December  31, 1864, 
Admiral:  Expecting  to  have  found  you  at  this  place,  and  not  doing 
so,  I  have  to  express  to  you  my  message  from  Admiral  Porter. 

The  admiral  presents  his  compliments  to  you  and  wishes  me  to  say 
that  so  far  as  the  naval  operations  against  Fort  B'isher  and  adjacent 
works  were  concerned,  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  that  the 
army,  after  having  landed  and  advanced  their  skirmish  line  to  the  very 
parapets  of  the  fort,  some  of  the  line  even  going  inside  and  bringing 
out  a  horse,  mule,  and  the  rebel  flag  which  was  shot  away  and  lying 
on  the  ground,  deemed  the  work  still  "as  capable  of  defense^'  as  ever 
and  therefore  not  to  be  attempted  without  regular  approaches,  which 
was  not  contemplated  in  their  instructions,  they  embarked  ana  sailed 
for  Uampton  Koads. 

My  mission  from  Admiral  Porter  is  to  General  Sherman,  to  request 
that  he  will  afford  the  admiral  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  occupy 
the  forts  when  their  tire  is  reduced  by  the  fleet. 

The  casualties  in  the  fleet  were  few,  not  more  than  8  killed  and 
wounded  by  the  enemy's  fire,  but  some  40  more  from  burstin^^  of  five 
100-pounder  rifles. 

[Very  respectfully, 

K.  li.  Breese, 
Fleet  Captainj  North  Atlantic  Squadron.] 

[Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantiv  Blockading  Squadro7i.\ 
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Letter  from  Major- General  Sherman^  U.  8,  Anny^  to  Rear- Admiral 
Porter^  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  proposed  operations  against  Wilming- 
ton, N.  a 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field,  8avannah,  Oa.,  December  31, 18(!4. 

Dear  Admiral:  Captain  Breesebas  this  moment  arrived  with  ^oar 
letter  of  December  2!),  and  I  assure  you  it  does  my  heart  good  to  feel 
that  I  am  once  more  near  you.    I  hope  soon  we  will  meet  in  person. 

I  have  already  submitted  to  Generals  Halleck  and  Grant  a  plan  for  a 
campaign  which  will  bring  my  whole  army  to  Wilmington,  which  I 
know  1  can  take  as  easily,  if  not  more  so,  than  Savannah. 

1  do  not  think  you  can  take  those  shore  batteries  with  your  gunboats, 
or  do  more  than  drive  the  gunners  to  the  cover  of  their  bombproofs.  I 
have  examined  carefully  many  of  the  forts  about  Savannah,  and  find 
them  so  well  covered  by  traverses  and  bombproof  shelters,  that  you 
might  blaze  away  at  them  for  a  month  from  the  direction  of  the  sea 
channels  without  materially  harming  them.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
from  wliat  you  say,  that  Butler's  men  ought  to  have  taken  Fort  Fisher 
in  about  three  minutes,  for  its  bombproofs  can  not  possibly  shelter  more 
than  200  men,  and  they  would  be,  as  you  say,  crouching  in  a  defenseless 
position  as  against  an  attacking  force. 

But  even  after  you  have  got  Fisher,  then  comes  Caswell,  Fort  John- 
ston, and,  I  suppose,  a  string  of  forts  all  the  way  back  to  Wilmington. 
Now,  I  propose  to  march  my  whole  army  through  South  Carolina,  tear- 
ing up  the  railroads  and  smashing  things  generally,  feign  on  Charleston 
and  rapidly  come  down  upon  Wilmington  from  the  rear,  taking  all 
their  works  in  reverse.  I  submitted  this  plan  to  General  Grant  on  the 
24th,  and  shall  expect  his  answer  very  soon  and  will  be  ready  to  start 
the  n)oment  I  can  replenish  my  wagons  with  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  etc. 
At  present  the  Savannah  River  is  badly  obstructed  by  lieavy  cribs 
filled  with  cobblestones,  which  have  served  to  make  islands  of  mud  and 
sand, leaving  narrow,  difiicult,  and  tortuous  channels  between.  Through 
these  channels  all  our  stores  have  to  be  brought  in  launches  and  light- 
draft  boats,  of  which  we  have  an  inadequate  number,  so  that  thus  far 
we  barely  get  enough  for  daily  consumption. 

But  all  bands  are  hard  at  work,  and  I  hope  by  the  10th  of  January 
to  get  enough  ahead  to  load  our  wagons,  and  be  ready  to  start.  It  will 
take  some  time  for  me  to  reach  Wilmington,  but  I  am  certain  that  mine 
is  the  only  mode  by  which  the  place  can  be  taken  effectually.  My  army 
is  a  good  one,  but  not  large  enough  to  make  detachments  from. 

I  had  to  leave  with  Thomas  enough  men  to  whip  Hood,  and  have 
\vritten  to  Grant  to  send  to  Foster  enough  men  of  the  second  class  to 
hold  Savannah  whilst  1  move  with  my  entire  force.  It  is  very  impor 
tant  that  I  should  have  two  or  more  points  along  the  coast  where  I  c^n 
communicate  with  you,  and  where  1  could  have  some  spare  ammunition 
and  jnovisionsin  reserve,  say  Bull's  Bay,  Georgetown,  and  Masonboro. 

Cjin't  you  arrange  to  get  all  these  points  in  your  jurisdiction! 
Admiral  Dahlgren  is  very  accommodating,  but  you  and  I  understand 
each  other  better.  1  think,  when  you  come  to  consider  my  position,  you 
.  will  agree  with  me  that  my  proposition  is  better  than  to  undertake  U) 
reduce  in  detail  the  forts  about  Wilmington,  and  you  can  so  maneuver 
as  to  hold  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  to  the  seacoast  whilst  I  ravage 
the  interior;  and  when  1  do  make  my  appearance  on  the  coast,  we  will 
make  short  work  of  them  all. 

1  have  shown  to  Captain  Breese  my  letters  to  Grant  and  Halleck 
and  will  explain  to  him  fully  everything  that  will  lutereat  '^u^.^a^L  "i^; 
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Boon  as  I  hear  from  General  Grant  will  send  a  steamer  to  you  advising 
yoa  of  the  time  of  starting.  I  rather  fear,  however,  that  the  President's 
anxiety  to  take  Charleston  may  induce  Grant  to  order  me  to  operate 
against  Chai  leston  rather  than  Wilmington,  though  I  much  prefer  the 
latter,  Charleston  being  a  dead  cock  in  the  pit  altoci^ether. 
I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 
Admiral  1).  D.  Portbr, 

Cammanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


[Telegram.] 


New  Berne,  December  31, 1864. 
Sir:  I  ordered  five  schooners  laden  with  coal  from  New  Berne  to 
Beaufort  and  had  them  towed  below  the  blockade  with  a  fair  wind; 
last  three  of  them  got  aground,  I  think  willfully;  and  owing  to  the 
wind  blowing  from  8.  W.  they  are  high  and  dry.  Therefore  1  respect- 
fully request  to  be  instructed  as  to  what  measures  I  shall  take  to  get 
them  to  Beaufort.  The  wind  still  continues  S.  W.  and  at  present  there 
is  no  chance  of  getting  them  off. 
Very  respectfully, 

K.  Mellach. 
Bear-Admiral  Porter. 


List  of  veMseUt  attached  to  the  North  Athintic  Squadron^  January  i,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

January  i,  1865, 


Name. 


Gnns.  k.^lass. 

I  I 


Commanding  officer. 


PrHAent  duty  or  Mtaliun. 


Agawam 

Alabama 

Anemone 

Ahirt 

Atlanta 

Arlea 

Angnsta 

Adger,  James 

Arietta  (nohooner) 

Albemarle  (hulk) 

Alpha  

Beta,  den  troy  ed  ( form  • 
erly  calloa  Picket 
Boat  No.  2,  ornazt^l3')- 

Berberry 

Britannia 

Banshee 

Bignonia 

Belle 

Brooklj'n 

Ben  Morgan  (liulk) 

Cliarles  Phelps  (coal 
bulk). 

Caiionicus 

Chicopee 

Clematis 

Commodore  Hull 

Ceres 

Colorado 

Cheroke<* 

CalyiiHo 

Cambridge 

Qommodoro  Barney  — 


10 
10 
4 
2 

:1 

7 
10 


4  , 
G 

3  ' 
3 

2  ' 
201 


10   ' 
3 
6 
2  I 

50  1 

6 

6 
10 

7  : 


Comdr.  A.  C.  Hhind Norfolk,  n^pairing. 

Actg.  VoL  Lt.  A.  R.  Langthorno Off  Beaufort . 

Actg.Ens.  W.  C.  Borden I)o. 

Actg.  Ens.  J.  Bishop James  River. 

Act g.  Vol.  Lt,  T.  J.  Wooij ward Hampton  Kiiads. 

Act«.  Vol.  Lt.  K.  S.  Wells Off  Wllmlngt<m. 

Not  re|)orted. 

Do. 

Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C.  West Beaufort,  N.  C. 

, Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Actg.  Ens.  N.  R.  Davia James  River. 


\  Actg.  Ens.  R,  W.  Rowntree Beaafort,  N.  C. 

'  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  8.  H use Off  Wilmington. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  H.  Oarfleld Norfolk,  repairing. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  D.  Roath Off  Wilmington. 

Actg.  Mast.  J.  G.  Green Sounds,  North  Caroiln;!. 

Capt.  James  Alden Off  Beaufort. 

Actg.  Mast  A.  B.  Mulford Norfolk.  Va. 

Actg.  Kns.  W.  Ottiwell Oanoy  Island,  Vu. 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap Off  Beaufort . 

(Jomdr.  A.D.  Harrell I  Do. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  E.  D.  Bruner ,  Norfolk,  repairinj:. 

Actg.  Masu  F.  Josselvn Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

A.'tg.  Mast  H.  H.  Foster Do. 

(;oiiimo.  H.  K.  Thatcher Off  Beaufort. 

Acti:  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Denniaon Off  WilmiuEton. 

Atlj;  .MjiHf    F.  I >  Stuart N«'w  Vork  Navy  Yard. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt..I.  F.  Nickels Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt  G.  B.  Livingston J ames  River. 
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Liai  ofvestels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  January  1, 1805 — Continued. 


Name. 


ClAM. 


Cactaa ^ 

Commodore  Morris  . . . 

Crnsader 

Commodore  Perry 

Cnvler.R.  R 

Cblppewa 

Coha8«et 

Clinton 

Dumbarton 

Delaware 

Dawn 

Daylight 

Dictator 

Dacotah 

DelU 

Epailon 

Emma 

Eolus 

Eutaw 

Fort  Jackson 

Florida 

Fort  DoneUon 

Fakkee 

Grand  Gulf 

GettysbnrK 

Governor  JUackinf^haii  i 

General  Putnam 

Granite  (sloop) 


Glance , 

Gamma 

Howqnah 

Horon 

Hunchback 

H.Brinker 

Heliotrope 

Hoyt 

HeUel 

Harcourt 

Iosco 

Juniata 

I.  N.  Seymour 

Kansas 

Key8t4>ne  State 

Lilian 

Launch4 

Launch  5 

Launch  6 

Lockwoo<l 

Lilac 

Little  Ada 

Mooticello 

Maumee 

Mohican 

Minnesota 

Mackinaw 

MaHsasoit 

Mount  Vcmon 

Moccasin 

Mattabesett 

Montgomery 

M  aratanza 

Morse 

Miami 

Mendota 

Mount  Washington. 

Mystic 

Monadnock 

Mfthopac 

Martin 

Mercedita 

Malvern 

Nyack 

>C  annemond 

Niphon  

Nftw  Ironsidos 

New  lierne 

Osceola 

Onuiidaga 

Phlox 

Powhatan 

Pequot 


3 


PfMumuiding  offioer. 


A«tg.  Mave.  and  Flltvt  Jno.  EvauN. 

Actg-UantRO.!:^ , 

Actg-  Vol.  Lt.  l'*iter  Hays, 

Aflg.  VoL  Lt.  A.  P.  FMter 

Comdr,  tV  1£.  B.  CiWwell. 

LI.  Comdr.  A*  W.  WeaTer , .   

Actij,  En*,  and  Pilot  G.  B.  ll  riffin . . 

O.W.  Hodden,.. 

Aetg.  Yol  LU  H.  Bniwn 

Aotg.  Mast.  J.  a,  Eldrldge  .  - 

Aetg.  Ma«t  J.  A.  Jackawity 

Autg.Mftst.H.  A.Pbdftn  ; 

CotuRiu.  Jiio.  BodgiiriSi , 


•i 
fl 
8 

4(t 
10 
]Q 

5 

3 
la  I 

0 

fi 

B 
10 
1 
T 
i 
2 


34 


Actg.  Maae^  Matti  W.  T,  Gragg. 

Aijtg.  Kna.  E,  M*  Boggs 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  M.  Williams. . . 
Actg.  Mflrtt  E.  8.  Key ser  ..^.... 

ht.  Couiflr.  li,  V.  Blake  .^. 

Capt,  B.  F.  Sands  .......  - 


Actg.  YoL  LIp.  T.  Pickering. 
Actg.  MaAt.  F,  XL  Webb.  .7. . 


Lt  R.  H.  Lamson .. 

Actg.  Vol.  ht.J.  Mat  IMaraild . 

Actg,  Mj»«t,  H.  n,  SflTage 

.\clg.  Mast.  Ep  Boauitir 


Actg.  Ens.  H.  Wbeeler 

Aorg.  Kta.  H,  F.  Curtis. 

Aotg.  VoL LL  J,  W, Balck ..... 
Lt,  Comik.  T.  O.  Selfridgn  - . . . 

LLJoi,Fyfr0.... 

Actg.  Ed4.  J.  H,  ]vt?rvDi 

Aatg.  Knn.  ami  Pildt  Konimn  . 
Aotg.  Kns.  li.  B.  Twambly  . . . . 
AQt£.U]ifSt>  itiompaon... 


QoDidr^  Joa,  G  tt««t .......... 

Capt.  W.  R-  Tay  loF 

Aotjf.  Enft.  F.  ll  Allien  ...... 

Lt.  UoTndr.  P.  G.  Wattiiongh  . 

Conidr.  U,  Rolimdo, ...... 

Ar%.  Vol.  Ll.  T.  A.  Harris  - . 


Actg.  Eui,  J.  Q.  A.  Davidi&n  . 


Aetg.  Maat.  S.  P.  CraTta . . , 
Lt  W.B^Cuiihlair  ........ 

hU  Connlr.  R  Chsindler  , , , 

Comd  r,  D-  A  ninipn 

f^Oiuiiia.  J.  l^atiiUAO 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Beaumont. . . . 

Comdr.  R.T.  Iteoiibaw , . » . 
Actg.  VoL  Lt  J.  Tralheu, , 
Aetg.  En  1.  J.  Bro  w  a  ...... 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Febiger ...... 

Actf.  Voi  Lt  T.  G.  IJann  . 
Lt.  Cumdr.  G-  W.  Yonug  . , 


Actg.  VoL  Lt  G.  W.  ( f tavi'it 

Cumdr.  E.  T.  Nkfiola , 

Actg,  Mastitml  Pi  lot  M.  H  Haynie. 

A*:fg.  UmI.  W.  W  right 

iomdr,  E,  G.  Parrotl,..,, 

Lt.  Comdr.  K.  B.  Potter 


Lt.  Gi»iiudr.  M.  Haxtun  .... 
LtB.U.Porter... ........ 

Lt  Couidr.  L.  H.  Newman . 
Actg.  MaAt  J.  H.  Porter  .. 
Actg.  Mast,  K>  Keiiibk. . . . 
Comma. %V. Badjord  ...... 


ClIBHiT.*I.M.B.Clitl.. 

CtJiodj".  W.  A.PtrltBr, 


Coninif},  J.  ¥.  ^beuck. ., 
Lt  Drtrtdr.  D.  L,  Hralae  . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 
James  River. 
York  River. 
Jamee  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yanl. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River,  Ya. 

Do. 
James  River,  Va. 
Hampton  Ro«ds. 
Not  reported. 
James  River,  Va. 

Do. 
Off  WUraington. 
Beauforts  N.  C. 
James  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Not  reported. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Not  reported. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Guard  ship,  Hatter  as 

Inlet 
James  River. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  N  C. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Do. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Off  Beaufort. 
Hunpton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  N.C. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
Repairing  at  Baltimore. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
York  River. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  I'ard. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing  at  Boston. 
Off  Beaufort  N.  C. 
Supply  steamer. 
Otr  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Off  Beaufort^,  N.  C. 

Dq. 
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List  ofrenseU  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ^  January  i,  280o — Coutiniioil. 


Xame. 


PKwtuxet. . . , . 

lyiH^y^ - 

1*011  iDQVUC 

KhiidQ  laland  - 
It*'lf*«nft ....... 


GllBB. 


Biico.  .,„..,- 

Sbrsjiniltifib  ..,,.««. 

BniKiiieliaiitia ... 

M&Diiaj'o  de  Cuba ..>..* 

Sangim  ............... 

Sbsmzvck 

BaAVoti  ,.,., ...... 

Bfinytfii   Dayvfl  iiot- 

SUukolton. ..'       B 

...       12 


Hi.  Lawrence. 


ThUaimkimiii ..,...., 

Tuaoiutjm.... ......,, 

Tditrntu  Sliu»dy 

Tac^DY  — 

^ieoiiil»ni«m  ^ ..,, , 

TTD«dll1«r;, 

ITnit.. ........ ,„ 

Vajitf^rbJIt  .„ 

YSetorlii  ...,^.. ._. 

Tickiburij. , .......... 

ViUiy  City.. ......... 

Tunes,  A.!).,... 

WftlMUb  ....,.,.. 

WMiorn  World.. 

WltUAmBadgerdiiilk) 
WIldemeM.:.. 

WvHUlKtDJt  -.,..-. 

WllJMl1Ml!l , 

Wywidott*.........,. 

Tnunff  Aiuerlt  A 

Yantio..,,....., 

7Mm ., 


iiuiitUi^t;  ulUt  4^r. 


PreHent  <lutv  or  statiou. 


OomdrJ.H.^potU .,. 

LLCoiurlr.W.C4.T*»^ple  ., 
r!oiDdr.  W.  ¥.  S|»iccir  *...... 

tkjoadf.  H.  0.  T«iipJi»nl . , . . 

AiJtg.  M  a^i.  J .  Bskar. . , 

iJiLDiiDr  E.  A,  McDonald  ... 


LtOnndr.J.^J.  WalktT. 
Comma.  S,  W .  ( riMloo 


CaptUJiLaUiiou  . 

Aiitg  aiiiht  W.  G,  Kulilnj;.- 

Cotuclf,  K.  \i  <  'albuuii ....... 

Conidr.  W*  U.  Mucomli'  ^  . . . . 

Aelg.  Boft.  H.  M.  riatmii . . .. 

Flnt  AiiMt,  Eng.  (J.  L.]  [jiv . 


.*.-    Off  Wilmington. 
....   Jatnefl  Biver. 
,-..    Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 
....    IJeaufort, N. C. 

Do. 
....    Soundt,  North  Carolina. 
.,-.    Beaufort. N. C. 
. , . .    Xot  reported. 
—    Hampton  Roada. 
Beanfort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
.,..    York  River.  Va. 
...     Beaufort.  N. C. 
...  I  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
....    Hampton  Koada. 
James  River. 

Arlg.  VnL  LL  W.  H.  Sbdilon Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Lt. Comdr.. J,  L.Dnvia.. *........ .......         Do. 

Comdr.  D,  Lynt^b - Naval    Magaxine,    Nor- 
folk. 

hL  CrftndF.  Delra^'ifti  .„,,,.„.,,.. BoHton. 

Conidr.  J.M.Fntnrv........... Olf  Wilmington. 

Actg.  VoL  Lt  K.  K  De ven Do. 

Lt.  Conidr.  W.  T.  Truitnn , .  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Capt,  a  Ht4wdmiiii .................  —  Do. 

L  t.  Coil  id  r.  ¥.  ^t .  RaiiiAiy Do. 

A  rig.  Koft.  H  r,  Hathaway Jamea  River. 

Cap t  C.  W.  Hlr korliig. Itoau fort.  N.  C. 

Aulg  En».  W.  Moody  ,.,,.. , . . . .  Norfolk,  Va. 

LL Corodr. {F. H.UUker , Off  Wilmington. 

Ac^tf .  Miutt.  J.  A.  tT.  Itmoks Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Lt.  Cumdr.  J.  H.  Upabur . — ... ...  Savannah.  Ga. 

Capt^M. Smith... .-,..-.  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

K  Herriok ,. -. James  River. 

Beaufort,  N. C. 

Aetf . Maal,  H.  Anw ... ..........  Off  Wilmington. 

Lt  ^md  r  B.  Bngliab Sounds,  North  Carolimi. 

.......7 ..  Do. 

At'tge  Maai.  T,  W.  Bhm*r Norfolk,  Vs. 

Aetg.  Ena-CJ.Laibcr. .......... ...  James  River. 

Lt.  Conidr.  T.  C.  Harris Off  Wilmington. 

............. ...., Norlolk.  Va. 

Actg. Kna. F.  SV. Minister .liunos  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker^  l\  iS*.  Navy^  retjardlnff  the  bhwing  up  of 
the  Dutch  Gap  Canal^  Jamett  River. 

U.  S.  MoNiTou  Onondaga, 
Aiken' n  Landimj^  James  River ^  Virginia,  January  7,  1865, 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  ends  of  the  canal  at  Dutch 
Gap  were  blown  up  with  12,000  pounds  of  gunpowder  this  afternoon  at 
about  4  o'clock. 

We  heard  no  report  of  the  explosion,  and  there  was  no  perceptible 
corainotion  of  the  water  at  our  anchorage.  The  earth  was  thrown  up 
into  the  air  about  40  or  50  feet  and  immediately  after  fell  back  into  it?* 
original  place.  This  earth  will  have  to  be  removed  to  render  the  canal 
passable  for  vessels. 

1  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Kear-Adniiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Coimnanding  North  Atluntic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter^  U>  8.  Navy^  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hamp- 
ton RoadSj  regarding  naval  vessels  there, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  i,  1865. 
Sib  :  You  will  direct  all  naval  vessels  at  Hampton  Hoads  to  rendez- 
vous here  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads, 


Special  order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ^  U.  8.  N'avy,  regarding  chart  plans 
of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Special  Orders,  >  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  7.  )  Flagship  Malvern^  January  i,  1865. 

The  commanders  of  all  vessels  will  have  their  chart  plans  of  last 
attack  sent  in  without  delay  to  be  corrected  ready  for  the  next  attack, 
and  mark  the  name  of  their  ship  in  plain  letters  on  the  plan. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  No.  77^  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  No/vy,  regarding 
preparation  of  vessels  for  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flugship  Malvern,  January  1,  1865. 
The  vessels  will  get  ready  for  the  attack  without  delay.    Troops  will 
be  here  on  the  4th.    Take  every  shell  that  can  be  carried. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral.  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   U.  8,  Nan/,  to  Lieutenant- General 

Grant,  U,  8,  Army^  regarding  the  renewal  of  operations  against  Fort 

Fisher. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  1, 1865. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  December  30.  I  shall 
be  all  ready,  and  thank  God  we  are  not  to  leave  here  with  so  easy  a 
victory  at  hand. 

Thank  you  for  so  promptly  trying  to  rectify  the  blunder  so  lately 
committed.  1  knew  you  would  do  it.  I  sent  to  General  Sherman  for 
troops,  knowing  he  must  be  in  Savannah. 

I  would  like  the  troops  to  rendezvous  here.  They  should  have  pro 
visions  to  last  them  on  shore  in  case  we  are  driven  off  by  gales,  but  I 
can  cover  any  number  of  troops  if  it  blows  ever  so  hard.  I  have  held 
on  here  through  all  and  the  heaviest  gales  ever  seen  here.  They  seem 
to  blow  that  1  might  show  the  commanders  that  we  could  ride  it  out  at 
anchor. 

N  w  R — VOL  II 26 
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The  rebels  have  uo  iiitreiichmentrt,  uor  will  any  they  make  avail  them. 
We  destroyed  all  their  abattis,  and  made  a  beautiful  bridge  for  the 
troops  to  cross  on. 

They  think  they  have  whipped  us.  I  made  tlie  ships  go  oft*  as  if  they 
were  crippled,  some  in  tow. 

We  lost  1  man  killed.    You  may  jud^e  what  a  simple  business  it  was. 
I  will  work  night  and  day  to  be  ready. 
We  will  have  Wilmington  in  a  week,  weather  permitting. 
Please  impress  the  commander  with  the  importance  of  consulting 
with  me  freely  as  regards  weather  and  landing. 

1  c»m,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  ISquadron. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  AmeSy  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to  Eliza- 
beth  Cityj  N.  0.,  and  seizure  of  the  sloop  Twilight  andschooner  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  LooKWOOD,  January  i,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  orders 
of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  the  Pasquotank  iiiver.  On  our 
arrival  in  the  mouth  of  said  river  we  saw  the  schooner  Georgia,  of  Balti- 
more, lying  some  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  1  boarded, 
and  upon  examining  his  papers  and  finding  them  correct,  the  captain 
stating  that  he  was  bound  to  Edenton,  trading,  I  ordered  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Plymouth  before  going  to  Edenton,  and  report  in  person  to  you, 
and  then  proceeded  on  our  way  up  to  Elizabeth  City.  On  our  arrival 
in  Elizabeth  City,  and  leaving  orders  according  to  your  instructions,  I 
received  information  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  (H)ntraband  trade 
carried  on  at  that  plac^,  and  that  there  were  then  some  4<S  bales  of 
cotton  stored  there,  which  cotton,  according  to  your  instruc^tions,  I  took 
on  board  and  brought  to  Plymouth.  There  was  also  lying  there  the 
sloop  Twilighty  the  ca))tain  of  whicli  had  Just  discharge<l  the  cargo  from 
said  sloox).  Not  deeming  his  papers  correct,  and  the  (•ai)tain  of  said 
sloop  not  being  able  to  give  any  account  of  himself,  1  also  thought  it 
best  to  bring  the  Twilight  to  you.  On  our  passage  up  tlie  sound  we 
again  fell  in  with  the  schooner  Georgia  and  took  her  in  tow,  thinking  it 
advisable  to  bring  her  to  you. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

M.    1).    A  MRS, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Lock  wood. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  Wnr  regarding 
operations  against  Fort  Caswell, 

Navy  Department,  January  l\  man. 
Sir:  The  admiral  in  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  is  confident  that  he  can  land  a  military  force  on  the  open 
beach  to  the  irestward  of  Fort  Caswell,  whence  the  reduction  of  that 
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iin]K>rtant  work  is  easily  accomplished  by  the  enpueers.  The  result  of 
siicrh  an  operation  is  to  enable  the  naval  vessels  to  lay  inside,  as  is  the 
ciise  at  Charleston,  thas  closing  the  port  effectually.  As  this  is  the 
only  port  by  which  any  supplies  whatever  reach  the  rebels,  and  as  the 
armies  are  mostly  going  into  winter  quarters,  it  seems  a  fit  opixirtunity 
to  undertake  such  an  operation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


L  Telegram. 

Navy  Department,  January  J2y  1865. 
Have  telegraphed  to  all  the  navy  yards  for  boats.  I  am  afraid  we 
can  not  have  many  on  hand.  There  are  only  two  at  this  yard,  which 
will  leave  immediately.  Perhaps  the  quartermaster  at  New  York  bet- 
ter be  directed  to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  all  he  can  find. 
Such  sized  boats  are  scarce.  Please  write  fully  to  Porter  as  early  as 
possible.  I  notified  him  yesterday  of  the  fact  only,  knowing  nothing 
more.  He  must  coal  and  fill  up  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  is  the 
reason  I  ask  you  to  write  him.  I  wrote  him  that  your  force  would  leave 
to  day,  but  if  it  is  not  so,  he  should  know  it. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
AB9utant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  8.  Gbant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Pointy  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  ^,  1665 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 
It  was  to-day  I  said  vessels  were  to  be  assembled  at  Fort  Monroe. 
The  whole  number  required  are  not  there  yet.  Admiral  Porter  should 
<K)al  and  fill  up  at  once  and  be  ready.  The  troops  will  probably  be  oft' 
Fort  Fisher  by  Friday  next  1  think  the  fleet  can  furnish  boats  enough 
if  they  can  not  be  got  conveniently  elsewhere. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Depabtment, 
Washingtonj  January  5, 1865. 
The  Government  has  determined  that  if  any  more  movements  rela- 
tive to  operations  in  the  future  are  published,  summary  proceedings  in 
vindication  of  right  and  justice  shall  instantly  issue. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  oftlw  Nary. 
Alexander  Fulton,  Esq., 

Publisher  Baltimore  American^  Baltimore,  M^d. 
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Instructions  from  Lieutenant  General  Orant^  U,  8.  Artny^  to  Major- 
General  Terry ^  U,  8,  Army^  regarding  the  renewal  of  combined  oper- 
ations against  Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  .?,  1865. 

General:  The  ex))e(litiou  intrusted  to  your  command  has  been 
fitted  out  to  renew  the  attempt  to  capture  Fort  Fislier,  N.  (J.,  and  Wil- 
mington ultimately,  if  the  fort  falls.  You  will  then  ))roceed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  to  tlie  naval  fleet  lying  ()ft*Cai)e  Fear  Hiver  and 
rei)ort  the  arrival  of  yourself  and  command  to  Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 
commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8<iuadron. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  most  complete  understanding 
should  exist  between  yourself  and  the  naval  commander.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  that  you  consult  with  Admiral  Porter  freely,  and  get  from 
him  the  part  to  be  performed  by  each  branch  of  the  public  service,  so 
that  there  may  be  unity  of  action.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  whole 
programme  laid  in  writing.  I  have  served  with  Admiral  Porter,  and 
know  that  you  can  rely  on  his  judgment  and  his  nerve  to  undertake 
what  he  proposes.  I  would,  therefore,  defer  to  him  as  much  as  is  con- 
sistent with  your  own  responsibilities.  The  first  object  to  be  attained 
is  to  get  a  firm  i)osition  on  the  spit  of  land  on  which  Fort  Fisher  is 
built,  from  which  you  can  operate  against  that  fort.  You  want  to  look 
to  the  practicability  of  receiving  your  supplies,  and  to  defending  your- 
self against  sni>erior  forces  sent  against  yon  by  any  of  the  avenues  loft 
open  to  the  enemy.  If  such  a  position  can  be  obtained,  the  siege  of 
Fort  Fisher  will  not  be  abandoned  until  its  reduction  is  accomplished 
or  another  plan  of  campaign  is  ordered  from  these  headi^uarters. 

My  own  views  are  that,  if  you  effect  a  landing,  the  navy  ought  to  run 
a  portion  of  their  fieet  into  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  while  the  balance  of  it 
operates  on  the  outside.  Land  forces  can  not  invest  Fort  Fisher  or  cut 
it  off  from  supplies  or  reinforcements  while  the  river  is  in  ix)ssession  of 
the  enemy. 

A  siege  train  will  be  loaded  on  vessels  and  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  in 
readiness  to  be  sent  to  you  if  required.  All  other  supplies  can  be  drawn 
from  Beaufort  as  you  need  them.  Keep  the  lieet  of  vessels  with  you 
until  your  ])ositiou  is  assured.  When  you  find  they  can  be  spared, 
order  them  back  or  such  of  them  as  you  can  spare,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to 
rei>ort  for  orders.  In  case  of  failure  to  effexit  a  landing,  bring  your 
command  back  to  Beaufort  and  report  to  these  head(|uarters  for  further 
instructions.     You  will  not  debark  at  Beaufort  until  so  directed. 

General  Sheridan  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  division  of  troops  to 
Baltimore  and  place  them  on  seagoing  vessels.  These  troops  will  be 
brought  to  Fort  Monroe  and  kept  thereon  tlie  vessels  until  you  are 
heard  from.     Should  you  reiiuire  them,  they  will  be  sent  you. 

U.  S.  (tRant, 

Lieutenant-  General, 

Brevet  Major-C  reneral  A.  H.  Terhv. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- General  Grants  U.  S.  Amiy^  to  Rear' Admiral 
Porter^  l\  8,  Navyj  regarding  proposed  cooperative  measures  of  the 
army  force  under  Major- General  Terry. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  3,  186:'). 
I  send  Major-General  A.  11.  Terry  with  the  same  troops  (jleneral 
Batler  had;  with  one  picked  brigade  added,  to  renew  the  attempt  on 
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Fort  Fisher.  In  addition  to  this  I  have  ordered  General  Sheridan  to 
send  a  division  of  infantry  to  Baltimore  to  be  pnt  on  seagoing  trans- 
ports, so  that  they  can  go  also  if  their  services  are  found  necessary. 
This  will  augment  General  Terry's  force  from  4,000  to  5,000  men.  These 
troops  will  b«*  at  Fort  Monroe,  if  the  transportation  can  be  obtained 
(there  is  but  little  doubt  it  can),  ready  to  sail  at  an  hour's  notice.  Gen- 
eral Terry  will  show  you  the  instructions  he  is  acting  under.  My  views 
are  that  Fort  Fisher  can  be  taken  from  the  water  front  only  in  two  ways; 
one  is  to  surprise  tlie  enemy  when  they  have  an  insuflficient  force;  then 
the  other  is  for  the  navy  to  run  into  Cai)e  Fear  River  witli  vessels 
enough  to  contend  against  anything  the  enemy  may  have  there.  If  the 
landing  can  be  effected  before  this  is  done,  well  and  good ;  but  if  the 
enemy  are  in  very  strong  force,  a  landing  may  not  be  practicable  until 
we  have  possession  of  the  river. 

General  Terry  will  consult  with  you  fully,  and  will  be  governed  by 
your  suggestions  as  far  as  his  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  his  com- 
mand will  admit  of. 

Hoping  you  all  sorts  of  good  weather  and  success,  I  remain,  etc. 

U.  S,  Grant, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  L 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter^   U,  8>  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- General 
Grant,  U,  8,  Army^  proposing  measures  of  cooperation. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malveruj  Beaufort,  N.  C\,  January  3,  1865. 
Dear  General:  I  hold  it  to  be  a  good  rule  never  to  send  a  boy  on 
a  man's  errand,  and  we  must  now  calculate  that  the  rebels,  having 
ascertained  their  weakness,  will  take  measures  to  strengthen  themselves. 
The  great  thing  was  to  effect  a  landing,  which  being  done  everything 
else  was  easy.  The  troops  could  have  fortified  themselves  where  they 
landed  against  100,000  men,  covered  as  they  were  by  over  eighty  heavy 
guns  on  the  gunboats,  strung  all  along  the  beach.  There  is  no  use 
fretting  over  the  past;  we  must  endeavor  to  avoid  mistakes  in  the 
future;  and  if  any  expedition  fails  now  to  take  the  works,  which  were 
comparatively  weak  ten  days  ago,  the  sagacity  of  the  leaders  of  the 
late  expedition  will  be  applauded.  The  failure  to  assault  the  works  so 
battered  and  the  people  so  demoralized  by  the  dreadful  bombardment, 
will  set  the  rebels  to  work  making  themselves  much  stronger;  and  this 
is  what  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to.  We  can  not  stop  their  work 
without  bringing  the  whole  squadron  into  play  and  firing  away  all  our 
ammunition  before  the  time  comes  for  work.  It  is  no  Joke  getting  in 
coal  and  ammunition,  lying  outside.  The  ships  can  only  carry  ten 
hours'  firing.  Xow  I  propose  (if  it  is  possible)  that  you  send  every  man 
you  can  spare  here,  with  intrenching  tools  and  fifteen  30  pounders;  tlie 
last  party  had  not  even  a  spade.  An  army  can  intrench  themselves  at 
Masonboro,  and  stay  as  long  as  they  like,  if  a  typhoon  blows  the  ships 
to  sea.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sherman.  He  wants  me  to  time 
my  operations  by  his,  which  I  think  a  good  plan.  We  will  make  a  sure 
thing  of  it;  but  the  troops  and  the  Navy  must  be  ready  to  strike  at  a 
moment's  notice,  and  when  the  enemy  least  expects  us.  We  will  have 
the  report  spread  that  the  troops  are  to  cooperate  with  Sherman  ul  tha 
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attack  on  (Jliarlestoii.  I  liopo  Shennaii  will  be  allowed  to  cany  ont  liis 
plans;  lie  will  have  Wilmington  in  less  than  a  month,  and  Charleston 
will  fall  like  a  ripe  pear.  1  expect  yon  understand  all  this  better  tban 
1  do.  I  have  made  arrangements  to  keep  c<mimanication  open  with 
Sherman  from  the  time  he  starts.  (3aptain  Breese  will  give  you.  all  the 
latest  news. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly  and  sincerely, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armien  of  the  United  tStateHj  City  Point. 


[Telef^rani.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington^  January  3, 1865. 
Turn  over  all  the  launches  and  large  boats  you  have  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  and  notify  him  by  telegraph. 
By  order  of  Secretary : 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

(yommandant  Naval  Station^  Norfolk j  Va. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter  ^  U.  IS.  Ifavy^  regarding  plans  for  a  second 
attack  upon  Fort  Fisher, 

Confidential.]  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  lieatffort,  N.  C,  January  5, 1865. 

Sir:  I  send  the  A,I),  Vance  to  Norfolk  to  exi)edite  certain  articles 
we  are  in  need  ot,  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  send  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Breese  to  communicate  with  the  Department  to 
inform  it  of  my  plans  and  arrangements. 

I  also  send  a  letter  received  from  General  Sherman,  submitting  his 
views  to  the  Department. 

I  shall  go  to  work  ))rudently  and  safely  and  have  no  doubt  of  the 
result  if  the  Army  will  do  its  share  of  the  work. 

Greater  obstacles  will  have  to  he  overcome,  but  as  I  intend  to  make 
my  attack  different  from  the  last,  the  enemy  will  gain  no  insight  into 
my  intentions.  lie  will  have  his  hands  full  to  repair  his  works  for  a 
month  to  come,  and  can  not  replace  his  ^nns  that  have  been  dismounted 
and  injured,  which  I  think  amount  to  about  sixteen.  I  am  glad  to  per- 
ceive that  the  Department  is  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done.  The 
Navy  never  did  its  work  more  eftectually  and  it  is  nothing  to  what  we 
can  do,  as  we  only  fired  one  division  of  guns,  and  the  ordinary  matters 
of  the  ships  were  not  interrupted  by  the  engagements 

General  Sherman's  letter  was  written  under  the  supposition  that  Gen- 
eral Butler's  forces  had  attacked  Fort  Fisher,  and  been  repulsed— his 
views  changed  njaterially  on  hearing  the  trne  state  of  the  case. 

We  will  have  a  little  more  dilliculty  in  landing,  but  there  are  more 
places  than  one  on  that  coast  where  we  can  effect  it.  The  refitting  and 
replenishing  of  the  squadron  after  so  long  and  severe  an  engagement  is 
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a  hIow  basiness,  e8))ecially  as  the  large  ships  bave  to  be  oiY  tlie  coast, 
where  the  wind  blown  from  seaward  almost  incessantly  and  with  much 
violence.  Two  days  since,  in  a  S.  W.  gale,  the  sea  made  a  clear  breach 
over  them,  almost  putting  out  the  fires  of  the  Susquehanna. 

It  is  good  practice  for  them,  and  will  show  them  what  can  be  done 
when  one  is  determined  to  do  it. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraK 
Hem.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hingtonj  /).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  77.  *S^.  Navy^ 
regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Bansfiee. 

Navy  Department,  January  5, 1S65. 
Sir:  The  Bansh£e\\2^  been  detached  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron and  ordered  to  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Commander  Macombj  U.  S..  Navy^  regarding  the  seizure  of  the 

schooner  Georgia, 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Plymouth j  N.  C,  January  3,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  seized  the  schooner  Georgia,  bound  to  Chowan 
River,  North  Carolina,  she  having  contraband  of  war  on  board,  although 
she  has  passes  signed  by  General  Shepley  and  others. 

I  would  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  what  course  to  pursue  in 
such  cases,  and  what  is  considered  contraband  of  war. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.j  Commanding  District  Sounds^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
N.  B. — The  original  of  this  was  sent  to  Norfolk  by  the  trader,  who 
went  north  to  state  his  case. 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  King,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wando,  to  convey  dispatch  for  Major- Gen- 
eral Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  3,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  at  once  with  Wando  under  your  command  to  report  to 
Rear- Admiral    Dahlgren,   commanding    South    Atlantic    Blockading 
Squadron. 
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Iljive  the  nliart  juid  disp:iti'1i  whicli  nn*  given  yon  with    this  for- 
warded Ui  Major- General  Sherman  without  dehiy. 
Very  respeetfuUy,  etc., 

David  I).  Porter, 

Hear-Admirah 
Commanding  OFFiOEa  IT,  S.  S.  Wando. 

P.  S.— Ron  down  the  coast  by  the  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fe^ir  Kiver), 
and  if  you  see  the  I".  8.  S.  //.  H.  Cut/ler  or  (/fKikcr  €'////,  direct  her 
coiuuiunder  to  briug  hia  vessel  ben^  and  rejwrt  to  lue  without  dehiy. 

David  D.  Porter, 

MearAdmuah 


Lt'tUr  from   Ii ear- Admiral  Porter-,  (L  8*  y^ivp^  to  }fajt7r- General  Sher- 
man,  U,  *S.  Army,  regardmq  his  inttmdf'd  movement  upon  WUmingUm^ 

BeAcfoRT,  K.  C,  Junuary  3,  18(^5. 

My  Dear  General:  Captain  Breese  arrived  fbis  uioruiug  and  I 
was  ghid  to  hear  of  your  intended  mnveuieiiL  I  know  that  a  uiove  on 
Wibuiiio^ttU!  is  tlie  only  way  to  i^o  to  work,  Tliat  kills  Cltarleston 
without  atiipping  on  the  way.  In  fact  it  kills  the  rebel  Hon.  It  ieaves 
large  armies  and  navies  to  operate  elsewhere. 

God  speed  you.  I  will  look  (Kit  for  yon  and  ruinrrmnieate  with  you 
by  eve  r y  o  ] » po  r t  unity, 

I  send  yon  a  letter  from  (General  (irant.  You  wiU  aee  what  be  pro- 
])oses»  Hut  what  coiilil  have  been  taken  a  week  ago  with  ;i,0(>0  men 
ean  not  now  be  taken  with  less  than  i:i,<MIO. 

I  will  aninse  the  rebels  in  front  while  you  are  pushing  ahead;  and 
unless  I  h^i'  that  thry  are  overeonfidt*nt  and  do  nothing  more  than 
repair  their  work>,  will  wait  a  good  opportunity,  so  that  when  you  strike 
at  Wilmington  1  will  pitch  into  the  torts,  They  may  mcmnt  a  hundred 
guns  more  there,  but  1  ean  shut  them  up.  The  tJeet  has  never  yet 
tireil  mon^  than  *)ne  division  of  guns  at  one  time,  the  others  resting  and 
looking  (m. 

Butler  has  made  a  ]ioor  business  of  it.  ^*liut  it  is  all  right/'  Had 
we  san:eeded  it  would  have  made  him  onrnext  President,  the  gre^itest 
ealamiiy  that  ronld  have  happened  to  the  t'onntry. 

I  hope  you  will  yet  have  all  the  credit  of  this  adventure. 

IJu tier's  friends  and  partisans  are  trying  t^>  make  capital  out  of  the 
late  failure,  and  some  of  Bu tier's  papers  are  critirisiog  my  share  in  the 
matter.  You  know  exactly  how  much  I  care  about  attacks  of  tliat  kind ; 
and  we  did  our  sbaie  so  eflectually  that  even  the  Tribune  has  a  hard 
time  in  helping  Hutler. 

I  send  yon  a  late  tilau  of  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  which  I  am 
not  certain  that  you  have.     It  is  ijiiite  correct, 

I  hope  yon  will  communicate  with  me  from  time  to  time,  so  that  1  can 
act  in  concert  witli  y(UL  We  are  t'crtain  to  meet  as  we  have  be  tore 
under  the  walls  of  a  cajitured  eity. 

I  remain,  general,  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 

Major  tleneral  Wtlliam  T,  HHEiiMAN,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Confidential  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  TAeutenant- 
Oaieral  Grant^  U.  S.  Army^  requesting  arrangements  for  the  mission  of 
Mr.  Blair. 

Coulldential.]  Navy  Dbpartment,  January  -i,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  To  day  we  received  dispatx^hes £roin  Porter  dated  the 
20th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  enemy  are  removing  the  gous  from  Fort 
Fisher,  preparatory  to  changing  the  arrangement  of  their  defenses. 
The  Philadelphia  In({airer  of  to  day  has  all  the  information  contained 
in  the  documents  that  havejast  come  from  Richmond  through  General 
Butler's  headciuarters.  I  think  last  summer,  after  my  visit  to  yon  with 
General  Gillmore,  that  you  were  under  the  impression  that  one  of  us 
gave  publicity  to  the  object  of  our  visit.  I  trusted  to  time  to  enable 
you  to  discover  all  the  leaks  in  the  vicinity  of  your  headquarters. 
Mr.  Blair,  ar.,  alone,  will  leave  Washington  Saturday,  and  arrive  off 
City  Point  about  noon,  in  the  screw  steamer  Dow,  Captain  Parker,  com- 
manding the  Potomac  Flotilla.  As  he  goes  by  consent  of  the  President, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Davis,  I  ask  for  Mr.  Blair  that  you  will  make 
arrangements  to  get  him  through  comfortably  as  early  as  practicable, 
and  as  secretly.  I  have  suggested  to  him  to  lay  to  off*  City  Point,  and 
let  an  officer  go  on  shore  from  the  vessel  and  receive  your  directions  as 
to  the  best  method  of  going  through.  Tlie  Don  can  go  up  as  far  as 
desired  and  remain  until  Mr.  Blair  returns,  and  I  will  direct  Captain 
Parker  to  report  to  you  and  receive  any  directions  you  may  give. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter  by  telegraph. 

I  got  the  President  to  put  into  the  old  capitol  the  man  who  caused 
to  be  published  the  Wilmington  expedition.  Yesterday  the  Baltimore 
American  sent  me  word  that  they  bad  information  that  another  expe- 
dition was  fitting  out  I  sent  them  word  that  the  Government  would 
deal  very  summarily  with  the  first  party  who  published  it.  To-night 
Mr.  Gobright,  the  agent  of  the  Associated  Press,  informed  me  that  he 
had  such  news  from  Hampton  Roads,  but  had  suppressed  it. 
I  am,  most  truly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


G.  V.  Fox. 


General  U.  S.  Grant. 


The  country  will  not  forgive  us  for  another  failure  at  Wilniin^^ton. 
and  1  have  so  informed  Porter. 


ixeporf  of  Captaiyi  Sandfly  TL  S.  Nai^y.  commanding  V,  S,  Fort  Jackson 
of  arrival  off  Beaufort,  A'.  (\ 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jacknon, 
Off  Beaufort  Bar,  January  i,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  to  report  my  arrival  here  at  4  p.  m.,  having  gone  to 
New  Inlet  in  obedience  to  your  order,  arriving  there  at  7  a.  m.  this 
morning. 

I  left  Norfolk  on  January  2,  at  6  p.  m.,  taking  in  1,200  IX-inch  shells 
filled  and  fuzed  for  the  fleet,  with  some  grate  bars  for  the  Kansas  and 
a  large  mail  for  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

(Commanding  North  Atlantic  iS^/icadroii.,  FCagglu']^  MaUeru, 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Macomby  T\  S. 
Nary,  regarding  persons  Jishiuff  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malrern,  Beaufort.  N,  0.,  January  i,  J865, 
Sir:  Yonrs  of  28th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  persoDS  fishing  in    the 
sounds,  has  been  received. 

You  must  use  your  own  judgment  about  such  matters  and  not  appeal 
to  me.    If  you  think  the  tisltermen  are  spies  and  are  using  their  boats 
to  plant  torpedoes,  or  otherwise  damaging  our  interests,  stop  their 
work  at  once,  and  break  up  all  the  boats. 
General  Butler  baa  no  command  whatever  over  the  water. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear- Admiral, 
Gommander  W.  H.  Macomb. 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S,  Navy,  protesting  against  traffic 

under  cover  of  Tre€umry  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  Confederate 

armies. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  January  4, 1865. 

SiB:  I  wish  to  protest  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  manner  in 
which  certain  parties,  under  cover  of  the  Treasury  regulations,  are  sup- 
plying the  rebel  armies. 

It  appears  that  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Treasury  regulations  for  com- 
merdal  intercourse,  etc.,  which  permits  anyone  bringing  out  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  etc.,  to  take  in  return  supplies  and  merchandise  to  the  amount 
of  one- third  of  the  value  of  the  products  brought  out.  This  law  is  a 
mistake;  under  no  circumstances  should  supplies  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  our  lines.  I  seized  the  other  day  a  schooner  with  a  cargo  of 
every  kind  of  contraband  articles,  valued  at  nearly  $7,0(K),  which  was 
on  its  way  directly  into  the  enemy's  lines,  and  there  is  very  little  doubt 
that  most  of  it  will  goto  feed  the  armies  against  which  we  are  fighting. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  refer  this  matter  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  have  a  stop  put  to  this  manner  of  iissisting  our 
enemies. 

I  shall  send  a  duplicate  of  this  to  the  admiral.  My  reasons  for  mak- 
ing this  report  direct  to  the  Department  are  that  the  parties  engaged 
in  this  business  will  probably  make  complaints  at  Washington  of  my 
seizure  of  their  property,  and  I  wish  my  reasons  to  be  known.  The 
schooner  (the  Georgia)  is  still  here,  awaiting  directions  from  the 
admiral. 

A  steamer  called  the  Philadelphia,  with  a  large  cargo,  said  to  have 
the  proper  Treasury  ]>ermits,  signed  by  Genenil  Shepley,  et(\,  ran  up 
the  Chowan  River  the  other  night  and  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Frank- 
lin, Va.,  to  sell  her  cargo.  On  her  way  up  a  guard  of  rebel  soldiers 
was  placed  on  board  her  to  take  her  up  in  safety. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.,  Comdg,  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  (jideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Xavy, 
regarding  veftnels  for  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U,  JS,  Navy^  command- 
ing South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtiadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  5, 1865. 
Sir:  After  operations  are  finished  against  the  oater  defenses  of  Wil- 
mington, send  immediately  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  ail  the  vessels, 
including  ironclads,  that  in  your  judgment  can  be  spared  from  the 
North  Atlantic  Squadron.  Let  them  be  efficient  vessels,  drawing  not 
over  18  feet. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads, 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  5, 1865. 
Can  you  not  possibly  go  down  the  coast  for  a  few  days!    I  think  we 
have  fine  sea  steamer  at  Norfolk,  and  I  will  accompany  you.    It  seems 
to  be  worth  a  few  hours  of  the  directing  mind. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien^  U.  S.  Navy^  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
regarding  boats  for  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Commandant's  Office, 
U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  January  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
December  29, 1864,  in  relation  to  forwarding  all  the  boats  for  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron.  The  Aries  will  take  down  two  large  boats,  and 
others  will  be  forwarded  as  opportunities  occur.  I  regret  having  to 
state  that  the  boats  for  which  requisition  was  made  several  weeks  since 
have  not  as  yet  been  furnished  for  the  squadron,  though  these  may 
reach  us  at  any  moment. 

At  the  request  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  by  order  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  six  launches  and  large  boats,  mostly 
belonging  to  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  have  been  sent 
down  to  Fort  Monroe  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  Of  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  these  boats  are  to  be  employed  I  know  nothing. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Rear-Adiniral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron, 

U,  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 
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I  Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  lff65. 
Proceed  to  sea  to-day  if  i)088il>le  and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter 
off  Beaufort.     When   lie  dispenses  with   your  services,   proceed  off 
Charleston  and  report  as  previously  ordered. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Lieutenant-Oommander  Saml.  Mao  aw, 

Commanding  i\  S,  iS,  Lenapee^  Nary  Yard^  Nefc  York, 


['IVU'jnini.  I 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1865. 
What  steamers  have  you  ready  for  sea  which  can  carry  dispatches f 
Has  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  gone?     If  not,  retain  her  for  further  orders. 
By  order  Secretary : 

G.  V.  Fox, 
AsHintant  Secretary. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naty  Yard^  Norfolk^  Va, 


Report  of  Commander  Parker^   U.  S.  Xaryj  giving  reasons  for  delay  in 
atta,cking  the  Confederate  rams  in  James  Rive^\ 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken^H  handing^  James  River ^  Virginia^  January  6*,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  rejiort  that  we  have  made  but  little  progress  toward 
attackiuju:  the  rebel  rams  anchored  in  James  River  for  the  last  three 
weeks  for  the  following  reasons,  viz: 

Mr.  Berney  left  this  vessel  on  the  Kith  of  December  last  for  New  York, 
to  procure  more  burning  tluid  and  apparatus,  as  he  said,  and  promised 
to  return  in  less  than  a  week,  but  I  have  lieard  nothing  from  him  since 
that  time.  1  have  had  a  plenty  of  volunteers  for  the  work,  both  of 
oflllcers  and  men,  and  the  crew  of  this  vessel  is  well  drilled. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay,  in  command  of  the  torpedo 
boat  Hpuyten  Duyril,  left  here  for  New  York  on  the  LHJth  ultimo  for  shells 
and  necessary  apparatus  and  returne<l  yesterday.  He  reports  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  New  York  to  day,  and  lie  will  bo 
absent  about  two  weeks  more  to  superintend  the  manufacture  ot  some 
newly  invented  and  powerful  shells,  after  which  he  will  soon  be  ready 
to  o])erate. 

He  reports  that  he  had  an  interview  with  ( leneral  Grant,  who  advised 
him  to  wait  till  the  Army  were  ready  to  cooperate,  and  that  (leneial 
Grant  approved  of  his  plans,  and  that  blows  delivered  at  the  same  time 
from  the  Array  and  Navy  would  have  a  much  greater  effect  tiian  if 
either  one  undertook  to  a<'t  independently  of  the  other  against  the  enenjy . 

1  trust  that  this  will  explain  to  you  the  reason  of  the  apparent  inac- 
tion of  this  division.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  we  are  ready  to  act  as 
soon  as  a  proper  opportunity  shall  present  itself. 

I  beg  leave  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  ves- 
sels in  the  Fifth  Division  are  short  of  men. 
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All  the  rebel  deserters  wlio  have  been  examined  on  board  this  vessel 
a^ree  in  saying  that  the  lires  from  the  monitors  have  caused  but  very 
little  damage  to  the  rebel  batteries.  They  knock  otf  a  little  dirt  from 
the  parapets,  but  this  is  easily  repaired  in  the  night.  The  most  serious 
damage  was  done  last  summer,  when  a  gun  at  Howlett's  battery  was 
dismounted,  but  not  a  man  has  ever  been  killed  or  wounded  by  the  pro- 
jectiles from  the  monitors. 

The  rebel  deserters  report  that  there  are  many  torpedoes  abreast  of 
llowlett's  battery,  and  between  that  and  the  rams,  some  of  which  con- 
tain 1,500  to  2,000  pounds  of  powder.  These  are  connected  by  tele- 
graphic wire  with  the  batteries.  There  are  also  many  smaller  ones  con- 
taining 50  pounds,  which  are  percussion  shells  anchored  about  4  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Additional  obstructions  have  recently  been  sunk  between  us  and  the 
rebel  rams  by  the  enemy. 

I  have  previously  reported  that  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap  was  blown 
out,  witli  partial  sncce8S,on  the  1st  instant  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division, 

Itear-Adniiral  Davit)  D.  Porter, 

Commandinif  yortk  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  coal  supply. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  O.,  January  6, 1865. 
Sir:  There  is  not  coal  enough  here  to  supply  the  squadron,  though  I 
think  this  will  not  delay  our  operations.     It  is  very  important  that 
there  should  be  a  large  supply  here  while  the  squadron  is  so  large  on 
this  coast. 

I  understand  that  an  order  has  been  given  to  send  no  more  coal  to 
this  place  for  the  present.  This  is  very  unfortunate,  as  no  one  can  tell 
how  long  the  squadron  will  be  here  and  in  this  neighborhood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  (iidkon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Adams, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  coal 

Beaufort,  January  6,  [1865]. 
Commodore:  We  require  12,000  tons  of  coal  at  this  point  for  imme- 
diate use. 

Respectfully,  yours,  David  1).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

323  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Commander  Mavomb^  U,  S.  Navy^  requesting  torpedoes  for  use 
against  the  enemy^s  ironclads. 

U.  S.  S.  Shambock, 
Dist.  Sounds  ofN.  (7.,  Plymouth,  N.  C,  January  6*,  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  respectfully  reqnest  that  a  number  of  torpedoes  like  the 
one  picked  up  in  the  Roanoke  Kiver  and  sent  to  you  this  day,  say  1(X), 
may  be  made  by  the  Ordnance  Department  and  sent  here  for  use  in 
this  district  against  the  enemy's  ironclads. 

One  has  been  sent  to  the  Navy  Department,  which  will  serve  as  a 
pattern. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.y  Comdg.  District  Sounds j  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

liear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Comtnander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  barricading  of 

the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  Sounds  ofN.  C,  Plymouth,  N.  C,  January  6, 1865. 
Admiral:  I  think  that  this  river  should  be  barricaded,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  bringing  out  his  ironclad,  which,  from  all  accounts, 
is  within  five  or  six  months  of  completion. 

This  might  be  done  in  two  ways — by  sinking  vessels  in  the  river 
(twelve  good  sized  schooners  sunk  stem  upstream  would  be  sufficient) 
or  by  building  a  regular  causeway  of  cob  work  across  the  stream,  leav- 
ing sluices  for  the  water  to  flow  through.  The  latter  of  these  methods 
is  perhaps  the  most  effectual,  but  the  former  is  much  more  easily  accom- 
plished. I  would  respectfully  request  instructions  on  this  subject,  and 
if  you  decide  on  the  latter  method,  please  have  soiiu^  scliooners  sent 
out,  as  I  have  but  three  that  can  be  used. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  Y>.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlu7itic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Netc 
Ironsides,  regarding  effects  of  heavy  weather. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  January  7, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  last  night  parted  my  chain, 
the  ship  pitching  very  heavily.    A  heavy  sea  boarded  us. 

The  ship  shows  in  every  part  the  effects  of  heavy  weather,  works 
badly,  and  leaks  considerably,  feeling  much  the  want  of  her  rudder. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Uadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Ironclad  Division. 

RearAinirR}  David  D.  Porter, 

Cofnmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  PlogHliip  Maltieru, 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb j  U.  S.  Navy,  a^ckfwwledging  the  Depart- 
menVs  general  order  regarding  trade  with  the  Confederate  States. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Plymouth,  N.  C,  January  7, 1865, 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  from  Eear- Admiral  D.D.Porter  the 
Department's  General  Order  No.  42,  in  relation  to  the  late  executive 
order  in  regard  to  trade  with  the  rebellious  States. 

My  letter  of  the  5th  instant  was  wntten  before  the  receipt  of  that 
order,  and  at  a  time  when  I  found  that  it  was  being  abused  by  certain 
parties,  who  took  advantage  of  it  to  carry  large  quantities  of  supplies 
into  a  part  of  the  country  in  the  immediate  possession  of  the  enemy. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  above  order  will  be  carried  out  by  me,  especially 
that  part  which  forbids  contraband  of  war  from  being  taken  into  the 
enemy's  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  First  Assistant  Engineer  La^,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy,  reporting  an  interview  with  General  Grant  regard- 
ing proposed  plan  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  ironclads  in  the 
James  River. 

New  York,  January  8, 1865. 
Admiral:  On  my  return  to  the  James  River  I  had  an  interview  with 
General  Grant,  who  approved  of  the  plan  proposed  to  destroy  the  rebel 
fleet  and  remove  the  obstructions  in  James  Kiver,  but  he  deemed  it 
advisable  not  to  make  a  demonstration  until  there  was  a  combined 
movement  by  the  Army  and  Navy,  which,  as  he  remarked,  would  greatly 
increase  the  chances  for  success.  Commander  Parker  approved  of  the 
suggestions  made  by  the  general,  and  deemed  it  advisable  in  the  mean- 
time to  strengthen  the  vessel  and  render  her  as  formidable  as  possible, 
and  in  view  of  this  has  given  me  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York  (a  copy 
of  which  I  enclose)  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I  herewith 
enclose  a  requisition  for  the  necessary  deck  plates  and  shells,  which  I 
desire  to  procure  at  the  earliest  moment.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
add  that  my  interview  with  General  Grant  was  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing his  cooperation  in  clearing  the  river  of  obstructions  and  destroying 
the  rebel  fleet.  The  interview  was  proposed  by  Commander  Parker, 
and  from  him  I  received  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  general. 
I  am^  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Lay, 
Oomm^inding  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

[Rear] -Admiral  F.  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy, 

General  Superintendent  Ironclads,  New  York. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  MorriSj  U.  S, 
Navy,  commanding  U,  S,  8.  Shawmut, 

Navy  Department,  January  .v,  ISGn. 
SiE:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Shatcmut  off  Wilmiii^jton  and  report 
for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfiiUy,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Mobrls, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Shawmut^  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  at  New 
Berne,  N.  C,  regarding  coal. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Beaufort,  N,  C,  January  f),  J 805. 
Sir:  Some  ten  days  since  I  ordered  all  the  coal  at  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
be  sent  here  at  once,  since  which  I  have  heard  nothing  from  it.    Go 
there  yourself  if  necessary  and  start  them  out  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  off 
Western  Bar,  regarding  the  vessels  on  that  station. 

U.  8.  S.  Maratanza, 
Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  !),  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  63,  1  herewith  enclose 
a  tracing  of  chart  containing  the  stations  of  vessels  on  blockade 
duty  on  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Kiver.  The  following  vessels 
have  performed  duty  as  bar  blockaders  at  intervals  since  the  1st  of 
December,  1864:  Maratanza^  Britannia,  Aries,  Dumbarton,  Moccasin, 
Eolus,  Bignonia,  Nansemond,  Vickshurg,  Nyack,  Trisiram  Shandy,  Little 
Ada,  and  Emma.  Two  blockade  runners  have  been  beached  during 
the  month.  The  Ella,  which  was  forced  on  shore  and  afterwards  fired 
by  the  Emma,  and  another,  name  unknown,  was  run  on  shore  about 
the  night  of  the  25th  ultimo  and  shelled  by  the  Monticello  and  Eolus 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  [27th],  and  since  has  been  forced  up  on 
the  beach  by  the  heavy  southerly  weather  we  have  had  since  the  25th, 
so  that  she  can  never  be  got  afloat  again. 

If  the  vessels  are  to  be  supplied  coal  by  sahooners  from  Beaufort,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  they  may  be  compelled  to  have  good 
ground  tackle,  as  they  have  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety,  expecting 
some  of  them  to  break  adrift  and  be  beached  on  Smith's  Island  before 
any  of  us  could  render  them  the  necessary  assistance. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  launch  that  will  carry  from  10  to  15  tons 
of  coal  be  furnish^,  so  that  the  small  vessels  can  use  her  in  coaling 
when  the  sea  is  too  rough  to  lay  alongside  of  the  schooner,  which  is 
the  case  in  five  days  out  of  the  week.    I  have  used  and  loaned  the 
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small  vessels  this  vessel's  launch  aud  first  cutter,  bat  the  oonseqnent 
rough  usage  kuocks  the  boats  to  pieces  and  keeps  the  ship's  carpenter 
constantly  at  work  to  keep  them  in  repair.  The  boats  are  too  slightly 
built  for  the  service  required. 

By  sending  a  launch  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  tugs  and  schooners 
will  be  avoided.  As  nearly  every  one  of  the  tugs  goes  alongside  to 
coal,  some  damage  is  done  to  one  or  the  other. 

I  would  respectfully  request  permission  to  get  from  the  storehouse  a 
large  iron  buoy  to  put  down  in  soft  bottom,  so  as  to  enable  vessels  in 
heavy  weather  to  find  good  anchorage  and  to  serve  as  a  guide  for 
vessels  running  into  the  station  at  night  when  it  sets  in  thick.  The 
buoy  now  moored  is  rope-strapped,  and  consequently  is  getting  adrifb 
frequently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-Cofntnander,  U,  8.  Navy ^  Senior  Officer. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter j  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Commander  Ma^jomhj  U,  S, 
Navy  J  regarding  cooperation  with  army  forces. 

I^oRTH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S,  Flagship  Malvern^  Beaufort^  N,  C,  January  9j  1865. 
SiB:  Do  not  undertake  any  more  expeditions  with  any  of  Butler's 
pnrty;  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  do  not  wish  the  picket  launch  used  for  any  puri)ose  whatever,  but 
kept  in  case  a  ram  comes  down. 

When  you  want  any  more  gas  for  the  calcium  light,  send  to  Mr.  Grant, 
the  inventor,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  get  three  or  four  cylinders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear'Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds^  etc 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S.  Navy^  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  system  of  illegal  traffic  in  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  Sounds  of  N.  0.,  off  Plymouth^  January  9, 1865. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  interesting  report 
of  an  investigation  made  in  the  system  of  carrying  on  trade  with  the 
rebellious  States,  as  practiced  in  this  district  under  licenses,  permits, 
and  pai)ers  from  General  Shepley  and  the  Treasury  authorities  of 
Norfolk,  Va.  You  will  perceive  by  this  how  much  the  law  and  the 
privileges  of  purchasing  cotton  and  other  products  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  are  hereby  abused  by  those  engaged  in  it,  and  all  this  under 
authority  of  the  Government. 

I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  a  large  trading  and 
supply  storehouse  having  been  established  at  South  Mills,  situated 
N  w  R— VOL  11 27 
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at  the  junction  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  the  Pasquotank  River, 
well  above  Elizabeth  City. 

I  quite  coincide  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ceres  in  the  fact 
that  the  rebel  army  are  receiving  large  amounts  of  supplies  through 
these  sources.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  appear  an  anomaly 
to  blockade  a  port  on  the  coast  and  then  open  trade  for  supplying  the 
enemy  but  a  short  distance  in  the  interior. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

vV.  II.  Macomb, 
Oommamler^  Comdg,  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

To  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomd{i.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  O. 

[Enclosnre.] 

U.  8.  S.  Ceres, 
OffPlymouthy  N.  C,  January  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  proceeded 
with  the  U.  S.  8.  Ceres  under  my  command  to  North  River,  Albemarle 
Sound.  I  dragged  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  but  found 
nothing.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle 
Canal  and  visited  the  supply  store  of  0.  C.  Poole,  at  Coanjock  Bridge. 
From  Mr.  Johnston,  a  partner,  I  learned  that  the  i)ermit  to  keep  the 
store  was  in  possession  of  Mr.  Poole,  then  at  Norfolk,  but  from  papers 
(invoices,  permits  to  pass  goods,  etc.)  signed  by  the  military  authorities 
at  Norfolk,  1  believe  that  they  have  proper  authority  for  keeping  the 
same.  I  found  about  $30,000  worth  of  goods  on  the  premises,  and  was 
told  by  Mr.  Johnston  that  the  permit  for  the  excess  of  goods  over 
$3,000  was  also  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Poole,  and  that  it  was  granted  by 
the  commanding  general  at  Norfolk.  I  also  learned  from  Mr.  Johnston 
that  they  had  received  and  sold  goods  to  the  amount  of  $60,000  since 
the  1st  of  November,  1864.  Major  McLaughlin,  commanding  the  post, 
states  that  the  sales  since  November  21,  1864,  amount  at  least  to 
$100,000.  Mr.  Johnston  states,  in  evidence  of  his  intention  to  deal 
fairly  by  the  Government,  that  he  applied  to  the  coninianding  general 
at  Norfolk  that  some  one  in  authority  should  be  appointed  to  regulate 
the  trade  at  Coanjock  Bridge  (upon  which  Lieutenant  Dodge  was 
detailed  for  that  purpose;  accompanying  please  find  a  copy  of  his 
orders) ;  also  that  he  does  not  deal  in  articles  prohibited  by  the  military 
authorities,  namely,  boots,  shoes  (for  men),  beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  leather, 
which,  from  what  1  can  learn,  are  considered  as  contraband. 

In  relation  to  the  schooner  Georgia,  Mr.  Johnston  states  that  it  is  an 
entirely  distinct  affair,  having  no  connection  with  the  store.  A  portion 
of  the  cargo  belongs  to  parties  who  have  no  interest  therein,  at  the 
same  time  protesting  that  all  requirements  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment have  been  complied  with,  and  offers  in  evidence  of  their  good 
intentions  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Kear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter  in 
relation  to  the  shipment  of  goods,  which  copy  please  find  accompany- 
ing this  report. 

After  having  obtained  this  information  from  the  parties  at  the  bridge. 
I  proceeded  to  Roanoke  Island.  On  my  way  there  I  captured  a  small 
boat  containing  a  rebel  soldier,  also  a  lot  of  beef,  fish,  and  1  box 
addressed  to  Caleb  G.  Overton,  North  Carolina  Volunteers.  After 
having  turned  over  the  above-mentioned  soldier  to  the  provost-marshal 
at  Roanoke  Island,  I  proceeded  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  as  I  had  been 
informed  that  a  schooner  loaded  with  goods  had  left  the  canal  for  that 
place.  On  my  arrival  there,  I  found  the  schooner  Emma  />.,  whose 
cargo  bad  been  disposed  of  by  the  owner  of  it,  «^  Mr.  Cobb.    The  papers 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        419 

of  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  all  right,  the  proper  clearance  and  permitis 
being  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cobb,  from  whom  I  obtained  them.  I 
fonnd  at  Elizabeth  City  a  store  kept  by  William  H.  Clark,  said  by  him 
to  be  a  branch  of  the  store  at  Coanjock  Bridge.  What  authority  they 
have  for  establishing  it  I  can  not  say,  but  from  papers  shown  me  by 
Mr.  Clark  I  think  the  military  authorities  at  Norfolk  recognize  their 
right  to  do  it.  The  store  contained  goods  to  the  amount  of  about  $5,000 
worth.  I  learned  from  the  citizens  at  Elizabeth  City,  as  well  as  from 
Ms^or  McLaughlin  at  Coanjock  Bridge,  that  there  was  a  very  large 
supply  store  located  at  South  Mills,  Camden  County,  which  was  prob- 
ably doing  twice  as  much  business  as  all  the  others  in  this  part  of  the 
oountry ;  also  that  a  number  of  small  stores  had  been  reopened  through 
the  lower  counties. 

From  the  information  that  I  received,  I  am  led  to  believe  there  were 
not  near  as  large  amounts  of  goods  brought  into  the  six  lower  counties 
in  the  most  prosperous  times  as  there  are  at  present,  while,  in  conse- 
quence of  poverty  and  diminution  of  population,  the  demand  should  be 
much  less  than  before  the  war.  It  is  acknowledged  by  all,  and  even 
admitted  by  the  dealers  themselves,  that  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
goods  find  their  way  into  the  country  under  the  control  of  the  rebels, 
the  largest  part  of  the  goods  going  across  the  different  ferries  on  the 
Chowan.  There  is  a  considerable  trade  springing  up  between  Tyrrell 
County  and  Elizabeth  City,  also  to  Coanjock  Bridge.  Major  McLaugh- 
lin informed  me  that  three  boats  left  that  place  for  Little  Alligator 
Kiver  on  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  carrying  considerable  amounts 
of  goods  across,  and  I  was  informed  that  large  quantities  of  goods  are 
taken  from  Elizabeth  City  to  the  same  place.  In  many  places  this 
trade  is  irregular,  and  boats  employed  in  it  are  liable  to  seizure.  From 
Elizabeth  City  I  returned  to  this  place,  and  have  the  honor  to  present 
this  rex)ort. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Foster, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding, 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols  j  U.  8,  Navy^  regarding  measures  taken  for 

supplying  coal. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roadsy  January  lOy  1865, 
Admiral:  Your  orders  of  the  3d,  5th,  and  6th  instant,  to  send  coal 
to  Beaufort,  have  been  received.  Not  having  time  to  write  by  the 
Aries y  I  requested  Fleet  Captain  Breese  to  inform  you  of  what  I  had 
done  and  was  doing  in  the  matter.  The  schooners  Burrows  0.,  Eliza 
Nealy  and  William  H.  Dennis  are  on  their  way  with  upward  of  800 
tons,  and  I  have  two  schooners  loading  at  the  yard  about  500  tons 
more.  I  shall  charter  or  seize  as  many  as  I  can  that  are  suitable,  and 
dispatch  them  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  present  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
seaworthy  vessels,  and  the  few  that  are  fit  are  unwilling  to  go,  render- 
ing it  necessary  to  seize  them.  When  your  first  order  was  received, 
6th  or  7th,  there  were  but  three  schooners  with  coal  for  the  Navy  here 
(the  three  above  named).  To  one  of  them,  the  Burrows  C,  I  furnished 
a  man,  and  she  started  without  any  fuss.  ^The  Eliza  Neal  protested  on 
account  of  bad  sails.    I  sent  two  of  my  officers  aiid  ^^\\\sv^<^x'^\s!l^\^\^ 
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Burvey,  and  they  pronounced  the  sails  good.  I  assumed  the  marine 
risk  on  the  vessel,  gave  her  a  man,  and  got  her  off  after  some  trouble. 
The  William  H.  Dennis  had  no  captain  or  crew;  only  an  inexperienced 
lad  as  mate  and  one  man.  I  placed  Acting  Ensign  [W.  B.]  Barnes,  of 
this  vessel,  in  charge,  with  these  men.  On  applying  to  the  quarter- 
master for  coal,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  but  two  cargoes  afloat,  and 
had  ordered  both  to  Beaufort.  I  have  ordered  a  barge  to  be  loaded  to 
send  up  James  Elver,  and  have  requested  Captain  Parker  to  send  down 
a  seagoing  vessel,  if  he  has  one  in  the  river.  I  shall  hurry  coal  along 
as  fast  as  I  can  procure  suitable  vessels.  The  Chief  of  Bureau  tele- 
graphs to  me  that  large  supplies  of  coal  have  been  ordered  from  Phila- 
delphia, but,  as  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  is  uncertain  at  this 
season,  I  shall  continue  my  efforts  to  dispatch  coal  from  this  place.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  chartering  vessels  in  future  prefer- 
ence should  be  given  to  those  vessels  that  are  in  proper  condition  to 
extend  their  voyage,  and  whose  captains  make  no  objections  to  doing 
BO,  and  who  remain  by  their  vessels  ready  for  service. 

One  of  the  vessels  that  I  am  now  having  loaded  at  the  yard  was  i>ar- 
tially  discharged,  and  her  captain  is  absent.  If  he  does  not  return  in 
time  I  shall  have  to  put  an  officer  in  charge.  Two  vessels  that  have 
just  discharged  coal  for  the  Navy  can  not  take  a  freight  for  Beaufort, 
because  their  sails  are  not  fit  for  the  voyage.  I  have  satisfied  myself 
of  this  by  a  personal  examination.  These  cases  that  I  have  mentioned 
I  shall  report  to  the  Bureau  and  to  Commodore  Adams.  These  coal 
captains  know  that  there  is  a  large  supply  of  coal  here,  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  they  felt  certain  of  a  long  lay  or  demurrage,  and  as 
the  run  from  Philadelphia  is  a  short  one,  by  watching  a  favorable  chance 
they  are  sure  of  making  it  safely  and  make  enough  out  of  the  demur- 
rage to  get  a  new  suit  of  sails,  or  worry  through  the  winter  at  anchor, 
and  the  old  sails  are  good  enough  for  the  next  summer. 

The  Chicopee  arrived  this  morning  from  the  sounds  and  has  gone  to 
the  yard  for  repairs.  The  tubes  in  our  boilers  are  beginning  to  be 
troublesome  by  giving  out,  and  we  are  plugging  the  defective  ones  as 
fast  as  they  show  themselves.  Owing  to  the  settling  of  the  vessel 
amidships,  the  framing  of  the  engine-room  hatch  bears  hard  against  the 
eccentrics  and  we  have  had  to  cut  away  three  times,  and  I  am  afraid 
will  have  to  cut  still  more.    She  is  contract  built  and  weak. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  admiral,  in  all  your  undertakings, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer^  Hampton  Roads, 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porti'rj  U,  8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Devensj  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S,  8.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Bbaufoet,  N.  C,  January  10,  1865, 
SiE:  Proceed  off  New  Inlet  with  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  report  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  there  for  blockade  duty. 
Resi)ectfully, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devbns, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter y  U,  S.  Navy^ 
regarding  vessels  to  be  omitted  from  the  semimonthly  list 

Navy  Department,  January  10^  1865. 
Sm:  Hereafter  in  preparing  your  semimonthly  list  of  vessels,  those 
that  have  been  sent  to  Northern  yards  for  extensive  repairs  will  not  be 
included,  as  there  is  no  certainty  of  their  being  returned  to  the  squad- 
ron. The  following,  therefore,  sliould  be  omitted :  Augusta j  Calypso, 
Mercedita^  Qrand  Qulf  Dacotah,  and  Niphon.  The  following  on  your 
last  list  have  been  assigned  to  other  stations  or  commands:  Banshee, 
Morsej  State  of  Georgia,  St.  Laxcrence^  Tallapoosa^  and  iSoco. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron j  off  Wilmington^  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Rolando^  U,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  certain  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  January  10, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  ordered  the  MonticellOj  Qettysburg^  Cherokee^  Lilian^  and 
Tii^tram  Shandy  to  New  Inlet. 

On  their  arrival  you  will  repair  to  this  anchorage  with  the  Keystone 
State  for  coal  and  supplies. 

Tow  the  Emma  up  with  you  and  direct  the  Howquah  to  return  here 
before  her  coal  is  entirely  out. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomhj  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  a  report 
regarding  infringements  of  trade  regulations  and  capture  of  the  schooner 
Triumph. 

TJ.  8.  8.  Shamrock, 
Bist.  Sounds  ofN.  0.,  off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  Jamiary  10^  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander English  of  a  visit  made  by  the  Wyalusing  up  the 
Perquimans  River  to  Hertford,  which  goes  still  further  to  expose  the 
abuse  practiced  of  the  regulations  for  trade  from  Norfolk  in  this  section. 
It  will  give  you  an  idea  how  readily  the  rebel  army  is  supplied  from 
that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusino, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  (7.,  January  9^  1865. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  yoor  order  of  the  5th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Perquimans  River  and  town  of  Hertford,  where  I  had  an  interview 
with  such  of  the  municipal  authorities  as  I  could  find.  It  seems  that 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  there  have  been  no  town  elec- 
tions held  in  that  place.  In  consequence  of  not  finding  any  responsible 
person  to  communicate  your  order  to,  I  had  circulated  and  posted  in 
the  town  and  on  either  bank  of  the  river  several  circulars,  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose.  On  my  return  I  captured  at  the  mouth  of  the  Per- 
quimans Biver  the  schooner  Triumph^  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 
Among  the  items  was  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  which  on  some  parts  of 
the  blockaded  coast  is  contraband  of  war,  and  vessels  found  with  it  on 
board  are  condemned  by  the  courts.  She  cleared  from  Norfolk.  I  have 
brought  her  hereto  await  the  decision  of  the  higher  authorities.  I  found 
the  people,  with  few  exceptions,  entirely  hostile  to  the  Government 
They  admit  that  large  quantities  of  goods  of  all  kinds  are  passing 
through  from  Norfolk,  most  of  which  find  their  way  in  to  the  rebel  army, 
and  that  Norfolk  has  been  of  more  benefit  to  their  (the  rebel)  cause 
since  we  occupied  it  than  while  it  was  in  their  hands.  All  are  very 
comfortably  clad,  and  none  seemed  to  be  in  want.  They  have  killed  a 
lar|^e  number  of  hogs,  having  had  an  abundance  of  salt  to  pack  it  with, 
which  they  state  comes  from  Norfolk.  They  trade  the  surplus  pork  to 
the  rebel  agents  for  cotton  (so  I  am  informed),  pound  for  pound,  which 
must  certainly  be  very  profitable  to  some  one.  I  should  hardly  consider 
it  necessary  to  have  a  vessel  stationed  there  permanently,  as  the  trade 
is  carried  on  principally  inland. 
Very  respectfully. 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant- Commander  J  Commanding  U.  8.  S,  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  II.  Maoomh, 

Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

[Subencloflare.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Off  Hertford,  N.  C,  January  6,  1865. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hertford  and  vicinity: 

Should  any  hostile  acts  be  performed  in  the  Perquimans  River,  or  the 
sound  near  its  mouth,  by  which  any  U.  8.  Government  vessel  or  prop- 
erty is  injured  or  destroyed,  or  anything  done  by  which  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  is  disturbed,  the  citizens  and  pro]>erty  holders  will  be 
held  ac(K)untable  to  the  value  of  the  property  thus  destroyed  or  injured. 
The  above  notification  is  by  order  of  Commander  W.  II.  Macomb, 
commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces.  District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  January  10, 1865. 
Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IHitriot  of  the  Soondf. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Plymouth,  January  13,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant  the 
U.  8.  8.  Valley  City  captured  the  ateamet  Pkiladelpfeia^  which  steamer 
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had  eluded  the  fleet  while  they  were  up  the  Eoanoke  and  slipped  up 
the  Chowan  Biver^  where  she  had  sold  out  her  cargo  of  supplies,  valued 
at  several  thousand  dollars,  and  whence  she  was  returning  when  cap- 
tured«  She  has  passes  and  certificates  in  accordance  with  the  Depart- 
ment's General  Order  No.  42,  but  has  violated  that  order  by  having  as 
part  of  her  cargo  boots,  shoes,  and  supplies  of  aU  kinds,  all  of  which 
are,  in  my  opinion,  contraband  of  war.  I  respectfully  request  your 
orders  as  to  her  disposal,  and  also  of  the  cotton  which  she  has  on  board. 
Very  respectfliUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commanding  District  Soundsj  North  Atlantic  Siiuadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


statement  of  Kader  WiniloWy  a  dtiien  of  Chowan  Conntj,  N.  0. 

U.  S.  8.  Valley  City, 
Off  Camp  Winfieldj  Chowan  County^  N.  0.,  January  12^  1865. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I,  Eader  Winslow,  a  citizen  of  Chowan  County, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  having  been  duly  sworn,  do  hereby 
testify  as  follows :  That  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1865, 
while  at  Murfrees  Station,  Va.,  on  the  Weldon  and  Franklin  Bailroad, 
I  was  there  told  by  Mr.  Jacob  Leno,  a  resident  of  Murfrees  Station  and 
a  citizen  of  Southhampton  County,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  the 
steamer  Philadelphia  was  at  that  time  about  2  miles  below  Nottoway 
Bridge,  on  the  Nottoway  River,  trading  groceries,  shirtings,  pantaloon- 
ings,  etc.,  for  cotton.  A  i)ortion  of  the  said  groceries,  shirtings,  panta- 
loonings,  etc.,  I  saw  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Jacob  Leno,  who  stated 
that  he  had  received  them  from  the  said  steamer. 

And  I  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  (or  aflfirm)  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  the  said  steamer  Philadelphia  was  at  that  time 
in  the  Nottoway  River,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.    So  help  me  God. 

Kadeb  (his  X  mark)  Winslow. 
Witness: 

J.  W.  Sands, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ^  U.  8.  Navy. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  12th  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1865. 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Witnesses: 

John  M.  Batten, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Milton  Webster, 

Acting  Ensign. 

The  above  affidavit  proves  that  the  Philadelphia  went  into  the  State 
of  Virginia  and  out  of  the  Chowan  River,  for  which  river  only  her  per- 
mit was  granted. 

M. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Mmfter  Brooki,  U.  8.  Navy,  oomxnandmg  U.  8.  8.  Valley  City. 

U.  S.  8.  Vallky  City, 
Plymouth^  N,  C,  January  llj  1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  yonr  orders,  I  cruised  up  the  Chowan  River, 
watchinpf  for  the  steamer  Philadelphia^  which  was  known  to  have  gone 
up  that  river  into  the  enemy's  country. 

I  proceeded  as  far  as  Winton,  a  point  beyond  which  it  is  deemed 
imprudent  to  go,  and  where  the  enemy  has  a  picket  station,  but  saw 
nothing  of  her.  I  afterwards  learned  that  she  had  gone  to  Franklin,  on 
the  Blaokwater  Biver,  and  was  exchanging  medicines,  salt,  boots,  and 
shoes  for  cotton,  having  taken  on  board  at  Winton  a  number  of  the 
enemy's  pickets  to  pass  her  beyond  that  point. 

At  12  m.  yesterday,  while  laying  ofl'  Pool's  Landing,  saw  a  steamer 
coming  down  the  river,  and  immediately  made  after  her,  she  proving  to 
be  the  Philadelphia,  with  257  bales  of  cotton  and  150  pounds  of  tobacco, 
manufactured  at  Petersburg,  Va.  Sent  an  oflicer  and  prize  crew  on 
board  and  took  her  in  tow. 

At  the  time  of  discovery  she  hiul  no  colors  up,  but  set  them  when  she 
found  we  were  making  for  her. 

The  enemy  had  evidently  been  expecting  this  steamer,  and  I  am  told 
had  sent  an  agent  to  Edenton  to  ascertain  when  she  was  (coming. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  on  board : 

George  W.  Lane,  captain;  Thomas  Upton,  passenger;  Logan  Hurst, 
supercargo;  George  Mowiy,  engineer;  Andrew  Houston,  fireman; 
Eiyah  Knox,  pUot;  James  F.  Webber,  deck  hand;  Margaret  Sullivan, 
stewardess. 

I  herewith  enclose  papers,  etc. 

There  are  also  $700  in  greenbacks  on  board. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  .1.  Brooks, 
Acting  Maater,  Commanding, 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commaiuling  District  Sounds. 


Order  of  Sear-Adxiiiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  send  the 

prise  steamer  to  New  York. 

North  Atlantic  Sc^uadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  Rivcrj  January  xa;,  1S65. 
SiE:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instiint,  reporting  ("apture  of  steamer 
Philadelphia,  has  been  received. 

You  will  send  the  Philadelphia,  with  a  prize  crew  on  board,  and  all 
the  evidence  against  her,  to  New  York. 

Hereafter  you  will  seize  every  vessel  afloat  that  has  contraband  of 
war  in  her,  or  that  attempts  to  trade  outside  of  our  lines. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  i).  Toutkr, 

Rear  Admiral. 
Commander  W.  II.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


PLAN 
SECOND]\TmCK 

FORT  p'lSHKR 

Jan.13.14.15,1865. 

Showing  the  Position  of  Vessels 
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Older  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Maoomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
the  captain  of  the  priie  steamer. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
V,  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River^  January  23, 1865, 
Sir  :  You  will  endeavor  to  catch  the  man  Lane,  and  also  get  all  the 
information  yon  can  in  regard  to  the  contrabaud  trade  which  has  been 
going  on  in  your  district. 

liesi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Torter, 

Bear- Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  I>istrict  of  the  Somids  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  t/ie  delivery  of  charts  and  letter  to  General 
8herman,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  13, 1865. 
Admiral:  I  send  the  Britannia  down  with  charts  and  letter  for 
General  Sherman.    As  it  is  important  that  General  Sherman  should 
receive  these,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  see  that  they  are  delivered  to 
him  and  order  the  Britannia  to  return  to  met 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal. 


8econd  attack  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  January  13-15, 1865. 
Oeneral  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  plan  of  attack. 

General  Orders,  )      North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  78.  )  Flagship  Malvern,  January  2, 1865. 

The  order  of  attack  for  the  next  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  will  be 
as  follows : 

The  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  Radford,  will  lead  in  and  anchor  with 
the  center  of  the  northeast  face  of  the  fort  bearing  W.  by  S.  J  S.,  the 
monitors  following.  The  ironclads  will  anchor  in  succession,  as  follows : 
The  Dictator  will  anchor  close  to  and  but  a  length  ahead  and  outside 
of  the  New  Ironsides.  The  Mahopa^,  Canonicus,  and  8augus  will  anchor 
in  line  close  together,  between  the  New  Ironsides  and  the  beach,  and 
the  Monadnock  will  select  a  position  in  the  same  line,  so  that  she  will 
have  room  to  swing  and  bring  both  turrets  to  bear. 

When  these  vessels  are  fairly  engaged,  signal  will  be  made  to  the 
Brooklyn  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy,  taking  her  position  at  anchor 
close  under  the  stern  of  the  Neiv  Ironsides,  with  her  broadside  bearing 
on  Fort  Fisher.  The  Brooklyn  will  be  followed  in  by  the  Mohican, 
Ta^ony,  Kansas,  Unadilla,  Huron,  Maumee,  Pawtuxet,  8en€ca,  Fontoosuc, 
Nyack,  Yantic,  and  Nereus,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  marked  on 
the  chart.  The  line,  when  anchored,  should  be  with  the  Brooklyn 
bearing  about  S.  by  E.    This  will  be  line  of  battle  No.  1. 


42C        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Line  of  battle  No.  2  will  take  position  when  the  leading  vessel  of  line 
No.  1  is  anchored,  with  the  Minnesota  leading,  Colorado  next,  WaJnuh^ 
Susquehannaj  Powhatan^  Juniata^  8henandoahj  Ticonderoga.  After  the 
Minnesota  anchors  in  her  old  place  ([or  closer),  where  her  guns  will  clear 
the  Neip  Ironsid^s^  the  Colorado  will  pass  her  and  anchor,  both  ships 
firing  slowly  to  get  their  range  as  they  go  in.  When  the  Colorado  is 
anchored  and  firing  with  effect  all  the  vessels  of  line  No.  2  will  anchor 
in  position  exactly  as  they  did  on  a  previous  occasion. 

The  Vanderbilt  will  then  anchor  a  little  outside  of  and  between  the 
Colorado  and  WaJ)ash^  Mackinaw  between  Susquehanna  and  Wabashy  and 
Tiiscarora  between  Juniata  and  Powhatan. 

When  line  No.  2  has  anchored,  line  No.  3  will  take  position,  the  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  leading,  which  vessel  will  anchor  with  the  center  of  the 
southeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher  N.  W.  i  N.,  or  just  ahead  of  the  Ticonder- 
oga.  The  Fort  Jackson  will  then  pass  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  anchor 
as  close  as  she  can  get;  the  Osceola  will  pass  the  Fort  Jackson  and 
anchor,  and  so  on  with  Sassa^uSj  Chippewa^  R.  R.  Cuyler^  Maratanza^ 
Rhode  Islandj  MonticellOj  Alabama,  Montgomery,  Keystone  StatCy  Quaker 
City,  ending  with  the  Iosco. 

When  signal  is  made  to  form  line  of  battle,  all  the  vessels  of  lines  Nos. 
1, 2,  and  3  will  fall  in  line  in  the  ordet*  nieutioued,  the  Brooklyn  leading 
line  No.  1,  Minnesota  line  No.  2,  and  the  Santiago  de  Cvba  line  No.  3. 
When  any  vessel  is  missing  the  vessels  behind  must  close  up.  All  the 
vessels  can,  with  safety,  get  in  closer  than  they  did  the  last  time.  For 
this  they  must  depend  on  the  lead  and  past  exi)erience. 

All  firing  against  earthworks  when  the  shell  burst  in  the  air  is  thrown 
away.  The  object  is  to  lodge  the  shell  in  the  para] lets,  and  tear  away 
the  traverses  under  which  the  bombproofs  are  located.  A  shell  now  and 
then  exploding  over  a  gun  en  barbette  may  have  good  effect,  but  there  is 
nothing  like  lodging  the  shell  before  it  explodes.  The  red  lines  on  the 
chart  indicate  the  object  each  ves3el  is  to  fire  at  as  near  as  we  can  make 
out  the  works. 

In  case  it  is  determined  to  land  the  troops  before  engaging  the  forts, 
signal  will  be  made.  Kach  vessel  will  have  her  boats  in  readiness  to  dis- 
embark the  troops  as  rapidly  as  possible.  When  the  signal  is  made  they 
m\\  run  in  and  anchor  close  to  the  shore,  covering  the  landing  with  their 
guns.  The  paddle  steamers  will  not  use  their  paddle  boats  (but  only 
their  davit  boats)  unless  ordered  to  do  so.  All  these  things  will  be 
regulated  by  signal.  All  the  precautions  observed  in  General  Order 
No.  75  will  be  observed  on  this  occasion. 

Fire  deliberately.  Fill  the  vessels  up  with  every  shell  they  can  carry, 
and  fire  to  dismount  the  guns  and  knock  away  the  traverses.  The  angle 
near  the  ships  has  heavy  casemates;  knock  it  away.  Concentrate  fire 
always  on  one  point.    With  the  guns  disabled  the  fort  will  soon  be  ours. 

No  vessel  will  retire  from  line  unless  in  a  sinking  condition,  nor  with- 
out permission. 

So  many  accidents  have  happened  with  the  100  pounder  rifles  that  I 
recommend,  if  they  be  used  at  all,  the  charges  be  reduced  to  7  pounds, 
and  as  the  time  fuzes  burst  after  leaving  tlie  gun,  fire  them  with  a  patch 
on,  or  fire  percussion  shell. 

When  the  troops  are  ready  for  the  assault  signal  will  be  made  to 
^^  Change  the  direction  of  the  fire"  by  hoisting  general  signal  2211  and 
blowing  the  steam  whistle,  which  whistle  every  vessel  will  repeat,  and 
officers  will  be  stationed  at  the  hatches  to  pass  the  word.  When  the 
signal  2211  is  made,  all  the  vessels  will  stop  firing  at  Fort  Fisher  and 
concentrate  their  fire  on   the  batteries  to  the  left  or  above  it,  the 
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Tcicony,  Kansas^  Unadilla^  Huron^  Maumee^  Pawtuxet^  Seneca^  FontoosuCj 
Nyack^  YantiCy  and  Nereus  giving  their  guns  great  elevation  and  firing 
over  to  reach  the  river,  to  disturb  any  rebel  troops  that  may  be  resting 
thjre.  To  avoid  accidents  by  firing  over  our  troops  by  tbese  last- 
mentioned  vessels,  the  patches  will  not  be  taken  oft'  ^he  shells  until  the 
assaulting  column  is  in  the  works. 

If  the  troops  are  driven  back  the  firing  will  be  directed  on  Fort  Fisher 
again,  when  the  signal  is  made,  and  this  plan  will  be  followed  from 
time  to  time  as  assaults  are  made  and  repulsed. 

There  is  one  thing  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention.  When  the 
range  is  once  obtained,  the  officer  of  division  should  note  in  a  book  the 
distance  marked  on  the  sight,  so  that  he  will  not  forget  it.  When 
the  smoke  becomes  thick  and  objects  dim,  a  reference  to  the  notes  and 
an  examination  to  see  if  the  sight  is  properly  set  will  assist  very  much 
in  insuring  accuracy  of  fire. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiralj  CamnMnding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Speeial  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  V,  8.  ITavy,  to  ooncentrato  the  fire  npon  the  enemy's 

ffoxu. 

Special  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  8.  )  Flagship  Malvern^  January  5, 1865. 

A.  great  many  shells  were  thrown  away  firing  at  the  fiagstafi*.  These 
are  generally  placed  at  a  point  to  entice  us  to  fire  at  them,  and  no  harm 
is  done  by  this  kind  of  firing.  Oommanders  are  directed  to  strictly 
enjoin  upon  their  officers  and  men  never  to  fire  at  the  flag  or  pole,  but 
to  pick  out  the  guns;  the  stray  shells  will  knock  the  flagstaff  down. 
Commanders  are  directed  particularly  not  to  show  their  plans  or  gen- 
eral orders  in  relation  to  this  expedition  to  anyone. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  landing 

parties. 

General  Orders,  )      North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  81.  )  Flagship  Malvern^  January  4, 1865. 

Before  going  into  action,  the  commander  of  each  vessel  will  detail  as 
many  of  his  men  as  he  can  spare  from  the  guns  as  a  landing  party. 

That  we  may  have  a  share  in  the  assault  when  it  takes  place,  the 
boats  will  be  kept  ready,  lowered  near  the  water  on  the  off  side  of  the 
vessels.  The  sailors  will  be  armed  with  cutlasses,  well  sharpened,  and 
with  revolvers.  When  the  signal  is  made  to  man  the  boats,  the  men 
will  get  in,  but  not  show  themselves.  When  signal  is  made  to  assault, 
the  boats  will  pull  around  the  stern  of  the  monitors  and  land  right 
abreast  of  them,  and  board  the  fort  on  the  run  in  a  seaman-like  way. 

The  marines  will  form  in  the  rear  and  cover  the  sailors.  While  the 
soldiers  are  going  over  the  parapets  in  front,  the  sailors  will  take  the 
sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher. 

We  can  land  2,000  men  from  the  fleet  and  not  feel  it.  Two  thousand 
active  men  from  the  fleet  will  carry  the  day. 

Two  boat  keepers  will  be  kept  in  each  boat 

David  D.  Porter, 
Eear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sia^iodx^f^. 
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General  oider  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Havy,  regarding  fignaUag. 

General  Orders,  )     North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[  Flaoship  Malvern, 

No.  82.  )  Beaufort^  N.  C,  January  5, 1865. 

The  diatingaishing  flags  of  the  diifereiit  lines  of  battle  will  be  as 
follows: 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  1,  one  black  ball  over  the  cornet  will  lie 
hoisted. 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  2,  two  black  balls  over  the  cornet  will  be 
hoisted. 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  «^,  three  black  balls  over  the  cornet  will 
be  hoisted. 

The  vessels  leading  these  lines  will  repeat  the  signals  made  by  the 
flagship. 

David  1).  Porter, 
Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  Havy,  regarding  the  morement  of  veiieli  to  the 

■oene  of  action. 

General  Orders,  )     North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

>  Flagship  Malvern, 

No.  84.  )  Beauforty  N.  6\,  January  6,  1865. 

When  ready  to  start,  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  tow  the  Canonicus; 
the  Fort  Jackson  the  Mahopac;  the  Alabama  the  SauguSy  and  the  Rhode 
Island  the  IHctatory  if  she  comes.  The  Mohican  will  go  ahead  of  the 
Monadnock  and  take  care  of  her;  the  Vanderbilt  will  tow  or  keep  com- 
pany with  the  Dictator,  and  the  Pontoosuc  will  go  ahead  of  the  Monad- 
nock to  guide  her,  as  her  compass  does  not  work.  When  the  vessels 
arrive  at  the  scene  of  action,  they  will  drop  into  their  respective  lines. 

Daatid  1>.  Pouter. 
Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  landing  of  troops  and  storee 

for  the  army. 

Special  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  10.  )  Flagship  MalverHy  January  .9,  186.^t. 

The  following  vessels  will  form  a  separate  line,  under  command  of 
Lieatenant-Commander  Upshur,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  pro- 
visions and  stores  for  the  army,  viz,  A.  D.  Vanccy  Fort  Douelson,  Ariesy 
Emmay  Lilian,  Tristram  Shandy,  Britannia,  and  the  ^yilderness.  llie 
Nansemondy  Moccasin,  and  Ldttle  Ada  will  act  as  messengers,  as  before. 

It  is  proposed  now  that  the  troops  shall  be  landed  before  any  attack 
is  made  on  the  fort  by  all  the  vessels.  The  Brooklyn  will  lead  in  with 
the  vessels  attached  to  her  line  and  anchor  in  a  position  to  cover  the 
landing  and  drive  away  the  rel)els,  if  any  are  there.  The  lauding  will 
probably  be  made  at  the  same  place  as  before. 

Line  No.  2  will  anchor  where  their  guns  can  reach  (somewhere  in 
about  5  fathoms  water  and  not  less),  and  where  they  can  fire  clear  of 
the  lirst  line. 

Line  No.  3  will  keep  underway  a  short  distance  outside  (he  other 
lines,  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require. 
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The  traDsports  will  anchor  in  line  oatside  of  line  No.  l/and  bo  ready 
to  deliver  their  troops  as  fast  as  the  boats  come  alongside.  All  the 
vessels  will  lower  their  boats  as  qaick  as  they  anchor  and  send  them  to 
the  transports,  line  No.  3  doing  the  same. 

When  the  troops  are  all  landed,  the  boats  will  be  hoisted  up  on  the 
port  side,  and  those  belonging  to  the  starboard  side  will  be  secured 
alongside  for  towing,  so  that  they  can  be  manned  at  a  moment's  notice 
when  the  assault  comes  off. 

If  practicable,  the  New  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  will  be  ordered  on 
to  bombard  the  fort  and  dismount  the  guns  while  the  troops  are  get- 
ting on  shore.  This  will  be  done  when  the  signal  is  made  to  the  New 
Ironsides  to  attack,  the  monitors  following  her. 

While  the  vessels  are  firing,  the  commanders  will  keep  an  intelligent 
officer  at  the  maintopmast  head,  to  regulate  the  firing  and  tell  the  effect 
of  the  shot.  The  commanders  of  smaller  vessels  will  have  a  like  look- 
out kept  at  the  maintopmast  head.  The  officers  aloft  will  note  all 
information  that  may  be  valuable,  as  they  can  see  what  is  going  on  in 
the  river  inside. 

Daved  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqtuidron. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  Havy,  to  Captain  Olinon,  XT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the  fire  from  that  venel. 

January  11, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  see  by  the  chart  that  the  fire  from  your  vessel  is  directed  upon 
Fort  Fisher. 

Instead  of  that,  you  will  fire  upon  the  same  batteries  as  the  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Shenandoah. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiral, 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Santiago  de  Cuba, 


Tianding  orders  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Havy. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina^  January  15y  1865. 

The  landing  party  will  land  out  of  gunshot- of  the  fort,  and  as  fast  as 
the  boats  get  rid  of  their  loads  they  will  be  shoved  off  and  the  boat 
keepers  will  pull  off'  and  hang  to  the  stem  of  the  Nansemond,  which 
vessel  will  be  anchored  off  the  landing. 

When  the  men  are  landed  they  will  be  formed  and  kept  together,  the 
marines  forming  by  themselves. 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  will  have  charge  of  the  men  with  shovels. 
He  will  advance  as  near  the  fort  as  he  safely  can,  without  running  the 
risk  of  a  single  man,  and  commence  throwing  up  rifie  pits  rapidly. 

He  will  first  advance  with  a  thin  line  of  sappers,  and  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  a  ditch  deep  enough  for  shelter  the  marines  will  go  in,  in  thin 
squads,  and  occupy  them. 

As  the  sand  is  thrown  up  high  enough  to  conceal  a  person,  other  sap- 
pers will  come  in  behind  and  dig  it  deeper.  There  will  be  required  a 
Si^-foot  ditch,  and  about  the  same  height  of  earth  thrown  out« 
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The  object  is  to  get  as  close  to  the  fort  as  possible  and  with  perfect 
safety,  so  that  the  men  will  have  shelter  to  go  to  in  case  of  the  enemy 
firing  grape  and  canister. 

The  officers  leading  the  men  mnst  make  them  keep  nnder  oommandy 
not  showing  themselves  until  the  signal  is  made  and  the  army  moves 
to  the  assault.  No  move  is  to  be  made  forward  until  the  army  charges, 
when  the  navy  is  to  assault  the  sea  or  southeast  face  of  the  work,  going 
over  with  cutlasses  drawn  and  revolvers  in  hand. 

The  marines  will  follow  after,  and  when  they  gain  the  edge  of  the 
parapet  they  will  lie  flat  and  pick  of!' the  enemy  in  the  works. 

The  sailors  will  charge  at  once  on  the  fieldpieces  in  the  fort  and  kill 
the  gunners.  The  mouths  of  the  bombproofs  must  be  secured  at  oncey 
and  no  quarter  given  if  the  enemy  fire  from  them  after  we  enter  the 
fort.  Any  man  who  straggles  or  disobeys  orders  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
rear  under  a  guard.  The  men  must  keep  their  flags  rolled  up  until 
they  are  on  top  of  the  parapets  and  inside  the  fort,  when  they  will 
hoist  them. 

Remember,  the  sailors  when  they  start  to  l>oard  are  to  go  with  a  msh, 
and  get  up  as  fast  as  they  can.  Officers  are  directed  not  to  leave  their 
companies  under  any  circumstances,  and  every  company  is  to  be  kept 
together. 

If,  when  our  men  get  into  the  fort,  the  enemy  commences  firing  on 
Fort  Fisher  from  the  Mound,  every  three  men  will  seize  a  prisoner, 
pitch  him  over  the  walls,  and  get  behind  the  fort  for  protection,  or  into 
the  bombproofs. 

The  fleet  captain  will  take  charge  of  the  landing  party,  and  all  the 
commands  will  report  to  him. 

He  represents  me  on  this  occasion,  and  all  his  orders  will  be  promptly 
obeyed. 

David  D.  Poetbr, 

Bear'Admiral. 


Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Captain  Olinon,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  aamme  charge  of 
the  landing  of  army  artiUery. 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  14y  1865. 
Dear  Captain  :  I  want  you  to  take  especial  charge  of  landing  the 
army  artillery,  which  must  go  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know 
you  will  do  this  quicker  than  anyone  else.  Take  all  the  force  in  your 
division.  I  have  sent  for  the  PowhatarCs  wheelhouse  boat,  with  landing 
skids;  she  will  report  to  you.  The  guns  must  be  got  on  shore  at  once, 
or  we  will  lose  our  chance. 

Do  not  wait  for  the  Powhatavfs  boat,  but  go  ahead  with  the  landing 
with  best  boats  you  can  get;  lash  two  together  and  put  a  platform  over 
them,  if  you  can  not  do  any  better. 

See  that  the  boats  have  good  kedges  to  keep  them  from  going  on  the 
beach. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Oaptain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8antiago  de  Cuba, 
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General  order  of  Major-Oeneral  Terry,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  order  of  advance  for  the 

traniports. 

General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Expeditionary  Force, 

No.  3.  J  Flagship  McClellan^  January  10^  1865. 

I.  On  sailing  from  this  point,  the  transports  will  follow  the  naval 
vessels  in  the  following  order: 

McClellanj  Atlantic^  Varuna^  Tonawanda,  JDe  Molny^  Thames^  Cham- 
piofij  Commodore  Du  Pont,  Montauk,  Idaho,  Euterpe^  H.  Livingstone^ 
Prometheus^  General  Lyon,  California,  Weyhossett,  North  Point,  Russia, 
Blackstone, 

The  distance  between  the  ships  will  be  as  small  as  is  consistent  with 
safety.  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  of  sailing.  In  case  of  the 
dispersion  of  the  fleet,  the  vessels  will  proceed  to  a  point  from  4  to  5 
miles  above  New  Inlet,  Forth  Carolina. 

II.  When  the  troops  are  to  be  disembarked  Admiral  Porter  intends 
to  place  a  division  of  his  fleet  close  to  and  parallel  with  the  beach  to 
cover  the  landing;  of  this  division  the  Brooklyn  will  be  the  leading 
(southernmost)  vessel. 

As  soon  as  this  division  has  taken  up  its  position  and  anchored,  the 
transports,  except  the  North  Point  and  Bla<}kstone,  will  move  in  and 
anchor  in  a  line  parallel  with,  and  2(K)  yards  outside  of  it,  the  Atlantic 
opposite  the  Brooklyn,  the  other  vessels  following  the  Atlantic  in  the 
order  prescribed  for  sailing  from  here;  the  North  Point  and  the  Black- 
stone  will  lie  on  the  right  of  the  second  line  of  naval  vessels  and  await 
orders. 

Should  any  vessel  be  missing,  the  next  in  order  will  close  up  and 
occupy  her  position. 

The  troops  will  be  landed  in  the  navy  boats  and  in  the  surfboats 
placed  on  the  transports;  these  last-named  boats  must  have  their  hoist- 
ing tackle  ready  hooked  on  as  the  shore  is  approached  and  must  be  got 
into  the  water  as  soon  as  the  anchors  are  dropi>ed;  details  of  sailors 
will  be  sent  from  the  navy  to  man  them. 

Probably  the  steam  tug  Eliza  Hancox  will  be  sent  to  the  Atlantic 
to  receive  the  troops  on  board  of  her  and  take  them  close  to  the  shore 
before  they  are  put  into  the  boats;  the  Hancox,  however,  must  not  be 
waited  for. 

III.  The  men  will  land  in  heavy  marching  order  with  three  days' 
cooked  rations  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  The  utmost  expedition 
must  be  used  in  landing,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  on  shore  the  regiments 
will  be  formed  ready  to  move.  Commanding  officers  are  cautioned  to 
get  their  men  in  hand  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  under  no  pretense  to 
permit  straggling  from  the  ranks. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Terry: 

Adrian  Terry, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Menage  from  Major-Oeneral  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting 
that  naval  venele  protect  his  line. 

Have  moved  all  my  men  down  to  this  point  and  here  intend  to  take 
position  across  the  peninsula  [between  Gape  Fear  River  and  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean],  and  I  have  left  one  brigade  to  guard  the  steamers  where 
we  landed.  I  should  like  some  of  your  vessels  to  cover  this  brigade 
and  some  to  cover  the  line  which  1  will  take  up. 

A.  H.  Terry, 
Major-General. 
Admiral  I^obter. 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porlar,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lientanant-Oeneral  Chrmat,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  landixig  of  the  army  foroe  under  Major-General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Malvbbn, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  January  14 ,  1865. 
Dear  General  :  The  forces  under  General  Terry  were  landed  yes- 
terday without  accident  or  opposition,  and  their  supplies  followed  imme- 
diately. Today  I  hope  to  finish  landing  the  guns,  which  will  be  all 
left  to  do.  General  Terry  is  throwing  up  a  breastwork  across  the  neck 
of  land  from  Battery  Anderson  to  the  river.  (Battery  Anderson  is 
called  by  us  Flag  Pond  battery.)  1  find  General  Terry  most  agreeable 
and  efficient,  but  I  think  from  the  way  he  is  going  to  work  that  he 
would  like  to  have  more  men.  This,  however,  is  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion  of  mine,  which  you  may  take  for  what  it  is  worth.  General 
Terry  has  said  nothing  about  wanting  more  men,  and,  I  judge,  is  one 
of  those  who  would  not  ask  for  reinforcements  unless  it  should  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Yesterday  afternoon,  after  landing  the  troops,  I  went 
with  a  portion  of  the  fleet  to  attack  the  fort.  Our  fire  completely 
silenced  them  as  usual.  The  ironclads  fired  nearly  all  day  yesterday 
and  the  fort  bears  many  scars,  but  I  can  not  tell  how  much  harm  was 
done.  We  suffered  no  loss  whatever. 
Most  truly,  yours, 

David  D.  Poeter, 

Kear-AdmirtU. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  (^eant. 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  small-arms  ammunition  is  wanted,  as  some  was  wot  in  land- 
ing; provisions  also.  We  can  not  average  more  than  two  days  a  week 
in  which  anything  can  be  landed  safely. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  flnt  day's  bombardment 

FLA(Jsnii»  Malvern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  7  /,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  operations  have  been 
renewed  against  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

Since  the  first  attack  on  that  place,  and  the  subsequent  withdrawal 
of  the  troops,  I  have  been  employed  in  filling  the  ships  with  ammuni- 
tion and  coal.  The  difiiculties  we  have  had  to  encounter  no  one  can 
conceive.  All  our  work  had  to  be  done  with  the  larger  vessels  anchored 
on  tlie  coast  exposed  (yon  may  almost  say  at  sea)  to  the  violent  gales 
that  blow  here  almost  incessantly.  On  these  gales  the  enemy  depend 
to  break  up  our  operations.  We  will  see.  We  have  gone  through 
about  the  worst  of  it,  have  held  on  through  gales  heavy  enough  to  drive 
anything  to  sea,  and  we  have  sustained  no  damage  whatever. 

After  the  troops  arrived  the  weather  set  in  bad  and  the  gale  was  very 
hea^.  As  soon  as  it  was  over  I  got  underway  on  the  LUh  instant,  and 
forming  the  vessels  in  three  lines,  with  the  transi)orts  in  company,  1 
steamed  for  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  fleet  took  its  station  in  three  lines, 
close  to  the  beach,  and  the  boats  were  sent  at  once  to  take  off  the 
troops.  These  were  landed,  with  about  twelve  days'  provisions,  at  about 
2  o'clock  p.  m. 

This  time  I  pursued  a  diflferent  plan  in  attacking  the  rebel  works. 
I  sent  in  the  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  Radford,  l^uling  the  monitors 
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8augu8^  CanoniciiSj  Monadnocky  aud  Mahopac.  At  7 :  30  a.  m.  the  forts 
opened  on  them  as  they  approached,  but  they  quietly  took  up  their  old 
position,  withiu  1,000  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  aud  when  ready  they  opened 
their  batteries.  In  this  way  I  tempted  the  enemy  to  engage  the  moni- 
tors that  we  might  see  what  guns  he  had,  and  seeing  where  they  were 
be  able  to  dismount  them  by  our  iire. 

Quite  a  spirited  engagement  went  on  between  the  forts  and  the  Iron- 
sides and  monitors.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  the  iron  vessels  had  the 
best  of  it;  traverses  began  to  disappear  and  the  southern  angle  of  Fort 
Fisher  commenced  to  look  very  dilapidated. 

The  guns  were  silenced,  one  after  the  other,  and  only  one  heavy  gun 
in  the  southern  angle  kept  up  its  lire. 

The  fire  of  this  gun  was  not  at  all  accurate,  as  it  inflicted  no  damage 
on  the  iron  vessels.    They  were  hit,  though,  several  times. 

By  way  of  letting  the  enemy  know  that  we  had  some  shell  left  on 
board  the  wooden  ships,  and  did  not  intend  to  take  any  unfair  advan- 
tage of  him  by  using  the  iron  vessels  alone,  I  ordered  line  No.  1  (on  the 
plan),  lead  by  Captain  Alden,  of  the  Brooklyn,  and  line  No.  2,  lead  by 
Commodore  Thatcher,  of  the  Color  ado  j  to  go  in  and  attack  the  batteries. 
This  wa$>  done  in  the  handsomest  manner;  not  a  mistake  was  committed 
except  firing  too  rapidly  and  making  too  much  smoke. 

The  heavy  fire  of  the  large  vessels  shut  up  the  enemy's  guns  at  once, 
and  after  firing  till  atler  dark  the  wooden  vessels  dropped  out  to  their 
anchorage.  The  Ironsides  and  monitors  maintained  their  positions 
through  the  night,  firing  a  shell  now  and  then.  They  are  now  lying 
within  1,000  yards  of  the  fort  and  one  of  the  monitors  within  700  yards, 
aud  the  fort  does  not  fire  a  gun  at  them,  thinking  no  doubt,  that  it  is  a 
waste  of  powder. 

The  firing  from  the  fleet  will  commence  as  soon  as  we  get  breakfast, 
and  be  kept  up  as  long  as  the  Ordnance  Department  provides  us  with 
shells  and  guns. 

There  is  a  perfect  understanding  between  General  Terry  and  myself. 
I  believe  everything  has  been  done  to  suit  him.  I  have  heard  no  com- 
plaints, and  know  that  we  have  felt  every  disposition  to  help  the  Army 
along. 

A  detailed  report  of  our  operations  here  will  be  sent  in  wlien  we  get 
through.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  our  success.  The  forts  will  be  used 
up  soon.  We  have  a  respectable  force  landed  on  a  strip  of  land,  which 
our  naval  guns  completely  command,  and  a  place  of  defense  which 
would  enable  us  to  hold  on  against  a  very  large  army. 

I  will  report  to  you  by  every  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watthingtonj  D.  C, 


[Telegram.] 

Off  Foet  Fishee,  January  15, 1865. 

(Received  11:30  a.  m.,  January  17.) 
SiE:  Fort  Fisher  is  ours.    I  send  a  bearer  of  dispatches  with  a  brief 
account  of  the  affair.    General  Terry  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise 
and  the  gratitude  of  his  country  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  con- 
ducted his  part  of  the  operations.    He  is  my  beau  ideal  of  a  8ol<i\ft\  ^\A 
N  w  B— VOL  11 2^ 
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a  general.  Our  cooperation  has  been  most  cordial.  The  result  is  vic- 
tory, which  will  always  be  ours  when  the  Army  and  Navy  go  hand  in 
hand.  The  Navy  loss  in  the  assault  was  heavy.  The  Army  loss  is  also 
heavy. 

D.  I).  PORTEE, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U,  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  ojf  Fort  Flit  her,  January  i5, 1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  possession  of  Fort 
Fisher,  and  the  fall  of  the  surrounding  works  will  soon  follow.  As  I 
informed  you  in  my  last  we  had  commenced  operations  with  the  iron 
vessels,  which  bombarded  while  we  landed  the  troops.  On  the  14th  I 
ordered  all  the  vessels  carrying  Xl-inch  guns  to  bombard,  with  the  Iron- 
«ul€8j  the  lirooklyn  taking  the  lead;  by  sunset  the  fort  was  reduced  to 
a  pulp;  every  gun  was  silenced  by  being  injured  or  covered  up  with 
earth  so  that  they  would  not  work. 

On  the  15th  General  Terry  and  myself  arranged  for  an  assault,  and  I 
ordered  1,400  sailors  and  marines  to  participate.  At  daylight  the  iron 
vessels,  BrooJclyn,  and  Xl-inch  gunboats  commenced  battering  the 
work,  while  the  troops  made  a  lodgment  within  150  yards  of  the  fort. 
At  10  o^clock  all  the  vessels  steamed  in  and  took  their  stations,  oi)ening 
a  heavy  lire,  which  was  kept  up  until  3  p.  m.,  when  tlie  signal  wa«  made 
to  assault,  the  soldiers  taking  the  land  side  and  the  sailors  the  sea  face, 
the  ships  changing  (but  not  stopping)  their  (ire  to  other  works.  The 
rebels  met  us  with  a  courage  worthy  of  a  better  cause  and  fought  des- 
perately. About  30  of  the  sailors  and  officers  succeeded  in  getting 
to  the  top  of  the  parapet  amidst  a  murderous  fire  of  grape,  canister, 
and  musketry;  they  had  planted  the  flag  there,  but  were  swept  away 
ill  a  moment.  Others  tried  to  get  up  the  steep  '*pan  coupee."  The 
marines  could  have  cleared  the  parapets  by  keeping  up  a  steady  fire, 
but  they  failed  to  do  so  and  the  sailors  were  repulsed. 

Many  gallant  fellows  fell  trying  to  emulate  their  brothers  in  arms 
who  were  fighting  to  obtain  an  entrance  on  the  northeast  angle  as  it 
ap])ears  on  our  charts. 

Tiie  enemy  mistook  the  seamen's  attack  for  the  main  body  of  troops 
and  opposed  a  most  vigorous  resistance  there,  but  I  witnessed  it  all 
iind  think  the  marines  could  have  made  the  assault  successful.  In  the 
meantime  our  gallant  soldiers  had  gained  a  foothold  on  the  northeast 
[northwest]  corner  of  the  fort,  fighting  like  lions,  .and  contesting  every 
inch  of  ground.  The  TronsidvH  and  monitors  kept  throwing  their  shells 
into  the  traverses  not  occupied  by  our  men  but  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

In  this  way  our  troops  fought  from  traverse  to  traverse  from  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  until  10  at  night.  When  the  joyful  tidings  were  sig- 
naled to  the  fleet  we  stopped  our  fire  and  gave  them  three  of  the 
heartiest  cheers  I  ever  heard. 

It  has  been  the  most  terrific  struggle  I  ever  saw,  and  very  much  hard 
labor.  The  trooi)s  have  covered  themselves  with  glory,  and  General 
Terry  is  my  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier  and  a  general. 
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Our  cooperation  has  been  most  harmonious,  and  I  think  the  general 
will  do  the  Navy  the  credit  to  say  that  this  time,  at  least,  we  **  sub- 
stantially injured  the  ibrt  as  a  defensive  work." 

General  Terry  had  only  a  few  more  troops  than  we  had  on  the  last 
occasion  when  the  enemy  had  only  150  men  in  the  works.  This  time 
the  works  were  fully  manned  and  contained  about  800  men  at  the  time 
of  the  assault. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  to  see  my  gallant  Officers  and 
men  so  cut  up,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  let  the  troops  undertake  the 
capture  of  the  works  without  the  Navy's  sharing  with  them  the  peril 
all  were  anxious  to  undergo,  and  we  should  have  had  the  honor  of 
meeting  our  brothers  in  arms  in  the  works  had  the  sailors  been 
proi)erly  8n])ported.  We  have  lost  about  200  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  amongst  them  some  gallant  officers. 

I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter.  They  were  captured  together  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Sumter  and  died  together  in  endeavoring  to  pull  down  the  flag 
that  has  so  long  flaunted  in  our  faces. 

Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson  was  severely  wounded.  He  was  lately 
associated  with  Lieutenant  Preston  in  his  i>erilous  adventure  of  the 
powder  boat. 

Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache  and  a  number  of  others  were  wounded; 
the  former  not  dangerously. 

The  assault  only  took  place  a  few  hours  ago,  and  I  am  unable  to 
inform  you  of  our  casualties.  They  are  quite  severe  from  the  assault, 
but  we  had  no  casualties  from  the  enemy's  cannon. 

Knowing  the  impatience  of  the  Department  to  receive  news  irom 
Fort  Fisher,  I  have  written  these  few  hurried  lines. 

No  one  can  conceive  what  the  Army  and  Navy  have  gone  through  to 
achieve  this  victorj^ — which  should  have  been  ours  on  Christmas  Day 
without  the  loss  of  a  dozen  men. 

This  has  been  a  day  of  terrific  struggle,  and  not  surpassed  by  any 
events  of  the  war. 

We  are  all  worn  out  nearly,  and  you  must  excuse  this  brief  and 
unsatisfactory  account.  1  will  write  fully  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuha^ 
which  goes  north  to-moiTow  to  carry  the  wounded. 

Besides  the  men  in  Fort  Fisher  there  were  about  600  in  the  upper  forts, 
and  a  relief  of  about  1,500  men  brought  down  by  steamers  this  morn- 
ing. So  far,  I  believe  we  have  only  captured  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

I  don't  suppose  there  ever  was  a  work  subjected  to  such  a  terrific 
bombardment,  or  where  the  appearance  of  a  fort  was  more  altered. 

There  is  not  a  spot  of  earth  about  the  fort  that  has  not  been  torn  up 
by  our  shells.  1  don't  know  yet  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  by 
our  fire,  but  one  XV-inch  shell  alone  pierced  a  bombproof,  killing  16 
;md  wounding  severely  25. 

1  presume  we  are  in  possession  of  all  the  forts,  as  Fort  Fisher  com- 
mands them  all.  It  is  so  late  now  that  I  can  learn  nothing  more  until 
morning. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  all  the  worki  on  Fadenl 

Point 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fishery  January  16j  1865. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday.    We  have  all  the  forts.    The  army  has 
captured  1,800  men  and  a  large  namber  of  officers,  inclading  Oeneral 
Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb. 

The  gunboats  are  now  in  the  river  and  Wilmington  is  hermetically 
sealed  against  blockade  runners.  The  rebels  have  destroyed  the  works 
on  Smith's  Island,  and  if  they  don't  destroy  Fort  Caswell  it  is  no  use 
to  them;  we  will  get  that  after  a  little  while.  You  must  not  expect 
too  much  of  us  at  one  time — these  works  are  tremendous.  I  was  in 
Fort  Malakoif  a  few  days  after  it  surrendered  to  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish ;  the  combined  armies  of  the  two  nations  were  many  months  cap- 
turing that  stronghold,  and  it  won't  compare  either  in  size  or  strength 
to  Fort  Fisher.  The  fort  contains  75  guns,  and  many  of  them  heavy 
ones. 

I  have  not  yet  learned  what  our  casualties  are  in  killed  and  wounded, 
but  I  think  300  will  cover  them  all. 

We  had  a  bad  explosion  in  the  fort  this  morning  which  killed  and 
wounded  a  number  of  men,  about  100.  Some  of  our  seamen  were  blown 
up,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  R.  H.  Gillette,  of  the  Oeityshurgj 
was  killed.    I  don't  know  how  many  of  the  troops  were  killed. 

I  will  send  a  detailed  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get  off  the  wounded 
and  arrange  matters  generally. 
The  world  never  saw  such  fighting  as  our  soldiers  did. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  I^orter, 

Rear- Admiral.^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  lists  of  casualties. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher^  January  17 ,  1865, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  make  you  a  short  report  on  the  1 5th,  stating 
to  you  that  l^'ort  Fisher  had  been  captured  by  the  military  and  naval 
forces  now  here.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  now  a  detailed  report  of  the 
()])erations,  having  received  till,  or  nearly  all,  the  information  required 
to  make  out  a  complete  report. 

As  soon  a.s  Major-General  Terry  arrived  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  which  he 
did  OH  the  Sth  December  [January],  we  arranged  together  a  plan  of 
operations  which  has  proved  suc'cessful. 

The  weather  was  threatening,  and  I  advised  the  general  to  get  his 
transports  inside  the  harbor  to  avoid  the  violence  of  the  coming  gale; 
most  of  them,  however,  laid  outside. 

The  gale  blew  very  heavy  for  two  days  and  nights.  The  ships  of  war 
all  held  on  and  rode  out  at  their  anchors,  except  the  Colorado^  which 
vessel  was  obliged  to  go  to  sea,  having  only  one  anchor  left,  with  which 
alone  she  could  not  possibly  have  ridden  out  the  gale,  the  sea  being 
very  heavy  from  the  S.  W.  and  breaking  clear  over  the  vessels.  Know- 
ing that  the  transports  had  arrived,  the  commanders  all  made  strenuous 
eftbrts  to  keep  their  vessels  at  anchor  off  Beaufort,  to  be  ready  for  the 
move  that  was  about  to  be  made. 
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Having  expended  almost  every  shot  and  shell  in  the  first  bombard- 
ment, it  became  necessary  to  take  in  about  15,000  more  and  fill  up  with 
coal,  which  was  done  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  the  large 
vessels  all  lying  outside  in  a  heavy  sea,  and  filling  up  as  best  they 
could.  The  fleet,  accompanied  by  the  transports,  steamed  away  on  the 
12th  for  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  wind  being  fair  and  moderate  I  was  in 
hopes  that  we  would  be  able  to  land  the  troops  by  9  or  10  o'clock  that 
night.  The  wind  changing  to  S.  W.,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  oft*  Half 
Moon  battery  for  the  night. 

The  fleet  sailed  in  three  columns.  Line  Fo.  1,  led  by  the  Brooklyn^ 
Captain  James  Alden,  consisted  of  the  Mohican^  Commander  Daniel 
Ammen;  Tacony^  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun;  Kansas j 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough;  Yantic^  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander T.  C.  Harris;  Unadilla^  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay; 
Hurouj  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge;  Maumeej  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Ralph  Chandler;  Pequotj  Lieu  tenant- Commander  D.  L. 
Braine;  Pawtuxet^  Commander  J.  H.  Spotts;  8eneca^  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander M.  Sicard;  Pantoosucy  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple; 
NereuSj  Commander  J.  C.  Howell. 

Line  Fo.  2,  Minnesota^  Commodore  Joseph  Lanman,  leading,  consisted 
of  the  Colorado,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher;  Wabashy  Captain  M. 
Smith;  Susquehanna,  GommodoTe 8.  W.Qodon',  Potr^/an,  Commodore 
J.  F.  Schenck;  Juniata,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S.  Phelps;  Shenan- 
doah, Captain  D.  B.  Ridgley ;  Ticonderoga,  Captain  Charles  Steedman; 
Vanderbilt,  Captain  C.  W.  Pickering;  Mackinaw,  Commander  J.  C, 
Beaumont;  Tuscarora,  Commander  J.  M.  Frailey. 

Line  No.  3,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  leading,  consisted 
ot  the  Fort  Jackson,  Captain  B.  F.  Sands;  Osceola,  Commander  J.  M.  B. 
Clitz;  Sassacus,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis;  Chippewa^  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander E.  B.  Potter;  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Commander  C.  H.  B. 
Caldwell;  Maratanza,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young; 
Rhode  Island,  Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard;  Monticello,  Lieutenant 
W.  B.  Cushing;  Alabama,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Lang- 
thorne;  Montgomery,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn;  Iosco, 
Commander  John  Guest 

The  reserve  division,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  in 
the  A.  I).  Vance,  consisted  of  the  Britannia^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant W.  B.  Sheldon;  Tristram  Shandy^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
F.  M.  Green;  Lilian,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris;  Fort 
Donelson,  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost;  Wilderness,  Acting  Master  H. 
Arey;  Aries,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Wells;  Gov.  Bucking- 
ham, Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiarmid;  the  Nansemond 
(Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter),  Little  Ada  (Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts), 
Eolus  (Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser),  2kiidRepublic  (Acting Ensign  J.  W. 
Bennett)  being  used  as  dispatch  vessels. 

Great  enthusiasm  was  displayed  in  the  fleet  when  it  was  ascertained 
that  troops  had  come  to  renew  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  for  great  was 
the  disappointment  on  account  of  the  late  failure. 

Some  of  the  vessels  that  accompanied  the  last  expedition  were  badly 
damaged  in  various  ways.  The  Sassacus  had  both  rudders  disabled, 
but  her  energetic  commander,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  was 
ready  in  time.  The  Mackinaw,  Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  had  one  of 
her  boilers  knocked  to  pieces,  but  her  commander  would  go  on  one 
boiler. 

The  Osceola,  Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz,  in  the  same  condition,  one 
boiler  smashed  up  with  shot  and  a  hole  near  the  bottom^  was  reaA^  tot 
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anything,  and  1  heard  no  complaints  from  anyone.  With  snch  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  officers,  I  anticipated  the  most  favorable 
result. 

At  daylight  on  the  13th  instant  line  No.  1  took  position  within  600 
yards  of  the  beach  to  land  the  troops,  lines  No.  2  and  3  anchoring  close 
to  and  outside  of  them,  and  the  reserves  taking  charge  of  the  provision 
vessels. 

At  8 :  30  a.  m.  signal  was  made  to  the  Heet  to  send  boats  to  transports 
to  land  troops.  At  2  p.  m.  we  had  landed  8,000  men  with  12  days'  i)ro- 
visions  and  all  their  intrenching  tools. 

In  the  meantime  the  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  William  Badford; 
Saugus\  Commander  E.  K.  Oolhoun ;  Cammicus^  Lieutenant-Commander 
George  E.  Belknap;  3/aAojp<w%  Lientenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver; 
and  Monadnock,  Commander  B.  G.  Parrott,  were  ordered  in  to  take  a 
nearer  position,  the  outside  vessel  (the  Ironsides)  being  1,000  yards  from 
Fort  Fisher,  which  was  the  princi])al  work,  and  on  which  the  iron  ves- 
sels were  ordered  to  pour  all  their  tire  and  endeavor  to  dismount  all  tlie 
guns.    They  got  into  position  aboiit  8  a.  m.  and  opened  fire  deliberately. 

The  troops  having  all  landed  without  opposition,  at  3  p.  m.  1  signaled 
line  No.  2  to  get  underway  and  go  in  and  attack.  Line  No.  1  was  sig- 
naled to  take  position  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and  line  No.  3  was  to 
remain  and  cover  the  landing  party  and  get  the  tield  artillery  on  shore. 

The  diflerent  lines,  having  formed  into  line  of  battle,  steamed  toward 
Fort  Fisher,  the  Colorado  leading  (the  Minnesota  having  got  a  hawser 
around  her  propeller).  The  vessels  took  their  positions  handsomely 
(having  had  some  practice  at  that  place)  and  delivered  their  fire  as 
they  fell  in.  The  rapid  fire  [of  the]  monitors  and  Ironsides  kept  the 
rebels  partly  away  from  their  guns,  and  they  inflicted  no  damage  on  the 
fieet,  the  firing  being  very  unsteady.  Indeed,  I  don't  see  how  they 
could  fire  at  all  after  lines  Nos.  1  and  2  got  fairly  anchored  in  position ; 
the  bombardment  was  very  rapid  and  severe.  This  was  continued 
without  intermission  from  4  p.  m.  until  some  time  after  dark,  when  the 
wooden  vessels  were  ordered  to  haul  out  and  anchor.  The  monitors 
and  Ironsides  were  directed  to  keep  up  the  lire  during  the  night. 
The  enemy  had  long  ceased  to  respond  to  our  fire  and  kept  in  his 
bombproofs. 

I  could  see  that  our  fire  had  damaged  some  of  their  guns,  and  I  deter- 
mined beibre  the  army  went  to  the  assault  there  should  be  no  guns 
(within  our  reach)  to  arrest  their  progress. 

Having  found  that  the  rebels  could  still  bring  some  heavy  guns  to 
bear,  which  annoyed  us  somewhat,  I  determined  to  try  another  plan, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  ordered  in  all  the  small  gunboats  car- 
rying Xl-inch  guns  to  fire  slowly  and  try  and  dismount  the  guns  on 
the  face  of  the  works  where  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  The  Brooklyn 
was  ordered  to  throw  in  a  pretty  (juick  fire  to  keej)  the  rebels  from  work- 
ing their  guns.  The  attack  was  coinmeneed  at  1  p.  ni.  and  lasted  until 
long  after  dark.  One  or  two  guns  only  were  fired  this  day  from  the 
upper  batteries,  infiicting  no  serious  damage  on  any  of  the  vessels, 
except  cutting  away  the  mainmast  of  the  Huron  and  hitting  the  Una- 
dilla  once  or  twice.  These  guns  were  always  silenced  when  a  rapid  fire 
was  opened.  The  attack  of  the  gunboats  lasted  until  long  after  dark, 
and  one  vessel  was  employed  firing  (an  hour  each)  throughout  the 
night.  On  this  evening  General  Terry  came  on  board  to  see  me  and 
arrange  the  plan  of  battle  for  the  next  day.  The  troops  had  got  rested 
after  their  long  confinement  on  shi]>  board  and  sea  voyage,  and  had 
recovered  from  the  drenching  they  received  when  landing  through  the 
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sarf.  Having  been  loDg  enough  on  their  native  element,  they  were 
eager  for  the  attack. 

It  was  arranged  between  the  General  and  myself  that  the  ships  should 
all  go  in  early  and  fire  rapidly  through  the  day  until  the  time  for  the 
assault  came  off.  The  hour  named  was  2  p.  m.  I  detailed  1,600  sailors 
and  400  marines  to  accompany  the  troops  in  the  assault — the  sailors  to 
board  the  sea  face,  while  the  troops  assaulted  the  laud  side. 

Most  all  of  the  sailors  were  armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  while 
a  number  had  Sharps  rities  or  short  carbines.  I  herewith  enclose  the 
order  of  attack  on  the  fort,  and  the  manner  of  approaching  it.  There 
was  a  perfect  understanding  between  the  general  and  myself,  and  a 
system  of  signals  establish^  (by  the  Army  code)  by  which  we  could 
converse  at  our  pleasure,  though  nearly  a  mile  apart  and  amidst  the  din 
of  battle. 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  15th  the  squadron  was  signaled  to  attack  in  three 
lines,  or  assume  position  marked  on  the  plan  herewith  enclosed. 

All  the  vessels  reached  position  at  about  11  a.  m.,  and  each  opened 
fire  as  they  got  their  anchors  down. 

The  same  guns  in  the  upper  batteries  opened  again  this  day  with 
some  efltect,  as  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  different 
commanders,  but  no  vessel  was  injured  sufiiciently  to  interfere  in  the 
least  with  her  efficiency.  The  fire  was  kept  up  furiously  all  day.  The 
Mound  Hill  battery  kept  up  rather  a  galling  fire  with  its  two  heavy 
guns,  but  the  rebels  were  driven  away  from  their  works  into  their  bomb- 
proofe,  so  that  no  vessel  was  in  the  least  disabled. 

At  2  o'clock  I  expected  the  signal  for  the  vessels  to  '^  change  the 
direction  of  their  fire,"  so  that  the  troops  might  assault.  The  sailors 
and  marines  had  worked,  by  digging  ditches  or  rifie  pits,  to  within  200 
yards  of  the  fort,  and  were  all  ready.  The  troops,  however,  did  not  get 
into  position  until  later,  and  at  3  o'clock  the  signal  came.  The  vessels 
changed  their  fire  to  the  upper  batteries,  all  the  steam  whistles  were 
blown,  and  the  troops  and  sailors  dashed  ahead,  nobly  vying  with  each 
other  to  reach  the  top  of  the  parapet.  We  had  evidently  (we  thought) 
injured  all  the  large  guns  so  that  they  could  not  be  fired  to  annoy  any- 
one. The  sailors  took  to  the  assault  by  the  fiauk  along  the  beach, 
while  the  troops  rushed  in  at  the  left  through  the  palisades,  that  had 
been  knocked  away  by  the  fire  of  our  guns. 

All  the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  sailors  had  been  well  carried 
out;  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  witliin  a  short  distance  of  the 
fort  and  laid  securely  in  their  ditches.  We  had  but  very  few  killed  and 
wounded  to  this  point.  The  marines  were  to  have  held  the  rifie  pits 
and  cover  the  boarding  party,  which  they  failed  to  do.  On  rushing 
through  the  palisades,  which  extended  from  the  fort  to  the  sea,  the  head 
of  the  column  received  a  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which  did 
not,  however,  check  the  officers  and  sailors  who  were  leading;  the  par- 
apets now  swarmed  with  rebels,  who  poured  in  a  destructive  tire  of 
musketry.  At  this  moment,  had  the  marines  performed  their  duty, 
every  one  of  the  rebels  on  the  parapets  would  have  been  killed. 

I  witnessed  the  whole  affair;  saw  how  recklessly  the  rebels  exposed 
themselves,  and  what  an  advantage  they  gave  our  sharpshooters,  whose 
guns  were  scarcely  fired,  or  fired  with  no  precision.  Notwithstanding 
the  hot  fire,  officers  and  sailors  in  the  lead  rushed  on,  and  some  even 
reached  the  parapet — a  large  number  having  reached  the  ditch. 

The  advance  was  swept  from  the  parapet  like  chaff,  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efforts  made  by  commanders  of  companies  to  stop  them, 
the  men  in  the  rear,  seeing  the  slaughter  in  iiront  and  that  they  were  not 
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covered  by  the  marines,  commenced  to  retreat,  and,  as  there  is  oo  stop- 
ping a  sailor  if  he  fails  on  sach  an  occasion  on  the  first  rash,  I  saw  the 
whole  thing  had  to  be  given  up.  In  the  meantime  the  troops  were 
more  snccessful  on  their  side.  The  rebels,  seeing  so  large  a  body  of  men 
coming  at  them  on  the  sea  side,  were  under  the  impression  it  was  the 
main  attack,  and  concentrated  the  largest  part  of  their  forces  at  that 
IM)int,  and  when  they  gave  three  rebel  cheers,  thinking  they  had  gained 
the  day,  they  received  a  volley  of  musketry  in  their  backs  from  our  gal- 
lant soldiers  who  had  been  su<*.ce8sful  in  gaining  the  highest  parapet. 
Then  commenced  such  a  system  of  fighting  as  has  never  been  beaten. 
Our  soldiers  had  gained  two  traverses,  while  I  directed  the  Ironsides 
to  fire  on  the  traverses  occupied  by  the  rebels.  Four,  five,  and  six  trav- 
erses were  carried  by  our  troops  in  the  space  of  an  hour.  These 
traverses  are  immense  bomb])roofs,  about  (>()  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and 
20  feet  high — 17  of  them  in  all — being  on  the  northeast  face.  Be- 
tween each  traverse  or  bombproof  are  one  or  two  heavy  guns.  The 
fighting  lasted  until  10  o'clock  at  night,  the  Ironsides  and  monitors  firing 
through  the  traverses  in  advance  of  our  troops,  and  the  level  strip  of 
land  called  Federal  Point  being  enfiladed  by  the  ships  to  prevent  rein- 
forcements reaching  the  rebels. 

General  Terry  himself  went  into  the  fort,  and  I  kept  up  constant 
communication  with  him,  until  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  taken 
up  by  the  fleet,  announced  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  Finding  that  the 
general  felt  anxious  about  the  enemy  receiving  reinforcements,  I  directed 
the  sailors  and  marines  to  relieve  the  troops  in  the  outer  line  of  our 
defenses,  and  a  large  number  of  soldiers  were  thus  enabled  to  join  our 
forces  in  the  fort. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  remark  here  that  I  never  saw  anything 
like  the  fearless  gallantry  and  endurance  displayed  by  our  troops;  they 
fought  like  lions,  and  knew  no  such  word  as  fail.  They  finally  fought 
and  chased  the  rebels  from  traverse  to  traverse  until  th(»y  reached  Bat- 
tery Lamb,  or  the  Mound— a  face  of  work  extending  about  1,400  yards 
in  length.  At  this  point  the  rebels  broke  and  fled  to  the  end  of  Fed- 
eral Point.  Our  troops  followed  them  up,  and  they  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  remarkable  battles  on  record,  and  one 
which  will  do  more  damage  to  the  rebel  cause  than  any  that  has  taken 
])lace  this  war.  Two  thousand  three  hundred  rebels  manned  Fort 
Fisher;  1,900  were  taken  prisoners;  the  rest  were  killed  or  wounded. 
I  may  have  stated  some  inaccuracies  with  regard  to  these  military  mat- 
ters, whicii  1  will  leave  to  General  Terry  to  supply. 

I  have  since  visited  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjoining  works,  and  find 
their  strength  greatly  beyond  what  I  had  conceived;  an  engineer  might 
be  excusable  in  saying  they  could  not  be  captured  except  by  regular 
siege.    1  wonder  even  now  how  it  was  done. 

The  work,  as  I  said  before,  is  really  stronger  than  the  Malakoff  Tower, 
which  defied  so  long  the  combined  power  of  France  and  P^ngland,  and 
yet  it  is  captui  ed  by  a  handful  of  men  under  the  fire  of  the  guns  of  the 
fleet,  and  in  seven  hours  after  the  attack  commenced  in  earnest. 

1  can  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  this  fleet  during 
the  time  we  have  been  engaged  in  these  operations.  I  do  not  know  an 
officer  in  command  w  ho  has  not  performed  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.  Tiiere  may  be  some  who  have  done  better  than  others,  but, 
after  all,  that  in.ay  be  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  or  a  matter  of  prejudice 
or  partiality;  all  did  their  best,  and  we  can  ask  no  more.  To  make 
invidious  distinctions  in  a  report  of  this  kind  would  be  causing  matter 
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for  dispute,  and  I  shall  content  myself  with  saying  that  the  Government 
may  well  be  proud  of  those  whom  it  has  intrusted  here  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  vessels. 

I  leave  each  commander  to  tell  what  his  subordinates  have  done,  and 
refer  the  Department  to  the  reports  of  divisional  commanders  for  an 
account  of  what  they  saw  and  did.  I  will,  however,  make  a  special 
report  of  what  I  consider  due  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
contest  and  have  persistently  fought  for  the  Union. 

I  refer  you  to  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R.  Breese,  who  led  the 
assault.  The  result  was  not  what  I  expected  when  I  planned  the  attack, 
but  it  would  have  succeeded  without  severe  loss  had  the  marines  per- 
formed their  duty.  As  it  is,  we  have  lost  heavily,  and  the  country  has 
lost  some  gallant  officers  who  fell  on  the  enemy's  ramparts. 

The  success  is  so  great  that  we  should  not  complain.  Men,  it  seems, 
must  die  that  this  Union  may  live,  and  the  Constitution  under  which 
we  have  gained  our  prosperity  must  be  maintained.  We  regret  our 
companions  in  arms  and  shed  a  tear  over  their  remains,  but  if  these 
rebels  should  succeed  we  would  have  nothing  but  regret  left  us  and  our 
lives  would  be  spent  in  terror  and  sorrow. 

As  soon  as  the  forts  were  taken  I  pushed  the  light-draft  gunboats 
into  the  river;  that  is,  as  soon  as  I  could  find  and  buoy  out  a  channel 
and  take  up  the  torpedoes,  which  were  very  thick.  We  found  the  wires 
leading  to  many,  and  underrun  them  with  boats.  We  found  the  tor- 
pedoes too  heavy  to  lift  with  our  ordinary  boats,  and  they  must  have 
contained  at  least  a  ton  of  powder.  The  rebels  seemed  disposed  to  pay 
us  back  for  the  famous  torpedo  Louisiana^  which  exploded  in  their 
harbor  and  did  them  no  harm. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  vessels  across  the  bar  and  into 
the  river,  as  the  channel  is  very  narrow  and  the  bar  very  shoal.  A  few 
of  them  got  stuck,  but  were  got  off  again  with  the  tide.  We  all  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  wo  had  followed  the  right  plan  to  capture  Fort 
Fisher,  one  in  which  the  nautical  man  of  any  sense  will  concur.  After 
I  got  three  of  the  gunboats  inside  the  bar  and  under  the  Mound,  the 
rebels  prepared  to  evacuate  Fort  Caswell.  Two  steamers  near  the  fort 
(which  I  think  were  the  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga)  were  set  fire  to 
and  blown  up  after  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  fort.  That  blew  up  last 
night  with  a  heavy  explosion,  followed  by  some  minor  ones.  The  bar- 
racks were  apparently  in  flames  all  night  and  some  little  works  between 
this  and  Caswell  blown  up.  I  have  sent  vessels  to  see  what  has  been 
done,  and  shall  be  governed  accordingly.  1  think  they  are  burning  up 
everything  in  Wilmington,  and  are  getting  away  as  fast  as  they  can. 
In  the  meantime  a  large  force  of  gunboats  occupies  the  river  between 
Caswell  and  Wilmington.  That  place  is  hermetically  sealed  against 
blockade  runners,  and  no  Alabamas  or  Floridas^  Chickamaugas  or  Talla^ 
hassecs  will  ever  fit  out  again  from  this  port,  and  our  merchant  vessels 
will  soon,  I  hope,  be  enabled  to  pursue  in  safety  their  avocation. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded;  we  have  lost  more  than  I  at 
first  estimated. 

We  expended  in  the  bombardment  about  50,000  shells  and  have  as 
much  more  on  hand.* 

*An  examination  of  reports  and  logs  shows  that  in  the  first  attack  on  Fort  Fisher 
by  the  Federal  fleet  there  were  expended  20,271  projectiles,  weighing  1,275,299 
pounds.  In  the  second  attack  there  were  expended  19,682  projectiles;  weight, 
1,652,638  pounds.  It  is  estimated  that  the  above  statement  includes  between  90  and 
95  per  cent  of  the  projectiles  actually  expended. — Comfilbrs. 
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I  feel  much  indebted  to  the  Bureau  of  Orduanco  for  bo  promptly 
supplying  us  with  ammuuitiou  and  guiis.  I  regret  that  souieoue 
stopped  our  supply  of  coal  (which  should  have  been  doubly  iucreased), 
for  it  came  very  near  defeating  this  expedition.  Had  we  not  been  sup- 
plied by  the  Army,  this  expedition  would  have  been  a  failure. 

We  shall  move  along  carefully,  have  no  vessels  blown  up  with  tor- 
pedoes if  I  can  help  it,  and  I  think  we  will  be  in  Wilmington  before  long. 

You  may  rest  satisfied,  sir,  that  the  gate  through  which  the  rebels 
obtained  their  supplies  is  closed  forever,  and  we  can  sit  here  quietly 
and  watch  the  traitors  starve. 

I  enclose  you  a  number  of  rei)ort8  (dry,  though  necessary  details) 
with  which  I  will  not  overload  my  report  (already  too  long)  on  such  an 
interesting  occasion. 

The  number  of  guns  captured  in  these  works  amount  to  75,  many  of 
them  superb  rifled  pieces  of  very  heavy  caliber.  All  those  facing  the 
ships  were  dismounted  or  injured  so  they  could  not  be  used,  or  the 
muzzles  were  filled  up  with  sand  or  dirt,  which  rendered  them  useless. 
I  only  saw  two  that  were  not  rendered  useless. 

I  believe  we  have  burst  all  the  rifled  guns  left  in  the  fleet  (one  on  the 
Susquehannaj  one  on  the  Peqtwty  and  one  on  the  Osceola)  and  I  think 
the  reputation  of  these  guns  is  now  about  ruined. 

I  shall  take  occasion  in  another  dispatch  to  call  your  attention  to 
those  officers  whom  I  consider  worthy  of  the  most  praise  and  the  appro- 
bation and  notice  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Kear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 

[Enolwures.] 

List  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  during  the  attack  ujwn  Fort  Fisher. 

KILLED  IN  THE  ASSAKLT. 


Lieut.  S.  W.  Preston  . 
Lieut.  B.H.Porter... 


Flag-lieutenanl. 
Coniinanding    Flag- 
dbip  Malvern. 


AHiit.  Surg.  Will.  LuntiHliaw 
Act.  EuHign  Kobt.  Wiley,  .i 


U.  S.  8.  MinnoHota. 
U.  S.  S.  Moutgomory. 


KILLED  BY  EXPLOSION  OF  MAGAZINE  IN  FOKT  FISHEll  JANUARY  16. 


Act.  Aasi'.  Pajrmaater  K. 
H.Gillette. 


U.  8.  S.  Gettysburg. 


Act.  Ensign  A.  S.  Laigh- 
ton. 


U.  S.  8.  Gt»Uy8burg. 


WOUNDED  IN  THE  ASSAULT. 


Lieut.  •Commander  W.  N. 
Allen. 

Lieut.  G.M.Bacbe 

Lieut  K.  II.  Laiimon 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  F.  Baury . 

Ensign  II.  I).  Evans 

EnHi(^n  Ira  Harris 

Act.  Ensign  L.  K.Cbcst«r.. 
Act.  Ensign  James  Birt* 
wistio. 


U.  S  S.  Tnscarora. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 
Commanding  U.  S.  S. 

OettyHburg. 
U.S.  8.  Colorado. 
U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

Do. 
U.  S.  S.  l»ontoo8UC. 
U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 


Aet.  Ensign F.  A. O'(.'onnor  U.  S.  8.  Minnesota. 
Art.  Ensign  (J.  W.  Collin..  V.  S.  S.  0«-ttVMhurg. 
Act. Ensiuu  H.  Wood  .... 


Act.  MaHter  A.J.  Louoli  . . 
Act.  M.  MaU^  E.  K.  Oreont^ 
Act.  M.  Mate  J.  M.  8immH 
Act.  M.  Mate  A.  F. 
Aldrich. 


U.     S.    S.    Tristram 

8bandv. 
U.  8.  8.  N'lackinaw. 

Do. 
U.S.  8.  Minnesota. 
U.  8. 8.  Tuscarora. 


Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 21 
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Number  of  killed^  wounded,  and  mUHng  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher, 

Flagship  Malvern : 

Killed  in  the  assault 3 

Wounded  in  the  assault 1 

4 

U.S.S.Saugus: 

Wounded  by  bursting  of  gun 1 

U.S.S.Pontoosuc: 

Wounded  in  the  assault 7 

U.S. 8.  Kansas: 

Wounded  in  the  assault 1 

U.S.S.Tacony: 

Killed  in  the  assault 2 

Wounded  in  the  assault 9 

Wounded  ib  action 3 

14 

U.S.S.Cr.nonicus: 

Wounded  inaction 3 

U.S.S.  Colorado: 

Killed  iu  the  assault 2 

Killed  iu  action 1 

Wounded  in  the  assault 12 

Wounded  in  action 2 

Missing 8 

26 

U.S.S.Nereu8: 

Killed  in  the  assault 3 

Wounded  in  the  assault 3 

6 

U.S.S.Pequot: 

Killed  in  the  assault 2 

Killed  by  bursting  of  gun 1 

Wounded  in  the  assault 3 

Wounded  by  bursting  of  gun 2 

8 

U.S.S.  Gettysburg: 

Killed  in  the  assault 2 

Killed  by  explosion  of  magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  January  16 4 

Wounded  iu  the  assault 6 

12 

U.S.  S.Ticondoroga: 

Killed  in  the  assault 1 

Wounded  in  the  assault 6 

7 

U.S.S.  Iosco: 

Killed  in  the  assault 2 

Wounded  in  the  assault 12 

14 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 6 

Missing 5 

11 

U.S.S.Tuscarora: 

Killed  in  the  assault 3 

Wounded  in  the  assault 12 

15 

U.S.  S.Rhode  Inland: 

Wounded  in  the  assault 8 

Missing 2 

10 

U.  8.  8.  Huron : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 5 

U.  S.  8.  Montgomery: 

Killed  in  the  assault 2 

Wounded  in  the  assault 4 

6 

IT.  8.  8.  Monticello : 

Killed  in  the  assault 4 

Wounded  intheassault 4 

^ 
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U.  S.  S.  Wabash  (incomplete): 

Woanded  iu  the  assanlt 12 

U.  8.  S.  Tristram  Shaudy : 

Woanded  iu  the  assaalt 2 

Missing 1 

3 

U.  8.  8.  Susqaehanna: 

Killed  in  the  assaalt 3 

Woanded  in  the  assault 11 

Woanded  by  bursting  of  K"n 4 

18 

U.  8.  8.  Jnniata: 

Killed  in  the  assaalt 5 

Wounded  in  the  assault 10 

15 

U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

Killed  in  the  assaalt 1 

Woanded  in  the  assault 7 

Woanded  in  action 2 

10 

U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson: 

Killed  in  the  assault 1 

Woanded  iu  the  assaalt : 10 

11 

U.  8.  8.  Yantic: 

Killed  in  the  assaalt 2 

Woanded  in  the  assaalt 1 

3 

U.  8.  8.  Powhatan: 

KUled  in  the  assaalt 3 

Wounded  in  the  assault 19 

Missing 8 

:io 

U.  8.  8.  Minnesota: 

Killed  in  the  assault 10 

Killed  by  explosion  of  magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  January  16 3 

Woanded  in  the  assault 23 

:<6 

U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 2 

U.  8.  S.  Mohican: 

Wounded  iu  the  assault 12 

Total  killed,  woanded,  and  minsing 309 

NOTB. — An  examination  of  reports  and  logs  nhowfl  tho  following  casnalties  in 
United  States  naval  forces  engaged  in  tho  second  attack  on  and  capture  of  Fort 
Finher:  Onioers:  Killed,  6;  wounded,  2().  Enlisted  num :  Killed.  82;  wounded,  245; 
misHing,  HI.  Qrand  tx)tal  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  398.  Tnis  includes  of  the 
marines  2  oOlcors  wounded;  and  of  the  men  7  killed,  47  wounded,  and  5  mlMing. — 
Compile  us. 


Special  report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  Major-General  Terry, 

U.  8.  Army. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagnhip  Malvern^  off  JSinithville,  N.  C\,  January  ^Oj  1S65. 

Sir:  I  have  been  so  much  pleased  with  General  Terry  and  the  luau- 
ner  in  which  he  has  conducted  liiH  part  of  the  operations  here  that  1 
deem  it  worthy  of  a  special  di8i)atch  to  express  what  I  feel. 

(ieneral  Terry  is  no  doubt  well  known  to  his  associates  in  the  field 
who  have  served  with  him,  and  to  the  lieutenant-general  who  selected 
him  for  this  service,  but  the  American  people  should  know  and  feel  the 
very  great  service  he  has  rendered  them  by  his  most  admirable  assault 
on  these  tremendous  works.  Young,  brave,  and  unassuming,  he  bears 
his  success  with  the  modesty  of  [a]  true  soldier,  and  is  willing  to  give 
credit  to  tboae  who  shared  with  him  the  perils  of  the  assault.    No  one 
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coald  form  the  slightest  conception  of  these  works — their  magnitude, 
strength,  and  extent — who  had  not  seen  them,  and  General  Whiting 
(the  founder)  mnst  have  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  durability  of  the 
Confederacy  when  he  expended  so  many  years  of  labor  on  them. 

The  result  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  the  fall  of  all  the  surround- 
ing works  in  and  near  this  place.  Fort  Caswell,  a  large  work  at  the 
west  inlet,  mounting  29  guns;  all  the  works  on  Smith's  Island,  the 
works  between  Caswell  and  Smithville,  up  to  battery  on  Reeves'  Point 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river — in  all,  160  guns — falling  into  our  hands. 
Two  steamers  were  burned  or  blown  up,  and  there  never  was  so  clean 
a  scoop  made  anywhere. 

A  timid  man  would  have  hesitated  to  attack  these  works  by  assault, 
no  matter  what  assistance  he  may  have  had  from  other  quarters,  but 
(jeneral  Terry  never  for  an  instant  hesitated,  and  though  I  feel  some- 
what f  attered  at  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  my  judgment,  I  am  quite 
ready  to  believe  that  he  acted  on  his  own  ideas  of  what  was  proper  to 
be  done  in  the  matter  and  was  perfectly  qualified  to  judge  without  the 
advice  of  anyone. 

Throughout  this  affair  his  conduct  has  been  marked  by  the  greatest 
desire  to  be  successful,  not  for  the  sake  of  personal  considerations,  but 
for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  all  alike  engaged. 

I  don't  know  that  I  ever  met  an  officer  who  so  completely  gained  my 
esteem  and  admiration. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poejeb, 

Bear-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 


Special  report  of  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  II.  8.  Navy,  oommendatory  of  the  condaot  of  Second 
lieutenant  Clemens,  United  Statei  Signal  Corps. 

NoETH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher^  January  17^  1865, 

Sir:  Second  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Clemens,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  was 
detailed,  at  my  request,  for  a  signal  oflScer  by  the  chief  of  that  corps, 
to  serve  as  signal  oiticer  on  my  staff.  Mr.  Clemens  has  taught  the 
army  code  to  at  least  one  of  the  regular  officers  on  board  each  ship 
that  had  them,  which  has  enabled  nie  often  to  communicate  when  naval 
signals  would  have  been  of  no  avail. 

In  addition,  his  services  have  been  to  me  of  the  utmost  importance; 
thoroughly  collected  and  competent  at  all  times  and  under  any  circum- 
stances; gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  intelligent,  always  ready  and 
cheerfal. 

1  hope  you  will  at  least  send  a  copy  of  this  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  it  may  be  placed  on  file  as  a  slight  evidence  of  my 
appreciation  of  him  as  an  officer  and  gentleman. 

Through  Mr.  Clemens  I  was  in  constant  communication  with  General 
Terry,,  even  during  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  was  enabled  to 
direct  the  fire  of  the  Netc  Ironsides  to  the  traverses  occupied  by  the 
enemy  without  fear  of  hurting  our  own  people,  from  my  complete  reli- 
unce  on  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lleiiteiuuit-€omiiuuider  BreoM,  V.  8.  Navy,  rogardiag  the  aaiaQlt 

Flagship  Maxyern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N'.  C,  January  16^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  represented 
yoar  fag  in  commanding  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  beg  leave  to 
state  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  had  charge  of  a  force  of  about  10  men 
from  each  ship,  with  shovels  and  picks,  and  threw  up  within  600  yards 
of  the  fort  a  well-protected  breastwork,  and  from  that  gradually 
advanced  to  within  200  yards  a  succession  of  ritie  pits  which  were  most 
promptly  occupied  by  a  line  of  skirmishers,  composed  of  marines  under 
Second  Lieutenant  L.  E.  Fagan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps.  The  manner  in 
which  this  work  was  done  reflects  most  creditably  upon  Lieutenant 
Preston.  As  the  advance  was  made  he  came  to  me  and  reported  his 
work  finished  and  asked  that  he  might  be  employed  in  any  way.  Lieu- 
tenant Preston's  services  were  most  useful  to  me,  and  in  his  last 
moments  he  attempted  to  send  me  word  that  he  had  carried  out  my 
orders. 

The  assaulting  party  was  composed  of  about  1,600  seamen  and  400 
marines,  divided  into  four  lines,  as  follows:  First  line,  composed  of 
marines,  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  commanding. 
Second  line,  composed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  first  and  fourth 
divisions  of  the  squadron,  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  U.  Cushman, 
commanding.  Third  line,  composed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  sec- 
ond division  of  the  squadron,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  Parker,  who  most  generously  waived  his  seniority  upon  reading 
your  order  that  1  should  represent  you  on  shore.  Fourth  line,  coni- 
I)osed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  third  division  of  the  squadron,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge.  The  second,  third, 
and  fourth  lines  were  of  about  equal  strength. 

It  was  intended  that  the  men  should  assault  in  line,  the  marines 
acting  as  sharpshooters,  and  the  difi'erent  lines  were  to  charge  over 
them,  but  from  the  difficulty  I  had  of  informing  myself  of  the  time 
when  the  army  was  to  assault,  which  was  to  guide  our  movements,  that 
moment  found  us  too  far  off  to  move  to  the  attack  unless  under  cover. 
When  I  discovered  that  the  army  was  moving  to  attack  the  fort,  I 
ordered  the  men  to  advance  by  the  fiank  along  the  beach,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  form  them  for  the  assault  under  cover  of  the  marines,  but  400 
yards  distance,  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire  of  musketry,  threw  a 
portion  of  the  marines  into  the  first  line,  and  the  rest  of  them  did  not 
take  position  as  they  should. 

The  second  and  third  lines  came  along  and  the  heads  of  the  three 
lines  joined  and  formed  one  compact  column,  which,  filing  up  to  the 
sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  assaulted  to  within  50  yards  of  the  parai)et, 
which  was  lined  with  one  dense  mass  of  musketeers,  who  played  sad 
havoc  with  our  men.  Although  exposed  to  a  most  severe  fire  from  the 
enemy,  the  men  were  rallied  three  times  under  the  personal  encourage- 
ment and  exposure  of  their  commanding  officers,  but  failed  to  gain 
much  ground.  A  few  ofiiccrs  and  men  reached  the  parapet.  1  do  not 
know  their  names,  but  they  will  doubtless  be  found  in  the  reports  of 
the  officers  accompanying  the  party. 

The  marines  having  failed  to  occupy  their  position,  gave  the  enemy 
an  almost  unmolested  fire  upon  us.  Men  armed  with  Sharps  rifles  and 
the  few  marines  in  the  front,  opened  fire,  but  it  was  too  feeble  to  be  of 
avail    Finding  the  rear  of  the  men  retreating,  I  hastened  toward  it  to 
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form  them  nnder  cover  and  have  them  use  their  rifles,  but  they  were 
too  far  distant  for  me  to  reach  them  and  I  accordingly  returned  to  a 
position  near  the  works.  As  I  did  so,  the  remaining  men,  notwith- 
standing all  attempts  to  stop  them,  fled,  with  the  exception  of  about 
60,  among  whom  were  Lieutenant-Commanders  James  Parker,  G.  H. 
Cnshman,  T.  O.  Selfridge,  and  M.  Sicard,  and  Lieutenants  N.  H. 
Farquhar  and  R.  H.  Lamson,  the  latter  of  whom  was  wounded,  and 
several  volunteer  officers  whose  names  I  unfortunately  do  not  know. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so  severe  that  the  few  of  our  men  remain- 
ing had  to  seek  such  cover  as  they  could,  and  there  remained  until 
dark  when  a  demonstration  upon  the  part  of  the  rebels  induced  all  to 
make  a  rush,  and  most  succeeded  in  escaping. 

The  country  will  regret  the  death  of  Lieutenant  8..  W.  Preston, 
acting  as  my  aid  in  carrying  orders,  who  was  killed  in  the  front,  and  of 
Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter,  killed  in  the  early  assault,  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  of  several  volunteer  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  killed 
during  the  attack. 

Of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  special  mention  should  be 
made  on  account  of  his  great  bravery  and  attention  to  the  wounded 
under  the  hottest  fire,  until  finally  he  fell  a  victim  in  the  very  act  of 
binding  up  the  wounds  of  a  marine. 

I  can  but  attribute  the  failure  of  the  assault  to  the  absence  of  the 
marines  irom  their  position,  as  their  fire  would  have  enabled  our 
"  boarders  "  to  use  their  cutlasses  and  pistols  most  effectively.  By  this 
I  would  imply  that  [there  was]  the  lack  of  proper  organization,  it  being 
impossible  in  the  short  space  of  time,  on  account  of  throwing  so  many 
small  squads  of  men  from  the  different  vessels  together  in  one  mass, 
lacking  proper  company  formations  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  each 
other,  to  secure  such  organization.  This  led  to  the  confusion  exhibited, 
for  it  was  not  due  to  any  want  of  personal  valor  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  or  men. 

Although  the  officers  and  men  were  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the 
enemy,  to  them  of  a  novel  character  and  upon  a  novel  element,  which 
would  have  tried  veterans,  yet  they  advanced  nobly,  and  the  survivors 
must  be  satisfied  that  they  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the 
success  of  the  army.  The  enemy  believing,  as  I  am  informed,  that  the 
main  assault  was  to  come  from  us,  were  much  surprised  upon  looking 
to  their  rear,  to  find  the  army  so  far  advanced  in  their  works. 

The  medical  officers  sent  on  shore  with  the  landing  party  established 
their  field  hospital  at  a  work  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  where  Assistant 
Surgeon  B.  H.  Kidder  took  charge  of  the  wounded,  who  were  conveyed 
there  and  their  wants  attended  to  as  well  as  circumstances  would 
permit. 

As  near  as  I  could  estimate,  there  were  about  65  killed  and  200 
wounded. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  B.  Gushing,  in  the  extreme  front,  finding 
nothing  could  be  done,  left  with  the  retreating  men  and  succeeded 
finally  in  rallying  them,  and,  at  the  request  of  General  Terry,  occupied 
the  lines  near  his  headquarters,  which  enabled  him  to  withdraw  men 
to  reinforce  his  force  in  the  fort. 

Being  a  witness  to  the  assault  of  the  army  after  our  repulse,  I  can 
not  but  express  my  admiration  of  the  extreme  gallantry  of  its  attack. 
Where  one  act  of  personal  bravery  was  displayed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  a  dozen  or  more  were  conspicuous  on  our  part,  and  it  was  a 
most  imposing  sight  to  see  how  splendidly  our  brave  soldiers  did  their 
work. 
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Ill  conclnsion,  I  woald  say  that  1  may  have  omitted  the  names  of 
officers  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  gallantry^  yet  I  could 
not  fail  to  mention  those  above  named,  who  came  personally  under  my 
notice,  and  I  trust  that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  assaulting  lines 
will  do  justice  to  all. 

Of  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  I  would  say  that  I  was  a 
witness  to  his  efiforts  to  advance  his  men,  to  the  free  exposure  of  his 
I)erson,  and  although  ranking  nie  he  would  let  no  obstacle  of  that 
nature  interpose  and  check  his  endeavor  to  do  his  utmost  to  capture 
the  fort. 

To  your  Secretary,  Mr.  0.  P.  Porter,  sicting  as  my  aid,  I  am  very 
much  indebted.  Though  frequently  sent  to  the  rear  with  orders,  he 
was  mostly  promptly  back,  and  at  the  assault  he  was  found  at  the 
front 

Although  the  assaulting  party  failed,  I  think  it  but  due  to  those  who 
advanced,  and  to  the  memories  of  the  slain,  to  claim  for  them  through 
their  strong  demonstration,  a  corresi)onding  resistance  from  the  enemy, 
and  a  weakening  of  the  rebel  defense  toward  our  army. 

I  have  been  informed  by  officers  who  conversed  with  prisoners,  that 
the  enemy  believed  ours  to  be  the  main  assault,  and  concentrated 
against  us  their  main  force. 

In  saying  this,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  in  the  least  to 
detract  from  the  splendid  gallantry  exhibited  by  our  army,  which  was 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  that  can  be  bestowed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  11.  Brbesb, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  JSquadron, 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  tranimitting  report  of  Lieatenant-Commaiider 
Breese,  regarding  the  deaths  of  Lieatenanti  Preeton  and  Porter,  U.  S.  Nayy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Fla4jHhip  Malvern  J  Cape  Fear  River  ^  February  i,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  comnuinicatiou  from  my  Heet  captain,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  K.  li.  Brecse,  in  relation  to  the  lamented  Lieutenants  Pres- 
ton and  l^orter,  who  foil  together  before  the  walls  of  Fort  Fisher  and 
while  trying  to  plant  the  Union  colors  on  the  enemy's  ramparts. 

No  eulogy  i>assed  on  these  two  gallant  men  could  do  them  full  jus- 
tice. To  me  they  had  both  endeared  themselves  by  their  noble  ciuali- 
ties,  and  in  their  deaths  I  feel  as  if  I  had  lost  two  members  of  my  own 
family.  Their  names  and  gallant  deeds  will  long  be  remembered  by 
their  associates  in  arms,  and  the  memory  of  their  heroic  gallantry  will 
inspire  future  heroes  to  emulate  their  conduct.  The  ofticxjrs  of  the 
squmlron  propose  to  erect  a  monument  at  Annapolis  to  the  memory  of 
the  gallant  dead,  but  their  memories  will  live  in  history  long  after  the 
stone  that  records  their  deeds  has  crumbled  into  dust. 

I  must  not  omit  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  noble 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  who  was  shot  dead  near  the 
enemy's  works  while  engaged  in  an  act  of  mercy,  binding  u])  the 
wounds  of  a  sailor,  and  of  the  gallant  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  John 
Blackmer,  who  fell  and  died  in  the  same  way.    Nor  must  1  omit  the 
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name  of  Acting  Ensign  Robert  Wiley,  who  died  fighting  manfhlly  and 
endeavoring  to  reach  the  enemy's  parapets. 

They  all  died  like  heroes,  and  the  nation  is  a«  much  boand  to  mourn 
their  loss  as  those  who  have  held  higher  positions. 

They  are  all  regretted  deeply  here,  and  their  names  will  all  be  for- 
ever associated  with  one  of  the  most  gallant  attacks  ever  made  on  a 
powerfhl  fortress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wdshingtofij  D.  C. 

[Bnolosare.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Z7.  8,  Flugship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher^  January  18^  1865. 

Admiral  :  In  my  last  report  of  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher  I  have 
scarcely  mentioned  the  names  and  services  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Pres- 
ton, your  flag-lieutenant,  and  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter,  your  flag- 
captain,  thinking  that  by  a  little  delay  I  might  the  more  do  justice,  yet 
I  seem  to  feel  that  impossible  in  me. 

Preston,  after  accomplishing  most  splendidly  the  work  assigned  him 
by  you,  which  was  both  dangerous  and  laborious,  under  constant  fire, 
came  to  me  as  my  aid  for  orders,  showing  no  flagging  of  spirit  or  body, 
and  returning  from  the  rear,  whither  he  had  been  sent,  fell  among  the 
foremost  at  the  ft'ont,  as  he  had  lived,  the  thorough  embodiment  of  a 
a  United  States  naval  officer. 

Porter,  conspicuous  by  his  figure  and  uniform  as  well  as  by  his  great 
gallantry,  claimed  the  right  to  lead  the  headmost  column  with  the 
Malvern^s  men  he  had  taken  with  him,  carrying  your  fiag,  and  fell  at 
its  very  head. 

Two  more  noble  spirits  the  world  never  saw,  nor  had  the  Navy  ever 
two  more  intrepid  men.  Young,  talented,  and  handsome,  the  bravest 
of  the  brave,  pure  in  their  lives,  surely  their  names  deserve  something 
more  than  a  passing  mention  and  are  worthy  to  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  with  the  greatest  and  best  of  naval  heroes. 

Were  you  not  so  well  acquainted  with  their  characters,  1  should 
deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  of  their  high  merits,  but  as  chief  of  your 
stafi',  to  which  they  belonged,  I  must  speak  of  their  wonderftil  single- 
ness of  purpose  to  do  their  whole  duty,  always  most  cheerful  and  will- 
ing, desirous  of  undertaking  aujrthing  which  might  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  service,  giving  me  at  all  times  the  most  ready  assistance 
in  my  duties,  combining  with  their  intelligence  a  ready  perception  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  their  orders,  the  country  has  lost 
two  such  servants  as  could  illy  be  spared,  and  your  staff  its  brightest 
ornaments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  K.  Brebse, 
Fleet' Captain^  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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UnoffleUl  letter  from  Lientenant  Lamsdii,  U.  8.  Nayy,  to  Commander  Bhind,  II.  8.  M%tj, 
regarding  the  death  of  Lieatenant  Preston. 

U.  S.  8.  GETTYSBUEa, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16\  1865. 

Dbab  Captain  Ehind:  You  will  no  doubt  learu  the  good  news  of 
our  victory  and  the  sad,  sad  tidings  of  Preston's  death  before  this 
reaches  you;  but  as  he  was  shot  by  my  side  1  thought  you  would  like 
to  know  some  of  the  particulars  of  the  fall  of  one  whom  we  all  loved 
and  admired  so  much,  and  whom  I  knew  was  sincerely  attached  to  you. 

The  storming  party  from  the  fleet  was  landed  about  2  miles  f^om  the 
fort  before  noon,  and  Mr.  Preston  had  charge  of  an  advanced  force  with 
shovels  to  throw  up  some  rifle  pits  so  that  we  could  approach  as  near 
as  i)ossible  without  being  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  About  3  p.  m. 
the  signal  was  made  for  the  assault,  and  Mr.  Preston  was  near  the  head 
of  the  column.  We  advanced  along  the  beach  near  the  water  till  we 
had  reached  the  palisades,  where  we  turned  straight  for  the  sea  face  of 
the  fort,  the  army  assaulting  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  fort  about 
the  same  time. 

The  fleet  now  ceased  firing,  and  in  an  instant  the  entire  front  of  the 
fort  was  lined  with  riflemen,  who,  secure  behind  the  breastworks,  poured 
a  terrible  fire  into  us,  and  we  received  grape  and  canister  at  the  same 
time  irom  the  Mound  and  the  other  batteries. 

The  men  still  pressed  forward,  and  when  near  the  palisades  Mr.  Pres- 
ton was  struck  in  the  left  thigh  or  groin,  the  femoral  artery  being  sev- 
ered. He  fell  forward,  and  one  of  the  men  stooped  to  assist  him  and 
was  shot,  falling  on  Mr.  Preston.  Some  one  pulled  him  off,  and  Mr. 
Preston  turned  over  on  his  back  and  soon  expired.  I  had  got  forward 
some  twenty  paces  more,  when  I  was  knocked  down  by  a  shot  through 
the  left  arm  and  shoulder.  I  arose  again  and  got  up  nearer  the  parapet, 
when  I  fell  from  loss  of  blood  and  exhaustion. 

The  oflicers  were  all  doing  their  utmost  to  get  the  men  forward,  but 
the  hopelessness  of  attempting  to  get  over  the  palisades,  ditch,  ana  the 
steep  parapet  was  apparent,  and  the  men  fell  so  fast  that  every  forma- 
tion was  instantly  broken;  still  I  think  we  would  have  made  a  more 
desperate  effort  if  so  many  of  the  leading  oiiQcers  had  not  been  killed  or 
wounded.  Our  men  fell  back,  taking  many  wounded  with  them,  but 
leaving  the  ground  covered  with  the  dea^l,  dying,  and  wounded.  As 
soon  as  I  could  get  a  bandage  round  my  arm  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood 
I  started  to  crawl  to  Preston  to  see  if  I  could  do  anything  for  him,  but 
a  wounded  man  near  him  called  to  me  that  he  was  dead.  Poor  fellow, 
it  made  my  heart  sick  to  see  him  stretched  out  on  the  sand,  and  I 
mourned  him,  not  only  as  a  dear  friend  lost,  but  as  a  loss  to  the  service 
of  the  most  superior  young  officer  1  have  ever  seen  in  it. 

In  the  meantime  the  army  carried  almost  without  resistance  five 
traverses  on  the  left,  for  Colonel  Lamb  says  he  thought  ours  the  main 
attack  and  had  most  all  the  garrison  to  meet  us. 

The  fleet  opened  fire  again  over  us,  who  were  lying  under  the  parapet, 
and  the  army  took  one  traverse  after  another  till  the  rebels  surrendered. 
The  army  officers  say  freely  that  they  never  could  have  got  into  the 
fort  had  it  not  been  for  our  assault  on  the  sea  face  drawing  the  garrison 
to  that  side.  lx)oking  down  from  the  parapet  now  I  do  not  wonder  we 
did  not  get  up,  especially  as  we  had  no  sharpshooters  to  cover  us  to 
keep  the  rebels  from  using  their  muskets  so  freely.  Cai)tain  Breese 
commanded  the  assault,  and  did  everything  a  brave  and  good  offl(*^r 
could  have  done  under  the  circumstances.    Lieutenant-Commander 
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Gnshnian  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg.  Lieutenant  Porter,  of  the 
Malveruj  killed  near  Preston,  shot  through  the  left  breast,  ana  many 
other  officers  wounded.  I  do  not  know  our  loss,  but  it  can  not  be  much 
less  than  200  or  250. 

My  wound  is  only  through  the  flesh  of  the  arm  and  shoulder  and  is 
doing  well. 

The  fort  is  stronger  even  than  we  thought,  and  nothing  but  the  severe 
bombardment  and  the  desperate  assaults  could  have  taken  it. 

I  am  sure  no  one  will  be  more  rejoiced  than  yourself  at  the  victory 
after  the  desperate  risk  you  ran  to  destroy  it,  and  you  are  olten  spoken 
of  in  connection  with  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  many  wishes  are 
expressed  that  you  could  have  been  here  at  the  time.  Mr.  Preston  left  a 
note  saying  he  wished  his  remains  to  be  interred  at  Annapolis,  there  to 
rest,  and  they  have  been  sent  there  in  charge  of  an  officer. 

I  have  lost  2  officers  and  4  men  killed  and  have  6  wounded. 
With  high  respect,  I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  H.  Lahson. 

Commander  A.  0.  Ehind,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lienteiuuit-CommaiLder  Breete,  XT.  8.  Havy,  caUing  attentum  to  speeial  aots  of 

gaUantry. 

Flagship  Malvben, 
Gape  Fear  River,  January  28, 1865. 

Abmibal  :  In  my  report  of  the  assault  of  Fort  Fiaher  I  did  not  men- 
tion the  fact  of  Lientenant-Oommander  Cushman  being  wounded,  as  he 
made  so  light  of  the  affair,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  included  amongst 
those  mentioned  as  such.  Since  I  have  learned  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cushman's  wound  was  more  severe  than  I  had  even 
thought,  and  I  think  it  but  right  that  I  should  mention  that,  though  in 
this  condition  and  very  much  fatigued  from  his  efforts  of  the  day,  being 
relieved  by  darkness  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  he  collected  together  the 
men  of  his  column  and  posted  them  in  the  lines  occupied  by  us  that 
night,  requiring  a  great  exertion  and  constant  movement  until  2  a.  m. 
the  following  morning. 

I  also  would  wish  to  biing  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  a  young  lad  of 
the  M^ abash,  named  Myers,  who  three  several  times  left  a  good  protection 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  went  to  the  assistance  of  wounded  men 
and  under  fire  carried  them  to  the  friendly  shelter  of  his  hole  in  the 
sand,  and  this  within  a  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  had  hoped  to  obtain  the  name  of  a  very  brave  and  gallant  officer  of 
the  Vanderbilt  who  led  their  assaulting  party,  but  have  been  unable  to 
do  so.  This  officer  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  most  richly 
deserves  special  mention. 

I  would  also  wish  to  say  that  Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  Danels, 
of  the  Vanderbilt,  suffering  from  ill  health  and  unable  to  keep  up  with 
the  assaulting  party,  rendered  much  valuable  assistance  inr^Jlyingthe 
men  and  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 

I  regret  that  my  personal  acquaintance  with  the  many  brave  officers 
and  men  around  me  on  that  day  was  so  slight  that  I  could  not  even 
recognize  to  what  ships  they  belonged,  except  in  the  instances  named, 
and  that  necessarily  1  have  failed  to  mention  particularly  some  who  1 
saw  behaved  splendidly,  and  have  trusted  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  columns  to  name  others. 
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I  wisb  also  t-o  bear  witness  to  tbe  handsome  maiiuer  in  which  Lieu- 
fcenant  Fagan,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  did  his  duty  with  his  sharpshooters^ 
and  to  the  gallantry  he  exhibited  in  advancing  his  men  so  close  to  the 
enemy's  works. 

An  additional  regret  I  tee!  in  the  loss  of  Flag- Lieutenant  Preston, 
who  coukl  so  much  better  have  done  justice,  that  it  devolves  upon  me 
to  mention  how  well  the  officers  and  men  behaved  engaged  in  digging 
rifle  pits*  and  of  the  bravery  eviii<*ed  by  many  of  thera  in  advancing 
auder  a  perfectly  exposed  tire  to  within  3iM>  yards  of  the  fort  and  dig- 
ging their  x>ita  under  lire,  A  u umber  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
undertaking. 

Although  these  men  l*ad  been  hard  at  work  all  day  and  were  told  by 
IJeuteuant  Preston  that  they  were  ]iot  expeeted  to  join  in  the  assault^ 
I  know  of  scarcely  any  who  had  arms  tliat  did  not  join  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  K.  Beeese, 

Fievt  Captain, 
Rear-Adminil  David  D.  Poetke, 

CoHimandhuj  Korth  AtUintw  Squadron. 


Esport  of  Eoftr-AdmiriLl  Portorp  IT.  S.  Na^y,  in  oommoDdation  of  offloen  of  Mi  eommftiiil, 

XoRTH  Atlantic  Sqitadeon, 
U,  &  FlagMp  MalverUj  Cape  Fmr  Eiver^  January/  ^S^  1805^ 

8lE:  After  such  an  engagement  aud  success  as  this  fleet  has  met 
with,  I  think  it  due  to  theofficerseti gaged  to  meutiou  those  particularly 
who,  in  my  opinion,  deserve  the  commendation  of  the  Department  or 
merit  promotioiu 

I  did  not  think  it  well  to  mention  these  matters  in  my  late  othcial 
dispatch,  as  sucli  rejiorts  seldom  or  never  give  satisfaction  to  offi- 
cers or  their  friends,  and  give  rise  more  often  to  heartburnings  and 
jealousies  which  it  is  desi ruble  to  avoid  on  an  occasion  like  this.  It  is 
no  easy  matter  for  a  commander  iu  chief  to  do  full  justice  to  all  con- 
cerned, but  I  will  eJuleavor  to  do  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  without 
partiality  to  any  one  beyond  what  I  must  naturally  feel  toward  those 
who  have  given  me  their  warmest  support  on  this  occasion* 

I  trust  1  need  not  remind  tlie  Department  that  our  success  here  has 
in  material  and  forts  been  greater  than  on  any  other  occasion  during 
thin  war. 

I  trust  that  some  promotions  will  grow  out  of  this,  if  only  to  show 
the  oflicers  that  there  is  reward  iu  store  for  those  who  do  the  fighting. 

First  and  foremost  on  the  list  of  commodores  is  Commodore  H,  K. 
Thatcher,  full  of  honest  zeal  and  patriotism;  his  vessel  was  always 
rejidy  tor  artiort,  and  when  he  did  go  into  it,  his  ship  was  handled  with 
admirable  skill.  No  vessel  in  tlie  stiusidron  was  so  m\w\\  cut  up  as  the 
Colorfuio^  for  some  reason  the  rebels  selecting  her  for  a  target.  I  believe 
Commodore  Thatcher  would  have  fought  his  ship  until  she  went  to  the 
bottom,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a  full  determination  to  conquer  or 
die.  There  is  no  reward  too  great  for  this  gallant  oilicer;  he  has  shown 
the  kind  of  ability  naval  leaders  should  possess— a  love  of  lighting  and 
an  i  n  vi  n  ci  bl  o  co  u  rage. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman,  commanding  the  Minnesota^  was  sdected 

to  lead  the  line,  his  vessel  being  the  slo west  and  least  manageable ;  con- 

sequentJy  he  led  into  action,  except  on  an  occasion  when  the  Colorado 

took  Mb  place. 
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1  was  macb  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  ship 
and  fired  throughout  the  action,  the  whole  affair  on  his  part  being  con- 
dacted  with  admirable  judgment  and  coolness.  I  recommend  him  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Department  as  one  on  whom  they  can  place 
the  utmost  reliance,  place  him  in  any  position. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon,  commanding  the  AS't^^ue^nna,  is  an  unusu- 
ally intelligent  officer,  and  who  does  not  need  to  be  told  a  second  time 
where  to  go  in  time  of  action.  This  is  the  second  important  affair  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  during  this  war,  in  both  of  which  he  has 
acquitted  himself  in  the  most  handsome  manner.  His  ship  was  beau- 
tifhliy  handled,  and  impressed  me  with  her  good  discipline  and  accurate 
firing.  To  me  personally  ho  has  given  his  warmest  support,  and  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  give  him  the  full  credit  he  deserved. 
His  conduct  throughout  this  harassing  affair  has  met  my  warmest 
approbation,  and  I  think  ho  is  one  of  those  who  merit  promotion  when 
the  Government  thinks  proijer  to  reward  those  who  have  borne  the 
brant  of  battle. 

Commodore  James  F.  Schenck  and  his  vessel,  the  Powhatariy  have 
come  up  to  uiy  expectations  in  every  respect.  This  officer  in  battle  has 
shown  himself  worthy  to  command  so  fine  a  ship.  He  performed  his 
duty  roost  faithfully,  and  I  am  proud  not  only  to  have  had  him  under 
my  command,  but  to  see  him  reinstated  in  the  position  to  which  he  has 
done  so  much  credit.  He  deserves  all  I  can  say  of  him,  and  is  worthy 
of  promotion. 

Commodore  William  Eadford,  in  command  of  that  noble  ship,  the 
Ironsides,  and  also  in  command  of  the  division  of  monitors,  gained  my 
warmest  admiration  by  his  conduct  throughout  this  affair.  He  has 
shown  abilities  of  a  very  high  character,  not  only  in  fighting  and  ma- 
neuvering his  vessel,  but  in  taking  care  of  his  division.  Eeady  at  all 
times  for  battle  and  eager  to  go  into  the  fight  alone,  he  performed 
admirably  when  his  guns  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy.  His  ves- 
sel did  more  execution  than  any  vessel  in  the  fleet,  and  even  when  our 
troops  were  on  the  parapet  1  had  ho  much  confidence  in  the  accuracy 
of  his  fire  that  he  was  directed  to  fire  on  the  traverses  in  advance  of 
our  troops  and  clear  them  out.  This  he  did  most  effectually,  and  but 
for  this  victory  might  not  have  been  ours.  Having  broken  his  rudder 
in  a  heavy  gale,  he  rigged  up  a  temporary  one  under  adverse  circum- 
stances, and  had  his  ship  resldy  as  soon  as  the  rest.  He  seemed  never 
to  tire  of  fighting,  and  for  three  days  laid  within  1,000  yards  of  Fort 
Fisher  without  moving  bis  anchor,  and  made  the  rebels  feel  that  we 
came  there  to  stay.  Under  all  and  every  circumstance  Commodore 
Kadford  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation,  and  is  deserving  of  the 
greatest  promotion  that  can  be  given  him. 

Captain  James  Alden,  commanding  the  Brooklyn,  has  been  near  me, 
and  at  times  associated  with  me,  during  this  war.  He  had  already 
done  enough  to  deserve  promotion  before  the  commencement  of  opera- 
tions before  Fort  Fisher,  but  if  the  matter  was  at  any  time  doubtful, 
he  certainly  has  earned  promotion  now.  Always  leading  heretofore,  or 
assisting  with  all  his  energies,  he  has  been  engaged  in  all  the  success- 
ful attacks  on  forts.  His  aid  to  me  on  this  late  occasion  has  been  very 
valuable.  Always  intelligent  and  energetic,  he  never  had  to  be  told  to 
get  ready;  he  always  kept  ready;  he  anticipated,  which  is  a  quality 
very  desirable  in  an  officer,  and  without  which  he  can  not  be  expected 
to  be  very  useful.  His  vessel  was  always  in  the  right  place  and  at  the 
right  time,  and  when  his  batteries  opened,  no  frigate  could  do  more 
execution.    I  have  spoken  before  of  the  high.  qu^X\!^  oX.  \Xi\^  q^<s^«(.« 
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I  consider  him  able  and  worthy  to  fill  the  highest  rank,  and  I  know 
that  the  Government  has  no  one  in  its  Navy  more  fnll  of  energy,  zeal, 
or  intelligence  in  his  profession.  I  shall  feel  mnch  disappointed  if 
Captain  Alden  is  not  promoted  to  a  rank  he  has  won  more  than  once 
during  this  rebellion.  I  am  sure  the  Department  will  appreciate  all  I 
have  said  of  this  gallant  officer;  his  record  speaks  for  him. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  in  the  Wabashyhos  performed  his  duty 
well.  He  has  also  made  a  good  record  at  the  Department,  and  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  fighting  since  the  rebellion  first  broke  oat.  His 
old  ship  has  done  good  sevice  here,  and  if  he  had  done  nothing  more 
than  assist,  as  he  has  done  in  the  capture  of  this  place,  he  deserves  pro- 
motion, which  I  hereby  recommend. 

I  also  recommend  Captain  Charles  Steedman,  commanding  Tioonde- 
roguy  and  Captain  D.  B.  Bidgley,  commanding  Shenandoah;  thoagh 
commanding  smaller  vessels  than  the  others,  and  less  eflfective  in  their 
fire,  did  the  best  they  could.  This  is  the  second  important  affair  Cap- 
tain Steedman  has  been  in,  and  Captain  liidgley  has  been  very  ener- 
getic daring  the  war  against  blockade  runners.  I  recommend  them 
both  for  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.  K  Breese,  my  fleet  captain,  has  been  with 
me  nearly  all  the  time  since  the  rebellion  broke  out.  In  command  of  a 
division  of  a  mortar  fleet  which  opened  the  way  to  New  Orleans,  he 
made  his  first  record  there.  In  the  Mississippi  with  me  for  two  years, 
engaged  in  harassing  and  dangerous  duty,  he  always  acquitted  himself 
to  my  satisfaction.  In  charge  of  the  mortars  at  the  siege  of  Yicksborg, 
he  helped  to  hasten  the  surrender  of  that  stronghold.  At  Fort  Fisher 
he  led  the  boarders  in  the  assault,  and  though  we  were  not  successful 
in  getting  into  the  works  in  the  face  of  equal  numbers,  yet  that  assault 
gained  the  day,  as  is  generally  admitted  on  every  side;  our  troops 
obtained  a  footing  without  much  resistance,  and  then  nobly  maintained 
what  they  had  won.  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  did  all  that  he 
could  to  rally  his  men,  and  made  two  or  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
regain  the  parapet,  but  the  marines  having  failed  in  their  duty  to  sup- 
port the  gallant  officers  and  sailors  who  took  the  lead,  he  had  to  retire 
to  a  place  of"  safety.  He  did  not,  however,  leave  the  ground,  but 
remained  under  the  parapet  in  a  rifle  pit  using  a  musket  until  night 
favored  his  escape.  He  is  a  clever,  gallant  officer,  and  I  strongly 
recommend  his  immediate  promotion  to  a  commander. 

I  also  recommend  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant-Commander  H.  A. 
Adams,.jr.,  without  whose  services  wc  should  have  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  more  than  once;  he  volunteered  for  anything  and  everything. 

The  following  officers  who  volunteered  to  lead  their  men  in  the 
assault  on  Fort  Fisher  deserve  particular  notice.  These  officers  volun- 
teered for  the  service,  and  undertook  what  was  considered  by  the  Reg- 
ular Army  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  assault.  Nowhere  in  the  annals  of 
war  have  officers  and  sailors  undertaken  so  desperate  a  service,  and 
one  which  was  deemed  impossible  by  a  former  general,  and  an  engi- 
neer having  a  high  reputation  in  the  service.  Twenty-one  officers  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  service,  and  20  officers  and  GO  men  were  kept 
for  four  hours  under  fire  from  the  enemies'  sharpshooters,  not  being  able 
to  escape  until  night  set  in.  The  courage  of  these  officers  deserves  the 
highest  reward.  Their  eflbrts,  though  unsuccessful,  gained  the  day,  as 
the  enemy  considered  this  the  main  attack  and  brought  superior  num- 
bers from  a  superior  position  to  bear  on  it.  The  names  of  some  of  these 
officers  will  be  found  on  record  on  the  files  of  the  Department,  amongst 
wbicb  those  of  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge  and  Lieutenant 
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Oeorge  M.  Bache  will  be  found  most  conspioaoas.  I  recommend  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  Lieutenant-Oommander  T.  O. 
Selfridge,  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman,  Lieutenant  B.  H. 
Lamson,  and  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache  be  promoted.  The  three  lat- 
ter were  severely  wounded. 

Though  the  marines  did  not  do  their  duty,  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain  George  Butler,  and  Second  Lieutenants  William  Wallace, 
Charles  F.  Williams,  and  Louis  E.  Fagan  were  found  in  the  front  and 
fought  gallantly.  I  recommend  them  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
Department. 

To  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  commanding  Santiago  de  Ouha^  I  am  partic- 
ularly indebted  for  his  zeal  in  covering  the  troops,  landing  guns,  and 
taking  his  division  into  action,  and  to  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  commanding 
the  Fort  Jackson^iov  performing  the  different  duties  he  was  called  on 
to  perform.    I  recommend  them  both  for  promotion. 

I  refer  you  to  Captain  Glisson's  report  in  relation  to  the  commanding 
officers  in  his  division.  I  also  recommend  to  the  Department  Lieuten- 
ant Commander  T.  S.  Phelps,  in  command  of  the  Juniata. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  in  the  A.  1).  Vance^  had  charge 
of  the  reserves,  and  was  employed  night  and  day  in  landing  army  stores 
and  guns,  and  covering  the  troops  from  the  rebels  outside  of  our  lines. 
His  guns  did  good  execution,  and  though  his  duties  prevented  him  from 
participating  in  the  attack  on  the  forts,  I  can  not  withhold  his  name, 
and  recommend  him  for  advancement.  I  recommend  that  Commander 
E.  G.  Parrott,  commanding  the  Monadnock;  Commander  E.  K.  Colhoun, 
commanding  the  8augus  ;  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, com- 
manding the  Mahopacj  and  Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 
be  promoted.  These  officers  have  given  a  world-renowned  name  to  the 
monitors,  and  have  shown  what  they  were  capable  of  performing  when 
properly  placed  and  managed.  They  had  the  hardest  part  of  the  work, 
and  there  is  no  end  to  their  energy,  bravery,  and  untiring  zeal. 

I  can  draw  no  distinction  between  the  following  officers,  whom  I  rec- 
ommend for  promotion.  They  were  under  fire  most  all  the  time,  and  at 
close  quarters,  and  coolly  performed  what  was  required  of  them: 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun,  commanding  the  Tacony; 
LieutenantCouimauder  P.  G.  Watmough,  commanding  the  Kansas; 
Lieutenaut-Coiiimander  F.  M.  Eamsay,  commanding  the  Unadilla; 
Lieutenant  Commander  D.  L.  Braine,  commanding  the  Fequot;  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Kalph  Chandler,  commanding  the  Matimee;  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander M.  iSicard,  commanding  the  Seneca;  Commander 
J.  H.  Si)otts,  commanding  the  Pawtuxet;  Lieutenant-Commander  W. 
G.  Temple,  commanding  the  Pontoosuc ;  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C. 
Harris,  commanding  the  Yantic;  Commander  J.  0.  Howell,  command- 
ing the  Nereus ;  Commander  D.  Ammen,  commanding  the  Mohican; 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  commanding  the  Mtwkinaw  ;  Commander 
J.  M.  B.  Clitz,  commanding  the  Osceola;  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L. 
Davis,  commanding  the  Sassacus  ;  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Pot- 
ter, commanding  the  Chippeica  ;  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing,  command- 
ing the  Monticello ;  Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard,  commanding  the 
Rhode  Island;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Langthorne,  com- 
manding the -4 /a^awia  ;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn,  com- 
manding the  Montgomery. 

I  also  recommend  for  promotion  Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts,  com- 
manding the  Little  Ada ;  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter,  commanding 
the  yanseniond;  Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser,  commanding  the  Uolus^ 
for  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  action.    A\»o  Ajii\»\\i^  N ^\«L\ft«t 
Lieutenant  John  3facDiarmid,  commanding  Got)eruor  Buckm^Ww* 
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I  must  refer  you  to  tlie  reports  of  diflereut  commanderH  for  recom- 
mendatious  of  those  under  their  command,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  know  anything  in  relation  to  them.  When  it  is  i*emembered 
that  the  surrender  of  the  defenses  of  Gape  Fear  Biver  is  one  of  the 
most,  if  not  the  most,  important  events  of  the  war,  in  which  the  largest 
stronghold  of  the  enemy  was  captured  under  adverse  circumstances, 
the  justice  of  promotion  will  be  seen.  Its  importance  will  be  soon  felt 
in  the  fall  of  Bichmond,  to  which  it  is  as  necessary  now  as  the  main 
artery  is  to  the  human  system. 

I  trust  the  Department  will  be  liberal  in  its  promotions.  This  is 
almost  a  naval  aflfair  entirely,  for  the  idea  originated  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  until  the  reputation  of  the  Army  became  in  danger  of 
being  reflected  upon,  we  met  from  that  branch  of  the  service  little  or 
no  encouragement.  Few  promotions  have  taken  place  during  this  war, 
and  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  all  concerned  to  see  the 
advancement  of  those  who  have  worked  so  patiently  for  three  years  and 
have  made  so  handsome  a  denouement. 

I  have  heard  a  matter  freely  discussed  amongst  the  officers,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Department.  A  distributiou 
of  medals  to  officers  would  be  a  most  popular  thing;  this  is  so  common 
a  thing  amongst  modem  nations,  and  so  universaUy  accepted  as  a 
reward  for  eminent  services  among  officers  and  men,  that  I  reoommend 
its  adoption  in  our  naval  service. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  pride  with  which  siiilors  wear  the  medals 
bestowed  upon  them  for  gallant  conduct  can  readily  imagine  how 
grateful  it  would  be  to  officers.  Trifling  as  such  a  mere  bauble  may 
be  in  intrinsic  value,  yet  the  history  of  war  tells  how  valuable  they  arie 
as  inducements  to  perform  gidlant  deeds.  1  trust  the  Department 
won't  think  me  presuming  in  recommending  what,  no  doubt,  they 
already  intend  to  adopt. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfUlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

lion.  GlDKON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  J>,  C, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Llentenant  Tarr  U.  8.  Havy, 
for  the  trantportation  of  dispatohee  to  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  January  J7, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Koads  with  theU.  S.  S.  Queen^ 
carrying  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  me.    Ke)>ort  the  arrival  of  your 
vessel  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

llesi>ectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Near- Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Tarr, 

Commanding  U.  S,  8.  Queen,  off'  Fort  Finher,  A\  (\ 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  January  17, 1865. 

(Received  9 :  40  a.  ni.) 
The  Atlantic  is  just  in  from  Wilmington.    Fort  Fisher  and  works  on 
Federal  Point  are  in  our  possession.    TYie  «kABa\x\\>'9r«Am^^  V^^  XiV^^^wo^ 
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and  sailors  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  by  11  p.  m.  the  works  were  oars. 
Losses  heavy.  Lieutenants  S.  W.  Preston  and  B.  11.  Porter,  of  the 
Navy,  are  killed.  Our  captures  are  72  guns  and  about  2,500  prisoners. 
General  Whiting  and  |  Oolonel]  Lamb  (rebels)  are  prisoners  and  wounded. 
The  Vanderbilt  is  on  her  way  with  dispatches.  Two  XV-inch  guns  were 
burst  on  the  monitors. 

E.  T.  Nichols, 

Gominander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  17 ^  1865 — 6:30  p.  m. 

After  three  days  and  nights'  bombardment.  Fort  Fisher  is  ours,  with 
all  contiguous  works  commanding  New  Inlet.  Assault  was  made  by 
army  and  naval  brigade  3  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon.  One  corner  of  fort 
was  secured  in  half  hour,  but  hand-to  hand  fight  with  garrison  lasted 
until  9  o'clock  at  night — stubborn  and  bloody  resistance.  Fort  and 
approaches  strewn  with  dead.  Garrison  had  been  heavily  reinforced, 
and  number  of  prisoners  taken  over  2,000;  guns  captured,  72.  All  the 
forts,  including  Mound  and  Zeek's  Island  battery,  surrendered.  Kebel 
loss  in  assault,  500  dead,  besides  the  wounded.  Our  loss.  Army  and 
Navy,  about  900.  Fleet  Lieutenant  Preston  and  Lieutenant  |B.  H.] 
Porter,  commandant  of  flagship,  both  killed  in  assault.  General  Whit- 
ing and  [Colouell  Lamb  both  prisoners  and  wounded.  Eebel  pirates 
TallnhaMee  and  Vhickamauga  both  in  fight  and  driven  up  river.  Our 
gunboats  went  up  river  on  Monday  morning.  Our  prisoners  will  be 
immediately  sent  north.  We  had  seven  days  of  delightfully  calm 
weather.  Magazine  in  fort  exploded  by  accident  Monday  morning,  kill- 
ing 200  of  our  men. 

Santiago  brings  bodies  Preston  and  Porter  and  naval  wounded; 
goes  to  Norfolk  for  repairs. 

Please  send  dispatches  to  American  to-night. 

Chas.  C.  Fulton. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Saretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Hayy,  regarding  the  flag  from  Fort  Fiiher. 

NoETH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ,  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  Gape  Fear  River ^  January  26^  1865. 
Sib  :  I  send  by  Adams  Express  from  Fortress  Monroe  the  rebel  flag 
taken  from  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher  after  the   surrender   of  that 
work. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  just  received  your  brief  but  highly  ^rati- 
fying  dispatch  announcing  the  fall,  on  the  15tYi  \Ti^\»(i\>^  ol^EwXT^Ns^^^^ 
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under  the  combined  assanlt  of  the  Navy  and  Army,  and  hastens  to 
congratulate  you  and  Oeneral  Terry  and  the  brave  officers,  sailors, 
and  soldiers  of  your  respective  commands  on  your  glorious  success. 
Accept  my  thanks  for  your  good  work. 

OlDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington. 


Letter  of  oongratalation  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  M^or-Oeneral  Terry,  U.  B.  Army,  and 
Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  B.  Kavy. 

Steamer  S.  R.  Spauldino, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16^  1865. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  rebel  flag  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  in  the  name  of  the  President  con- 
gratulates you  and  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
of  your  commands,  and  tenders  you  thanks  for  the  valor  and  skill  dis- 
played in  your  respective  parts  of  the  great  achievement  in  the  opera- 
tions against  Fort  Fisher  and  in  its  assault  and  capture.  The  combined 
operations  of  the  squadron  and  land  forces  of  your  commands  deserve 
and  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  and  will  be  held  in  admira- 
tion throughout  the  world  as  a  proof  of  the  naval  and  military  prowess 
of  the  United  States. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Miyor-General  Terry  and 
Bear- Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging  reiolntion  of  thanki  firom  the  Con- 

greti  of  the  United  States. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S,  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River ^  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  coramunica- 
tion  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  enclosing 
a  resolution  of  thanks  to  myself,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  vessels 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  beg  leave  to  convey  to  his  Excellency  the  President  the  high  appre- 
ciation in  which  his  commendations  are  held  by  myself  and  those  under 
my  command,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

UearAdmiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


General  order  from  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  8.  Hayy,  annonndng  reeolation  of  thanks  from 
the  CongreM  of  the  United  States. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

\  U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

No.  97.  )  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  0.,  February  :20,  1865. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Pres- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  a  TOSoVuUonp^A^^db^  tVv^^^w^x^ 
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and  House  of  Representatives,  expressing  the  appreciation  felt  by  them 
of  the  services  rendered  by  this  squadron  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher : 

Executive  Mansion,  February  10, 186S, 
Sir  :  It  is  made  my  agreeable  duty  to  encloee  herewith  the  J  oint  resol  ntion  approved 
24th  January,  1865,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  yoarself,  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  capture  of 
Fort  Fisher,  and  through  you  to  all  who  participated  in  that  brilliant  and  decisive 
victory  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  Abrauam  Lincoln. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

C<nnmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enoloaure.] 

A  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  and 
to  the  officers,  petty  officers^  seamen,  and  marines  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  recent  capture  of  Fort  Fisher. 

JResolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  presented  to  Rear- 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter  and  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
under  his  command  for  the  unsurpassed  gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them  in 
the  attacks  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant  and  decisive  victory  by  which  that 
important  work  has  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces  and  placed  in  possession 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their  long  and  faithful  serv- 
ices and  unwaveriuff  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  in  the  midst  of  the  great- 
est difficulties  and  ai^ngers. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  through  him  to 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his  command. 

[Apnroved  January  24,  1865.] 

This  order  will  be  read  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  every  vessel  in  this 
squadron. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear- Admiral^  Commanding  Korth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  8.  Navy,  announeixig  rowlntions  of  thanks  from  the 
legislatures  and  governors  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[  U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern, 

No.  98.  )  Cape  Fear  River j  February  ^,  1865. 

The  following  letters  and  resolutions  have  been  received,  showing 
the  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  this  squadron  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Fisher. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department, 

Albany,  February  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  le^i^islature  of  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  thanks  passed  by  that  body  on 
the  9th  instant,  for  the  skill  and  gallantry  displayed  by  yourself  and  associates  in 
the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  the  same  time  I  must,  in  my  own 
behalf,  add  my  cordial  endorsement  of  the  resolution,  as  well  as  my  testimony  in 
honor  of  your  conduct  and  the  invaluable  service  then  rendered  to  your  country  by 
that  splendid  achievement. 

Respectfully,  yours,  R.  E.  Fenton. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy. 
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[Kndosare,] 

Concurrent  resolution  of  thanks  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  M%jor-General 
Alfred  II.  Terry,  and  others. 

Jiesolvedf  That  the  thanki  of  the  legishitnre,  representing  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  are  hereby  tendered  to  Rear-Admiral  Dnvid  D.  Porter  and  to  M^or- 
Ceneral  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective  commands,  for 
the  skill  and  gallantrv  displayed  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
an  achievement  whicn  adds  to  the  renown  already  won  by  both  branches  of  the 
service  and  administers  a  heavy  blow  to  the  already  staggering  rebellion. 

Resolved,  That  hia  excellency,  the  governor,  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each  of  the  above  officers  named  therein. 

In  Assembly,  February  9,  1865, 
Jieeolvedf  That  the  aHsembly  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  foregoing. 
By  order : 

.).  B.  CUSHMAN, 

Clerk. 

State  of  New  York, 

In  Senate,  January  S5, 1865. 
Tlie  following  resolution  was  duly  passe<l. 
By  order  of  the  Senate : 

.Ta8.  TSRWILUUEIt. 

Clerk. 


State  of  Rhodb  Island,  Kxecutivk  Department, 

Providence,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  by  that  body. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  unite  with  our  legislature 
in  tendering  to  you  my  own  thanks  for  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  the  naval 
force  under  your  command  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

With  nigh  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.Tamks  Y.  Smith, 
Governor  of  Jihode  Island. 
Rear-Admiral  David  1).  Portkr,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[KDcloture.] 

Statk  of  Rhodf.  Island  and  Pkovidence  Plantations, 

January  *SV«»ion,  A.  D.  1865. 

RoHolution  of  thankM  to  Rear-Admiral  David  1).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

liesolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  general  ansombly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
und  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  tlieir  persistent  and  effectual 
bombardment  of  the  formidable  defenses  of  Fort  Fisher,  connnandin^  the  entrance 
to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  thus  closing  the  lust  port  of  entry  to  foreign 
ships  in  aid  of  the  waning  rebellion. 

Keftolvfdf  That  his  excellency  the  governor  is  hereby  respectfully  re(| nested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereto)  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  State, 
at  Provi<leuce,  this  10th  day  of  February,  A.  1).  1865. 

[SEAL.]  .lolIN    U.   BaHTLKTT, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Bear^Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  governor  of  Hew  York,  acknowledging 

reeolati<ni  of  thaoJa. 

Flagship  Malvehn, 
Cape  Fear  River,  February  If),  ISO:"). 

Sir:  I  have  the  lienor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  February  11,  transmitting  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  expressing  their  satisfaction  at  the 
capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  etc. 
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I  beg  leave  to  tender  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  thanks  for  your  and  their  kind  appreciation  of  our 
efforts  to  put  down  this  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
His  Excellency  R.  E.  Fbnton, 

Governor  State  of  Neie  York. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Hetj,  to  the  governor  of  Rhode  IsUad,  aeknowledging 

reeolntion  of  thaaki. 

Gape  Fear  Biver,  February  20^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  resolntion  of  thanks  from  the  legislature 
of  Ehode  Island  for  the  services  rendered  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

Permit  me  to  convey  through  you  my  thanks  and  those  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  appro- 
bation, and  to  assure  you  that  it  affords  us  all  great  pleasure  to  be  of 
service  to  our  country. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rewr-Admiral. 
His  Excellency  James  Y.  Smith, 

Governor  State  of  Rhode  Island^  Providence j  R.  I. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  ironclad  divinon. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
At  Anchor  off  Fort  Fisher^  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  the 
ironclad  division  steamed  in  and  took  their  position  under  the  guns  of 
the  battery  of  Fort  Fisher,  this  ship  leading.  Anchored  at  8:29  a.  m, 
on  the  13th  instant.  The  Monadnock,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott;  Can- 
onicus,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.E.Belknap;  Saugm^CommsbuderB.R. 
Colhoun ;  and  Mahopac^  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W,  Weaver.  The 
battery  opened  on  this  ship  as  we  came  in.  I  did  not  reply  until  I 
obtained  my  desired  position,  opening  then  deliberately  to  get  a  cor- 
rect ran^e.  As  the  wooden  vessels  were  engaged  landing  troops,  etc., 
the  ironclad  division  received  the  fire  nearly  all  day  alone  from  Fort 
Fisher  without  receiving  any  very  material  damage,  and  remained  in 
position  during  the  night.  By  orders  from  Admiral  Porter,  the  iron- 
clad division  commenced  the  action  at  10:47  a.  m.  on  the  14th  instant, 
and  continued  firing  until  after  dark.  Some  of  the  wooden  gunboats 
came  up  and  commenced  firing  at  2:^  p.  m.,hauling  ofi*  at  dark,  the 
ironclad  division  maintaining  their  position.  On  the  morning  of  the 
15th  we  commenced  the  action  at  7 :  16  a.  m.  and  continued  to  fire  dur- . 
ing  the  day,  concentrating  it  upon  the  guns  of  the  battery  which  were 
doing  the  most  efi'ective  work,  which  we  invariably  soon  silenced  or 
disabled. 

As  the  troops  were  advancing  I  observed  two  fieldpieces  in  the  rear 
of  the  fort,  firing  on  them,  which  we  soon  silenced  with  some  well- 
directed  shells  from  this  ship. 
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When  the  enemy  came  oat  of  their  bombproofs  to  defend  the  fort 
against  the  storming  party,  I  used  tiiy  battery  with  great  success 
against  them,  every  shell  bursting  apparently  in  the  right  place.  At 
5: 20  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing  by  orders  from  the  flagship,  nearly  every 
gun  on  the  fort  facing  us  having  been  disabled  in  the  iirst  two  dayci' 
action. 

I  can  not  close  my  report  without  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  battery  of  this  ship,  and  tlie  manner  in  which  it  was  served  for 
three  consecutive  days  by  officers  and  men;  fighting  all  day  and  tak- 
ing in  ammunition  during  the  night,  I  know  of  nothing  surpassing  it 
on  record.  I  would  now  speak  of  the  monitors  and  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  they  were  handled  and  fought  during  the  same  time, 
and  the  different  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  have  not  only  proved  that 
they  could  ride  out  heavy  gales  at  sea,  but  fight  their  guns  in  moder- 
ately smooth  weather,  which  has  been  doubted  by  many  intelligent 
officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Badfobd, 
Commodore^  Commanding  Ironclad  DihiHon, 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Flagship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Beport  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  B.  Ka^y,  ftmwmawiUfig  xT.  B.  8.  Monadnoek. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnook, 
Off  Morris  Island^  South  Carolina. 

Admibal:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
participation  of  the  Monadnoek  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  January: 

On  the  13th,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  we  took  up  our  position  and  anchored 
well  inshore  of  the  Ironsides  and  clear  of  her  line  of  fire.  Here  we 
remained,  firing  by  day  and  a  portion  of  the  night,  and  taking  in 
ammunition  at  night,  until  the  capture  of  the  fort  and  its  dependencies. 
This  permanency  of  position  enabled  us  to  obtain  and  keep  a  very  per- 
fect range.  While  the  ironclads  were  alone  opposed  to  the  fort,  the 
rebels  attempted  to  contend  with  them,  and  opened  a  fire  rather  severe 
and  obstinate,  but  less  accurate  than  ours;  but  their  guns,  as  they 
successively  showed  activity,  were  invariably  reduced  to  silence.  We 
aimed  almost  wholly  at  their  guns,  watching  the  effect  of  each  shot, 
and  waiting  for  the  smoke  to  clear  away  before  firing  another.  As  their 
disabled  guns  generally  remained  in  place,  it  was  an  inconvenience 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  fight,  as  the  rebels  did  not  fire  often  enough 
to  show  us  which  were  the  remaining  efficient  ones.  We  saw  one  of 
them  tumbled  over  by  our  fire,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  most  of  them 
or  their  carriages  received  disabling  shots  over  and  over  again  from  the 
ironclads.  Never  was  a  work  better  prepared  for  an  assault.  The 
position  of  the  ironclads  was  nearly  on  a  continuation  of  the  line  of  the 
sea  face  of  the  tort,  and  their  fire  was  chiefly  directed  against  the  land 
face.  At  the  iifiomeut  of  the  assault  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  that 
the  guns  on  this  face  could  not  be  used  against  our  advancing  men. 
The  so-called  sea  or  southeast  face,  where  our  sailors  assaulted,  ex)uld 
not  be  so  nearly  approached  in  front  by  our  vessels  on  account  of  shoals, 
and  consequently  was  stronger.  We  were  near  witnesses  of  the  splen- 
did fighting  of  our  army.    After  our  troops  had  entered  the  fort,  our 
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fire,  with  tliat  of  others,  I  suppose,  was  against  a  gan  on  the  sea  face 
near  the  east  angle,  which  had  been  reversed  and  which  alone  of  all. 
the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher  was  firing  on  them  rapidly  with  grape.  The 
ricochet  of  our  shell  enfiladed  the  sea  face,  which  swarmed  with  rebel 
musketeers.  As  it  grew  dark  the  gun  became  silent  (we  afterwards 
ascertained  it  had  been  disabled)  and  the  flash  of  muskets  along  the 
sea  face  almost  ceased. 

The  XV -inch  guns  were,  I  feel  sure,  not  excelled  in  accuracy  by  any 
guns  present,  while  they,  of  course,  far  exceeded  them  in  power.  The 
smoke  cleared  rapidly  from  our  turrets.  Five  shot  struck  our  side 
armor,  somewhat  starting  the  plating,  and  the  turrets  and  armor  of 
the  ventilating  pipe  were  struck  five  times.  There  were  also  trifling 
hits  from  pieces  of  shell.  Our  injuries  are  of  little  consequence.  Dur- 
ing our  long  fight  and  hard  work  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Monadnock 
did  their  duty  zealously  and  gallantly.  I  have  to  renew  the  commen- 
dations, made  in  my  report  of  the  previous  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  N.  Miller  and  of  Assistant  Paymaster  John 
S.  Woolson,  who  again  acted  as  aid  and  signal  officer.  Acting  Chief 
Engineer  J.  Q.  A.  Ziegler,  by  faithfiilly  watching  for  symptoms  of  fail- 
ing of  the  turret  and  other  gear,  and  the  application  of  timely  and  rapid 
repairs,  enabled  us  to  come  out  of  the  acticm  in  x)6rfect  order. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[EndorsAinent.] 

Respectfully  forwarded.    This  report  has  just  been  received,  Febru- 
ary 20, 1865. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  TT.  8.  Nayy,  reoommending  Quartermaiter  Dunn  for  a  medal 

of  honor. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 
James  River,  Virginia,  March  21,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  to  the  Department,  as  worthy 
of  a  medal  of  honor,  William  Dunn,  a  quartermaster  of  this  vessel. 

During  the  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  24th  and  25th  December, 
1864,  and  the  13th,  14th.  and  15th  of  January,  1865,  he  was  stationed  at 
the  lead.  Tlie  responsibilities  of  his  duties  continued  when  the  vessel 
was  at  anchor,  as  her  propellers  were  kept  in  motion  to  make  her  tur- 
rets bear,  and  consequently  the  shooting  away  of  her  chain  might  have 
caused  her  to  ground. 

His  attention  to  duty  was  constant,  and  his  cheerful  coolness  and 
disdain  of  shelter  attracted  the  notice  of  all  on  deck.    His  general 
character  is  excellent. 
The  following  is  his  descriptive  list 
I  am,  respectfully, 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander.] 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
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Btport  of  lientexumt-Commander  Belknap,  U.  &  Vavy,  oommaadiiig  U.  8.  8.  Camwiwii. 

U.  S.  8.  Canonious, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  January  17 j  1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  daring  the  actions  of  the  13thf 
14th,  and  15th  instant,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
this  ship  engaged  that  work  at  a  distance  of  700  yards,  perhaps  a  little 
closer  on  the  15th,  as  the  smoothness  of  the  sea  enabled  me  to  go  into 
shoaler  water  than  on  the  preceding  days,  having  at  one  time  only  a 
foot  and  a  half  of  water  to  spare  under  our  keel. 

On  the  first  day  of  attack,  the  13th,  the  enemy  replied  vigorously  to 
our  fire  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  heavier  ships  coming  intx) 
line  soon  drove  them  into  their  bombproofs.  Soon  after  we  had  taken 
position  it  became  evident  that  since  the  previous  attack  a  reinforce- 
ment of  experienced  artillerists  had  been  received  in  the  fort,  as  its  fire 
was  much  more  accurate  and  spirited  than  before.  They  soon  obtained 
our  range  and  struck  the  ship  frequently,  while  many  shots  fell  close 
alongside.  Upon  one  occasion  two  shots  out  of  three,  fired  simultane- 
ously, struck  the  side  armor,  abreast  of  the  turret. 

We  count  36  hits  this  day,  and  everything  about  the  deck  not  shot- 
proof  was  badly  cut  up.  Two  men  were  knocked  down  and  stunned  at 
the  guns  by  the  impact  of  a  X-inch  shot  upon  the  turret.  The  flag  was 
shot  away  twice,  and  gallantly  replaced  by  Quartermaster  Daniel  D. 
Stevens. 

Kot  content  with  solid  shot,  the  enemy  fired  shells  occasionally,  to 
burst  over  the  turret,  and  now  and  then  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter 
whistled  over  us. 

On  the  second  and  third  days  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  compara- 
tively feeble  and  principally  directed  at  the  gunboats,  and  when  the 
larger  ships  came  into  action  ceased  altogether.  An  occasional  musket 
shot  fell  near  us,  and  when  the  naval  assaulting  column  was  driven 
back  many  of  the  bullets  and  gra)>eshot  fired  at  our  gallant  fellows 
passed  over  us,  some  few  striking  the  ship.  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
John  W.  Saville  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  left  thigh  from  a  grape- 
shot.  At  this  time  we  also  received  a  X-inch  shot  on  the  side  armor, 
fired  from  the  water  battery  on  the  right  of  the  sea  face  of  the  fort. 

Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  and  every  eftbrt  was  made  (o  dis- 
mount the  euemy^s  guns,  and,  though  almost  hidden  by  traverses,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  we  succeeded  in  dismounting  two  of  them.  Acting 
Ensign  M.  W.  Weld  knocked  over  a  0-inch  rifle  on  the  second  day,  and 
the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  disposed  of  a  X-inch 
columbiad  on  the  third  day  of  the  action.  1  also  saw  a  shell  from  the 
Monadnock  dismount  a  gun,  and  a  shot  from  the  Mahopa^)  knock  the 
muzzle  off  from  another. 

We  expended  during  the  three  days  297  XV  inch  shells. 

I  have  to  thank  the  officers  and  crew  for  the  zeal  and  gallant  spirit 
manifested  throughout  the  fight,  and  for  the  cheerful  manner  in  which 
they  worked  at  night,  taking  on  board  ammunition  after  the  arduous 
and  exhausting  work  of  the  day. 

I  again  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  and  that  of  the  Department 
the  services  of  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  the  efficiency  and  readiness  which  enabled  me  at  all 
times  to  be  prompt  in  all  movements  required  of  the  shi]).  Equally 
fortunate  in  the  services  of  Chief  Engineer  D.  B.  Macomb,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  powder  division  was  ably  commanded  by  Acting  Master  D.  S. 
Murphy,  assisted  by  Acting  Ensigns  Seekins  and  Center.    Acting 
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Ensign  M.  W.  Weld  showed  great  aptitude  in  handling  the  guns  under 
the  supervision  of  the  executive  oflBcer.  Assistant  Paymaster  E,  P. 
Lisle,  acting  as  aid,  merits  my  thanks  for  the  intelligent  manner  in 
which  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  signal  officer.  Acting  Master  and 
Pilot  Edward  A.  Decker  performed  his  duties  with  his  accustomed 
coolness  and  discretion. 

I  enclose  the  executive  officer's  report  of  damages  received.  I  have 
already  forwarded  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties.  I  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  you,  admiral,  upon  the  orilliant  victory  which  has  crowned 
your  efforts  at  this  point,  and  which  is  the  more  gratifying,  as  it  proves 
conclusively  that  on  a  former  memorable  occasion  the  possession  of  the 
fort  '<  would  have  been  found  an  easier  conquest  than  was  supposed" 
had  the  attempt  been  made  to  occupy  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant' Commander y  Commanding, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron j  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 


Report  of  Lieatenant   MoCook,  TT.  8.  Nayy,  regarding  damages  snstamed   by  the  TT.  8.  8. 

Canonioof. 

U.  S.  S.  Ganonious, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina^  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  sustained  by 
this  vessel  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  13th,  14th, 
and  15th  instant: 

Three  shots  on  turret,  doing  no  material  damage.  One  shot  on  base 
ring  of  turret,  knocking  out  four  through  bolts  and  loosening  three 
others. 

One  shot  on  side  armor  forward,  cutting  through  all  thicknesses  of 
armor  and  penetrating  the  overhang  to  a  depth  of  8  inches.  Five  shots 
on  side  armor  abreast  of  turret;  one  of  these  cut  through  all  plates  of 
armor,  penetrated  the  overhang  to  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and  ripped  up  a 
deck  plate  for  half  its  length.  Four  of  these  shots  struck  close 
together,  and  have  started  the  side  armor  nearly  an  inch  from  the  over- 
hang for  a  distance  of  6  feet,  besides  breaking  and  spreading  the  plates 
and  starting  a  number  of  the  bolts.  One  other  shot  on  side  armor 
abreast  of  smokestack. 

Three  shots  on  deck  plating,  doing  no  damage. 

Seven  shots  through  upper  part  of  smokestack,  and  four  on  the 
armor.  In  addition,  the  stack  was  badly  cut  up  by  pieces  of  broken 
shot  and  fragments  of  shell.    Three  smokestack  guys  shot  away. 

A  large  hole  knocked  in  turret  rifle  guard  by  piece  of  side  armor. 

Compass  shot  away. 

One  shot  through  ventilating  pipe  and  a  hole  knocked  in  it  by  piece 
of  shot.    One  guy  shot  away. 

One  boat  davit  and  two  strong  backs  shot  away. 

The  gig  and  third  cutter  shot  to  pieces;  the  second  cutter  has  a  large 
shot  through  her,  but  may  be  repaired. 

The  forward  and  after  flagstaffs  shot  away. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  S.  MoGooK, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  U.  a,  S,  Canonicm, 
N  W  R — VOL  11 30 
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Report  of  AaiftaBt  SiixfMii  TUwrnmont,  U.  8.  RaTj,  ngardiiig  OMoaltiM  on  th*  U.  8.  1 

Canooieni. 

U.  S.  8.  Oanonious, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:   I  have  the   honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  which 
occurred  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  three  days'  engagement  with 
the  rebel  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  near  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bobert  Ludbig,  seaman,  contused  wound  of  chest,  caused  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell  which  passed  through  the  sight  hole  into  the  turret. 

Thomas  Thompson,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  foot,  caused  by  recoil 
of  a  gun. 

J.  W.  Saville,  second  assistant  engineer,  contusion  with  slight  lacer- 
ation of  both  thighs,  caused  by  the  passing  of  a  grapeshot  between  the 
limbs. 

The  wounded  are  doing  well  and  will  require  no  other  treatment  than 
can  readily  be  practiced  on  board  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Horatio  N.  Beaumont, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Comman<ler  (t.  E.  Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  lieatanant-Commander  Weaver,  IT.  B.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Mahopac. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 
Off  Fort  Finher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  actions  against  Fort  Fisher  of  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  instant: 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  13th  in  obedience  to  order  by  signal,  cleared  ship 
for  action  and  steamed  in  toward  Fort  Fisher,  took  our  assigned  posi- 
tion between  ihe^New  Ironnides  and  the  fort,  and  at  9:  27  a.  m.  opened 
fire,  using  5-second  fuzes  and  35  pound  charges  of  powder.  At  the 
second  discharge  of  g-un  No.  1  (X  V-incli)  it  burst  4  feet  and  3  inches 
from  the  muzzle,  killing  none,  and  doing  no  material  damage  to  the 
turret.  Continued  the  action  with  the  remaining  gun  until  G:  30  p.  m.; 
expended  5(>  shell  and  56  35-pound  charges. 

At  11:20  a.  m.  on  the  14th  opened  lire  on  the  fort,  and  continued 
until  0: 15  p.  ni.  Expended  46  shell  and  46  35pound  charges;  weighed 
anchor  and  moved  a  short  distance  out. 

At  7:15  a.  m.  on  the  16th  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  in  as  near 
the  fort  as  possible,  and  at  7 :  50  commenced  action,  and  continued  firing 
until  3:30  p.  m.,  when  the  signal  was  made  to  <;ease  firing  and  storm 
the  fort. 

Expended  41  shell,  10  cored  shot,  and  61  35-pound  charges. 

During  the  three  days'  actions  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times  by 
the  enemy's  shot,  but  done  no  material  damage. 

In  conclusion  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  every  officer 
and  man  did  his  entire  duty  to  my  perfect  satisfaction. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  no  panic  or  disorganization  took 
place  at  the  time  of  the  bursting  of  our  immense  gun,  in  a  space  so 
limited  and  with  so  many  men  in  close  proximity,  for  in  a  few  moments 
afterwards  everything  was  in  order  for  the  continuance  of  the  engage- 
ment with  our  only  remaining  gun. 
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Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  apon  the  saccess,  so  unlimited, 
which  you  have  achieved,  with  a  worthy  cooperation  on  the  part  of  our 
army. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Weaver, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


B«port  of  Commander  CoUionn,  U.  B.  Vayy,  oommanding  V,  B.  B.  Bangui. 

IT.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 
Off  Fort  Fishery  Federal  Point,  N.  (7.,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir:  In  the  action  with  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  Saugus 
was  struck  eleven  times.    At  6  p.  m,  one  of  the  XV-inch  guns  (No.  29) 
burst,  wounding  severely  James  Casey,  seaman.    On  the  14th  and  15tli 
the  enemy  did  not  fire  at  us.    I  would  commend  to  your  favorable 
notice  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Saugus  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
fought  the  vessel  for  three  days  under  great  fatigue,  fighting  all  day, 
and  taking  in  ammunition  by  night. 
On  the  13th  instant  we  fired  100  5-second  shell. 
On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  21  5second  sheU. 
On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  0  4-8econd  shrapneL 
On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  8  solid  shot. 
On  the  15th  instant  we  fired  67  5- second  shell. 
On  the  15th  instant  we  fired  7  4-8econd  shrapnel. 
Total,  212. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  R.  Oolhoun, 

Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Peake,  TT.  B.  Navy,  of  iignriee  reoeived  by  the  IT.  8.  8.  Saugos. 

U.  S.  S.  Saugus, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  submit  a  memorandum  of  the 
most  important  repairs  needed  on  this  vessel. 

In  addition  to  the  injuries  received  on  turret  as  per  reports  of  June 
25  and  December  6,  1864,  the  pilot  house  has  since  been  struck  by 
an  Xl-inch  solid  shot  from  Fort  Fisher,  breaking  eight  bolts  and 
loosening  twenty  others,  cracking  one  sheet  from  the  corner  of  sight 
hole  (striking  ten  inches  below  sight  hole);  and  another  shot,  received 
on  turret  near  the  top,  has  broken  twenty-five  bolts  and  loosened 
twelve  others,  and  cracked  inside  sheet,  bulging  it  in  1  inch  and  crack- 
ing the  plates,  the  cracks  radiating  12  inches  from  center.  The  deck 
to  be  raised  and  secured  around  smokestack. 

The  bevel  wheel  of  turret  gear  to  be  raised  and  secured,  and  also  a 
new  bevel  pinion  for  turret  gear. 

There  is  also  a  XV-inch  gun  to  be  removed  and  replaced  by  a  new 
one. 

I  would  wish  to  increase  the  area  of  opening  through  side  of  ship  for 
main  injection. 
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There  is  also  about  one-third  of  a  blade  of  the  propeller  brokeu  off, 
making  it  desirable  to  have  a  new  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Peaks, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer j  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  E.  R.  Oolhoun, 

Commanding  U,  8.  Steamer  Saugus. 


Saport  of  Captain  Aldan,  U.  S.  Nayy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  BrooUjiL 

U.  S.  8.  Brooklyn, 
Off  New  Inletj  Cape  Fear  River ^  January  16*,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  part 
that  this  ship  took  in  the  action  of  the  Idth,  14th,  and  15th  instant: 

At  4:30,  being  in  ]>osition  as  leading  ship  in  line  of  battle  No.  1,  got 
nnderway  at  5  o^clock  with  the  transports  forming  another  line  on  the 
l)ort  beam  and  stood  in  for  the  shore.  When  within  000  or  800  yards 
ftom  the  beach,  changed  the  course  and  stood  along  parallel  with  it  to 
the  westward  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods,  all  the  vessels  of  the 
line  joining  in.  Passed  Flag  Pond  battery,  and,  at  8:10,  anchored  in 
line  ahead  with  the  transports  on  the  port  beam.  At  9:30  all  the 
vessels  sent  boats  to  assist  [in]  landing  tiie  troops.  A  brisk  fire  was 
kept  up  upon  the  woods  till  11  a.  m.  At  1  p.  m.  the  boats  returned. 
At  3  the  troops  were  all  landed.  At  4  admiral  made  signal  to  the  line 
to  take  i)osition  and  engage  the  enemy.  At  4:30  anchored  under  the 
stern  of  the  New  Ironsides  and  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher,  the  vessels 
of  the  line  anchoring  as  they  got  into  position  and  commenced  the 
attack.    At  5: 45  ceased  firing,  when  the  vessels  withdrew. 

On  the  14th,  at  2:30  p.  m.,  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal, 
took  i)OSition,  and  at  2:45  opened  (Ire  again  upon  Fort  F'isher.  Ceased 
the  bombardment  at  dark,  lieniained  in  imsition,  vessels  tiring  one 
hour  each  during  the  night. 

January  //5. — Soon  after  daylight  withdrew  and  nile<l  up  with  shell 
from  the  Aries,  At  12  m.  sent  three  boats  (all  that  were  available), 
armed  and  ecjuipiHjd,  to  the  admiral,  which  soon  after  lande<l  their 
crews  with  the  rest  of*  the  boats  of  the  fleet.  At  1  p.  m.  got  into  action 
again  with  the  tleel,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
ceased  firing;  soon  after  which  the  fort  surrendered  to  the  assaulting 
party  of  the  army,  which  liad  gained  a  footing  before  dark. 

I  am  pleased  to  add  that  all,  both  officers  and  men,  did  their  duty 
nobly  and  well.  But  1  can  not  conclude  this  report  without  paying  a 
tribute  to  the  abilities  and  ofhcer-like  bearing  of  my  executive  officer, 
liieutcuiant  Thomsis  L.  Swann.  To  his  wise  management  is  mainly  due 
the  exact  discipline  and  ready  obedience  to  orders  that  are  found  on 
board  this  vessel.  In  a  word,  1  have  never  commanded  a  better 
organized  or  better  disciplined  ship  than  this. 

Knsign  CassePs  report  in  relation  to  the  storming  party  which  left  the 
ship  under  his  charge,  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  (which  1  am 
happy  to  say  are  very  slight),  together  with  the  gunner's  report  of 
projectiles  and  ammunition  expended,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

With  my  hearty  congratulations  for  your  success  in  this  most  signal 
victory, 

I  am.  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain, 

liear-Admiral  David  1).  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Acting  Eudgn  Caasel,  IT.  S.  Navy,  oommandiiig  aaiaaltmg  party  from  the  TT.  8.  8. 

Brooklyn. 

U.  8.  S.  Brooklyn,  January  17 ^  1605. 
Sir  :  lu  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  tbe  party  in  my  immediate  charge  on  the  15th  instant: 

After  landing  and  reporting  to  Captain  Breese  I  was  assigned  to  the 
third  division,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  and  by  him  was 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  that  body.  In  the  charge  which  fol- 
lowed we  kept  our  position  and  remained  under  fire  of  the  fort  until  the 
retreat  was  ordered,  when  all  organization  was  at  an  end.  1  collected 
my  own  men  afterwards  as  far  as  possible,  and  remained  on  the  beach 
until  morning,  when  we  embarked  and  returned  to  the  Brooklyn,  I 
have  to  report  the  loss  of  3  men  missing  and  1  wounded.  Of  the  first, 
two  are  sup]>osed  to  have  been  lost  in  the  explosion  on  the  following 
morning,  and  1  have  since  learned  that  the  third  was  taken  on  board 
the  Susquehanna  and  thence  sent  to  the  hospital  vessel. 
The  marines  not  being  with  me,  I  know  nothing  of  their  proceedings. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Douglas  Cassel, 
Acting  Ensign^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Maolsby,  TT.  B.  Nayy,  giving  list  of  cafoalties  on  the  TT.  8.  8.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
Off  New  Inlet,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  resulting  from  the  assault 
on  the  rebel  defenses  on  the  15th  instant: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Wounds. 

Remarks. 

CJliarlea  FAllmann               ..... 

Seaman 

Gnnshot,  ohest 

Slight. 
Severe. 

Abel  Cole          

do 

Gnnshot,  arm 

Jameft  Jack>w>n .  -  -  r ,  -  r  - 

Private  (marine)  — 

Slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Maulsby, 

Surgeon. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,  TT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican,  tranimitting  report 

of  oaenalties. 

U.  S.  S.  MOHIOAN, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  the  Mohican  was  got  underway,  following  the  Brooklyn,  and 
followed  by  tlie  Tacony  and  the  vessels  composing  the  line,  and  stood  in 
and  along  the  coast  until  the  Half  Moon  battery  was  reached,  some  3 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher,  when  the  line  anchored  on  sig- 
nal and  the  shore  line  was  shelled. 
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On  sijoial  all  of  our  boats  were  sent  to  aid  in  debarking  the  troops, 
which  was  accomplished  at  aboat  3  p.  m.  Ou  signal  at  3 :  35  the  Mohican 
was  again  underway  in  line,  as  before,  in  close  order,  and  anchored  on 
signal  in  line  with  kedge  astern  and  anchor  ahead,  in  position  assigned, 
opening  on  Fort  Fisher  at  4 :  25  and  firing  deliberately  until  5 :  30,  when 
we,  withdrew  on  signal.  Ninety-two  IX-inch  shells  were  expended  dur- 
ing the  day. 

At  9 :  15  a.  m.  of  the  15th  the  Mohican  was  got  underway.  On  signal 
and  by  verbal  order  went  in  to  deliver  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  making  fast 
a  stem  line  to  the  New  Ironsides  for  a  spring,  and  anchoring.  At  10 :  30 
we  opened  a  deliberate  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  directed  by  signals  from 
time  to  time,  and  maintained  it  until  3 :  47,  when  signal  was  mt^e  to  cease 
firing.  During  the  day  327  IX-inch  shells  were  fired  and  17  30- pounder 
rifle  shells,  the  latter  directed  at  steamers  in  the  river  with  rebel  troops 
and  on  the  Federal  Point  batteries.  The  firing  on  both  days  was  care- 
faWj  delivered  and  was  effective. 

In  the  meantime,  obeying  signal,  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  cutters 
were  dispatched,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  William  Buiditt, 
Acting  Master's  Mate  James  G.  Paine,  and  Acting  Boatswain  Josiah 
B.  Aiken,  with  boats'  crews,  containing  a  total  of  fifty-two  officers,  sail- 
ors, and  marines,  to  the  rendezvous  on  the  beach. 

The  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  has  been  given  in  a  separate 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Oomfnander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Endosare.] 

U.  S.  S.  MoraoAN, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir:  The  following  casualties  occurred  to  the  crew  of  the  Mohican 
in  our  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  yesterday : 


"^0. 

Name. 

Kate. 

Remarks. 

1 

Oscar  Smith 

Sergeant,  marines . . 
Marine 

Wound  of  neck ;  slight. 

Bullet  wound  through  lea  wrist. 

Bullet  wound  below  left  knee. 

Wound  of  left  hand. 

Killed ;  shot  through  heart. 

Bullet  wound  of  left  thigh. 

Flesh  wound  right  leg. 

Bullet  wound  below  right  knee. 

Bullet  wound  left  shonlder;  also  by  es 

maganine  in  Fort  Finhor  today. 
Severe  contuHions  of  bifaot  and  hatfV. 
Sprain  of  right  foot. 

? 

JohiiLeMottRu8««ll.. 
Stephen  Mooro 

3 

do 

4 

Albert  E.  Harlowe 

John  Sweeney 

John  Sullivan 

Michael  McCauley 

Samuel  W.Woodward.. 
John  (iraham 

William  F.Kvan 

Coxswain 

IS 

do 

A 

Seaman 

7 

do 

8 
0 

10 

Ordinary  seaman  ... 
Corporal,  marineH... 

plosion  of 

11 

Richard  Brodorick 

....  do  ...... 

Hiram  J.  Henkey  (landsman)  is  missing;  was  known  to  have  been 
wounded  and  supposed  to  have  been  taken  on  board  of  some  vessel 
belonging  to  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

(Jominander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Report  of  LioiitMiaiit-Commaiidor  Tmztim,  V,  8.  Na^y,  cioininaiiiMiig  U.  B.  B.  Tmooj,  tnuiimit- 

ting  additional  roporti. 

U.  S.  S.  Taoony, 
Cape  Fear  Bivevj  North  Carolina^  January  19^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  bv  this 
vessel  in  the  reduction  of  the  enemy's  works  at  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina: 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  4:50  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  took  xK)sition 
assigned  in  line  of  battle  and  at  7 :  20  a.  m.  commenced  shelling  the  woods 
to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  8 :  12  sent  the  boats  to  aid  in  land- 
ing troops  and  continued  thus  employed  until  3:35  p.  m.,  when  stood  in 
and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  5 :  50  p.  m.  ceased  firing  and  retired 
fh>m  action  by  signal  from  flagship.    No  casualties  during  the  day. 

At  1 :  30  p.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  again  took  position  and  opened  fire 
upHon  the  enemy's  works;  continued  engaged  till  dark,  when  ceased 
firing  by  order ;  remained  in  position  near  the  forts  all  night.  No  injury 
to  vessel  or  crew  duriug  this  day. 

On  the  15th,  at  12:10  a.  m.,  opened  a  rapid  fire  for  one  hour*on  the 
forts.  By  the  premature  explosion  of  a  gun  Hugh  Lee,  landsman,  had 
his  right  arm  blown  off.  John  Wild,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Thomas 
Stanton,  captain  forecastle,  were  wounded.  At  10:15  a.  m.  sent  a 
detachment  of  30  men,  under  Acting  Ensigns  James  B.  Taney  and 
Thomas  Oolding,  to  assist  in  storming  the  batteries.  At  1  p.  m.  again 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  works.  Continued  engaged  until  2 :35  p.  m., 
when  ceased  firiug  by  signal  from  flagship.  During  the  night  our 
boats  returned,  also  oue  belonging  to  the  losooy  briuging  a  number  of 
men,  wounded  during  the  charge  by  the  seamen  on  Fort  Fisher.  At 
10  p.  m.  the  fleet  were  informed  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  16th  instant,  at  2  p.  m.,  anchored  in  New  Inlet,  North  Caro- 
lina, in  company  with  the  Sansacus  and  Kansa^j  all  having  followed  the 
lead  of  Commander  Clitz  in  the  Osceola. 

On  the  17th  instant  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George  Hopkins 
attended  the  rebel  wounded  on  shore.  The  vessel's  boats  employed 
removing  torpedoes  from  the  channel. 

On  the  18th  instant  crossed  the  Bip,  entered  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and 
at  3:10  p.  m.  anchored  near  Fort  Lamb,  the  gun  carriages,  traverses, 
and  woodwork  of  which  I  destroyed,  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  In 
Fort  Lamb  was  a  galvanic  battery  in  good  working  order,  connecting 
with  copper  wires,  which  I  this  morning  caused  to  be  uuderrun,  and 
which  I  found  led  directly  across  the  river  to  the  magazine  in  Fort 
Fisher.  This,  I  believe,  will  fully  account  for  the  mysterious  exjilo- 
sion  on  the  16tli  instant  by  which  over  200  gallant  men  lost  their  lives; 
if  so,  it  was  the  most  dastardly  act  of  the  war. 

1  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  all  under  my  command. 
Acting  Ensigns  James  B.  Taney  and  Thomas  Golding  gallantiy  led  the 
seamen  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher,  in  which  4  men  were  killed  and 
10  wounded;  James  Tallentine  (quarter  gunner),  ever  foremost  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  reached  the  top  of  the  parapet  under  a  mur- 
derous fire,  only  to  fall  inside  the  fortifications,  giving  a  v^oable  life  to 
his  country. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  William  S.  Hosford,  who  for  more  than 
a  year  has  (^minanded  the  after  ]KJwder  division,  worked  as  usual  most 
untiringly.  1  am  greatly  indebted  to  Acting  Master  Kudolph  Sommers, 
who  aited  as  signal  oflBcer.  The  good  conduct  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  John  A.  (^)n:utt  deserves  to  be  mentioned.  In  fact,  sir,  the  c^on- 
duct  of  all  during  the  past  seven  days  has  been  most  [iraisewartby. 
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I  enclose  report  of  killed  and  wounded ;  also  gnnuer's  report  of  ammu- 
nition expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Commander, 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

[Bnclosures.] 

TJ.  8.  8.  Taoony, 
Cape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolina^  January  Idj  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  this  vessel 
during  the  late  engagement  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.  : 

15th  instant,  wounded  (by  the  premature  discharge  of  one  of  the  guns 
of  this  vessel) :  Hugh  Lee.  landsman ;  right  hand  shattered  and  right 
arm  broken;  amputation  below  the  elbow.  Thomas  Stanton,  captain 
forecastle;  left  eye  badly  ii^ured  by  the  burning  of  the  iK)wder  while 
serving  the  vent;  serious.  He  is  also  much  bruised  in  left  side  and  hip 
by  the  recoil  of  the  gun.  John  Wild,  ordinary  seaman;  left  hand 
burned  and  contused ;  not  serious. 

Same  date,  killed:  Bichard  Acton,  landsman;  James  Tallentine, 
quarter  gunner;  Cornelius  Blachiere,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded:  William  Brown,  seaman;  shot  through  both  thighs  and 
lefb  arm,  musketry ;  died  next  morning.  Jas.  H.  Spencer,  ordinary  sea- 
man; gunshot  fracture  of  right  thigh,  musketry;  serious.  Martin 
Ooberty,  seaman ;  gunshot  firacture  of  left  thigh,  upper  third,  musketry. 
John  Van  Schoten, landsman;  conical  ball  through  pelvis;  resultdoubt- 
fhl.  Horace  Wheeler,  ordinary  seaman ;  gunshot  fracture  of  left  leg, 
musketry;  serious.  Samuel  McKinley,  landsman ;  flesh  wound  of  both 
legs,  musketry;  not  serious.  Patrick  Kelly,  landsman;  flesh  wound  of 
right  leg,  musketry;  not  serious.  Martin  Howard,  landsman;  flesh 
wound  of  right  leg,  musketry;  not  serious.  William  Stewart,  lands- 
man ;  right  elbow,  musketry;  ball  probably  lodged  in  or  near  the  joint. 

William  Gillespie,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Henry  Miller,  ordinary  sea- 
man, who  are  missing,  were  reported  to  me  as  wounded  and  taken  on 
board  some  other  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  Hopkins, 

Acting  Asnintant  Surgeon, 

Lieutenant-Oommander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Tacony. 

Ammunition  expended  by  the  U,  S,  S,  Tacony  durinff  the  engagements  of  the  ISth,  14th, 
and  15th  January y  1865 ^  with  the  forte  at  yew  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

On  the  13th  .Tanoary.  1865: 

20-8ecoiid  Xl-inch  shell 4S 

20-8econd  IX-inch  eholl 51 

15-8econd  12-ponnder  rifl j  shell 36 

Percussion  rifle  shell 3 

On  the  14th  January,  1865: 

Xl-inch  shell 165 

IX-inch  shell 186 

12-poander  rifle  shell 32 

On  the  15th  January,  18a5: 

Xl-inch  shell 48 

XI  inch  shot 21 

IX-inch  shell 108 

liespeotfully, 

BoBBBT  Campbell, 

Acting  Gunner, 
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Explanatory  letteir  from  B«ar-Ad]iiiral  Porter,  V,  8.  Navy,  to  Lloiitonant-Comxnander  Tmzton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  oommendiiig  his  actum  in  the  leoond  attack  npon  Fort  liilier. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River,  February  18^  1865. 
Sib  :  Tour  letter  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received.  I  very  much 
regret  that  you  should  have  taken  so  much  to  heart  what  certainly  was 
uever  intended  you  should.  Captain  Breese  gave  you  the  order  cor- 
rectly. My  object  was  to  have  you  directly  in  line  between  the  Pequot 
and  Brooklyn  to  prevent  anyone  being  hurt  from  premature  explosion 
of  shell.  From  my  position  you  appeared  farther  out  than  it  appears 
you  were  from  your  letter,  hence  my  signal  to  go  in  closer.  Not  seem- 
ing to  understand  what  I  wished,  I  made  the  signal  which  has  given 
you  pain.  In  this  you  mistake  my  motives.  I  had  no  intention  of  with- 
drawing you  from  action  altogether,  but  simply  a  temporary  withdrawal, 
that  I  might  the  better  place  j^ou  as  I  wished. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  you  took  up  your  new  position  pleased 
me  highly,  and  I  do  assure  you  there  has  been  no  other,  officer  in  this 
squadron  in  whom  I  have  more  confidence  or  for  whom  I  have  a  higher 
respect. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

David  I).  Porter, 
Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ta^cony. 


Report  of  Ideatenant-Commander  Watmoogli,  TS,  8.  Havy,  commanding  TS,  8.  8.  Kansas. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina,  January  19y  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  vessel  took  in  the  reduction  of  the  works  defending  New  Inlet, 
Cape  Fear  Eiver. 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  7 :  15  a.  m.,  the  first  line  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  close  order,  by  signal,  and  shelled  Flag  Pond  battery  and  the  adja- 
cent woods.  At  7 :  40  a.  m.  anchored  in  same  order,  and  at  7 :  45  sent 
boats  to  assist  in  disembarking  the  land  forces.  At  10  a.  m.  ceased 
firing.  At  3 :  40  p.  m.  got  underway,  in  obedience  to  signal  to  first  line, 
and  stood  toward  Fort  Fisher.  At  5 :  05  anchored  in  line  and  opened 
fire  on  the  fort.  At  5 :  40  ceased  firing,  by  signal,  and  retired  from  range, 
and  at  G :  20  p.  m.  came  to. 

On  the  14th  instant,  at  1 :  30  p.  m.,  got  underway  by  signal  to  this  ves- 
sel, and  stood  in  toward  Fort  Fisher.  Anchored  close  in  to  the  beach, 
to  the  northeast  of  the  fort  and  distant  1,700  yards.  At  2: 10  p.  m. 
opened  fire.  At  7  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  by  order,  for  the  night.  At  4  a.  m. 
the  15th  instant  resumed  the  fire  for  an  hour.  At  5:30  a.  m.  retired 
from  position  and  went  to  the  ordnance  steamer  Aries  to  replenish  ammu- 
nition. At  11  a.  m.  dispatched  the  launch  with  19  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Acting  Ensign  Williams,  to  report  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese, 
commanding  the  naval  brigade  on  shore.  At  12 :  45  p.  m.  got  underway, 
and  took  up  a  position  between  second  and  third  lines,  and  opened  fire 
on  Mound  and  other  batteries.  At  3  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  by  si^al,  as 
the  naval  brigade  was  assaulting  the  northeast  angle  of  Fort  Fisher; 
the  assault  failing,  resumed  fire  at  5 :  30,  directing  our  fire  at  the  Mound. 
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At  9 :  15  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  as  the  land  forces  were  progressing  in  their 
assault.  At  aboat  10  p.  m.  the  load  cheering  and  illamiuation  of  the 
fleet  announced  the  fall  of  the  forts.  On  the  16th  instant,  at  1 :  30  p.  m., 
followed  the  Osceola,  Commander  Glitz,  over  the  bar  of  N'ew  Inlet  and 
anchored  under  the  Mound.  This  vessel  was  not  struck,  and  our  only 
casualty  was  in  the  person  of  James  Arnold,  landsman,  wounded  in  the 
knee  during  the  assault. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  that,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
tracted labors  and  exposure  of  the  officers  and  men,  they  continued 
cheerful  and  prompt  up  to  the  last  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pendleton  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Eniign  WUliami,  TS.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  aatanltiiig  party  from  the  IT.  8.  S. 


U.  S.  S.  Kansas, 
OffNetc  Inlet  J  North  Carolina,  January  16, 1865. 
Sm :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  the  morning  of  January  15  I  left 
this  ship,  at  II  a.  m.,  in  command  of  19  men,  to  assist  in  the  assault  of 
Fort  Fisher.  I  landed  with  my  men  safely  on  the  beach,  at  a  distance 
of  2^  miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  rebel  earthworks; 
ordered  my  boat  off  to  a  safe  anchorage,  with  2  men  as  boat  keepers.  I 
then  proceeded  with  the  remaining  17  men  and  reported  to  Fleet 
Oaptain  Breese,  who  ordered  me  to  rei>ort  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker,  commanding  the  second  division,  which  I  promptly  did,  form- 
ing my  men  at  the  same  time  on  the  left  of  second  division,  who  were 
drawn  up  in  lino  of  battle  on  a  plain  to  the  rear  of  the  beach.  Five  of 
my  men  (coal  heavers),  with  shoveLs,  were  ordered  to  join  the  divisional 
intrenching  party.  At  about  1  p.  m.  we  advanced  in  divisions  toward 
Fort  Fisher,  and  halted  about  1  mile  from  the  fort  to  rest  the  men,  see 
the  arms  in  good  order,  and  receive  our  final  orders.  About  2 :  30  p.  m. 
we  advanced  in  columns  to  the  shelter  of  the  breastworks  thrown  up 
by  the  intrenching  party  of  ea<h  division,  where  we  halted  for  a  few 
minutes,  then  flanked  to  the  left,  regaining  the  beach,  when  the  order 
was  given  to  double-quick  to  gain  a  position  about  500  yards  distant, 
near  the  sea  wall  of  the  fort.  The  order  then  passed  along  the  line  to 
halt,  and  for  every  man  to  lie  down,  so  as  to  regain  his  wind  for  the 
charge  and  to  see  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  cease  firing.  At  about  3 :  15 
p.  m.,  everything  being  ready,  the  order  passed  along  the  lines  to  charge 
en  masse  on  the  northern  angle  of  the  sea  wall,  which  was  done  on  the 
ruu,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  Fort  Fisher  and  the  great 
guns  on  the  Mound,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  nunibi^r  of  our  men. 
On  gaining  the  base  of  the  wall  we  found  it  defended  by  a  ditch  and 
stockade,  which  caused  a  sudden  halt,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  being 
poured  into  us  all  the  time.  The  men  here  lay  down  to  protect  them- 
selves. About  this  time  the  men  in  the  rear  on  the  beach  broke  and 
fled,  panic-stricken,  which  caused  a  general  retreat  on  the  run,  every  man 
for  himself.  As  all  command  over  the  men  was  lost,  myself  and  several 
other  officers,  under  Captain  Gushing,  stayed  behind,  after  retreating  a 
short  distance,  and  assisted  the  wounded  to  the  best  of  our  abilities. 
This  being  done,  I  then  started  up  the  beach  to  collect  my  own  men. 
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At  7  p.  m.  I  foand  them  all  iu  good  order  bat  James  K.  Arnold  (lands- 
man),  whom  I  could  not  find,  but  afterwards  learned  that  he  was 
wounded  in  the  knee  aud  had  been  taken  off  to  one  of  the  fleet,  name 
of  the  vessel  unknown.  At  9  p.  m.,  seeing  other  boats  leaving  the 
beach,  I  embarked  my  men  also,  and  started  to  find  my  ship,  but  could 
not,  owing  to  the  darkness.  Pulled  alongside  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Danel- 
8on  and  passed  the  night  on  that  ship.  At  7 :  50  a.  m.  of  the  16th  I 
reported  on  board  this  ship,  with  all  my  command  but  the  one  before 
mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  C.  Williams, 
Acting  EnsigUj  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieuteuant-Oommander  P.  G,  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kansas, 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Watmough,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Kaniaa, 
regarding  ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Cape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolina^  January  19, 1865, 
Sib  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the 
13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  adjacent 
batteries: 

IX-inoh: 

5-8eoond  shell 5 

lO-eeoond  shell 353 

15-second  shell 36 

30-iK>i)nder: 

lO-second  shell 9 

Peroassion 83 

12-poander : 

Percassion 2 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant'  Commander, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henby  A.  Adams, 

Ordnance  Officer ,  North  Atlantic  8quadron, 


Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8. 8.  XJnadilla,  Lientenant-Commander  Bamsay,  U.  8.  Navy. 

December  27, 1864. — From  meridian  until  4  p.  m. :  At  anchor,  trans- 
port fleet  standing  out. 

January  11^  1865. — At  4:45  p.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  a 
part  of  the  fleet  and  stood  out  of  the  harbor;  flagship  Malvern  made 
signal.  Struck  twice  while  crossing  the  bar.  At  6  came  to  off  Beau- 
fort Bar  in  company  with  the  fleet. 

January  12. — At  daylight  the  fleet  inside  the  harbor  got  underway 
aud  came  out  over  the  bar.  Got  underway  in  company  with  the  fleet 
and  stood  to  southward.  From  6  to  8  underway  in  company  with  the 
fleet.  Spoke  the  Yantic  and  received  orders  to  anchor  when  the  ship 
ahead  of  us  showed  a  red  light  over  her  stern.  Passed  the  same  order 
to  the  Huron,  astern  of  us.  At  8: 30  the  Brooklyn  made  signal  to  first 
division.  At  8 :  55  came  to  with  port  anchor  in  company  with  the  fleet 
in  7^  fathoms  water.  At  12  midnight  spoke  Uolus  and  received  orders 
to  get  underway  at  4: 30  in  the  morning. 


476        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

January  13. — At  6 :  10  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  the  fleet 
and  stood  in  toward  the  land.  At  7 :  30  cleared  ship  for  action.  At 
7:50  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  earthworks  along  the  beach.  At  8,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  came  to  with  port  anchor  and  dropped  a  kedge 
astern.  Sent  launch,  first,  and  second  cutters  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 
At  3:30  p.  m.  all  boats  i-eturned,  the  launch  and  second  cutter  being 
stove.  Brought  off  a  cutter  found  on  the  beach.  At  4  p.  m.  got  under- 
way in  company  with  the  first  line  of  battle  and  stood  in  toward  Fort 
Fisher.  A 1 4 :  15  anchored  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  At  5 :  45  ceased 
firing,  got  underway,  and  hauled  out  At  7  came  to  anchor.  From  8 
until  midnight  the  monitors  and  ironclads  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

January  li. — At  11 :  15  a.  ra.  the  Neic  Ironsides  and  monitors  engaged 
Fort  Fisher.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Hove  up 
anchor  and  communicated  with  the  flagship.  Stood  in  toward  Fort 
Fisher,  anchored,  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort  From  4  to  0  p.  m. :  At 
anchor,  bombarding  Fort  Fisher,  l^red  120  lO-second  Xl-inch  shells. 
At  0  ceased  firing.  At  7: 20  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  8:30 
ceased  firing.  Fired  from  Xl-inch  gun  20  10  second  shells;  th>m 
20pounder  rifle  9  percussion  shells,  2  shrapnel,  10  case  shot.  Fleet 
continued  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

Jantuiry  15, — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  At  anchor.  Bombard- 
ment of  Fort  Fisher  continued.  At  5  opened  fire  on  the  fort  At  6 :  15 
ceased  firing.  At  7 :  15  opened  fire  on  the  fort  again.  From  8  until 
meridian :  At  anchor,  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  Fired  from  Xl-inch  48 
lOsecond  shells, 2  5-second, and 3 10-second shrapnel;  f^om 20-pounder 
rifle  20  case  shot.  At  9  a.  m.  ammunition  for  Xl-inch  gun  all  expended; 
hauled  out  of  line  and  anchored.  Received  from  the  U.  S.  8.  Queen 
126  Xl-inch  10-second  shells,  122  15-pound  charges,  200  friction  primers. 
At  12:45  got  underway  and  steamed  toward  Fort  Fisher.  At  2 
anchored  to  the  northward  of  the  fort.  At  2: 10  opened  on  the  fort 
At  3: 15  ceased  firing.  Army  and  navy  storming  the  fort.  At  5:40 
got  underway.  Fired  during  the  day  51  Xl-inch  lO-second  and  29 
15-second  shells;  6  5,  10, 15  second,  3  lO-second,  and  2  5-second  shrap- 
nel. From  6  until  8  p.  m.  fleet  bombarding  the  fort.  At  10  p.  m.  the 
fleet  ceased  firing,  the  works  being  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
forces. 

January  16. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  At  anchor.  Some  mus- 
ketry and  artillery  firing  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher  during  the 
watch. 


Beport  of  Ideutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  XT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Hnron. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  landed  with  the  men  of 
this  vessel  to  join  in  the  land  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  I  was  detailed 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  to  command  the  third  column  of 
attack,  com])osed  of  detachments  from  the  ships  of  the  third  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  divisions,  numbering  about  450  men. 

Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache  commanded  the  right  wing;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  N.  Allen,  the  left  wing. 

I  formed  them  in  column  and  moved  forward  by  the  head  of  compa- 
nies until  near  our  first  rifle  pits,  when  the  whole  assaulting  column 
was  formed  in  flank  along  the  beach  awaiting  the  signal  of  assault  from 
the  army. 

When  this  was  given  I  moved  my  column  forward  on  the  double- 
quick,  following  close  on  to  the  second  [division]  and  for  about  half  a 
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mile  under  an  extremely  heavy  and  withering  fire  of  musketry  and 
grape. 

When  we  finally  reached  the  palisades  I  found  the  columns  wluch 
had  preceded  me  halted  and  lying  down.  Going  to  the  front,  an  effort 
at  this  time  was  made  to  get  the  men  to  charge,  but  the  fire  was  so 
heavy  that  the  few  who  passed  through  the  stockade  were  compelled  to 
fall  quickly  back. 

At  this  moment  an  unexplained  panic  took  place  in  the  rear,  which 
so  quickly  communicated  itself  to  the  whole  that  it  became  impossible 
to  rally  the  men. 

I  remained  near  the  fort  till  night,  when  I  left  with  a  few  under  cover 
of  the  darkness. 

My  column  moved  up  with  great  gallantry,  as  by  the  time  I  got  up 
the  rebels  had  concentrated  their  whole  fire  upon  us,  and  until  we 
came  to  a  halt  all  seemed  to  be  moving  well. 

To  Lieutenant-Commander  W,  N.  Allen  and  Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache, 
both  wounded,  I  am  much  indebted  for  assistance  in  forming  and  main- 
taining the  organization  of  the  division. 

I  regi'et  extremely  that  my  entire  unacqnaintance  with  any  of  the 
officers  or  crews  of  my  division  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  particu- 
larize the  deserving,  but  until  the  panic  all  deserved  praise,  for  none 
faltered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  O.  SELFRIDaE, 

Lieutenant-  Commander, 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Gamdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  FUigship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Cominaiider  Selfridge,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Huron,  regarding 

ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 
Neto  Inletj  January  17 ^  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  Huron  has  expended  about  300  rounds 
firom  the  Xl-inch  pivot  during  the  late  engagement,  and  was  struck 
four  times — under  fore  channels,  mainmast  shot  away,  main  shroud  cut, 
and  through  main  rail.  ]S^o  casualties  while  under  fire;  5  men  wounded 
in  the  land  assault. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved,  all  of  them,  with   great  zeal    and 
gallantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridgb, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  XT.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  TS,  8.  8.  Huron,  regard- 
ing casnidtiet. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  (by  telegram),  I  forward 
the  following  list  of  casualties  to  the  crew  of  this  vessel  in  the  action  of 
yesterday  on  shore,  viz: 

William  Seaman  (seaman),  left  leg  broken. 

James  H.  Donnelly  (ordinary  seaman),  musket  ball  in  neck. 

Michael  Tierney  (ordinary  seaman),  contusion  of  head. 
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John  Sullivan  (ordinary  seaman),  shoulder  dislocated. 
Thomas  Walker  (chief  quartermaster),  flesh  wound,  thigh. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfbidgb, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 
Bear- Admiral  l>AVii)  D.  Pobtbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Lientonatit-Oommaiidar  Belfridp,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commuidiiig  U.  8. 8.  Huai,  eomoMBdiiig 
for  gmllantry  in  aetion  Eniign  Xvaai,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Powhataa. 

IT.  S.  8.  Huron, 
James  River j  March  lOj  1865, 
Sir  :  In  ray  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  column  under  my  com- 
mand in  the  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher,  I  mentioned  that  from  my  igno- 
rance of  the  officers  placed  temi)orariIy  under  me  I  was  unable  to 
particularize  any  marked  act  of  bravery  i)erformed  by  them. 

Since  that  time  I  have  been  informed  of  the  great  gallantry  of  regular 
Ilnsign  R.  D.  Evans,  of  tlie  Potchatan^  and  I  deem  it  worthy  of  this 
notice. 

Ensign  Evans  received  a  severe  and  painful  wound  in  the  thigh  before 
reaching  the  palisades,  but,  instead  of  going  to  the  rear,  he  bound  a 
handkerchief  around  it  and  gallantly  proceeded  on  with  his  men  to  the 
very  Arout. 
He  again  received  a  second  wound,  in  the  knee. 
These  wounds  have  for  the  past  two  months  confined  him  to  his  bed, 
and  I  am  very  glad,  in  becoming  aware  of  the  above  facts,  to  give  him 
the  mention  so  justly  his  due. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridgb, 
Lieutenant'  Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Rei>ort  of  Lieutonant-Commander  Braine,  V.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8. 8.  Pequot,  tranimittiiig 

additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
New  Jnletj  North  Carolina^  January  ]S,  1865, 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  tlie  IJ.  S.  gunboat  Pequot^ 
under  my  command,  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fiaher  and  other 
of  the  enemy's  works  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  during  the  13th, 
14tb,  and  L5tb  of  January,  1865: 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  day  formed  in  lino  of  battle  (No.  1)  and 
stood  in  close  to  the  beach.  At  8  a.  m.  anchored  and  shelled  woods  to 
cover  the  landing  of  our  troops,  which  was  successfully  performed, 
when,  at  .'^150  \},  m.,  line  No.  1  stood  in  and  engaged  the  forts  in  com- 
pany with  the  ironclads;  other  lines  of  battle  were  in  action.  Shortly 
after  engaging,  line  No.  1  was  ordered  to  retire,  and  did  so.  On  the 
14th,  at  1 :  25  p.  m.,  we  stood  in  and  made  fast  to  the  New  Ironsides^ 
lying  astern  of  her,  and  engaged  the  enemy  until  at  6  p.  m.,  when, 
receiving  orders  to  fire  during  the  night  in  succession,  we  anchored 
and  remained  close  to  and  inside  of  the  New  Ironsides  all  night.    Next 
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morning  (15th  instant),  needing  ammanition,  we  withdrew,  and  at  10 
a.  m.  returned  and  joined  in  the  attack  until  1 :  20  p.  m.,  when  we  closed 
in  upon  the  enemy,  anchoring  near  the  Monddnock.  Upon  signal  being 
made,  our  armed  boats  under  the  commands  of  Acting  Ensigns  George 
Lamb  and  Anthony  Smalley,  with  42  men,  were  sent  to  assist  in  the 
assault  of  Fort  Fisher. 

At  5:  40  p.  m.,  receiving  orders  from  you  to  proceed  up  the  beach  and 
anchor  near  Fla^  Pond  battery  to  cover  our  troops  from  an  attack,  did 
so,  and  during  the  night  firing  occasionally  in  the  woods  to  the  north- 
ward and  westward.  About  10 :  20  p.  m.  we  learned  with  delight  that 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  surrounding  works  had  surrendered  to  the  com- 
bined army  and  naval  attack. 

Besides  congratulating  you  upon  the  sucx^ess  of  your  well-planned 
attack,  and  its  great  results,  I  must  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  of  every 
officer  and  man  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  discharge  of  their  several 
duties. 

Acting  Master  William  F.  Chase  served  the  150-pounder  with  skill 
and  effect,  and  notwithstanding  so  many  of  the  rifle  guns  of  the  fleet 
had  burst,  he  never  hesitated  to  fire  it. 

Acting  Ensign  Henry  W.  Loring,  in  charge  of  the  powder  division, 
was  prompt  for  every  call  upon  him,  and  kept  me  supplied  without  delay 
with  every  class  of  projectiles  needed. 

To  Second  Assistant  Engineer  (in  charge)  A.  H.  Fisher  I  am  much 
indebted,  for  without  his  skill  and  perseverance  the  ship  would  not  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  enter  action  without  being  towed. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  O.  6.  Hutchinson  took  careful  notes  of 
the  action,  for  which  I  am  indebted. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  my  clerk ^  assisted  me  as  signal  officer,  and  not  only 
kept  me  informed  of  every  signal  relating  to  our  line  (No.  1)  but  of  aU 
and  every  signal  made  to  other  lines  and  vessels. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  our  casualties,  and  it  is  with  regret  I  state 
those  on  board  ship  were  caused  alone  by  the  bursting  of  the  30-pounder 
rifle  (No.  223),  which  took  place  on  the  14th  instant,  wounding  Benja- 
min F.  Hackney,  landsman;  John  McDonald,  ordinary  seaman,  and 
John  Searing,  landsman;  the  former  died  of  his  wounds.  Two  more 
were  killed  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher — William  Cox,  seaman,  and 
James  Connors,  landsman — and  3  wounded — George  Hagan,  coxswain; 
William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Riley,  landsman. 

I  enclose  you  reports  made  to  me  of  the  assault  by  the  officers  com- 
manding the  men  from  this  vessel ;  also  report  of  ammunition  exx)ended. 
With  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Bbaine, 
Lieutetiant-  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Acting  Ensign  Lamb,  U.  S.  Nayy,  oommanding  aatanltiiig  party  from  the  V.  8.  8. 

Pequot 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Off  New  Inletj  January  16 j  1865, 

Sib:  Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second  launches, 

with  41  men  and  Acting  Ensign  Anthony  Smalley,  to  assist  in  the 

attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  after  reporting  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to 

Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  by  his  orders  I  detailed  Acting  Ensign 
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Smalley  and  18  men  to  join  the  skirmish  line  with  their  shovels,  which 
order  was  carried  ont  by  Mr.  Smalley  most  nobly  nnder  a  galling  fire 
as  he  advanced  from  time  to  time  to  throw  ap  a  fresh  line  of  earth 
works  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  soldiers  in  their  advance  on  the 
enemy's  works.  Mr.  Smalley  carried  the  lines  up  to  within  about  200 
yards,  from  which  line  the  final  assault  took  place.  I,  with  the  rest  of 
the  men  under  my  command,  remained  with  the  first  column,  of  which 
we  formed  the  right  of  the  left  center,  and  advanced  toward  the  fort 
from  time  to  time  as  we  received  the  order.  About  3:25  p.  m.  the 
final  charge  took  place,  which  carried  us  up  to  first  line  of  the  stockade, 
and  while  there  I  discovered  Mr.  Smalley  with  his  command,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  O'Brian,  and  as  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  I  im- 
mediately advanced  with  the  rest  of  our  party  and  joined  him,  so  that 
we  were  all  together  once  more.  After  that  we  charged  at  a  double- 
quick  to  within  about  150  yards  of  the  fort,  when  the  enemy's  fire 
became  so  severe  that  in  spite  of  all  that  tiie  officers  could  do  the  men 
fell  back  and  retreated  down  the  beach  in  some  disorder.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  rally  again,  and  partially  succeeded,  when  an  officer  of  the 
Army,  whose  name  I  do  not  remember,  told  me  that  General  Terry 
wished  the  sailors  and  marines  to  occupy  the  line  of  intrenchments  that 
the  army  had  occupied  the  previous  night,  and  then  communicate  with 
General  Paine  on  the  left.  I  immediately  sought  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Breese,  and  reported  the  same  to  him,  and  after  we  had  picked 
up  our  wounded,  1  of  whom  we  left  at  the  hospital,  as  he  was  severely 
wounded ;  2  others  I  had  sent  on  board.  Mr.  Smalley  had,  in  the  mean- 
time, returned  twice  to  where  our  last  charge  took  place,  under  a 
terrific  fire,  which  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  on  our  wounded  men, 
and  brought  ofi'  John  Kiley,  landsman,  and  on  the  second  occasion, 
after  an  officer.  Ensign  Evans,  of  the  Powhatan^  that  he  saw  there  when 
he  brought  Riley  off;  lK)th  of  them  were  left  at  the  hospital.  We  then 
repaired  with  our  men  to  the  Flag  Pond  battery  and  reported  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Breese,  who  ordered  us  to  0(;cu[)y  a  part  of  the  work 
with  our  men  until  further  orders.  About  10:30  we  received  the  news 
of  the  capture  of  the  fort.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese  to  take  a  part  of  my  command  and  look  after  our  dead  and 
wounded  and  then  return  to  our  post.  This  morning  took  a  detail  of 
men  with  me  to  bury  our  deail,  and  when  within  about  oOO  yards  of  the 
fort  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place  within  the  fort.  1  immediately 
pushed  forward  to  assist,  if  necessary,  in  rescuing  the  wounded,  but 
found  on  my  arrival  there  that  none  was  needed,  as  the  army  had  an 
ample  force  at  hand.  1  then  proceeded  to  where  our  dead  lay  and 
buried  William  Cox,  seaman,  James  Connors,  landsman,  and  then,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  returned  on 
board.  The  two  ilags  that  I  brought  on  board  I  picked  up  where  our 
last  charge  ended. 

I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  close  without  bringing  to  your  notice  the 
cheerful  and  noble  manner  in  which  our  men  carried  out  the  orders 
which  were  given.  1  have  to  report  the  loss  of  both  of  our  launches, 
which  were  driven  on  shore  by  the  heavy  surf  that  set  in  toward  even- 
ing. The  boat  keepers  report  that  they  were  ordered  to  Flag  Pond 
battery,  where  1  found  them. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geohge  Lamb, 

Acting  Ensign^ 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Bbaine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Feqiwt, 
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Report  of  Acting  Eiungn  Smalley,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  aatanltiiig  party  from  the  V.  8.  8.  Pequot 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  New  Inlet,  January  16y  1865. 

Sir:  Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  tbe  first  launch  and  a  crew  of 
19  men,  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  to  assist 
in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  I  reported  to  him,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  and  was  directed  to  join  my  men  with  the  skirmish  line.  After 
advancing  a  distance  of  about  5()0  yards  and  assisting  in  throwing  up 
a  l»ne  of  breastworks,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Preston  to  take  my 
men  and  proceed  on  about  1,000  yards  to  join  a  squad  of  soldiers  who 
were  then  at  work  intrenching.  After  completing  this  line  of  works  it 
was  occupied  by  the  soldiers,  and  we  again  advanced  to  within  about 
200  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  and  again  commenced  intrenching.  Shortly 
after  the  soldiers  moved  up  and  occupied  this  line  preparatory  to  the 
assault.  The  work  of  these  two  lines  was  conducted  under  a  severe  tire 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

At  3:25  p.  m.  the  assault  was  made  on  the  fort.  I  immediately 
formed  my  men  and  joined  the  advance  column  of  the  sailors  and 
marines  then  charging  the  enemy's  works.  We  advanced  at  a  double- 
quick,  under  a  very  severe  fire,  and  charged  up  to  within  about  100 
yards  of  the  fort.  The  enemy's  fire  then  became  so  severe  that,  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  officers,  the  men  fell  back  and  retreated  down  the 
beach  in  some  confusion.  My  boat's  crew  behaved  splendidly;  not  one 
of  them  failed  me,  although  always  in  the  front,  and  during  the  hottest 
fire  shouted  to  me  that  they  would  follow  me  anywhere.  I  received 
much  assistance  from  Mr.  O'Brian,  captain's  clerk,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Key- 
Htont  State,  a  passenger  on  board  this  vessel,  who  volunteered  his  serv- 
ices and  was  by  my  side  during  the  entire  day  and  night. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  rally  again,  and  partly  succeeded,  when 
orders  were  received  to  occupy  Flag  Pond  battery,  which  we  did, 
remaining  tliere  throughout  the  night.  I  have  to  report  of  my  boat's 
crew  James  Connors,  ordinary  seaman,  killed,  and  George  Uagaii,  cox- 
swain, William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Kiley,  landsman, 
wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Anthony  Smalley, 
Acting  Ensign,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  BeAtne, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8.  PequoU 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  Henry  Snow,  landsman,  for- 
merly a  soldier  in  the  rebel  Army.  He  worked  hard  with  his  shovel  all 
the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  although  greatly  fatigued  was  one  of  the 
first  to  reach  the  palisades  fronting  the  fort. 

A.  Smalley,  Acting  Ensign. 

Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Braine,  XI.  S.  Hayy,  oommanding  V.  S.  8.  Peqnot,  regarding 

ammnnitioii  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
New  Inlety  North  Carolina,  January  18, 1865. 
SiB:  The  following  is  the  list  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pequot  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher,  January  13, 
U,  and  15,  1865: 

150-pounder  rifle: 

16-pouncl  charges 40 

14-pouud  clhirgeH 57 
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150-ponnder  rifle: 

12-poaiHl  charges 9 

Percussion  shell 102 

Time  shell 3 

Shrapnel 1 

30-poander  rifle : 

Si-pound  charges T8 

Percussion  shell 78 

d2-poaudor : 

4i-poand  charges 309 

15-second  shell 180 

10-seoond  shell 66 

Solid  shot 63 

2i-ponnder  howitzer: 

Charges  fixed  ammunition 13 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Bbaine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander, 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


A4^ftimi^i  report  of  Lianteoant-Commander  Braine,  V.  S.  Nayy,  reqnestiiig  the  promotion  of 
Aoting  Eniign  Smalley,  V.  S.  Havy,  for  gallantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina^  February  5, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  heard  from  several  sources  of  the  bravery  displayed  by 
Acting  EnsignAnthony  Smalley  of  this  vessel  in  the  iissault  upon  Fort 
Fisher,  and  have  also  been  spoken  to  by  Fleet  Captain  Lieutenant- 
Oommander  K.  B.  Breese,  who  is  personally  aware  of  his  services. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  brin^  the  same  oilicially  to  your  notice,  asking 
that  this  officer  may  bo  advanced  to  the  grade  of  acting  master  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  assault. 
1  refer  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese's  endorsement*  of  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oommandiuij  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Commander  Harris,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Tantio. 

U.  S.  S.  Vantio, 
Cape  Fear  Rirer,  North  Carolina,  fJannary  J28j  1S65. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  this  vessel  took  in  tlu»  oper- 
ations against  Fort  Fisher,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  January  13 
and  15,  I8G5: 

At  8  a.  m.,  January  13,  anchored  in  line  No.  1,  close  inshore  to  the ' 
northward  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  assisted  in  landing  troops  and  ammu- 
nition. At  4  p.  m.,  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  in 
line  of  battle  No.  1,  and  at  5  p.  m.  anchored  head  and  stern  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  and  opened  fire.  At  5:50,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  ceased  tiring,  got  underway,  stood  offshore  and 
anchored. 


*  Not  found. 
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On  the  15th,  at  8 :  50  a.  m.,  got  underway,  and  in  obedience  to  verbal 
orders  from  yourself,  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  and  anchored  head 
and  stern  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  immedi- 
ately opened  an  effective  fire  with  two  IX-inch  guns  in  i)ort  broadside, 
using  lOsecoud  fuzes.  At  10:30  sent  a  lauding  party  on  shore  com- 
posed of  42  men,  in  command  of  Acting  Ensigns  J.  0.  Lord  and  S.  T. 
Dederer,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  Holten,  with 
orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant- Commander  K.  R.  Breese  (fleet  captain). 
At  3: 15,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased  firing. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  from  the  rapid  and  accurate  fire  of  the  fleet 
the  enem}^  were  completely  driven  from  their  guns,  and  have  to  report 
no  casualties,  with  the  exception  of  3  men  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher — 
2  killed  and  1  mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  The  conduct  of  the  ofii- 
cers  and  crew  was  commendable.  Being  short  of  officers,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Paymaster  Samuel  B.  Huey  and  my  clerk,  G.  M.  B.  Harris,  rendered 
valuable  and  efficient  services. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  making  special  mention  of  Acting 
Ensign  J.  C.  Lord,  an  officer  of  merit,  and  one  whom  1  have  always 
found  prompt  and  energetic,  ready  for  any  service,  and  was  a  volun- 
teer in  the  landing  party  from  this  vessel.  He  well  deserves  to  be 
advanced  a  grade.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Holten  was  also 
a  volunteer  and  had  charge  of  the  intrenching  party.  I  have  learned 
that  he  was  always  in  the  advance,  cheering  the  men  on  and  exposing 
himself  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  1  trust  that  he  may  be  made  a 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  in  the  regular  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 
Lieutenant-  Commander, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  AcUng  AssUtant  Surgeon  Wheeler,  U.  8.  Nayy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  V.  8.  8. 

Yantic. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantio, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  16^  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel,  resulting  from  the  attack  by  the  naval  forces  on  Fort  Fisher,  on 
the  ITith  instant: 

Killed,  2 :  William  Lemon,  master  at  arms;  shot  through  the  head  by 
musket  ball.  Thomas  Williams,  second-class  fireman,  shot  through  the 
head  by  musket  ball. 

Wounded,  1:  James  Maitin,  captain  forecastle;  reported  wounded  in 
the  knee;  yet  missing  [died  on  shore  20th].* 

Missinji,  1:  Alexander  Pierson,  coal  heaver;  reported  not  injured 
this  morning. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  Wheeler, 
Acting  Assista^U  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  HARRIS, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 


•  From  log  U.  S.  8.  Yantic^  Janaary  22,  1865. 
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Report  of  Lientenant-Ctomnuuider  Chandler,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  XT.  S.  8.  Kauniee. 

U.  8.  8.  Maumee, 
Cape  Fear  River j  February  4,  1865. 

Admibai.  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel 
during  the  bombardment  and  fall  of  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  11th  of  Jannary  left  Beanfort  with  a  portion  of  the  fleet  and 
anchored  outside  the  bar.  At  7:45,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  in 
obedience  to  general  signal,  got  nnderway  and  fell  into  position  in  line 
No.  1.  In  doing  so,  fouled  the  gunboat  Seneca,  On  the  13th  sent  all 
the  boats  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  5 :  10  p.  m.  anchored  in  line  of 
battle  with  Fort  Fisher  bearing  8.  8.  W.  ^  W.,  1,800  yards  distant,  and 
commenced  firing.  At  5: 55  ceased  firing  and  hauled  off  for  the  night. 
On  the  14th,  at  1 :  10  p.  m.,  went  on  board  of  the  flagship  in  obedience 
to  signal  and  received  your  verbal  order  to  go  in  as  near  as  possible 
and  endeavor  to  knock  down  the  palisade  around  tlie  fort;  anchored 
ahead  the  New  Irormdes  and  sent  a  line  from  tiiis  vessel's  stern  to  the 
Ironsidetf^s  bow,  and  commenced  a  rapid  and  welldirecte<l  fire  on  the 
palisades,  distant  about  1,300  yards.  At  0  p.  m.  the  Little  Ada 
brought  orders  to  remain  at  anchor  for  the  night,  and  to  take  up  the 
fire  for  one  hour  in  succession,  the  firing  to  commence  with  the  leading 
vessel  of  the  line.  At  11  p.  m.  commenced  the  fire,  and  at  12  (mid- 
night) the  Taoony  took  it  up.  At  5:30  a.  m.,  on  the  15th,  received 
orders  by  dispatch  boat  to  haul  out  of  line  and  fill  up  with  ammuni- 
tion. None  of  the  ordnance  vessels  had  32-pounder  ammunition,  and 
some  hours  elapsed  before  I  could  find  any.  8poke  the  flagship  and 
was  informed  that  it  could  be  obtained  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Alabama. 
8he  was  lying  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  eastward  of  the  Half 
Moon  battery;  hauled  alongside  of  her  and  filled  up  with  ammunition. 
Received  also  from  her  a  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  in  place  of  our 
cracked  one.  As  we  were  about  casting  ott',  a  battery  of  three  Whit- 
worth  guns  opened  on  us  from  the  beach,  distant  about  1,000  yards. 
Made  signal  to  the  Cherokee  and  Governor  Buckingham  to  form  a  line  of 
battle  and  led  in  to  3  fathoms  of  water,  and  in  one-half  an  hour  silenced 
the  battery.  Proceeded  to  my  station  in  the  lino  and  found  that  the 
assault  had  taken  place  and  saw  the  sailors  retreating  up  the  beach. 
At  10  p.  m.  the  cheers  from  the  fort  and  fleet  announced  that  Fort 
Fisher  was  ours.  On  the  10th  obtained  some  buoys  from  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  a  pilot  from  the  flagship,  and  proceeded  to  sound  and 
buoy  the  channel  across  the  bar.  Finished  in  time  for  several  of  the 
double  enders  to  run  in,  but  the  tidejwasl  too  low  to  admit  of  this 
vessel's  crossing.  At  10  a.  m.,  on  tne  17th,  crossed  the  bar  and 
anchored  ott'  Federal  Point.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  crossed  tho 
Uip  and  anchored  in  line  of  battle  in  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 

I  can  not  S|»eak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  courage  of  the 
oflicers  and  men  of  this  vessel  during  the  several  bombardments.  All 
did  their  duty  manfully. 

The  expenditure  of  ammunition  from  the  13tli  to  16th  was  as  follows: 
117  lOOpounder  rifle  shells,  206  32-pounder,  and  14  30-pounder  rifle. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Chandler, 
Lieutenant' Commander,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  485 

Report  of  Identenant-ComxiuuDider  Sieard,  U.  8.  Hayy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8eneoa. 

U.  S.  8.  Seneca, 
New  Inletj  North  Carolina,  January  17, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  beir  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
takeu  by  this  vessel  and  her  crew  in  the  operations  of  the  14th  and  15th 
instant.  The  Seneca  was  stationed  near  beac^h,  with  the  vessels 
engaged  in  bombarding  the  northeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher: 

AlK>at  noon  of  January  14,  being  ordered  to  go  up  outside  of  the  iron- 
clads and  to  endeavor  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  stockade  of  the  fort,  I 
proceeded  to  my  station,  and  anchoring  (by  signal),  at  10-second  range, 
oi>ened  fire  on  the  stockade,  and  shortly  after  turned  my  fire  upon  the 
guns  of  the  tort  (by  signal).  For  the  remainder  of  the  14th,  for  two 
hours  of  the  night  and  until  about  3  p.  m.  of  the  15th  instant,  I  con- 
tinued to  fire  at  the  guns  on  the  northeast  parapet  of  Fisher.  During 
this  time  the  Seneca  fired  220  Xl-inch  shells  and  30  20-]K)under  rifie 
projectiles.  In  the  bombardment  this  vessel  was  struck,  by  a  rifle  shot 
under  the  port  fore  chains  (a  glancing  shot)  and  the  rigging  was  slightly 
cut  by  pieces  of  shells  fired  by  vessels  outside  of  my  position. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  ir>tli  instant  I  went  on  shore  with  2  ofhcers 
and  26  men,  detailed  from  this  vessel  to  take  part  in  the  assault  on  the 
fort. 

My  men  formed  with  the  second  division  (to  which  my  vessel  belongs) 
and  advanced  as  far  as  the  stockade,  which  runs  from  the  eastern  angle 
of  Fisher  toward  the  sea;  there  we  were  met  by  a  severe  fire.  After 
a  moment's  pause  we  made  an  attempt  to  charge  through  a  gap  in  the 
stockade,  but  the  attempt  failed,  and  at  that  moment  the  center  of  the 
line,  being  exposed  to  a  very  severe  fire  and  being  totally  unprotected, 
standing  on  an  open  beach,  retreated  along  the  beach.  My  executive 
officer,  myself,  and  2  of  my  men,  having  cover  at  the  stockade,  remained 
there,  with  about  50  officers  and  men  of  the  different  divisions.  Some 
other  officers  and  men  got  cover  behind  sand  knolls  not  far  from  us. 
Being  too  few  in  number  to  attempt  any  offensive  oi)eration,  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  our  position  until  nightfall,  when  we  came  down 
the  beach  and  rejoined  the  rest  of  the  landing  party. 

I  then  assisted  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R.  lireese  in  getting  the 
sailors  and  marines  into  the  intrenchments  that  covered  the  rear  of  the 
army.  I  remained  there  during  the  night  (with  my  executive  officer 
and  7  of  my  men)  and  returned  in  the  morning  to  my  vessel. 

My  casualties  in  the  affair  were  5  men  wounded,  3  of  whom  I  sent 
north  in  the  iiuaker  City, 

I  desire  to  express  my  sense  of  the  coolness  and  conduct  of  Acting 
Master  William  H.  Maies  (my  executive  officer).  He  was  with  me  in 
the  advance  and  behaved  gallantly.  Acting  Ensign  Thomas  Mason 
and  the  men  of  the  Seneca  are  reported  by  Mr.  Maies  as  having  behaved 
very  well  indeed. 

Chief  Boatswain's  Mate  Othniel  Tripp,  who  charged  through  the  gap 
in  the  stockade,  I  would  bring  to  your  notice  as  in  my  opinion  deserv- 
ing of  a  medal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Montgomery  Sicabd, 
Lientmant' Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Seneca. 

Bear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Aoting  AnUtant  Saigeon  Johnion,  V.  8.  Navy,  of  the  caeoaltlae  of  the  U.  8.  8. 

Pawtnxet 

D.  S.  8.  Pawtuxet, 

January  16\  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  occurring  among  the 
lauding  party  from  this  vessel  yesterday,  January  15: 

Wounded, — Walter  Oreswick,  landsman,  by  a  musket  ball  in  calf  of 
right  leg,  slightly;  Augnste  Flint,  seaman,  in  the  £bm^,  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hbnry  Johnson, 
Acting  Assistant  iSurgeon. 

Commander  J.  U.  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S,  8.  Pawtuxet 


Ahitimet  log  of  the  XT.  8.  8.  Pawtnxet,  Commander  Spotti,  XT.  8.  Kayy. 

January  llj  1865. — At  5  p.  m.  the  most  part  of  the  fleet  proceeded 
outside  the  harbor  (Beaufort). 

January  13. — At  5:30  p.  m.  made  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet.  From  8  to 
midnight  occasional  firing  from  the  monitors. 

Ja/nuary  14. — At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  toward  the 
fleet;  came  to  anchor  near  the  flagship.  At  11  a.  m.  the  ironclad 
division  opened  tire  on  Fort  Fisher.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  a  detachment 
of  the  fleet  bombarded  Fort  Fisher.  From  (5  to  8  p.  m.  occasional  firing 
from  the  ironclads  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  II :  30  p.  m.  sent  first  cutter  and 
launch  in  charge  of  officers  to  the  Fort  Donelson  in  obedience  to  an 
order  from  the  admiral. 

January  15. — Commences  and  to  4  a.  m.  Shennandoah  kept  up  a 
steady  firing  on  Fort  Fisher  all  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  firing 
from  gunboats  during  the  watch.  At  10 :  30  a.  m.  the  landing  party  left 
tlie  ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Knsign  Slamin.  A  heavy  firing  kept  up 
on  Fort  Fisher  by  the  fleet.  At  12 :  15  p.  m.  the  frigates  and  large  ves- 
sels went  into  the  engagement.  At  1:30  came  to  anclior  and  moored 
ship  with  kedge  out  aft  and  20  fathoms  of  5-inch  hawser,  ship's  head 
bearing  K.  S.  E.  Commenced  tiring  at  tlie  fort  with  the  IXinch  guns. 
At  3  the  flagship  made  signals.  At  3:37  the  whistles  were  blown  and 
the  admiral  made  signal.  Tlie  troops  and  sailors  charging  the  bat- 
tericH  and  Fort  Fisher.  Occasional  tiring  kept  u|»  by  a  part  of  the  fleet 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  fort.  At  4:30  ]>.  m.  the  boats  returned;  3  sailors 
wounded  slightly  ( August-e  Flint,  James  Conolly,  and  Walter  Creswick). 


Beport  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Temple,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pontooinc. 

(J.  S.  S.  PONTOOSUO, 
Cape  Fear  River,  January  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  by  this 
vessel  in  the  operations  against  the  rebel  works  at  Federal  Point  since 
the  13th  instant: 

At  dayliglit  of  the  13th  we  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 
beach  in  company  with  line  No.  1  to  cover  and  assist  in  tlie  landing  of 
the  troops.  Owing  to  the  number  of  accidents  which  had  happened  to 
the  100-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  and  to  your  conse(iuent  reconmiendation 
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in  General  Order  No.  78,  as  also  to  the  fact  that  oar  Btatiou  in  the  line 
brought  U8  within  easy  range  with  the  IX-inch  guns,  we  i)hiced  the 
Titles  fore  and  aft  in  the  waterways  on  the  disengaged  side  of  the  ship 
and  brought  all  four  of  the  IX-inch  guns  into  battery  on  the  engaged 
side.  And  the  same  arrangement  was  again  made  on  the  15th,  so  that 
the  rifles  have  not  been  us^  since  Christmas.  At  8: 07  a.  m.  we  came 
into  position  about  GOO  yards  from  the  beach,  moored  the  vessel  head 
and  stem,  and  opened  fire  on  the  shore,  at  the  same  time  sending  three 
lK>ats  to  assist  in  taking  the  troops  from  their  transports.  At  about  1) 
o'clock  we  ceased  firing,  as  the  army  had  cfiected  a  sufficient  lodgment 
and  no  opposition  was  presented  to  them,  and  at  2:30  p.  m.  the  boats 
returned  to  the  ship,  having  accoiuplishecl  the  duty  assigned  them.  At 
4: 40  we  again  got  underway,  in  company  with  line  No.  1,  and  moved 
down  to  a  position  near  the  ironclads  (which  were  engaged  in  bom- 
barding the  fort),  where  we  again  moored,  head  and  stern,  and  at  5: 10 
opened  fire  at  a  point  2,200  yards  range  upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  5:40 
p.  ni.  we  dropped  out  of  action,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  anchored 
for  the  night.  There  were  expended  in  this  day's  firing  38  IX-inch 
shells,  5  shells  from  the  20-pounder  rifled  howitzer,  and  1  from  the  24- 
I)ounder  smoothbore  howitzer. 

On  the  14th  we  remained  all  day  at  anchor,  being  assigned  to  no 
part  in  the  bombardment  or  elsewhere. 

On  the  15th  we  got  underway  at  8:60  a.  m.,  stood  in  and  anchored 
close  under  the  stern  of  the  Irotmdesj  with  a  kedge  out  astern,  and 
opened  on  Fort  Fisher  with  the  IX-inch  guns  at  1,700  yards  range. 
At  12  m.  we  shifted  our  position  (by  order)  farther  toward  the  beach, 
and  continued  tiring  at  the  fort  until  2: 15  p.  m.,  when  all  the  remain- 
ing IX-inch  shells  (275  of  them)  had  been  expended,  and  signal  being 
made  soon  after  to  '^ cease  tiring,"  we  did  not  have  to  resort  to  the  100- 
I)Ounder  rifles.  In  the  meantime  40  of  the  men,  armed  with  cutlasses 
and  revolvers,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Louis  R.  Chester 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Thomas  Brown,  were  landed  at  10:25  a.  m., 
to  participate  in  the  assault  on  the  fort.  All  of  this  party  eventually 
returned  to  the  vessel;  but  Acting  Ensign  Chester  and  6  men  were 
wounded,  4  of  them  severely  and  3  slightly. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bar,  we  got 
aground,  but  got  ofl'  again  without  damage,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  we  came  inside  and  anchored. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved 
admirably  throughout  the  whole  affair,  for,  although  the  enemy's  fire 
as  directed  toward  this  vessel  was  comparatively  insignificant,  yet  it 
is  reported  to  me  by  the  officers  who  went  with  the  assaulting  party 
that  our  detachment  displayed  coolness  and  courage  under  a  withering 
fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  musketry  from  Fort  Fisher,  and  that  several 
of  them  were  afterward  prominent  in  bringing  oft'  the  wounded.  I 
would  recommend  Acting  Ensign  Chester  to  be  examined  (so  soon  as 
he  shall  have  recovered  from  his  wound)  for  promotion  to  acting  mas- 
ter, not  only  for  his  share  in  this  assault,  but  for  his  general  qualities. 
Eespectfnlly, 

William  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant'CommandiT, 

llear-Adniiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quudron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Acdstant  Soxgeon  Pionon,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  oasoaltioi  on  the  U.  B.  8. 

Fontoosno. 

U.  8.  8.  PONTOOSUC, 
Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.,  January  26, 1805. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  followiug  casualties  occurring 
among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontooauc^  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  fisher,  on  the  15th  instant. 

Louis  B.  Chester,  acting  ensign,  gunshot  wound  of  right  thigh ;  severe. 

John  P.  Errikson,  captain  of  forecastle,  gunshot  wound  of  right 
elbow;  severe. 

Frank  A.  Pierce,  landsman,  gunshot  wounds  of  lett  wrist  and  left 
thigh;  severe. 

George  W.  Mc Williams,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  of  left  thigh. 

Clark  K.  Caswell,  landsman,  contusion  of  left  thigh  by  fragment  of 
shell;  slight. 

Patrick  McGrath,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  of  rigbt  thigh;  slight 

Francis  McCoy,  armorer's  mate,  gunshot  wound  over  right  eye;  slight. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  PlERSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U,  S.  N'avyy  IL  S.  «V.  Pontoosuc, 
Lieutenant-Commander  \V.  C.  Temple. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Temple,  TJ.  8.  Navy  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Pontooene,  giving 
lilt  of  those  recommended  for  medals  of  honor. 

U.   S.   S.   PONTOOSUO, 
James  River,  Ta.,  March  31,  lS(i5. 
Sir:  After  mature  cx)n8ideration  and  careful  consultation  with  the 
oflflcers  of  this  vessel,  1  would  recommend  tbat  medals  of  honor  be 
awarded  to  the  following  men  under  my  command  for  gallantry,  skill, 
and  coolness  in  action  during  the  o])erations  in  and  about  Cape  Fear 
liivor,  which  extended  from   December  24, 18(14,  to  February  22,  18(>5, 
and  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington,  viz: 
Itobert  M.  Bhiir,  boatswain's  mate;  Anthony  Williams,  sailmaker's 
mate;  James  W.  Verney,  chief  quartermaster;  Asa  Hetham,  coxswain; 
JohnP.  Errikson,  captain  of  forecastle;  Clement  Dees,  seaman  (colored); 
George  W.  McWilliams,  landsman,  and  John  An^lin,  boy. 

Two  of  these  m(Mi,  John  P.  Krrikson  and  (Jeorge  W.  .McWilliams, 
were  so  severely  wounded  in  the  naval  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  that 
they  were  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Portsmouth,  \\\,]  since  which  time  I 
have  not  heard  of  them,  and  therefore  can  7iot  say  where  they  are  to  be 
found  «at  i)resent.  All  the  others  are  still  on  board  this  vessel, 
llespectfully, 

William  (1.  Temple, 

Commander, 
lion.  (iiDKoN  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavif, 


Beport  of  Commander  HoweU,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Noreus. 

U.    S.    S.    TSEREUS, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re])ort  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
13th  and  15th  instant: 
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January  13,  at  4:30  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  took  station  in  the  line 
of  the  first  division.  At  7 :  25  a.  m.  anchored  and  shelled  woods.  At 
8:16  a.  m.  sent  all  boats  to  land  troops.  At  3:41  p.  m.  ^ot  underway 
and  stood  toward  Fort  Fisher,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  first  division. 
Finding  myself  too  far  from  the  fort  when  my  second  ahead  anchored^ 
I  endeavored  to  get  between  two  small  gunboats,  but  was  constantly 
foiled  by  vessels  which  I  had  thought  anchored  moving  in  my  way.  Kept 
underway  and  stood  toward  head  of  line  and  fired  between  the  vessels 
when  an  oi>iK)rtunity  offered.  At  5:22  p.  m.  signal  was  made  "First 
division  retire."    Stood  ofl",  and  at  6:45  p.  m.  anchored. 

January  15,  at  8:40  a.  m.,  got  underway  by  signal.  At  9:30  a.  m. 
anchored  in  4  fathoms  and  opened  fire  on  the  northeast  face  of  Fort 
Fisher:  Trained  theOO-pounder  Parrott  on  a  rebel  steamer  lying  in  the 
[Cape  Fear]  River,  and  fired  20-second  shell.  At  the  third  fire  the 
steamer  moved  ofl".  At  10:25  a.  m.  sent  43  sailors  and  15  marines  on 
shore  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  6.  Dayton,  av^sistexl  by  Acting 
Ensign  George  Anderson  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Philip  Eckeu- 
roth,  all  of  whom  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  as  brave  and  zealous  officers.  Acting  Master's  Slate  Wil- 
liam Kushmore  was  left  in  charge  of  the  boats.  Kept  up  a  fire,  regulated 
by  signals  from  flagship,  until  signal "  Cease  firing''  was  made.  At  about 
10  p.  m.  heard  cheering  on  shore,  when  we  heartily  joined  in  the  demon- 
strations in  honor  of  tlie  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  its  dependencies. 

The  firing  from  the  Nereus  was  very  ettective.  1  saw  but  one  large 
gun  (on  the  northeastern  face  of  the  fort)  which  was  not  injured  in  some 
way. 

1  desire  to  give  credit  to  Acting  Master  E.L.  Haines  and  ActingEnsign 
G.  M.  Smith  for  eflBcient  service  in  cliarge  of  the  main  deck  battery  of 
57  cwt.32-poun(ler8;  to  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  .John  K.  Walsh  and 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.Munroe  for  skillful  and  kind  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded  (of  this  and  other  vessels)  who  were  brought  here 
for  treatment;  to  Senior  Engineer  W.  Stephen  llenton  and  his  assist- 
ants; to  Acting  Master's  Mate  IT.  E.  (riraud  for  his  laborious  attention, 
day  and  night,  to  the  duties  of  signal  officer;  to  Acting  Master's  Mates 
Cromack  and  Spencer  for  making  some  capital  shots,  and  good  conduct 
generally,  and  indeed  to  every  officer  and  man  in  the  ship.  I  know  of 
no  exception. 

I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  executive  officer  of  the  Nereugj 
Lieutenant  11.  E.  Mullan,  and  beg  to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable 
notice. 

With  congratulations  on  the  glorious  victory  ivchieved  by  the  united 
services,  I  am,  admiral, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Commanded',   U.  S.  Navy, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  1).  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtuulron,  off  Fort  Fufher, 


Beport  of  Acting  Anil tant  Sargeon  Walsh,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Nereus. 

U.  S.  S.  Nebeus, 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  casualties  amongst  the  men 
ashore  from  this  vessel : 

Killed. — Frederick  Untiedt,  seaman;  James  Moran,  coxswain;  Pat- 
rick Murray,  landsman. 
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WoundefL — Henry  Myers,  seaman,  compoand  comininotM  fractiireof 
tibia  from  {^unsliot  wouml;  John  Ferguson,  i^aptain  of  forecastle,  gun 
sliot  woniul  of  fiM*L     Isaac  Uiiidiiian,  seaman,  i^ruiiabot  woand  of  scalp. 
Very  resiiectliilly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

John  K.  Walsh, 
Acting  A*(si8tatit  iSitrffeon,  i\  S.  Navjf. 

Oommander  John  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding, 


Beport  of  Acting  Assistant  Sarg&on  WaJsh,  W.  8.  Navy,  giving  list  of  thoM  trftniferred  from 
tke  tJ.  8.  S.  Nereus  to  the  Norfolk  hospital. 

U.  S,  S,  Nerefs, 

OJf  Fort  FMer,  JS\  CI,  January  17^  1861 
Sir:  The  folio  win  |2r-Danied  officers  and  men  were  received  on  bo; 
tbis  sbip  on  Snnday  evening,  and  following  morning  transferred  to 
Santiofjit  de  Cttba  fcn'  passage  to  ^Norfolk  hospital,  viz: 

R.  I),  Evaim,  ensign,  U,  S.  S.  Powhatan;  Jobn  h\  Merry,  acting  ©nsi^ 
U.  fc>.  S»  Oseiida;  Aribiir  F<  Aldrieh,  acting  nuister's  mat^,  Tmcaron 
William  If.  Terry,  corpfjral  marines,  U,  S*  S.  Vanderbilt;  Henry  Si, 
seaman,  U.  !S,  8.  Fort  JackHon, 

Ymy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO,  K.  Walsh, 
Aeiimj  Assistant  iSttrgton^  U,  JS*  Nar^, 

Commander  Jnu.  C  Uowell,  U.  S.  Kavy, 

Commanding, 


ara^ 


Minntes  of  hombardmont.  taken  on  board  the  U.  B,  B.  Kerens. 

January  13y  1865, — At  4:30  a,  m.  got  tinderway  and  drifted. 
0;55  tbo  BrooMyn  fired  tUe  first  gun,  sbeUing  the  wonds,  followed  bj 
several  other  vesaeln.  At  7:01  standing  inshore;  cleared  away  all 
boats  ready  for  lowering.  At  7 :  O'J  beat  to  qnarters.  At  7 :  25  came  to 
anchor.  At  7:40  opened  tire  with  the  (iO-poonder  and  followed  with 
the  rest  of  tlie  battery.  At  S:H5  t-jilled  away  all  boats  to  land  the 
troops.  At  .S:3r>  the  troops  eomtnejiced  landing,  the  woods  being 
shelled  by  the  gnrdjoatH  sit  the  same  tim€\  At  S;  4l>  the  IronndeH  and 
monitors  opened  lire  nn  Fort  Fisher.  At  0:04  tliis  vessel  ceased  tiring 
by  signal  from  tlagsbip.  At  11 :30  one  of  the  Irigates  opened  fire  on 
Fort  I'isber.  Weighed  the  st^^rii  anchor.  At  3:  41  p.  m,  hove  np  tli( 
anebor  and  started  in  line  toward  Fort  Fisher;  nearly  all  the  troops  oi 
shore.  At  4:44  p.  ai.  several  of  the  hirge  vessels  opened  on  Fo 
Fisher.  At  5: 10  p.  m.  opened  on  the  fort  with  the  30  ponnder  forward, 
and  followed  with  the  OOpoimder  At  5:22  the  admiral  signaled, 
^' First  division  retire.'^  We  then  stood  olfshore.  At  <i:3G  ran  the 
main  deck  battery  out  and  closed  the  ports.     At  6:  45  came  to  anchor, 

Jannartf  It^  IS(,5.^ At  10:4(>  a.  ni.  bove  up  the  ani-lior.     At  10:55 
came  to  anchor  ngain.     At  1  p.  m.  got  underway  to  get  in  line. 
1:34  came  to  again. 

Januanf  //i.— At  8:  35  p,  m.  hove  np  the  anchor.  At  S:40  Hagshi 
made  signal,  **  Repair  on  board."  At  1* :  10  <  'aptam  Howell  returned 
boiird  with  a  nniil.  At  0:30  commenced  bring  a  nil  came  to  anchor  in 
4k  fathoms  water  with  in  hall"  a  mile  of  Fort  Fi^sher.  A  rei)el  steamer 
was  discoveicul  in  the  river  back  of  tbc  fort;  directed  the  fire  of  our 
forward  ritle  guns  at  ber,  which  caused  her  to  haul  over  to  the  otber 


» 


o^H 
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~3ide  of  the  river.    At  10: 05  the  iiagship  made  signal  to  have  the  land- 
"^g  parties  ready.    At  10:25,  in  obedience  to  signal,  sent  oar  boats, 
'bontaining  50  seamen  and  marines,  to  join  in  the  landing,  under  com- 
mand  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  O.  Dayton,  assisted  by  Acting  Ensign  George 
^Anderson  and  Master's  Mate  William  Eashmore.    At  10:45  the  sea- 
nen  and  marines  commenced  landing,  a  sharp  fire  being  kept  up  on  the 
fort  all  the  time.    At  12:*M)  the  rebels  opened  fire  with  one  small  gan 
"^firom  the  fort  on  our  men,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  wounded  man  was 
oarried  along  the  beach.    At  1  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  got  into  action  again, 
^veered  chain,  as  the  ship  was  dragging,  and  the  admiral  signaled, 
*u  Fire  rapidly."    At  1 :  45  p.  m.  the  first  division  of  seamen  and  marines 
^marched  up  the  beach  toward  the  fort.    At  1 :  55  the  second  division 
followed.    At  2 :  20  the  soldiers  and  seamen  were  marching  up  to  storm 
Fort  Fisher.    At  2 :  45  the  admiral  again  signaled,  '*  Fire  rapidly.^'    At 
.8:35  the  assault  was  made  (the  vessels  ceased  firing)  on  the  fort,  the 
seamen  going  up  toward  the  sea  front  and  the  soldiers  to  the  rear  of 
tbe  fort.    Tbe  rebels  opened  a  murderoas  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and 
canister,  on  the  seamen,  so  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back.    At 
,  8:40  the  soldiers  were  mounting  the  mounds  of  the  fort  very  rapidly, 
and  commenced  fighting  with  the  rebels.    At  4 :  10  the  rebels  opened 
Are  with  one  gun  on  the  troops.    The  Pequot  was  disabled  and  towed 
outside  of  the  line  of  fire;  the  IronsideH  and  a  few  other  boats  kept  a 
sharp  fire  on  the  sea  front  of  the  fort,  where  the  rebels  were  using  the 
gun  against  our  people.    At  5 :  40  Mr.  Eushmore  returned  on  board, 
bringing  2  of  our  men  wounded,  and  reported  4  of  our  men  killed.    At 
6:35  the  launch  came  ofi*  (towing  one  of  the  cutters),  having  9  per- 
sons in. 


Abftract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nyaok,  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  30j  1864, — Lying  at  anchor  off  Fort  Caswell.  At  10 :  30  a.  m. 
a  steamer  showing  the  Confederate  flag  made  its  appearance  and  came 
to  anchor  under  Fort  Caswell. 

January  13^  1865, — Ofi'  Fort  Caswell,  Wilmington  Bar.  Heavy  fir- 
ing heard  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  A  rebel  steamer  seen  inside 
the  river. 

Jayinary  14, — Heavy  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 
At  3  p.  m.  black  smoke  ap])eared  rising  from  the  fort. 

January  16, — Cruising  off  the  bar.  At  10 :  20  p.  m.,  a  blockade  runner 
being  heard  and  vseen  inshore,  went  to  quarters.  At  10: 50  gave  up  the 
chase  and  stood  inshore. 

January  17. — At  1 :  20  a.  m.  a  fire  broke  out  in  Fort  Caswell  and  at 
1: 30  a  heavy  explosion  was  heard  and  seen,  followed  by  a  succession 
of  explosions  and  fires,  which  lasted  during  the  entire  wat<»h.  At  10 
a.  m.  two  explosions  took  place  at  Fort  Caswell.  At  4  p.  m.  discovered 
our  fleet  lying  inside  of  Fort  Fisher. 


Eeport  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  second  division,  transmitting  minutes 
of  bombardment  taken  on  board  the  U.  8.  S.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina,  January  17,  18*j5, 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  minutes, 
taken  on  the  quarter-deck  of  this  vessel  on  the  13th  and  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, 18G5,  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher.    Also  the  reports 
from  several  officers  of  this  ship. 
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Ah  in  my  report  of  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  December,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  in  the  recent  engagement  the  con- 
duct of  all  the  officers,  men,  marines,  and  boys  on  board  the  Minnesota 
was  entirely  satisfactory.  Every  one  performed  his  duty  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability. 

Considering  the  absence  of  so  large  a  number  (240  officers  and  men) 
for  the  assaulting  party  on  the  15th  instant,  the  working  and  practice 
of  the  guns  could  not  have  been  better,  and  many  excellent  shots  were 
made.  In  a  word,  all  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  creditable 
manner. 

Agreeable  to  signal  on  the  15th  instant,  the  boats  left  with  the 
assaulting  party  fully  equipped,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  James  Parker,  whose  official  report  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  forward. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  with  the  assaulting  party  of  sailors 
and  marines  were  a  number  of  firemen  and  coal  heavers  from  the  engi- 
neer department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Oommodorey  Comdg,  Second  Division j  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Roar- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqtiadron, 

[Endoeare.] 
AfinuteSf  January  13, 1865,  by  ().  1i,  MoCurdyy  captain^B  clerk. 

Fort  Fisher  bearing  S.  W.  by  W,,  8  miles  distant. 

At  5  a.  m.  got  underway,  standing  inshore. 

At  7  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  action. 

At  7 :  20  a.  m.  U.  S,  S.  Brooklyn  opened  fire  upon  the  woods. 

At  7:30  a.  m.  hailed  by  an  ollicer,  ordering  to  intercept  the  Brooklyn 
and  anchor  as  close  ahead  of  her  as  possible. 

At  8:15  a.  m.  fiagship  mmle  signal  to  anchor  S(M)  yards  ahead  of  the 
Brooklyn, 

At  8: 30  a.  m.  the  Minnvsoia  commenced  shelling  the  woods;  fired 
very  slowly. 

At  8: 35  a.  ni.,  Fort  Fisher  bearing  S.  VV.  by  VV.,  wind  W.  N.  W.,  let 
go  the  kedge  about  800  yards  ahead  of  the  Brooklyn  and  from  800  to 
1,000  yards  from  the  beach,  with  the  Colorado  on  our  port  quarter. 

At  8:40  a.  ni.  let  go  port  anchor. 

At  8: 45  a.  m.,  agreeable  to  signal  from  fiagship,  lowered  and  got  out 
all  boats  (eleven). 

At  9:  05  a.  m.  general  signal  to  cease  firing. 

At  12:  10  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  3: 05  p.  m.  signal  from  fiagship  to  recall  all  boats. 

At  3: 10  p.  m.  signal  to  get  underway.  Stern  hawser  got  foul  of  the 
rudderpost. 

At  4  p.  m.  boats  returned. 

At  5:20  J),  m.  took  position  on  starboard  quarter  of  the  Colorado^ 
Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  by  S.;  Mound  W.  S.  W.,  wind  S.  W.,  and  let  go 
the  kedge  about  1,500  or  1,600  yards  from  the  fort. 

At  5:  25  p.  ni.,  as  soon  as  the  guns  bore  upon  Fort  Fisher,  the  Minne- 
sota opened  fire. 

At  5: 30  p.  m.  let  go  port  anchor. 

At  6  p.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer  ordering  to  cease  firing  and  drop  out 
of  action. 

FTove  up  anchor,  and  at  6:40  p.  m.  retired,  steaming  oni  about  3 
miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher. 
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January  16, 1865. 

Port  Fisher  bearing  8.  W.  by  W.,  3  miles  distaut. 

At  3 :  50  a.  m.  called  all  hands. 

At  5  a.  ni.  got  underway. 

At  7 :  35  a.  m.  out  all  boats. 

At  7 :  45  a.  m.  hailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  send  picks  and  spades 
with  landing  party. 

At  7 :  55  a.  ni.  beat  to  quarters. 

At  8: 15  a.  m.  si|;nal  from  flagship  to  <^  remain  where  you  are  (about 
2  miles  from  the  fort)  in  close  order." 

At  9: 15  a.  m.  signal  from  the  flagship  for  the  Minnesota  alone  to  pro- 
ceed and  take  position. 

At  9 :  25  a.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer  and  ordered  to  fire  by  divisions, 
and  to  endeavor  to  dismount  the  guns  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  9: 35  a.  m.  Fort  Fisher  bearing  8.  W.  by  W.  ^  W.,  distance  about 
1,400  yards,  Mound  8.  W.  ^  W.,  wind  light  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward^ let  go  the  kedge  and  run  out  a  spring  to  the  New  Ironsides. 

At  9 :  45  a.  m.  let  go  port  anchor  and  opened  fire  by  divisions  upon 
Fort  Fisher;  saw  men  ascending  the  Mound. 

At  9: 55  a.  m.  general  signal  to  man  and  arm  all  boats. 

At  10  a.  m.  U.  8.  8,  Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  opening  fire  as 
soon  as  she  passed  and  took  position. 

At  11  a.  m.  all  boats  with  the  assaulting  ]>arty,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Commander  Parker,  left  the  ship. 

At  12 :  20  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  12:25  p.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  fire  rapidly. 

At  12:i30  p.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer,  ordering  to  fire  rapidly,  accu- 
rately, and  at  the  fort. 

At  12: 40  p.  in.  signal  from  flagship  to  fire  more  deliberiitely. 

At  1  p.  m.  hailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  fire  slowly,  and  to  look  out 
for  signal  to  fire  rapidly  again. 

At  1:20  p.  m.  hailed  again  and  ordered  to  fire  rapidly. 

At  1 :  30  p.  m.  signal  to  fire  more  rapidly. 

At  2: 15  p.  m.  CT.  8.  8.  Brooklyn  carried  away  our  hawser,  causing  the 
ship  to  swing  out  of  range. 

At  2:35  p.  ni.  sent  boat  to  the  New  Ironsides  to  cast  ofi*  our  hawser. 

At  2 :  40  p.  m.  signal  from  the  flagship  to  fire  rapidly. 

At  3  p.  ni.  blew  the  steam  whistle,  the  signal  that  the  assault  was 
being  made. 

At  4  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  cease  firing. 

At  G :  15  p.  m.  hailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  the  low 
ground  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  as  the  rebels  were  landing 
troops  there.    8ent  hawser  to  the  llrooklyn  to  spring  ship. 

At  7 :  15  p.  ni.  opened  fire  and  fired  rapidly. 

At  8  p.  m.  parted  our  hawser  and  cetised  firing. 

At  8: 20  p.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer  directing  to  fire  more  to  the  left 
than  before,  the  150-pounder  Parrott  gun  alone  bearing. 

At  9 :  30  p.  m.  made  signal  to  flagship  that  there  was  musketry  firing 
between  the  fort  and  Mound. 

At  10  p.  m.  fort  surrendered.  Blew  whistle  and  fired  rockets  and 
cheered  ship. 

Very  respectiuUy  submitted. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Second  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Additional  report  of  Commodore  Tinman,  U.  8.  Navy,  ewnmanding  U.  8.  S.  lOiineeota,  in  com- 
mendation of  certain  officen  of  that  yeaaeL 

U.  8.  S.  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  N.  0.,  January  17^  1865. 

Admibal:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  very  interesting 
report  from  LieatenantCommander  James  Parker,  the  executive  officer 
of  this  ship,  who,  immediately  ui>ou  the  receipt  of  your  General  Order 
No.  81,  volunteered  to  command  the  assaulting  party;  and  as  I  was  not 
aware  to  whom  it  was  desiji^ned  to  give  the  command,  1  consented  to 
the  request  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker.  He  devoted  himself  to 
the  selection  of  the  men  and  the  thorou);>:h  orjc^anization  of  the  party 
from  this  ship,  and  was  indefatigable  in  having  every  arrangement 
complete  for  the  success  of  your  phms  for  the  assault.  I  need  not 
refer  to  his  course  of  action  after  ho  had  landed,  upon  learning  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  fleet  captain  (his  junior  in  rank),  was  to 
have  the  command  of  the  expedition.  I  think  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker's  decision  (to  waive  rank)  was  highly  honorable  and  creditable 
to  him. 

Acting  Ensign  James  Birtwistle  and  Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  O'Connor 
have  for  some  months  been  watch  officers  under  my  command.  I  have 
ever  found  them  attentive  to  their  duty  and  perfectly  correct  in  their 
official  and  gentlemanly  deportment;  also  Acting  Master's  Mate  Joseph 
M.  Simms  is  a  most  worthy  and  correct  young  man.  These  gentlemen 
are,  in  my  opinion,  most  justly  worthy  of  the  high  encomium  bestowed 
upon  them  for  their  gallantry  in  the  sanguinary  assault  upon  the  fort. 

As  it  would  not  have  been  becoming  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker  to  speak  of  himself,  I  have  conversed  with  Acting  Ensigns 
Birtwistle  and  O'Connor  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  i^arker  during  the  assault.  These  gentlemen  represent 
him  as  most  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  daring.  In  their  opinion  no 
person  conld  possibly  have  been  more  so.  He  endeavored  to  rally  and 
urge  on  his  men  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability,  and,  in  short,  they  repre- 
sent his  whole  course  as  most  highly  meritorious. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  jdeased  to  say  that  1  am  much  indebted  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  for  his  al>le  assistance  as  executive 
officer,  finding  him  ever  ready  to  perform  his  whole  duty,  and  this,  too, 
at  a  time  when  he  thought  himself  in  a  humiliating  position,  having  so 
lately  been  deprived  of  a  handsome  command. 

In  view  of  this  most  creditable  record,  1  would  respectfully  request 
that  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  may  have  your  most  favorable  and 
honorable  consideration,  though  I  am  aware  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  bring  these  facts  to  your  notice  to  insure  all  that  he  could  desire. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Butler  and  Lieutenant  Woodward  is  repre- 
sented as  having  been  highly  commendable;  also,  from  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Woodward,  Acting  luisigns  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor,  and 
their  sad  but  conclusive  testimony  of  (indin^  so  many  (tive  or  six)  dead 
bodies  of  our  crew  within  30  to  50  feet  of  the  stockade,  and  more  than 
20  of  our  wounded  men,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  a  lar^^e  number 
of  the  Minnesota  were  well  in  the  advance,  which  is  so  very  much  to 
their  credit,  and  I  trust  may  be  brought  to  your  notice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Gommodorej  Comdg.  Second  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  lieatenant-Comiiumder  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  aawuilting  partj  from  the 

U.  S.  S.  Minneoota. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  January  16^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  otHcers  and  men  detailed  from  this  ship  in  the  assault 
apon  Fort  Fisher: 

The  party  consisted  of  190  officers,  sailors,  and  firemen,  and  of  51 
marines. 

The  sailors  were  divided  into  four  companies,  to  which  proper 
sergeants  and  corporals  were  assigned.  Very  many  of  the  men  had 
been  in  the  Army;  such  as  had  been  were  armed  with  Sharps  rifles, 
and  the  rest  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers  or  pistols. 

The  first  company  (49  men)  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  E.  T. 
Woodward. 

Second  company  (47  men).  Acting  Ensign  James  Birtwistle;  third 
company  (47  men),  Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  O'Connor;  fourth  company 
(44  men),  Acting  Master's  Mate  Joseph  M.  Simms;  the  marines  (50 
men),  Captain  George  Butler. 

Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  jr.,  accompanied  the  party  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded,  and  Sailmaker  Thomas  O.  Fassett  to  remain 
in  charge  of  the  boats. 

The  whole  party,  241  in  all,  was  under  my  command. 

We  left  the  ship  at  1 1  a.  m.,  and  landed  on  the  beach  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  Fort  Fisher. 

Upon  landing,  I  found  that  the  whole  assaulting  party  had  been 
placed  by  the  admiral  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  li, 
Breese,  the  fleet  captain.  I  am  his  senior,  but  I  decided  to  act  as  his 
subordinate  on  this  occasion,  and  to  go  with  my  men. 

The  sailors  were  formed  in  three  divisions,  according  to  the  divisions 
of  the  fleet,  each  division  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  from 
that  division.  The  marines  formed  a  separate  division  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  senior  oflicer.  The  men  were  formed  in  column  and 
advanced  up  the  beach  toward  Fort  Fisher  some  distance.  The  enemy 
o])ened  upon  us  with  shell  and  grape,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
form  in  line.  This  was  done,  the  marines  in  front,  and  then  the  march 
toward  the  fort  was  resumed  by  the  right  flank  of  companies.  Discov 
ering  that  the  beach  ottered  some  protection  to  the  force,  the  flank 
march  was  again  resumed,  and  we  went  along  the  beach  close  to  the 
water's  edge,  until  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fort  Here  the  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach  to  await  the 
assault  of  the  army.  The  enemy  kept  up  the  fire  with  their  rifles  and 
occasionally  treated  us  to  a  stand  of  grape,  while  the  shells  of  the  fleet 
passing  over  us  on  their  way  to  the  fort  made  horrid  music,  and  some 
few,  bursting  prematurely,  scattered  their  fragments  rather  nearer  than 
was  agreeable. 

About  3  o'clock  the  troops  were  observed  moving  to  the  assault,  and 
the  order  was  given  to  the  sailors  and  marines  to  advance. 

This  they  gallantly  and  rapidly  did,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  and  occasional  grape  from  the  enemy,  which  became  very 
hot  as  soon  as  the  fire  from  the  fleet  ceased. 

The  assaulting  column  pressed  forward  until  we  reached  the  palisades 
of  the  fort  at  their  point  of  junction  with  the  beach,  and  a  few  of  the 
officers  and  men  pressed  beyond  them  a  few  yards. 

Here  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  so  hot  that  the  advance  along  the 
beach  was  checked,  and  the  direction  of  the  advance  was  changed  along 
the  palisades. 
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Many  officers  and  men  had  been  killed,  and  large  numbers  wounded. 
I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  palisade  in  safety,  and  was 
among  those  at  the  point  nearest  the  fort.  Quite  a  large  number  (per- 
haps 200)  of  officers  and  men  were  congregated  along  the  palisades. 
All  the  officers  from  this  ship,  including  Captain  Butler,  of  the  marines, 
were  there  except  Lieutenant  Woodward,  and  the  latter  was  near  some 
sand  hills  only  a  few  yards  off.  Very  nearly  all  our  sailors  were  there, 
and  some  of  our  marines. 

For  some  cause  or  other,  the  mass  of  the  sailors  and  marines  had 
halted  nearly  a  (juarter  of  a  nule  to  the  northward  and  laid  down  under 
cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach. 

While  reconnoitering  through  the  palisades,  I  observed  quite  a  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  upon  the  parapet  of  the  fort  witlu)ut  arms  in  their 
hands,  waving  their  hats  to  us  as  if  desirous  to  surrender. 

I  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and  advanced,  followed  by  quite  a  large 
number  of  oHicers  and  men  to  the  top  of  the  sand  hill,  and  jiartly 
through  the  broach  there  in  the  i)alisades.  As  I  did  so  I  turned  to  see 
if  the  others  were  following,  and  to  my  surprise  I  saw  that,  seized  with 
a  panic,  the  men  Avere  retreating  on  the  run.  Only  about  60  remained 
with  mo.  1  tried,  and  so  did  others,  in  vain  to  rally  them,  and  finding 
that  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  fire  upon  those  who  remained, 
I  ordered  these  behind  the  palisades  and  wont  myself. 

Here  the  party  renminod  until  dark,  when  we  came  safely  away, 
bringing  with  us  our  wounded,  our  arms,  and  our  colors. 

It  gives  me  groat  ideasure  to  testify  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  all  the 
officers  and  most  of  the  men  from  this  ship.  It  is  my  belief  that  ne^irly 
all  the  men  reached  the  i)alisados.  Of  about  20  to  25  (not  more  than 
the  latter  number)  dead  that  fell  at  that  i)oint,  S  were  sailors  of  the 
Minnesota, 

The  conduct  of  Acting  Ensigns  James  IMrtwistlo  and  Frederick  A. 
O'Connor,  and  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Joseph  M.  Hinnns,  was  splen- 
didly gallant.  They  wore  all  wounded,  Messrs.  O'Connor  and  Simms 
being  struck  down  at  my  side  on  the  sand  hill  roforrod  to,  and  Mr.  Birt- 
wistle  while  vainly  endeavoring  to  rally  the  nion. 

I  earnestly  ask  that  they  all  be  reconunond  for  ])r()motion.  The  first 
two  named  hold  their  i>resent  appointments  as  a  reward  for  gallant  con- 
duct under  fire.    All  three  richly  merit  such  reward. 

Captain  (leorge  Butler,  of  the  marines,  also  deserves  mention  for 
coolness  and  bravery.  I  le  reached  and  remained  near  the  palisades  and 
a  short  distancte  inside  them. 

Lieutenant  E.  T.  Woodward  behaved  bravely. 

I  regret  to  report  thodeatli  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  jr. 
lie  was  always  near  the  front  with  instruments  and  tourniquets,  and 
was  bending  over  a  wounded  and  dying  man  when  he  was  shot  in  the 
head  and  instantly  killed.  Their  bodies  wore  f<mnd  together  after  the 
battle.  His  bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  he  nobly  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  otlice. 

The  following-named  of  the  sailors  and  marines  of  this  ship  greatly 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery.  They  deserve  promotion 
and  medals: 

Charles  Mills,  seaman,  charged  up  to  the  palisades  and  remained 
there  when  the  panic  seized  the  men.  At  the  risk  of  his  life  he  remained 
with  and  assisted  Acting  Ensign  O'Connor  (wounded)  from  the  field 
after  dark. 

Thomas  Conner,  ordinary  seaman,  did  the  same,  and,  with  others, 
brought  off  Acting  Master's  Mate  8imms  (wounded).  The  latter  had 
to  be  carried. 
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David  L.  Bass,  seaman;  Franklin  L.  Wilcox,  ordinary  seaman; 
Thomas  Harconrt,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Gordon  H.  Barter,  landsman ; 
CorporalJobn  Bannahan  and  Privates  John  Shivers  and  Henry  Thomp- 
son all  behaved  bravely.  They  were  the  only  three  marines  that  I 
noticed  at  the  front.  Thompson  got  nearer  the  fort  than  any  one  from 
our  ship  by  a  few  yards.  They  all  remained  there  when  the  panic 
carried  the  mass  away. 

I  re^et  to  report  that  Glaus  Zerks,  seaman;  George  T.  Price,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  Joseph  Mullen,  landsman ;  Andrew  Forman,  landsman; 
John  W.  Shepperd,  landsman;  William  Burke,  private  marine;  Daniel 
O'Neal,  private  marine — 7  in  all — were  killed  in  the  assault;  and  that 
Francis  Foster,  seaman;  William  Johnson,  seaman;  Gharles  Freeman, 
seaman;  James  Dillon,  seaman;  Henry  Wallace,  seaman ;  John  Cava- 
nagh,  seaman;  Louis  Ginbertier,  seaman;  Joseph  Dove,  ordinary  sea 
man ;  George  Blake,  ordinary  seaman ;  John  Haggerty,  landsman ;  John 
Jackson,  landsman ;  William  Lonsdale,  landsman ;  Frank  Davis,  lands- 
man; John  Klain,  landsman;  Joseph  Simmerman,  private  marine; 
Kathaniel  CyDonnell,  private  marine;  Thomas  CLeary,  corporal ;  John 
A.  Haskins,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Calhoun,  private  marine;  John 
McKay,  seaman,  and  Eklward  O'Brien,  private  marine,  and  William 
Duggan,  private,  were  wounded — 25  in  all.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
inclusive  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  killed.  Acting  Ensigns  Birt- 
wistle  and  O'Connor,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Simms,  wounded,  33. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  although  unsuccessful,  our  naval 
assault  was  productive  of  much  good,  for  it  kept  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  at  that  angle  of  the  fort  and  proportionately  decresBed  the  force 
the  army  had  to  contend  with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Pabkeb, 
Lieutenant'Oommander  and  Executive  Officer, 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Oommanding  Minnesota, 


Beport  of  lieatenant-Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Kavy,  of  the  anaolt  by  naval  foroes  upon  Fort 

Fisher. 

U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N.  C,  January  16  j  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  regard  to  the 
assault  made  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th  instant  by  the  officers,  sail- 
ors, and  marines  of  the  fleet  under  your  command,  wlio  were  detailed 
for  the  performance  of  that  duty: 

The  signal  for  landing  was  made  at  about  10  o^clock  a.  m.;  by  noon 
all  were  landed  and  formed  on  the  beach. 

I  found  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  E.  Breese  representing  you  in  the 
command.  Although  I  am  his  senior,  still,  as  you  had  assigned  him  to 
the  command,  I  at  once  decided  to  act  as  his  subordinate. 

The  sailors  were  formed  in  three  divisions,  according  to  the  divisions 
of  the  fleet.  To  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman  WdS  assigned 
the  command  of  thetirst  division;  the  command  of  the  second  division 
fell  to  me;  that  of  the  third  division  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas 
O.  8e] fridge.  The  marines  formed  a  fourth  division,  under  command  of 
Captain  L.  L.  Dawson,  of  the  Colorado. 

After  assembling  the  several  divisions  on  the  beach,  they  were  all 
marched  by  ihe  flank  to  a  point  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Fisher,  and 
N  w  B— VOL  11 32 
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they  were  formed  in  parallel  lines,  peri)endieular  to  the  beach  and  to  the 
fire- of  the  fort;  the  marine  division  in  the  front,  and  the  others  in 
the  order  of  their  numbers. 

The  men  who  had  been  detailed  for  intrenchin|]:  doty  had,  as  eoon  as 
landed,  been  sent  forward  under  command  of  Lieutenants.  W.  Preston, 
and,  under  a  brisk  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from  the  fort,  been  engaged 
hi  digging  rifle  pits. 

By  the  time  this  last  formation  was  had,  the  enemy  had  opened  upon 
as  with  grape  and  shell,  and  from  this  time  out  we  were  constantly 
under  fire. 

After  forming,  the  force  was  marched  to  the  front  by  the  right  flank 
of  companies,  until  near  enough  for  the  enemy  to  open  upon  us  with 
rifles,  when  the  divisions  were  again  marched  by  the  left  flank  along  the 
beach  until  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fort,  where  the  men  were  ordered 
to  lie  down  under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach  to  await  the  assault  of 
the  army. 

The  force  thus  rested  for  about  half  aTi  hour,  all  the  time  under  a  fire 
of  musketry  and  occasionally  grape  from  the  fort,  by  which  several  were 
wounded,  and,  1  believe,  one  or  two  killed.  At  the  same  time  the  fleet 
was  firing  over  us  at  the  fort,  and  many  shells  bursting  prematurely 
scattered  their  fragments  in  alarming  proximity. 

I  append  a  plan  showing  the  line  of  march  from  the  time  of  landing. 

At  about  3  o'clock,  the  army  was  observed  moving  to  the  assault,  and 
the  order  was  given  for  the  sailors  and  marines  to  advance.  This  they 
gallantly  did,  cheering  as  they  went  ^Um  the  run'^  (by  the  flank)  along 
the  beach,  and  in  a  short  time  reached  the  point  ^^  A,"  marked  upon  the 
plan,  at  which  the  palisades  of  the  fort  join  the  beach.  As  soon  as 
the  fleet  observed  that  the  assault  had  begun,  the  steam  whistles  were 
sounded,  and  the  firing  at  the  fort  completely  ceased.  Observing  this, 
the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  of  musketry  and  grape,  which 
soon  became  very  hot.  A  few  of  the  oflicers  and  men  pressed  beyond 
the  palisades,  but  the  advance  along  the  beach  was  there  checked,  and 
turned  along  the  palisades  toward  the  fort.  In  the  hurry  of  the  advance, 
thediflf'erent  divisions  had  somewhat  intermingled,  and  a  large  number 
of  officers  and  sailors  and  a  few  marines  were  thus  congregated  at"  A," 
and  almost  every  shot  from  the  enemy  carried  its  message  of  wound  or 
death  to  some  one  of  our  number.  Lieutenants  Preston  and  Porter  and 
Acting  Ensign  Wiley  (of  the  Mofitgomery)  had  fallen,  dead ;  Lieutenants 
Lamson  and  Hache  and  many  other  officers,  both  regulars  and  volun- 
teers, had  been  wounded,  and  many  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded. 

Seeing  the  advance  had  been  checked,  the  rear  also  at  once  halted, 
and  sought  the  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach.  Quite  a  large  space  was 
left  between  that  part  of  the  force  congregated  at  "A"  and  the  rest  of 
it.  The  marines,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  quite  far  down  the  beach. 
I  desire  to  name  Captain  George  Butler  and  Lieutenant  William  Wal- 
lace as  being  at  the  front. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  who  had  been  all  the 
time  in  the  front  of  the  advance,  endeavored  to  bring  the  rear  forward, 
but  without  avail.  The  officers  and  men  at  the  point  **  A"  withstood  for 
a  long  time  the  hot  fire  of  the  enemy,  now  not  more  than  (JO  or  70  yards 
off  from  us,  without  being  able  to  return  it. 

I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  reach  unhurt  the  point  '*B,"  marked 
upon  the  plan,  and  at  this  time  (observing  some  rebels  upon  the  para- 
pet of  the  fort  who  were  seemingly  unarmed,  waving  their  hats  to  us, 
and  beckoning  us  forward)  gave  the  order  "Forward,"  and  advanced, 
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followed  by  many  officers,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  and  men,  includ- 
ing a  few  marines.  As  1  did  so,  I  turned  to  see  if  the  rest  of  the  men 
were  following,  and  to  my  intense  surprise  and  mortification  daw  that 
a  panic  had  seized  the  force  and  that  they  were  ingloriously  Hying  along 
the  beach  away  from  the  fort.  Some  of  the  officers  (prominent  amongst 
whom  I  observed  Lieutenant-Couimander  Selft'idge)  tried  to  rally  them, 
and  their  fellow-men  wlio  were  near  me  reproached  theui  for  their  shame- 
ful cM)nduct,  but  in  vain — all  but  about  00  lied.  The  enemy  began  to 
che4?r,  and  at  once  concentrated  their  whole  fire  upon  the  small  band 
who  had  not  fled.  In  an  instant  four  officers,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cnshman,  Acting  Ensign  Frederick  A.  O'Connor,  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Joseph  M.  Simms,  and  [Arthur  F.J  Aldrich  (of  the  Tuacarora)  were 
wounded,  and  fell  at  my  side.  I  saw  that  any  further  attempt  at 
advance  would,  with  our  small  number,  be  folly,  and  so  ordered  all  who 
were  left  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  angle  ('*B'')  of  the  palisades. 
This  we  did,  and  remained  there  until  dark,  all  the  while  exposed  to 
the  enemy,  who  never  failed  to  fire  at  any  one  who  showed  himself. 
After  dark  we  all  came  safely  away,  bringing  our  wounded,  our  colors, 
and  our  arms. 

Five  gallant  fellows,  viz.  Acting  Ensign  George  T.  Davis,  of  the 
Wabdsh,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Aldrich,  of  the  Tuacarora,  Louis  C. 
Shepard,  sailor,  of  the  Wahash,  one  man  (name  unknown  to  me),  a 
petty  officer  from  the  Tdcony^  and  Private  of  Marines  Henry  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Minnesota,  got  a  few  paces  beyond  "  B."  Mr.  Aldrich  was 
severely  wounded,  and  the  petty  oflicer  was  killed. 

I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  panic  which,  after  they  had  so 
gallantly  charged  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  prospect  of  success 
was  so  good,  seized  upon  the  force.  It  was  certainly  not  want  of  cour- 
age, for  during  the  long  time  the  column  had  been  under  fire  not  a  man 
had  wavered;  and  the  advance  to  the  assault  was  as  splendid  as  could 
have  been  made  by  veterans. 

Lieutenant  Commander  K.  li.  Breese,  who  eommiinded  the  assault- 
ing party,  added  to  his  already  well-earned  and  established  reputation 
for  bravery  and  cool  judgment  in  battle.  He  led  the  advance  to  the 
palisades,  and  when  he  saw  the  rear  delaying,  endeavored,  sword  in 
hand,  to  bring  them  forward  to  our  support.  Failing  to  accomplish 
this,  he  returned,  under  a  shower  of  bullets  directed  at  him  alone,  to 
the  sand  hills  at  "C,"  and  when  it  seemed  no  longer  useful  to  remain 
there,  coolly  followed  the  retreated  mass.  How  he  escaped  death  is  a 
marvel  to  me. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  Charles  H.  Cushman  (wounded)  and  Mont- 
gomery Sicard;  Lieutenants  N.  H.  Farquhar,  R.  IJ.  Lamson,  Smith  W. 
Nichols,  and  John  li.  Bartlett;  Acting  Master  W.  H.  Males  (of  the 
Seneca) ;  Acting  Ensigns  George  T.  Davis  (  Wabash)^  James  Birtwistle, 
and  F.  A.  O'Connor  (Minnesota);  Dayton,  of  the  Nereus^  and  an  acting 
ensign  from  the  (lettyshurg  (whose  name  Lieutenant  Lamson  will  sup- 
ply) j  Acting  Master's  Mate  Joseph  M.  Simms  (Minnesota),  and  [Arthur 
F.]  Aldrich  (Tuscarora),  both  wounded,  all  behaved  very  gallantly, 
and  did  not  retreat  until  I  ordered  them,  after  dark,  to  do  so.  I  have 
named  them  because  they  are  all  known  to  me.  There  were  others 
there,  equally  brave  and  worthy,  whose  names,  unfortunately,  are  not 
in  my  possession. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  my  commanding  officer  (Commodore 
Lanman)  to  Acting  Ensigns  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor.  Both  these 
gentlemen  hold  their  present  appointments  as  a  reward  of  gallant  con- 
duct under  tire.    They  are  both  competent,  intelligent,  and  perfectly 
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correct  young  men ;  and  they  well  deserve  another  step  upward.    I  ear- 
nestly press  them  upon  your  notice. 

Actinia  Master's  Mates  Joseph  M.  Simms  and  [Arthur  F.]  Aldrich  ( Tug- 
carora)  are  fine  young  men.  Simms  I  personally  know  to  be  eminently 
worthy;  of  Aldrich,  Commander  Frailey,  of  the  Tuscaroray  si>eaks  in 
high  terms.  Both  were  severely  wounded  while  in  the  extreme  front; 
botli  richly  merit  their  promotion. 

I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  respect  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Joseph  D.  DanelSy  of  the  Vanderlnlt.  He  came  ashore  in 
command  of  the  party  from  his  vessel,  and  was  of  my  division. 
Although  fitter  for  the  sick  bed  of  a  hospital  than  for  the  field,  he  per- 
sisted in  going  to  the  assault.  He  started  with  us,  marched  until  his 
strength  gave  out  and  his  weak  body  was  unable  to  carry  his  brave 
heart  forward,  when  by  my  orders  he  went  into  the  trench  thrown  up 
by  Lieutenant  Preston's  party.  It  was  no  fault  of  his  that  he  was  not 
found  in  the  front  of  the  advance  when  the  order  to  charge  came. 

Of  those  gallant  dead  the  country  may  well  be  proud.  They  can 
be  illy  spared,  but  their  names  will  be  treasured  as  an  inspiration  for 
the  ftiture. 

Preston  and  Porter  were  killed  at  the  front,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
William  Longshaw,  jr.,  after  adding  to  the  reputation  for  bravery 
which  he  gained  under  fire  of  the  batteries  at  Charleston  while  serving 
on  board  the  ironclad  Lehigh^  was  shot  by  the  enemy  as  he  was  binding 
up  the  wounds  of  a  dying  man.  Their  dead  bodies  were  found  lying 
side  by  side  the  next  morning. 

It  is  painful  to  write  such  a  record,  but  I  feel  compelled  to  state  that 
I  often  saw  the  rebels  deliberately  fire  in  squads  at  the  wounded  who 
were  endeavoring  to  crawl  away. 

I  can  not  close  this  report,  admiral,  without  saying  that,  although 
our  naval  assault  did  not  meet  with  the  success  you  hoped  for,  still  it 
was  of  vast  service  to  the  country.  I  have  conversed,  since  the  fort 
was  taken,  with  many  rebel  oflicers  and  men  (prisoners),  and  all  are 
unanimous  in  saying  that  a  large  part  of  their  force  was  kept  at  the 
sea  face  to  resist  our  attack.  1  know  that  a  large  force  was  there  to 
resist  us.  It  is  no  detraction  f^om  the  eminent  skill  and  bravery  dis- 
played by  our  brethern  of  the  Army  to  claim  this  much  credit  for  our 
sailors. 

I  had  hoped  to  send  you  a  complete  list  •  of  all  those  who  were  not 
afifected  by  the  panic  and  remained  at  ^'  B."  One  was  taken,  but  I  am 
not  able  now  to  learn  who  has  it.  It  will  doubtless  be  found,  and  I 
shall  forward  it  whenever  it  is  found. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  great  victory  which  the  fleet  under 
your  command  has,  in  conjunction  with  the  Army,  so  gloriously  won, 
and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  Pabkbb, 
LieuteTMnt'  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

''Seep.  5U. 
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Baport  of  lieatenant-Comniaxider  Parker,  U.  S.  Kavy,  oommending  certnn  oi&oen  fat 

gallantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumbe, 
James  River ^  Virginia^  March  10 j  1865, 
Admiral:  In  my  report  dated  January  16, 1865, 1  made  mention  of 
a  list  of  officers  and  men  who  bad  not  fled.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  the 
list  has  not  been  found ;  but  several  names  have  been  brought  to  my 
knowledge  of  officers  who  dislinguished  themselves  on  that  occasion 
and  who,  in  the  harry  of  making  the  reports,  were  not  mentioned. 

Acting  Ensign  (regular)  E.  D.  Evans  was  wounded  in  the  leg  just 
after  reaching  the  end  of  the  palisade.  He  bound  up  the  wound  with 
his  handkerchief,  and  then  pressed  on  until  he  fell  with  a  second  wound 
in  the  kneejoint.  From  all  I  can  learn  his  bravery  and  determination 
to  enter  the  fort  were  equaled  by  few  and  excelled  by  none.  He  now 
lies  in  a  critical  state  at  the  naval  hospital,  Norfolk. 

Acting  Ensign  John  F.  Merry,  of  the  Osceola^  was  also  wounded, 
and  like  Acting  Ensign  Evans  pressed  on  until  a  second  wound  pre- 
vented him  from  making  fiirther  progress. 

Acting  Ensign  Perry,  of  the  Colorado,  also  behaved  gallantly,  as 
did  Acting  Master's  Mate  James  G.  Paine,  of  the  Mohican. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  may  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  as  a  supplement  to  my  report  of  January  16,  and  am, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
lAeutenant-  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Parker,  V.  B.  Kavy,  forwarding  report  of  ammunition 

expended. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  enclose  report  of  the  gunner  of  the  ammunition  expended  on 
board  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  the  13th  and  15tb  instant.    There 
is  nothing  to  rei)ort  in  the  other  depiirtments. 

So  far  as  I  observed,  eveiy  officer  and  man  did  his  utmoKt  to  bring 
about  the  glorious  victory  that  has  been  achieved. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  happy  termina- 
tion of  the  **  Wilmington  expedition." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant- Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  Minnesota. 

[RncloBiire.] 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Minne- 
sota on  the  13th  and  15th  instant  at  the  bombardnicut  of  Fort  Fisher, 
viz: 

Xl-iiich  charges,  15  poiinda 70 

IX-inch  charges,  10  pouuds 1, 496 
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r.03 


15()-|>oiiuder  charges,  16  pounds 49 

150-poimdt)r  charges,  12  poands 40 

Total  pounds  of  powder 17,264 

Xl-inoh  shell,  loaded  and  fhzed 70 

IX-inch  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed 1,495 

150-pounder  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed 89 

Total  number  of  shots 1,654 

Very  respectfully  submitted,  January  16, 1866. 

BOBEBT  H.  Cboss, 

Gunner. 
Oommodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Minnesota. 


Beport  of  Commodore  Tinman,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  a  corrected  list  of  casualties  on  the  U.  8.  S. 

Mmnesota. 

XT.  S.  8.  Minnesota, 

At  Sea,  January  19 j  1865. 
Admibal:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  forward  a  ex)rrect  list  of 
casualties  during  the  recent  engagement  with  Fort  Fisher.    There  were 
some  unavoidable  errors  in  my  last.    I  believe  this  to  be  correct.    The 
following  are  the  corrections  made  in  the  list  of  January  16 : 
Edwin  Bowman,  seaman,  reported  killed,  not  dead. 
Henry  T.  Ogier  (seaman),  Charles  Divers  (seaman),  and  Glaus  Zerks 
(seaman),  not  reported,  were  killed. 

William  Duggan  (marine),  Nathaniel  O'Donnell  (marine),  and  John 
Calhoun  (marine),  not  reported,  were  wounded. 

John  Williams,  4th  (seaman),  and  Charles  H.  Thomas  (colored  sea- 
man), not  reported,  are  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Second  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[EncloQiire.] 
KILLED. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Assistant  sorgeon 

Seaman 

In  action. 

Clans  Zerks:. 

Do. 

Charles  Divers 

do 

In  exploaion. 
Do. 

Peter  Brown           ..  .     ........ 

do 

Henry  T.  O^er     

do 

Do. 

Thomas  Dougherty..... 

Captain  forecastle 

Ordinary  seaman 

....  do 

Do. 

John  Rose 

Do. 

Georire  T.  Price      

In  action. 

rharles  Wilson      

do 

In  explosion. 
In  action. 

John  W.  Shepperd 

Landsman -. 

Joseph  Mallon 

do 

Do. 

Andrew  Form ftn       .   ...^..r 

do 

Do. 

John  H.  C.  Has  well 

do 

In  explosion. 
Inacuon. 

Daniel  O'Neil 

Marine    »...Tr»..,r»»TrT 

William  Burke    

do 

Do. 

Total  inaction 

Total  in  explosion  . 
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WOUNDED. 


Name. 


Jmum  Birtwiitle .... 
Fred.  A.  O'Connor . . . 
jMepL  M.  Siiuina . . . . 
ChariM  Freeman  — 

FranoiB  Foster 

John  K.  Cavanagb . . . 

Henry  Wallace 

William  J  obneou 

Lewiii  Ginbertier — 

James  Dillon 

JohnlfoKav 

Joseph  Dool 

George  Blake 

John  li.  Hawkins  — 

John  Jackson 

Frank  Davies 

William  Lonsdale... 

John  Klain 

John  Hajurerty 

Daniel  O'Kane 

Thomas  O'Leary 

Joseph  Slmmerman . . 

John  Calhoun 

Edward  O'Brien 

William  Duggan 

Nathaniel  O^nnell. 


Kate. 


Acting  ensign < 

do 

Acting  luaster's  mate. 

Seaman 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Ordinary  seaman 

do.. 

do 

Landsman 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Corporal  of  marines .. 

Marine 

do 

....do 

do 

do 


Bemarks. 


Inaction. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
In  explosion. 
In  action. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Total  wounded  in  action 

Total  wounded  in  explosion  . 


25 

1 


MISSING. 


Name. 

Bate. 

Bemarks. 

John  Williams,  ith 

Seaman 

^Nothinir  known  deanitely 
\    in  regard  to  these  men. 

Charles  H.  Thomas  (colored) 

do 

Total  missing 2 

KECAPITULATION. 

Total  killed 16 

Total  wounded 26 

Total  missing 2 

Total 48 

William  S.  Fort, 
AsHtstant  Surgeo7i,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  IT.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  captured  papers. 

D.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Off  Fort  FiHher,  K  C,  January  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  TTpon  the  retnrn  of  our  men  this  afternoon  from  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Fisher,  John  Shivers,  a  private  of  marines,  brought  on  board 
several  papers  that  may  interest  you,  especially  that  of  January  8,  6 :  30 
p.  m.,  from  Colonel  [William]  Lamb  to  Major  [James  H.J  Hill,  in  refer- 
ence to  submarine  bombproofs. 

The  other  papers  may  be  of  some  interest  as  showing  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  fort  a  few  days  previous;  also  a  book  ui)on  fortifications. 

The  marine  states  that  he  (bund  these  papers  in  the  wreck  of  a  build- 
ing within  the  fort,  which  he  supposed  to  have  been  the  quarters  of  an 
officer. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  eight  or  ten  of  our  men  are  still  absent 
from  the  ship  unaccounted  for,  of  whom  I  believe  two  were  killed. 

Oonceiving  this  may  be  of  some  importance,  I  dispatch  a  boat  imme- 
diately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Commanding  Second  JXv.,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atla/ntic  Squadron. 

[EnoloaareH.] 

Fort  Fisher,  January  8,  [1865] — 4: 15  p.  m. 
Major  Hill:  Buoys  have  been  removed.  Not  enough  timber  has 
been  sent  to  complete  one  gallery.  If  I  had  some  12  by  12  timber  and 
3-inch  plank,  I  could  mount  the  four  guns  you  desire  around  the  Mound. 
I  need  negroes.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  repair  earthworks.  I  am 
ready  to  repel  Admiral  Porter,  but  if  you  give  me  600  negroes  and 
enough  timber  to  mount  guns,  I  will  make  him  leave  some  of  his  vessels 
behind. 

Colonel  Lamb. 


Fort  Fisher,  January  8  [1865]^6 :  30  p.  m. 
Major  Hill  :  I  think  if  General  Whiting  would  ask  Governor  Vance 
to  let  me  have  500  negroes  for  two  weeks,  to  bring  their  own  provisions 
and  tools,  march  down  by  land,  and  return  exactly  at  that  time,  that  he 
would  send  them.  In  that  time  I  could  enclose  Mound,  throw  up  cur- 
tain from  there  to  Battery  IJedrick,  enclose  submarine  bombproof,  finish 
columbiad  battery,  mend  palisades,  and  traverse  land  guns.  The  200 
feeble  and  wornout  negroes  1  have  can  not  do  much  work,  and  my 
soldiers  are  fully  employed  in  moving  guns  and  ammunition  and  fixing 
quarters. 

Colonel  Lamb. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  IT.  8.  Kayy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado,   transmitting 
reports  of  surgeon  and  warrant  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmingt^mj  N  0.,  January  14^  1865, 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of 
the  operations  of  this  ship  on  the  13th  instant: 

At  4  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  got  underway  from  our  anchor»age 
near  Wilmin^^ton  and  steamed  toward  the  forts  in  line  of  battle,  the 
Minnesota  ahead.  At  S  a.  m.  anchored  within  easy  range  of  the  coast 
in  6^  fathoms,  forts  about  5  miles  distant,  bearing  N.  1^:.  by  N.  [sicU  to 
cover  the  lauding  of  troops,  and  sent  live  boats  to  assist  in  landing 
them  from  tbe  transports.  Commenced  shelling  the  woods  skirting  the 
coast.  At  8:55  ceased  liring  in  obedience  to  your  signal.  At  11: 10 
tbe  third  line  of  gunboats  steamed  alongshore,  shelling  the  woods, 
whilst  the  troops  were  being  landed  rapidly.  At  3  p.  m.  recalled  boats 
in  obedience  to  your  signal.  At  3:15  got  underway,  all  tbe  troops 
having  been  successfully  landed.  At  3:45  proceeded  to  attack  tbe 
forts  without  regard  to  tbe  Minnesota^iu  accordance  to  your  signal,  fol- 
lowed by  tbe  rest  of  tbe  line.  At  4 :  40  opened  lire  upon  tbe  forts  with 
stream  hawser  fast  to  tbe  Ae/r  Ironsidetty  and  continued  the  action 
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briskly  in  easy  range  until  5:50  p.  m.,  when,  by  your  order,  we  ceased 
firing  and  retired  from  action  (it  being  then  too  dark  to  discern  objects 
on  sbore).  At  7  p.  m.  anchored  in  8  fathoms^  Fort  Fisher  bearing 
W.  S.  W.,  distant  3  miles. 

My  casualties  were  1  killed  (Robert  Little,  seaman),  1  severely 
wounded,  1  wounded.  Hulled  six  times  by  the  forts.  One  150-pound 
solid  shot  through  berth  deck;  one  solid  shot  through  gun  deck,  cut- 
ting through  side:  one  solid  shot  through  port  side  above  water  line, 
and  lodging  in  a  beam  end,  where  it  remains;  two  solid  shot  striking 
sheet  chain  and  cutting  it  through.  The  enemy's  shell  exploded  over 
the  hull  of  this  ship,  but  without  serious  injury.  I  forward  herewith 
reports  of  Surgeon  James  McClelland  and  of  the  warrant  officers. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  that  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship  behaved  with  theur  usual  gallantry.  I  have  to  com- 
mend to  your  notice  especially  Lieutenant  M.  L.  «Johnson,  who,  in  the 
midst  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  with  a  boat's  crew  of  volunteers, 
carried  a  hawser  from  this  ship  to  the  New  Ironsidesj  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  bring  all  the  guns  to  bear  from  the  port  battery,  and  was  for  more 
than  half  an  hour  a  target  for  the  forts,  which  they  availed  themselves 
of,  but  fortunately  without  success.  1  can  not  omit  the  opportunity  to 
speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Perry,  who,  wheu 
the  action  commenced,  had  just  returned  to  the  ship  after  having  been 
absent  all  day  with  the  boats  in  landing  troops,  and  although  drenched 
to  the  skin  and  worn  out  with  fatigue,  went  immediately  to  the  second 
division,  which  he  commanded,  and  fought  his  guns  splendidly  through 
the  action,  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Perry  is  in  all  respects  worthy  of 
an  additional  grade. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatohee, 
Commodore^  U.  8.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  David  I).  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  FEirrATR  OOLOEADO, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  J3y  1865. 
Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties,  which 
occurred  on  this  ship  in  tlic  engagement  of  to-day: 
Robert  Little  (seaman),  killed. 

Hanson  F.  Carver  (ordinary  seaman),  severely  wounded. 
James  Foster  (seaman),  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McClelland, 
Surgeon^  U.  8,  Navy. 
Commodore  11.  K.  Thatcher, 

U.  8.  Frigate  Colorado,  Comdg.  First  JHv.  N.  Atla7itic  8quadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmingtonj  N.  C,  January  14,  1665. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  damage 
sustained  by  the  hull  of  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  L'Uh  instant: 

One  solid  shot  between  Nos.  12  and  13  guns,  5  feet  from  water  line, 
doing  much  damage. 
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One  shot  between  Nos.  10  and  11  guns  at  the  water  line;  damage 
slight. 

One  Bhot  forward  of  starboard  gangway  at  the  water  line;  damage 
slight. 
One  shot  between  Nos.  7  and  8  guns,  5  feet  from  water  line. 
One  shot  at  No.  5  gun,  comiug  through  the  forward  part  of  gun-deck 
battery^  and  with  much  damage. 

One  shot  between  Nos.  3  and  4  guns,  coming  through  on  berth  deck, 
2  feet  from  water  line,  doing  much  damage. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Myers, 
Carpenter  J  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8,  Colorado. 


U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  14^  1865. 
SiB:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage  done  to  battery  and 
the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  January  13,  1865: 

Bracket  of  carriage  No.  5  (port)  struck  by  shot,  damaging  it  slightly. 
One  revolver  stock  knocked  off  and  otherwise  badly  damaged.    One 
belt  cut  in  two.    The  above  revolver  and  belt  worn  by  a  man  kille<l  in 
action. 

Expended  756  charges  powder,  IX-inch,  10  pounds;  30  charges  pow- 
der, Xl-inch,  15  pounds;  756  shells,  IX-inch,  lO-second  fuze;  30  shells, 
Xl-inch,  lO-second  fuze. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Wilson, 

Gunner. 
Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Kavy,  oommanding  XT.  8.  8.  Colorado,  giving  list  of  kiUed, 
wounded,  and  miflsing  from  the  assaulting  party  firom  that  vessel. 

U.  8.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  16, 1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  from  this  ship  of  the  assaulting  party  on  Fort 
Fisher  on  the  15th  instant,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  this  moment: 

Killed. — Frederick  S.  Hayford,  ordinary  seaman;  George  H.  Winsor, 
landsman. 

Wounded. — Joseph  W.  Clous,  seaman,  seriously  j  Bobert  A.  Board- 
man,  landsman,  doubtful ;  Arthur  Doyle,  seaman,  seriously ;  George  Tay- 
lor, ordinary  seaman,  slight;  Daniel  Kelly,  sergeant  marines,  slight; 
John  McLeod,  ordinary  seaman,  tiesh  wound:  William  Butler,  seaman, 
slight:  Alexander  tShean,  seaman,  slight;  W.  L.  Laird,  landsman,  slight; 
John  Varley,  landsman,  slight;  David  Vose,  landsman,  slight. 

Missing, — Samuel  Hay,  ordinary  seaman;  George  Watson,  seaman; 
John  D.  Hofiman,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  McCollough,  seaman; 
Bethel  B.  Bickford,  landsman :  William  White,  seaman ;  Joseph  White, 
ordinary  seaman;  George  A.  Merithew,  seaman;  John  Wilson,  3d, 
landsman. 
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Absent  J  supposed  to  be  on  shore. — Andrew  Mann,  private  marime; 
William   Thomas,  private  marine;    Patrick  Gaine,  private  marine; 
Andrew  Perry,  ordinary  seaman;  Peter  Beed,  ordinary  seaman. 
Seriously  wounded. — P.  P.  Baury,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  First  Division^  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  LieatonAnt  Bobeton,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  aMaolting  party  from  the  U.  8.  8. 

Colorado. 

U.  8.  8.  Colorado, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  20, 1865, 

Commodore:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  yon  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  storming 
party  from  this  ship,  under  my  command,  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher 
on  the  15th  instant  by  the  sailors  and  marines  of  the  squadron : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  landed  in  charge  of  130  men  from  this 
ship,  together  with  the  marine  guard.  Aftei  landing  and  forming  the 
men,  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  who  assigned  my 
command  to  the  first  division,  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman  com- 
manding, by  whose  orders  1  detached  a  squad  of  12  men  with  shovels 
to  report  to  Lieutenant  Preston,  to  assist  in  throwiug  up  intrenchmentd. 

The  assaulting  party  then  marched  up  the  beach  by  the  tlank,  and 
after  reaching  a  point  nearly  abreast  the  sea  face  of  the 'fort  were 
ordered  to  take  cover  under  a  ridge  of  sand  to  await  the  assault.  The 
final  assault  being  ordered,  the  whole  force  advanced  by  the  run  up 
the  sea  face  of  the  work,  the  enemy  i>ouring  in  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
with  an  occasional  discharge  of  grape  and  canister,  the  marines,  who 
were  alone  armed  with  muskets,  and  were  to  form  a  (covering  party, 
returning  the  fire  but  feebly.  Tlie  men  broke  in  spite  of  all  my  attempts 
to  rally  them,  and  rushed  down  to  the  beach  in  disorder. 

By  great  exertions  I  succeeded  in  rallying  a  portion  of  my  command, 
and,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cashing,  took  charge  of  the 
iutrenchments.  At  dark,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  I 
took  my  command  up  the  beach  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  work  in 
front  of  the  rebel  General  Hoke's  division.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant F.  F.  Baury  and  Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Perry  behaved  gallantly 
during  the  assault,  and  greatly  assisted  me  in  carrying  out  my  orders. 

I  regret  to  report  A(5ting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baury  severely 
wounded  in  the  hip  during  the  assault. 

Assistant  Surgeon  B.  R.  Kidder,  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  the  hos- 
pital, rendered  every  assistance  to  the  wounded.    Assistant  Surgeon 
Kidder  reports  the  following  casualties:    Three  killed,  15  wounded. 
I  would  also  report  8  missing;  making  a  total  loss  of  2G. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  Robeson, 
Lieuteyiant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  11.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  First  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  8. 8.  Colorado,  oommending  oertain 

ofBicerB  of  that  veweL 

U.  8.  S.  Colorado, 
Hampton  BoadSj  Jantiary  23^  1865, 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  jast  received  a  telegram  to  proceed  to  New 
York,  and  only  the  clearing  up  of  a  dense  fog  delays,  but  before  leav- 
ing your  command  I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  the  highest  possible  terms 
of  four  young  officers  in  this  vessel  wlio  really  deserve  well  of  the 
country.  They  served  directly  under  my  eye  in  the  late  engagements, 
and  I  merely  speak  what  I  know  from  my  own  observation.  They  are 
as  follows*  Mr.  J.  L.  Vennard  and  Willis  U.  Perry  (the  latter  served  as 
third  in  command  of  my  lauding  party) ;  they  are  both  acting  ensigns, 
and  richly  deserve  to  be  made  masters.  Besides  they  are  both  gentle- 
men, sailors,  and  navigators.  Each  of  them  commanded  a  main-deck 
division  and  fought  it  bravely  and  skilliiilly. 

The  two  other  cases  which  I  desire  and  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice 
particularly  are  those  of  Adrian  Phillipps,  my  clerk,  and  [Walter  F.] 
Birge,  the  paymaster's  clerk.  The  first-named  stood  by  my  side  during 
the  entire  five  days'  work  upon  Fisher,  carefully  noting  all  the  incidents 
of  the  action,  but  was  of  great  service  as  my  aid,  and  displayed  the 
coolness  of  a  veteran.  The  other  young  gentleman,  Mr.  Birge,  although 
directed  by  the  paymaster  to  look  after  his  property  in  the  cockpit, 
was  allowed,  at  his  own  earnest  solicitation,  to  serve  in  the  powder 
division,  and  there  worked  as  a  x)owder  passer  with  great  zeal  and  effi- 
ciency through  all  the  fighting.  These  are  both  young  gentlemen  of 
education  and  good  family,  and  it  strikes  me  are  far  more  worthy  of 
assistant  paymasterships  than  the  crowd  of  shopkeepers'  boys  who  are 
daily  being  apiK>inted  to  that  office,  and  I  trust  that  the  Department 
will  so  view  it,  and  give  them  what  they  deserve  and  desire. 

Another  case  1  desire  to  mention  of  individual  merit,  that  of  Acting 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  0.  G.  Fernald,  who,  although  ill  and  under 
medical  treatment,  volunteered  to  tend  the  engine  bell,  was  active  in 
passing  orders,  and  on  the  last  day,  when  we  were  shorthanded,  acted 
as  a  spar  deck  powder  boy,  and  made  himself  in  many  ways  very  use- 
ful. This  is  his  second  cruise  in  the  service,  his  first  as  a  seaman.  I 
hope  the  Department  may  advance  him  a  step,  for  he  deserves  it. 

My  short  and  delightful  service  in  your  squadron,  associated  as  I 
have  been  with  noble  souls,  has  endeared  them  every  one  to  me,  and  I 
leave  with  a  sad  heart,  but  shall  ever  look  back  to  it  as  one  of  the 
brightest  sjmts  in  my  naval  career.  And  you,  my  dear  admiral,  have 
won  the  universal  love  and  esteem  of  us  all,  which  we  shall  cherish  to 
the  last  hour  of  life. 

Most  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatchbb. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  8.  Frigate  Wabash, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N.  0.,  January  16, 1865. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher 
during  the  past  three  days: 

On  the  13th  instant  got  underway  at  5  a.  m.  in  obedience  to  signal 
and  stood  in  with  the  tieet  toward  the  land.    At  8: 15,  being  abreast  of 
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the  Half  Moon  battery  and  near  the  army  transports,  sent  all  boats  to 
assist  in  landing?  troops,  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  No.  10.  At 
8:55,  anchored  with  kedge  astern  in  a  situation  to  shell  the  woods. 
At  3:30  p.  m.  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal,  took  station  in  line 
and  moved  toward  Fort  Fisher,  abreast  of  which  the  ship  was  anchored 
at  5  p.  m.  with  bow  and  stern  an(;hor,  and  opened  fire  with  starboard 
battery  on  the  fort,  which  was  continued  with  good  effect  until  0  p.  m., 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders,  withdrew  from  action  for  the  night. 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  16th  got  underway,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and 
stood  in  with  the  fleet  toward  Fort  Fisher  in  line  of  battle.  At  10: 15 
a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  the  storming  party  detiiiled  under 
General  Order  No.  81  left  the  vessel  in  six  boats,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Oushman  (who  volunteered  for  the  serv- 
ice), to  report  to  the  flagship,  the  force  consisting  of  5  officers,  136  sail- 
ors, and  42  marines;  the  vessel  keeping  on  her  way  while  the  boats 
were  being  manned.  At  10:45  a.  m.  anchored  with  bow  and  stern 
anchor  in  prescribed  position,  and  opened  a  deliberate  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  works  from  one  division  of  the  starboard  battery.  At  2  p.  m., 
in  obedience  to  orders,  commenced  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  cover 
oar  advance  of  storming  party  toward  the  fort.  At  2 :  45,  the  storming 
party  being  in  close  proximity  to  the  fort,  the  firing  was  discontinued 
in  obedience  to  preconcerted  signal.  At  6:30  again  opened  fire  in 
ob^ience  to  orders,  shelling  in  the  direction  of  the  rebel  works  between 
the  fort  and  the  Mound  battery  to  prevent  the  enemy's  reinforcements 
from  landing.  At  9:30  ceased  firing,  information  being  received  that 
the  fort  had  surrendered.  The  return  of  ammunition  has  been  already 
forwarded,  and  although  it  exhibits  a  large  expenditure,  it  is  to  be 
believed  that  it  was  an  effective  one.  A  partial  list  of  casualties  has 
been  forwarded,  and  as  soon  as  the  stragglers  from  the  storming  party 
can  be  gathered,  a  complete  list  will  be  rendered.  The  report  of  dam- 
ages sustained  in  the  carpenter's  and  boatswain's  department  has  been 
sent  in,  and  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Oushman  of  the  composition  and  operations  of  the  storming  party  from 
this  vessel  and  the  list  of  casualties  consequent  upcm  that  attack.  In 
conclusion,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command  (altliough  as  a  ship's  company  their 
organization  has  been  very  recent  and  under  unfavorable  opportunities 
for  drill).  They  liave  exhibited  a  patient  endurance  and  perfect  stead- 
iness that  would  not  have  done  discredit  to  a  much  older  and  more 
thoroughly  drilled  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mblancton  Smith, 

Captain, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  /Squadron. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Commander  Caihman,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  aasaolting  party  f^m  the 

U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  January  16y  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  as  follows  concerning  the  detail  of  officers  and 
men  from  this  ship,  under  General  Order  No.  81,  and  their  operations: 

The  detail  was  composed  of  Lieutenant-Commander  (L  Fl.  Oushman, 
Acting  Ensign  Davis,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Thorburn,  and  138  men; 
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Lientenant  Fagan  and  42  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
marines;  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Tinkham  and  3  nurses.  Total,  5 
officers  and  183  men. 

At  10:16  a.  m,  of  the  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  my  command  to  the  shore,  landed,  and  reported  to  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Breese,  fleet  captain. 

To  me  was  assigned  the  command  of  the  first  column  of  the  storming 
party  from  the  fleet,  and  the  detail  from  this  ship's  crew,  now  under 
Ensign  Davis,  reported  to  me  and  were  assigned  to  the  left  of  that 
column.  This  gave  them  the  advance  in  the  flank  movement  along  the 
beach  toward  the  fort. 

Lieutenant  Fagan  and  the  marines  were  assigned  to  the  marine  com- 
mand, and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Tinkham  to  the  charge  of  the 
hospital  arrangements  for  the  party. 

At  2 :  45  p.  m.,  after  an  advance  of  half  a  mile  under  a  heavy  Are,  we 
attempted  to  gain  the  fort.  The  men  advanced  excellently  to  the  stock- 
ade, although  numbers  of  them  fell;  but  here  a  momentary  check 
occurred,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  breach  in  the  stockade,  which 
was  fatal.  The  enemy  increased  his  fire,  and  unable  to  return  or  stand 
up  to  it,  the  column  finally  gave  way  and  retreated  in  a  body  to  the 
starting  point,  utterly  refusing  to  be  rallied.  The  fleet  captain,  a  large 
number  of  officers,  and  some  men  from  different  vessels  were  left  abreast 
the  stockade  under  the  flre  of  the  enemy.  Among  these  were  Ensi^rn 
Davis  and  3  men  from  this  vessel,  who  had  succeeded  in  reaching  quite 
to  the  ditch  of  the  fort,  unable  to  advance  or  retreat.  We  sought  the 
protection  of  the  stockade  and  remained  until  dusk. 

I  then  joined  the  fleet  captain,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  assisted 
in  garrisoning  Half  Moon  battery  for  the  night  with  such  of  my  men 
as  could  be  collected,  about  40  in  all.  This  morning  was  spent  in  col- 
lecting the  men  and  getting  them  on  board,  and  a  list  of  casualties  is 
being  made  up  as  fast  as  possible.  At  present  it  may  be  estimated  as 
follows : 

Present,  total,  144  men  and  marines,  5  officers;  absent,  34  men  and 
marines,  of  whom  there  are  wounded,  14  men  and  marines;  killed,  4 
men  and  marines;  missing,  10  men. 

It  is  i)ainful  to  record  our  want  of  success  in  reaching  the  fort,  but 
when  all  things  are  considered,  and  the  flre  which  was  at  any  rate 
diverted  from  the  army  is  estimated,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  at  least  did 
not  utterly  fail. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.   H.  OUSHMAN, 
Lieutenant' Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Cnshman,  XT.  S.  Kavy,  of  the  atsaolt  by  naval  forces  upon 

Fort  FiBher. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  January  17, 1865. 

Sib  :  Iq  obedience  to  orders  I  submit  to  you,  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  storming  party  organized  under  General  Order  No.  81, 
the  following  report: 

At  10  a.  m.,  of  the  15th  instant,  having  landed  in  command  of  a 
detail  from  this  ship,  consisting  of  5  officers  and  186  men,  and  reported 
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to  yoa,  I  wa8  asHigned  by  you  to  the  comnmud  of  the  first  colnmn  of 
the  Htorming  party.  I  turned  the  conimand  of  the  detail  from  this  ship 
over  to  Acting  Ensign  G.  T.  Davis,  and  on  the  reTK)rtingof  Lieutenant- 
Oomuiander  F.  B.  Blake,  of  the  Susquehanna^  with  the  detail  ftx>m  that 
ship,  I  appointed  him  second  in  command  of  this  column.  Other  details 
soon  reported  from  the  Colorado^  Xereus,  Vanderhilt^  Ticonderoga^  and 
several  other  ships,  and  the  column,  now  consisting  of  430  men  and 
20  oflicers,  was  organized  into  four  companies  and  i>osted  in  line,  with 
the  left  resting  toward  and  about  1.}  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  near  Flag 
Pond  battery.  Right,  or  iirst  company.  Lieutenant  Kobeson,  of  the 
Colorado,  commanuing;  second  company.  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  of  the 
SuHquehannay  commanding;  third  company,  Acting  Ensign  Coftiii,  of 
the  Ticonderogd^  commanding;  lei't,  or  fourth  company,  Acting  Ensign 
Davis,  of  tlic  WaboJth, 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  give  the  names  of  the  other  ships  whose 
details  were  in  the  column,  but  the  list  is  in  the  possession  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Blake,  and  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  obtained  from 
him.  In  the  position  now  occupied,  finding  that  the  enemy's  shell 
reached  us,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-Oommander 
Parker  (senior  during  your  absence  conferring  with  the  general  com- 
manding the  army),  swung  round  with  the  front  toward  Fort  Fisher. 
On  your  return,  changed  again  to  the  former  i>osition,  and  moved  from 
time  to  time  by  the  left  flank,  until  wo  arrived,  about  1 :  45  p.  m.,  at  a 
point  on  the  beach  about  800  yards  from  the  fort,  where  we  halted  to 
await  the  order  for  the  final  advance,  and  caused  the  men  to  lie  down, 
in  order  to  protect  them  by  the  rise  of  the  beach  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  began  to  be  of  some  importance.  We  were  considerably 
annoyed  here,  also,  by  premature  explosions  and  short  ranges  of  shells 
from  some  of  our  own  vessels,  making  the  position  rather  a  trying  one. 
From  this  point  we  were  to  make  the  assault  as  follows:  At  a  signal 
to  be  given  by  yourself,  the  columns  were  to  rise,  double  quick  in  close 
order  by  the  leit  fiank;  pass  as  far  as  possible  the  line  of  the  stockade, 
which  extended  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  foit  to  high-water 
msrk ;  then  move  by  the  front  toward  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  and  charge 
it  with  a  rush,  it  being  understood  that  such  of  the  column  as  did  not 
pass  the  stockade  were  to  operate  against  the  northeavst  corner,  and  so 
much  of  the  northwest  face  as  the  line  covered.  At  li :  45  p.  ni.  received 
the  signal  from  you  to  advance.  The  columns  rose  and  Htarte<l  on  the 
double-quick  in  good  order,  though  a  little  open.  Tliey  soon  closed  up, 
however,  and  although  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  severe  at  the  very 
start,  they  moved  on  with  great  steadiness  under  it.  Everything 
seemed  t/O  be  going  on  finely,  when  suddenly  and  for  some  reason  still 
unknown,  the  left,  or  head  of  the  column,  instead  of  passing  the  stock- 
ade, turned  up  by  a  ''file  right",  along  it,  and  into  its  first  angle,  and 
were  here  checked.  I  hurried  to  this  point  at  once  to  ascertain  the 
cause  and  the  remedy.  I  met  here  Lieutenant-Commander  l^lake  (my 
second  in  command),  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  Lieutenant  Com 
mander  Sicard,  Lieutenants  Farquhar,  Nichols,  and  Bartlett,  and  sev- 
eral others,  all  endeavoring  to  remedy  the  mistake.  You  were  pointed 
out  to  me  near  by,  but  it  was  impossible  to  reach  you  through  the 
crowded  mass  of  men,  and  there  was  besides  not  a  moment  to  lose. 
The  check  at  the  angle  of  the  stockade  had  caused  a  massing  of  the 
centers  of  the  columns  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the  men 
who  had  advanced  so  gallantly  for  a  half  mile  under  the  same  fire  began 
to  waver.  This  is  eiwily  iiccounted  for  when  it  is  remembered  that  they 
were  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses  only,  and  could  not  return  the 
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fire  at  that  distance.  It  was  a  hazardous  experiment  to  attempt  to 
force  the  columns  by  the  tlank  through  the  very  narrow  opening  in  the 
stockade  which  occurred  here,  but  there  seemed  no  alternative,  and 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  being  senior,  gave  the  order.  Trying  as 
was  the  position,  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  column  obeyed  the  order  in- 
stantly, and  followed  the  officers  to  the  rise  at  the  opening;  but  scarcely 
had  this  poiut  been  reached,  when  a  shout  from  those  next  behind  us 
indicated  that  the  rear  had  given  way.  By  the  time  one  could  turn 
and  look,  the  whole  body  were  in  rapid  retreat  up  the  beach,  and  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  officers  faUed  to  rally  them.  Those  who  were 
left,  a  list  of  whom  1  enclose,  finding  it  impossible  to  advance  or  retreat, 
sought  the  shelter  of  the  stockade  and  of  the  mounds  near  by.  Five 
others,  whose  names  are  also  on  the  list,  who  had  entered  through  the 
stockade  or  passed  to  the  next  angle,  shortly  joined  us,  and  several 
whose  names  are  not  on  the  list,  were  with  you  at  the  small  mound  near 
by.  Here  my  report  of  the  column  doses.  The  officers  had  done  their 
duty  well  in  leading  the  men,  the  men  had  followed  well  so  long  as  they 
could  keep  on,  but  when  brought  to  a  standstill  under  such  a  fire  for 
the  first  time,  and  newly  organized,  it  seems  only  surprising  that  they 
Ktood  at  all.  Gould  we  have  kept  on  according  to  plan,  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  we  could  have  entered  the  fort;  we  could  at  any  rate  have 
made  a  severe  enough  fight  to  have  greatly  aided  the  army.  I  am 
aware  that  explanations  of  the  cause  of  want  of  full  success  are  gen- 
erally valueless  to  redeem  the  character  of  any  attempt,  but  it  seems 
only  justice  to  state  them  in  this  case.  Had  we  succeeded,  it  would 
have  been  an  event  '^by  itself;"  failing,  it  is  at  least  satisfactory  to 
know  that  those  who  are  judges  express  their  admiration  for  the  bold- 
ness of  the  conception,  even,  of  such  an  attempt,  and  that  the  Com- 
manding General  of  the  Army  has  expressed  himself  most  pleasantly 
in  regard  to  its  gallantry  and  importance. 

To  Ensign  G.  T.  Davis,  Wabiish;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Aldrich, 
TvAcarora;  Albert  Burton,  seaman,  Wabash;  L.  C.  Shepard,  ordinary 
seaman,  Wabash;  Acting  Ensign  Simms,  of  the  Minnesota,  the  second 
and  last  of  whom  were  severely  wounded,  is  due  the  credit  of  having 
either  entered  the  stockade  or  passed  to  its  next  angle.  1  would  rec- 
ommend them  for  the  consideration  of  the  admiral.  The  list  whi(*>h  is 
appended  was  not  intended  at  the  time  it  was  taken  to  be  used  except 
to  account  for  those  present  at  the  stockade,  in  case  of  accident  or 
injury  when  getting  away.  It  is  sent  now  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Parker. 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  I  a^l  npt  able  to  give  from  dfita,  but- 
from  verbal  infprmation  estimate  it  at  18  killed  and  36  wounded  iu  the 
first  column  alone,  which  proportioned  for  the  other  columns,  of  itself 
attests  the  gallantry  of  the  advance. 

To  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  and  the  officers  commanding  com- 
panies, as  indeed  to  all  in  the  oolupin,  thanks  are  due  for  their  support 
in  organizing  and  leading  the^men  to  the  stockade  itself,  and  so  long  as 
they  would  follow ;  and  for  endeavors  to  rally  them  as  well  as  in  getting 
them  together  subsequently  to  assist  in  garrisoning  Half  Moon,  battery, 
to  enable  reinforcements  to  be  sent  to  the  assaulting  party  of  the  army. 
At  dusk  the  party  at  the  stockade  made  their  way  to  the  hospital,  tak- 
ing with  them  such  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  removed.  There,  meet- 
ing yon,  orders  were  received  to  collect  the  men  and  assist  in  garrisoning 
the  Half  Moon  battery,  which  was  done  until  morning^  when  the  return 
of  parties  to  their  vessels  began. 
N  w  Bt-vox.  1). 33 
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At  this  momeut,  I  am  informed  of  the  probable  cause  of  the  mistake 
referred  to  in  the  advance.  It  seems  that  a  detail  of  men  under  Lieu- 
tenants Porter  and  Preston  had  tbrmed  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  first 
column,  a  fact  not  before  known  to  me.  When  those  gallant  officers 
were  killed,  their  men  took  the  dire(*.tion  to  the  right,  and  the  column 
followed  before  it  could  be  corrected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.   H.  CUSHMAN, 
LieuU  Comdr.y  late  Comdg,  First  Column^  Naval  Brigade. 

Fleet  Captain  K.  li.  Bbeese. 

(Kncloanra.] 
List  of  officerB  and  men  referred  to  in  report. 


Llent.  Baitlett 

Lieut.  Para  ohar..... 

LimiL&  w.Kiebola 

Hinneeota. 

Wabasb. 
•  Honeoa. 
!  Snsqnebanna. 

Santiago  de  Caba. 
1  Sbenandoab. 

]  Chippewa. 
Taoony. 
Triatrank  Sbandy. 

Vanderbilt. 

j  Colorado. 

!  Saasacos. 

'  WabaHb. 
1  Gettyabiirg. 

TuHrarorn. 
Fort.lackson. 

Mobican. 

Do. 
Wabnsb. 

I>o. 

Do. 

'    ('hip|K*WH. 

Kicb'dGallagbor.  ship's  cook. 

Jamea  Kelly,  sesman 

T.  McNeil,  capt.  aftet  guard  . 

Alliert  Burton,  H4*araiui 

1  Williaiu  Tunbnd)^ 

Chipncwa. 

Do! 
Wabasb. 
Tacony. 

Do. 

And.  Sevell 

Acting  Enatgn  Dayton 

AcUng  Xnalgn  U.  ft.  Wood  . . 
Aoting  Eoalin  J.  D.  Taoey  . . 
Acting  Eoaign  Tbomaa  Jd. 

L.ll.Godfk^y 

Do. 

John  Sullivan 

Colorado. 

A.  liTborne 

Do. 

Franklin  G.  Fuller 

Do. 

Charloa  A.  Smith 

Do. 

Aoting  Haatcr  LouiaF.  Tim- 
ncnnan. 

William  Tuttle.  ir 

Do. 

[William]  Harrfson 

Do. 

Aoting  Enaign   WiUia    0. 

Ao^'Enalgn    W.    U. 

May%r.Jr. 
Acting  Enaign  Q.  T.  Davis . . . 
AetinS  Eaalgn  Melville  C. 

William  H.  Willis    

Juniata. 

Do. 
Malvern. 

Do. 

Willbim  Blake,  neuman 

T.  M.  White.  Heuinsn  

J  ohn  Sullivan,  seaiuan 

TbomaaO.  Neil 

John  D.  Jones,  OS 

Charles  A.Stribeck 

Tnntio. 
Oettvaburg. 

Acting  Ensign  8.  L.  Griffin  . . 
Acting  Maater'ii  Mate  F.  A. 
Powen. 

Jacob  Lonry 

George  Dansell.  seaiiinn 

1  CharleRJ  ]k>udn'aii 

Vanderbilt. 
Iosco. 

J.O.PaIno 

Joseph  Fowler 

Joseph  Frettmau   

ArtiiiK  Ensign  [UliikJ  Fcil 

L  (;.  Sbepurd.  0.  S 

Do. 

Bert  raw  Datia 

Do. 

Wm.  Sniltb,  2d,  fleaman 

Jonatban  Hriggn,  capt.  top . . . 

George  S.  Riley.  ().  S 

Hubert    Peters,  master. at- 
anno. 

Do. 
Wabash. 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  operationB  of  the  guard  from 

the  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash, 
.1^  Sea,  January  17^  1S65, 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following;  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by  the  marine  guard  of  this 
ship  ill  the  opentions  against  tlie  rebel  Fort  Fisher,  commanding  the 
entrance  to  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1865. 

My  command  consisted  of  ^  sergeants,  3  corporals,  and  38  privates, 
and,  to  prevent  confusion  in  landing,  the  coini)any  was  divided  into 
four  sections,  each  commanded  by  a  noncommissioned  officer. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  at  10:30  o'clock,  my  men  were 
landed  and  formed  on  the  beach  about  l^  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher.  I  then  received  and  formed  into  other  companies  the 
marines  of  the  different  vessels,  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Butler, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  when  1  turned  the  command  over  to  that  officer. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Coniiuiinder  K.  U.  Breese 
(tieet  captain),  through  Captain  Butler,  to  take  my  guard  and  advance 
to  the  support  of  the  sailors  at   the  front,  who  were  throwing  up 
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intrenohmentB  near  Fort  Fi»her,  under  the  direction  of  Lieateuant 
Preston,  U.  8.  Navy. 

I  marcned  my  company  up  the  beach  by  the  flank  nntil  within  a  mile 
of  the  rebel  fort,  when,  finding  the  fire  severe,  I  deployed  my  men  as 
skirmishers  across  the  plain,  and  continued  to  advance.  Arriving  at 
the  intrenchments,  1  ordered  my  men  to  cover  themselves  from  the 
enemy's  shot,  and  this  they  partially  did  by  throwing  up  heaps  of 
sand  with  their  bayonets  and  bands.  After  the  sailors  had  completed 
their  breastworks,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  to 
advance  my  command  to  the  extreme  parallel  of  intrenchments,  which 
I  did,  my  men  marching  to  the  iront,  across  a  plain  swept  by  the  fire, 
with  alacrity  and  spirit.  In  this  advance  I  frequently  orderea  my  men 
to  lie  down,  and  as  soon  as  the  shower  of  grape  had  passed  the  march 
was  resumed  at  the  double-quick. 

After  a  toilsome  march  through  the  sand  we  reached  a  line  of 
intrenchments  about  40  yards  from  the  fort,  which  I  found  occupied  by 
the  skirmish  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers. During  the  advance  2  of  my  men  were  badly  wounded,  and 
they  were  at  once  sent  to  the  rear. 

1  now  ordered  a  few  of  my  men  (good  shots)  to  open  fire  on  the  rebel 
gunners,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  skill  that  a  fieldpiece  inside  the  pal- 
isade was  forced  to  be  abandoned  by  the  rebel  artillerists. 

1  now  awaited  further  orders,  but  finding  the  trench  filling  up  with 
soldiers,  and  supposing  the  attack  about  to  be  made,  I  collected  and 
marched  my  men  by  the  flank  across  the  plain  toward  the  beach,  where 
I  saw  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  advancing  to  the  front.  See- 
ing no  officer  to  report  to,  I  formed  my  men  with  the  rest  of  the  marines, 
who  were  in  the  center  of  the  column,  the  advance  being  composed 
entirely  of  sailors.  In  this  manner  we  marched  under  a  severe  fire  of 
musketry  from  the  foil  toward  the  northeast  angle  of  tlie  work  until  the 
column  halted,  when  I  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  and  pick  ofif  the 
rebels  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher  until  the  onler  was  given  to 
charge.  My  men  had  opened  fire  when  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing 
and  prepare  for  the  assault.  I  now  perceived  a  movement  in  front  of 
our  position,  and  soon  after  a  body  of  men  rushed  past.  I  endeavored 
by  every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  retreat  which  I  now  plainly 
saw  was  initiated,  but  my  appeals  and  threats  were  of  no  avail,  and  I 
then  prepared  myself  for  the  worst,  knowing  that  a  retreat  would  be 
disastrous  and  more  deadly  than  a  charge  against  the  fort.  My  com- 
mand maintained  its  position  until  I  saw  Ideutenant-Gommander  F.  B. 
Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  informed  me  that  the  assault  had  been  for  the 
present  abandoned.  1  then  collected  my  men  and  marched  down  the 
beach.  Having  seen  that  the  retreat  was  universal  on  the  part  of  the 
naval  forces,  I  gave  several  of  my  men  permission  to  advance  again  to 
the  front  and  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  possible  with  sharpsliooting. 

Shortly  after,  hearing  that  an  attempt  was  about  to  be  made  to  rally 
the  men,  I  halted  and  allowed  my  men  to  seek  cover,  while  in  company 
with  Acting  |  Volunteer]  Lieutenant-Oommander  Danels,of  the  Vander- 
hilt.  I  collected  stragghng  sailors  and  marines  and  formed  them  under 
some  sand  hills  on  the  beach,  about  600  yards  from  Fisher.  We  had 
collected  quite  a  number  of  men,  when  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  F.  B.  Blake  to  take  my  men  and  as  many  more  as  I  could 
find  and  report  to  General  Terry,  D.  S.  Army,  the  object  being  to 
occupy  with  sailors  and  marines  a  line  of  intrenchments  in  the  rear, 
then  threatened  by  the  enenf>.  1  collected  about  200  marines  and 
mai'ched  to  General  Terry's  headquarters,  wher^  I  T^^\\w^^xi^^^^^^ 
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once  assigned  to  a  position  on  the  line,  which  position  the  marines 
oocapied  with  vigilance  and  attention  until  the  morning,  when  we  were 
relieved  and  I  embarked  my  command  for  the  WaAnah. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  1  sergeant  and  6  privates,  who 
became  detached  from  my  guard  while  in  the  army  intrenchmeuts  at 
the  front,  accompanied  the  army  in  the  storming  of  the  fort,  and,  as  I 
afterwards  heard  fh)m  an  army  officer,  behav^  with  gallantry  and 
coolness  during  the  hand-to-hand  conflict  that  ensued. 

In  conclusion,  captain,  I  would  say  that  during  the  time  the  marine 
guard  of  this  ship  was  on  shore  they  behaved  with  bravery  and  subor- 
dination on  all  occasions.  It  pleased  the  deet  captain  (Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Breese)  to  compliment  the  handsome  manner  in  which  my  men 
advanced  in  skirmish  line  to  the  ad vanced  line  of  intrenchmeuts,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  and  I  feel  that  his  words  of  praise  were  not  undeserved. 

All  my  men  behaved  well,  but  I  would  present  especially  to  your 
attention  the  conduct  of  Oorporal  Tomlin,  of  the  guard,  who,  under  a 
heavy  flrefh)m  the  enemy's  shar]>shooters,  advanced  into  an  open  plain 
close  to  the  fort,  and  assisted  a  wounded  comrade  to  a  place  of  safety. 
I  respectftdly  ask  that  his  conduct  may  be  made  known  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Nav^,  so  that  he  may  receive  a  medal  of  honor. 

The  marine  guard  is  present  or  accounted  for,  and  on  board  the  ship 
in  good  condition. 

Enclosed,  please  find  a  list  of  wounded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  E.  Faoan, 
Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Marines^  Commanding  Ouardj  Frigate  Wi^poHh. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Wabash. 


Btport  of  ioigwii  XoShony,  U.  8.  NaTjr,  ragarding  ounaltiM  on  Uie  U.  S.  S.  Wabaah. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  January  16^  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  casualties  occurred 
in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  January  15 : 

1.  Michael  McCann,  gunner's  mate,  contused  wound  of  scalp;  slight. 

2.  William  Costello,  ordinary  seaman,  contused  wound  of  left  thigh 
and  leg. 

3.  Phillip  Ghallman,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  knee;  severely. 

4.  William  H.  Smith,  3d,  seaman,  contusion  of  back  and  abrasion  of 
hand :  severe. 

5.  Esek  P.  Bailey,  private  marine,  gunshot  wound  above  lefb  knee  by 
piece  of  shell  when  ashore  with  storming  party;  severe. 

6.  William  Easton,  ordinary  seaman,  gunshot  wound  right  thigh, 
ride  ball ;  severe. 

7.  Patrick  Scaulou,  marine,  contused  wounds  of  face  and  hand  by 
explosion  of  magazine  at  Fort  Fisber  this  morning;  severe. 

8.  James  O'Neil,  landsman,  contusion  of  thigh  from  explosion  of 
magazine  at  Fort  Fisher  this  morning;  severe. 

9.  Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  II.  Cushman,  gunshot  wound  left 
thigh. 

10.  Hiram  J.  Henkey,  landsman  (was  brought  on  board  from  shore, 
belongs  to  U.  S.  S.  Mohican)^  gunshot  wound  of  back,  about  iirst  lum? 
bar  vertebra;  very  severe. 
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11.  JameA  E.  Lambert,  landsman,  gansbot  wound  through  both 
thighs;  severe. 

12.  George  Brown,  marine,  contusion,  hip,  from  explosion  of  maga- 
zine in  Fort  Fisher  this  morning. 

There  were  others  injured  on  shore,  and  some  killed  while  storming 
Fort  Fisher.  I  will  report  their  names  and  condition  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  MoSherrt, 

Surgeon. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wab€uihy  North  Atlanti4^  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommaiiding  V.  8.  8.  Wabafh,  regarding  oaeoaltieB. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N.  0.,  January  17, 1865. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  casu- 
alties in  the  personnel  of  this  ship  during  the  recent  attack  and  capture 
of  Fort  Fisher.    I  regret  that  the  list  and  detail  could  not  be  sooner 
furnished: 

Killed. 

1.  Beme^artin,  landsman. 

2.  Holt,  William  H.,  landsman. 

3.  Kitts,  Alonzo,  landsman. 

Wounded. 

1.  Bailey,  Esek  P.,  private  marine,  wounded  by  fhigment  of  shell 
above  left  knee. 

2.  Brown,  George,  marine,  contusion  of  hip  from  explosion  of  maga- 
zine at  Fort  Fisher. 

3.  Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  H.  Cushman,  bullet  wound  of  left 
thigh. 

5.  Challman,  Phillip,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  knee. 
0.  Christie,  William,  captain  mizzen  top,  contusion  left  foot  from 
explosion  of  magazine  at  Fort  Fisher. 

7.  Coons,  Jotham  A.,  landsman,  wound  of  finger. 

8.  Daley,  William,  marine,  wounded  thigh  by  shell;  mortally;  since 
died  on  board  Colorado. 

9.  Easton,  William, ordinary  seaman, bullet  wound  left  thigh;  died 
January  18. 

10.  Lambert.  James  E.,  landsman,  bullet  wound  through  both  thighs. 

11.  Moran,  Patrick,  marine,  contusion  of  ankle  from  spent  ball. 

12.  McCann,  Michael,  gunner's  mate,  contused  wound  of  scalp. 

13.  Oliver,  Albert  W.,  landsman,  bullet  wound  in  right  side;  slight. 
U.  O'Neil,  James,  landsman,  contusion  of  thigh  from  explosion  of 

magazine  at  Fort  Fisher. 

15.  Plimly,  George,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  hip  from  explosion 
of  magazine  Fort  Fisher. 

16.  Scaulan,  Patrick,  marine,  contused  wound  of  face  and  hand  from 
explosion  magazine. 

The  following  are  known  to  have  been  wounded  and  sent  from  shore 
hospital  to  other  ships : 

17.  Farrell,  Michael,  landsman,  wounded  in  leg. 

18.  Kennahan,  James,  landsman,  right  leg. 
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19.  Lonqnest,  Miles  P.,  seaman,  left  foot. 

20.  McDouald,  John,  landsman,  right  leg. 

21.  Seymour,  George,  seamaD«  right  side. 

22.  Stan  field,  Josepb,  seaman,  ballet  throngh  foot. 

23.  Venson,  Levi,  landsman,  standard  bearer,  bullet  both  legs. 

We  have  ou  board  Hiram  J.  Henkey^  landsman,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohi- 
can^ with  gunshot  wound  of  spinal  oolamn,  fracturing  iirst  lumbar 
vertebra  and  paralyzing  lower  extremities. 

The  following  men  are  missing: 

1.  Austin, Charles,  landsman. 

2.  Cronin,  Bichard,  landsman. 

3.  Qutner,  Henry,  landsman. 

4.  Macker,  John,  landsman. 

5.  Kiley,  John,  1st,  ordinary  seaman. 

Killed,  3;  wounded,  23,  and  1  belonging  to  Mohican;  missing,  5. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Mblancton  Smith,! 

Captain. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Uommeutding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


B«port  of  Captain  Piektiing,  TT.  8.  Navy,  wmiinandlng  TT.  8.  8.  VanderUlt,  trantmittiig  lift 

of  eaaualtiw. 

U.  8.  8.  Vandebbilt, 
Hampton  RoadSj  January  77, 1865. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  the  U.  8. 8.  Vanderbilt;  also  a  list  of  7  wounded  men  belonging 
to  other  vessels,  who,  owing  to  emergencies,  were  brought  off  without 
their  accounts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PiCKBBINO, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th§  Navy,  Washington,  7).  C. 

[EnclMore.] 
List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  U.  S,  S,  Vanderbilt, 


NaniH. 


ThrmaM  H.  CoiigroTe 
.laxntfH  (rreeii 
JaroeH  Bailey 
Jamftn  Riohiotlsoii 
William  Priebe 
M.  O.  Allen 
David  P.  Chappels 

JohnBtbridge 

James  CnromingA. . 
Tbomaa  Kehoe  — 

8.  Steele 

James  MoDonahl . . 

Robert  Hant 

William  A.  Terry  , 
Peter  Cbristiansen 

]t.Cr(HiiD 

Miles  P.  Lonqaest. 

C.  Austin 

M.Fanrell 

J.  Stanfleld 

K.  Davis 

James  Sherry 


Ship's  corporal . 
Boatswain's  mate. 

do. 
Landsman. 
Ordinary  seaman . 
Landsmsn . 
Seaman. 

do. 

Captain  foretop 

Ordinary  sesman 

Private,  marine 

Musician,  marine 

Private,  marine 

Corporal,  marine 

Seaman 

Landsman,  U.  S.  8.  Wabash 

Seaman,  U.S.  8.  Wabash 

Landsman.  U.  8.  8.  Wabash 

do 

8eaman,  U.S.  S.  Wabash 

Landsman,  U.  8.  8.  Iosco 

Private,  marine,  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Onba 


Remarks. 


Killed. 

Do. 
Wounded 
Wounded 
Woonded 

Do. 

Do. 
Wounded 

Do. 
Wounded 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wounded 

Do. 
Wounded 
Wounded 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wounded 

Do. 


slightly, 
severely, 
slightly. 

seventy. 
sligbUy. 

severely. 

slightlv. 
severely. 

dangerously. 
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Abftraot  log  of  the  TT.  8.  8.  Yaaderbilt,  Captain  Fidkeiliig,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

January  13^  1865. — At  4:15  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  position  ' 
astern  of  the  Ticonderoga.  At  6 :  30  signal  from  the  flagship  to  prepare 
for  action.  At  7: 15  the  first  division  commenced  action,  shelling  the 
woods  preparatory  to  landing  troops.  At  7 :  40  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
signaled  to  prepare  to  land  troops.  At  9:30  sent  first  and  second 
launches  and  first  cutter  to  land  troops  from  the  transiwrts.  At  11 :  30 
anchored  in  line.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Launches  and  first  cutter 
returned  from  landing  troops  and  were  hoisted  up.  The  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher  continues  from  the  Ironsides,  monitors,  and  some  of  the  gunboats. 
At  4:20  p.m.  troops  began  marching  up  the  beach.  At  5:20  the 
admiral  made  signal.  We  beat  the  retreat  and  stood  to  S.  E.  At  6 :  10 
came  to  with  starboard  anchor. 

January  14. — ^Firing  ceased  about  12:30  a.  m.    At  3:45  heard  the  . 
report  of  several  heavy  guns  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.    From  4  . 
to  ()  p.  m.  firiiig  from  the  Ironsides  and  monitors,  Brooklyn,  and  some 
of  the  gunboats.    From  6  to  8  p.  m.  an  occasional  shell  fired  at  the 
forts  during  the  watch. 

January  15. — At  12:45  a.  m.  a  tug  came  with  orders  from  the  admiral 
to  get  underway.  At  4 :  45  hove  up  and  took  our  station  astern  of  the 
Ticonderoga.  At  8:30  admiral  made  signals,  and  at  11  boats  lefb  the 
ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  Danels  in 
obedience.  At  12:55  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  the  fort  and  Mound. 
Admiral  made  signals.  We  delivered  shell  to  the  Colorado^  Susque- 
hanna, and  Mackinaw.  About  5  p.  m.  a  boat  of  the  So/ntiago  de  Cuba  "' 
came  alongside  with  3  wounded  men.  They  were  received  on  board 
and  their  wounds  dressed.  Two  returned  to  their  own  ship  during  the 
evening;  the  third  man,  James  Sherry,  remained  on  board.  At:6  p.m. 
the  first  cutter  came  from  shore  with  8  wounded.  At  10:10  heard  ; 
cheering  from  shore  and  flagship  threw  up  rockets  and  burned  Goston 
signals.  It  was  generally  understood  that  the  forts  were  taken.  The 
entire  fleet  cheered  ship,  threw  up  rockets,  and  burned  Coston  sig- 
nals. We  used  rockets  and  Goston  signals  to  celebrate  the  victory. 
Gaptain  went  aboard  the  flagship. 

January  16.— At  12: 10  a.  m.  sent  the  first  cutter  ashore  under  the 
charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Pope  to  collect  the  officers  and  men.  At 
4:50  first  cutter  returned  with  officers  and  men  of  assaulting  party. 
At  5 :  30  first  launch  and  at  6  second  launch  returned  with  others.  Act- 
ing Master's  Mates  Ed.  Kearns  and  F.  B.  Atkinson  remained  on  shore; 
reason  unknown.  Took  up  the  boats.  At  6:30  called  all  hands  up 
anchor.  Flagship  made  signals,  "  Proceed  without  delay  "  and  *<  Wait 
for  nothing."  At  8  Federal  Point  bore  W.  S.  W.  6  miles  distant  At 
7 :  45  a  great  explosion  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher. 

January  i7.— At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Boads.  • 


Iteporc  of  Captain  Pickering,  V.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  8. 8.  YanderUlt,  of  arriyal  at  Haoo^ 
ton  Boadi,  in  oomplianee  with  ordan. 

U.  8.  8.  Vandbbbilt, 
Hampton  Boa^Sy  January  17 j  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.S.  ^.Vanderbiltj  ' 
pursuant  to  the  enclosed  order  from  Kear-Admiral  Porter. 

1  have  on  board  13  men  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Port  Fisher,  7  of 
whom  are  from  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.    They  were  brought  ott* 
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from  the  shore  after  dark  in  the  VanderbiWs  boats,  and  are  withoat 
their  aircoants. 

r  am.  very  respectfally.  your  obedient  servant, 

C,  W.  PiCKBEINO, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WoHhingtan,  IK  0. 

[Bnclofliiro.j 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher j  January  i5, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  withoat  delay  to  Hampton  Boads,  tbking  with 
you  the  bearer  of  dispatches.    On  your  arrival  you  will  report  to  the 
Department,  as  I  think  you  will  be  ordered  thence  to  New  York  to 
have  your  vessel  coppered. 

Best)ectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear'Admiral. 
Captain  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  V,  S.  S.  VanderMlt. 


Oidir  of  tho  BMTitevy  of  tho  Navy  to  OaptAin  Fiolmiiif  ,  U.  8.  VaTT»  roqnizing  an  •oq^lanatlon 
Ngaidlng  dolay  in  dopartnro  fhni  Fort  Fluer. 

Navy  Department,  January  30^  iden. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  firom  Bear- Admiral 
Porter,  dated  on  the  2lRt  instant,  relative  to  your  delay  in  proceeding 
with  dispatches  from  Fort  Fisher  to  Hampton  Koads,  regarding  which 
an  explanation  is  required  by  the  Department. 

Very  respectfiiDy,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
Captain  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  IL  S,  S,  YanderMt,  Netr  York, 

I  KnrlnHiin^] 

North  Atlantic^  Squadron, 
U,  8,  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  Ji'l,  1865. 

Sir:  Ten  minutes  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  I  sent  for  Captain 
Pickering,  of  the  Vanderlnlt,  and  told  him  to  proceed  at  once  with  dis- 
patches (which  were  prepare<l  for  him  in  an  hour)  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
I  impressed  ui)on  him  the  importance  of  being  the  first  to  carry  the 
news.  Judge  of  my  surprise  when  I  enquired  at  daylight  whether  the 
VanderMlt  could  be  seen  and  was  informed  that  she  was  lying  quietly 
at  anchor,  when  I  signaled  to  her  to  proceed  without  delay.  The  Atlan- 
tic left  about  three  hours  after  her  and  beat  her  in,  which  1  think  was 
the  fault  of  the  commander  of  the  VanderhilU  and  nothing  else. 

I  will  leave  it  to  Captain  Pickering  to  state  to  the  Department  why 
he  did  not  leave  at  the  time  I  ordered  him  and  why  he  made  so  ])oor  a 
passage. 

I  should  have  sent  the  Santiago  de  ihilni^  bnt  knew  that  the  Vander- 
hilt  was  the  fastest  ship. 
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Yon  should  have  received  my  dispatches  ten  hours  ahead  of  any- 
thing else. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Davtd  D.  roRTBR, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Nary^  WaJthington^  J).  C, 


Rear-AdmiraU 


SxplaaAtory  letter  from  Captain  Piekifiiif ,  TT.  8.  Vavy,  eommaiMlIng  U.  8.  8.  YanderUlt,  to 

the  Beeretary  of  tha  Navy. 

U.  S.  S,  Vanderbilt, 
Nary  Tard^  New  TarJcj  Ja/nuary  31^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  «30th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Bear- 
Admiral  Porter  relative  to  my  delay  in  proceeding  with  dispatches 
from  Fort  Fisher  to  Hampton  Boads,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  as 
follows: 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  aft^r  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fisher, 
Bear-Admiral  Porter  sent  for  me  on  board  the  flagship. 

Anticipating  an  order  to  proceed  north  with  dispatches,  and  having 
three  boats,  with  nearly  half  the  crew  and  five  officers  on  shore  as  part 
of  the  assaulting  party,  I  left  directions  with  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
before  leaving  the  ship,  that  in  case  two  rockets  were  thrown  up  from 
the  admiral's  ship  to  send  a  boat  at  once  to  the  shore  with  orders  for 
the  boats  and  crew  of  the  YanderhiU  to  return  to  the  ship.  On  reach- 
ing the  flagship  I  informed  Bear- Admiral  Porter  that  I  had  left  direc- 
tions to  send  for  men  and  boats  in  case  two  rockets  were  sent  up  from 
the  flagship  and  he,  liear- Admiral  P6rter,  gave  the  order  to  set  off  the 
rockets.  This  I  interpreted  as  an  order  to  wait  for  my  boats  and  men. 
Immediately  upon  receiving  the  dispatches  firom  the  admiral  I  left  the 
flagship  aud,  reaching  the  Vanderbilt  at  3  a.  m.,  found  none  of  my  boats 
had  returned.  I  immediately  made  preparations  for  hoisting  and  secur- 
ing launches  and  getting  underway  so  soon  as  they  should  return,  and 
walked  the  deck,  impatiently  waiting.  Between  the  hours  of  4  and  5  in 
the  morning  I  manned  the  gig  for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  the  admiral 
for  permission  to  proceed  without  my  boats,  but  at  this  time  one  of  the 
cutters  was  hailed  on  her  return  from  the  shore  and,  supposing  the 
launches  were  not  far  behind,  the  gig  was  hoisted  again.  It  was  not 
until  6  a.  in.  that  the  boats  all  reached  the  ship,  when  they  were  hoisted 
and  secured  and  the  ship  got  underway.  It  was  while  catting  the 
anchor  that  signal  was  made  by  the  admiral  enquiring  the  cause  of 
detention  and  not,  as  he  supposes,  while  quietly  lying  at  anchor.  As 
regards  the  assertion  that  the  Atlantic  left  Fort  Fisher  three  hours 
after  the  Vanderbilt^  I  think  the  admiral  is  laboring  under  a  mistake. 
I  was  informed  at  Hampton  Boads  that  she  left  five  hours  before,  and 
arrived  only  one  and  one-half  hours  ahead  of  the  Vanderbilt.  As  to  the 
speed  of  the  ship  during  the  passage,  she  made  all  that  could  be  made 
without  applying  the  jets,  and  in  the  present  state  of  her  bottom, 
averaging  12^  knots  per  hour;  and  if  this  be  compared  with  her  speed 
in  the  heat  of  a  chase,  when  the  sea  was  glassy  smooth,  jets  applied, 
and  everyone  on  board  interested  in  the  prospect  of  a  capture,  the 
average  speed  then  being  but  13  knots,  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  no  neglect  during  the  passage.    In  connection  with  this  sub- 
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aoh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tli«  aMaulting  party  from  tho  U.  8. 8. 
Kaokinaw. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Ca2)e  Fear  Kivej',  January  — ,  1865, 
)Dor  to  report  that  on  tbe  15th  instant  I  landed  in 
ousisting  of  36  sailors,  G  marines,  and  2  officers, 
ph  Eates  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  K. 
ting  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  1  took  my 
of  the  second  division.  This  brought  me  to  the 
when  we  advanced  to  storm  tlie  re^l  stronghold, 
\  advancing  a  general  order  of  the  admirars  was 
which  embraced  everything  necessary  for  a  snc- 
[  firmly  believe  had  it  been  carried  out  we  could 
rks  successfully. 

600  or  700  yards  we  were  brought  under  a  severe 
nusketry  and  canister,  but  succeeding  in  finding 
lisades  surrounding  tbe  fort  on  the  outside,  I  got 
,  and  after  lying  for  some  time,  during  which  time 
^s  exclaim  that  they  only  wanted  a  leader,  and 
around  me,  I  sprang  to  my  feet,  drew  hiy  sword, 
rally  and  encourage  theui  to  charge  the  works, 
and.  appeal  in  vain,  I  was  obliged  to  resume  my 
rest.  About  this  time  I  was  stmck  with  a  spent 
lining  to  see  if  I  was  wounded  I  had  the  mcrtifi- 
rines  and  the  rear  of  the  column  of  blue  jackets 
n  the  order  of  retreat  rang  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
were  in  a  disorderly  retreat.  It  was  then  we  lost 
marched  down  along  the  beach  with  a  great  part 
led  that  Acting  Masters  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene 
kI.  After  embarking  him  in  the  second  cutter  I 
'  the  second  cutter  and  launch  outside  the  surf  and 
)nd  cutter  to  tbis  ship.  I  then  returned  with  what 
up  the  beacb,  where  I  was  informed  Lieutenant 
oring  to  rally  the  men  together.  I  got  well  up  to 
finding  that  everyone  was  in  search  of  their  own 
[  shoved  off  from  the  beach  about  9  p.  m.  I  reached 
nelson  10  p.  ni.,  where  myself  and  men  were  kindly 
,  and  after  becoming  sufficiently  rested  I  set  off  for 
I  at  11  p.  m.  I  had  1  man  killed,  William  F.  Park, 
laugh  was  killed  next  morning  by  the  explosion  in 

[y  commend  to  your  notice  for  good  conduct  James 
brecastle;  William  Fullerton,  captain  after  guard, 
le  loss  of  the  following  arms:  8  swords  with  belts 
:s,  8  frogs,  4  pistols  and  frogs.    Two  of  the  sword 

two  revolvers  were  lost  on  the  men  killed;  the 
the  second  cutter.  While  getting  her  off  through 
dside  on  to  the  surf,  filled,  and  capsized.  The  men 
getting  in  the  boats,  and  laid  their  arms  in  the 

the  loss  was  unavoidable. 

respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  J.  Louch, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer, 

Bbaumont,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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ject  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  adclresBed  by  me  to 
the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  marked  ^^1,"  and  his  reply*  to  the  same, 
marked  "2." 

It  has  ever  been  my  pride  to  be  prompt  and  active  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  and  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  forty-three  years 
exi)erience  in  the  servi(*e  that  I  have  been  thus  censured,  and  I  am  only 
sorry  that  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  Navy  has  had  the  trouble  to 
require  from  me  now  this  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  PiCKEBINO, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Baport  of  Oommaadfr  BMwaiont,  TT.  8.  Na^y,  oommaiiding  U.  8. 8.  Kaokliiaw. 

U.  S.  8.  Mackinaw, 
Cape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolina,  January  27, 1865. 

Bib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  of  the  fleet  under  your  command 
against  P'ort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina^  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant: 

On  Friday,  the  I3th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal,  three  boats  were 
sent  from  tliis  vessel  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  2:45  p.  m.,  the 
boats  having  returned,  took  position  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  one 
assigned  me  in  the  order  of  attack  and  opened  fire  from  six  IX-inch 
guns  upon  the  eastern  angle  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  satisfactory  effect. 
At  0:30  p.m.,  in  obedience  to  signiJ,  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  for 
the  night.  On  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  with  the  vessels  of  the 
second  line,  remained  at  anchor  all  day.  On  Sunday,  the  15th  instant, 
at  10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  landed  an  assaulting  party  of  36  men 
and  0  marines,  in  the  charge  of  Acting  Master  Abraham  J.  Louch, 
Acting  Ensign  Joseph  Kstes,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene. 
At  12: 20  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  took  the  position  assigned  me  in 
the  line  of  battle  and  commenced  firing  on  the  eastern  angle  of  Fort 
Fisher,  with  good  effect.  A 1 3 :  15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased 
firing.  At  8  p.  m.  our  boats  returned  from  shore.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck  during  the  bombardment.  The  following  are  the  casualties  in 
the  storming  party: 

Acting  Master  Abraham  J.  Louch,  slightly  wounded  on  the  hip. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene,  severely  wounded  m  the 
arm. 

The  following-named  men  are  missing:  William  F.  Parks  and  Michael 
Oavanaugh  (hindsman). 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  the  oflicers  and 
men  under  my  command  performed  their  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

CHfnmamler. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squoulron. 

"  -  -—  ^ 

*  Omitted  as  not  uecessary  to  piibliBh. 
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BaiMrt  of  Aeting  Matter  Lonoh,  TT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  anaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  8. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Cape  Fear  Rivei^^  January  — ,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  I5th  instant  I  landed  in 
cliarge  of  a  party  consisting  of  36  sailors,  6  marines,  and  2  officers, 
Acting  Ensign  Joseph  Estes  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  K. 
Greene.  After  reporting  to  Lientenant-Commander  Parker  I  took  my 
position  on  the  left  of  the  second  division.  This  brought  me  to  the 
head  of  the  column  when  we  advanced  to  storm  the  re^l  stronghold, 
Fort  Fisher.  Before  advancing  a  general  order  of  the  admirars  was 
read  to  the  officers,  which  embraced  everything  necessary  for  a  snc- 
cessfol  attack,  and  I  firmly  believe  had  it  been  carried  out  we  could 
have  stormed  the  works  successfully. 

For  a  distance  of  60U  or  700  yards  we  were  brought  under  a  severe 
and  galling  fire  of  musketry  and  canister,  but  succeeding  in  finding 
shelter  under  the  palisades  surrounding  the  fort  on  the  outside,  I  got 
to  the  extreme  front,  and  after  lying  for  sonie  time,  during  which  time 
I  heard  several  voices  exclaim  that  they  only  wanted  a  leader,  and 
seeing  many  officers  around  me,  I  sprang  to  my  feet,  drew  my  sword, 
and  endeavored  to  rally  and  encourage  them  to  charge  the  works. 
Finding  every  effort  and  appeal  in  vain,  I  was  obliged  to  resume  my 
position  among  the  rest.  Abcmt  this  time  I  was  struck  with  a  spent 
shot,  and  while  examining  to  see  if  I  was  wounded  I  had  the  mortifi- 
cation to  see  the  marines  and  the  rear  of  the  column  of  blue  jackets 
break  and  run.  Soon  the  order  of  retreat  rang  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  the  whole  party  were  in  a  disorderly  retreat.  It  was  then  we  lost 
most  of  our  men.  I  marched  down  along  the  beach  with  a  great  part 
of  my  men  and  learned  that  Acting  Master^s  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene 
was  severely  wounded.  After  embarking  him  in  the  second  cutter  I 
directed  him  to  moor  the  second  cutter  and  launch  outside  the  surf  and 
proceed  with  the  second  cutter  to  this  ship.  I  then  returned  with  what 
men  I  could  muster  up  the  beach,  where  I  was  informed  Lieutenant 
Gushing  was  endeavoring  to  rally  the  men  together.  I  got  well  up  to 
the  front  again,  but  finding  that  everyone  was  in  search  of  their  own 
boats,  I  returnea  and  shoved  oft'  from  the  beach  about  9  p.  m.  I  reached 
the  U.  S.  8.  Fort  Donelaon  10  p.  m.,  where  myself  and  men  were  kindly 
refreshed  with  coffee,  and  after  becoming  sufficiently  rested  I  set  olf  for 
this  ship  and  arrived  at  11  p.  m.  I  had  1  man  killed,  William  F.  Park, 
landsman.  M.  Gavanaugh  was  killed  next  morning  by  the  explosion  in 
the  fort. 

I  would  respectfully  commend  to  your  notice  for  good  conduct  James 
Dickenson,  captain  forecastle;  William  Fullerton,  captain  after  guard. 

I  have  to  rex)ort  the  loss  of  the  following  arms:  8  swords  with  belts 
and  frogs,  9  revolvers,  8  frogs,  4  pistols  and  frogs.  Two  of  the  sword 
belts  and  frogs  and  two  revolvers  were  lost  on  the  men  killed;  the 
i)alance  were  lost  in  the  second  cutter.  While  getting  her  oft*  through 
t  he  surf  she  got  broadside  on  to  the  surf,  filled,  and  capsized.  The  men 
had  to  strip  before  getting  in  the  boats,  and  laid  their  arms  in  the 
stern  sheets,  so  that  the  loss  was  unavoidable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  J.  Louch, 
Acting  Mazier  and  Executive  Officer. 

Gommander  J.  G.  Bbaumont,  U.  S.  l^avy. 
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Report  of  Commodoro  Godon,  U.  8.  Navy,  wmnnanding  TT.  8.  8.  SmqudiAiiiuL 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Susqubhanna, 

Off  Fort  Fisher^  January  17,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  followinff  report  of  the  part 
this  ship  took  in  the  engagements  of  the  13th  and  15th  instant  with 
Fort  Fisher  and  its  assaalt  and  final  captore: 

On  both  days  named  the  8u9quelianna  came  into  and  maintained  her 
position  as  per  plan. 

On  the  13th  we  let  onr  anchor  go  a  little  before  5  p.  m.,  and,  firing 
deliberately,  did  good  service.  The  fort  evidently  was  silenced  on  onr 
face;  many  of  the  gnns  were  dismounted  and  the  Monnd  part  hardly 
fired  at  all.  I  withdrew  after  dark  by  order,  and  no  gun  was  fired  by 
the  fort  that  1  saw  as  we  retired. 

On  the  15th  we  drew  into  action  at  11  o'clock,  and  fired  slowly  or 
rapidly,  as  occasion  reqnired.  The  fort  responded  feebly  and  ineneo- 
tnally  except  ftom  the  Monnd. 

We  landed  in  our  boats  about  100  sailors  and  marines  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Oommander  Blake.  Lientenant  Bartlett,  Acting 
Ensign  Bhoades,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Oooper  commanded  detach- 
ments of  the  sailors,  and  Lieutenant  Wallace  the  marines. 

We  all  witnessed  the  bold  and  daring  attempt  of  the  tars  to  assault 
in  fh)nt,  and  if  it  failed  and  resulted  disastrously  to  us  in  killed  and 
wounded,  it  at  all  events  most  effectually  aided  the  main  storming  party 
of  the  gallant  army  by  diverting  the  attention  of  the  garrison  and 
enabled  them  to  gain  a  footing  and  finally  to  accomplish  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  daring  deeds  of  this  war,  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  have  already  spoken  in  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship  on  a  former  occasion,  and  I  again  desire  to  renew  my  warm  thanks 
to  the  division  officers.  Lieutenants  Bartlett  and  Brown,  Acting  Master 
Porter,  and  Acting  Ensign  Laycock  for  their  zeal  and  spirit,  and  to  the 
crew  for  their  hearty  efforts  and  good  conduct.  I  would  alno  again  call 
your  special  attention  to  Ensign  Preble,  of  whose  efficiency  too  much 
c^n  not  be  said. 

Chief  Engineer  Johnson,  with  his  entire  department,  are  also  entitled 
U)  my  tliankH.  They  not  only  performed  their  duties  with  proper  spirit, 
but  in  the  absence  of  the  portion  of  my  crew  forming  the  landing  party, 
assisted  at  the  ^nns  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power. 

L  would  also  favorably  mention  James  Callahan,  coast  pilot,  whom  I 
at  all  times  found  most  serviceable. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  at  the  head  of  his  men  on  shore,  proved 
himself  there,  as  he  always  shows  himself  on  board,  brave,  zealons,  and 
nsefnl. 

Lientenant  Wallace  was  wounded  severely  in  the  charge  on  the  fort. 
I  particularly  regret  the  injury  to  this  officer,  as  he  can  not  well  be 
replaced  by  his  corps  in  the  affections  of  this  ship. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake's  report,  and  notice  of  Lieu- 
tenant Bartlett  and  Acting  Ensign  Rhoades,  who,  alter  the  repulse  of 
our  men,  entered  the  fort  with  the  army. 

1  would  recommend  for  favorable  mention  to  the  Department  Ordi- 
nary Seaman  James  Shannon,  and  Henry  S.  Webster,  landsman,  who, 
by  their  {rood  condnct  and  bravery  at  the  assault,  are  deserving  of 
medalH. 

I  conjjrJituIate  you,  sir,  on  this  our  new  victory,  and  if  it  was  delayed 
from  tiie  25th  of  December  to  the  15th  of  January,  the  country,  1  feel 
sure,  will  not  attribute  it  to  any  failure  of  the  Navy,  for  we  have  demon- 
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strated  the  truth  of  the  remark  in  your  former  report  that  had  the 
attempt  been  made  the  capture  of  the  fort  would  have  been  easier  thau 
the  then  commanding  general  believed. 

I  enclose  herewith  carpenter's  report  and  gunner's  statement  of 
ammunition  expended.  The  bursting  of  the  150- pounder  rifle  I  greatly 
regret,  as  its  eft'ectiveness  had  been  shown  repeatedly  during  the  engage- 
ment.   The  damage  sustained  by  this  ship  is  trifling. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  3  men  killed  and  15  wounded,  a  list  of 
which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   W.  GODON, 

Oammodorej  Camdg.  Fourth  IHv.y  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Beport  of  Ueutonant-Commander  Blaka,  TT.  8.  Vavy,  oommaiidiiig  aMaulting  party  from  the 

U.  8.  8.  Buqiiahaiina. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna,  January  18, 1865. 

Commodore  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  share  taken 
by  the  oflBcers  and  men  of  this  ship  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher  on 
the  15tb  instant: 

The  force  consisted  of  about  75  sailors  and  marines.  The  of&eers 
who  accompanied  me  were  Lieutenant  J.  B  Bartlett,  Acting  Ensign 
William  [ W.]  Bhoades,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  M.  [S.I  Cooper,  with 
First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  Wallace  in  command  of  his  guard. 
On  reaching  the  beach  I  reported  to  Fleet  Captain  K.  B.  Breese,  and  In 
obedience  to  his  orders  sent  Mr.  Wallace  and  his  men  to  join  the  marine 
battalion,  and  Mr.  Bhoades,  with  10  men,  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Pres- 
ton, who  was  engaged  at  the  front  digging  rifle  pits.  With  the  remain- 
der of  my  men  and  officers  I  was  assigned  to  the  first  battalion  of 
sailors,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushmau.  At 
2  p.  m.  we  were  moved  round  to  the  front  and  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  beach,  the  first  battalion  on  the  right,  the  marine  battalion  on 
the  left  of  the  line.  The  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  take  advan- 
tage of  the  cover  of  the  beach.  At  this  time  the  fire  of  the  fleet  was 
directly  over  our  heads  and  several  shot  and  shell  from  the  more  dis- 
tant vessels  struck  and  exploded  near  us.  At  3  p.  m.  we  moved  to  the 
assault,  advancing  by  the  flank  on  the  double-quick.  As  soon  as  we 
commenced  to  move,  the  garrison  of  the  fort  opened  with  musketry; 
feebly  at  first,  but  more  vigorously  as  we  advanced  until  the  fire  became 
severe.  Having  reached  the  palisades  in  front  of  the  fort,  we  filed  to 
the  right  and  continued  to  advance  until  the  first  angle  of  the  palisade 
was  reached,  when  we  halted.  Thlei order > was  now  given  to  bring  the 
marines  to  the  front  for  the  purposeof  ditoringthe  parapet,  now  swarm- 
ing with  men,  and  from  which  a  heavy  fire  of  <  musketry  was  kept  uy), 
which  we—the  sailors— had  no  means  of  returning,  being  armed  with 
revolvers  and  cutlasses  onljr.  Before  the  marines  could  be  brought  up 
they  broke  and,  with  the  rest  of  the  column,  beginning  at  the  rear, 
commenced  to  retreat.  Presuming  at  first  that  the  retreat  had  been 
ordered,  I  followed  my  men  down  the  beach.  Afterwards,  finding  my 
mistake,  I  attempted  to  rally  and  bring  to  the  front  at  least  a  part  of 
the  forces  Failing  in  this,  finding  myself  the  senior  officer  present,  and 
learning  from  .one.  of.  General  Terry's  aids  that  the  sailors  and  marines. 
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coald  be  useful  iu  the  iiitreuchmeuts  to  relieve  the  troops  there,  I  gave 
the  order  to  all  the  otlieers  I  could  tind  to  take  their  commauds  to  (jreiieral 
Terry's  headquarters  and  report  for  duty.  I  theu  returned  to  the  front 
to  search  for  some  ot  my  seniors.  1  discovered  that  they  had  remained 
behind  under  the  cover  of  the  palisades,  and  maintained  their  position 
until  nii^htfall.  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  belonging  to  my  command,  also 
remained  there,  and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  his  i)ersonal  gallantry. 
Upon  returning  to  headquarters  I  was  ordered  to  post  our  men  at  the 
breastworks  for  the  night,  which  I  did.  Two  of  our  men  were  killed 
in  the  assault — ^Thomas  Scott,  seaman,  and  Theo.  Minkoff,  private, 
marine.  Private  Marine  Brenujin  has  since  died  of  his  wounds.  We  had 
14  wounded,  among  them,  I  regret  to  state,  Lieutenant  Walla(*e,  whose 
gallantry  was  conspicuous,  es])ecially  in  his  efforts  to  rally  his  men. 
Mr.  Bhoades  rendered  most  valuable  service  iu  the  rifle  pits,  which  were 
dug  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  occasionally  a 
discharge  of  grape,  and  when  the  enemy  made  the  assault,  accom- 
panied by  one  brave  fellow,  James  Shannon,  he  followed  into  the  fort. 
Shannon  carried  a  flag,  and  placed  it  on  the  parapet.  Mr.  Oooper  ])er- 
sisted  in  his  desire  to  accompany  the  expedition  in  spite  of  severe 
indisposition,  and,  as  usual,  made  himself  most  valuable  to  me.  I  beg 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of  Henry  S.  Webster,  lands- 
man, who  remained  with  Lieutenant  Wallace,  under  fire,  until  aid  could 
be  obtained  to  bring  him  to  the  rear.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express 
my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  all  under  my  command. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  N.  JSmquehanna. 


V.  B.  Blakb, 
Lieutenant-  Commander, 


Letter  of  lieatenant  Bartlett,  U.  8.  If  avy,  to  his  iliten. 

U.  S.  8.  Susc^rEIlANNA, 
At  Seay  January  18y  1865. 
I  will  write  this  letter  to  both  of  you  together,  as  you  will  expect  a 
very  long  one,  giving  a  full  account  (»f  our  doings  at  Wilmington. 

Hurrah  for  our  admiral !  He  said  Fort  Fisher  could  be  tiiken  and  he 
was  right.  This  is  the  first  time  since  the  day  of  tho  light  that  1  have 
had  a  chance  to  write.  Is  not  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher  glorious  newsT 
It  is  a  great  loss  to  tlie  rebels.  The  papers  will  be  full  of  detailed 
accounts  of  the  fight.  These  you  will  most  likely  rea<l  before  you  get 
this  letter,  so  1  think  my  letter  will  be  more  interesting  to  you  if  I  just 
write  the  part  I  took  in  the  all'air. 

•  ••••*« 

You  will  read  iu  the  papers  how  the  troops  were  landed  and  lire 
opened  the  first  day.  The  rebels  were  not  able  to  lire  a  single  shot 
at  us. 

We  l>egan  the  tire  at  about  half  past  4  in  the  at'ternooii,  and  con- 
tinued till  dark.  At  sunset  it  was  a  most  beautiful  sight.  The  sun  set 
directly  behind  the  fort.  I  think  L  never  saw  a  more  beautiful  one.  The 
smoke  of  bursting  shell  against  the  bright  red  sky  and  half  the  fort  in 
full  blaze  made  the  most  msigniHt'cnt  ])icture  ever  seen. 

On  the  second  dny  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  so  that  nothing  could  be 
done  with  the  fleet,  still  the  1ron9idf%  monitors,  and  several  •!'  the 
small  gunboats  kept  up  a  heavy  lire  all  day. 
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Ou  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Sunday,  we  were  underway  at  5  o'clock- 
It  promised  to  be  a  beautiftil  day.  At  daylight  the  fleet  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  began  to  move  toward  the  fort.  We  did  not  move 
into  action,  however,  till  after  10. 

At  about  10  the  admiral  made  signal  to  *^Arm  and  away  all  boats," 
and  to  assemble  on  the  beach.  lu  a  few  moments  the  whole  place  was 
alive  with  hundreds  of  boats  pulling  for  the  shore.  We  lauded  and  were 
formed  into  line.  We  had  li  boats  from  our  ship  containing  50  blue- 
jackets and  18  marines.  Lieutenant-Coujmander  Blake  had  charge  of 
one  boat  and  myself  the  other.  When  we  were  landed  on  the  beach 
Jack  was  for  making  a  run  right  for  the  fort,  but  it  was  hardly  time  yet. 
I  should  think  there  must  have  been  over  2,000  ashore  from  the  fleet. 
Each  boat  had  5  men  armed  with  spades;  these  were  immediately 
sent  to  the  front  to  throw  up  rifle  pits  for  our  marines.  As  soon  as  the 
sailors  were  formed  we  marched  up  to  within  abont  a  mile  and  [aj  half 
of  the  fort,  and  drew  up  in  three  lines  to  wait  for  the  army.  They  were 
to  be  ready  at  2  o^clock,  when  we  were  to  make  the  assault  together. 

While  here  the  rebels  fired  a  few  shell,  wounding  several  marines  who 
were  not  in  the  rifle  pits,  but  drawn  np  in  front  of  the  stulors.  We  all 
lay  down  in  the  sand  so  as  to  make  as  small  a  mark  as  poe^sible,  and 
waited  patiently  for  the  time  to  come  for  the  assault  While  we  were 
here  the  fleet  was  hard  at  work,  keeping  up  a  terrific  bombardment  on 
the  fort.  We  had  a  grand  chance  to  see  it.  It  was  a  most  magnificent 
sight.    We  lay  at  this  place  until  2  o'clock. 

We  were  getting  very  hungry,  as  we  had  taken  our  breakfast  at  day- 
light. I  was  anxious  to  get  into  the  fort  to  try  some  rebel  provisions. 
At  2  o'clock  we  learned  that  the  army  would  not  be  ready  to  move 
until  3.  About  this  time  we  filed  down  on  the  beach  and  marclnd  toward 
the  fort  on  the  double  quick;  when  within  half  a  mile  we  lay  down  on 
the  beach,  the  rise  from  the  water  protecting  us  from  musketry. 
We  also  threw  up  sand  in  front  of  us  with  our  hands.  I  had  connuand 
of  the  second  company  of  the  first  division.  Tliis  division  was  to  lead 
the  assault,  so  I  was  near  the  head.  The  division  was  divided  into  three 
companies.  While  here  the  fleet  were  firing  directly  over  our  heads, 
which  was  far  from  pleasant,  as  some  of  them  fell  short  and  right 
among  us,  wounding  several. 

All  the  time  we  lay  here  the  rebels  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
but  fired  much  too  high. 

At  3  o'clock  we  made  the  charge  for  the  fort  on  the  double-quick. 
We  were  to  charge  the  fort  on  its  front  or  sea  face,  while  the  soldiers 
charged  the  eastern  or  land  face.  From  the  front  of  the  fort  there  is  a 
line  of  palisades  running  down  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  water. 
When  we  started  on  the  charge  the  fleet  ceased  its  fire,  but  the  rebels 
opened  on  us  a  most  murderous  fire  of  musketry,  with  now  and  then  a 
round  of  grape  and  canister. 

There  was  a  halt  at  the  foot  of  the  ])alisades  till  the  sailors  in  the 
rear  should  come  up.  I  stopped  close  to  the  end  of  them.  Oh,  such  a 
fire  as  [we]  were  under.  Sailors  and  officers  were  dropping  all  around 
me.  Lieutenant  Porter,  a  classmate  of  mine,  was  »hot  dead  close  by 
me,  and  Lieutenant  Preston  a  few  yards  ahead.  Both  of  these  oflicers 
had  just  been  released  from  ( 'olumbia  jail,  ISouth  Carolina.  The  sailors 
were  coming  up  rapidly,  so  1  jumped  up  and  ran  toward  the  lort  with 
several  other  oflicers,  shouting  to  the  men  to  follow.  A  few  followed, 
but  many  fell.  We  reached  the  next  angle  of  the  stockade.  Here  I 
got  a  rifle  from  a  marine  and  settle<l  a  few  rebels.  They  were  standing 
right  up  on  the  top  of  the  fort  liring  right  down  on  us.    The  sailors 
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were  ahead  and  the  marines  in  the  rear.  I  was  just  aiming  at  a  rebel 
when  1  heard  a  shout  behind.    I  looked  around. 

The  sailors  were  all  on  the  run  down  the  beacli.  The  marines  broke 
and  ran,  the  sailors  following.  Poor  Jack.  He  eould  not  stand  the 
fire  of  bullets  with  nothing  to  fire  back,  as  they  were  armed  with  cut- 
lasses and  revolvers.  We  tried  to  call  the  marines  up  to  the  front  with 
their  rifles  to  lire  through  the  palisades,  but  they  would  not  come. 

I  shonteil  and  waved  my  sword  lor  the  sailors  to  come  back,  but  no, 
off  they  went  down  the  beach.  About  a  dozen  officers  and  20  men 
remained  at  the  palisades.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  go  into  that 
fort,  and  could  not  run.  I  could  have  cried  when  the  bluejackets 
retreated,  but  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  look  out  for  myself,  l  began 
to  dig 'a  hole  with  my  hands.  You  would  have  laughed  to  have  seen 
me.  It  did  not  take  me  long  to  get  a  pile  of  sand  in  iront  of  me  high 
enough  to  screen  me  from  fire.  This  was  at  about  half  past  3.  I  kept 
on  digging  until  I  had  a  hole  that  I  could  stand  ui)  in.  The  sand  was 
very  soft  and  dry,  so  that  it  was  easily  thrown  up.  Eveiy  time  I  threw 
up  a  handftiU  of  sand  on  the  edge  of  my  pit,  a  dozen  bullets  would  skip 
over  my  head.  It  was  rather  unpleasant,  as  it  knocked  the  sand  all 
down  on  me. 

The  rebels  had  about  one-third  of  their  force  at  this  angle,  and  the 
rest  where  the  soldiers  were  expected  to  charge,  but  when  they  saw  us 
coming  up  the  beach  they  thought  it  must  be  the  main  attack,  and 
called  ^<all  hands"  over  to  our  angle;  this  gave  the  soldiers  a  chance  to 
gain  a  footing  at  the  other  angle.  But  when  the  sailors  retreated,  most 
of  them  went  back  to  meet  the  sokliers. 

Our  soldiers  fought  like  tigers,  and  the  rebels  were  not  far  behind 
them.  I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  fort.  The  soldiers  gained  the 
first  mound  or  traverse,  and  then  fought  hand  to  hand  with  the  rebels 
for  each  mound. 

After  the  fight,  between  each  mound,  the  killed  were  piled  up  a  dozen 
deep.    It  was  a  terrible  sight  the  next  day.    Too  horrible  to  describe. 

We  remained  under  the  palisades  until  we  could  escape  under  cover 
of  darkness.  At  a  little  after  6  we  began  to  run  the  gantlet,  a  few 
at  a  time,  the  rebels  keeping  up  a  good  shower  of  balls.  8oou  after  the 
sailors  retreated  the  fleet  opened  Are  again  on  the  forts.  We  were 
now  in  a  rather  tight  place,  as  some  of  the  shell  burst  close  to  us,  and 
we  began  to  think  of  a  surrender,  but  intended  to  hold  out  till  a  shell 
did  land  directly  among  us.  They  landed  everywhere  but  just  where 
we  lay. 

I  will  send  you  a  piece  of  the  palisades,  knocked  down  by  a  bullet 
above  my  head,  also  a  piece  of  the  rebel  flag  stafl*.  It  was  a  very  long 
afternoon  to  spend  in  such  a  place.    I  wished  myself  most  everywhere 


When  the  sailors  started  to  run  they  were  shot  down  like  sheep;  over 
fifty  lay  dead  at  the  foot  of  the  palisades.  Now  and  then  a  wounded 
man- would  raise  his  head;  a  dozen  bullets  would  fly  toward  him  in  an 
instant.  It  was  low  tide  when  we  made  the  charge  and  a  few  fell  close 
to  the  water.  Before  dark  the  tide  rose  and  the  waves  washed  up  on 
the  poor  fellows,  some  only  wounded.  It  was  hard  to  look  on  and  not 
be  ablft  to  ^ve  them  any  help.  I  wished  to  see  if  my  friend  Porter  was 
still  alive,  so  I  waited  till  near  the  last.  He  was  lying  on  the  beach 
about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  palisades.  I  ran  to  him  and  dro])ped 
beside  him.  I  found  him  dead,  a  shot  having  passed  through  his  body. 
I  took  his  sword,  belt,  and  glove,  and  then,  oh !  how  I  did  run  for  a  little 
way.    The  rebels  fired  about.tweuty  shots  at  me*    I  had  only  got  a  few 
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handrecl  yards  when  I  met  a  poor  fellow,  a  master's  mate  from  tbe  Tus- 
carora.  He  was  wounded  in  the  back  and  leg.  I  helped  him  down  the 
beach  about  2  miles,  when  I  came  to  a  camp  fire  where  our  surgeons 
were  attending  the  woanded.  While  I  lay  in  my  hole  under  the  fort  1 
could  hear  our  soldiers  fighting,  their  cheering  when  they  gained  another 
mound,  and  the  rebels  with  their  battle  yell. 

The  rebels  fired  grape  several  times  at  the  party  under  the  paiisa<les. 
1  don't  like  them  at  all.  The  soldiers  took  over  two  thousand  prison- 
ers. There  were  2.300  rebels  in  the  fort  and  2,500  of  our  soldiers  in  the 
assault.  About  600  fell  in  the  assault  and  200  more  were  killed  by  an 
explosion  the  next  morning.  The  cause  is  not  known ;  supposed  to  iia  ve 
been  caused  through  carelessness  of  some  of  our  soldiers  with  a  naked 
light  going  into  a  magazine. 

There  were  52  guns  in  the  fort,  all  very  heavy  ones,  besides  a  great 
many  small  fieldpieces.  Of  these  heavy  guns  35  were  dismounted  or 
rendered  unfit  for  service  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet.  The  general  shape  of 
the  fort  is  about  the  same  as  before  our  hammering,  but  there  is  hardly 
a  square  foot  of  the  fort  that  has  not  been  struck  by  our  shell,  each 
making  a  deep  hole.  The  bombproofs  of  the  fort  were  lull  of  wounded 
men  and  the  dead  were  lying  in  every  direction,  some  terribly  torn  by 
shell.  There  was  one  magnificent  gun  in  a  battery  just  below  Fort 
Fisher — 150-pounder  Armstrong.  It  was  presented  to  Jeii".  Davis  by  Sir 
W.  J.  Armstrong.  It  was  kept  bright  and  mounted  on  a  mahogany 
carriage,  beautifully  mounted  with  brass.  General  Beauregard  visited 
this  fort  a  few  days  before  our  attack  and  said  that  it  could  not  be 
taken;  that  it  was  the  strongest  work  in  America.  Immediately  after 
Mr.  Butler  ran  away  on  his  mule  captured  here.  The  ladies  of  Wil- 
mington held  a  grand  i)icnic  in  honor  of  having  driven  the  Yankees 
away.  I  saw  some  of  the  remains — champagne  bottles  lying  about  the 
ground.    Now  is  our  turn  to  have  a  picnic  there. 

After  arriving  at  the  hospital  1  busied  myself  till  near  10  trying  to 
get  boats  to  carry  off  the  wounded.  At  last  one  of  the  boats  from  our 
ship  coming  ashore,  I  filled  it  with  wounded  men  and  came  off  to  the 
ship.  They  were  indeed  surprised  to  see  me,  as  a  few  of  the  men  who 
had  returned  on  board  all  said  they  had  seen  me  fall  at  the  palisades. 
I  fell  over  men  several  times  in  front  of  me,  but  soon  got  up  again. 
The  commodore  would  hardly  believe  it  was  1. 

At  half  past  10  signal  was  made  to  the  fleet  that  the  fort  was  ours. 
The  whole  fleet  gave  three  rousing  cheers,  threw  up  rockets,  burned 
blue  lights,  and  blew  their  whistles.  I  took  charge  of  our  whistle  and 
made  it  express  my  sentiments  in  many  a  loud  blast.  I  have  visited 
the  fort  and  will  tell  you  all  about  it  myself.  I  dated  at  sea;  we  are 
now  on  our  way  north — first  to  Norfolk  and  then  to  New  York.  I  hope 
to  be  with  you  very  soon.  I  am  too  tired  to  write  any  more  to-night. 
Good  night. 

Your  loving  brother,  Johnnie. 


Beport  o*  Jimner  Waugh,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  bunting  of  a  Parrott  rifle  on  the  U.  8.  S. 

Snaqnehanna. 

U.  S.  8.  SUSQUBHANNA, 
Off  Fart  Fisher^  January  J7, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant, 
the  forward  pivot,  Parrott  rifle  150pounder  No.  82,  burst,  carrying 
away  the  upper  portion  of  the  gun  and  right  trunnion,  extending  trom 
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tbe  band,  thence  a  distance  of  5A  feet  toward  the  mazzle.  The  breech 
is  cracked  in  half  and  ouly  held  together  by  the  band.  The  gun  has 
been  fired  250  times,  with  a  charge  of  16  poands  of  powder.  The  gun 
had  been  fired  daring  the  action  88  times,  at  au  elevation  of  4  degrees, 
and  had  become  much  heated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

Edward  J.  Waugh, 

Gunner  J  U.  IS.  Nary. 
Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U,  JS.  iS'.  Susquehanna. 


Btport  of  OniUMr  Wangh,  TT.  S.  Nayy,  raffardinff  the  expenditure  of  ammanition  on  the 

U.  8.  8.  imqn^anna. 

U.  JS.  S.  Susquehanna, 
At  Sea^  f January  J8j  1865. 
SiB :  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  amount  of  ammuui tion 
exi)ended,  arms  ana  equipments  lost,  and  damage  sustained  by  the  guu 
carriages  daring  the  bombardment  aud  assault  ui)on  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
13th  and  15th  tfanaary,  1865: 

643  IX-inoh  10-poimd  cartridges. 
673  IX-inch  shell,  10  second. 

70  IX-inch  sheU,  15  second. 
215 150>ponnder  16-poand  cartridges. 
215  150-poaiider  shell,  percnssion. 

42  12-poander  rifle,  1 -poand  cartridges. 

24  12-poimder  rifle  sheU,  Hotchkiss. 

18  12-poander  rifle  sheU,  Dahlgren. 
1,000  revolver  cartridges. 

17  revolvers,  Whitueys.  i 

The  front  transom  and  right  bracket  of  the  forward  i)ivot  carriage 
are  broken,  as  also  the  arm  of  the  elevating  screw. 

Three  of  the  IX-inch  gun  carriages  have  the  roller  handspike  plates 
sprung,  and  one  of  tljem  entirely  off. 
The  plates  on  the  dumb  tracks  of  six  IXinch  carriages  are  off. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  J.  Waugh, 

Gnnner^  l\  aV,  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Fkancis  B.  Hlake,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

r.  S.  Frigatv  /Susquehanna. 


15  revolvern,  frogs. 

1  revolver  box. 
4  swords,  Ames. 
8  swords,  froffs. 

2  pikes,  l)oaraing. 
21  waist  belts. 

2  sets  of  boat  traverses. 
2  sets  of  landing  skids. 
2  sets  tracks  for  lield  oarrinfres. 


Report  of  Carpenter  Miller,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ixguries  sustained  by  the  U.  8.  S.  Snsque- 


regarding 
nanna. 


U.  S.  Fkigatk  Suscjjehanna, 

At  Sea^  January  19,  ISii:"). 

SiB:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  this 
ship  sustained  during  the  action  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  instant: 

The  starboard  battery  being  engaged,  the  concussion  ripped  oil*  much 
of  the  light  joinerwork  fore  and  aft  on  the  starboard  nfter  guard,  the 
Aramework  started,  and  joinerwork  torn  off;  decks  mn<*li  started  and 
leaking  badly;  both  lauiiches  stove  to  pieces,  being  used  by  the  army 
in  landing  artillery  from  the  army  transports. 

The  ship  wants  general  repairs  throughout.    The  fore  yardarm  on 
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the  Starboard  side  carried  away  by  a  piece  of  the  forward  pivot  gan 
(150- pounder)  bursting. 
No  other  serious  damages  in  carpenter's  department. 
All  of  which  is  submitted. 

I  am,  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  E.  Miller, 

Carpenter, 
Lieutenant'Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


Report  ef  Surgeon  Barclay,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casnaltiee  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Snequehanna. 
Killed  and  wounded  in  assault. 


Name.  Kate. 


Tbomaa  Brennan j  Private,  Marine  Corps  . 

Thomas  Scott '  SeamaD  . 


N.8.  [Theo.lMiDkoff Private,  Marine  Corps 

William  Wallace Lieutenant.  Marine  Corps. 

Jacob  Wagner Qnarterniaster 

Joiin  Costello Private,  Marine  Corps 

Robert  Carrie '  Ordinary  seaman 

John  Keating ;  Boatswain's  mate 

Herbert  Westbrook I  Ordinary  seaman 

William  lirown ' do 

White  Hewlett |  Corporal,  Marine  Corps . . . 

Edward  Botler I  Seaman 

Howard  R.  Chellis '  Landsman 

Charles  Bent '  Ordinary  i 


Remarks. 


Killed. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


The  following-named  men  were  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  the  for- 
ward pivot  rifl^  gun: 


Remarks. 


William  Taylor Coal  heaver Wonndixl. 

Thomas  Arnold '  Landsman Severe  contusion  of  entire  thorax,  from  force  of 

blast  issuing  from  fractured  portion  of  gun. 

Dennis  Walsh Coal  heaver Wounded. 

William  Lewis Captain  forecastle Do. 


Very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  CC.  Babclay, 

Surgeon. 
Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Conidg.  Fourth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commodore  Sohenck,  U.  S.  Kayy,  commanding  third  divifion.  regarding  the  opera- 
tions of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

[Dayton,  Ohio,  June  27^  1865.] 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan 
(first  class),  under  my  command,  was  got  underway  at  7  a.  m.  on  the 
i;itli  of  January  and  took  her  position  as  assigned  by  you  in  line  of 
battle  immediately  after  all  boats  were  sent  to  assist  in  the  landing  of 
the  troops.  At  8: 15  a.  m.  signal  was  made  to  anchor.  At  3  p.  m.  the 
boats  returned,  got  underway,  and  steamed  into  line.  At  3 :  30  p.  m. 
anchored  In  the  position  assigned  me,  and  immediately  commenced 
firing  npon  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  between  the  fort  and  Mound, 
which  wjis  vigorously  continued  until  0:30  p.  m.,  when, in  obedience  to 
the  signal,  1  hauled  out  to  a  safe  anchorage  for  the  night. 
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On  the  14th  my  launches  were  employed  in  assisting  iu  the  lauding 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  troops. 

On  the  15th,  at  5  a.  m.,  took  my  x>08ition  in  the  line  of  battle.  At 
10:20,  in  obedience  to  the  signal,  called  away  all  armed  boats.  At 
10:40  the  boats  lett  the  ship  with  100  seamen  and  marines,  about  ao 
equal  number  of  each,  Lieutenant  and  Execnitive  Officer  (Jeorge  M. 
Bache  in  command,  First  Lieutenant  F.  II.  Corrie  in  charge  of  marines. 
At  11:25  a.  m.  anchored  according  to  instructions  and  cximmenced  the 
engagement  with  the  starboard  battery,  viz,  1  Xl-incU  pivot  gun  aft, 
and  11  IX-inch  guns  in  battery,  having  substituted  L*  IX  incli  for  the 
100-pounder  Parrott  pivot  gunlorward,  and  1  IX-inch  for  the  lOO-pounder 
Parrott  broadside  gun.  I  had,  before  going  into  the  action  at  all, 
transferred  the  port  battery  to  the  starboard  side,  so  as  to  avoid  using 
those  guns,  which  had  been  pretty  severely  tested  in  the  previous 
attacks  ui>on  the  fort  on  the  'Mth  and  25th  of  December.  A  rapid  and 
efTective  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  fort  until  tht^  assault  was  about  to  be 
made  by  the  sailors  and  marines,  when  our  attention  was  directed  to 
the  Mound  and  the  batteries  along  the  beach.  As  all  our  operations 
were  conducted  under  your  immediate  supervision,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  further  details  of  transactions  which  you  witnessed,  but  in 
justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and  crew  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  feel  bound  to  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  alac- 
rity with  which  they  performed  their  duty.  As  a  much  greater  num- 
ber of  officers  and  men  volunteered  to  land  with  tlie  attacking  party 
than  could  be  spared  from  the  ship,  the  delicate  duty  devolved  upon 
me  of  making  the  selection.  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer  George 
M.  Bache  claimed  the  right  to  command  by  virtue  of  seniority.  Ensign 
Ira  Harris,  jr.,  claimed  that  he  had  a  better  right  because  he  was  one 
of  many  children  and  not  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  as  was  the  case 
with  his  friend  and  competitor.  Acting  Ensign  Robley  D.  Evans 
founded  his  claim  upon  the  fact  of  the  other  members  of  his  family 
being  actively  engaged  among  the  rebels.  AH  three  of  these  oflicers 
were  wounded  in  the  assault,  the  last  named,  1  fear,  will  be  perma- 
nently disabletl.  How  well  the  landing  party  ]>erformed  its  duty  may 
be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  full  one- third  was  killed  and  wounded. 
It  is  due  to  the  marines  of  this  ship  and  to  their  (commander,  First- 
Lieutenant  F.  n.  Corrie,  to  say  that  the  utmost  alacrity  and  cheerful- 
ness were  shown  in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  The  officers  and  men 
who  remained  by  the  ship  conducted  themselves  tliroughout  the  action 
in  a  manner  every  way  creditable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Findlay  Scheni^k, 
Commodore^  Commanding  Third  IHimion, 

Bear  Admiral  David  1).  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commodore  Sohenok,  V.  S.  Kavy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  regarding  casa* 

altiee. 

U.  S.  8.  Powhatan,  Januari/  IC^  186:"). 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  Mayo  of  cas- 
ualties, in  addition  to  which  I  have  to  report: 
James  Flannigan,  ordinary  seaman,  killed. 
George  Jones,  calker,  killed. 
Archibald  Campbell,  landsman,  killed. 
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Missing. — Eobert  Dougherty,  landsmaD;  Daniel  B.  Shields,  lands- 
man; Corporal  Balou,  marine;  Musician  Bonrke,  marine;  Private 
Benson,  marine;  Private  Wasmuth,  marine;  Private  Hicks,  marine; 
Private  O'Brien,  2d,  marine. 

I  have  a  boat  with  an  officer  on  shore  in  search  of  the  missing. 

I  have  ascertained  that  Ensign  R.  D.  Evans  was  taken  on  board  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba  seriously  wounded,  and  is  doing  well,  and  that 
(ieorge  E.  Putt,  captain  hold,  was  taken  on  board  the  Colorado^  where 
be  died  of  his  wounds. 

The  4  men  slightly  wounded  will  be  fit  for  duty  in  a  few  days  and 
have  not  been  sent  to  the  hospital  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SOHENGK, 
Commodore^  Gamdg.  U,  8.  8.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8qua4lron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Sohneok,  V.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  the  retum  of  miniiig  men. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  January  17^  1865. 

Sib:  In  my  report  of  casualties  yesterday  the  following  men  were 
returned  as  missing.  I  have  now  to  report  Corporal  Hulon,  marine; 
Musician  Bourke,  marine;  Private  Benson,  marine;  Private  Hicks, 
marine;  Private  O'Brien,  2d,  marine;  Daniel  B.  Shields,  landsman,  as 
having  returned  on  board. 

Private  Wasmuth,  marine,  it  is  said,  is  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort 
Jackson,  seriously  wounded.  Bobert  Dougherty,  landsman,  still 
missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SCHENOK, 
Commodore^  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Boport  of  Surgeon  Mayo,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  cainalitiee  on  the  U.  S.  8.  Powhatan. 

U.  S.  8.  Powhatan, 
Off  New  Inhtj  North  Carolina,  Jammry  1(),  1805. 
Sib:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  from 
the  recent  assault  on  Fort  Fisher: 


No. 


Name. 


Rate. 


Georee  M.Bacbe Lieutenant 

Ira  Harris i  EoHigu 

Owen  Daly j  Private,  marine. . . 

Riolianl  Lojd '  Marine 

Charles  Jones '  Seaman 

James  (^owaij Private,  marine. .. 

7  i  H.  X.  Harn»w '  Third-ciaas  boy... 

8  Jam«H  Ca«jjrirt" Private,  marine. . . 

9  Charles  Normanii '  Carpenter's  mate  . 

10  Ahijali  Ball !  Cori>ural, marine.. 

11  John  Collins |  Seaman 

12  Patrick  O'Douuell ,  Private,  marine. . . 


Remarks. 


Wonnd  of  right  shoulder. 
Wound  of  right  log. 
Wound  of  thigh. 
Wonnd  of  both  thighs. 
Wonnd  of  left  arm  and  side. 
Wound  of  right  arm. 
Wound  of  left  thigh. 
Wound  of  head;  ^ight. 
Right  thigh:  sUght. 
Upper  Up;  slight. 
Bight  foot. 
Right  shoulder  and  back. 
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No.  Nunie.  IUt«».  liemarka. 


Robert  H.  Ronelle Armorer Wound  of  breast;  Hlight. 

ThomaN  CniuDufiy \  tSeMiian Wound  of  right  lef;. 


Will  Kegal 
Frank  Aleck . . 
R.D.Svans.... 
Geortce  F.  Pntt 


Private,  marine Wound  of  abdomen. 

Private,  marine Wound  of  thigh. 

Ensign Reported  abotthrough  both  legs. 

Captain  of  hold |  Reported  killed. 


Very  reape(;tfully, 

IlBNRY  ().  Mayo, 

Surgeon, 
Commodore  J.  F.  Sghengk, 

Commanding  l\  S.  8.  Powhiitan  and  Third  Division^ 

North  Atlantic  Sq^uLdran. 


Report  of  Commodoro  8eh«nok»  V.  S.  Havr*  ragmrding  i^jnriof  tutainad  by  liratanftnt  tonie, 

U.  8.  MuiiM  Oorpt. 

U.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  January  17j  1865. 
8iB:  In  addition  to  other  casoalties  I  have  to  report  First  Lieatenant 
[F.  H.J  Gorrie,  XT.  8.  Marine  Corps,  as  having  been  badly  ruptared  in 
line  of  duty  in  making  the  assault.    On  recommendation  of  the  surgeon 
he  has  been  transferred  to  the  hospital  ship  Fort  Jackson. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Sghbngk, 
GommodorCj  Oomdg.  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  OoamiAiider  Frailej,  U.  S.  Kayy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Toicaron. 

r.  S.  S.  TUSCAUOIIA, 
Off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  January  J2(iy  1R65. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  coinpliaiice  with  your 
orders  and  signals  of  the  13th  instant,  1  proceeded  in  with  this  steamer 
on  the  morning  of  that  day,  in  company  with  the  fleet  under  your  com- 
mand, taking  my  position  in  the  line  of  battle  as  per  special  chart  fur- 
nished, and  which  was  on  the  outside  of  line  No.  2  and  between  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Powhatan  and  Juniata,  which  line  steered  in  toward  a  battery 
near  which  the  army  transports  were  anchored  preparatory  to  the  land- 
ing of  the  troops.  At  8 :  40  a.  m.,  by  signal  f^om  your  vessel,  dispatched 
the  launch,  first  and  second  cuttcirs,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  S.  L. 
Gnfhn,  Oliver  Swain,  and  S.  E.  Willits,  to  go  alongside  the  army  trans- 
ports and  assist  the  boats  of  the  fleet  in  lauding  tlie  troops. 
'  At  9:25  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  outside  the  transports,  in  company 
with  the  vessels  of  line  No.  2,  to  cover  the  landing.  At  3 :  20  p.  m.,  the 
boats  having  returned  from  the  duty  upon  which  they  had  been  sent, 
signals  were  again  made  from  your  ship  to  *^  get  underway,"  ^^  form 
lineof  battle,"  and  **  take  your  stations,"  when  the  line  proceeded  in 
toward  Fort  Fisher,  and  at  5:20  p.m. let  go  kedge  anchor  astern, 
abreast  of  stem  of  U.  8.  S.  Powhatan,  and  worked  into  position.  Let 
go  starboard  anchor,  veering  to  30  fathoms  chain,  immediately  after- 
wards opening  fire  with  No.  3,  Xl-inch  gun,  and  then  successively  with 
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starboanl  broadside  and  pivot  guns;  using  perciiBsiou  shells  with  the 
rifle  gaus,  and  lOsecoud  fuzes  with  Vlll-iuch  and  Xl-inch  shell  guns; 
which  firing  was  kept  up  vigorously  and  with  telling  effect  upon  Fort 
Fisher  until  G:  05  p.  m.,  when  a  tug  came  within  hail,  conveying  orders 
from  you  to  discontinue  firing  and  withdraw  from  action.  Weighed 
iind  stood  out  to  southward  and  eastward,  and  in  lotnpany  with  other 
vessels  came  to  with  starboard  anchor  in  7  fathoms  water. 

On  the  following  day  (14th  instant)  the  ironclads  and  vessels  of  line 
No.  1,  under  the  batteries  only,  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  them, 
and  apparently  doing  great  execution. 

On  Sunday,  January  15,  a  little  after  midnight,  received  verbal  orders 
from  a  tug  which  came  near  and  hailed,  giving  orders  from  you  to  get 
underway  at  5  a.  m.,  and  as  soon  after  as  signals  could  be  seen  ^^Form 
line  of  battle/'  Steamed  soon  afterwards  into  line,  subsequently  heav- 
ing to  and  steaming  ahead  slowly  to  maintain  position,  and  governed 
by  the  movements  of  the  leading  ships,  the  boats  being  prepared  in  the 
meantime  to  land  ofBcers  and  men  for  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works.  At  10: 20  a.  m.,  by  signal,  the  boats,  three  in  number,  consist- 
ing of  launch,  first  and  second  cutters,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  N.  Allen,  Acting  Ensigns  S.  L.  Griffin  and  Oliver  Swain, 
assisted  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  Arthur  F.  Aldrich  and  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  William  B.  Snow,  with  41  seamenr,  landsmen,  and 
coal  heavers  and  14  marines,  left  the  ship  with  orders  to  proceed  along- 
side the  flagship  for  instructions,  from  whence  they  proceeded,  with 
numerous  boats  from  other  ships,  to  the  beach,  upon  which  they  landed, 
preparatory  to  an  assault  to  be  made  on  the  works  of  the  enemy,  the 
shipsof  the  line  taking  their  positions  in  battle,  as  signaled  to,  and 
opening  fire  upon  the  enemy. 

At  12:10  p.  m.  your  signal  to  take  my  position  was  immediately 
complied  with ;  and  at  12 :  ^  p.  m.,  having  reached  position  between  the 
U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  on  starboard  quarter  and  Juniata  on  starboard 
bow,  came  to  anchor  with  kedge  and  hawser  astern,  and  with  starboard 
anchor  ahead,  in  5  fathoms  water,  I  again  opened  a  rapid  fire  with 
starboard  battery  on  the  works  of  Fort  Fisher,  using  similar  projectiles 
as  on  the  13th,  and  on  which  batteries  fire  was  contiliued  until  3:05 
p.  m.,  when  signal  2211  was  made  by  you,  and  the  steam  whistles  of 
the  fleet  blown  "  to  change  fire  "  to  the  Mound,  which  was  immediately 
complied  with,  but  only  with  the  XI  inch  and  100  pounder  Parrott, 
not  being  able  to  give  sufficient  elevation  to  the  Vlll-inch  shell  guns. 
During  this  period  and  until  the  firing  closed,  capital  gunnery  practice 
was  seen,  made  by  the  captains  of  the  guns,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  officers  of  divisions. 

Tliough  shot  and  shell  fell  around  the  ship  in  every  direction,  it  is 
truly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  not  one  struck,  nor  had  1  any 
casualty  to  fall  upon  anyone  on  board  during  the  bombardment;  but 
regret  to  add  that  on  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  ship  at  sundown  I 
was  grieved  to  learn  that  during  the  assault  made  on  shore  John  Gamp- 
bell  (yeoman),  William  H.  Kedding  (captain  forecastle),  and  John 
McAdams  (seaman),  had  been  killed,  and  that  in  the  boats  alongside 
were  nine  persons,  :.ome  seriously  wounded,  among  whom  were  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Weld  N.  Allen  (executive  officer),  John  Hale  (coal 
heaver),  John  Morris  (seaman),  James  B.  Jenkins  (marine),  Duncan 
Dunbar  (landsman),  Emanuel  P.  Blackwooil  (ordinary  seaman),  Frank 
Barry  (landsman),  A.  Collum  (corporal  marines),  Philip  Baker  (seaman), 
and  three  others  too  badly  wounded  to  be  brought  on  board,  but  who 
were  placed  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Nansemand^  viz,  Acting  Master's 
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Mate  Arthur  F.  Aldrich,  liobert  Gaunett  (seaman),  and  John  Kagau 
(coxswain). 

On  the  following  day  Thomas  J.  Lynch  (marine)  was  found  missing, 
supposed  to  have  been  blown  up  in  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of 
Fort  Fisher,  as  he  was  seen  there  a  few  minutes  previous  to  that 
accident. 

At  or  about  10  p.  m.  of  the  15th  lights  appeared  in  the  fort,  succeeded 
by  such  glorious  cheers  we  were  convinced  that  our  forces  were  in  pos- 
'^ssion,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  rockets  and  lights  fh>m  the  vessels 
of  the  fleet  soon  afterwards. 

It  afifords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  every  officer  and  man  on 
board  displayed  the  greatest  zeal  to  perform  and  carry  out  the  discip- 
line of  the  service  and  in  the  i)erformance  of  every  duty  required  of 
him,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  mention  any  one  as  superior  over  others. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailby, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Nexc  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commaitder  FzmUoj,  U.  S.  Havy,  eommanding  U.  S  S.  Taioarora,  regarding  th« 
attanltixig  puty  from  that  vmmI. 

U.  S.  S.  TUSGABOBA, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  January  16j  18(i5. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  respectfully  report  that 
a  company  consisting  of  5  officers,  55  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands- 
men, and  marines,  was  organized  and  landed  on  the  15th  instant  to 
assist  in  the  assault  made  that  day  on  Fort  Fisher  by  a  portion  of  com- 
bined crews  of  all  the  vessels  attached  to  the  si^uadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  N.  Allen,  commanding  the  detachment 
from  this  vessel,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  all  the  officers  and  men  advanced  to  the  attack,  but  in 
which  they  were,  unfortunately,  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  3  men  killed 
and  12  woundea.  One  marine,  Thomas  Lynch,  missing,  supposed  to 
have  been  blown  up  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  this  morning, 
being  seen  there  by  a  shipmate  a  short  time  previous  to  the  explosion. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  names  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing: 

Killed, — John  Campbell,  yeoman;  John  W.  Redding, coxswain;  John 
McAdams,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant-Commander  Weld  N.  Allen,  left  elbow  joint; 
Acting  Master's  Mate  A.  F.  Aldrich,  hip,  seriously;  Robert  Gunnett, 
seaman,  badly  in  shoulder;  John  Eagan,  captain  top,  in  the  neck;  John 
Hale,  coal  heaver,  seriously  in  breast;  John  Morris,  seaman,  seriously 
in  breast;  James  B.  Jenkins,  marine,  in  hip;  Duncan  Dunbar,  lands- 
man, in  the  neck;  Kmanuel  P.  Bhurkwood,  ordinary  seaman,  wrist; 
Frank  Barry,  landsman,  in  the  side  and  hand;  Philip  Baker,  seaman, 
in  the  side;  Corporal  A.  CoUum.  marine,  in  wrist  and  shoulder. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailev, 

Commandvr,  l\  S.  Nary. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porteu,  U.  IS.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Wilmington^  N.  C. 
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Keport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,   commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Juniata 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata, 
Off  Netc  Tnletj  North  Carolina^  January  Kij  1865. 

Sib:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  during  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Fisher,  on  the  13th,  this  ship  sustained  no  damage  whatever.  On 
the  15th  one  shell  ]>assed  through  the  mam  rigging,  carrying  away  one 
starboard  and  two  port  shrouds.  One  shell  came  inboard,  struck  the 
chase  of  the  disabled  100-pounder  gun,  exploded,  wounded  4  men,  and 
dented  the  smokestack.  Another  explodeid  under  the  starboard  bow, 
from  which  no  injury  was  sustained,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 

Sixteen  rounds  were  fired  on  the  first  day  and  105  on  the  last,  and 
most  of  the  shells  were  well  planted,  only  a  few  bursting  short. 

Forty-five  men  and  20  marines  composed  the  storming  party,  under 
the  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles  H.  Hamilton,  Ensign  Charles 
McGregor,  and  Master's  Mates  (acting)  (George  H.  Prescott  and  W.  F. 
Warnick. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  bravery  and  coolness  dis- 
played by  the  ojQScers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  individually  they  per- 
formed their  duty  nobly  and  did  all  their  country  could  require  of  them. 
On  three  occasions  they  were  well  tested,  and  1  judged  from  the  number 
of  shots  which  passed  over  and  fell  around  us  that  the  enemy  occasion- 
ally selected  the  Juniata  for  a  target. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  seems  invidious  to  make  a  selection, 
but  I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  cool,  gallant, 
and  able  manner  in  which  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Frederick  Y. 
Mc^'ai^,  performed  his  whole  duty. 

The  number  of  casualties  and  amount  of  injuries  sustained,  together 
with  the  quantity  of  ammunition  expended,  will  be  found  in  the  accom- 
panying reports  of  the  surgeon,  engineer,*  boatswain,*  gunner,*  and 
carpenter.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 
JAeutenant  Commander^  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  David  1).  Pobteb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdf/.  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Beport  of  Surgeon  Oorgas,  XT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  caanalties  on  the  U.  8.  S.  Juniata. 

U.  8.  S.  Juniata, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  this  ship  in 
yesterday's  engageujent  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore: 

Killed  {and  buried  ashore). 
Name.  Kate.  Remarks. 


1  !  Charles  H.  Fremont \  Quarter  eunner 

2  I  Sevren  O.  Smith Captain  Torecastle 


3  !  Edward  Lindsav Landsman. 


4  George  NirboIlH Seaman. 

5  Edward  Hrenuiin Marine. 


Bullet  through  the  bead. 

Do. 
Bullet  wound  in  right  hip,  and  left  leg 
broken  bygrapeshot;  found  drowueil. 
i  Snppoeed  to  have  been  killed  by  an  ex- 
3     plosion  ashore;  bodies  not  found. 


Total  killed,  5. 


*  Reports  not  fonnd. 
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Wounded. 


Nome. 


lUte. 


1     Charles  H.  Hamilton Acting  master. 


Robert  Wilton '  Captain  after  gnard. 

John  W.fiaker Landainan 

William  Preaoott i  Ooartermaater 

John  Redden |  Marine 


Remarka. 


Powder  bum  on  the  face  from  the  burst- 

inc  of  a  mnsket. 
Bnllet  wonnd  of  the  riffht  sbonlder. 
Ballet  wound  of  right  icnee. 
Bullet  wonnd  of  left  leg. 
Shell  wound  left  knee. 


The  above  were  woanded  ashore  in  the  storming  party. 
The  following  were  wounded  aboard  ship : 


Name. 


Rate. 


I 


Remarks. 


James  Johnson |  Sailmaker'a  mate I  Shell  wonnds  of  back  and  head. 

Christian  lirookman Seaman :  Shell  wounda  face  and  right  forearm. 

James  H.Johnson Coal  heaver |  Shell  wounds  bark :  slight. 


Thomas  Mahoney  . 
Henry  Williams... 


Ordinary  seaman I  Powder  bum  of  the  face  and  right  hand 

Arom  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 

Seaman i  Reported  to  hare  a  bnllet  wonnd  in  the 

coeat.  This  man  has  not  arrived  on 
j      board  ahip  yet. 


Total  wounded.  10. 

John  W.  Baker's  wound  is  very  severe  and  lie  will  i)robably  lose  his 
leg.    The  rest  of  the  wounded  are  likely  to  do  well. 
I  am,  very  respeetfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  C.  Gobgas, 

Surgeon^  U,  8.  Navy. 
Lientenant-Comniander  Thomas  S.  Phelps, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Juniata. 


Report  of  Acting  Mafter  Hamilton,  V.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  the  barial  of  the  kiUed. 

U.  S.  Ship  Juniata, 
Off  Neic  Tnletj  Cape  Fear  \River\j  January  l(Jj  1865. 
SiB:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  to  ine  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statements: 

1  counted  49  bodies  on  the  ground,  including  an  officer  belonging  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery^  and  who  lay  on  the  g:round  until  all,  excepting 
JO  or  11,  were  buried.  Toward  noon,  having  been  on  my  feet  for 
thirty-six  hours,  and  my  face,  which  was  badly  burned  yesterday  by 
the  bursting  of  a  musket  alongside  of  me,  paining  me  exceedingly,  I 
was  forced  to  go  on  board,  leaving  10  or  11  unbuned;  whereof  about 
half  belonged  to  the  U.  8.  S.  Poxchatan,  and  one  to  the  Malvern^  killed 
by  the  explosion  at  the  fort. 

It  was  impossible  to  find  out  the  names  of  many  of  the  killed.  I 
buried  1  marine  and  8  sailors,  that  nobody  on  the  ground  recognized,  in 
one  trench. 

Going  on  board,  I  reported  on  board  the  Powhatan  that  several  of 
their  men  were  lying  on  the  beach. 

Having  neither  pencil  nor  paper,  I  could  not  take  down  the  names  of 
the  men  that  were  recognized;  but  with  the  exception  of  the  9  afore- 
mentioned, and  the  bodies  I  left  behind,  they  were  all  buried  by  their 
own  shipmates. 

I  buried  3  belonging  to  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ohas.  II.  Hamilton, 
Acting  Master,  U.  8,  8.  Juniata. 
LientenantCommander  K.  II.  Bhebse, 

Fleet  Captain  J  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  U.  8.  8.  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Captain  Bid^y,  U.  S.  Kavy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off  Fort  FiHlier^  January  17^  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the 
bombardment  which  resulted  in  the  captore  of  Fort  Fisher: 

January  13,  at  8: 10  a.  m.,  1  sent  this  ship's  boats  to  assist  in  landing 
the  troops.  At  3: 10  p.  m.  got  underway  and  took  our  position  in  line 
of  battle. 

At  5  o'clock  anchored  in  our  station  and  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  with  good  effect. 

At  G:  05  p.  m.  ceased  firing  in  obedience  to  signal,  and  stood  to  the 
northward  and  eastward. 

January  14,  at  4  p.  m.,  we  were  signaled  by  the  admiral  to  come 
within  hail,  and  ordered  to  go  under  the  stem  of  the  BrooMyn  and 
open  fire. 

We  anchored  in  that  position,  and  were  ordered  to  weigh  and  stand 
closer  in.  We  stood  in  to  4^  fathoms  and  opened  fire  with  effect.  At 
6:40  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  cease  firing  and  fire  in  our  turn  for  one 
hour  during  the  night. 

At  3 :  05  a.  m.  opened  fire  for  one  hour. 

At  9:30  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  the  dispatch  boat  to  take  our  position 
in  line  of  battle  next  morning. 

At  daylight  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  our  station  in  line. 

At  9:48  a.  m.  sent  the  first  and  second  launches  and  first  cutter  with 
the  storming  party,  consisting  of  54  men  and  14  marines,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  ofticer,  P^nsign  Sands, 
and  Boatswain  J.  H.  Policy. 

At  11  a.  m.  was  signaled  by  the  admiral  to  fire  at  a  steamer  in  the 
river.  I  immediately  steamed  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  the 
steamer  in  the  meantime  having  run  up  the  river  out  of  sight. 

At  11:45  was  ordered  to  take  our  station  in  line.  We  anchored, 
head  and  stern,  one  ship's  length  ahead  of  the  Juniata^  and  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  with  good 
effect,  until  ordered  to  change  the  direction  of  our  fire  on  the  Mound. 
The  shots  came  over  and  around  us,  but  none  struck  us. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  one  of 
the  most  formidable  of  forts,  which  was  so  damaged  by  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  fleet  that  it  was  carried  by  the  first  assault. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Nichols'  report  of  the  storming  party  from  this 
ship,  which  will  speak  for  itself. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  cool  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  officer,  and  the  other  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship  during  the  bombardment. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition. 
I  am,  very  respectfully',  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  B.  Bidgely, 

Captamy  U,  S,  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  David  P.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Heport  of  Lientenant  Kichols,  U.  S.  Vmvj,  oommaading  aaiaolting  party  from  the  TJ.  fL  8. 

Shenandoah. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolinaj  Janu<iry  17  j  ISC):"), 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  leaving  this  ship  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th  instant,  in  charge  of  assaulting  party  of  this  ship, 
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consisting  of  54  men-  and  a  sergeaut-s  guard  of  marines,  with  Ensign 
J.  XL  Sands  and  Boatswain  J.  H.  Polley,  I  passed  within  hul  of  the 
Malvern^  and  was  there  ordered  to  re])ort  to  Lieutenant-CommaDder 
Breese  on  shore. 

Arrived  on  shore,  leaving  two  men  as  boat  keepers  in  each  of  the 
three  boats,  reported  to  Lieatenant-Commander  Breese  and  was  by  him 
placed  in  the  third  division,  under  command  of  LieutenantCommander 
Selfridge.  Tlie  marines  were  ordered  elsewhere.  On  the  charge  cor 
men  were  orderly,  kept  together,  did  not  drop  except  when  ordered  to 
do  so,  and  when  the  stockade  in  front  of  the  fort  was  reached  were 
among  the  foremost,  and  were  among  tlie  last  to  fall  back.  Robert 
Esler,  second  captain  forecastle,  remained  with  me  and  other  officers 
and  men  behind  the  stockade  until  dark,  when  we  all  saoceeded  in 
getting  away. 

I  found  that  marines  Charles  Smith,  Adolph.  Burton,  Wilmer  D. 
Lyne,  James  Whyte,  Thomas  S.  Brown,  all  of  this  ship,  had  remained 
near  Fort  Fisher  until  dark,  not  having  fallen  back  with  their  own  line. 

On  arriving  down  the  beach  1  found  that  Ensign  Sands  and  'RobXt 
swain  l\)lley  had  rallied  all  the  men  of  this  ship  during  the  retreat, 
had  found  all  the  wounded  of  our  own  men,  7  in  number,  and  had  sent 
them  on  board  and  rendere<l  good  service  to  other  wounded  men  of  the 
assaulting  party. 

Our  men  here  maintained  the  sailor  discipline,  obeying  their  officers 
cheerftilly,  ready  and  willing  to  do  whatever  was  required  of  them. 
None  left  the  shore  except  those  ordered  to  take  off  the  wounded. 
Ensign  Sands  and  Boatswain  Policy  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the 
zeal  and  energy  shown  thnmghout. 

At  night  the  sailors  and  marines  relieved  the  garrison  at  army  head- 
quarters. On  being  relieved  in  the  morning  were  ordere<l  up  the  beach 
to  bury  the  dead.  Arriving  there  and  finding  the  burial  party  of  suffi- 
cient force,  returned  to  the  boats,  thence  to  the  ship. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  none  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  that  the 
color  bearers,  two  in  number,  returned  each  with  his  flag. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  1  would  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  of  our  men 
behaved  in  such  a  gallant  manner  that  I  would  consider  it  invidious  to 
make  any  distinctions.  Each  and  all  deserve  the  highest  commenda- 
tion for  their  coolness  and  courage  under  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
and  fnlly  sustained  the  hard-earned  reputation  of  the  American  sailor. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant. 

Smith  W.  Nichols, 
J/ieutenantj  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  I).  B.  Ridoely, 

Comma nditiff  Shenandoah, 


Heport  of  Surgeon  MoMaster,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  oaiualties  on  the  U.  B.  8.  Shenandoah. 

II.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off  Xeic  Tnleij  North  Carolina^  January  If!^  18(ir), 

Sir;  Herewith  subjoined  is  a  correct  list  of  the  casualties  occurring 
among  the  crew  of  this  vessel  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  loth  instant.  No  casualties  have  occurred  on 
shipboard : 

Thomas  Clark,  ordinary  seaman,  at  20;  native  of  Ireland;  shipped 
at  New  York,  November  22, 1804;  occupation  mariner;  hazel  eyes,  dark 
hair,  fair  complexion ;  5  feet  3^  inches  high ;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Wounded 
by  a  grapeshot  at  the  junction  of  upper  and  middle  third  of  left  arm; 
deop  Hesh  wound,  not  dangerous,  though  severe;  sent  to  hospital. 
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John  J.  Thompson,  qnartermaHter,  wi.  31;  native  of  New  Jersey; 
shipped  at  Philadelphia,  May  2, 1864;  occupation  mariner;  gray  eyes, 
dark  hair,  fair  complexion;  5  feet  10  inches  high;  vtdnus  sclopetic. 
Wounded  by  a  musket  ball  passing  from  lower  external  third  of  arm 
nnd  passing  out  at  junction  of  middle  and  upper  third  of  arm  on  inner 
side;  wound  severe,  though  not  dangerous;  remains  on  board  at  his 
own  request. 

Frank  C.Williams,  seaman,  cct.  21;  native  of  Maine;  shipped  Phil- 
adelphia, May  4,  1864;  occupation  mariner;  blue  eyes,  brown  hair, 
florid  complexion;  5  feet  7  inches  high ;  vulnns  nclopetic.  Has  a  musket- 
ball  wound  above  the  kneejoint  about  3  inches;  no  exit  wound;  has 
musket-ball  wound  in  lower  third  of  right  leg;  exit  wound  2  inches 
above  on  external  side;  both  wounds  severe;  not  dangerous;  sent  to 
hospital. 

William  H.  Cain,  coal  heaver,  ast.  19;  native  of  New  York;  shipped 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  29, 1864;  occupation  farmer;  dark  eyes, 
dark  hair,  dark  complexion;  5  feet  8  inches  high;  vulnua  sclopetic. 
Wounded  in  the  lungs;  was  taken  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson 
from  the  beach,  and  I  have  no  description  of  nature  or  character  of  the 
wound. 

Henry  Harrison,  boatswain's  mate,  wt.  40;*native  of  Boston;  8hipj)ed 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9, 186 i;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Slight  flesh  wound  of 
foot,  very  trifling;  will  be  on  duty  in  a  few  days. 

William  Francis,  seaman,  cd.  35;  native  of  France;  shipped  at  Phil- 
adelphia, May  9,  1864;  vulnns  sclopetic.  Slight  flesh  wound  in  finger; 
will  be  on  duty  in  a  few  days. 

Missing, 

John  Kobinson,  seaman;  (ct.  23;  native  of  Scotland;  shipped  New 
York,  November  16,  1864;  occupation  mariner;  hazel  eyes,  dark  hair, 
dark  complexion ;  5  feet  8^  inches  high. 

James  Lenfest,  ordinary  seaman;  wt.  28;  native  of  Maine;  shipped 
May  2, 1864, at  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  occupation  farmer;  gray  eyes,  brown 
haur, light  complexion;  5  feet  6  inches  high. 

William    Parker,  second-class   fireman;    at.  — ;   native  of ; 

shipped  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  2,  1864;  occupation  fireman;  gray 
eyes,  brown  hair,  fair  complexion;  height  5  feet  4  inches. 

William  Austen,  coal  heaver;  cct.  21;  native  of  England;  occupation 
soldier;  blue  eyes,  light  hair,  dark  complexion ;  height  5  feet  2  inches. 
Charles  Jones,  marine;  cct.  21;  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  occupa- 
tion carpenter;  enlisted  at  navy  yard,  Washington,  D. C,  December  23, 
1863;  gray  eyes,  dark  hair,  dark  complexion;  height  5  feet  9  inches. 
Respectfully, 

James  MoMasteb, 

Surgeon. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Bteedman,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  TT.  8.  8.  Tioonderoga. 

U.  8.  S.  TlCONDEBOGA, 

Off  Wilmingtonj  N.  C.j  January  17^  1865. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  ship  took  in  the  recent  attacks  upon  the  forts  on  Federal 
Point,  which  has  terminated  so  gloriously  and  successfully  to  the  two 
branches  of  the  service  engaged : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  instant,  after  the  return  of  the  boats 
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employed  in  landing  troops,  in  obedience  to  signal  I  took  position  in 
line  of  battle,  and  at  5: 15  p.  m.  anchored  ahead  of  the  line,  as  directed 
in  General  Order  No.  78.  From  this  point  a  well-dire<*ted  fire  was  kept 
up  on  the  batteries  to  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher,  in  accordance  with  the 
chart  plan  furnished  me.  Upon  hearing  the  signal  whistle  at  5 :  55  p.  m. 
I  had  the  battery  trained  upon  the  Mound  and  on  two  guns  in  its  neigh- 
borhood. A  continuous  lire  was  then  kept  up  until  1  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  action  at  G:  20  p.  m. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board,  although 
several  of  the  enemy's  shots  fell  over  and  around  the  vessel.  The  only 
loss  sustained  was  that  of  the  stern  kedge  anchor,  caused  by  a  rifle 
shot  cutting  its  hawser. 

On  the  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  underway  and  took 
position  at  the  end  of  the  second  line.  At  10 :  35  a.  m.  a  storming  party 
of  sailors  in  three  boats,  in  charge  of  Ensign  George  W.  Coffin,  and  the 
marine  guard,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Williams, 
were  sent  from  this  vessel  to  report  to  the  liagship  for  orders.  At  the 
same  time  I  received  your  verbal  message  not  to  move  until  farther 
orders.  At  11:45  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with  signal,  1  steamed  up  and 
took  position  ahead  of  the  second  line,  about  a  cablets  length  ahead  of 
the  Shenandoah.  From  this  point  a  well  directed  fire  was  kept  up  with 
the  starboard  guns  on  the  batteries  well  to  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher  in 
keeping  with  your  progiamme.  Before  opening  fire  the  enemy  thr.ew 
several  heavy  rifle  shots  over  and  near  me,  but  after  a  couple  of  rounds 
from  this  ship  his  fire  was  silenced.  At  1 :  05  p.  m.  1  received  your  ver- 
bal orders  to  shift  my  berth  nearer  in.  This  was  done  with  some  little 
delay  and  considerable  trouble,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  ebb  tide 
and  want  of  a  sufficient  head  of  steam.  By  spreading  fires  1  was  ena- 
bled to  get  the  necessary  speed  to  give  me  control  of  the  ship  and  to 
take  a  i)08ition  nearer  to  the  enemy's  battery.  From  that  time  my  fire 
was  kept  np  in  the  same  direction  as  heretofore  until  the  signal  was 
made  to  cease  firing.  I  then  asked  |>ermission  to  open  upon  the  Mound, 
which  had  turned  its  guns  u])on  our  assaulting  cohmins.  This  being 
granted,  a  deliberate  fire  was  directed  upon  that  fort  up  to  (i:  20  p.  m., 
when  I  discontinued  firing  and  secured  the  battery  for  the  night.  For 
one  hour  and  a  half  previous  to  receiving  your  message  (by  tug)  to  cease 
firing  I  had  not  fired  a  single  shot. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  at  the 
thorough  and  efficient  manner  the  officers  and  crew  performed  their 
duty  during  the  time  we  were  engaged  in  bombardiTig  the  enemy's 
works.  I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant  George  B.  White,  the  executive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  for  his  energetic  assistance. 

With  this  communication  I  transmit  copies  of  the  reports  of  First 
Lieutenant  C.  F.  Williams,  of  the  marine  guard  (marked  "A"),  and 
Ensign  G.  W.  Cothn,  who  had  command  of  the  assaulting  party  of 
sailors  sent  from  this  vessel  (marked  "B");  also  the  gunner's  report  of 
expenditure  of  ammunition.  The  surgeon's  vei)ort  of  casualties  has 
already  been  forwarded. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  admiral,  ui)on  this  bril- 
liant and  decided  success,  which  has  resulted  in  planting  our  flag  on  one 
of  the  strongest  fortifications  i)ossessed  by  the  rebels. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  1).  Pouter, 

Command'nuj  North  Atlantic  tSquadroiiy  Flagnhip  Mai  rem. 
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Report  of  lirataiiftBt  WiUiama,  U.  S.  Marine  (km,  regarding  the  operatione  of  the  gnard  from 

the  V,  8.  S.  Tioonderoga. 

U.  8.  8.  TiCONDBROGA, 

Off  Fart  Fisher  J  N.  C,  January  17  j  1865, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant  I  proceeded  on 
shore  with  the  marine  guard  of  this  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
part  of  the  battalion  of  marines  who  were  to  cover  the  assaulting  party 
of  sailors  in  their  assault  on  Fort  Fisher.  I  reported  to  the  senior  marine 
officer  and  was  ordered  into  line.  Subsequently  my  guard  was  detached 
from  the  line,  and  under  my  command  were  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
they  being  armed  with  Spencer  riHes.  When  the  advance  was  made  I 
was  ordered  to  keep  a  good  distance  ahead  of  the  column  until  we 
reached  the  advanced  line  of  riHe  pits,  about  250  yards  from  the  fort. 
I  put  12  men  into  one  of  the  pits  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  and  with  the 
rest  proceeded  to  a  sand  hill  nearer  the  fort,  from  which  we  kept  up  a 
sharp  fire  on  the  enemy's  gunners,  thus  interfering  considerably  with 
their  loading  and  firing  their  great  guns.  The  assaulting  column  and 
marine  battalion  advanced  down  the  beach  by  the  flank  until  they  were 
abreast  of  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  when  they  charged  on  the  run,  but 
upon  reaching  the  stockade  they  were  exx)osed  to  such  a  terrible  fire 
of  grape  and  canister  that  they  were  forced  to  fall  back  up  the  beach. 
The  ammunition  of  my  men  being  exhausted,  we  were  compelled  to  lie 
in  our  rifle  pits  until  sundown,  exposed  to  the  fire  Irom  the  fleet  on  one 
side  (which  was  very  dangerous  on  account  of  shells  bursting  short) 
and  the  fort  on  the  other.  We  finally  withdrew  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  I  remained  with  most  of  my  men  until  the  next  day,  when  we 
returned  on  board.  The  men  under  my  command  deserve  great  praise 
for  the  cool  manner  in  which  they  conducted  themselves,  loading  and 
firing  deliberately,  notwithstanding  we  were  between  the  two  fires. 

Private  Charles  Colcord  is  missing.    When  last  seen  he  was  inside 
the  fort  before  the  magazine  exploded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  F.  Williams, 
First  Lieutenanty  U.  8.  Marine  Corps. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman,  U.  S.  !Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Ticonderoga. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Coffin,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  eommanding  the  aaianlting  party  from  the  U.  S.  8. 

Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  15th  instant  I  took  command 
of  the  assaulting  party,  composed  of  41  men,  that  left  this  ship  in  the 
first,  second,  and  fourth  cutters,  in  charge,  respectively,  of  Acting  [Mas- 
ter's] Mates  William  Cooper,  Lot  Norton,  and  William  Charlton,  the 
marine  guard  of  the  ship,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles 
F.  Williams,  being  distributed  among  the  boats.  After  landing  on  the 
beach  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  who  ordered  me  to 
attach  my  men  to  the  first  division,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake, 
which  was  composed  of  four  companies,  myself  beingplaced  in  c^^mmand 
of  the  third.  We  then  slowly  approached  the  fort  under  cover  of  the 
beach.  When  the  order  to  assault  was  given,  the  men  moved  forward 
on  the  run.    When  near  the  palisades  the  enemy's  fire  was  so  heavy  as 
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to  arrest  our  progrens,  and,  the  men  in  the  rear  commencing  to  fall  back, 
the  whole  of  our  force  were  compelled  to  retire. 

No  order  being  given  to  renew  the  attack,  I  collected  an  many  of  my 
men  as  possible  and  returned  to  the  ship. 

The  ouly  casualties  that  I  am  aware  of  are  Oolumbus  Boland,  sea- 
man, killed,  and  myself  wounded  in  the  leg. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  to  your  notice  Thomas  Connolly,  quartermaster, 
who  displayed  great  bravery  in  carrying  the  Hag  at  the  head  of  the 
company. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Coffin, 

\Aciing\  Enmgn. 
Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tivontferotja. 


B«portof  Smi^eon  Clebome,  TT.  8.  Hayy,  giTiag  lift  of  oafoaltiM  in  the  Assanltiiig  party  tnm 

the  TT.  S.  S.  Tieonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  TiCONDEROOA, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N.  C\,  January  16,  ISd',. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  in  the  assaulting 
party  of  this  ship  during  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th 
instant: 


Name. 


lUttv 


Peter  Bigley Seoond-cUiui  fireman . 

Oeorge  w.  Coffin Bnsi/tn  (Acting) 

Columbns  Boland Seaman  

CharleA  Colcortl Private  of  marines  . . 


Uemarks. 


Ahranion  of  leg. 

FleHli  woiiml  of  tliigli. 

Killed  (HiipiNisod). 

Sup|KM(Ml  to  have  been  blown  up. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

C.  J.  Cleiioune, 

tSurt/con^  l\  S.  Xary, 

Captain  Charles  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  S.  Ticonderogaj  off  Fort  Fisher,  X,  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  TT.  S.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  certain  petty  officers  and  othen 

of  the  TT.  S.  8.  Tioonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 
Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  March  :?1^  1865. 

SiB:  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  following  petty  officers  and  others  during  the  engagements 
with  Fort  Fisher,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  medals  of  honor 
may  be  granted  tliem : 

Robert  Sommers,  chief  (luartermaster,  is  recommended  f«)r  great 
coolness  and  intelligence  in  looking  out  for  and  making  signals  during 
the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher.  He  served  on  board  the  V .  8.  S.  Paul 
Jones,  and  was  in  the  actions  with  the  batteries  on  St.  Jolm's  Kiver 
and  with  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogeechee. 

Joseph  ilayden,  quartermaster,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
close  attention  to  duty  in  steering  the  ship  into  action  at  Fort  I'isher. 
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Isaac  N.  Fry,  orderly  sergeant  of  marine  gaard,  is  recommended  for 
coolness,  good  conduct,  and  skill  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with 
Fort  Fisher. 

Edward  R.  Bowman,  quartermaster,  is  recommended  for  good  con- 
duct throughout  the  action,  in  which  he  was  badly  wounded  and  bore 
his  sufferings  with  great  fortitude. 

William  Shipman,  coxswain,  is  specially  recommended  for  his  con- 
duct at  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  lOO-jwunder  Parrott  gun.  Being 
captain  of  a  gun  near  to  the  burst  one,  and  seeing  the  effect  of  the 
explosion  on  those  around  him,  at  once  encouraged  them  by  exclaim- 
ing, "Go  ahead,  boys;  this  is  only  the  fortunes  of  war.^ 

William  Taylor,  captain  of  forecastle,  is  recommended  for  coolness 
and  skill  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

George  Prance,  captain  of  maintop,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

Thomas  Jones,  coxswain,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duct as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

William  Campbell,  boatswain's  mate,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ghablbs  Stbbdman, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Beport  of  Captain  OlisMn,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cnba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiagk)  db  Cuba, 

Norfolk^  January  19^  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
that  this  steamer,  with  my  division,  reached  their  positions  assigned 
them  on  the  chart  at  12:40  p.  m.,  when  I  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
according  to  the  chart  of  the  plan  of  the  battle,  and  as  each  vessel  of 
this  division  took  their  positions  they  opened  a  furious  fire  on  the  bat- 
teries assigned  to  them ;  all  of  which  did  their  duty  nobly.  I  was  par- 
ticularly struck  with  the  beautiful  firing  of  the  Khode  Island  and  the 
Montgomery.  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Silas  W.  Kempton,  who  h«id  charge  of  a  boat's  crew  detailed  for 
General  Terry.  Their  bravery  was  unsurpassed.  They  entered  the 
fort  with  General  Curtis  in  the  assault  and  Mr.  Kempton  was  sent  out 
with  dispatches  to  one  of  the  generals.  I  most  cheerfully  recommend 
Mr.  Kempton  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  ensign,  and  that  each 
of  the  fixei  men  who  accompanied  him  receive  a  medal,  namely:  John 
Griffiths, captain  of  forecastle;  Edward  Swatton,  seaman ;  John  Swan- 
son,  seaman;  Phillip  Bazaar,  ordinary  seaman;  George  Province, 
ordinary  seaman.  These  were  the  only  men  who  entered  the  fort  in  the 
assault  from  the  fleet.  The  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  I  have  sent 
to  you  previously. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  report  of  Lieutenant  N.  H.  Farquhar  in 

relation  to  the  assaulting  party.    It  appears  Irom  the  enclosed  report 

that  Acting  Master's  Mate  E.  C.  Finney  was  mentioned  for  his  bravery 

and  services  by  Lieutenant  IMeston  in  his  memorandum  book.    If  such 
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is  the  fact,  I  would  also  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of 
a<5ting  ensign,  if  it  should  meet  your  approbation. 

When  I  say  tviat  every  oflScer  and  man  on  board  of  this  shij)  did  his 
duty  I  can  not  Sdiy  more  in  their  praise. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  report  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
in  this  action. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captnin,  IT,  JS,  Navy, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington^  N.  C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Farquharf  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  aaaiilting  party  ftom  the  U.  S.  8. 

Santiago  de  Onba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
Nor/olky  Va,j  January  i.9,  18(i5, 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  in  charge  of  tlie  landing  party  of 
this  steamer,  consisting  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  C.  Bowers,  Acting  Master's 
Mates  E.  C.  ^inney  and  Eichard  Lyons,  35  sailors,  and  14  marines,  I 
reported  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese  for  tlie  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and 
was  assigned  by  him  to  the  second  column. 

The  marines  were  turned  over  to  the  commanding  marine  officer. 

The  shovelers,  under  Acting  Master's  Mate  Finney,  reported  to  Lieu- 
tenant Preston  and  did  so  well  that  he  a  few  moments  before  his  death 
made  a  note  of  them. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  charged  on  the  fort  with  a  cheer  and  a  determination 
to  plant  our  colors  on  the  ramparts.  On  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  fort 
for  some  reason  unknown  to  me  the  marines  iind  sailors  fell  back. 
Myself  and  a  few  others  were  left  at  the  fort,  wliere  we  intrenched  our- 
selves till  dark.  Officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  I  would 
particularly  mention  Acting  Master's  Mate  Finney  and  Au;;:ustu8  Wil- 
liams (seaman).  The  latter  was  the  only  one  that  remained  with  me  at 
the  fort.  Auzella  Savage  (ordinary  seaman)  had  the  liagstiift*  shot  away 
above  his  hand,  but  he  seized  the  remainder  of  the  stall"  and  brought 
his  colors  safely  off. 

Our  loss  in  sailors,  1  killed,  4  wounded;  in  marines,  3  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  H.  Farqithar, 
TAeutenant  and  Executive  Officer^  U.  fS.  Xavy, 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  JS.  ^'.  Santiago  de  Cube, 


Report  of  Burgeon  Murphy,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  oanialtiet  on  board  the  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de 

Onba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Wilmington^  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  as  the  list  of  casualties 
amongst  the  crew  of  this  ship  during  the  attack  on  the  Wilmington 
defenses  January  J5,  1806: 
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Name. 

Bate. 

Bemarks. 

William  H.Cross 

J ftni€8  Shcrrv .••••••••  •. 

Ordinary  seaman  ... 
Marine    

Dead. 

Wounded  through  neck,  shoulder,   and  thigh;  re- 
ported  to  have  died. 

Lost  one  finger  of  left  hand. 

Lost  four  flngen  of  rieht  hand. 

Two  tlesh  wounds  of  nght  leg;  not  serious. 

Flesh  wound  of  abdomen  *  not  serious. ' 

Alvin  S.  Warren 

Coxswain 

Charles  MoCarty 

Johu  Mahon 

Marine 

do 

Joliu  Esther 

Captain  afterguard . 
do 

Patrick  McCarty 

Francis  Morshad 

iSeaman 

Wound  of  left  leg;  not  serious. 

The  preceding  men  were  wounded  and  killed  in  the  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher.    The  two  following  were  wounded  on  board  ship: 


Name.                               Kate. 

Remarks. 

George  L.  Fisher 

Thomas  Kiddell 

Seaman 

Contusion  of  left  thigh  by  splinters;  slight 
Wound  of  left  eye  by  splinters;  not  serious. 

Landsman 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  D.  Mubphy, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Oaptain  Oliveb  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Beport  of  Captain  Sandi,  U.  S.  Nayy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jaokion. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  under  my  command, 
having  been  detailed  as  one  of  the  third  line  of  vessels  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  after  having  towed  the  monitor  Mahopa^c  to  the  place  of 
action  at  daylight  on  the  13th  instant,  cast  off  our  tow  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  signal  from  the  Hagship  formed  line  of  battle,  following  next 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  senior  ship  of  our  line,  stood  in  with  the  fleet 
to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops  near  Half  Moon  battery,  sending  in 
our  boats  to  assist  in  the  landing.  At  10  a.  m.,  our  line  being  ordered 
in  closer  to  cover  the  skirmishers,  we  proceeded  in  our  proper  station  in 
line  close  to  the  beach,  shelling  it  in  advance  of  the  army,  until  ordered 
to  cease  firing  and  remain  where  we  were,  and  we  anchored  to  main- 
tain our  position,  shitting  in  closer  during  the  night  to  protect  the 
front  of  the  troops. 

All  day  of  the  14th  instant  we,  at  our  position  ahead  of  the  troops, 
were  employed  landing  their  artillery. 

On  the  15th  instunt,  at  the  signal  ^^to  send  armed  boats,"  we  sent  4S 
sailors  and  our  sergeant's  guard  of  marines,  under  Lieutenant  S.  H. 
Hunt,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  J.  O'Oallaghan,  Acting  Master 
Cony,  and  Master's  Mates  Powers  and  C.  Morau  as  part  of  the  Navy 
assaulting  party.  At  U  a.  m.  we  were  underway  forming  line  of  battle. 
At  the  signal  for  third  line  to  take  position,  we  followed  in  our  station 
in  close  order  astern  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  passing  her  when 
she  anchored,  took  our  position  a  ship's  length  ahead  of  her,  anchoring 
head  and  stern  in  4^  fathoms  water  at  high  tide,  with  broadside  bear- 
ing upon  the  Mound  and  batteries  between  it  and  Fort  Fisher,  which 
opened  hotly  upon  us  and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.    The  latter  vessel 
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800U  clraggiug  her  anchor  out  of  position,  and  before  the  other  vessels 
of  the  line  got  up  to  their  stations,  the  three  water  batteries  and  the 
Mound  devoted  their  whole  attention  to  this  ship,  making  excellent 
pvactiee  and  dropping  their  shot  over  and  around  us  quite  thickly. 
One  of  the  ricochet  shots  passing  close  over  our  rifle  IOO-[)ounder 
struck  the  Osceola  and  set  her  on  lire  as  she  passed  near  us  to  take  her 
station  ahead  of  us.  When  the  other  vessels  attained  tlieir  stations, 
the  close  attention  of  ihese  batteries  was  more  e<iually  divided  between 
us.  At  3 :  40  p.  ni.,  seeing  the  stars  and  stripes  tioating  over  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  fort,  our  lire  was  dire<*ted  exclusively  to  the  Mound, 
which  was  silenced  about  sunset.  This  cannonading  was  continued  as 
long  as  we  could  see  anything  to  shoot  at,  my  guns  plying  their  shot 
deliberately,  and  throwing  away  none  except  those  of  the  IX-inch 
broadside,  when  the  ship,  from  her  crankness,  would  roll  too  deep  to  get 
elevation.  The  whole  fort  and  adjacent  batteries  were  in  i>ossession  of 
the  forces  by  10  o'clock  that  night.  When  officers  and  men  behaved  so 
entirely  to  my  satisfactirn,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  particularize, 
but  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  efficient  manner  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  li.  R.  Wallace  in  his  duties  of  executive  officer,  and  Pay- 
master C.  Hellen,  who  volunteered,  on  the  scarcity  of  officers  (as  he 
had  also  done  in  the  previous  attack  of  24th  and  25th  December)  as 
my  aid  and  signal  officer. 

Surgeon  P.  S.  Wales,  assisted  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  J. 
O'Callaghan,  were  indefatigable  in  their  attention  to  the  wounded  of 
the  squadron  that  were  sent  on  board  for  transportation  north. 

I  enclose  gunner's  return  of  ammunition  expended  and  report  of 
Lieutenant  S.  H.  Hunt  of  the  conduct  of  his  detachment  on  shore,  with 
list  of  casualties  of  the  party  in  that  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 
CapUiin^  V,  8.  Xavy, 

Eear- Admiral  D.  1).  Pobteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron j  FUiyHhip  Malvern, 


Beport  of  Lieat«xiant  Hunt,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  asaaalting  party  from  tho  U.  8.  8.  Fort 

Jaokflon. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 
Off  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  January  l(i^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  officers  and  men  composing 
the  landing  party  from  this  ship  to  storm  Fort  Fisher  conducted  them- 
selves in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

The  marines  of  the  FortJackHon  came  with  my  party  when  tiie  charge 
was  made,  and  the  rebel  officer  who  was  on  the  ramparts  cheering  his 
men  was  deliberately  shot  by  one  of  them. 

My  party  was  among  the  front  line  when  w«  were  forced  by  the 
withering  fire  of  the  enemy  to  retreat. 

I  enclose  herewith  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  (>'C'allaj»^liaii-s  re[)ortof 
the  casualties  of  our  party. 
Very  respectfully  submitte<l. 

Symmes  11.  Hpnt, 
TAeu tenant,  T.  <S'.  Nary^ 
Commandimi  Landhuj  Party  of  the  U,  8.  S.  Fort  'Jackson, 

Captain  H.  F.  Sands,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S,  8,  Fort  Jackson. 
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Heport  of  Acting  AwUtant  Surgeon  (yCallaghan,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  casualties  in  the  assault- 
ing party  from  the  U.  8.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  8.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 
OffNeic  Inletj  North  Carolina^  January  16^  1805. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  list  of  casualties  to 
the  men  of  this  vessel  while  storming  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th  of  Jan 
uary,  1865: 


Name.  Kate. 


RemarkH. 


JaniesMcGratli  .. 

Lonis  Keiuig 

PhiUpArDoia 

JohnHines 

John  Miller 

Henry  Seigle 

WmiamMarsilen. 

Julias  Flinty 

Albert  WrekH 

John  Hnfihtt 

Augngtus  ScbeDk 


Private  of  marines !  Killed. 

Corporal  of  niariDo« '  Shot,  ri£bt  Bbmilder. 

do Shot,  left  leg. 

Private  of  mnrinefi |         I>o. 

do ^.'  Shot,  left  arm. 

Quarter  gunner Shot  in  the  head. 

Ouarternia8t«r Shot  in  the  rif^ht  nhoulder. 

Seaman Shot,right  leg. 

do Do. 

do Shot,  right  foot. 

Landsman Shot  in  right  shoulder. 


Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  J.  O'Callaghan, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  U,  S,  Navy, 
Lieutenant  S.  H.  Hunt,  U,  S.  Navy, 

U,  8.  8,  Fort  Jackson^  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Beport  of  Commander  Clits,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S,  Osceola, 
Cape  Fear  River j  North  Carolina,  January  17, 1865, ■ 

Admiral  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  under  my  command  on  the  13th,  14th,  15th,  and 
16th  instant: 

Our  station,  as  per  plan,  was  the  third  vessel  in  line  No.  3,  com- 
manded by  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson. 

On  the  13th  we  were  employed  in  landing  troops  and  stores,  covering 
the  skirmishers,  and  now  and  then  shelling  the  woods. 

On  the  14th  employed  in  landing  stores  and  artillery  and  supplying 
the  monitors  with  ammunition  and  projectiles. 

On  the  15th,  in  compliance  with  signal,  landed  a  storming  party 
composed  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Merry,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Thomas 
Kogers,  24  sailors,  and  13  marines.  At  about  noon  got  underway  in 
obedience  to  signal,  stood  toward  Mound  fort,  and  at  about  1  p.  m. 
opened  lire  on  the  said  fort.  As  we  were  about  anchoring  ahead  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jadmm,  a  shell  from  that  fort  (150-pounder)  struck 
us,  entering  the  cabin,  and  exploded,  some  of  the  fragments  going 
through  the  opposite  side  of  the  ship  and  demolishing  the  cabin  in 
toto.  At  one  time  we  were  on  fire,  but  soon  succeeded  in  extinguishing 
it.  At  dark  ceased  tiring  and  remained  in  our  position  during  the 
night. 

On  the  IGth  entered  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and  anchored  close  to  the 
Mound  fort.     Sent  out  boats  to  sound  and  drag  for  tor]>edoe8. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  forward  1(K>- pounder  Parrott  is  badly  cracked 
in  two  places,  which  renders  it  unfit  for  further  service. 
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I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  of[i(*er8  and  crew  did  their  duty  to  iny 
entire  satisfaction . 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  casualties,  injuries,  and  tiie  amount 
of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbe, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqtiadron^  off  Fort  Finher^  N,  C. 


Beport  of  Aitiftant  Snxgeon  Winilow,  U.  8.  Nayy,  re^rding  oaraalties  on  tho  IT.  8.  8.  Oioeola. 

IJ.  S.  8.  Osceola, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1H65, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  hai>- 
pened  to  this  steamer's  crew.  The  wounds  are  all  gunshot,  and  were 
received  on  shore  during  the  charge  on  Fort  Fisher,  the  loth  instant 
I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  accidents  on  board  this  steamer 
during  the  engagement: 

Keiuarka. 

I  " 
Both  ill ighH;  Heriniia. 
Jiifiht  thigh :  Marions. 
Kigbtchoek:  Mlight. 


Nune. 

R»t«. 

John  F.  Merrv 

Acting  ensign 

WUllaiii  Williams   

Marine 

Thunifttf  MoDermot 

LauUsuian 

IlespectfuUy,  etc., 

George  F.  Winslow, 
Asnistant  Surgeon,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oaceola. 


Report  of  Lieuteiuuit  Weidmmn,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  damages  ■ustained  by  the  U.  8.  8. 

Oioeola. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  /.sy;.;. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  statement  of  damages  sustained!  during  the 
action  of  the  13th,  14tli,  15th,  and  10th  instant: 

A  shell,  8upiM)aed  to  have  been  a  150.p<)under  ritie,  passed  through 
the  starboard  side  of  the  vessel  abaft  the  port  for  the  pivot  gun  aft, 
passing  into  the  cabin  and  there  bursting,  destroying  all  the  light  join* 
erwork  and  injuring  the  spar  and  berth  decks.  Pieces  of  the  shell 
passed  through  the  opposite  side. 

In  transiH)rting  artillery  from  transports  the  copper  was  wrenched  ott' 
the  first  launch. 

The  forward  pivot  gun,  after  sustaining  over  fifty  nmnds,  was  cracked 
in  two  places  and  became  useless. 

The  hull  of  the  vessel  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  considerably  shatti*red, 
the  vessel  l(»aking  <iuite  freely. 


Very  respectfully  submitted. 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Osceola, 


John  Weidman, 
TAeutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
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Beport  of  Aetiiig  Chmner  Bndyn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regaiding  expenditiire  of  ammimitioii  on  the 

U.  S.  S.  OtoeoU. 

U.  8.  S.  Osceola, 
Netc  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17 ^  1S65. 
SiB:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  ammunition  expended  from 
the  13th  to  tbe  10th  instant,  inclusive: 

IX-inch  shells  (lO-second) 30 

IX-inch  shells  (5-second) 6 

lOO-ponnder  shells,  Schenkle  percussion 77 

IX-inch  solid  shot 5 

IX-inoh  (irrapMliot  (for  buoys) 18 

100-i)ouiider  charges  powder,  10  pounds ^ 52 

lOO-ponnder  charges  nowder,  7  pounds 25 

IX-inch  charges  powder,  10  pounds 41 

Qnill  primers 140 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Bbeslyn, 

Acting  Gunner. 
Ck>mmander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  U,  8.  S.  Osceola. 


Beport  of  Acting  Gmmer  Breilyn,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  artioles  miwing  from  the  gunner's 

departinent. 

U.  8.  S.  Osceola, 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 
SiB :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  articles  lost  and  missing  from 
the  gunner's  department  since  the  first  attack  on  the  rebel  batteries  up 
to  this  date: 

December  26,  1864. — Two  hand  grapnels,  1  revolver,  2  wood  axes,  2 
battle  axes,  9  waist  belts  and  cartridge  boxes. 
January  15  to  17, 1865,  inclusive. — ^Ten  revolvers,  2  cutlasses. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.   C.   BllESLYN, 

Acting  Gunner, 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  U.  8.  Nayy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Sassacns. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 
Ca])e  Fear  Rivei^  North  Carolina,  January  Iff,  1865. 

Stk  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  recent  operations  of  the 
fleet  under  your  coiinnand  against  the  enemy's  works.  Fort  Fisher  and 
others  at  the  oastern  entrance,  this  vessel  took  part  as  follows: 

On  the  13th,  boats  employed  landing  our  troops;  the  vessel  shelling 
the  woods  ahead  of  the  skirmishing  line. 

14th,  boats  and  working  parties  engaged  landing  artillery  and  pio- 
visions  for  the  army,  and  supplying  ordnance  stores  to  the  monitors. 

15tli,  in  obedience  to  signal,  sent  an  armed  force  of  3(J  men,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  William  H.  Mayer,  to  report  for  duty  to  the  flagship. 
At  no<ni  in  position  assigned  by  chart  plan  of  the  battle,  anchored,  and 
engaged  the  enemy,  firing  234  IX-inch  shell  with  good  effect.  About 
9  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  the  enemy  having  surrendered.    Mr.  Mayer  and 
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his  men  joined  the  expedition  to  assault  the  sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher.  I 
have  to  regret  the  loss  of  li  men  killed  and  3  wounded,  of  the  number 
sent  from  this  vessel.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  throughout  the  entire  work  was  such  as 
to  merit  my  approbation  and  would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master,  Acting  Ensign 
William  H.  Mayer,  for  gallantry  while  under  tire  of  the  enemy  at  the 
time  of  the  assault  by  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
I Aeutenant' Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  1).  Pobtbb,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Com7nanding  North  A  tluntie  Squudron, 


Baport  of  Aoting  Aitiitant  Siurgwm  MoFhenon,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  oaiualtiM  on  the  U.  S.  S. 


U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 
Gape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolinaj  January  ISj  1865, 
SiB:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  that  occurred  .January 
15  and  10: 

Killed. — Barney  Lafferty,  landsman,  whilst  making  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher. 

Wounded. — William  Murphy,  seaman,  wounded  in  foot  slightly; 
Oeorge  Browning,  landsman,  wounded  in  left  side,  musket  ball,  severely, 
sent  to  hospital;  William  8cott,  sailmaker\s  mate,  wounded  in  foot,  do 
not  know  the  extent  of  injury,  as  he  was  sent  to  hospital  ship. 

January  16. — Killed  by  explosion  in  magazine  of  Fort  Fisher,  William 
Fairbanks,  landsman. 

Minsiny. — William  Baker,  landsman;  was  in  the  fort  when  the  mag- 
azine exploded,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  kiUe<l. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  K.  McrHERSoN, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Lieutc^nant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Sassacus. 


Bei>ort  of  Acting  Eniign  Wood,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  aHaolting  party  from  the  U.  S.  & 

Chippewa. 

U.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 
Cape  Fear  River^  North  Carolina,  January  — ,  1H65. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedieinre  to  your  orders  of 
the  15th  instiint,  at  9  a.  m.  I,  in  charge  of  the  launch,  with  a  crew  of  15 
men,  armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  proceeded  to  the  tiagship 
Malvern  to  report  for  duty  as  part  of  the  storming  party,  but  if  I  found 
all  the  boats  going  ashore,  to  follow  them,  which  I  (iid,  and  landed 
through  the  surf  safely,  leaving  two  men  in  charge  of  the  launch  as 
boat  keepers.  Soon  after.  Acting  Ensign  William  H.  DeCirosse  from 
this  vessel,  landed  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter  and  7  men  armed.  We 
left  no  boat  keepers  with  the  cutter,  but  hauled  her  up  on  the  beach 
and  organized  our  men,  20  in  number,  and  joined  the  third  division, 
under  command  of ,  and  by  1 :  30  p.  m.  we  were  <irawn  up  in 
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line  of  battle,  the  third  division  in  the  rear.  It  was  then  that  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter's  orders  were  read  to  us,  and  asnenr  as  I  can  remeuiber,it 
was  3  p.  m.  when  we  made  our  advance.  While  marching  up  the  beach 
our  line  being  changed  into  columns,  the  marines  pastscd  us  next  to  the 
water  on  the  double-quick,  going  toward  Fort  Fisher.  The  enemy's 
bullets  began  to  pick  off  our  men,  and  the  order  was  given  for  us  to  lie 
down,  and  I  think  that  some  of  our  men  were  wounded  then.  Soon 
after  the  order  was  given  to  advance  and  we  started  on  the  double- 
quick  and  advance  (to  the  best  of  my  knowledge)  within  800  yards  of 
Fort  Fisher,  when  the  order  was  again  given  to  halt,  and  we  got  under 
cover  as  much  as  possible.  This  was  what  the  men  needed,  for  we  were 
out  of  breath.  Soon  after  the  order  was  again  given  to  (charge,  and 
with  revolvers  in  one  hand  and  cutlasses  in  the  other  we  made  the 
charge,  the  Chippewa^s  men  keeping  in  good  order,  Mr.  DeGrosse  on 
the  left  and  myself  on  the  right.  It  was  near  the  stockade  that  our 
ranks  were  thinned  so  badly.  I  saw  that  the  men  began  to  waver  and 
that  there  were  but  few  men  ahead  of  our  little  party,  when  I  turned  to 
urge  my  men  on.  William  McGill  was  close  to  me,  bearing  our  liag 
bravely,  and  Mr.  DeGrosse  a  little  in  the  rear  with  his  sword  waving 
high  in  the  air,  shouting  to  the  men  to  come  on.  Here  is  where  our 
lines  were  broken,  and  I  wondered  where  our  men  were,  but  still  kept 
going  on  parallel  with  the  stockades,  which  are  built  from  the  beach  up 
to  the  fort.  There  was  an  opening  in  the  stockade  which  we  made  for, 
and  it  was  here  I  passed  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker  in  this 
opening,  shouting  for  the  men  to  come  on.  When  I  ])a8sed  through 
this  opening  there  were  5  men  ahead  of  me — William  McGill,  Eichard 
Gallagher,  John  Wilson,  and  2  other  men  (not  of  our  ship).  I  wish 
I  knew  the  brave  fellows'  names;  one  of  them  was  shot.  It  was  here 
that  I  heard  voices  saying,  *'They  are  retreating,"  and  turning  around 
saw  the  marines  and  bluejackets  on  the  retreat,  and  then  came  out  of 
this  opening  and  went  about  50  feet  up  the  other  side  of  the  stockade, 
and  when  1  saw  no  one  following  me,  I  retreated  to  get  behind  a  pile  of 
sand  which  was  thrown  up  at  the  opening  in  the  stockades.  The  stock- 
ades were  about  12  feet  high,  and  were  on  a  line  up  from  the  beach  in 

this  form:   1 and  it  was  through  this  opening  we  tried  to  enter, 

but  it  was  loo  hot.  The  parapet  of  the  fort  seemed  to  be  lined  with 
men,  and  one  rebel  officer  stood  up  there  clapping  his  hands,  singing 

out  to  his  men,  to  kill  the  Yankee .    Our  sailors  had  but  few 

rifles  with  them,  and  we  could  not  return  the  lire,  even  one  shot  for  one 
hundred.  I  was  completely  exhausted,  for  we  had  made  a  long  charge. 
I  crawled  in  back  of  the  stockade,  and  there  1  found  about  00  otti(;er8 
and  men  throwing  up  sand  against  the  stoi^kade  for  protection.  I  Joined 
the  number  and  commenced  throwing  u])  sand  also,  and  it  seemed  that 
for  every  handful  of  sand  thrown  up  tliere  were  ten  bullets  came.  I 
found  there  of  the  Chippewa's  men,  Hubert  Peters,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
McNeil,  and  Richard  Gallagher.  I  have  since  learned  that  Jolin  Wil- 
son was  there,  but  down  to  the  end  of  the  stockade  with  Lieutenant 
Lamson,  who  lay  there  wounded  in  the  arm.  When  dark  set  in  we 
retreated  down  tiie  beach  one  by  one,  and  with  my  4  men  we  picked 
up  a  wounded  sailor,  bringing  him  down  the  beach  with  us  to  the  hos- 
pital, which  was  about  halfway  from  the  Half  Moon  battery  to  Fort 
Fisher,  Leaving  the  hospital  I  fell  in  with  3  or  4  more  of  my  men,  and 
falling  in  with  one  of  our  commanding  oflicers,  I  was  ordered  to  take 
my  men  and  go  down  to  army  headquarters,  which  I  did,  and  there 
found  i\Ir.  Delirosse,  who  told  me  of  our  loss  and  informed  me  that  he 
had  sent  all  our  wounded  men  off  to  the  shipping,  who  were:  An<7:* -w 
Robinson,  William  Sullivan,  Otto  Nemetz,  and  Thomas  Williams. 
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At  the  couclusion,  Hir,  I  can  Dot  help  8i)eaking  of  Acting  Ensign 
DeGrosse,  who  <iid  all  in  his  power  to  rally  the  men,  and  urj^e  them  on. 
If  he  had  been  placed  at  the  head,  I  presume  that  nothing  but  a  bullet 
would  have  stopped  him  short  of  the  parapets  of  the  fort,  and  also  men- 
tion with  tlie  before-mentioned  names:  Thomas  H.  Goldey  (landsman), 
William  Wilson  (captain  of  fore),  and  Anthony  Barnes  (landsman). 

I  am  sorry  to  s^iy  that  we  lost  4  men  by  the  explosion  which  took  place 
shortly  after  daylight,  viz,  Hubert  Peters  (master-at-arms),  James 
Kelley  (seaman),  William  Jones  (seaman),  and  John  Welsh  (ordinary 
seanuin). 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  H.  Wood, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edwabd  E.  Potteb, 

Commanding  &,  S.  8.  Chippewa, 


Seport  of  lientenant-Commuider  Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regaiding  oanudtiet  on  the  U.  8.  8. 

Chippewa. 

U.  8.  8.  Chippewa, 
Off  New  Inletj  North  Carolina,  January  16, 1865. 
SiB:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  from  this  vessel: 


Nfttne. 


JameBKelley 

John  Welih 

Andrew  Robinson. 

Wm.SulUvnu 

Otto  Neniets 

Hubert  Peteni 

Wm.  Jones 


Rate.  Remarks. 


Seaman '  Killed. 

Ordlnarv  seaman Do. 

Coxswain Severely  wounded. 

Landsman Do. 

....do Do. 

Master-at-arms Missing. 

,  Seaman ,         Do. 

I  I 


The  wounded  were  wounded  at  the  charge. 

Robinson  and  Sullivan  were  sent  on  board  some  other  vessels  last 
night;  1  can  not  yet  tind  which. 

Nemetz  was  brought  on  board  this  morning  and  pronounced  by  the 
surgeon  to  be  slightly  wounded;  now  discovered  to  be  unfit  for  duty 
for  some  time. 

Kelley  and  Welsh  were  killed  by  the  explosion  at  the  fort  and  their 
bodies  buried  by  our  men. 

Peters  and  Jones  I  suppose  to  have  been  also  killed  by  the  explosion. 
Their  bodies  have  not  been  recovered. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potier, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Haratania. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

New  Inlet,  January  18,  ISd'). 
Sir:   I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  the  assault  made  on   Fort 
Fisher  on  the  15th  and  16th  instant  the  following  officers  and  men  from 
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this  vess;el  were  employed  in  the  third  division :  Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge;  Acting  Master  Wood,  in  charge  of  landing  party,  was 
slightly  wounded,  bat  not  enough  to  incapacitate  him  for  duty ;  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Alger  had  his  right  arm  broken ;  Acting  Ensign  Growell 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Grossman  escaped  un wounded,  and  returned 
with  men  under  their  command  intact.  I  would  state  that  we  had 
engaged  4  ofScers  and  38  men  and  9  marines,  with  4  boats. 

Enclosed,  the  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition,  surgeon's  report, 
and  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  Wood  and  Acting  Ensign  Growell. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oG^dient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  B.  D.  Porter, 

Oammanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Aitiitant  Surgeon  HunUton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  oasoaltiet  on  the  U.  8.  8. 

Karatanza. 

U.  S.  8.  Maratanza, 
Off  Gapn  Fear  River j  North  Carolina^  January  ISy  1865. 
Sir  :  [  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  as  having 
occurred  to  this  ship's  company  during  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Fisher 
and  its  defenses: 

Acting  Master  James  B.  Wood,  jr.,  received  a  flesh  wound  of  the  side 
over  the  seventh  rib  and  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  the  result  of  a 
rifle  ball. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  H.  Alger  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the 
arm,  passing  through  and  resulting  in  the  fracture  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  humerus. 

Private  Gharles  Sullivan,  of  the  Marine  Gorps,  was  struck  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell,  producing  a  slight  contusion  of  the  thigh. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  W.  Hamilton, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wood,  IT.  8.  Nayy,  commanding  asianlting  party  from  the  IT.  8.  8. 

Maratann. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Cape  Fear  River ^  January  17^  186:"). 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  in  relation  to 
the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  15th,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  the 
vessel  in  charge  of  3  officers,  9  privates,  and  38  men,  and  reported  to 
the  flagship.  From  there  I  was  ordered  to  land  on  the  beach  about  2 
miles  N.  E.  of  Fort  Fisher.  On  arriving  there  I  formed  my  company 
with  the  third  division,  except  20  men,  whom  I  was  ordered  to  send  to 
the  front  as  sappers,  and  the  privates  to  join  the  privates,  after  which 
we  all  marched  a  few  rods  to  the  interior.  After  remaining  there  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  receiving  our  instnictions  from  our  divi- 
sional officer,  we  marched  with  the  other  divisions  toward  the  fort. 
When  within  about  a  half  mile  from  it  we  halted  on  the  beach  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  musketry  from  the  fort,  as 
several  of  the  men  had  been  wounded.  We  remained  there  about  one- 
half  hour,  when  the  order  was  given  to  advance  farther  on.    Every 
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offi(*er  and  man  did  so  at  a  doable-quick  time  until  wo  reached  to  a 
stockade  which  led  toward  the  fort,  under  a  very  severe  Are  ot*  musketry 
and  a  little  grape  or  canister  at  the  same  time.  Notwithstanding  that, 
and  the  killed  and  wounded,  our  men  kept  bravely  on,  with  the  firing 
increasing.  VVlien  within  a  few  yards  from  the  fort  the  men  stopped, 
as  the  musketry  was  too  severe.  Encouragement  from  myself  and  other 
officers  from  my  company  was  no  use,  when  all  at  once  everybody  started 
back  up  the  beach  under  a  very  severe  fire  of  musketry,  errai)e,  etc., 
from  the  enemy's  works.  I,  with  my  otiier  officers,  got  8  men  to  make 
the  second  attack,  being  all  I  could  get.  The  attack  being  given  up, 
we  intrenched,  per  order,  for  the  night. 

The  casualties  are  myself,  slightly  wounded  in  the  chest;  William 
H.  Alger,  arm  fractured.  My  officers,  J.  W.  Cn>well,  acting  ensign; 
William  II.  Alger,  master's  mate;  Charles  H.  Grossman,  master's  mate, 
and  men,  behaved  bravely. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Wood, 
Actimj  Master^  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Commanding, 


Seport  of  Acting  Endgn  Crowell,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  operationi  of  the  aseanlting  party 

from  the  U.  S.  8.  Ibratania. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River ^  January  17 y  ISfhi, 
Sir:  I  most  respectfully  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of 
this  month,  while  making  the  assjiult  on  the  front  of  Fort  Fisher,  the 
officers  and  men  from  this  8hip  made  the  charge  in  a  most  brave  and 
gallant  style,  getting  in  advance  of  the  third  division  under  a  terrific 
and  efllective  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  when  close  ui>  to  the  muzzle  of 
their  guns  1  noticed  a  sudden  and  universal  retreat  of  all  our  force. 
I  used  every  exertion  to  rally  them  and  charge  again,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  from  our  divisional  commander,  Lieutenant-Commander  T,  O. 
Selfridge,  when,  finding  the  attempt  unsuccessfuKand  being  left  nearly 
alone,  I  retreated,  in  company  with  Captain  Selfridge.  In  the  evening 
our  men  were  engaged  in  picking  up  the  wounded.  On  the  10th  Ave 
returned  to  the  ship. 

During  the  assault  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Wood,  jr.,  commanding  our 
detachment  of  men,  was  slightly  wounded  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
W.  H.  Alger  was  severely  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Crowell, 

Acting  Knsign. 
Lieutenant-Commander  (Ieorge  W,  Young, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Maratanza, 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  IT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Maratanza. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  Fehmarg  if,  isan. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  thnt  in  the  assjiult  made  on  Fort 

Fisher  on  the  15th  and  lOth  of  January  last  the  following:  officers  and 

men  belongin^if  to  this  vessel  were  en^ap^ed,  being  detailed  for  service 

with   the  third  division:     Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  Acting 
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Master  James  B.Wood,  in  charge  of  party,  Acting  Ensign  Joseph  W. 
Crowell,  Acting  Master^s  Mates  William  U.  Alger  and  C.  H.  Grossman, 
with  9  marines  and  38  men  (four  boats^  crews). 

Acting  Master  James  B.  Wood  was  slightly  woanded  in  the  chest, 
and  Acting  Masters  Mate  William  H.  Alger  had  his  right  arm  broken, 
so  as  to  necessitate  his  being  sent  north  to  Norfolk  hospital.  Acting 
Master  J.  B.  Wood,  in  his  report,  speaks  in  the  higest  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command.  Acting  Ensign  Growell  and 
Acting  Master^s  Mate  Grossman  escaped  unhurt,  and  returned  to  the 
vessel  with  their  men  intact.  Gharles  Sullivan  (marine)  was  slightly 
wounded.  Attached  please  find  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  and 
expenditure  of  ammunition  in  the  gunner's  department.  I  am  induced 
to  make  this  second  report,  understanding  that  the  former  was  not 
received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geobgb  W.  Young, 
JAeutenant'Oonimanderj  U,  8.  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Commander  Trenchard,  U.  8.  VaTj,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  laland. 

U.  S.  S.  Ehode  Island, 
At  Sea  J  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  would  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Rhode  Island  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and 
Federal  Point  batteries: 

We  got  underway  at  9:30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  with  the  third 
division ;  took  up  position  near  the  shore  to  the  eastward  of  Fort 
Fisher.  At  10  a.  m.,  to  cover  the  landing  party,  anchored,  and 
dispatched  boats  to  the  transports  to  assist  in  landing  troops,  pro- 
visions, and  ammunition. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  engaged  in  landing  troops,  horses, 
and  artillery. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  instant,  dispatched  Acting  Master  Zera  L. 
Tanner  and  Acting  Ensign  Lemuel  Pope  in  charge  of  boats,  to  assist 
in  landing  siege  guns.  At  10  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  signal,  sent  Lieutenant 
Frederick  K.  Smith  in  charge  of  marines  and  a  party  of  sailors,  accom- 
panied by  Acting  Ensign  Nichols  Pratt  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Edward  E.  Bradbury,  to  participate  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  position,  engaging  the  enemy's 
works  to  the  southward  of  Fort  Fisher,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard 
battery  of  seven  guns,  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  until  3  p.  m.,  when 
the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing;  soon  after  the  assaulting  party 
was  seen  on  tlie  ramparts  of  the  fort,  and  our  fiags  were  seen  waving 
over  its  walls.  The  firing  was  resumed  upon  signal  being  made  to  fire 
on  the  Mound  battery,  its  guns  being  turned  on  the  assaulting  party. 

The  Rhode  Island  went  into  action  with  nearly  one-half  of  her  com- 
plement, a  party  being  engaged  in  landing  siege  guns  for  the  army, 
the  importance  of  which  service  has  been  duly  acknowledged  by  the 
general  in  charge,  and  another  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew,  with 
Lieutenant  F.  R.  Smith,  were  connected  with  the  storming  jiarty. 

Acting  Master  Charles  O'Neil,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Smith 
in  charge  of  the  storming  party  from  this  vessel,  acted  as  executive 
officer  during  the  action,  which,  in  addition  to  his  own  duty,  he  dis- 
charged with  special  credit. 
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Actiuf]^  Ensign  Robert  O.  Lanfare,  the  only  divisional  officer  on 
board,  merits  praise,  lighting  his  own  gun  and  exentising  a  8ui>ervi8ion 
over  the  others. 

Acting  Master's  Mates  Richard W. Wallace,  John  P.Fisher,  Henry 
R.  Gardiner,  and  George  H.  Appleton  deserve  special  mention  for  the 
good  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  handled. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  A(!ting  Chief  Engineer 
John  F.  McOutchen  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  the  engine  was 
worked  during  the  iiction,  and  further  aid  rendered  by  himself  ami 
assistants. 

Assistant  Paymaster  William  Lee  Darling  acted  as  m}-  aid  during 
the  engagement  and  rendered  himself  very  useful  in  communicating 
the  necessary  orders. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Edward  H.  Bingham  deserves  mention  for  his 
promptness  in  looking  up  our  wounded  alter  the  assault  and  bringing 
on  board  for  treatment  all  those  whose  wounds  would  iulmit  of  their 
being  moved,  thereby  making  more  room  on  the  hospital  vessel  for  the 
more  serious  cases. 

Captain's  Clerk  Langdon  S.  liogers  deserves  mention  for  the  zealous 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  signal  oflicer  on  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  during  the  action  of  the  24th  of  December. 

Paymaster's  01erk  William  J.  Bennett,  in  charge  of  i)owder  division, 
merits  a  favorable  mention  for  the  careful  iind  prompt  manner  in  which 
the  divisions  were  served. 

Credit  is  due  to  the  gupner,  Henry  Hamilton,  for  the  dispatch  with 
which  the  ammunition  was  delivered  from  the  magazines  and  shell 
rooms. 

1  take  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  Charles  H. 
Foy,  signal  quartermaster,  not  only  for  his  services  during  the  action, 
but  for  his  uniform  good  conduct  and  long  and  faithful  services.  He 
has  been  in  the  naval  service  upward  of  twenty  years,  over  three  of 
which  have  been  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

I  would  further  add  that  very  great  cre<iit  is  due  to  the  crew.  Al- 
though shorthanded  and  having  an  extra  gun  on  the  starboard  side, 
the  battery  was  worked  well  and  rendered  very  good  service.  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  casualties  on  board.  I  enclose  here- 
with the  report  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  together  with  a  list  of  the  rasual- 
ties  in  the  storming  ])arty  from  this  vessel;  also  the  gunner's  report  of 
ammunition  expended  during  the  engagement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 

Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  lioatenant  Smith,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  commanding  aataolting  party  from  tho  TJ.  8. 8.  Rhode 

Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Off  WilmingUmj  N,  6\,  Januajry  16j  1865. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  boat  expe- 
dition from  this  ship,  fitted  and  armed  in  coniplianc^e  with  Admiral 
Porter's  general  order  to  operate  against  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  morning  of  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  from 
the  flagship,  armed  and  equipped  lirst  and  second  cutters  and  Scar- 
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pion  and  reported  to  the  admiral;  was  ordered  to  land  and  report  to 
Lieatenant-Oommander  K.  E.  Breese.  I  landed  and  reported,  and  was 
ordered  to  send  the  marine  guard  to  the  captain  of  marines  in  charge 
of  marine  battalion  and  put  my  men  in  line  with  the  second  division  on 
the  left  of  the  Gettysburg's  crew.  After  getting  into  line  by  divisions 
we  advanced  in  columns  of  companies  to  within  1,200  yards  of  the  fort, 
where  we  were  formed  into  one  grand  division  and  marched  u])  the 
beach  by  the  left  Hank  until  within  800  yards  of  the  fort,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  lie  down.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  2:45  p.  m., 
when  we  received  the  order  to  charge.  We  advanced  at  double-quick, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  grape,  to  the  stockade,  and  then 
filed  to  the  right  and  charged  the  sea  face  of  the  fort.  We  were 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss;  retreated  down  the  beach,  and  sent  my 
wounded  men  to  the  hospital  ship. 

Received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  the  army  line,  where  an 
attack  was  expected,  to  render  all  assistance  possible  to  our  picket  line, 
now  somewhat  weakened. 

Our  line  was  not  disturbed  during  the  night.  At  6  a.  ni.  I  embarked 
and  returned  to  the  ship.  The  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
behaved  splendidly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frkd.  R.  Smith, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  8.  D.  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Kavy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island. 


Report  of  AMistant  BuigeTii  BiBghun,  U.  8.  Hayy,  regarding  catnalties  on  the  IT.  8.  8.  Bhode 

Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Off  Wilmington^  Janu^ary  16,  1805, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  storm 
ing  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  afternoon  of  January  15,  1865 : 


Name. 


Bate. 


Kemarka. 


Jeremiah  Coonie —    Chief  boatswain's 

Patrick  Harringtou    Landamau 

John  B.  Maury '  Ordinary  aeaman  . 

John  Daisy Marine 


Harry  Devoy Ordinary  seaman 


Landsman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman  . 

....do.. 

Landsman 


John  Sullivan 

Fred  Archer 

Austin  Buckley 

Charles  Wilnon 

Stephen  D.Tripp... 


Gunshot  wound  lett  shoulder  and  left  chest. 

Gunshot  wound  left  wrist. 

Gunshot  wound  right  buttock. 

Gunshot  wound,  amputating  middle,  ring,  and  little 

fingers,  left  hand. 
Gunshot  wound  through  fleshy  part  of  throat  in 

front  of  trachea. 
Abrasion  of  right  hand. 
Gunshot  wound  fleshy  part  of  right  thigh. 
Abrasion  of  left  shoulder. 
Missing. 
Do. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  B.  Bingham, 
Assistant  8urgeon, 
Commander  Stephen  D.  Trenohabd, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island. 
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Beport  of  Onnner  Hamilton,  U.  S.  Nayy,  ragardixig  expenditure  of  ammimition  on  the  U.  S.  8. 

Bhode  Iiland. 

U.  S.  8.  Rhode  Island, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  January  16j  1865. 

Sib:  I  respectfully  forward  the  reiwrt  of  aminunition  expended  in 
the  attack  ou  Fort  Fisher  and  other  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  Gape 
Fear  River,  N.G.: 

IX-incli  shells 94 

Vlll-inch  shells 136 

30- poander  shells 69 

12-pouiider  shells 3 

Total  roiindH 302 

'  Very  resi)ectfully,  H.  Hamilton, 

Gunner. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Cnihing,  U.  S.  HTavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Montioello. 

U.  S.  S.  Montioello, 
Off  Wilmington^  January  17,  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the 
actions  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instants,  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
the  harbor  defenses  of  Wilmington,  the  loss  of  foreign  supplies  to  the 
rebels,  and  the  ruin  of  those  holding  the  Anglo  rebel  loan : 

On  the  13th  and  14th  the  Montivello  assisted  in  guarding  the  troops 
in  landing  and  advancing.  On  the  15th  instant,  by  your  order,  I  took 
position  close  in  by  the  fort  and  shelled  the  rebel  privateer  Chickamauga 
and  three  transport  steamers  from  their  position  in  the  river,  thus  pre- 
venting the  landing  of  reinforcements  for  the  garrison.  The  sliip^s 
guns  were  then  turned  on  the  fort  and  used  with  efl'ect  throughout 
the  day. 

At  noon  I  landed  with  40  men  from  this  vessel  to  take  part  in  the 
naval  iissault  on  Fort  Fisher.  My  men  and  those  of  Lieutenant  Porter, 
of  the  Malvern,  led  the  advance  of  the  storming  party.  The  marines 
did  not  clear  the  parapet  of  the  fort,  as  anti(npati»d,  hence  the  assault 
failed.  ( )ur  sailors  were  close  under  the  walls,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy 
tire,  since  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  been  drawn  to  that  point  to 
resist  wliat  they  sui>posed  to  be  the  weiglit  of  tlie  attack.  We  were 
forced  to  fall  back  with  the  loss  of  many  of  our  best  oflicers  and  men, 
but  not  before  the  army,  through  its  own  gallantry  and  our  diversion 
in  its  favor,  had  (»rt*ect<Hl  a  lodgment  that  secured  subseciuent  success. 
Then,  fin<ling  myself  apparently  senior  officer,  I  rallied  as  many  sailors 
and  marines  as  possible,  and  at  night  placed  them  in  the  trenches,  as 
requested  by  (leneral  Terry,  thus  relieving  some  regiments  that  went 
to  the  front.  In  this  I  was  greatly  assisted  by  your  son,  Secretary 
Porter,  and  by  Lieutenant  Woodward,  of  the  Minncftota.  Acting  Ensign 
Daniel  W.  Lakin,  of  this  vessel,  behaved  gallantly  and  rendered  matc^rial 
aid.  My  loss  during  the  day  consisted  of  4  killed  and  4  wounded. 
T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  CusniN(i, 
LienU'na  nt-  Commander. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Pouter, 

Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantie  JSqtiadron,  U.  S,  H.  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Monticello,  Lieutenant  Cnihing,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  13,  186 fj. — At  9:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Half  Moon  bat- 
tery. From  meridian  to  4  x^.  m.  the  Ironsides  and  three  monitors 
engaging  the  fort.  At  lip.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  cover 
the  troops;  stack  iu  the  breakers  and  backed  off. 

Jamiary  15. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  the  monitors  engaging  the  fort.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Shelling  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:40  i>.  m.  a  premature 
explosion  took  place  of  the  starboard  IX-inch  gun,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  the  following  men:  Eandolph  Furgison  [or  Fungison]  (cap- 
tain of  after  guard),  Shadarack  Hutchinson  (landsman),  Zachariah 
Gresham  (landsman),  and  woundfug  Edward  McDonald  in  the  left 
thumb.  Sent  for  the  surgeon  of  the  Pequoty  who  came  and  amputated 
McDonald's  thumb.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Shelling  Fort  Fisher  with  the 
100-pounder  rifle.  At  5 :  30  parted  the  hawser  of  the  kedge  anchor  and 
swung  head  on  to  the  fort.  Was  unable  to  train  the  gun ;  ceased  firing. 
At  6 :  40  the  gig  returned,  bringing  Henry  Floyd  and  Philip  Tracey,  sea- 
man and  ordinary  seaman,  who  were  wounded  slightly  in  attempting  to 
storm  Fort  Fisher. 

January  16. — At  7 :  45  a.  m.  an  explosion  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher. 
At  10  called  all  hands  to  muster;  found  Joseph  Daniels,  seaman,  miss- 
ing ;  he  was  killed  and  buried  on  shore.  At  3 :  55  p.  m.  sent  three  boats 
to  drag  for  torpedoes. 


Abstract  log  of  the  H.  8.  8.  Alabama,  Acting  Yolimteer  lieutenant  Langthome,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  13, 1865. — At  anchor  off  Half  Moon  battery,  Forth  Carolina, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne  in  command.  At  2  p.  m. 
commanding  ofQcer  left  the  ship.  Sent  first  and  second  cutters  to  the 
steamer  JEliza  Holmes  to  assist  in  landing  the  intrenching  tools. 

January  14. — At  G:  30  p.  m.  steam  launch  and  second  cutter  left  the 
ship  to  assist  in  transporting  stores  from  the  ships  to  the  shore. 

January  15. — At  12:30  j^.m.  a  gun  opened  on  us  from  the  beach. 
Went  to  quarters  and  opened  fire.  At  2 :  30  ceased.  At  9  p.  m.  went 
to  quarters  and  opened  fire  with  starboard  battery  and  pivot  guns.  At 
9:30  beat  retreat.  At  10:30  the  fleet  commenced  sending  up  rockets 
and  burning  Coston's.  A  boat  from  the  Howquah  reported  that  the 
fort  had  surrendered. 

January  16. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  discharged  the  IX-inch  pivot 
and  30-pounder  Parrott  0(;casionalIy,  to  shell  the  woods.  From  4  to  8 
a.  m.,  firing  the  IX  inch  and  30-pounder  Parrott  once  every  hour. 
Espied  men  on  the  beach  apparently  trying  to  remove  a  gun.  Weighed 
anchor  and  opened  fire  upon  them.  At  II  ceased  firing  and  came  to 
anchor. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Montgomery. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 
Off  New  Inlet,  January  17, 1865, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
surrounding  batteries: 

At  9:45  a.  m.,  being  in  line  with  the  third  division,  in  obedience  to 
signal  from  the  flagship,  sent  three  boats,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
N  w  B— VOL  11 36 


562  NORTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    ftQUADRON 

W.  N.  Welles,  with  Acting  Eiisigu  Bobert  Wiley  and  Acting  Master's 
Mate  C.  n.  Neill,  with  34  men  to  take  ])art  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher. 

At  12  in.,  signal  being  made  to  the  thinl  division  to  advance  to  the 
attack,  moved  in  to  my  assigned  i)osition  in  line  of  battle  and  anchored 
bow  and  stern  in  4  fathoms  water,  with  the  Mound  fort  bearing  N.  W., 
about  1,800  yards  distant,  at  the  same  time  opening  fire  from  my  star- 
boanl  battery  on  the  Monnd  and  the  adjoining  water  batteries,  they 
resi)onding  for  a  time  very  warmly. 

At  3: 10  p.  m.  ceased  Are  in  obedience  to  signal,  our  forces  on  shore 
being  in  the  act  of  advancing  to  the  assault.  At  3 :  50  resumed  tire  at 
the  Mound  fort.  At  4:30,  having  expended  all  the  10  second  fuzes  on 
board,  and  findhig  my  5-second  fuzes  were  bursting  short,  1  got  the 
ship  underway  and  steamed  in  on  to  the  edge  of  the  bar,  where  I 
anchored  in  3  fathoms  water  and  resumed  fire,  just  reaching  the  bat- 
teries with  the  5-second  fuzes. 

At  8:30  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  having  expended  158  X-inch  shells,  230 
Ylll-inch,  and  192  30pounder  Parrott  shells. 

Ko  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  ship  during  the  action,  but  of 
those  who  took  part  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher  1  regret  to  have  to 
report  Acting  Ensign  Ilobert  Wiley  and  1  man  killed  and  4  others 
severely,  and  1  man  slightly  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  C.  Dunn, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


S«port  of  Aetlng  Ydlimtaer  Iient«nftiit  Dunn,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  eat ualties  on  the  IT.  8.  8. 

Kontgomery. 

U.  S.  JS.  MONTCrOMEHY, 

Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina,  January  KJ,  1805. 
SiE :  I  have  to  report  the  casualties  in  this  ship's  company  iis  follows : 
Killed. — liobert  Wiley,  acting  ensign;    Robert  \^.  IJarlow,  second- 
class  fireman. 

Wounded, — John  Oraham,  landsman, leg;  Alonzo (xildersleeve,  lands- 
man, le^'s;    Francis  Dugan,  quartermaster,   wrist;   Charles  Bro«?an, 
second-class  tireman,  badly  wounded  in  neck  and  breast. 
The  above  casualties  occurred  during  the  assault  of  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  C.  Dtnn, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abttraot  log  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Keyitone  State,  Commander  Rolando,  U.  8.  Navy. 

January  14,  1865. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  the  Quaker  City  got  underway  and 
stood  out  the  harbor,  but  when  on  the  bar  found  a  heavy  sea  and  re- 
turned. During  the  watch  strong  wind  from  S.  W.,  with  heavy  sea  at 
the  outer  bar.  At  11:05  the  captain  of  the  ^otrf/ua/i  came  on  board 
and  reported  that  the  pilot  refused  to  take  his  vessel  out  of  the  harbor. 

January  16. — Arrived  off  Fort  Fisher. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Quaker  City,  ComBMmder  8pioer,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

January  16, 1865. — At  1  a.  m.  anchored  in  8  fathoms  of  water.  The 
nearest  vessel  of  the  fleet  about  one- half  mile.  At  7:45  a.  m.  the 
magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  exploded.  At  8 :  20  the  batteries  near  Bald 
Head  light-house  on  fire.  Game  to  and  got  the  ship  ready  to  receive 
the  wounded.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.  flagship  made  signals.  Five  gunboats 
stood  in  through  the  channel.  At  2:  ^K)  the  admiral  stood  up  the  chan- 
nel in  a  picket  boat.  At  3  third  cutter  went  ashore  with  several  officers. 
Fi  om  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Eeceived  wounded  on  board.  At  4 :  30  the  American 
flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Fisher.    The  Malvern  fired  a  salute. 

January  17, — At  1 :  15  a.  m.  heard  several  reports  of  guns  from  back 
of  the  fort.  At  1 :  20  heard  a  very  loud  reiwrt  in  the  direction  of  the 
channel. 


Report  of  Commander  Gneet,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  loeeo. 

TJ.  S.  8.  Iosco, 
Off  Fort  Fisher  J  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
Admiral:  This  ship,  under  my  command,  on  the  13th  and  14th 
instant,  by  your  order,  covered  the  right  flank  of  the  army  and  assisted 
in  landing  troops.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  in  obedience  to  signal, 
I  landed  44  men  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  Jameson 
and  Feilberg.  Of  these,  2  were  killed  and  12  wounded  in  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Fisher.  The  names  of  the  men,  together  with  the  circum- 
stances, have  been  previously  reported. 

At  1:30  p.  m.  this  ship,  by  your  order,  took  her  station  in  the  line 
of  battle  and  directed  her  fire  at  the  Mound  with  good  effect  till  the 
surrender  of  the  works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 
Coinmandery  TJ,  8,  Navy. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Jameson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  8.  8. 

Iosco. 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  after  landing  the  men  fur  the  assault,  44 
in  all,  including  Acting  Ensign  U.  Feilberg  and  myself,  I  sent  launch 
and  first  cutter  with  two  boat  keepers  each  to  the  steamer  Oettyshurg, 
there  to  remain  until  needed.  I  formed  the  men  into  line  in  the  first 
division;  sent  7  men  with  shovels  under  charge  of  Joseph  Hinkelman 
(master  at  arms)  to  the  front  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Preston,  and  when 
there  to  assist  in  throwing  up  breastworks.  While  at  work  there  J.  S. 
Barber  (captain  of  hold)  was  killed  by  a  grapeshot  fired  from  Fort 
Fisher.  After  forming  into  column  for  charging  we  constituted  part 
of  the  second  company  of  first  division. 

In  charging,  my  men  (as  far  as  I  could  observe)  behaved  with  the 
greatest  bravery,  being  the  foremost  in  the  charge,  Mr.  Feilberg  lead- 
ing. In  the  charge  had  I  man  killed  (James  Madison,  boatswain's 
mate)  and  12  wounded,  2  severely. 
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As  soon  as  we  retreated  I  had  the  wounded  attended  to  and  sent  off 
in  the  first  cutter.  The  launch  I  had  hauled  up  on  the  beach.  Last 
night  occupied  the  trenches,  by  Captain  Breese's  orders.  This  morning 
I  saw  to  the  burial  of  our  2  killed,  and  as  soon  after  as  possible  col- 
lected the  men  and  returned  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Jameson, 
Acting  Ensign. 
Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Josco. 


Report  of  Acting  Awirtant  Snzgeon  Banoroft,  V.  8.  Kayy,  giving  lilt  of  oasoaltiM  on  th« 

V.  8.  8.  I0800. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarka. 

John  S.  Barber 

CaptAin  of  hold 

Killed. 

.IftvnAA  \fai11nAn                   .    

fioatawain'a  mate 

Do. 

^hAmiui  RAmr             

Ship's  cook 

Severely  wounded. 
Do. 

Edward  F.  Davis 

George  Ememon -,,..-,^^ ,^, 

Gunner's  mate r 

Slightly  wounded. 
Do. 

.TiivnAii'irnAtiln  dr              

Oantain  after  iriiard 

tfainefl  Edwards 

Saflmaker'a  mate 

Do. 

Qoorge  Hall 

Seaman 

Do. 

Philip  Worrishoflbr 

do 

Do. 

,r»niA||  Tjanfflev  .      ........  .t.t .....r.Ti..T 

Coxswain 

Do. 

Charles  W.Davenport 

do 

Do. 

Charles  Robinson         ..           1  Riwinsja 

Do. 

William  H.Northrui> 

1/andsman  , 

Do. 

Joaeph  Freeman 

do 

Do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KiBK  H.  Banoeoft, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  U,  S,  Navy. 
Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U,  JS,  IS.  Iosco 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Ariea,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Weill,  U.  8.  Navy. 

January  11, 1865. — At  1 :  30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 

January  12. — At  7 :  45  a.  m.  we  got  underway  with  the  fleet.  At  9  the 
lieet  formed  in  Hue  of  battle  with  the  flagship. 

January  13. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  at  anchor  with  the  fleet  off 
Fort  Fisher.  At  3:30  a.  m,  got  underway  and  stood  inshore  with  the 
fleet.  At  7 :  15  the  ^rooA)/yw  opened  tire  on  the  shore  and  woods.  At  7: 30 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba  came  in  collision  with  us,  stove  two  of  our  boats, 
and  doing  other  damage.  At  7 :  55  came  to  anchor  near  the  shore.  At 
8: 10  sent  Ave  boats  in  charge  of  an  oflicer  to  assist  in  lauding  troops. 
At  8: 30  the  ironclads  opened  flre<m  the  fort  and  continued  bombarding 
the  fort  throughout  the  watch,  the  enemy  replying  vigorously.  All  the 
transports  engaged  in  landing  tro<)[)S.  At  3  all  our  boats  returned  to 
the  ship.  At  3 :  30  sent  five  boats  to  the  steamer  Advance  for  duty,  per 
orders.  The  ironclads  bombarded  the  fort  throughout  the  watch.  At 
4: 10  p.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  up  toward  the  fort.  At 
4:30  the  Colorado  opened  fire,  the  fleet  following  close  in  the  wake,  and 
at  4 :  40  they  all  opened  fire  on  the  forts.    At  4 :  30  the  land  forces  formed 
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iQ  line  of  battle.  At  5 :  40  all  of  our  boats  retnriief I  to  th©  ship.  A t  H  the 
lleet  teased  firing.  From  6  to  8  p,  m,^  troops  tiling  a  shot  at  intervals, 
from  about  live  to  ten  minutes  throngboiit  th^  watch.  From  H  to  mid- 
uit^^ht,  the  ironrhids  tinug  occasionally,  the  enemy  replying  from  the 
fort  eveiy  half  hour, 

Januttry  1L--Xt  12:30  a,  m.  the  lirmg  ceased.  At  3:30  a,  m.  the 
iroucJails  tired  I  signal  gun.  At  5:30  sent  five  boats  in  charge  of  ofli* 
cers  to  land  provisions  for  the  troops.  At  11  a,  m.tlie  irow»/ff<'x opened 
tire,  find  the  monitors  with  ben  At  11:20  the  yhfniHfe  signaled;  we 
got  underway  and  stood  out  with  the  Advanve  to  the  westward:  boats 
employed  in  landing  troops  and  provisions.  From  4  to  H  p.  m.,  iron- 
clads bombarding  the  tcjrta,  and  boats  landing  provisions  and  animnni- 
tion  fur  the  army.  At  U:45  p.  m,  all  boats  returned  from  duty  and 
were  hoisted  ii]i,  ironula<ls  tiring  a  shot  at  short  intervals  at  the  J'ort. 

Januttry  75. — ^From  12  to  4  a.  ra.,  at  anchor  near  the  tleet,  monitors 
throwing  occasionally  a  shot.  From  4  a.  m.  to  2  p,  nr,  delivering 
provisions  for  the  army  and  ammunition  among  the  fleet.  From  2  to 
midnight,  at  anchor  oif  Mag  Pond  battery,  the  boats  taking  stores  on 
sliore,  three  of  the  gunboats  shelling  the  woods.  At  4  p.  m,  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  on  onr  troops  and  the  rest  of  the  ships;  took  up 
anchor  and  took  a  position  nearer  the  beach  and  opened  fire,  shelling 
the  wfKKis  in  company  witli  the  Adranve  and  Liiifiu^  the  fleet  con- 
tinuing sijelling  the  womls  at  intervals  of  fift^jen  minutes.  At  0 :  '10  tlie 
tleet  stopped  firing.  Heard  cheering  in  the  direc^tion  of  the  fort,  which 
was  passed  from  ship  to  ship  with  a  display  of  rockets  and  tireworks. 
8upiK>se  the  fort  to  have  been  taken. 

Jantmrtf  Iti, — From  12  to  4  a.  m.,  at  anchor  with  the  fleet  off  Fort 
Fisher,  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  we  kex>t  up  a  fire  at  intervals  of  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  woods  t>ackof  our  troopH  till  I*:  30,  then  ceased  tiring  by 
order  of  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  Admnee.  At  5:30  sent  two 
Iwats  away  on  duty  to  land  provisions  for  the  army.  At  0:30  saw  an 
exidosion  at  Fort  Fisher.  At  0:30  tbe  gunboats  comn*en(-ed  shelling 
the  wuods  to  the  eastward  of  the  Jleet  back  of  onr  troops  to  the  north 
of  [Flag]  Pond  battery.  Sent  a  boat  to  the  flagship  with  reports  of 
the  casualties.  At  1  p.  ni.  the  gunboats  passed  in  over  New  Inlet  Bar. 
At  4  :  20  our  forces  hoisted  the  stars  and  stripes  on  fort.  Flagship  fired 
a  salut't*.  At  5  one  of  the  monitors  saikd  in  t*»w  of  the  Rhitde  t^lftnd 
and  steered  eastward.  At  0  p.  m.  sent  boats  to  transport  wounded  oil* 
the  l)eaclj  to  the  hospital  ship.  At  0 :  *30  all  boats  hoisted  up,  being  too 
mneb  snrf  to  take  off  wounded, 

January  17, — Boats  employed  taking  ofl'  wounded. 


Abvtrmet  log  of  the  tl.  8.  S.  Hofwqaah,  Acting  Yoltrnteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch,  ^.  S.  ITavf. 

December  1*7,  18G4, — ^Fleet  flring  at  iotervals  to  cover  the  troops. 
Sent  boats  on  shore  to  convey  troops  to  their  difl'erent  transports. 

Jitnuftry  15^  18i*'u — ^4 b»g  in  lleaafort  tlarbon  At  S  a.  m.  pnjceeded 
toward  Wilmington.  At  5 :  10 came  within  bail  of  the  flagship  Maltern^ 
communicated  wutb  her  and  delivered  mails.  From  8  t^>  midnight,  fired 
four  shots  during  the  wat-t^h — 30-|)ounder,  2;  12-ponnder,  2. 

Jtintmry  in. — Lying  to  anchor  off  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  3:30 
a.  m.  fired  30-pounder  rifles — 4  loaded  shells,  12  percussion,  2  slirapnel. 
At  10  a.  m*  fired  30  pounder  rifles — 13  shells.  At  4  p.  in,  saw  a  number 
of  rebels  in  the  woods;  fired  12*pouiider  rifle,  2  rounds;  30-pounder, 
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7  rounds.  At  5 :  30  p.  m.  sent  first  aud  second  cutters  ashore  to  take  off 
the  wounded.    At  9 :  30  the  cutters  returned  on  board. 

January  17. — At  2  fired  one  30-pounder  time  shell.  At  3 :  30  p.  m. 
the  Cherokee  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  back  of  the  Half  Moon  battery; 
ceased  firing  at  4: 10. 

January  19. — Off  Half  Moon  battery.  At  11 :30  a.  m.  saw  a  regiment 
of  soldiers  advancing  up  the  beach,  apparently  to  attack  the  rebels, 
who  are  in  considerable  force  in  the  woods  near  the  Half  Moon  battery. 
At  12 :  30  p.  m.  received  orders  flrom  the  Oovernor  Buckingham  to  get 
underway  and  fire  at  the  rebels.  At  1  got  underway  and  went  to  (juar- 
ters  and  opened  fire;  fired  30-i)ounder,  20  rounds;  3  rounds  percussion 
shell;  howitzer,  3  rounds.  Oeased  firing;  saw  our  troops  charge  and 
capture  a  number  of  rebels  and  storm  the  works. 


AbftTMt  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  WUdomoii,  Aetlng  lUitor  Arey,  IT.  8.  Kavy. 

December  28^  i^^^.-r-Bound  fh)m  Beaufort  to  Wilmington  with  coal 
schooners  in  tow. 

January  12j  1865. — At  5  p.  m.  proceeded  out  of  Beaufort  Harbor  for 
Wilmington. 

January  13. — At  3  a.  m.  slowed  down  and  ran  in  for  the  land;  laid  to 
until  daylight.  At  that  time  discovered  the  fleet  and  transports  moving 
in  for  the  enemy.  At  6: 50  a.  m.  the  Ironeiden  commenced  to  shell  the 
woods.  From  8  to  12  noon,  underway  among  the  fieet.  At  8: 30  a.  m. 
received  orders  from  Captain  Breese,  fleet  captain,  to  proceed  to  the 
transport  Atlantic  and  to  take  on  a  load  of  troops  and  go  as  near  the 
shore  with  them  as  we  could.  We  took  on  the  troops  and  anchored  in 
5  fathoms  water  and  within  500  yards  of  the  beach.  Several  boats  came 
alongside  and  commenced  landing  troops.  Ironclads  in  )>osition  firing 
at  the  fort.  At  1  p.m. finished  landing  troops;  weighed  anchor  and 
steamed  out  to  the  flagship.  At  3 :  30  troops  were  landed ;  signals  were 
made  recalling  boats,  also  to  get  underway.  At  4 :  40  the  action  became 
general.  At  5  saw  black  smoke  bearing  N.  E.  by  E. ;  was  ordered  by 
the  admiral  to  give  chase.  At  5: 30  came  up  with  her;  she  proved  to 
be  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia.  At  6  returned  to  the  Malvern.  From  8  to 
midnight,  lying  at  anchor  off  Flag  Pond  battery.  Firing  at  intervals 
during  the  watch. 

January  i-/.— -  At  1  a.  m.  firing  ceased  from  the  ironclads.  At  11 :  07 
a.  ni.  ironclads  opened  fire  on  the  forts.  Delivering  mail  among  the  fleet 
and  loading  with  ammunition  from  the  powder  boat.  At  11 :  45  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  deliver  cargo  to  the  Neve  Ironsides, 

January  15. — From  12  to  4  p.  m.  bombardment  still  going  on.  At 
4:30  p.  m.  musketry  firing  was  heard  in  the  woods  and  near  the  beach, 
answered  by  our  troops  in  the  trenches.  0|)ened  fire  with  our  bow  gun, 
fired  5  shell  and  5  shrapnel.  At  5: 10  ceased  firing.  Bombardment  of 
Fort  Fisher  still  continuing.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  heavy  firing  from  the 
fleet.  l*rom  8  to  midnight:  Firing  very  rapidly  at  the  forts.  At  10 
signals  were  made  to  the  fleet  from  the  shore.  All  the  fleet  commenced 
to  cheer  and  threw  up  rockets. 

January  16. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  a  magazine  exploded  in  Fort  Fisher,  kill- 
ing and  wounding  a  number  of  our  men. 

January  17. — At  1  a.  m.  a  heavy  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

January  19. — Lying  at  anchor  off  Smithville.  Occasional  picket  fir- 
ing on  shore. 
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January  20. — Lying  at  anchor  off  Smithville.  At  2: 05  a.  m.  made  a 
steamer  coming  in ;  tiagship  ordered  her  to  heave  to.  At  2 :  30  hove  up 
anchor  and  got  alongside  blockade  runner  Charlotte. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Cherokee,  Acting  Volunteer  Lientenant  W.  E.  Benniion,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  12^  1865. — At  li)  p.  ni.  the  Nanseynond  arrived  and  commu- 
nicated by  hail  and  gave  orders  from  the  admiral  to  hoist  two  lights 
and  send  boats  to  see  if  there  were  any  torpedoes  where  the  fleet  were 
at  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher.  Set  lights  and  sent  in  first  cutter 
with  9  men  and  1  officer,  armed. 

January  13. — At  7 :  L'O  a.  m.  the  Ironsides  commenced  shelling  the 
batteries.  At  8  a.  m.  called  to  ([uarters;  stood  slowly  inshore.  At 
8:30  called  away  first,  second,  and  third  cutters  and  sent  them  in  to 
assist  in  landing  troops.  At  8 :  35  a.  m.  first  gun  fired  from  Fort  Fisher. 
At  8:  45  came  to  anchor.  At  9:10  first  troops  were  landed.  At  10 
first  cutter  returned  for  canvas  and  nails  to  repair  the  second  cutter, 
she  having  been  bilged  on  the  beach.  At  2  p.  m.  the  first  and  third 
cutters  returned,  bringing  crew  of  the  se<iond  cutter;  she  being  badly 
bilged  was  left  on  the  beach.  At  4 :  10  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  to  the 
southward. 

January  14. — At  1 1 :  15  a.  m.  the  ironclad  Canonicus  firing  at  Fort 
Fisher. 

January  15. — ^From  meridian  to  4  j).  m. :  Got  underway  and  passed 
within  hail  of  the  Advance;  got  orders  to  go  and  silence  a  Whitworth 
battery  near  H.ilf  Moon.  Saw  a  number  of  men  close  by;  opened  fire 
on  them  in  company  with  the  Alabama^  Maumee^  and  Governor  BkcI- 
ingham.  Kept  up  a  slow  fire  to  cover  our  troops  on  the  beach.  At  5 
p.  m.  first  cutter  returned  on  board.  At  5:30  ceased  firing.  At  9: 50 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  10:25  saw  a  lot  of  rockets  and 
other  lights  burned  by  the  fleet;  also  heard  three  cheers;  we  did  the 
same.  At  11: 10  ceased  firing.  Expended  this  day  the  following  ammu- 
nition: Twenty-])onnder  Parrott  rifle,  51  percussion  shells;  42  shells, 
not  fuzed;  13  shrapnel,  not  fuzed;  106  charges  powder;  55  paper  fuzes ; 
170  primers;  50  shell;  4  shrapnel.  Twenty-four-pounder  howitzer, 
fixed  amnmnition.  Discovered  the  fuzes  to  be  very  defective  from 
corrosion  and  dampness. 

January  IG. — At  9: 30  a.  m.,  seeing  several  men  on  shore,  called  to 
quarters  and  commenced  shelling  them  from  our  20-pounder  Pai  rott 
rifles.  At  10:40  firing  ceased.  Expended  9  pivot  charges  to  load  10 
shells  and  shrapnel.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  first  and  third  cut- 
ters away  to  bring  off"  the  wounded.    At  10  the  boats  returned. 

January  17. — At  3  a.  m.  saw  a  large  fire  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Fisher;  heard  several  very  heavy  explosions  from  the  same.  At  10 
a.  m.  signal  made  from  senior  officer.  Sent  away  the  first  cutter. 
Heard  another  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Smith's  Island.  At  3: 30 
p.  m.  called  to  quarters  and  commenced  shelling  the  men  seen  in  and 
about  the  houses  with  spar  and  gun-deck  batteries.  At  4:15  ceased 
firing. 

January  18. — ^From  8  to  meridian  expended  5  rounds  of  pivot  ammu- 
nition. 

January  19. — At  1 :30  p.  m.  saw  a  body  of  our  troops  going  down  to 
attack  the  scjuad  of  rebels  in  the  rifle  ])it8  opposite  us.  Called  to  quar- 
ters and  commenced  shelling  the  pits  with  after  rifle  20-pounder  Par- 
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rott.  At  2:50  our  troops  charged  aiul  took  the  pits  with  a  Duml)er  of 
prisoners,  and  afterwards  a  part  of  them  occupied  the  works.  From  6 
to  8  our  troops  set  fire  to  several  houses  close  by  the  rifle  pits. 


fieport  of  LLentcnftiit-Commaiider  Vpthiir,  V.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Advance. 

U.  S.  S.  Advance, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  X.  C.^  January  J7,  ;«6V7. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herein  the  part  taken  by  ttiis  vessel 
and  the  di\ision  placed  under  my  command  in  the  rec^ent  oi)erations 
against  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity. 

Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  conferred  with  MnJorGeneral  Terry  and 
proceedeil  to  land  the  troops  and  munitions  indicated  by  him.  This 
was  ccmtinued  through  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  days  and  nights,  most 
of  the  time  through  a  heavy  surf  that  destroyed  a  number  of  our  boats, 
and  at  times  threatened  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  officers  and  crew,  not  only  of  my  own  command,  but  of  the  other 
vessels  in  this  division,  expressed  a  desire  to  participate  in  the  assault, 
but  a  number  of  the  boats  having  been  disabled,  our  position  being 
removed  from  the  point  of  landing,  and  there  bein^  as  much  work, 
and  as  I  conceived  at  the  time  as  important,  to  be  done  to  support 
the  position  of  the  forces  on  shore,  1  deeme<l  it  best,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  your  wishes,  that  they  should  not  be  gratified  in  this  respec^t. 
The  Tristram  Shandy  did.  however,  through  a  misunderstanding,  send 
a  few  men  and  two  officers.  About  4  p.  m.,  soon  after  the  assault  com- 
menced, the  enemy  having  opened  two  hours  before  with  a  Whitworth 
battery  on  some  of  the  vessels  of  my  line,  I  observed  skirmishin<; 
between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  close  at  hand,  several  of 
the  balls  passing  over  and  near  us,  and  killing  a  soldier  near  our  boats. 
I  suspected  the  enemy  had  moved  down  the  peninsula  in  force  to  sur- 
prise or  to  create  a  diversion  from  the  assault.  Immediately  went  to 
quarters,  followed  by  the  other  vessels,  and  began  shelling  the  woods 
and  cover  in  front  of  our  intrenchments.  Our  firing  was  successful, 
eliciting  cheers  from  our  troops  as  the  shell  fell  among  the  enemy,  driv- 
ing him  off  in  haste.  To  prevent  his  return  an  occasional  shell  was 
fire<l  during  the  night  in  that  direction.  1  can  not  close  this  report, 
which  I  desire  shall  be  brief,  without  calling  to  your  notice  my  execu- 
tive officer.  Acting  Master  Gardner  Cottrell,  to  whose  intelligence  and 
untiring  energy  the  success  of  onr  labors  is  mainly  due.  I  can  not  but 
believe  the  general  commanding  will  make  some  acknowledgment  of 
his  important  services.  Mr.  Cottrell  has  been  our  principal  medium  in 
the  work  to  be  done,  often  originating  and  always  faithfully  executing 
whatever  was  necessary. 

1  am  gratified  by  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  crew 
of  my  own  vessel,  as  well  as  those  of  the  division  under  mycommand, 
have  i>erformed  their  duties.  Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  compos 
ing  the  division : 

Emma,  Governor  BucJcinghamj  Tristram  Shandifj  Lilian^  Aries,  Chero- 
kee, Alabama,  and  WiUlerness. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  II.  i;psuuR, 
TAcn tenant' Com m a  n der,  Co mmanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Abftnet  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  AdTance,  Iieateiiant^Gomm«nder  Vpohur,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  13j  1865. — At  7  a.  m.  made  the  tieet  at  ancbor  off  Wilminfjtoii, 
bearing  W.  At  7:10  saw  the  Governor  Buckingham  and  Maratanza 
inshore  of  us,  steaming  in  for  the  fleet.  At  7 :  50,  finding  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  communicate  with  the  admiral  while  the  vessels  were 
moving,  stopped  engines  and  allowed  ship  to  drift.  At  8,  most  of  the 
vessels  having  anchored,  steamed  for  the  flagship.  At  8: 30  communi- 
cated with  the  flagship  and  captain  repaired  on  board.  Cai)tain 
returned,  and  at  10  commenced  to  collect  the  division,  which  had  been 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  John  II.  n])s]mr 
by  admiral's  order  No.  10.  At  10: 15  sent  first  and  second  cutters  to 
land  provisions  from  the  Russia^  and  ordered  each  vessel  of  the  division 
to  do  the  same.  At  10:20  came  to  inside  of  the  line  of  battle  in  4 
fathoms  water,  and  from  4  to  6  all  boats  employed  in  landing  ammuni- 
tion from  the  tugs.  At  10: 40  p.  m.  the  Eliza  Hancox  came  within  hail 
and  requested  Captain  Upshur  to  have  landed  the  intrenching  tools. 
Immediately  sent  two  boats  and  ordered  all  other  vessels  to  do  the 
same. 

The  Ironsides  and  monitors  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  A  portion  ot 
the  fieet  covering  and  landing  troops  to  the  northward  of  the  forts. 

January  II. — The  greater  portion  of  the  fleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 
The  ironclads  firing  during  the  night  and  aided  by  a  few  wooden  vessels 
steadily  playing  on  the  forts.    This  ship^s  boats  employed  landingstores. 

January  15. — From  midnight  to  meridian,  boats  landing  stores  and 
ammunition.  At  12 :  30  a  battery  of  fieldpieces  opened  on  th^  Alabama. 
Sent  two  vessels  to  assist  her,  which  soon  silenced  the  battery.  At 
about  4  p.  m.  the  sailors  and  marines  landed  with  their  respective  ofti- 
cers,  the  whole  command  in  charge  of  Fleet  Captain  Breese,  ready  for 
the  assault,  and  moved  along  the  beach,  the  army  assaulting  columns 
moving  to  the  right.  At  4:30  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  assault  was 
made.  The  naval  brigade  was  repulsed  and  the  army  obtained  a 
footing  in  the  works.  The  fleet  reopened  fire  and  continued  into  the 
night.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  our  picket  line  abreast  of  the 
ship.  At  once  beat  to  quarters  and  opened  fire  on  them  with  the  30- 
pounder  Parrott.  Ordered  the  rest  of  the  division  to  do  the  same.  At 
4:30  the  Emma  succeeded  in  getting  the  boats  ofl*.  Frouj  (>  to  8  p.  m. 
the  whole  division  firing  at  intervals  at  the  enemy  in  the  woods.  From 
8  to  midnight  landing  ammunition.  At  11:30  p.  m.  heard  cheering 
from  the  flagship  and  saw  rockets  sent  up  from  difterent  i)arts  of  the 
fleet.  At  11:40  there  was  a  general  cheering,  in  which  we  took  ])art. 
The  supposition  is  that  the  fort  is  ours. 

January  10, — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  From  boats  that  returned 
we  learned  that  Fort  Fisher  had  been  captured  by  the  army  and  navy. 
At  7  a.  m.  saw  a  heavy  explosion  take  place  in  Fort  Fisher.  American 
flag  flying  over  Fort  Fisher.  At  10:40  a.  m.  sent  the  Triiitram  IShondy 
insliore  to  get  oft'  the  Wahasli's  launch.  Learned  that  the  magazine  in 
the  fort  blew  up,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number  of  our  peoj^le. 
At  4  :  10  the  Eliza  I£am'o.v  came  within  hail  and  requested  us  to  take 
oft*  some  wounded.  At  once  ordered  the  whole  division  to  send  their 
boats  tor  that  purpose.  At  7  the  boats  returned  to  their  respective 
ships.  From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  a  number  of  heavy  explosions  occurred 
during  the  night  in  the  direction  of  Smith's  Island  and  Fort  Caswell. 
Enemy  supposed  to  be  blowing  up  and  abandoning  their  works.  A 
number  of  our  gunboats  entered  Cape  Fear  Eiver. 
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Abstract  log  of  tho  IT.  8.  8.  Eolni,  Acting  Kaitor  Keyier,  U.  S.  Kavy. 

December  28^  18ii4^January  12^  18fi5, — Lying  at  anchor  in  Beaufort 
Harbor.  At  12:50  p.  m.  received  dispatches  for  the  admiral  and  pas- 
sengers from  the  Advance*,  proceeded  to  sea.  At  1 :  10  crossed  the  bar. 
From  6  to  8,  standing  through  the  fleet.  At  7: 15  communicated  with 
the  admiral  and  received  orders  to  follow  astern  of  him.  At  8 :  40  p.  m. 
flagship  anchored;  captain  went  on  board  with  mail  and  passengers. 
In  the  darkness,  in  trying  to  cross  a  hawser  from  the  Fort  Jackson  to  a 
monitor,  ran  into  the  Fort  Jackson,  carrying  away  the  gig  and  smashing 
a  portion  of  the  hurricane  deck. 

January  13, — From  4  to  8  a.  m.,  through  the  watc>h  following  the 
movements  of  the  admiral,  carrying  orders.  At  8 :  15  the  New  Irotmdes 
and  monitors  got  in  range  and  opened  on  Fort  Fisher.  Boats  of  the 
squadron  employed  landing  troops,  covere<l  by  the  frigates  and  sloops 
of  war.  Carrying  orders  around  the  fleet.  At  11  steamed  in  company 
with  the  admiral  up  to  the  ironclails  at  the  fort.  The  iSantiago  de  Cuba, 
with  her  division,  stdvancing  down  the  coast,  covering  the  skirmishers. 
At  11 :  30  the  admiral  signaled  to  the  Santiago  to  cease  firing.  At  4 :30 
p.  m.  the  fleet  formed  and  opened  on  Fort  Fisher.  Running  with 
orders  from  the  admiral  to  the  fleet.  From  0  to  8  p.  m:  Received 
Lieutenant  Preston  on  board  (from  the  Malvern)  and  carried  orders  to 
the  fleet  to  withdraw  from  action,  the  ironclads  keeping  up  a  desul- 
tory firing.    At  8 :  30  came  to  anchor. 

January  11. — Until  1: 25  p.  m.  carrying  orders  to  the  fleet  from  the 
admiral.  At  1:.'<0  p.  in.  received  dispatches  and  orders  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  At  9:15  arrived  and  anchored  outside  the  bar  ofl' 
Beaufort. 

January  15. — At  2  p.  m.  took  coal  schooner  Cerro  Oordo  in  tow  and 
proceeded  to  sea. 

January  Id. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  arrived  off  New  Inlet  and  anchored  the 
tow.  From  8  to  meridian  received  orders  from  the  flagship  to  con- 
vey the  wounded  from  the  fleet  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Employed 
during  the  day  gathering  the  wounded  from  the  difl'erent  ships  and 
transporting  them  to  the  hospital  vessels. 

January  23. — From  8  to  meridian:  Fleet  captain  came  on  board,  ran 
down  to  Smith's  Island,  landed  and  took  possession  of  two  fleldpieces, 
put  them  in  a  scow,  and  took  them  off  to  the  ship. 


Beport  of  Liontenant  Laznion,  U.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  OottTsbnrg. 

U.  8.  S.  Gettysburg, 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  lHii5. 

SiE:  I  have  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in 
the  operations  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cape  Fear  River: 

On  tlje  nth  instant  1  left  Beaufort  in  obedience  to  yonr  orders  and 
relieved  Commander  Rolando  oft'  New  Inlet,  where  the  fleet  arrived 
during  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  sent  a  boat  in  on  the  bar  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  ])lanting  torpedoes  during  the  night.  At  daylight 
received  an  order  to  take  position  opposite  Half-Moon  battery,  and  sent 
all  my  boats  in  obedience  to  signal  to  assist  in  landing  troops,  which 
operation  continued  during  the  day  and  evening.  On  the  morning  of 
the  14th  I  received  orders  to  superintend  the  landing  of  General  Terry's 
artillery,  which  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Farquhar 
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and  myself  without  wetting  a  gan  or  a  cartridge.  On  the  morning  of 
the  15th,  as  the  lieet  was  going  into  action,  the  signal  for  the  storming 
party  to  land  was  made,  and  running  closer  inshore  I  landed  with  70 
officers  and  men  and  reported  to  Fleet  Captain  K.  B.  Breese. 

As  Captain  Breese  has  no  doubt  reported  to  you  the  part  taken  by  us 
in  the  assault,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  sx)eak  of  it,  but  I  wish  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  personal  efforts  of  Captain  Breese  to  rally 
the  men  after  they  were  checked  by  the  withering  tire  from  the  fort 
and  to  get  the  marines  to  open  on  the  enemy's  infantry,  under  cover  of 
which  fire  we  might  have  gained  the  parapet. 

Acting  Ensigns  Sands,  Keith,  Laighton,  and  Miller,  of  this  vessel, 
behaved  with  great  gallantry  in  trying  to  rally  the  men. 

During  the  day  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Dahlgren,  in  charge  of  the 
Oettysburgj  took  a  good  x)osition  close  inshore  and  used  the  guns  with 
eflect,  and  towed  out  the  Pequoty  temporarily  disabled. 

A  rf^port  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  this  vessel  has  already  be^n 
forwarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 

Bear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Isquadron^  Gape  Fear  River, 


Report  of  Acting  Asnttant  SnxgeoiL  Eddy,  V.  8.  Navy,  regardixig  the  CMualtief  on  the  V.  8.  8. 

Oettyibnrg. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg,  January  IG,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlic  following  report  of  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  assault  on  J'ort  Fisher  of  the  loth  instant,  and  by  the 
explosion  of  a  magazine  in  the  fort  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant: 
The  following  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  assault: 


ManKi. 


Rate. 


I 

Michael  MiilkntMi |  LandMinan  . 

William  Skiinmon 

K.  H.  LaiDHOu 

HsDB  Andersou 

Jonepb  Ffsber 

Robert  Trimmer 

Alvah  Scofieltl 

Lewis  Y.  Close 


Captain  of  hold 

Lieutenant,  commanding . 

Seaman 

do 

Second-clasa  fireman 

Landsman 

do 


RoninrkH. 


Kilhd. 

Do. 
Wound  of  arm  and  shoulder. 
Wound  ot  hip  and  pelvlH. 
Wound  ot*  head. 
Wound  of  thigh. 

Do. 
Wound  of  head. 


The  following  were  killed  by  explosion  of  magazine: 

>i'aine.  Rate.  i 


RemarkM. 


Acting  assistant  paymaster  . 


R.  H.Gillette 

A.S.  LaighUm j  Acting 

John  McCall urn !  First-class  fireman I  Missing;  probably  killed. 

John  Winkle do ,         Do. 


ng  Ensign 
l^class  firei 


Kespectfully,  etc., 

a.  S.  Eddy, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U,  S,  S,  Oettysburg, 

Lieutenant  K.  H.  liAMSON, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Gettysburg, 
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Abttraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Idlian,  ^oting  Ydlimteer  Lientenant  T.  A.  Harrii,  U.  8.  Kayy. 

January  13,  1S65. — Off*  Fort  Fisher.  At  0  a.  in.  steamed  inshore. 
At  7  the  Nansemand  came  np  to  us  with  onlers  from  the  admiral  to  form 
in  line  of  battle.  At  7 :  30  the  admiral  miule  general  signal.  Answered 
and  steamed  toward  the  shore  above  Fort  Fisher.  From  8  to  12  merid- 
ian: Stood  in  toward  the  shore;  sent  the  first  and  second  cutters  to 
ivssist  in  landing  troops.  Employed  landing  troops  and  provisions. 
At  3 :  30  ]).  m.  part  of  the  fleet  got  underway  and  commenced  an  attack 
upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  7 :  30  p.  m.  boats  returned,  being  unable  to  land 
on  account  of  the  surf. 

January  IL — Boats  [of  the  Liliwn]  employed  landing  stores  for  the 
army.    Fleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

January  15, — From  4  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m. :  Employed  landing  troops  and 
stores  for  the  army.  At  4:30  p.  m.  calle<l  to  general  quarters.  Com- 
menced shelling  the  woods.  Fired  1  solid  shot^  10  1 5second,  6  20-secondf 
and  8  percussion  shell  from  30-pounder,  and  2  solid  shot,  5  percussion, 
9  10  second,  G  20-second  shell  from  20-pounder.  From  G  to  8  p.  m. : 
Fired  1  percussion  shell  from  20-iK)under.  At  9  sent  two  boats  to  land 
ammunition.  At  10:30  flagship  signaled  <<Fort  Fisher  taken."  Called 
all  bands  to  cheer  ship,  fired  G  rockets.  At  midnight  all  boats  returned. 

January  16. — At  2  a.  m.  fired  1  shot  from  30-pounder.  At  4  fired  1 
shell  from  20-pounder  into  the  woods  to  protect  the  army.  From  4 
to  8  a.  m.:  Shelling  the  woods.  Fired  1  shot  from  :.iOpounder.  Sent 
first  and  second  cutters  to  land  ammunition  for  the  army.  From  4  to 
6  p.m.  sent  boats  to  take  wounded  men  irom  the  shore  to  the  shipping. 
At  9: 30  boats  returned  to  the  ship.  At  11 :  30  the  admiral  ordered  the 
ship  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  with  dispatches.  At  12  left  the  fleet  for 
Beaufort. 


Beport  of  Actixig  Ensign  Tuoker   U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  8.  S.  Lilian, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina^  January  i^S,  1865, 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  i  submit  the  following  state- 
ment: 

On  the  night  of  Sunday,  January  15, 1805,  while  on  shore  in  charge 
of  a  boat  landing  ammunition,  I  met  among  our  prisoners  an  officer  of 
the  Confederate  Navy,  who  represented  himself  as  a  lieutenaiit,  in  com- 
pany with  a  Dr.  Avery,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  he  also  a  i)ri8oner. 
From  him  I  learned  that  he  was  on  board  the  Confederate  armed 
cruiser  which  came  out  at  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  on  the 
morning  of  December  20, 1804,  for  the  express  purpose  of  capturing  the 
United  States  blockading  vessel  stationed  off  that  i»lace,  having  seen 
the  entire  day  before  that  she  was  unsupported.  That  the  rebel  cTuiser 
was  armed  with  five  guns,  one  of  which  was  a  hundred  pounder,  and 
expressed  his  opinion  that  their  intentions  would  have  been  accom- 
plished had  they  not  judged  that,  from  our  movements,  we  were  endeav- 
oring to  draw  him  down  upon  other  of  our  vessels. 

Thomas  B.  Tucker, 

Acting  Ensign, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding, 
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AlMtnet  log  of  the  IT.  S.  8.  Emma,  Aoting  Yolimteer  lioatoiuuit  Williami,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

January  14-20^  1865, — Boats  employed  taking  off  wounded,  carrying 
provisions  for  troops,  and  taking  boats  off  the  beach. 


Abftraot  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Hansemond,  Lieutenant  Porter,  V.  8.  Kayy. 

January  13 j  1865. — At  5:20  a.  m.  cast  off  and  steamed  to  flagship 
Malvern^  and  have  been  carrying  orders  since  that.  At  7 :  30  the  Brooklyn 
opened  Are  on  the  woods  to  the  north  of  Half  Moon  battery.  From  8 
to  midnight  transported  troops  from  steamer  General  Lyon  to  shore. 
At  1:10  p.  m.  landed  the  last  load  of  troops  on  the  beach.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  the  fleet  commenced  firing  very  rapidly  on  Fort  Fisher.  Steam- 
ing about  carrying  orders.  From  8  to  midnight  at  anchor  near  the 
flagship. 

January  i^.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  At  anchor  near  the  flagship 
Malvern.  The  ironclads  have  been  firing  from  three  to  five  shells  an 
hour  this  watch.  From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  delivered  all  the  powder 
and  shells  to  the  ironclads.    At  11  steamed  offshore  and  anchored. 

January  15. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  in.  the  fleet  engaged  with  the 
forts  and  batteries.  At  3  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  the  men  made 
the  assault.  Sent  the  gig  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Brown  to  bring 
off  wounded  men.  Sent  the  surgeon's  steward  to  assist  on  shore. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m.  taking  on  board  the  wounded  sailors  oft'  the  beach. 
The  troops  on  the  outer  works  of  Fort  Fisher.  From  6  to  midnight: 
Keceiving  wounded.  At  10:15  heard  loud  cheering  from  the  fleet. 
Flagship  sent  up  rockets;  so  did  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  Supposed  the 
fort  was  taken. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Oreen,  U.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  V.  S.  8.  Tristram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special  Order 
No.  10,  after  assisting  in  landing  the  troops  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  January,  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  after  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
Oommander  John  H.  Upshur,  proceeded  to  assist  in  landing  stores  and 
provisions  from  the  army  transports.  On  the  16th  instant  one  boat 
Irom  this  vessel  with  2  otticers  and  20  men,  all  volunteers,  were  sent  to 
assist  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th 
instant  an  attack  was  made  by  the  rebels  upon  our  pickets  immediately 
abreast  of  this  ship.  Fire  was  opened  from  this  vessel  as  well  as  from 
the  other  gunboats  in  the  vicinity,  but  the  attack  was  of  very  short 
duration.  I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  among  officers  and  men  of  this 
vessel  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Green, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  tSquadron^  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Eeport  of  Snigeom's  Steward  DeUno,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  casnaltief  on  the  U.  8.  8. 

Triftram  8huid7. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  caaaalties  among  the 
officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  at  the  storming  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th  instant: 


Name. 


Ben  Wood . 
Edward  Williams. 


Rate. 


Acting  ensign . 
Coal  heaver — 


M.  J.  Donovao Landsman . 


Remarks. 


Severe  ganshot  wound  in  right  arm  and 

left  thlKh. 
Severely  wounde^l  In  leg. 
Missing. 


Very  resi^ectfully, 

William  Delano, 
Surgeon'^s  Steward,  in  Charge. 
F.  M.  Green, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Abitraet  log  of  the  U.  B.  B.  litUe  Ada,  Acting  Marter  CrafU,  V.  8.  Hayy. 

January  13,  1865. — Carrying  dispatches  through  the  fleet.  At  11 
a.  m.  reported  to  General  Terry  for  duty.  Went  alongside  the  steamer 
General  McClellan  and  commenced  taking  in  amnmnition  for  land  forces. 

January  14. — Delivering  dispatches  and  messages  through  the  squad- 
ron. 

January  15. — (Carrying  dispatches  through  the  fleet.  Naval  brigade 
made  an  assault  at  3  j).  m.;  were  repulsed.  A  few  minutes  afterwjirds 
the  land  forces  made  an  assault  and  succeeded  in  capturing  several 
traverses  very  quickly,  and  then  came  to  a  standstill,  holding  what  they 
had  gained. 


Ahftraot  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Britannia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lientenant  Hose,  U.  S.  Havy. 

January  13,  1865. — At  10:30  p.  m.  received  orders  from  Captain 
Upshur  to  send  two  boats  for  landing  troops;  did  so.  An  occasional 
gun  flred  from  the  fort  all  the  watch. 

January  18, — At  12:50  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Cape  Fear  River  in 
company  with  the  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  boats  from  the  Tacony  landed  and 
set  fire  to  the  barracks  and  gun  carriages  on  a  fort  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river. 

January  19. — At  1  p.  m.  sent  boats  to  embark  prisoners.  At  2:30 
three  guns  were  fired  from  a  rebel  fort  at  the  Eliza  Hancox. 

January  ^(>. — Embarking  prisoners.  At  7:40  p.  m.  explosion  in  a 
fort  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  took  place. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lientenant  MaoBiarmid,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Governor 

Buckingham. 

U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  xv;,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boats  of  this  vessel  were 
employed  in  landing  troops,  provisions,  intrenching  tools,  ammunition, 
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etc.,  on  the  13th,  14th,  15th  instant;  on  the  16th  and  17th  instant  they 
were  employed  in  carrying  wounded  to  tlie  transports.    On  the  15th 
instant  shelled  the  woods  by  Half  Moon  battery  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Lientenant-Commander  Kalph  Chandler. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


AlMtraot  log  of  the  V.  B.  8.  Governor  Bnokingham,  Aotixig  Yolunteer  Lientenant  MaoDiarmid, 

U.  8.  Vayy. 

January  13 j  1865. — At  9:40  a.  m.  anchored  off  Half  Moon  battery, 
between  the  Nereu^s  and  Pontoosuc.  Sent  three  boats  to  land  troops 
from  the  transports.  At  10 :  20  recalled  all  boats  and  sent  them  to  land 
stores.  At  anchor  in  position,  covering  the  landing  of  stores  and 
troops  4  miles  northward  of  the  fort.  At  4  p.  m.  the  fleet  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  From  4  to  6  three  boats  from 
this  ship  landing  army  stores,  the  fleet  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the 
forts.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Boats  not  returned;  firing  getting  very 
slow.  From  8  to  midnight:  Boats  not  returned;  monitors  keeping  up 
a  brisk  fire  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.  At  10: 15  the  army  tug 
Eliza  Hancox  spoke  us,  desiring  us  to  send  boats  to  land  intrenching 
tools.    Midnight,  boats  not  returned  from  landing  stores. 

January  14. — Boats  not  yet  returned;  all  quiet  along  the  lines  of  the 
fieet  and  the  army.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  to  the 
southward.  Launch's  crew  came  on  board  in  the  second  cutter,  having 
left  their  boat  on  the  beach;  first  cutter  away.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
At  anchor  3  miles  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher.  Sent  first  and  sec- 
ond cutters  to  land  stores  from  the  army  transports;  also  sent  an  officer 
with  a  boat's  crew  to  bring  off  the  launch.  At  4  the  officer  and  the 
crew  returned  and  reported  that  the  launch  was  stove.  A  part  of  the 
gunboats  with  the  ironclads  engaged  with  Fort  Fsher.  Boats  employed 
landing  stores  from  the  transports.  At  9  p.  m.  first  cutter  returned  to 
the  ship,  having  been  capsized  in  the  surf. 

January  15, — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  the  wooden  gunboats  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher.  From  8  to  meridian:  Boats  employed  landing  army  stores. 
Sent  carpenters  mate  and  boat^s  crew  on  shore  to  repair  launch  and 
bring  her  off.  They  returned  and  reported  her  so  badly  stove  and 
broken  up  that  she  could  not  be  repaired ;  was  condemned.  At  anchor 
off  Battery  Gatlin.  At  1  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  got  underway 
and  stood  up  to  the  Half  Moon  battery  and  shelled  the  woods  for  an 
hour;  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy;  returned  and  anchored  off  Battery 
Gatlin.  Saw  our  pickets  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Opened  fire 
again  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the  woods  until  6  p.  m.  From  6  to  8 
p.  m.,  shelling  the  woods  and  shore.  From  8  to  midnight,  firing  every 
fifteen  minutes,  shelling  the  woods.  At  10: 20  p.  m.  the  firing  from  the 
fleet  suddenly  ceased,  and  rockets  were  thrown  up  by  the  fleet  and 
colored  lights  shown.  Heard  jolly  cheering  from  each  ship;  by  that 
supposed  that  the  Fort  Fisher  had  been  captured.  Gave  three  rousing 
cheers  lor  the  Union,  fired  a  shotted  broadside  into  the  woods,  and 
ceased.    Captain  went  to  the  fleet.    Ammunition  expended,  1 13  rounds. 

January  16, — At  10  a.  m.  a  party  of  rebel  troops  in  sight  to  the 
northward;  opened  fire  on  them  and  dispersed  them.  At  1  p.  m.  got 
underway  and  stood  down  to  the  fleet. 
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Seport  of  Captmin  Dawson,  U.  8.  Marine  Corpi,  regarding  the  part  performed  hj  the  force 

under  hii  command. 

Mabink  Barracks, 

Neic  Yorky  February  15^  1865. 

Admibal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  marines  under  my  command  in  the  recent  assault  upon 
Fort  Fisher: 

Upon  landing,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  January,  I  found  all  the 
men  that  were  to  constitute  the  assaulting  column  on  shore.  There 
were  about  305  men  in  line,  exclusive  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  who  had 
been  ordered  by  Captain  Breese  to  occupy  a  ritie  pit  off  to  the  right, 
near  the  army  advance,  before  I  had  reached  the  shore. 

I  hastily  divided  the  line  into  four  companies,  under  command  of 
Captain  Butler,  First  Lieutenant  Wallace,  First  liieutenant  Corrie,and 
First  Lieutenant  Parker,  giving  First  Lieutenant  Williams  charge  of 
some  25  skirmishers,  and  First  Lieutenant  Meeker  acting  as  adjutant. 

I  received  two  or  three  orders  f^om  Captain  Breese  ^^to  bring  up  the 
marines  at  once;  that  we  would  be  late;"  so  that  I  had  to  move  off 
without  time  to  equalize  the  companies,  to  number  them  off  for  facing 
and  marching;  to  select  sergeants  to  replace  officers,  or  post  the  guides 
of  a  single  company  or  platoon. 

I  took  the  marines  up  and  filed  across  the  peninsula  in  front  of  the 
Bailors,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out.  Captain  Breese  pointed  out  some 
light  intrenchments  toward  the  main  bastion  of  Fort  Fisher,  which 
were  dug  and  being  completed  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  fieet.  He 
ordered  me  ^'  to  advance  to  those  that  were  finished,  and  as  soon  as 
those  nearest  the  fort  were  completed  to  occupy  them,  and  when  the 
assault  was  made  that  I  should  keep  up  a  full  fire,  when  the  sailors 
would  rush  by  me,  and  when  well  past,  the  marines  would  follow  them 
into  the  fort;"  thus,  in  the  event  of  a  repulse,  we  would  have  had  cover 
to  fall  back  to  and  a  point  to  rally  upon. 

I  had  advanced  to  the  second  line  of  cover  and  was  waiting  for  the 
nearer  intrenchments  to  be  finished,  when  I  received  an  order  from  Cap- 
tain Breese  **  to  take  the  marines  down  on  the  beach,  about  150  yards 
to  the  left,  and  that  he  would  bring  up  the  saih)r8;"  •*  that  there  was 
splendid  cover  on  the  beach,  and  that  Captain  Breese  was  going  that 
way." 

1  was  surprised  at  this  order,  and  asked  the  gentleman  who  delivered 
it  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  but  he  replied,  ''  No."  I  iminediiitely  obeyed 
the  order,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  sailors  were  brought  up. 

My  men  were  formed  by  the  right  fiank  when  the  sailors  came  up, 
the  first  division  passing  the  marines,  and  the  whole  command  lying 
down  by  the  right  flank,  marines  abreast  of  the  second  division,  sailors 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  beach.  While  at  this  point  I  received  no 
orders.  1  had  read  the  admiral's  o.der  to  Ca])tjun  Breese  respecting 
the  assault,  and  was  watching  the  army,  knowing  that,  agreeably  to 
that  order,  the  "  army  were  to  be  seen  going  in  over  the  northwest  par- 
apet of  the  fort  before  we  were  to  move  to  assault  the  sea  face,"  when  I 
heard  the  order,  "Charge I  Charge!"  Everyone  rose  up  and  dashed 
forward,  yelling  and  cheering  so  loudly  that  no  order  could  either  be 
heard  or  passed. 

I  tried  to  prevent  the  noise,  but  with  no  success. 

I  maintained  the  same  position  I  had  started  in,  abreast  the  second 
division  of  sailors,  and  as  the  sand  was  much  heavier  on  the  ui)per  side 
of  the  beach,  I  ccmld  gain  nothing  on  the  first  division  until  they  got 
under  the  heavy  fire  ot*  the  fort,  wlien  the  first  company  of  marines  got 
abreast  with  the  center  of  the  first  division  of  sailors.    I  had  just 
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reached  the  head  of  my  men  after  a  hard  ran  when  I  saw  the  head  of 
the  line  of  sailors,  who  had  reached  the  end  of  the  stockade,  begin  to 
falter  and  turn  back  and  was  myself,  about  40  or  50  yards  from  the 
end  of  the  stockade  on  the  beach.  I  saw  some  6  or  8  men  go  around 
the  end  of  the  stockade,  but  immediately  returu,  and  it  was  at  this 
instant  that  the  whole  line  commenced  doubling  up  and  flying,  every- 
body for  themselves,  except  some  30  officers  and  men  at  the  head  of  the 
line,  who  took  cover  under  an  angle  in  the  stockade. 

The  efforts  of  the  officers  to  rally  the  men  were  wholly  unsuccessful, 
the  order  to  retreat  being  passed  along  generally.  At  the  moment 
when  the  head  of  the  line  gave  way  the  marines  were  not  near  enough 
to  open  fire  efiiectually,  and  were  on  the  double-quick  and  quite 
exhausted,  nor  was  there  the  slightest  cover  this  side  of  the  stockade, 
except  a  few  sand  hills  very  near  the  stockade. 

I  saw  that  the  men  were  hopelessly  repulsed.  I  looked  to  the  rear  of 
the  line,  which  was  breaking  as  well  as  the  front,  and  that  a  good  many 
marines  were  joining  in  the  retreat,  so  that  I  at  once  ordered  the  mar- 
ines to  ^Mie  down  and  fire  at  the  parapet,^  with  a  view  of  decreasing 
the  rebel  fire  and  to  prevent  the  confusion  and  exposure  incident  to 
such  a  crowd  retreating  upon  an  open  beach. 

Nearly  all  the  marines  of  the  first  and  second  companies  obeyed  this 
order;  the  two  rear  companies  I  could  not  see,  but  as  few  were  to  be 
seen  after  the  retreat  was  efiected,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  went 
also. 

As  soon  as  the  panic  was  over  I  ordered  those  men  who  had  lain 
down  and  were  firing  to  retreat  in  squads,  as  I  supposed  the  fleet  would 
soon  open  on  that  bastion  of  the  fort.  I  did  not  retreat  myself,  but 
stayed  on  the  beach,  about  50  yards  from  the  end  of  the  stockade,  until 
sunset,  watching  the  progress  of  the  army. 

When  I  went  to  the  rear  a  staff  officer  informed  me  that  General 
Terry  desired  all  the  marines  and  sailors  who  liad  arms  to  occupy  the 
right  of  General  Paine's  line;  that  the  rebels  were  demonstrating  there. 
Though  it  was  nearly  dark  I  succeeded  in  getting  about  180  marines 
behind  the  breastworks  near  General  Terry's  headquarters,  where  they 
remained  until  morning. 

The  rebels,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  met  the  assault,  evidently 
regarded  it  as  the  main  attack,  as  it  was  the  first.  With  the  result  of 
our  attack  no  one  was  more  disappointed  than  myself. 

I  obeyed  all  the  orders  I  received  from  Captain  Breese  promptly,  and 
exerted  myself  all  I  could  to  make  the  assault  successful,  and  though 
a  portion  of  the  marines  retreated  with  the  sailors,  it  is  but  just  to  the 
rest  to  say  that  they  remained  and  performed  the  duty  of  good  soldiers 
until  I  passed  the  order  to  retreat. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captaiuj  U.  8.  Marine  Corps. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  answering  oritioisms  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

XJ.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 
Netc  Yorkj  January  27^  18G5. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  at  this  place,  and 
to  enclose  you  a  communication  and  rough  diagram  which  I  wrote  upon 
N  vr  R— VOL  11 37 
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reading  the  admiraPs  report  of  the  15th,  and  as  he  maintains  the  same 
opinions  in  that  of  the  17th,  I  thought  I  would  forward  it  to  you  for 
your  perusal. 

The  admiral  speaks  of  the  '^  marines  not  being  in  position,  occupy- 
ing the  rifle  pits,  etc.''  I  have  already  written  you  that  the  line  of 
approach  first  marked  out,  where  some  slight  cover  was  thrown  up,  was 
abandoned  by  Captain  Breese,  and  that  he  took  the  whole  of  us  on  the 
beach.  At  the  time  we  all  laid  on  the  beach  we  were  by  the  right 
flank,  marines  abreast  the  second  division.  While  at  this  point  I 
received  no  orders  whatever  from  Captain  Breese  as  to  what  he  pro- 
X)0sed  the  marines  should  do  before  the  order  to  ^< charge"  was  given, 
nor  while  we  were  on  the  move  up  the  beach.  Everyone  rose  up.  and 
my  men,  having  muskets  and  40  rounds,  had  as  much  aa  they  conld  do 
to  keep  up  with  this  second  division.  They  could  not  possibly  pass  it 
and  catch  up  to  the  first  division,  as  we  were  all  running  our  best  for 
the  fort.  As  I  have  written,  there  was  no  cover  on  this  approach 
except  the  stockade,  and  in  the  absence  of  orders  that  was  what  seemed 
to  me  the  point  for  the  marines  to  reach  before  attempting  to  fire.  But 
the  head  of  the  line,  first  division,  gave  way  at  once  under  the  very 
heavy  fire,  and,  while  my  men  gained  ground  on  the  first  division,  I 
saw  their  repulse,  which  satisfied  me  that  it  was  useless  to  keep  on 
with  the  marines,  for  I  should  not  have  reached  cover  with  half  my 
men;  consequently  I  ordered  them  to  lie  down  and  fire. 

It  is  strange  that  the  admiral  attributes  the  want  of  success  alone 
to  the  350  marines  not  clearing  the  parapet  of  a  garrison  2,200  strong, 
which  he  admits  ''was  much  stronger  than  he  had  conceived,  and  more 
formidable  than  the  Malakoflf,  which  took  the  allied  armies  months  to 
reduce."  The  following  are,  I  think,  some  equally  substantial  apol- 
ogies: First,  that  the  fort  was  defended  by  2,000  muskets  behind  a 
parapet,  with  but  350  muskets  opposed  on  an  open  beach,  having  to 
run  under  fire  before  reaching  a  point  where  they  could  return  their 
fire;  secondly,  a  wholly  unorganized  force  of  1,400  men  rushed  along 
an  open  beach  for  600  yards  under  fire  by  the  flank,  armed  with  pistols 
and  cutlasses,  and,  thirdly,  that  the  naval  party  assaulted  before  the 
army  instead  of  after,  thereby  not  only  drawing  nearly  the  whole  fire 
of  the  rebels  upon  themselves,  but  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the 
admiral's  express  written  order,  which  was  "that  the  naval  party 
should  not  move  to  the  assault  until  the  army  was  seen  going  in  over 
the  northwest  parapet  of  the  fort." 

I  carried  out  all  the  orders  1  received  from  Captain  Breese,  and  did 
all  that  I  could  in  the  few  minutes  I  had  to  organize  the  men.  I  had 
not  time  to  number  the  men  off,  post  a  guide  or  officer,  except  captains, 
or  equalize  companies,  for  a  good  many  men  were  delayed  by  the  dis- 
tance some  had  to  pull  in  getting  ashore.  Captain  Breese  in  his  report 
makes  no  mention  of  the  fact  that  I  placed  about  180  marines  behind  the 
breastworks  vacated  by  a  portion  of  General  Paine's  forces — tlie  only 
men  who  had  muskets  of  the  naval  party,  and  more  men  than  were 
collected  from  the  whole  1,400  sailors  and  placed  in  the  same  line. 

I  have  written  all  this  to  the  Colonel  Commandant  to  show  that  I 
was  willing  to  do  all  that  I  conld,  and  that  I  did  do  all  that  seemed 
practicable  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service. 

In  justice  to  those  who  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  to  the  Corps, 
which  is  always  ready  to  do  what  they  can  for  our  cause,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  marines  (with  all  the  light  we  now  have  on  the  subject) 
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should  alone  bo  blamed   because  the  admiral  exi)ected  from   them 
impossibilities. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  Dawson, 
GaptaiUy  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Guard. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Bawion,  U.  B.  Marine  Corps. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 
New  YorJt,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir:  In  the  official  report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  of  the  15th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  late  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  part  of 
the  Navy,  I  think  there  is  a  manifest  injustice  to  the  marines  who  par- 
ticipated in  that  assault. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  whole  scene  appeared  very  differently  to 
the  admiral,  who  was  near  a  mile  off,  than  to  myself,  and  that  while 
the  admiral  anticipated  success  only,  on  the  part  of  his  forces,  any- 
thing else  was  a  disappointment,  which  I  am  sure  those  who  were  in 
the  assault  feel  as  deeply  as  anyone. 

The  admiral  says  that  <^  The  marines  could  have  cleared  the  parapet 
by  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  but  they  failed  to  do  so."  I  am  now,  and 
was  satisfied  at  the  time  of  firing,  that  they  could  not  l>egin  to  silence 
the  rebel  fire,  for  there  were  not  less  than  800  firing  at  us  from  behind 
a  high  parapet  (with  an  occasional  canister  of  grape),  while  I  had  bat 
350  marines  at  long  range,  wholly  exposed. 

Admitting,  however,  that  we  could  have  silenced  the  rebels  (an  im- 
possibility), it  would  have  amounted  to  nothing,  for  the  sailors  had 
already  broken  and  wore  coming  back  pellmell,  before  one  volley  from 
my  men  could  have  been  commanded.  Hut  the  best  evidence  that  the 
sailors  could  not  have  succeeded  with  such  a  force  is  that  it  took  3,000 
veteran  troops,  with  a  support  of  2,000  and  a  like  reserve,  seven  hours 
hard  fighting,  after  getting  a  strong  foothold,  before  the  garrison  yielded. 

The  sailors  gave  way  when  the  leading  division  neared  the  end  of 
the  stockade  on  the  beach,  though  a  few  had  the  good  sense  to  keep  on 
and  take  cover  under  an  angle  in  the  stockade,  where  they  remaincMl 
until  dark,  which  example  should  have  been  followed  by  the  whole  of 
the  first  division,  and  we  would  have  gained  shelter  with  a  considerable 
force  about  100  yards  from  the  main  bastion  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  lost 
fewer  men  than  we  did. 

Upon  reporting  to  Captain  Breese,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  a 
party  digging  intrenchnjents  toward  the  fort,  and,  as  they  were  com- 
pleted, he  wished  me  to  occupy  them.  I  advanced  my  men  about  400 
yards  the  first  time,  and  after  waiting  a  while  made  another  run  for- 
ward about  the  same  distance,  pushing  25  skirmishers  about  150  yards 
nearer  the  fort,  who  made  their  own  cover. 

At  the  time  I  understood  that  it  was  intended  to  make  one  more 
such  step,  which  would  have  placed  the  marines  within  about  200 
yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  when  they  could  soon  complete  their  cover,  while 
the  sailors  cfime  up  to  the  intrenchments  behind;  and  that  at  the  signal 
to  assault  the  marines  would  keep  up  a  full  tire,  the  sailors  rush  by 
them,  and  the  marines  follow  into  the  fort;  thus,  in  the  event  of  a 
repulse,  we  would  have  cover  to  fall  back  to. 


NOBTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        581 

While  my  men  ocenpied  this  second  line  of  cover  Oaptain  Breese 
sent  an  officer,  Lieutenant  Porter,  who  said  that  ^'  there  was  splendid 
cover  on  the  beach,  and  to  take  the  marines  there  and  he  wonld  bring 
up  the  sailors."  This  was  promptly  done,  the  sailors  coming  up,  and 
after  resting  a  few  moments  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  order,  **  Charge," 
for  I  was  anxiously  watching  the  army,  who  were,  by  the  express  orders 
of  the  admiral,  to  be  ^^seen  going  in  over  the  northwest  parapet  of  the 
fort  before  the  sailors  assaulted,"  and  I  could  see  no  move  whatever  on 
their  part;  nor  did  they  move  until  we  were  repulsed. 

From  this  position  we  had  at  least  600  yards  to  run  over  before  reach- 
ing the  stockade,  all  moving  by  the  right  flank  instead  of  division 
front^  for  the  rear  was  necessarily  at  least  300  yards  from  the  head  of 
the  line,  and  could  therefore  be  of  no  support  whatever.  The  marines 
were  abreast  the  second  division  of  sailors  next  to  the  fort. 

At  the  moment  when  the  sailors  were  repulsed  their  real  work  and 
difficulties  had  not  commenced,  for  they  yet  had  a  stockade  8  feet  high, 
of  strong  timber,  to  get  over,  besides  a  deep  and  wide  ditch  commanded 
by  two  guns,  and  a  steep  side  of  the  fort  of  loose  sand,  over  40  feet  in 
height  to  escalade,  all  plowed  up  by  our  shells,  before  they  could  defend 
themselves,  being  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses  only. 

No  one  can  doubt  but  that  a  volley  from  three  or  four  hundred  rebels, 
and  a  free  use  of  their  bayonets,  must  have  driven  the  best  men,  thus 
armed,  back  immediately. 

At  the  time  I  observed  the  sailors  falter  under  the  heavy  fire  1  had 
no  idea  that  it  would  end  in  a  route,  nor  did  I  deem  that  my  men  were 
near  enough  to  open  fire.  I  intended  to  keep  on,  expecting  that  state 
of'things  until  I  reached  the  stockade,  inclining  to  the  right  to  make 
room  for  the  sailors;  but  instantly  I  saw  the  fire  was  increasing  rapidly 
and  that  we  were  repulsed  beyond  hope.  There  was  then  but  two 
things  for  me  to  do,  either  retreat  with  the  sailors  en  masse  or  lie  down 
on  the  slope  of  the  beach  and  commence  firing.  I  ordered  the  marines 
to  do  the  latter,  with  the  double  motive  of  slackening  their  fire  at  our 
men  retreating  on  an  open  beach  and  protecting  my  own  men. 

Nearly  all  the  marines  of  the  first  and  second  companies  obeyed  this 
order,  though  some  went  to  the  rear  with  the  sailors.  After  a  little 
while  I  directed  the  men  to  retreat  in  squads  so  as  not  to  expose  too 
many  at  a  time.  I  remained  myself  with  a  few  nvarines  around  me  on 
the  slope  of  the  beach  for  two  hours  under  a  slackened  fire  from  the 
rebels,  and  about  50  yards  from  the  end  of  the  stockade.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  said  and  written  about  ^^  scaling  the  wall,"  ^^  struggling 
in  the  ditch,"  and  "  getting  over  the  stockade,"  etc.,  which  is  sheer 
nonsense.  At  the  moment  of  the  repulse  I  was  not  over  00  yards  from 
the  end  of  the  stockade,  and  no  men  went  beyond  it  except  a  few  at  the 
head  of  the  line,  who  passed  around  it  and  through  an  opening  just 
near  the  end  made  by  one  of  our  shells,  much  less  crossed  the  ditch  or 
got  any  nearer  the  fort.  I  saw  them  instantly  return  the  same  way 
they  had  gone,  and  it  was  this  incident,  I  think,  that  made  the  sailors 
yield  so  suddenly.    This  was  the  nearest  direct  approach  to  the  fort. 

The  whole  force  was  thrown  together  for  the  first  time,  and  certainly 
made  a  most  gallant  and  spirited.assault,  which  was  evidently  regarded 
by  the  rebels  as  the  main  attack  from  the  manner  in  which  they  met  it, 
and  few  who  were  there,  I  think,  can  censure  the  men  for  retreating. 

It  created  a  handsome  diversion  for  the  army,  and  enabled  them  to 
obtain  a  footing  with  little  resistance;  and,  regarded  as  a  feint,  was  a 
most  important  part  of  the  action. 
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The  loss  was  lieavy,  but  when  we  consider  all  the  circumstances  and 
the  f2:rand  results  achieved,  I  trust  that  everyone,  like  the  nation,  is 
fully  satisfied. 

L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain^  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 
Golonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  D.  O, 


Baport  of  Lieateiuuit  Pagan,  U.  8.  Karine  Corpi,  trammittlng  detailed  report  regarding 
operationi  of  the  guard  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Wabaih. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  W,  186!), 
Colonel:  Herewith  please  find  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
marine  guard  of  this  ship  in  the  recent  operations  against  the  defenses 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

As  my  command  was  detached  from  the  main  body  of  marines  while 
on  shore,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  report. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  E.  Faoan, 
Lieutenant^  U.  8.  Marines,  Commanding  Guard,  Wabash. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  J).  C. 

[Bndoeare.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  19,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning 
the  part  taken  by  the  marine  guard  under  my  command  in  the  recent 
operations  of  the  combined  forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  against  the 
rebel  Fort  Fisher,  at  the  entrance  to  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina: 

Ten  days  before  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fislier  by  the  Navy  Cap- 
tain Melan(*.ton  Smith,  commanding  the  Wabash,  gave  to  ray  charge  a 
X-inch  shell  gun  (pivot,  aft  on  the  quarter-deck)  and  a  30-pounder 
Parrott. 

By  almost  constant  drill  I  soon  had  my  men  expert  in  the  manage- 
ment of  great  guns  and  ready  for  active  service  against  the  enemy.  At 
the  same  time  I  endeavored  to  keep  them  well  instructed  in  the  infantry 
drill,  so  as  to  be  able  to  acquit  themselves  with  credit  against  the  enemy 
on  shore  if  occasion  required  them  to  land. 

During  the  terrible  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  and  25th 
of  December,  1864,  my  guns  took  an  important  part,  and  the  skill  and 
coolness  with  which  my  men  worked  and  served  the  heavy  pivot  gun 
won  me  recognition  and  praise  of  Captain  Smith  and  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman,  and  proved  that  as  artillerists 
(as  well  as  infantry)  United  States  marines  rank  with  the  best  in  any 
service. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  action  my  gun  fired  120  shell  during  the  tour 
hours  the  Wabash  was  in  action. 

On  the  13th  instant  my  men  again  worked  their  guns  with  coolness 
and  precision. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  at  10  o'clock,  I  received  orders 
from  the  first  lieutenant  to  embark  my  men  (previously  detailed)  and 
land  on  the  beach  in  front  of  the  [Half]  Moon  battery. 
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My  command  consisted  of  3  sergeants,  3  corporals,  and  38  privates, 
and  to  prevent  confusion  in  landing  the  company  was  divided  into  sec- 
tions, each  commanded  by  a  noncommissioned  officer. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  10  my  men  were  landed  and  formed  on  the 
beach  about  2  miles  from  the  rebel  fort.  I  then  received  and  formed 
into  companies  the  marines  of  other  vessels,  until  the  arrival  on  the 
beach  of  Captain  Butler,  when  I  reported  to  that  officer  and  turned  over 
the  command. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Butler,  senior  marine  officer  on 
shore,  to  take  my  command  and  advance  to  the  support  of  the  sailors 
at  the  front,  and  who  were  throwing  up  intrenchments  near  Fort  Fisher 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I  marched  my  company  by  the  flank  up  the  beach  until  within  a  mile 
of  Fort  Fisher,  when,  finding  that  the  firing  was  severe,  I  deployed  my 
men  as  skirmishers  across  the  plain  and  continued  to  advance.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  intrenchments,  I  ordered  my  men  to  cover  themselves  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  enemy's  fire,  which  they  partially  did  by 
throwing  up  heaps  of  sand  with  their  bayonets  and  hands.  After  the 
sailors  had  completed  their  breastworks  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breese  (fleet  captain  North  Atlantic  Squadron)  to  advance 
my  command  to  the  extreme  parallel  of  intrenchments,  which  I  did, 
my  men  marching  to  the  front  across  a  plain  swept  by  the  enemy's 
fire  with  alacrity  and  spirit.  In  this  advance  I  frequently  ordered  my 
skirmish  line  to  lie  down,  and  as  soon  as  the  shower  of  grape  and  can- 
ister had  swept  by  they  would  jump  to  their  feet  and  advance  at  the 
double  quick.  After  a  toilsome  march  through  the  sand  we  reached 
a  line  of  intrenchments  about  40  yards  from  the  fort,  where  I  found 
a  skirmish  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York 
Volunteers. 

During  this  advance  two  of  my  men  were  badly  wounded  and  sent 
to  the  rear.  I  now  ordered  a  few  of  my  men  (good  shots)  to  employ 
themselves  as  sharpshooters,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  skill  that  a 
fieldpiece  inside  the  palisade  of  the  fort  was  forced  to  be  abandoned 
by  the  rebel  artillerists. 

I  now  awaited  further  orders,  but  finding  the  trench  filling  up  with 
soldiers,  and  supposing  the  attack  was  about  to  be  made,  I  collected 
my  men  and  marched  them  by  the  flank  across  the  plain  toward  the 
beach,  where  1  saw  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  advancing  to  the 
front.  Seeing  no  officer  to  report  to,  I  formed  my  men  with  the  rest  of 
the  marines  (who  were  in  the  center  of  the  column,  the  advance  being 
composed  entirely  of  seamen,  with  naval  officers  at  their  head).  In  this 
manner  we  marched  with  great  steadiness  under  a  severe  musketry  fire 
from  the  fort  toward  the  northeast  angle  of  the  work,  until  the  front  of 
the  column  halted,  when  I  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  and  pick  ofl"  the 
rebels  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher.  My  men  opened  tire,  doing  good 
execution,  but  they  had  only  been  at  work  some  minutes  when  I  ordered 
tbein  to  cease  firing  and  prepare  for  the  assault. 

1  now  perceived  a  movement  in  front  of  the  position  my  men  occupied, 
and  immediately  a  body  of  men  rushed  past.  I  endeavored  by  every 
means  in  my  power,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Meeker,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
to  check  the  retreat  which  I  now  plainly  saw  was  meditated,  if  not 
initiated,  but  my  threats  and  appeals  were  of  no  avail,  and  1  then  pre- 
pared myself  for  the  worst,  knowing  that  a  retreat  would  be  disastrous 
and  more  deadly  than  a  charge  against  the  fort.  My  command  main- 
tained its  position  with  the  rest  of  the  marines  until  I  saw  Lieutenant- 
Commander  F.  B.  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  informed  me  that  the  attack 


684        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

had  been  for  the  present  abandoned.    I  then  collected  my  men  and 
marched  down  the  beach. 

Having  seen  that  the  retreat  was  universal  on  the  part  of  the  naval 
forces,  I  gave  several  of  my  men  permission  to  go  to  the  front  and 
annoy  the  rebels  with  sharpshooting. 

Shortly  after,  hearing  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  rally  the 
sailors,  I  halted  my  men,  and  in  company  with  A^cting  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Danels,  of  the  Vanderbiltj  proceeded  down  the  beach,  where 
we  collected  quite  a  number  of  men  and  held  them  in  readiness  to  meet 
any  party  going  toward  the  fort. 

I  was  still  engaged  in  collecting  men  when  Lieutenant  Gushing,  U.  S. 
Navy,  told  me  that  General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  wanted  all  the  marines 
he  could  get  to  hold  a  line  of  intrenchments  in  the  rear,  which  the 
enemy  threatened  to  attack  in  force. 

In  a  short  time  I  hail  collec/ted  about  200  marines  and  marched  to 
General  Terry's  headquarters,  where  I  reported,  and  was  at  once 
assigned  a  position  on  the  line,  which  position  the  marines  held  with 
vigilance  and  attention  until  morning,  when  we  were  relieved  by  troops 
from  the  fort,  and  I  embarked  my  men  for  the  }Vaba^h. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add,  colonel,  that  1  sergeant  and  6  of  my 
men  became  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  guard  while  in  the  army 
intrenchments  at  the  front,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned  from  an  army 
ofBcer,  they  charged  the  fort  with  the  army  and  participated  with  gal- 
lantry and  coolness  in  the  hand-to-hand  encounter  which  ensued. 

I  have  recommended  Corporal  Tomlin,  of  my  guard,  to  Captain 
Smith  for  gallantry  in  helping  a  wounded  man  away  from  an  exposed 
I)osition  under  the  fort  while  under  a  withering  fire  of  musketry. 

My  command  is  now  (except  the  wounded  and  dead)  on  board  the 
ship,  in  good  condition. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Loris  E.  Fagan, 
Second  LieuUj  U.  8,  Marines,  Comdg,  Guards  Frigate  Wabash, 

Colonel  Commandant  JAOon  Zeilin, 

(Jommanding  U,  8.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[SubencloHure.] 
List  of  wounded,  marine  guard,  frigate  Jfaba$h. 


No. 


Names. 


Private  William  Daley . 


Private  Esok  P.  Bailey 
3  ,  Private  Patrick  Moran 


Kemarkfl. 


Wounded  while  on  AkimiiHh  line  by  piece  of  shell.    Since 
died  of  the  wound  on  board  U.  8.S.  Colorado.    Buried  on 
Federal  Point.  North  (Carolina. 
Wound<Kl   while  on  Hkimiieh  line  by    tn'<^1*<-8hot.    Now  on 
board  thlH  tthip,  doinf{  well. 

. -,,  -  »,...,«  ^^..^ Wounde<l  while  in  front  of  Fort  Finher  (on  the  beach)  by  bul- 

I  let.    Now  on  boanl  thiH  ship,  doiu^  well. 

Private  Patrick  Scanlan '  Wounded  by  exploaion  of  magazine  in  Fort  P'iHher.    Doing 

I  I      well. 

Private  George  Brown i         Do. 

i 


Respectfully,  etc., 

Louis  E.  Fagan, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Marines,  Commanding  Guard,  Wabash. 
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Letter  firom  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Reynolds,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps, 
regarding  the  action  of  the  marines. 

Flagship  Maltbbn, 
Oape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolina^  January  30y  1865. 

My  Dear  Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 

You  know  I  always  say  what  I  think  and  never  attempt  to  gloss  over 
anybody's  derelictions. 

The  report  I  made  of  the  marines  came  from  officers  and  sailors  and 
from  what  I  saw  myself. 

It  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  fault  of  the  officers  as  far  as  gallantry 
was  concerned,  and  in  niy  official  report  to  the  Department  recommend- 
ing officers  for  promotion  you  will  find  the  following  paragraph: 
"Though  the  marines  did  not  do  their  duty,  Oaptain  L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain  George  Butler,  and  Second  Lieutenants  William  Wallace, 
Charles  F.  Williams,  and  Louis  £.  Fagan  were  found  in  the  front  and 
fought  gallantly.  I  recommend  them  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
Department." 

If  anything  is  wanting  to  show  that  there  is  no  prejudice  on  my  part 
against  the  marines  (on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  supported  them), 
the  paragraph  above  quoted  settles  the  question. 

I  see  that  some  of  your  Corps  are  venting  their  ill  humor  on  me  in 
the  newspapers,  choosing  the  way  which  will  not  improve  the  case  any. 

It  is  not  creditable  to  the  Corps  to  have  such  things  take  place.  I 
myself  care  very  little  for  such  attacks  and  never  notice  them  any  more 
than  I  would  if  Greeley,  of  the  Tribune,  should  make  me  out  no  sailor 
or  a  coward,  or  if  the  editor  of  the  Post  should  make  it  appear  by  his 
showing  that  I  had  "cotton  on  the  brain"  and  did  all  I  could  to  make 
Butler  lose  Fort  Fisher. 

The  first  is  disproved  by  the  fact  that  I  have  captured  every  fort  I 
ever  went  to  work  upon,  and  the  "cotton  on  the  brain"  is  disproved 
because  I  gave  my  share  of  prize  money,  $60,000,  to  be  divided  among 
my  sailors  on  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  same  way  I  will  always  be  found  prepared  to  disprove  any- 
thing else  reflecting  on  me. 

If  any  officer  of  mine,  or  any  ship,  failed  in  duty,  I  should  mention  it 
in  my  dispatches.    The  way  to  correct  evils  is  to  state  facts. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  marines  as  a  body  did  not  come  forward, 
although  there  were  cases  of  individual  courage  very  praiseworthy.  A 
few  of  the  marines,  about  twenty  in  number,  got  mixed  up  with  the 
sailors  and  went  to  the  front,  and  the  eflfect  of  their  fire  showed  what 
would  have  been  the  result  had  the  whole  body  advanced,  as  they  were 
ordered  and  expected  to  do.  (I  enclose  you  the  orders.)  There  was  fine 
cover  for  them,  and  they  could  easily  have  cleared  the  parapets  on  each 
side  of  the  road  or  route  up  which  the  sailors  were  to  have  passed.  As 
it  was,  the  seamen  were  exposed  to  this  cross  fire,  when  every  man  of  the 
enemy  had  to  stand  out  exposed  on  the  parapet  and  be  shot  down  if 
tliere  were  enough  people  to  fire  on  them.  A  marine  shot  Colonel  Lamb 
while  urging  on  his  men,  but  there  were  too  few  to  do  any  good  and 
check  that  heavy  fire. 

I  saw  the  whole  performance  myself.  The  sailors  marched  in  column 
and  in  beautiful  order,  straight  up  to  the  ditch  and  parapet,  amid  a 
shower  of  grape,  canister,  and  bullets,  but  broke  as  soon  as  they  saw 
that  they  were  not  supported,  as  it  had  been  explained  to  them  they 
should  be,  and  of  course  you  know  enough  of  sailors  to  know  that  they 
never  could  be  rallied  again. 
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The  main  body  of  marines  never  came  up  nearer  than  600  yards  to 
the  fort,  when  they  shoald  have  been  under  the  sand  hills  close  to  the 
fort,  or  covered  by  the  heavy  chevaux  de  frise  which  was  on  the  outside 
of  the  ditch.    The  soldiers  went  through  it;  why  should  not  they  t 

The  moment  the  marines  halted  they  broke  and  did  not  stop  until 
fhey  were  out  of  gunshot.  This  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Whether 
there  were  any  of  the  officers  with  the  marines,  or  whether  they  were 
too  few,  or  whether  (as  Oaptain  Breese  says)  there  was  a  want  of  organ- 
ization, I  do  not  know. 

Marines  are  as  good  as  any  other  soldiers,  and  should  be  better;  but 
something  was  wrong  on  this  occasion,  and  as  I  received  no  report  from 
Captain  Dawson  I  don't  know  what  it  was.  Individually,  he  acted 
gallantly  and  was  at  the  front.  Whether  he  should  have  left  the  main 
body  of  marines,  you  should  know  best. 

On  these  expeditions  no  individual  officer  should  make  his  gallantry 
apparent  by  neglecting  the  main  object  in  view  (securing  success).  I 
don't  know  that  Oaptain  Dawson  did  so. 

I  am  sure  from  what  J  saw  that  the  sailors  would  have  got  into  the 
fort  had  the  parapets  to  the  right  and  left  of  them  been  kept  clear  of 
rebels,  which  could  have  been  done. 

It  matters  little  now,  as  we  were  successful  in  getting  the  fort,  how 
it  was  done.  The  object  I  had  in  sending  the  sailors  and  marines  was 
accomplished.  I  feared  the  plan  of  the  troops  attacking  at  one  i>oint 
only  would  not  succeed,  and  it  might  have  been  a  failure  had  the 
sailors  and  marines  not  drawn  the  larger  part  of  the  enemy's  force  to 
the  side  they  were  on. 

And  now,  my  dear  Keynolds,  I  have  told  you  the  story  as  near  as  I 
can,  and  am  quite  sure  you  would  have  agreed  with  me  had  you  been 
here. 

You  will  never  find  me  doing  an  act  of  injustice  to  anyone,  and  I 
shall  stick  up  for  the  marines  and  attest  their  importance,  as  I  have 
always  done  since  I  first  knew  a  ship.    With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 
Yours,  very  truly, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Oolonel  John  G.  Keynolds, 

U.  S.  Marine  Gorpsy  Marine  Barracks^  Brooklyn^  N.  Y. 


Unofficial  letter  of  Major-Oeneral  Terry,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Hear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  15y  1865. 

My  Dear  Admiral.:  I  received  your  very  kind  present  two  days 
since. 

I  don't  know  how  to  thank  you  for  all  the  tokens  of  rep^ard  which  you 
have  shown  me.  I  believe  that  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed,  and 
believe  that  1  am  not  ungrateful. 

I  have  tried  several  times  to  thank  you  for  all  that  you  said  in  my 
praise  after  [Fort]  Fisher,  but  I  could  not  do  it;  it  seemed  as  if  thank- 
ing you  would  be  an  assumption  that  the  praise  was  my  desert  rather 
than  the  result  of  your  generosity. 

In  my  own  report  of  our  operations  I  tried  to  do  justice  to  the  Navy. 
I  felt,  however,  that  it  would  not  be  modest  for  me  to  say  much  about 
an  officer  of  your  great  reputation  and  really  exalted  ])ositiou.  I  trust 
that  if  you  see  the  report  it  will  not  be  unsatisfactory  to  you. 

I  am  about  starting  to  join  Sherman.  I  expect  to  meet  him  on  the 
19th  or  20th. 


NORTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  587 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  thing  is  about  finished.    I  don't  see  how  the 
rebels  can  hold  out  much  longer.    I  earnestly  hope  that  soon  we  shall 
meet  in  a  pacific  and  peaceful  country. 
With  the  highest  respect  and  a  feeling  of  deep  obligation, 
I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours, 

Alf.  H.  Tebby. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Eztraot  from  Beport  of  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
On  Federal  Pointy  N.  C,  January  25^  1865. 

General:  •  •  •  During  the  6th  instant  a  severe  storm  arose, 
which  so  much  impeded  our  progress  that  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of 
the  8th  that  my  own  vessel  arrived  at  the  rendezvous.  All  the  others, 
excepting  the  tiagship  of  General  Paine,  were  still  behind.  Leaving 
Brigadier-General  Paine  to  assemble  the  other  vessels  as  they  should 
arrive,  I  went  into  Beaufort  Harbor  to  commnuicate  with  Rear- Admiral 
Porter,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  with 
whose  fleet  the  forces  under  my  command  were  destined  to  cooperate. 

During  the  8th  nearly  all  of  the  vessels  arrived  at  the  rendezvous. 
Some  of  them  required  repairs  to  their  hulls,  damaged  by  the  gale; 
some  repairs  to  their  machinery.  Others  needed  coal  or  water.  These 
vessels  were  brought  into  the  harbor  or  outer  anchorage,  where  their 
wants  were  supplied.  All  the  others  remained,  until  the  final  sailing  of 
the  expedition,  from  20  to  25  miles  off  the  land.  The  weather  continued 
so  unfavorable  as  to  afford  no  prospect  that  we  would  be  able  to  make 
a  landing  on  the  open  beach  of  Federal  Point  until  Wednesday,  the 
11th.  On  that  day  Admiral  Porter  proposed  to  start,  but  at  high  water 
there  was  still  so  much  surf  on  the  bar  that  the  ironclads  and  other 
vessels  of  heavy  draft  could  not  be  gotten  over  it.  Our  departure  was 
therefore  delayed  till  the  next  day. 

On  the  morning  tide  of  the  llJth  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  passed 
out,  and  the  whole  fleet  of  naval  vessels  and  transports  got  underway 
for  this  place.  As  we  were  leaving,  the  vessels  containing  General 
Abbott's  command  came  in  sight.  Orders  were  sent  them  to  follow  us. 
We  did  not  arrive  off  1^'ederal  Point  until  nearly  nightfall,  consequently, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  admiral,  the  disembarkation 
of  the  troops  was  not  commenced  until  the  next  morning.  Our  subse- 
quent experience  fully  justified  the  delay.  It  would  have  been  extremely 
diflicult  to  land  the  men  at  night. 

At  4  a.  m.  of  the  13th  the  inshore  division  of  naval  vessels  stood  in 
close  to  the  beach  to  cover  the  landing.  The  transports  followed  them 
and  took  positions  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a  line  parallel  to  and  about 
20()  yards  outside  of  them.  The  ironclads  moved  down  to  within  range 
of  the  fort  and  opened  fire  upon  it.  Another  division  was  placed  to  the 
northward  of  the  landing  place,  so  as  to  protect  our  men  from  any  attack 
from  the  direction  of  Masonboro  Inlet.  At  8  o'clock  nearly  200  boats, 
besides  steam  tugs,  were  sent  from  the  navy  to  the  transports,  and  the 
disembarkation  of  men,  provisions,  tools,  and  ammunition  simultane- 
ously commenced. 

At  3  p.  m.  nearly  8,000  men,  with  three  days'  rations  in  their  haver- 
sacks and  40  rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  boxes,  six  days'  supply  of 
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hard  bread  in  balk,  300,000  additional  rounds  of  small-arms  ammanition, 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  intrenching  tools,  bad  been  safely  landed. 
The  surf  on  the  beach  was  still  quit^  high,  notwithstanding  that  the 
weather  had  become  very  pleasant,  and,  owing  to  it,  some  of  the  men 
had  their  rations  and  ammunition  ruined  by  water.  With  this  excep- 
tion no  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  had  commenced  landing,  pickets  were  thrown 
out.  They  immediately  encountered  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  shots 
were  exchanged  with  tbem,  but  no  serious  engagement  occurred.  A 
few  prisoners  were  taken,  from  whom  I  learned  that  Hoke^s  rebel  divi- 
sion, which  it  was  supposed  had  been  sent  farther  south,  was  still  here, 
and  that  it  was  his  outposts  which  we  were  meeting. 

The  first  object  which  I  had  in  view  after  landing  was  to  throw  a 
strong  defensive  line  across  the  peninsula,  fi^om  the  Cape  Fear  River 
to  the  sea,  facing  Wilmington,  so  as  to  protect  our  rear  from  attack 
while  we  should  be  engaged  in  operating  against  Fisher.  Our  maps 
indicated  that  a  good  position  for  such  a  line  would  be  found  a  short 
distance  above  the  head  of  Myrtle  Sound,  which  is  a  long,  shallow  piece 
of  water  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand  spit  of  about  100  yards  in 
width,  and  communicated  with  it  by  Mason boro  Inlet.  It  was  8U])posed 
that  the  right  flank  of  a  line  at  that  point  would  be  protected  by  the 
sound,  and,  being  above  its  head,  that  we  should  by  it  control  the  beach 
as  far  as  the  inlet,  and  thus  in  case  of  need  be  able  to  land  supplies  in 
quiet  water  there.  Our  landing  place  was  selected  with  reference  to 
this  idea.  An  examination  made  after  we  landed  showed  that  the  sound 
for  a  long  distance  above  its  head  was  so  shallow  as  to  offer  no  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  troops  at  low  tide,  and  as  the  farther  down  tbe  penin- 
sula we  should  go  the  shorter  would  be  our  line  across  it,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  take  up  a  position  where  the  maps  showed  a  large  pond, 
occupying  nearly  one-third  of  the  width  of  the  peninsula,  at  about  3 
miles  from  the  fort.  Shortly  before  5  o'clock,  leaving  Abbott's  brigade 
to  cover  our  stores,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  for  the  last  named 
point.  On  arriving  at  it,  the  "pond"  was  found  to  be  a  sand  tiat, 
sometimes  covered  with  water,  giving  no  assistance  to  the  defense  of  a 
line  established  behind  it.  Nevertheless,  it  was  determined  to  get  a 
line  acjross  at  this  place,  and  Paine's  division,  followed  by  two  of  Ames's 
brigades,  made  their  way  through.  The  night  was  very  dark,  much  of 
the  ground  was  a  marsh  and  illy  adapted  to  the  construction  of  works, 
and  the  distance  was  found  to  be  too  great  to  be  properly  defended  by 
the  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  the  direct  attack  upon  the  fort 
It  was  not  until  9  a.  m.  that  Paine  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river. 
The  ground  still  nearer  the  fort  was  then  reconnoitered,  and  found  to 
be  much  better  adapted  to  our  purposes.  Accordingly,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  their  last  position  and  established  on  a  line  about  2 
miles  from  the  works. 

They  reached  this  final  position  at  2  p.  m.,  of  the  14th  instant.  Tools 
were  immediately  brought  up  and  intreuchments  were  commenced;  at 
8  o'clock  a  good  breastwork,  reaching  from  tlie  river  to  the  sea  and 
partially  covered  by  abatis  had  been  constructed  and  was  in  a  defensible 
condition.  It  was  much  improved  afterwards,  but  from  this  time  our 
foothold  on  the  peninsula  was  secured.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
14th  the  landing  of  the  artillery  was  commenced,  and  by  sunset  all  tbe 
light  guns  were  gotten  on  shore.  During  the  following  night  they 
were  placed  on  the  line,  most  of  them  near  the  river,  where  the  enemy, 
in  case  he  should  attack  us,  would  be  least  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the 
gunboats.     Curtis's  brigade,  of  Ames's  division,  was  moved  down 
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toward  Fisher  daring  the  morning,  and  at  noon  his  skirmishers,  after 
captnring  on  their  way  a  small  steamer  which  had  come  down  the  river 
with  shells  and  forage  for  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  reached  a  small 
unfinished  outwork  in  front  of  the  west  end  of  the  land  front  of  the 
work. 

General  Curtis^  Lieutenant-Colonel  (now  brevet  brigadier-general) 
Gomstock,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  expedition,  and  myself,  under  the 
protection  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  made  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the 
work,  getting  within  600  yards  of  it.  The  report  of  General  Comstock, 
which,  with  its  accompanying  map,  is  appended  hereto,  gives  a  full 
description  of  it  and  its  condition  at  that  time. 

As  tbe  result  of  this  reconnoissance,  and  in  view  of  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty wliich  might  be  expected  in  landing  supplies  and  the  material  for 
a  siege  on  the  open  and  often  tempestuous  beach  it  was  decided  to 
attempt  an  assault  the  next  day,  provided  that  in  the  meantime  the  fire 
of  the  navy  should  so  far  destroy  the  palisades  as  to  make  one  practi- 
cable. Tbis  decision  was  com  municated  to  Admiral  Porter,  who  at  once 
placed  a  division  of  his  vessels  in  a  position  to  accomplish  this  last- 
named  object.  It  was  arrange<l  in  consultation  with  him  that  a  heavy 
bombardment  from  all  the  vessels  should  commence  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  continue  up  to  the  moment  of  the  assault,  and  that  even  then 
it  should  not  cease,  but  should  be  diverted  from  the  points  of  attack  to 
other  parts  of  the  work.  It  was  decided  that  the  assault  should  be 
made  at  3  p.  m.,  that  the  army  should  attack  on  the  western  half  of  the 
land  face,  and  that  a  column  of  sailors  and  marines  should  assault  at 
the  northeast  bastion.  The  fire  of  the  navy  continued  during  the 
night. 

At  8  a.  m.  of  the  loth  all  of  the  vessels,  except  a  division  left  to  aid 
in  the  defense  of  our  northern  line,  moved  into  position,  and  a  fire,  mag- 
nificent alike  for  its  power  and  accuracy,  was  opened.  Ames's  division 
had  been  selected  for  the  assault.  Paine  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
defensive  line,  having  with  him  Abbott's  brigade  in  addition  to  his  own 
division.  Ames's  First  Brigade  (Curtis's)  was  already  at  the  outwork 
above  mentioned,  and  in  trenches  close  around  it.  His  other  two  bri- 
gades (Pennypacker's  and  BelPs)  were  moved  at  noon  to  within  support- 
ing distance  of  bim.  At  2  o'clock  preparations  for  the  assault  were  com- 
menced. Sixty  sharpshooters  from  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
armed  with  the  Spencer  repeating  carbine,  and  40  others,  volunteers 
from  Curtis's  brigade,  the  whole  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Zent,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  were  thrown  forward  at  a  run  to  within 
175  yards  of  the  work.  They  were  provided  with  shovels  and  soon  dug 
pits  for  shelter  and  commenced  firing  at  the  parapet.  As  soon  as  this 
movement  commenced  the  parapet  of  the  fort  was  manned  and  the 
enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  opened. 

As  soon  as  the  sharpshooters  were  in  position  Curtis's  brigade  was 
moved  forward  by  regiment  at  the  double  quick  into  line  at  about  475 
yards  from  the  work;  the  men  there  laid  down;  this  was  accomplished 
under  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  from  whicb,  however,  they 
soon  sbeltered  themselves  by  digging  shallow  trenches.  When  Curtis 
moved  from  the  outwork  Pennypacker  was  brought  up  to  it,  and  Bell 
was  brought  into  line  200  yards  in  his  rear.  Finding  tbat  a  good  cover 
for  Curtis's  men  could  be  found  on  the  reverse  slope  of  a  crest  50  yards 
in  tbe  rear  of  the  sharpshooters  they  were  again  moved  forward,  one 
regiment  at  a  time,  and  again  covered  tbemselves  in  trenches.  Penny- 
packer  followed  Curtis  and  occupied  tbe  ground  vacated  by  him,  and 
Bell  was  brought  up  to  the  outwork.    It  had  been  proposed  to  blow  up 
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and  cut  down  tbe  palisades.  Bags  of  x>owder  with  fuzeR  attached  had 
been  prepared  and  a  party  of  volunteer  axmen  oi  gauized,  but  the  fire 
of  the  navy  had  been  so  effective  daring  the  preceding  night  and  morn- 
ing that  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  use  the  powder.  The  axmen, 
however,  were  sent  in  with  the  leading  brigade  and  did  good  service 
by  making  openings  in  portions  of  the  palisading  which  the  fire  of  the 
navy  had  not  been  able  to  reach. 

At  3 :  25  p.  m.  all  the  preparations  were  completed,  the  order  to  move 
forward  was  given  to  Ames,  and  a  concerted  signal  was  made  to 
Admiral  Porter  to  change  the  direction  of  his  fire.  Gurtis's  brigade  at 
once  sprung  from  their  trenches  and  dashed  forward  in  line;  its  left  was 
exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading  fire,  and  it  obliqued  to  the  right  so  as  to 
envelop  the  left  of  the  land  front.  The  ground  over  which  it  moved 
was  marshy  and  difficult,  but  it  soon  reached  the  palisades,  passed 
through  them,  and  effected  a  lodgment  on  the  parapet.  At  the  same 
time  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  under  Fleet  Captain  K.  R. 
Breese  advanced  up  the  beach  in  the  most  gallant  manner  and  attacked 
the  northeastern  bastion,  but,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire,  they  were 
unable  to  get  up  the  parapet.  After  a  severe  struggle  and  a  heavy 
loss  of  valuable  officers  and  men  it  became  apparent  that  nothing  could 
be  effected  at  tbat  point  and  they  were  withdrawn. 

When  Curtis  moved  forward,  Ames  directed  Pennypacker  to  move  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  brought  Bell  up  to  Pennypacker's 
last  position,  and  as  soon  as  Curtis  eot  a  foothold  on  the  parapet  sent 
Pennypacker  in  to  his  support.  He  advanced,  overlapping  Curtis's 
right,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  heavy  palisading  which  extended 
firom  the  west  end  of  the  land  face  to  the  river,  capturing  a  consider- 
able number  of  prisoners;  then,  pushing  forward  to  their  left,  the  two 
brigades  together  drove  the  enemy  from  about  one-quarter  of  tlie  land 
face.  Ames  then  brought  up  BelFs  brigade  and  moved  it  between  the 
work  and  the  river.  On  this  side  there  was  no  regular  parapet,  but 
there  was  abundance  of  cover  afforded  to  the  enemy  by  cavities  from 
which  sand  had  been  taken  for  the  parapet,  the  ruins  of  barracks  and 
storehouses,  the  large  magazine,  and  by  traverses,  behind  which  they 
stubbornly  resisted  our  advance.  Hand-to-hand  fighting  of  the  most 
desperate  character  ensued,  the  huge  traverses  of  the  land  face  being 
used  successively  by  the  enemy  as  breastworks,  over  the  tops  of  which 
the  contending  parties  fired  in  each  other's  faces.  Nine  of  these  were 
carried,  one  after  the  other,  by  our  men. 

When  liell's  brigade  was  ordered  into  action  I  foresaw  that  more 
troops  would  probably  be  needed,  and  sent  an  order  for  Abbott's  brigade 
to  move  down  from  the  north  line,  at  the  same  time  requesting  Captain 
Breese  to  replace  theui  with  his  sailors  and  marines,  i  also  directed 
General  Paine  to  send  me  one  of  the  strongest  regiments  of  his  own 
division.  These  troops  arrived  at  dusk  and  reported  to  General  Ames. 
At  0  o'clock  Abbott's  brigade  went  into  the  fort.  The  regiment  from 
Paine's  division,  the  Twenty- seventh  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  A.  M.  Blackman  commanding,  was  brought  up  to  the 
rear  of  the  work,  where  it  remained  under  fire  for  some  time  and  was 
then  withdrawn.  Until  6  o'ch>ck  the  tire  of  the  navy  continued  upon 
that  i)ortion  of  the  work  not  occupied  by  us.  After  that  time  it  was 
directed  on  the  beach,  to  prevent  the  coming  up  of  reinforcements  which 
it  was  thought  might  possibly  be  thrown  over  from  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  to  Battery  Buchanan.  The  fighting  for  the  traverses  continued 
till  nearly  9  o'clock,  two  more  of  them  being  carried.  Then  a  portion 
of  Abbott's  brigade  drove  the  enemy  from  their  last  remaining  strong- 
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holds  and  the  occupation  of  the  work  was  completed.  The  same  brigade, 
with  General  Blackman's  regiment,  was  immediately  pushed  down  the 
point  to  Battery  Buchanan,  whither  many  of  the  garrison  had  fled. 
On  reaching  the  battery  all  of  the  enemy  who  had  not  been  previously 
captured  were  made  prisoners,  among  them  Major  General  Whiting  and 
Colonel  Lamb,  the  commandant  of  the  fort.  At  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  Hoke  advanced  against  our  north  line,  apparently  with  the 
design  o^  attacking  it,  but  if  such  was  his  intention  he  abandoned  it 
after  a  skirmish  with  our  pickets.  During  the  day  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  H.  L.  Abbot,  chief  of  artillery,  was  busily  engaged  in  landing 
artillery  and  ammunition,  so  that  if  the  assault  failed  siege  operations 
might  at  once  be  commenced.  Consequent  to  the  fall  of  Fisher,  the 
enemy  during  the  night  of  the  16th  and  17th  blew  up  Fort  Caswell  and 
abandoned  both  it  and  their  very  extensive  works  on  Smith's  Island  at 
Smlthville  and  Keeves'  Point,  thus  placing  in  our  hands  all  the  works 
erected  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

In  all  the  works  were  found  169  pieces  of  artillery,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  heavy;  over  2,000  stand  of  small  arms,  considerable  quantities  of 
commissary  stores,  and  full  supplies  of  ammunition.  Our  prisoners 
numbered  112  commissioned  officers  and  1,971  enlisted  men. 

I  should  signally  fail  to  do  my  duty  were  I  to  omit  to  speak  in  terms 
of  the  highest  admiration  of  the  part  borne  by  the  Navy  in  our  oper- 
ations. In  all  ranks,  from  Admiral  Porter  to  his  seamen,  there  was  the 
utmost  desire  not  only  to  do  their  proper  work,  but  to  facilitate  in  every 
possible  manner  the  operations  of  the  land  forces.  To  him  and  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  bis  officers  and  men  we  are  indebted  that  our  men, 
stores,  tools,  and  ammunition  were  safely  and  expeditiously  landed,  and 
that  our  wounded  and  prisoners  were  embarked  for  transportation  to 
the  North.  To  tlie  great  accuracy  and  power  of  their  fire  it  is  owing 
that  we  had  not  to  confront  a  formidable  artillery  in  the  assault,  and 
that  we  were  able  with  but  little  loss  to  push  forward  the  men,  prepara- 
tory to  it,  to  a  point  nearly  as  favorable  for  it  as  the  one  they  would 
have  occupied  had  siege  operations  been  undertaken  and  the  work 
systematically  approached.  The  assault  of  the  sailors  and  marines, 
although  it  failed,  undoubtedly  contributed  somewhat  to  our  success, 
and  certainly  nothing  could  surpass  the  perfect  skill  with  which  the 
fleet  was  handled  by  its  commander.  Every  request  which  I  made  to 
Admiral  Porter  was  most  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  the  utmost 
harmony  has  existed  between  us  from  the  outlet  to  the  present  time. 

I  forward  herewith  General  Ames's  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Alfred  H.  Terry, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staffs  City  Pointy  Va. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Comttodk,  IT.  8.  Army,  relative  to  torpedoes  near  the 

northeast  face  of  Fort  Fiaher. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fishery  January  23^  1865. 
In  front  of  the  land  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  at  an  average  distance  of 
200  yards  from  the  work  and  80  feet  from  each  other,  was  an  elaborate 
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HyHteifi  of  toriie^loeftt  twenty-foar  in  number.  The  plan  of  Fort  Fisher 
will  hIjow  their  iKwition.  There  were  three  kinds:  First,  'JO  inch  shells; 
Ke^'^ind,  iKMler-iron  cylinders,  l^  inches  diameter  and  18  inches  long; 
and,  third,  •  •  •  lmoysha|ied  vessels,  of  abi>at  the  same  content 
as  tlie  cylinders,  and  also  of  sheet  iron.  The  faze  usually  had  an  iron 
plate,  with  a  wire  3  feet  long  to  form  its  ground  connection,  but  in 
some  cases  the  wire  was  fastened  to  the  iron  vessel  containing  the 
I>owder,  thus  using  that  for  a  ground  plate.  The  system  was  conneete<l 
with  the  fort  by  three  sets  of  double  wires,  each  wire  apparently 
intended  to  fire  live  or  more  Unpedoes.  A  single  wire  running  to  a 
group  of  tor|)edoes  was  branche^l  to  each,  in  the  ex|»ectation,  appar- 
ently, of  having  battery  power  sufllicient  to  fire  the  whole  group,  and, 
in  addition,  some  of  these  gron]>s  were  connected  with  each  other,  thus 
giving  (with  sufficient  battery  ]K>wer)  a  choice  of  ])08ition8  in  the  work 
to  fire  the  group  from.  The  assault  was  ma<le  on  the  left  (proper)  of 
the  face  by  the  army  and  the  right  of  the  front  by  the  navy.  Shells  had 
cut  the  sets  of  wires  lea^ling  from  both  these  points,  and  no  torpedoes 
whatever  were  exploded,  we  having  no  masses  of  men  over  them.  It  is 
possible  they  could  not  fire  those  whose  wires  were  uncut,  as  the  fuze  I 
nave  examineil  had  its  powder  cakiHl,  but  may  have  been  intended  for 
slow  match. 

•  •••••• 

The  batteries  for  firing  were  magnetic,  a  few  turns  of  the  crank  and  ' 
with  the  bhu;klead  connection  readily  firing  gunpowder  in  fine  grains. 
Th(*  accidental  cutting  of  four  out  of  the  six  wires  leailing  from  the  work 
was  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  which  probably  saved  us  from  severe  loss 
and  demoralization. 

Very  resiiectfully, 

C.   B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  lirevet  Tirigadier- General,  Chief  Engineer. 

General  K.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer. 


[TolofprAin.] 

Fort  Fisher,  January  14, 1865. 
The  Chickamauga  is  firing  on  the  beach  whenever  the  enemy  show 
themselves,  by  direction  of  tlie  flagofticer  and  my  advice. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-OeneraL 
General  Uraxton  Braog. 


Letter  from  M ajor-General  Hoke,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  Burmiilng 
regarding  the  movement!  of  the  Federali. 

January  17, 1865. 
(30L0NEL:  About  dark  yesterday  afternoon  four  boats  were  seen  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Miisonboro  Hound;  two  of  them  stopped  oil' 
Montpfoniery's  ford.  I  did  not  know  what  might  be  their  intention,  but 
tlumj^ht  the  enemy  wonhl  perhaps  attempt  a  landing  above  us,  and 
being  nearer  to  Wilmington,  |N.  0.|,  than  we,  make  a  foreed  march  to 
the  eity,  and  at  the  same  time  run  their  boats  up  the  river.  To  prevent 
this  and  to  learn  their  movements  more  fully^  I  thought  it  best  to  send 
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Lipscomb  Oavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  last  night.    The  lights 
were  all  extingaished  in  the  fleet  last  night  about  11  o'clock. 

I  think  there  is  some  movement  on  hand.    Ko  boats  have  attempted 
to  come  up  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  E.  F.  Hoke, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraU 


Bztraet  fipom  report  of  Ki^or-Oeiienl  Whiting;  0.  S.  Army,  oaUing  attention  to  the  ineffident 

rapport  of  General  Bragg. 

Hospital,  Fort  Columbus,  Oovbewob's  Island, 

New  York  Harbor^  February  19y  1865. 

•  •••«•• 

I  wish  to  add  a  few  remarks  upon  the  difference  between  the  two 
attacks,  and  also  give  some  information  which  I  have  acquired.  Had 
the  enemy  assaulted  the  work  on  first  attack  he  would  have  been  beaten 
off  with  great  slaughter.  The  fire  of  the  fleet  on  that  occasion,  though 
very  severe  and  formidable,  was  very  difbse  and  scattered,  seemingly 
more  designed  to  render  a  naval  entrance  secure  than  a  land  attack, 
consequently  our  defense  was  but  slightly  damaged.  We  had  nineteen 
guns  bearing  on  the  assault,  and,  above  all,  the  palisade  was  almost  as 
good  as  new.  Moreover,  the  fleet,  during  the  first  bombardment,  hauled 
off  at  night,  leaving  the  garrison  time  for  rest,  cooking,  and  refresh- 
ment. It  is  remarkable  that  during  the  first  bombardment  no  gun's 
crew  was  ever  driven  from  its  guns;  but  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  Janu- 
ary the  fleet  stationed  itself  with  the  definite  object  of  destroying  the 
land  defense  by  direct  and  enfilade  fire,  the  latter  a  feu  cPenfilement  to 
knock  down  the  traverses,  destroying  all  guns,  and  pound  the  north- 
east salient  into  a  practicable  slope  for  the  assaulting  column.  By  12 
m.,  Sunday,  not  a  gun  remained  on  the  land  front.  The  palisade  was 
entirely  swept  awayj  the  mines  in  advance,  so  deeply  did  the  enemy's 
shot  plow,  were  so  isolated  from  the  wires  and  could  not  be  used. 
Not  a  man  could  show  his  head  in  that  infernal  storm,  and  I  could  only 
keep  a  lookout  in  the  safest  position  to  inform  me  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Contrary  to  previous  practice,  the  fleet  kept  up  the  fire  all 
night.  Cooking  was  impracticable.  The  men,  in  great  part,  in  Fisher 
at  the  second  attack  were  not  those  of  the  first,  and  were  much  more 
demoralized.  The  casualties  were  greater,  with  but  one  ration  for  three 
days.  Such  was  the  condition  when  the  parax)ets  were  manned,  on  the 
enemy's  ceasing  firing,  for  assault. 

As  soon  as  a  lodgment  was  made  at  Shepherd's  battery,  on  the  left, 
the  engineers  at  once  threw  up  a  strong  covering  work  in  rear  of  Fisher, 
and  no  effort  of  ours  against  overwhelming  numbers  could  dislodge 
them. 

Then  was  the  time  for  the  supporting  force,  which  was  idly  looking 
on  only  3  miles  off,  which  could  see  the  columns  on  the  beach,  to  have 
made  an  attack  upon  the  rear  of  the  assaulting  columns;  at  any  rate, 
to  have  tried  to  save  Fort  Fisher,  while  the  garrison  had  hurled  one 
assaulting  column,  crippled,  back,  and  were  engaged  for  six  hours  with 
6,000  men  vigorously  assaulting  it. 

General  Bragg  was  held  in  check  by  two  brigades  of  F.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  along  a  line  of  no  impediment  whatever.  Once  at  this  line,  by 
N  w  B— vol  11 38 
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tbe  river  bank,  witli  his  three  batteries  of  artillery  and  his  whole  force 
steadily  advancing,  the  enemy's  fleet  coald  not  have  fired  again  without 
hurting  their  own  men.  The  enemy  had  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery; 
altogether  about  7,000  or  8,000  men.  Pushing  our  batteries  to  Camp 
Wyatt  and  Colonel  Lamb's  headquarters,  and  opening  heavily  on 
Shepherd's  battery  with  an  advance  of  our  troops,  and  such  of  the 
enemy  as  could  not  have  escaped  in  boats  must  have  fallen  into  our 
hands;  but  it  was  not  to  be.  I  went  into  the  fort  with  the  conviction 
that  it  was  to  be  sacrificed,  for  the  last  I  heard  General  Bragg  say  was 
to  point  out  a  line  to  fall  back  on  if  Fort  Fisher  fell.  In  all  his  career 
of  failure  and  defeat  from  Pensacola  out  there  has  been  no  such  chance 
missed  and  no  such  stupendous  disaster. 

Wounded,  in  the  hospital,  with  mortification  at  the  shameful  haste,  I 
heard  the  blowing  up  of  Fort  Caswell  before  the  enemy  had  dared  to 
enter  the  harbor. 

I  demand,  in  justice  to  the  country,  to  the  Army,  and  to  myself,  that 
the  course  of  this  officer  be  investigated.  Take  his  notorious  congrat- 
ulatory Order,  No.  14  [17*],  with  its  numerous  errors,  and  compare  his 
language  with  the  result.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  sent  to  Wilming- 
ton for.  I  had  hoped  that  I  was  considered  competent.  I  acquiesced 
with  feelings  of  great  mortification.  My  proper  place  was  in  command 
of  the  troops  you  sent  to  support  the  defense.  Then  I  should  not  now  be 
a  prisoner,  and  an  efibrt  at  least  would  have  been  made  to  save  a  harbor 
on  which  I  had  expended  for  two  years  all  the  labor  and  skill  I  had.  I 
should  not  have  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  works  which  our  very 
foes  admire  yielding  after  four  days'  attack,  given  up  and  abandoned 
without  even  an  attempt  to  save  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 
Major- General  {prisoner  of  war). 

General  B.  £.  Lee, 

Commanding  Annies  Oonfederate  States. 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  Gordon,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Third  Military  District, 

January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  at  about  8  o'clock,  the  enemy 
opened  on  the  fort  with  the  Ironsides,  one  double  and  three  single  tur- 
reted  ironchid  monitors,  concentrating  their  whole  tire  on  the  laud  face, 
keeping  up  a  regular  fire  till  5  p.  m.  At  this  hour  three  frigates — Colo- 
rado, Minnesota,  and  Wabash,  as  supposed — came  into  action  and  con- 
tinued a  terrific  fire  until  G  p.  m.  Colonel  Lamb,  anticipating  an  assault, 
made  repeated  applications  to  Major-General  Whiting  for  reinforce- 
ments. Tbe  only  forces  available  were  those  of  the  navy  manning  Fort 
Buchanan,  60  in  all,  which  were  willingly  furnished  by  Cai)tain  Chap- 
man, C.  S.  Navy.  Six  companies  were  brought  from  the  forts  below  at  8 
p.  m.,  and  150  men,  under  Major  James  Eeilly,  arrived  at  3  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  instant.  During  this  night  the  gunners  and  troops 
of  the  garrison  were  manning  the  palisades,  a  general  atbick  being 

*  See  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the 
RebeUiou,  Vol.  XLII,  Pt.  I,  p.  999. 
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anticipated,  oar  guns  keeping  up  a  fire,  covering  the  land  approach, 
at  intervals  during  the  entire  night.  Major-Oeneral  Whiting,  accom- 
panied by  myself,  was  also  on  the  works  and  beach  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  night,  keeping  watch  on  the  enemy's  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  again  opened  on  the 
land  face,  the  rest  of  the  fieet  (72  in  all)  forming  in  two  lines  of  battle. 
Fifteen  of  these  moved  into  position  and  joined  in  the  action,  keeping 
up  a  terrific  fire  during  the  whole  day  and  succeeding  night,  disman- 
tling every  gun  on  the  land  face,  one  8-ineh  columbiad  alone  excepted. 
Our  guns  replied  with  great  accuracy,  but  with  little  effect,  the  wooden 
vessels  remaining  out  of  range  of  our  shot,  making  but  slight  impres- 
sion on  the  ironclads,  as  far  as  we  could  judge.  The  gunners  displayed 
the  greatest  gallantry  under  this  most  terrific. fire.  The  enemy  had  also 
advanced  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  who  had  sunk  rifle  pits  and  annoyed 
the  men  serving  the  guns  by  keeping  up  a  constant  fire.  The  disman- 
tled guns  could  not  be  remounted  during  the  night,  nor  could  the  works 
be  repaired,  owing  to  the  constant  and  heavy  fire  kept  up  by  the  ene- 
my's fleet  during  the  entire  night.  A  telegram  having  been  received 
from  the  commanding  general  that  Brigadier-General  Hagood's  brigade 
had  been  sent  to  reii^orce  us,  was  ordered  to  await  their  arrival  at  Fort 
Buchanan. 

About  4:30  on  the  15th  first  of  these  regiments  (the  Twenty-first) 
arrived,  and  shortly  afterward  the  Twenty-fifth,  under  the  command  of 
Captains  Du  Bose  and  Oarson,  respectively.  The  Twenty- first  Regi- 
ment at  once  moved  up  to  Fort  Fisher;  the  other  was  moved  to  the  rear 
of  the  Mound  battery  for  shelter  from  the  enemy's  fire,  which  at  this 
time  was  awful.  It  moved  up  to  Fort  Fisher  later  in  the  day.  About 
52  ships  have  joined  the  monitors.  At  8  o'clock  they  concentrated  their 
fire,  without  any  cessation,  at  intervals,  on  different  portions  of  the 
works.  During  the  morning  of  this  day  (the  15th)  and  the  preceding 
night  the  enemy  landed  the  assaulting  column,  supposed,  and  as  con- 
firmed by  a  prisoner,  to  number  10,000  men.  These  were  formed  in 
three  lines  across  the  entire  neck  of  land,  covered  by  a  heavy  line 
of  skirmishers,  about  400  yards  in  front  of  the  main  body  and  at  a 
distance  of  about  1,000  yards  from  the  fort.  On  this  force  we  brought 
to  bear  our  one  available  gun  and  three  mortars,  which  had  been  mounted 
during  the  night,  and  these  repeatedly  broke  their  line  and  temporarily 
checked  tlie  £^vance.  As  the  attacking  column  advanced  a  part  of  the 
fleet  moved  in  single  line  in  succession  ahead  of  the  skirmish  line,  thus 
enfilading  the  entire  land  face  of  the  work,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet,  in  their  original  position,  kept  up  a  musderous  fire  on  nearly  every 
part  of  the  whole  fort.  (Jnder  cover  of  the  dense  smoke  a  brigade  was 
moved  from  the  enemy's  left  along  the  beach — the  tide  being  low — and 
succeeded  in  getting  within  the  palisade  line  before  they  were  seen,  but 
were  instantly  repulsed  twice  and  driven  from  their  position  with  heavy 
loss.  Corresponding  with  this  movement,  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  moved  up  on  our  left  and  got  possession  ol 
the  first  gun  chamber. 

Lieutenant  Latham,  of  Captain  Adams's  light  battery,  was  stationed 
with  two  guns  at  a  point  commanding  the  causeway  leading  to  the 
palisade  line  (the  palisade  line  itself  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy's  fire),  with  orders  to  run  his  guns  into  position  as  soon  as  the 
fire  of  the  fleet  had  slackened.  What  occurred  at  this  period  on  the 
left  of  the  line  I  am  unable  to  state,  being  myself  engaged  on  the  right, 
and  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  enemy's  approach  was  by  seeing 
their  flag  planted  on  the  third  traverse.    As  soon  as  discovered  all  the 
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available  force  was  led  to  repulse  this  attack  by  M%jor-General  Whitiog 
in  person,  bat  it  failed  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  position  occa- 
pied,  and  at  this  point  I  have,  with  much  regret,  to  state  Major-General 
Whiting  was  seriously  wounded  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  Major 
Hill,  chief  of  the  general's  staflf,  had  dispatched  couriers  to  Battery 
Buchanan  to  bring  up  the  three  remaining  regiments  of  Hagood's  bri- 
gade, who  had  been  ordered  to  remain  there  till  sent  for  (the  fire  from 
the  fieet  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  any  troops  to  move),  when 
it  was  discovered  that  this  force  had  never  reached  Battery  Buchanan 
(a  circumstance  much  indeed  to  be  regretted).  I  was  then  ordered  by 
M%jor-General  Whiting  to  communicate  with  the  commanding  general, 
which  I  immediately  attempted  to  do,  as  he  is  aware.  What  occurred, 
therefore,  subsequently  to  my  leaving  the  field  I  only  know  from  hear- 
say, but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  that  I  was  informed,  as  I  was  on 
the  x>oint  of  leaving,  that  a  flag  of  truce  had  been  hoisted  by  the  enemy 
and  answered  by  some  officer,  who  then  sarrendered  himself  and  300 
men  to  the  enemy,  and  that  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  had  been  marched 
into  the  gallery  of  the  sally  port.  I  have  also  to  add  that  the  garrison, 
though  in  good  heart,  was  sadly  worn  out  by  the  hard  work  they  we  e 
called  upon  to  perform  by  day  and  night,  but  that  a  feeling  of  much 
disappointment  existed  that  the  long-looked-for  cooperation  ft*om  the 
force  outside,  which  they  expected  would  have  been  rendered,  failed  to 
assist  them  in  their  hour  of  need. 

G.  T.  Gordon, 

Lieutenant'CoUmel  and  Assistant  Inspector- OeneraL 
'  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Bztraet  from  the  offieUl  diaiy  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  defenies  of  Con- 
federate (Federal)  Point,  with  headqoarten  at  Fort  Fiiher. 

January  12, — Four  blockaders  off  in  the  morning.  Five  blockaders 
off  at  noon.  6.4-inch  Brooke  rifle  mounted  on  land  face.  At  night  the 
tieet  appeared  off  Battery  Gatliu,  and  sent  dear  wife  and  children 
across  the  river. 

January  13. — The  enemy  commenced  bombardment  at  the  fort  with 
ironclads  at  7:30  a.  m.,  and  continued  it  until  about  G  ]).  ni.  At 5  p.  m. 
they  were  reinforced  by  frigates  and  other  heavy  ve8s(»ls,  which  opened 
and  continued  a  furious  bombardment  till  6  p.  m.  Casualties :  1  soldier 
and  1  negro  killed  and  41  wounded. 

January  li. — Enemy's  Ironsides  and  ironclads  commenced  bombard- 
ment 10: 40  a.  in.,  which  they  kept  up  until .    Some  iron  vessels 

after  the  Galena  class  joined  them  about  2  o'clock.  Skimiisliers  (^ame 
this  side  of  Battery  Holland  before  noon  and  dug  rifie  pits.  They 
went  over  to  Craig's  and  captured  the  steamer  Isaac  Wells. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^   U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Caldwell, 
U.  8.  Navyy  commanding  U.  8.  8.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  u,  1865. 
Sra:  You  will  proceed  to  Hani])ton  Roads  without  delay,  taking  the 
mails  and  seeing  that  they  are  forwarded  properly. 
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Fill  up  with  coal  and  return  to  nie  without  delay,  bringing  all  the 
mails  and  express  packages. 

Itesi>ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Pouter, 

Bear  Admiral, 
Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Cominanding  R.  R,  Cuyler^  off  New  Inlet 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lietdetutnt' Commander 
Westy  U,  8.  Navpy  regarding  transportation  of  coal. 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  14, 1865. 
Sir:  1  wish  you  to  send  1,000  tons  of  coal  down  here  without  delay. 
Let  it  sail  down,  or  have  it  towed;  any  way  to  get  it  down. 
When  the  vessel  arrives  with  the  anchors  for  the  large  sliips,  send 
her  right  down  here. 

Whenever  a  steamer  leaves  Beaufort  for  this  place,  make  her  tow 
something  down  if  you  have  anything  to  send. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmhaL 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  C.  West, 

Commanding  Naval  Stutiony  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


List  of  vessels  attached  to  tlie  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

January  15,  1865, 


Name. 


Gun  ft. 


Alibaiui, , 
Atlanta... 


Arlen. 


Arielttt........... 

Albeumrltr  (bulk) . 
Alpha  -„.,,,,..*. 

Jiritftiiuk , 


Bigndflia  . 


Bftllo 

Unrnklyn  ....-., , 

Ituii  AforpLii  tiniilkli,,,. 
tJhiirli'S  I'tieUiatUulkK 

(^AumiiciiH 

4^1iLru|we..., ,.. 

CLeiuutlA, , .* 


CffiumacLctra  Hull  . 
€<?rea ,  „  - , ^  * . . 

CheFtik€ti . 


Com  m  odore  BarAay . 


C1iui»> 


Cotuutiiiidlijg  officior. 


Commander  A .  C  li^hlnd^  ^  - . .  ^  ■ 
Acting  VolujiUjer  Lieut.  A.  U* 

LflUfCtlionie. 
Acling  Rnsiifti  W.C.  B^irden  ., 

ArtJji j;  EDflfgii  J.  rtiehop . , 

At'thig  Vtilmiteer  Lttiut.  T.  J- 

WoodwflTTd. 
Aetiug  VfilQDUwr  Llout.  ¥.  S* 

Llput,  Commniidt^r  W.  C.  Weat- 
A  u  t  f  n^  A  fl^  t .  Pji^  moatr-r  ^1  e\  Lach 

AcUfif^  KiiJi! j;n  ^ .  K.  Ihivln . ,; 

Avtitig  EuHign  li  W.  lEnvftitr^c. 
AothiK  Vuluutistir  Liisut.  W,  B, 

t>Iif!Jdai3, 
AettQg  VoluDtf^r  IJwut.  W.  li. 

ActiTic  Miiator  J*  G*  Greon 

Ca(»t.  JAUieA  Atden  -.«,...,..>.. 
At'TiuM  MflHU^r  A.  IL  Mulfurd. .. 

Ac4ii>K  Ensign  \\\  iJttlwtdl 

L it'll t,  Ciimmriiiilur  G  ,E  Jic^Lknfip  | 
l.'iirnmauder  A .  D.  ItjirrvIL ...... 

Aelm^  V4iLuiitLM.<<r  Lieut,  K  U.  \ 

Bnirier, 
AirtlniE  MHfltfirF.JoMolyn  ....J 

ActlPjj  MMtef  H,  H.  Fnator  .... 

U(>niiundiir«  U.  K.  Thatcher* , . , . 
ActiUff  VuluDtwr  Llout  W.  £. 

Acting  V*fiuB titer  Lieut*  J.  F* 

Acting  Tolnnteer  Lieut.  G.  B. 

Xflvingjitoti. 
Acting  Ma»ter  mod  Pilol  J. 


Present  dut>'  or  Htatioii. 


Korfollc  Kflvv  Yard. 
OffFurtFiiiliVr. 

iJcjiiiftirt,  K.  C. 
JamoM  Uiver. 
LlHiu])lun  Hofldti. 

nrFurtFl»!ior. 

B(*niifnrt,  K^  C. 
Sounds.  Nuttl]  Carolina. 
Juuufi  JMvcr. 
Bentjfort.  N.  C. 
Off  Fort  Flelier. 

I^orftdk  Krvv  Yard. 

BouiidH.  Krjrtb  Carolina. 
OlTForr  Fkber. 
Norfolk,  Vji, 
Cranej  iwlijirid,  Vir}:iiiia. 
Off  Fort  Fidbw. 
Sounds,  Kortb  Carolina. 
Norlblk  NilVT^  Yunl. 

Sounda<Nortb  Carolina. 

Do. 
OlTForiFIaln^r. 
Off  ^Vystern  Bar. 

Korfolk  Ifftvy  Tanl. 

Jamea  lUvor. 

Korfbllt.Va, 
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Kwoie. 


Giiii«« 


CommodDn  HorrJa . 

Cmuder.- ,-. 

CotHModere  Perry  _ , 


Coyler.  R,  K  . 

ChlppQWA 

I»QiabAr4on.- 


BeUiwftro. 

Bftwn 

Daylight  . 

Bolts 


SpKtlotl., 


Bdiu .,,..,„ 

Satftw ,-.....,. 

Fort  jRokaoa ...... ..... 

F«rt  DoDifUoii >,,..- 

Ftibkae. 

Oettyftbarg ... ...... 

G^Temoi*  Bii€klii£hiun  - 

(leiieTfil  PiitDiitD........ 

Gnuiite  f  filoop) - . . 


Gamma,.., 
Row(|aab., 


HOTt ,.. 

Btl^ 

HArcQurt..... 

lUAPCI - 

JiinlntA.. 

1.  K.  i^eymour. 
KdDA«^^  , . . 


l[c^yat<iQ0  State  - 
LilW... ........ 


Laiiuoh  No.  S  . 
Luuijcli  NOi  a  , 


Littlo  Atla. 

Uotiiirdlct 

Mitnoiciij ....... 

Mdbi(.'uii 

IhlJunfAOtA 

MftckinAw ..... 

MttBMutnjI. 

MmiDt  Vernoii . 


M<»reajlii  .... 
Maltsboutt  ,. 
Montgomiiry. 

MantaDza... 
Mlmni ....... 


Menrlotji... ......... 

Moant  Washington. 


Iffy  It  jc...... 

MfinadDock. 
MftbupAO.... 

Miinm  ..... 

Merc«d]ta  . . 


CUas. 


ComiaaQdiiiff  oAliiar. 


Acting  VotuDfceor  Lieut.  P.  Haye 
Aotiiij;  Yi^lunteer  Lieut.  A.  P. 

Fcwtet. 
Cammender  C.  H.  B.  Caldwdl . . 
Ueut.  Comroaiidor  A.  W,  Weaver 
AcUni:  EDBi^n  and  Pilot  QHffln. 
Acting:  Eti^itcn  G.  W.  Hadden  ,. 
AotinK    VuhtDtflvr   LleuL    H. 

Acilnif  Mas  tor  J.  H.  EldHdg!i^. . . 
Acting  Maflif r  J.  A.  J  aekftway  -  - 
A(?IIt]g MAMter  H,  A.  Pla4D«i. ... 

Comnitidore  John  Kodgtsni , 

Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  F. 

ActJDgEnaJgti  £, M, Bogea, . . 
AGtiDaYaluntaer  Lieut  J.  M. 
WilViams. 

Acting  Maatw  E.  S.  Kaysar 

Lient.  Commander  H.  IL  Blak«.. 
Capt.  B,  P. Sanrta  ............... 

Actinij  MiiBtef  G.  W.  Fro»t ..... 

Acting  Miiftt*?r  F.  IC  Webb  . .  „ 
Lieut.  H-  H.  LmnBon  .......,.- 

ArtiPff  Volunteer  Lietit,  J,  Mhc- 

Dinruiiil. 
ActiuK  Maator  H.  H,  Savage , , , . 
Acting  Ma«t«r  E.  liw^mer. ...... 


Actinj*  Enaign  IT,  Wheel  or , . , , , 
Acting  Knaij^n  H.  F,  Cnrtia..  -- . 
Acting  Viiltmtc^r  Lbut,  J.  W. 

J^ak'li. 
Lieut,  Commander  T*  O,   Bel- 

friilRe. 

Lleat,  Job.  Fy ff* .........* 

Aning  Enalgn.T.H. Kerens  «... 
Acting  Etie^  and  Pilot  ICop- 

nian. 
A  cting  Enelgn  H.  B,  Twambly . . 
Acting  Master  ThonipaDi] . 


Commancter  Jnu,  Oueet , .  * 

Cnpt  W.  K,  Taylor. ... .......... 

Acting  Ktifiign  K.  B.Allen. 

Lienl  Commander  P,  G,  Wat- 

TTiDrijrb. 
Vi  I II]  ID  a  I H 1  ►  r  H.  Rolando ,.....,., 
.A^  tiM;^  VrJuotffl^r  Lieut^  T.  A* 

Humn, 

Acting  Knstign  

Acting  Knaign  J.  H.  Cbapman. . 
Giinripr  Hh  Peteri*  ►....*.....,.,- 
Ai5tlng  Enalgn  J.  Q.  A.  David- 

aon. 
Acting  Enaign  J.  A.  Chad  wick  , 
Acting  WujiterS.P.Cram..---, 
Lit?iJt.  W.  B.  Ciiiblne  ........... 

Lieut.  ConiTnnnd<»r  ll,  Chandlec  . 

Comni  and@  r  D.  X  m  in  c  n  . , 

Com  I  oodopf  J .  Lnnni  an  ^ .....-.- . 
CuraniftudiT  J.  <J,  f^auiiiont. . . . . 
Commiiiidf^r  It  T,  Rem  haw  ... 
Acting:;  VolpbtcttM-  LiouL  J.Trsi- 

tii«rt. 

Aclln|£  Enaign  ♦! .  Brnwn  „ 

Uommabdfir  J.  C.  Fcblger ....... 

feting  Vwlunutsr  LliMil,  T.  C, 

Bnnn . 
LiifOt.  C^»mniandcrG.  W.  Yonng 
Actini;  Virtttntfcr  Lkmf,  U„  W. 

Gravna. 
ConmiandcF  E.  T.  KIchnU. 
Acllng  MHMler  and  Pilot  H.  11. 

Haynie. 
Actinjf  Mniiter  W.  Wright,,,.,. 

Corijniandiir  K,  ij.  PiirFOtt . .. 

Lii^nl-  foinnutrMbT  Jj,  E.  Pntt<r.. 
ActliJi;  Kni*t^n  F.  It,  Cmnilall  .. 
LieuL  Coinitiandar  M.  Qaxtttn  . . 
Lieut  B.H.  Porter....... 


Praaent  doty  or  station. 


Jamea  River. 

York  River.  Virginia. 

Jamea  River. 

Off  Fort  Fiaher. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Do. 

Jamea  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Off  Fort  Fiaher. 

Do. 
Jamea  River. 
Otl'  Fort  Fiaher. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roada. 
Off  Fort  Fiaher. 

Do. 

Jamea  River. 

Guard   ship,    Hat t era 

Inlet 
Jamea  River. 

Do. 
Off  Fort  Fiaher. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 
York  River,  Va. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 
Do. 

James  Kiver. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  Fislier. 
Soundn,  North  Carolina. 

James  River. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
JamcH  River. 
Ilamptxm  Uonds. 

Otr  Western  Bar. 
Sounds.  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  FiHhcr. 

Do. 
JanieM  River. 

Do. 
Do. 

York  River,  Virginia 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Baltimore. 
Off  Fort  Fiaher. 
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^*ni©. 


Gtitui.'Clva. 


K jAck . 


NaQaamoiMl-  -  -, 

Jf  ew  Ii«ri]«  (supply 
erj. 

Oiiojidtg*.,, ,- , .  — - . 

Pbioi... ..__., 

PowiiAUfl ....... .< 

Pftqatkt  *,,,-,. -.,,,. .. 

FAwtaxet- -------  -.~ -  - 

E^ppy -" 

SnakerClty , 
bodeUliUHl --.-.. 

BtfileAM. ......... .......... 

KtSQthAW  .  — , ...„-—. 

Rapnblio..---- .-.-. 

S«ne«i, *...-...- -^. 

$bea«ii4oBb-^ *.. ^- 

iiniqiMihKDna-.--. --, 

SaatJifadft  Cain.— .-.-.. 

8infiu .„ .,,.. 

t^hiuii^oek,-- -...-„, 

gftffkun  .-.-,..., ,.,.. 

Spojten  Dujrirll   (torp«d<^ 
bdatL 

Shokofcott,-..,. 

^Maiii:iift. .-.-. .,,-.--,. 

TiiJicarora 

Triilmtn  Shindy ......  — 


T*coti  J  _  „ . 
TlcoudBmEa 

lutidui*.:.. 

Cmi- 

Tift»iA 

Tii:)ttbnffE 


VBllijy  Ctty-. .., 

Vance.  A,  D„,-.- -.. 

WaliAiiii „ 

WwtemWiirM........ 

WiUiiiu  Badger  (hulk) 
Wjidanou 


WbitebMd 


Zonavts  . 


Coraoiuicllng 


Li«nt.  Commander  L.  H.  Hpw- 

Acltog  MaAUtf  J.  H.  Porter  „ . . 
Comoifidort.'  W.  E*dford  -..**.,. 


CumtDandm'  J.  M,  B.  Cllti . 
CommiLdilh  r  W.  A  .  Papker 
AclUii;  Kii-^i-ji^  I J  I'li'-n.., 
Codxunbthi:!  J.  1    .S«:Ei»''oek.....,- 
LteuL  Cominjinili^r  H.  L. 
Coia^;ii]iler  J.  H .  ^|*otU .  < 

Acting  E(i«ii;?j  W;  CLirkft 

Lieut.  fTtuniiiianilef  W.  G.  Tooipb 

CoDiniarick^r  W.  R  Splcflr  ... 

CDmmaiidcr  S.  D.  Trfin<?li«riL ...  J 
Acting  Muster  J .  Haker  .,..,... 

a  n  nm^r  E.  A.  M  c^  Di  m^A 

Acting  Euiiju^u  J.  W.  BvDUCitt... 
Lieut  Comma odfir  M.Bfcard  .., 

C»ptU.0.Ride6ly 

CoQUUCKlore  H.  W .  QcHlcm . . . , . 

CiipLO.S.GII*fton  .—-... 

AcUiig  Mflaler  W.  G.  KnttlDs  . . 
Comni  under  E.  R.  CoHkiuu  . .  — 

Commajidi'r  W,  H .  Mncitrnb 

Acting  KiiNfj^'^a  II.  M-  Piabau.... 
First  A»slAt^t  Eogitteer  L»y .. 

Artiiig^'olEmeeer  Licmt  B.  HDAe 
LieoCuo'iiimaii.dftr  J .  L.  Uavla  . 

Colli iDAntl«(r  J.  M.  Frailo^ .-, 

AcWdk  %'plDntisnr  Llftot.  £.  F. 

Bnveni. 
Lieut.  Conunandt^r  W.  T.  Tmx- 

tun. 

C»ptC.Ste«dtii«o  .-, *,.. 

LLetit  CommiDdcrF.  M.  KAfflaJty' 
Acting  EnHiiEi]  H.  F>  HatbMwayj 

Capt.aW.PickeHog. 

A€tLii2^EiiAig&  W.  Moody  , .  — . . 
LldotJCfnomaBder  Baker ...--.. 
Actitig  MMter  J.  A.  J.  arooka . . 
LitMit  ConiRmnder  J .  B.  Tpibfir 

Ciipt.M,  Smith............. 

Acting  EiinlgD  B.HerHck...... 

Acting  Btifligii  S.  G.  Swain, . .... 

ActiagHaftt«^r  H,  Amy. , 

Lient.XiHiiiDaDder  B.  Engllab. . . 
Acting  U juter  G,  W.  Baiwtt . . . 

Acting  Maater  T.  W.  i^heer 

Acting  Maater'ft   Mftte  J^.  K. 

Lleut^  Commander  T  C.  HarHa. 
Aoting  Knvlgn  J.  L.  QnyBa  ,..-. 
Ai^tlug  Enalgu  F.  W.Mlntcer.. . 


Priiednt  duty  &r  etatt&n. 


Off  VTmlwn  Bar. 
Off  Furt  Flabar. 


Bo. 

JattiM  Hirer. 

Bo. 
Off  Fort  Fiaber. 

Do. 

Bo, 
Norfolk  KaTv  Turd. 
Off  Flirt  Flaber. 

Do. 

Do. 
Ba&ufott,  N.  C. 
Bound  A.  Nortli  CwroUoa. 
Gtf  Fort  Fiaber. 

Do. 

*Do. 
Do. 
York  RKer. 
im  Fort  Fiflber. 
Soniida,  Kortli  CafoUna. 
BamptoD  IUmuIi. 
Jamea  Hirer, 

Bc«nf«Tf.H.C. 
Off  Fort  FlaliAr. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bo. 

Do. 
Norr«ilk,Va. 
Off  Fort  Fiaber. 
N<>riVdk,  %'a. 
Off  Wfati  rn  B*r. 
S^mJidtt,  North  CaroHjuk 
Off  Fort  Fiahej-. 

Dot 
Jftmea  RlTer/Yirglnla, 
BeanforLKC. 
Off  Fort  Finber. 
SoondH.  Kurtfa  Carolfna, 
Kew  Bama.  K.  0. 
Guanl  ftbip,  Norfolk* 
Jatnta  lllver. 

Off  Fort  F  labor. 
Norfolk,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  TAeutenant  Hay  8^  Z7.  8,  Kavy^  regarding  rumors 
of  a  proposed  raid  by  a  party  of  Confederates  under  Captain  Fitzhugh, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
Off  TorJttoicn,  January  15 j  1865. 
Sir:  1  am  informed  by  reliable  authority  that  an  attack  is  contem- 
plated by  a  Captain  Fitzhugh  and  what  force  he  may  collect  (probably 
50  or  (»0  men)  in  boats  now  in  Severn  River,  [Va.],  which  have  been  sent 
from  Eichmond  for  the  purpose,  upon  the  light- boat  on  the  Wolf  Trap 
in  Chesapeake  Bay  and  such  vessels  as  they  may  come  across  in  the 
bay.  If  successful,  they  contemplate  a  raid  upon  the  oyster  fleet  in  this 
river.  I  notitied  the  light- boat  of  it  this  morning.  Have  ordered  all  the 
oyster  fleet  below  me  from  up  the  river,  and  have  put  additional  men  on 
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tbe  Seymour  aiul  ordered  lier  to  cruise  in  Mobjack  Bay,  at  the  month  of 
Severn  lliver,  in  order  to  prevent  them  getting  out.  This  Fitzbugb  is 
the  on©  wbo  committed  extensive  depredations  upon  tbe  eastern  shore 
some  months  ago. 

T!ie  military  authorities  bave  been  notified  at  Fort  I^Iagmder,  and  I 
presume  some  action  T?ili  be  taken  by  them.  I  respectlnlly  inform  you 
of  the  action  I  have  t<iken  in  the  matter,  and  request  you  will  forward 
me  a  boat  of  light  draft  of  water  to  cruise  between  New  Point  and  the 
Wolf  Trap,  in  order  to  catcb  tbem  sbonld  they  put  out  from  that  x>oiut. 
Hoping  my  action  will  meet  with  your  approval, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 
Avtifn  Volunteer  lAeuteftant^  Oomd<j,y  Senior  Officer  in  York  River, 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Divisimij  North  Atlantic  Mockadinff  Squadron. 


Eeport  of  Aethifj  Yoluntfer  Lieutentint  Hnyn^  V,  S.Xavy^  retjuestinfi  an 
opinio }i  reijardintj  tht^  hretwtirorks  on  Giourester  Point, 

tr.  S,  S,  Crusader, 
Yorktoitti^  Va,j  Jtinuarif  1,5,  J865* 
Sir:  The  breastworks  on  Gloucester  Point  evacuated  by  our  forces  < 
aflbrd  an  excellent  opi>ortunity  lor  tbe  rebels  to  plant  a  few  pieces  to 
annoy  us,  wiiieh  tbey  readily  could  do,    I  am  under  tbe  opiniou  they 
ought  to  be  destroyed,  and  request  jour  opinion  on  tbe  subject* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 
Acitj,  Volnnteer  lAeutenmit^  Oomdg,^  Senior  Officer  in  York  niver. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Vomdij.  Fifth DiviMOUj  A^orth  Atlantic  Blockadintj  Squadron, 


Special  report  of  Eeurjbhniral  Porter j  U,  S,  Xavy^  regarding  the  practical 
fcorkiufj  of  the  won i tor  qIomh  of  vessels, 

North  Atlantic  Squadeon, 
FlagHhip  Malrern^of  Fort  Fisher j  N.  0,,  January  1~>^  1SC5, 

SiE;  My  late  experience  with  tbe  monitor  class  of  vessels  under  fire, 
at  sea,  and  in  riding  out  lieavy  gales,  just i ties  me  in  making  a  8pe<;ial 
report  on  the  niiitter.  I  feel  tbe  importance  of  tbe  Government s  receiv- 
ing accurate  informatiou  in  relation  to  a  class  of  vessels  about  which 
there  hn^  been  a  diflerence  of  opinion  and  of  which  we  are  building  quit« 
a  nnmber» 

My  experience  has  been  with  the  Monadnoek,  Saitgm^  Mahopac^  and 
CammieuH^  all  vessels  of  some  difierence  of  coustruction,  and  built,  I 
believe,  by  ^lilferent  contractors. 

Before  Ieavin«jr  Hampton  Koads,  and  while  waiting  for  the  Army  to 
provide  troops  for  tbe  hind  i*art  of  this  expedition,  1  seat  tbe  monitors 
Cajionicitt!^  Mahopac^u^nd  Saugug  up  the  James  Kiver  to  try  what  they 
could  do  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Hewlett's  and  above  that  point. 
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At  Howlett's  the  enemy  had  a  heavy  gun  mounted  (a  200-pounder 
Brooke  rifle),  which  was  frequently  fired  at  the  monitors,  but  seldom  hit- 
ting them.  One  of  their  shells,  or  shot,  however,  struck  the  Saugus  fair 
on  the  turret  and  knocked  out  and  loosened  forty  of  the  bolts. 

This  was  owing  to  the  bolts  being  driven  from  inside  to  out,  instead 
of  from  outside  to  in.  The  turret  was  not  materially  injured,  and  was 
repaired  again  in  about  two  weeks,  and  I  have  been  using  the  Saugus 
here  against  these  works,  where  she  has  done  efl'ective  service. 

The  Canonicua^  Mahopacy  and  Monadnock  left  Hampton  Boads  on  the 
13th  ultimo,  the  former  two  in  tow  of  steamers,  the  Monadnock  going 
under  steam  with  a  st-eamer  in  company.  The  weather  was  quite 
rough,  and  at  times  the  sea  would  go  over  the  turrets  and  down  the 
funnels,  but  I  passed  them  while  at  sea  and  they  were  making  excellent 
weather  of  it.  On  asking  their  commanders  afterwards  how  they  got 
along  the  answer  was,  "Oh,  quite  well,  sir;  only  a  little  damp.'' 

On  arriving  at  Beaufort,  K.  O.,  I  filled  them  up  with  coal  and  amma< 
nition.  I  found  a  defect  in  a  pump  on  board  the  Canonicus  [Mahopac] 
(a  centrifugal  pump  they  called  it),  which  did  not  fetch  the  water  until 
there  was  a  foot  or  more  in  the  vessel.  This  was  a  serious  defect,  and 
one  for  which  the  constructors  were  very  culpable.  The  Mahopac^a  decks 
leaked  considerably,  and  made  the  officers  and  crew  very  uncomfortable. 
The  monitors  started  from  Beaufort  on  the  18th  ultimo,  the  Canonicus 
and  Mahopac  being  towed,  the  Monadnock  declining  such  assistance. 
Indeed,  she  did  not  require  it,  outrunning  the  largest  vessels  easily, 
and  keeping  ahead  of  all  except  the  very  fastest. 

On  the  2l8t  ultimo  it  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  S.W.,  and  a 
very  heavy  sea  commenced  rolling  in.  The  vessels  were  all  anchored 
in  13  fathoms  water,  with  a  long  scope  of  chain  out.  Most  of  the  large 
vessels  dragged  during  the  gale.  The  Tuscarora  and  Juniata  put  to 
sea  (I  think  unnecessarily),  while  the  monitors  rode  it  out  beautifully. 

I  was  anchored  quite  near  them  and  witnessed  their  performance. 

I  at  first  thought  I  had  been  imprudent  and  had  unnecessarily  risked 
the  lives  of  officers  and  men,  but  I  went  to  sleep  the  first  night  of  the 
gale  quite  easy  in  my  mind  in  regard  to  the  monitors.  I  saw  that  they 
were  making  the  best  weather  and  riding  easier  than  any  of  the  other 
vessels  in  the  fleet.  All  the  transports  cut  and  ran,  though  I  think  that 
was  quite  unnecessary.  After  the  gale  I  enquired  of  the  commanders 
of  the  monitors  how  they  passed  through  the  ordeal,  and  they  seemed 
to  think  they  got  along  very  well.  The  smaller  monitors,  Mahopac  and 
Canonicusj  at  times  almost  disappeared  from  view,  and  the  commander  of 
the  former  vessel  complained  of  discomfort,  owing  to  the  decks  leaking, 
but  the  vessels  were  in  no  danger  at  any  time.  As  to  the  Monadnock^ 
she  could  rideout  a  gale  at  anchor  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  She  is  certainly 
a  most  perfect  success,  so  far  as  the  hull  and  machinery  are  concerned, 
and  is  only  defective  in  some  minor  details,  which  in  the  building  of  these 
vessels  require  the  superintendence  of  a  thorough  seaman  and  a  prac- 
tical and  ingenious  man.  The  Monadnock  is  capableof  crossing  the 
ocean  alone  (when  her  compasses  are  once  adjusted  properly),  and 
could  destroy  any  vessel  in  the  French  or  British  navy,  lay  their  towns 
under  contribution,  and  return  again  (provided  she  could  pick  up  coal) 
without  fear  of  being  followed.  She  could  certainly  clear  any  harbor 
on  our  coast  of  blockaders  in  case  we  were  at  war  with  a  foreign  power. 
As  strong  and  thick  as  the  sides  of  this  vessel  are,  one  heavy  shot  from 
Fort  Fisher  indented  the  iron  on  her  side  armor  without,  however,  doing 
any  material  damage.    These  vessels  have  laid  five  days  under  a  fire 
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from  Fort  Fisher,  ani'bored  less  tlian  8(»0  yanls  off,  and  tlioufi:h  fired  at 
a  great  deal,  tliey  were  seldom  hit,  aiul  received  no  injury  except  to 
boats  and  ligbt  matier  about  decks,  which  were  pretty  well  cut  to 
pieces.  Conijiared  with  the  iron^irf^x,  their  lire  is  very  rIow,  and  not 
at  all  calculated  to  silence  heavy  batteries,  which  rerinire  a  rapid  aiid 
contiritions  tire  to  drive  men  from  tlie  guns;  but  they  are  famous 
eoadjutors  iii  a  tight,  and  put  in  the  heavy  blows  winch  tell  on  case- 
mates and  bombprooJs.  The  smaller  class  of  mouitors,  as  at  |  resent 
constructed,  will  always  require  the  ai<l  of  a  steamer  to  tow  them  and 
take  care  of  them.  In  smooth  weather  they  ought  to  go  along  Uy  them- 
selves, and  wlieu  towed  the  towroi>e  shonhl  never  be  less  than  200 
fathouis  in  length.     It  strains  them  very  much  to  have  a  short  towline, 

I  do  not  know  yet  what  their  real  durability  is  or  would  be  in  a  con- 
tinuons  tire  against  llieir  turrets.  8olid  XI  intdi  or  200  jvounder  rifles 
are  apt  to  break  something  when  they  strike,  aud  I  slH»o]d  be  much 
better  satisfied  myself  to  t>c  behind  wooden  bulwarks  and  take  what 
comes  than  to  be  shut  np  in  an  iron  turret,  not  knowing  whether  it  is 
properly  constructed.  Tliis,  though,  is  the  prejudice  ot  a  sailor,  and 
should  h:iv(*  no  weight  winitevcr.  Tlie  commanders  of  the  monitors 
seem  to  feci  (piite  at  home  and  sale  in  them,  and  ai>prchend  no  more 
danger  at  sea  than  in  any  other  kind  of  a  vessel.  Commander  Parrott, 
of  the  Monadnovk,  remarked  that  he  did  not  see  any  ditlereuee  between 
her  aud  anything  else,  Thti  *sWMf;«,¥  joined  me  after  the  first  day's  fight 
off  Fort  Fisher,  and  was  towed  round  from  Norfolk  by  the  Kereus  iu 
\ery  rough  weatiier.  The  vessel  leaked  a  good  deal  through  her  bows 
and  some  nneusiness  was  felt  for  her  on  that  areount,  but  her  seagoing 
qnalities  weie  spoken  of  as  good.  Thedirticnlty  was  a  niechanical  one, 
and  in  no  way  detracts  from  the  qualities  of  the  vessel.  There  is  no 
great  anujunt  of  coujfort  on  board  these  vessels  at  sea ;  that  is  conceded 
on  all  sides,  but  they  are  seldom  at  sea  and  only  exposed  when  making 
a  voyage.  This  is  tlie  first  time,  1  believe,  that  the  nnmitors  have  ridden 
ont  heavy  gales  in  an  open  sea  at  anchor,  though  they  have  ridden  out 
gales  in  Charlesttm  Koads. 

1  Imve  only  to  remark  that  the  principle  is  a  good  one,  if  the  vessels 
an*  all  built  like  the  MonfHinotk.  The  lire  of  these  vessels,  combined 
witli  tlie  tire  of  Bueh  vessels  as  the  New  IrouaideK  and  heavy  frigates, 
is  very  effective,  particularly  against  heavy  plated  vessels,  bo;nbnroofs, 
and  stone  or  brick  w^alls.  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  vessel  that  <'ame  up 
to  my  id eas  o f  w h a t  i s  rei \ a i red  f* j r  o !fe n s i v e  op e ratioi i s  a s  m u c h  a s  t he 
IroHifidt^H*  She  conddnes  very  nmny  gr^od  qnalities.  The  most  im|K>r- 
tant  is  the  comfort  with  which  the  people  on  boanl  of  her  bve,  though 
she  w^ould  be  no  match  fur  the  Monuduock  iu  a  tight,  ti»e  latter  having 
more  sx>eed. 

The  accuracy  of  fire  is,  I  think,  in  favor  of  the  Jron^iVto,  judging 
from  what  I  have  seen  here.  The  turrets  get  tilled  with  smoke  and  do 
not  clear  as  quick  as  the  Iro^isides^  though  that  defect  could  be  ji  voided 
by  not  (iring  both  guns  so  near  together.  These  itnpressions  id"  mine 
areforme<l  from  asliort  experience  with  monitors,  but  1  tliink  they  vviU 
be  found  correct,  |>rovided  the  monitors  are  properly  built. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcspeetfnllyj  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D,  Fhrtee, 

Eear- Admiral, 

Hon.  (tIDEon  Wi:lles. 

tSecretarif  of  tlw  Navt/j  WdihimjtoHj  IK  O. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  16, 1865. 
A  fast  steamer  leaves  here  to-morrow  afternoon  at  4  p.  ra.  for  the 
tleet  oflF  Wilmington.    She  can  touch  off  Fortress  Monroe,  Wednesday 
morning,  to  take  dispatches  or  any  officer  if  you  desire  it. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Pointy  Ya. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sand^,  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  remains  of  Assistant  8urgeon  Tjongshaw,  U.  8.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865, 
Sir  :  You  will  run  outside  to  where  the  Minnesota  is  lying  and  take 
on  board  the  body  of  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  then  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  turn  all  your  wounded  over  to  the  hos- 
pital.   Commodore  Lanman  will  give  you  directions  as  to  the  disposal 
of  the  remains  of  Dr.  Longshaw. 
After  performing  this  duty  fill  up  with  coal  and  return  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Olisson,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  disposal  of  the 
wounded  on  that  vessel. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January,  16, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  under  your  com- 
mand to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  deliver  the  wounded  you  have  on  board  at 
the  hospital. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  the  navy  yard  and  make  all  necessary 
repairs  to  your  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Spicer,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposal  of  the  wounded  on  that  vessel. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  without  delay  to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  deliver  the  wounded 
you  have  on  board  your  vessel  into  the  naval  hospital  at  that  place. 
Coal  up  and  return  here  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commander  Wm.  F.  Spicer, 

Commanding  Quaker  City, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U,  8,  Navy^  to  Commander  Oolhouuj  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Federal  Point,  N.  (7.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  the  8augvs  in  tow  of  the  RJiode  Island,  U) 
the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  and  turn  over  the  8augus  to  the  commandant 
of  the  yard  (Captain  Herrien)  for  repairs.    You  will  then  obey  the 
orders  you  have  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

BearAdmiraL 
Commander  E.  li.  Colhoun, 

Commanding  Monitor  8augus. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commander  Frailey,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8,  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16j  1865. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  without  delay  and  report  to 
Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  for  duty. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  Jas.  M.  Fbailey, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  Tuscarora,  off  Fort  Fisher, 


[Fint  ondorsoment.] 

Reported  off  Charleston,  January  19,  1865. 

[Second  eudorsomoiit.] 


J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral 


The  Tuscarora^s  station  for  the  present  will  be  on  the  outside  block- 
ade iit  tliis  place. 

J.  A.  D. 


Letter  from  the  chairman  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  to  the  8eC' 
retary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  Rear-Admiral  Porter  be  summoned 
to  appear  to  give  testimony. 

Committee  Room  Conduct  of  the  War, 

January  17,  1865, 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
to  request  tliat  you  will  direct  Admiral  Porter  to  ai)pear  before  them 
to  testify  in  relation  to  the  expedition  against  Wilmington,  as  soon  as 
he  can  come  consistently  with  the  demands  of  the  service. 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

B.  V,  Wade, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  17^  1865. 
Lieatenant-Oommander  Jefifers  will  leave  the  Department  at  3  o'clock 
with  some  letters  to  Admiral  Porter  to  go  by  the  Bat.    When  received, 
let  her  leave. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
!   Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Oommandamt  Navy  Yardj  Washingtotij  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  17, 1865. 
Mr.  F.  P.  Blair,  senior,  will  go  immediately  to  Richmond.  Will  you 
be  good  enongh  to  telegraph  ine  when  he  can  go  throagh  by  water  if 
possible,  as  there  can  be  no  delay.  He  is  too  old  to  endare  the  fatigue 
of  a  land  march  and  delay.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  Federal  Point 
affair. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Oity  Point,  Va. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  lights  on  the  Mound. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  obtain  the  lights  on  the  Mound;  see  that  they  are 
properly  trimmed  and  lighted,  as  has  been  the  custom  with  the  rebels 
during  the  blockade.  I  plae^  this  matter  in  your  entire  charge  and 
expect  you  to  use  all  your  exertions  to  carry  it  out. 

It  is  reported  there  are  many  blockade  runners  on  their  way,  having 
heard  of  our  first  attack,  and  you  will  cause  such  preparations  to  be 
made  that  will  secure  any  which  may  enter. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Olitz. 

[P.  S.] — Have  the  lights  lighted  tonight  and  see  that  no  vessel  inside 
displays  a  light,  and  be  ready  to  grab  anyone  that  enters. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Howell,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nereus. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  take  the  Mahopac  in  tow  and  proceed  with  her  to  Port 
Royal  or  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  will  report  to  Admiral  Dahlgren. 
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Ou  completion  of  this  daty  you  will  proceed  to  Mari^iana  Passage 
in  obedience  to  yoar  original  orders. 

Bespectfiillyy  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Bear-Adtniral. 
Oominander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Nereus, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant- Commander 
Weaver  J  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mahopac, 

Off  Foet  Fisher,  January  17,  186:'}. 
SiB:  Proceed  in  tow  of  the  Nereus  oflf  Cliarleston  or  to  Port  lioyal, 
B.  C,  and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  Soath 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Poeteb^ 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Mahopac,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear^Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ammen^  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  D.  8.  8.  Mohican,  to  proceed  as  hearer  of  dispatches 
for  General  Sherman. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Neic  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to 
liear-Admiral   Dahlgren.    Take   the   accompanying   dispatches    and 
request  Admiral  Dahlgren  to  have  them  delivered  to  (leneral  Sherman 
by  a  safe  hand  or  do  so  yourself. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  Ammen, 

U.  8.  8,  Mohican. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Frailey,  V.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  8.  Tusrarora, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  take  the  Canonicus  in  tow  and  proceed  with  her  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  will  report  to  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for 
further  [duty]. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral. 
Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant' Commander 
Belknap^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  (I,  8.  S,  Oanonicus, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  J7,  1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  in  tow  of  the  Tnscarora  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  rejwrt 
to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear*  Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Canonicus. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Quest,  Z7.  8. 
Navy,  commandtng  U,  8,  Iosco, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charleston  or  Port  Royal 
and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Iosco. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  BrooMyn,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  for 
examination  of  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Mala^ern, 
Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  As  I  do  not  think  your  vessel  in  condition  for  further  service, 
after  the  heavy  firing  from  her  guns,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  have  her 
sent  to  Hampton  Roads  for  examination,  from  whence  you  will  report 
your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  state  in  full 
your  condition. 

If  the  Department  thinks  your  vessel  fit  for  active  service  after  the 
examination,  it  will  notify  you  to  that  effect.  1  have  no  means  here  of 
ascertaining  the  actual  condition  of  your  vessel.  I  know  she  has  been 
for  a  long  time  unseaworthy,  and  was  only  temporarily  fitted  for  this 
expedition. 

In  case  the  Department  desires  to  send  you  on  an  expedition  which 
it  has  in  view,  you  will  have  time  to  make  necessary  rej>air8,  as  I  am 
not  ready  yet  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  other  vessels  here. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage  home,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your- 
self, gallant  officers,  and  crew,  who  have  given  me  so  much  aid  and  no 
trouble  at  all, 

1  remain,  respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Brooklyn^  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Badfordj  U.  8. 
Navyj  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Neic  Ironsides^  to  proceed  with  that  vessel 
to  Norfolk^  Ta.,  and  report  to  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
J7.  8.  Flagship  Malvern j  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17 j  1865. 

Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Norfolk,  Va,,  in 
company  with  the  U.  8.  S.  Smquehanna,  and  on  your  arrival  there  will 
report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  further  orders. 

In  taking  leave  of  you,  permit  me  to  express  the  high  appreciation  I 
feel  of  the  services  you  have  rendered  to  me  since  you  have  been  ander 
my  command.  To  your  vessel  more  than  any  other  in  the  squadron  is 
the  country  indebted  for  the  capture  of  the  outworks  of  Gape  Pear 
Biver.  Eeady  at  all  times  to  go  anywhere  and  do  anything,  yon  have, 
in  my  opinion,  shown  the  highest  qualities  an  officer  can  possess,  and 
I  have  never  tired  in  looking  on  in  admiration  at  the  endurance  of  your 
vessel  and  the  terrible  execution  she  has  done  while  in  your  hands.  I 
hope  it  may  be  my  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with  yon  again  in  a 
war  against  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and  I  hope  you  may  then  com- 
mand the  same  *^01d  Ironsides,^  with  her  present  gallant  officers  and 
crew.    I  know  the  result  will  be  victory. 

In  the  late  assault-s  on  the  fort  the  army  are  mainly  indebted  to  yon 
for  their  success,  for,  notwithstanding  their  gallantry,  they  could  not 
have  passed  from  traverse  to  traverse  without  the  aid  of  your  gans, 
which  swept  the  openings  between  the  traverses  while  the  army  ad- 
vanced from  point  to  point,  and  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  your 
gunners  is  to  say  that  when  I  signaled  to  the  general  to  know  if  he  was 
not  afraid  of  an  accident  from  your  guns  ranging  so  close  to  his  men, 
he  replied,  ^^No;"  that  the  accuracy  of  your  tire  was  splendid. 

When  the  New  Ironsides  goes  I  shall  part  with  you  and  her  with 
regret,  though  no  fhrther  assistance  can  be  required  of  her  here. 
While  1  am  writing  this  (at  2  o'clock  at  night)  the  enemy's  works  at 
Fort  Caswell  are  being  blown  up  in  consequence  of  our  capture  of  this 
stronghold,  and  thus  ends  the  outside  fortifications  on  Gape  Fear  Kiver. 
If  I  could  get  your  ship  in  the  river,  Wilmington  would  be  ours  in  a  day. 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  most 
important  event  of  the  war,  and  of  knowing  that  you  have  contribated 
vastly  to  the  result. 

Please  communicate  to  your  officers  and  men  the  high  opinion  I 
entertain  of  them  and  the  physical  endurance  they  have  displayed  in 
this  long  and  harassing  bombardment,  and  accept  yourself  the  warmest 
wishes  of, 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

The  8usquehanna  and  Powhatan  will  keep  company  with  you. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Oodon^  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8usquehanna,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Norfolk,  Va,,and  report  to  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17, 1865. 
Commodore:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel,  in  company  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides,  to  Norfolk.  Va.,  taking  good  care  of  her,  as 
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she  is  disabled.    On  your  arrival  there  you  will  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  further  orders. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you  how  much  I  appreciate  the 
services  you  have  rendered  to  me  ofiQcially  and  the  kind,  good  feeling 
you  have  shown  personally. 

I  shall  part  with  you  and  your  ship  with  extreme  regret,  and  as  it  is 
not  likely  that  we  shall  be  associated  together  again  in  the  present 
war,  I  can  only  hope  that  we  may  meet  once  more  opposed  to  our  out- 
side enemies,  where,  fighting  ship  against  ship,  instead  of  against  sand- 
hills, you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  successful  ae  you  have  hitherto  been. 

I  do  not  say  it  to  flatter  you,  but  your  vessel  has  been  one  of  the  best 
conducted  in  this  squadron,  and  in  going  into  action,  or  preparing  for 
service,  I  never  gave  myself  any  thought  about  you,  for  I  knew  you 
would  be  ready  at  the  right  time  and  be  in  the  proper  place  in  action. 

No  doubt  every  officer  is  animated  with  a  proper  zeal  on  an  occasion 
like  this,  but  something  more  is  wanted  to  enable  the  commodore  of  a 
squadron  to  avail  himself  of  the  full  capability  of  every  ship  under  his 
command.  He  should  not  be  expected  to  think  for  any  one  ship,  so 
that  his  mind  may  be  ready  at  all  times  to  regulate  the  plan  of  battle. 
In  tills  respect  you  have  rendered  me  the  most  essential  service,  and 
have  conducted  your  ship  not  only  with  zeal,  but  with  the  right  kind 
of  intelligence,  showing  that  you  possess  the  highest  attributes  of  a 
commander. 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  name  will  be 
associated  with,  I  think,  the  most  important  event  of  the  war,  and  the 
most  damaging  one  to  the  enemy. 

We  all  know  the  part  the  Navy  has  taken  in  the  capture  of  this 
stronghold.  Every  man  who  has  done  his  duty,  as  you  have,  may  rest 
satisfied  that  he  will  not  be  forgotten  by  his  country  when  the  time 
comes  to  reward  those  who  have  done  the  hard  work  and  the  fighting. 

As  I  am  now  writing,  the  death  knell  of  another  fort  is  booming  in 
the  distance.  Fort  Oaswell  with  its  powerful  batteries  is  in  flames  and 
being  blown  up,  and  thus  is  sealed  the  door  through  which  this  rebel- 
lion is  fed. 

With  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  safe  return  home,  and  hoping  this 
is  not  our  last  association  on  duty, 

I  remain,  yours,  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Mear'Admiral, 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8usquehannay  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter y  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Commodore  8chencJc,  U.  8. 
Navyj  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Norfolk,  Va.y  and  report  to  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17, 1865. 
Commodore:  You  will  proceed,in  company  with  the  8usquehanna 
and  New  Ironsides,  to  Hampton  Koads  and  report  your  arrival  at  that 
point  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.    You  will  assist  in  taking 
care  of  the  New  Ironsides  in  case  of  accident  to  the  8usquehanna. 
N  w  R— VOL  11 39 
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It  is  likely  on  your  arrival  yon  may  be  detached  from  this  sqaadron 
and  ordered  elsewhere.  Permit  me,  then,  on  the  close  of  our  official 
relations  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services  you  have  rendered 
me  while  under  my  command;  and  I  congratulate  you  on  being  a  par- 
ticipator in  the  important  capture  of  the  enemy's  last  stronghold,  iu 
which  you  have  taken  so  prominent  a  part. 

I  am  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  your  noble  ship  ftom  my  command, 
but  as  the  enemy  have  now  no  works  on  the  coast  within  the  reach  of 
your  guns,  you  will  likely  be  sent  abroad  to  show  rebel  sympathizers 
that  our  flag  still  triumphantly  waves  over  the  ocean,  as  it  did  before 
this  rebellion  broke  out. 

It  has  afforded  me  great  pleasure  personally  to  see  you  reinstated  in 
the  x>osition  to  which  you  have  done  so  much  credit,  and  from  which  I 
feel  you  were  so  long  unjustly  withheld. 

You  take  with  you  my  best  wishes  for  a  safe  and  speedy  passage 
home,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  your  friends. 
Bes][>ectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 

Commodore  Jas.  F.  ScnsNCK,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  iS.  8.  Powhatan. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter j  U.  S.  N^avy^  to  Commodore  Lanman^  U.  8. 
KavVj  commandifM  U.  8.  8.  Minnesota^  to  assume  charge  of  the  vessels 
at  Hampton  Boads. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  i7, 1865. 

Ooi£MODORE :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  with  your  ship 
and  assume  charge  of  the  vessels  stationed  at  that  point,  regulating  the 
guard  vessels  according  to  the  orders  heretofore  issued.  Your  author- 
ity will  extend  no  further  than  to  the  magazine  near  Norfolk,  that,  the 
receiving,  ordnance,  and  school  vessels  being  within  the  navy  yard 
jurisdiction.  You  will  also  take  charge  of  the  vessels  in  York  River 
and  enquire  into  their  efficiency,  and  how  they  have  conducted  matters 
in  my  absence. 

Permit  me  to  express  to  you  on  this  occasion  the  high  appreciation  I 
feel  for  your  services  in  reducing  this  formidable  work,  and  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  you,  with  your  ship,  have  on  several  occasions  led  the 
fleet  into  action. 

I  well  appreciate  all  such  matters  and  am  not  one  to  forget  them 
or  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them  before  the  notice  of  the 
Government. 

1  thank  you  at  the  same  time  for  the  kind  personal  feeling  you  have 
always  displayed  toward  myself  and  the  readiness  in  whit^h  your  ship 
has  always  been  kept  for  any  service  required  of  yon. 

I  hope  soon  to  see  you  in  Hampton  Koads,  from  whence  you  will 
report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  put  your  ship  in  thorough  repair,  and 
I  think  she  ought  to  go  in  dock  as  soon  as  i>ossib1e. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear'AdmiraL 

Commodore  Jos.  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Minnesota. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        611 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  8. 
Navj/j  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Norfolk,  Va.y  and  report  to  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  17, 1865. 

Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  ship  to  Norfolk  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  yourself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

In  parting  with  you  and  your  ship,  permit  me  to  express  to  you  how 
I  have  been  gratified  at  having  you  associated  with  me  in  the  impor- 
tant events  that  have  taken  place  here,  and  the  capture  of  all  the 
enemy's  strongholds,  forts,  and  guns,  more  numerous  than  have  been 
captured  anywhere  during  this  war. 

Fort  Caswell  is  now  in  flames  and  has  been  blown  up,  in  which  you 
have  home  your  part  by  helping  so  nobly  with  your  ship  to  batter 
down  the  formidable  works  before  which  we  are  now  lying  peacefully 
at  anchor. 

I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  support  you  have  always  rendered  me, 
and  for  the  efficient  condition  in  which  your  ship  has  been  kept,  and 
the  readiness  to  perform  any  and  all  the  duties  required  of  you. 

I  would  not  now  part  with  you  if  there  was  any  chance  of  your  serv- 
ices being  required;  but  the  door  through  which  the  rebellion  is  fed 
has  been  closed  by  our  guns  and  there  is  now  nothing  to  do  but  sit 
down  and  watch  the  traitors  starve.  I  should  much  regret  if  I  thought 
we  should  not  be  again  associated  on  duty.  I  hope  we  will  yet  hear 
the  sound  of  our  guns  booming  against  the  walls  of  our  outside  enemies. 

I  wish  you  a  safe  and  speedy  voyage  home,  and  that  you  may  be  wel- 
comed by  your  friends  as  you  deserve  to  be. 

With  my  warmest  good  wishes, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

David  D.Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  8mith,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Wabash,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  and  report  to  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Captain  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  without  delay  and 
report  your  ship,  her  condition,  etc.,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Permit  me  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  you  have  carried  out  my  orders  and  for  the  efficiency  of  your 
vessel. 

I  congratulate  you  on  having  participated  in  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant events  of  the  war,  in  which  your  vessel  bore  so  important  a  part. 

If  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  being  associated  with  you  again 
on  duty,  you  carry  with  you  my  best  wishes.     Before  you  leave 
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please  make  me  a  retarii  of  killed  and  wounded  and  expenditare  of 
ammunition. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  David  1).  Pobteb, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  Melanoton  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wahmhy  off  Fort  FUher. 


Letter  from  Afajor- General  8herman^  U.  8.  Anny^  to  Rear- Admiral  Pir- 
terj  U,  8.  Navffj  acknowledging  receipt  of  letter  and  charts. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17^  1865. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jan- 
uary 12,  with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  whicli  I  am  much  obliged.  I  hope 
you  will  succeed  at  Fisher,  as  it  will  set  free  much  of  your  fleet  for 
other  purposes,  but  if  Terry  does  not  assault,  he  should  occupy  the 
Iieninsnla  at  the  narrow  neck  represented  on  the  map,  about  4  miles 
north  of  Fisher,  with  a  strong  line  looking  to  the  rear,  and  a  battery 
of  20-ponnder  Parrotts  commanding  the  channel  of  Gape  Fear  River. 
I  know  that  the  enemy  would  naturally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher  [notl  to 
exceed  500  or  600  men^  and  they  could  be  held  there.  Still,  if  he  takes 
ity  it  settles  that  matter,  and  the  msgority  of  his  troops  could  return  to 
Oranty  or  reinforce  New  Berne  and  work  out  toward  Kiuston.  I  will 
send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  ui)  to  New  Berne,  and  can  send 
firom  here  any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that 
road  back  to  Einston  and  Goldsboro.  We  have  also  here  a  good  deal 
of  railroad  iron. 

Pursuant  to  my  plan,  the  Seventeenth  Gorps  got  Pocotaligo  and  rail- 
road on  the  15th,  and  I  would  now  be  in  motion  for  Branchvilte  and 
Orangeburg  only  stores  have  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of  the  past 
month.  But  the  possession  of  Pocotaligo  and  road  back  to  Beaufort, 
and  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville,  gives  ine  a  clear  start,  and 
I  will  be  off  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bread  enough  to  load  my  wagons.  The 
division  of  General  [Guvier]  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah, 
has  begun  to  arrive,  so  I  can  take  with  me  my  entire  army. 

I  have  studied  the  maps  well  and  like  the  a])pearance  of  New  Berne 
and  Goldsboro,  and  would  like  New  Berne  held  with  all  tenacity.  If 
Lee  sees  the  points  he  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there,  and  if  you  have 
anything  to  do  with  it,  hold  fast  to  New  Berne  with  the  tenacity  of 
life.  I  explained  its  importance  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  promised 
to  run  in  there  and  attend  to  it. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  the  current  of  events  has  carried  Butler  to  Lowell, 
where  he  should  have  stayed  and  confined  his  bellicose  0])erations  to 
the  factory  girls.  He  always  struck  me  as  a  miglity  man  of  words,  but 
little  in  deeds  of  personal  valor.  We  will  be  along  soon,  and  the  brag- 
gart Garolinians  will  find  in  our  Western  boysadifierent  kind  of  metal. 
See  how  easy  we  took  McAllister  and  Pocotaligo  tliat  Iiavo  defied  the 
East.  The  battle  cost  us  less  then  ten  lives.  1  will  make  a  good  ready, 
and  then  stand  from  under. 

I  shall  account  it  a  happy  day  if  1  stand  once  more  on  your  deck. 
The  world  shall  not  be  grieved  at  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a  just 
pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of  each  other.     I  will  write 
you  again  before  I  again  dive  out  of  sight  and  hearing. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Wihnimjton. 
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Order  oftJte  Secretnry  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Navy, 
regarding  disposition  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  18y  1865. 
Sir  :  Send  the  Susquehanna  to  Key  West,  with  orders  to  report  to 
Jiear- Admiral  Stribling;  the  Colorado  to  New  Yorkj  the  Wabash  to 
Boston,  and  the  Minnesota  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

From  the  Walnish  and  Minnesota  you  may  take  such  officers  and  stores 
as  may  be  required  in  the  squadron,  leaving  them  sufficient  to  take  them 
safely  to  their  destination. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  January  18, 1865. 
Private.]  .  (Received  4: 35  p.  m.) 

Sir:  Our  chief  operator  at  Halifax  sends  me  the  following,  dated 
to-day: 

Blockade  mnner  Heltn  leaves  to-day  for  Bennada.  especially  to  stop  several  block- 
ade rnDoers  waiting  orders  there  and  expected  to  sail  from  18th  to  20th  for  Wilmington. 
Among  them  are  Colonel  Lamb,  Charlotte,  and  Old  Dominion,  Hope  rebel  flag  will 
be  floated  from  the  front  [fort]  as  a  decoy. 

J.  C.  Clum. 

E.  S.  Sanford,  New  York, 

Eespectfully,  E.  8.  Sanford. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captmn  Pickering,  U,  S,  Navy, 
commanding  V.  S,  S,  Vanderhilt,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  New 
York. 

Commandant's  Office,  Kavy.Yard, 

Norfolk,  January  18, 1865. 
Sir  :  By  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  after  landing 
yonr  wounded  you  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
New  York,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Kear- Admiral  Paulding  or  the 
senior  naval  officer  present. 

Very  resi)ecttully,  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Major  General  Terry,  U,  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 
U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained  from  a  deserter  regarding 
torpedoes. 

12  m. 
W.  Lovick,  Fortieth  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  a  deserter,  has  just 

come  in.    He  says  that  on  the  10th  instant  he  helped  to  put  down  two 
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torpedoes  coiitaiuing  from  twelve  to  tifteeu  hundred  i)ouiid8  of  powder 
each,  about  100  yards  from  the  wharf  at  Fort  Anderson  and  directly 
opposite  it,  in  12  feet  of  water.  He  says  that  there  are  no  other  tor|>e- 
does  in  the  river  until  you  arrive  at  the  Drowned  |  Dram]  Tree.  I  le  was 
one  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  commanding  officer  (»f  the  fort. 

A.  H.  Tbbry, 
Major-  Qeneral. 
Admiral  Porter. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^   U,  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ridgelyj  U.  S. 
Navy  J  commanding  ZL  S,  8.  Shenandoah. 

In  Cape  Fkar  River,  Jamuiry  18j  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charleston,  S.C,  and  report 
to  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  D.  B.  Ridgbly, 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Shenandoah,  off  Fort  Fisher. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Captain  Steedman,  commanding 
U.  8.  S.  Ticonderoga;  Commander  Rolando,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Key- 
stone State;  Commander  Parrott,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Monadnook; 
Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  commanding  [J.  8.  S.Juniata.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Port^,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Harris,  JL  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  as  bearer  of  dispatch  for  Major- 
Oeneral  Sherman,  U.  8,  Army. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  28, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  deliver 
the  accompanying  dispatch  to  the  senior  officer  there  and  request  him 
to  have  it  forwarded  to  General  8herman  without  <lelay. 
The  dispatch  is  very  important. 

Return  here  without  delay  after  executing  the  above  orders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  Lilian. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  iso^'i. 
He  will  leave  at  11  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  ought  to  reach  you  Sunday 
p.  m.  early.     Please  detain  the  boat. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
^4  ss  is  in  n  t  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-Geueral  U.  8.  Grant,  U.  8.  Army, 

City  J^oint^  Va, 
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General  order  No.  SS,  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter^  IT.  8.  Navy^  announcing 
change  in  divisions  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern^  January  19 ^  1865. 
From  and  after  this  date  the  divisions  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron are  broken  up,  with  the  exception  of  the  James  River  Division  and 
Division  of  the  Sounds,  and  all  other  vessels  will  haul  down  their 
divisional  flags. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiralj  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter  j  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren^ 

U.  8.  Navy  J  reporting  successful  operations  against  Forts  Fisher  and 

Caswell. 

In  Cape  Fear  River,  January  I9y  1865. 

Admiral:  I  send  you  the MonadnocJc.  She  is  a  splendid  vessel,  but 
draws  rather  too  much  water  for  my  purposes. 

Will  you  send  me  without  delay  one  of  your  lightest  draft  monitors 
in  exchange  for  her  f  There  are  one  or  two  forts  on  the  river  that  I 
can  not  wind  up  without  an  ironclad. 

I  also  send  the  Keystone  State  to  report  to  you.  If  you  will  send  back 
the  monitor  with  her  I  will  send  her  back  to  you,  as  I  have  no  further 
use  for  her. 

We  have  been  very  successful  here.  Captured  Fort  Fisher,  with  all 
the  surrounding  works,  which  are  tremendously  heavy.  The  Navy  took 
possession  of  Fort  Caswell  and  all  the  works  on  Smith's  Island.  The 
works  on  the  river  between  Fisher  and  Caswell  and  guns,  amounting 
to  about  200  in  all,  are  ours. 

All  our  gunboats  in  the  river,  and  the  place  is  hermetically  sealed. 

All  I  am  waiting  for  is  that  monitor,  and  I  shall  then  work  my  way  up 
to  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  a  number  of  vessels  carrying  heavy  guns  to 
report  to  you  at  once. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Boyal^  8.  C. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Bennett^ 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bepuhlic. 

Off  Smithville,  N.  C,  January  19, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  when 
there  send  the  enclosed  dispatch  by  an  officer  to  Commander  Macomb. 
After  performing  this  duty  return  to  me  at  once. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 
Acting  Master  [Ensign]  J.  W.  Bennett^ 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  \Bepuhlic\. 


616        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Maoofnh,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  measurenfor  the  protection  of  New  Berne^  N.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Smithville,  N.  C,  January  19, 1865. 
Sir:  The  rebels  intend  making  an  attack  on  New  Berne.    Yon  will 
move  down  all  the  vessels  (heavy  ones)  yon  can  spare  from  Plymouth 
and  hold  on  to  New  Berne  until  the  last.    It  is  very  important  that  the 
place  should  not  be  taken. 

Move  down  your  vessels   at  once,  leaving  a  sufficient  force   at 
Plymouth. 

HespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Portbr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  I>istrict  of  the  8oundg  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  New 
Ironsides,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Fortress  Monroe,  January  20, 1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  enclosed  order  from  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place. 

Having  twisted  oft  my  rndderhead,  just  above  the  blade,  and  other- 
wise injured  it  in  the  gales  off  North  Carolina,  I  rigged  temporary 
steering  gear  and  can  direct  imperfectly  the  course  of  the  vessel  in 
smooth  water,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  we  have  had  for  the  last  eight 
days.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  after  I  left  Fort  Fisher,  though 
neither  wind  nor  sea  was  strong,  I  could  not  control  the  course  of  the 
vessel  in  the  least. 

She  has  been  otherwise  considerably  strained  and  requires  calking. 
I{cr  repairs  will  necessitate  docking.  Though  often  struck,  she  has  not 
been  much  hurt  by  the  balls  of  the  enemy.  One  of  her  iron  platens  has 
been  badly  smashed  by  a  X-inch  solid  shot;  another  came  through  her 
side  just  forward  of  her  plating. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commodore^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Setrcfary  of  the  Navy,  WoHhington,  7>.  C, 


lieport  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Min- 
nesota, of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  20, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  EearAdmiral 
David  D.  Porter,  commending  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  to  report  the 
arrival  of  the  Minnesota  at  Hampton  lioads. 
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'^        We  sailed  from  off  New  Inlet,  North  Garolina,  ou  the  evening  of  the 
17th  instant  and  anchored  here  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Divisi^mj  North  Atkmtic  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ma>cIHarmid^  U.  S.  Navy,  regard- 
ing an  engagement  tcith  the  enemy  near  Half  Moon  battery. 

U.  S.  8.  Governor  Buokinoham, 
Off  Half  Moon  Battery,  North  Carolina,  January  20, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  instant  I  observed 
a  column  of  our  infantry  marching  up  the  beach  in  the  direction  of  the 
Half  Moon  battery.  Knowing  that  a  body  of  rebels  were  intrenched 
abreast  of  where  this  vessel  lay,  I  pulled  on  shore  and  informed  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  (Brevet  Brigadier-General  [J.  0.1 
Abbott)  of  the  fact,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  if  he  was  attacked  I 
would  assist  him  with  the  guns  of  the  Buchingham.  As  our  forces 
advanced,  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  our  skirmish  line;  immediately 
opened  a  heavy  fire  of  shrapnel  from  five  rifled  guns  upon  the  rebel 
rifle  pits,  our  projectiles  bursting  over  and  amongst  them.  After  firing 
some  time  I  saw  our  soldiers  charge  on  the  rebel  works  and  capture  a 
number  of  prisoners.  After  the  firing  had  ceased,  went  on  shore  and 
was  informed  by  the  commanding  ofQcer  that  our  firing  was  excellent, 
and  assisted  him  on  his  reconnoissance  materially.  At  his  request  I 
opened  fire  on  the  rebel  works  between  him  and  Gape  Fear  Eiver  and 
continued  firing  until  dark,  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery  firing  also. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Kear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bemhaw,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Massasoit,  to  proceed  to  the  defense  of  Neiv 
Berne. 

Cape  Fear  Biver,  January  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  without  delay  to  New  Berne, 
N.  C,  by  way  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  remain  there  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  defending  the  place. 

Eiespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Commander  K.  T.  Kenshaw, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  James  Biver. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  I^.  S.  S.  Hunchba^ck.] 
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Report  of  Commander  Ma<x>mby  U.  i^.  Navy^  regarding  obstructions  and 
Confederate  ram  in  the  Neme  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shambook, 
DisU  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina j  Plymouth^  January  20 j  1865. 
Admiral  :  Learning  that  yon  wished  to  be  acquainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  obstractions  in  the  Neuse  Eiver,  and  also  all  the  information 
in  our  possession  in  refi^ard  to  the  ram  in  that  river,  I  have  made 
enquiries  and  obtained  the  following: 

The  obstructions  are  about  3  miles  above  New  Berne.  In  the  main 
channel  there  is  about  12  feet  water,  and  in  it  are  sunk  a  brig  and  a 
schooner.  The  rest  of  the  barricade  consists  of  spiling,  rather  weak  in 
the  shoal  water;  and  in  a  second  channel  there  is  a  passageway  left 
open,  in  which  there  is  generally  about  7  feet  of  water,  but  at  freshets 
there  is  much  more.  I  give  a  sketch  of  them  below,  made  by  Acting 
Master  [H.  H.J  Foster  of  the  Ceresj  who  has  been  much  in  that  part  of 
the  country. 

The  ram,  from  all  we  can  hear,  is  a  casemated  ironclad,  carrying  6 
guns. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Maoomb, 
Comdr.y  Comdg.  District  Sounds j  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  this  ram  can  not  come  down  the  river, 
as  she  has  had  several  freshets  since  she  was  reported  finished,  and 
has  not  taken  advantage  of  any  of  them. 


JBeport  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  Army  expedition 
for  the  destruction  of  Cor^ederate  ram  in  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  January  20, 1865. 
Admiral  :  The  army  force  from  here  started  last  night  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  burn  the  ram  at  Edwards  Ferry,  on  the  Boanoke  Biver.    They 
were  to  be  landed  by  their  transports  on  the  Gliowan  Biver,  and  thence 
cross  the  country  to  the  Boanoke. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr,,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantio  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Occupation  by  Federal  naval  force  of  Confederate  works  at  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  River  and  Smithville,  N.  C,  and  the  capture  of  steamers 
Stag  and  Charlotte. 

Baport  of  Bear-Adxniral  Porter,  U.  B.  Havy,  trammittiiig  captured  papers. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Smithville,  N.  C,  January  20,  1865. 
Sir:  In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  Fort  Caswell  had  been  blown 
up  and  evacuated  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher.    I  sent 
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LieateDant  W.  B.  Gnshing  around  in  the  Mantieello  to  the  Western  Bar 
to  ascertain  what  had  taken  place  and  to  obtain  aid  from  the  officers  in 
command  of  the  Nyack  and  Vickshurg  and  take  advantage  of  the  occa- 
sion. Lieutenant  Cashing  did  not  obtain  the  aid  he  required,  for  what 
reason  I  have  not  yet  learned,  but  with  his  usual  energy  he  pushed  on 
in  his  boats,  found  that  Oaswell  had  been  blown  up,  Bald  Head  fort 
destroyed.  Fort  Shaw  also,  and  Fort  Oampbell,  to  the  westward  of  Cas- 
welly  had  been  abandoned.  All  these  forts  mount  IX  and  X  inch  guns, 
and  Armstrong  150-pounders.  Lieutenant  Gushing  then  pushed  on  to 
Smith ville,  after  hoisting  the  flag  of  the  Union  over  Caswell.  The  next 
thing  I  saw  was  the  flag  waving  over  Smithville,  which  the  rebels  had 
left  in  a  great  hurry  (afber  they  saw  our  boats  approaching),  leaving 
everything  in  the  heavy  and  beautifal  fort  uninjured,  and  two  IX-inch 
gans,  only  spiked,  in  the  fort  at  Deep  Water  Point. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  one  gunboat  (the  Tctcony) 
over  the  Rip  (or  interior  bar),  and  sent  her  up  to  Beeves'  Point  to  dis- 
able the  guns  at  that  place,  about  3  miles  (on  the  west  side  of  the  river) 
above  Fort  Fisher.  Thus  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  fall  of  Fisher 
and  its  outworks,  all  the  formidable  chain  of  forts  in  this  river  (at  the 
entrance),  built  to  keep  out  anything  we  had,  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  They  are  garrisoned  for  the  present  with  sailors,  until  we  have 
more  troops,  and  I  advise  that  they  be  held  and  kept  in  order. 

I  can  scarcely  give  a  description  of  these  works;  they  are  certainly 
the  most  formidable  and  best  built  earthworks  I  ever  saw,  and  do 
credit  to  the  engineer  who  planned  them. 

One  would  suppose  that  the  whole  Southern  Confederacy  had  been 
at  work  throwing  up  mnd  and  sand,  and  General  Whiting,  the  engineer, 
certainly  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  durability  of  the  Confederacy,  as 
he  shows  his  opinion  by  his  works,  which  have  been  four  years  build- 
ing and  were  taken  in  as  many  days.  Fort  Caswell  is  the  same  shape 
as  it  was  before  it  fell  into  rebel  hands,  only  the  Confederates  have 
covered  the  masonry  with  thick  earth  on  the  outside  and  made  it  almost 
impervious  to  shot  and  shell.  It  is  in  many  respects  stronger  than 
Fisher,  and  harder  to  take  by  assault;  still  it  could  be  taken,  and  the 
rebels  knew  it;  three  or  four  gunboats  on  the  inside  would  soon  have 
starved  them  out. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  the  gunboats  over  the 
bar  and  the  rips,  and  only  succeeded  this  morning  in  getting  the  last 
one  through. 

I  don't  know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  for  us  to  do;  the  port  is 
sealed  up.  I  shall,  however,  move  up  to  Wilmington,  taking  up  the 
torpedoes  first,  of  which  there  are  a  great  many.  So  far  we  don't  have 
much  difficulty  in  finding  them;  they  mostly  fire  by  electricity;  they 
are  very  large,  containing  over  a  barrel  and  a  half  of  powder. 

The  rebels  left  plenty  of  good  stores  and  provisions,  and  our  men  are 
now  subsisting  on  that. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  the  forts  that  have  fallen  into  our  hands  since 
Fort  Fisher  fell,  with  the  number  and  caliber  of  their  guns. 

We  have  found  here  in  each  fort  an  Armstrong  gun,  with  "broad 
arrow"  on  it,  and  Sir  William  Armstrong's  name  marked  in  full  on  the 
trunnion. 

As  the  British  Government  claims  the  exclusive  right  to  use  these 
guns,  it  would  bo  interesting  to  know  how  they  have  come  into  a  fort 
held  by  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  find  that  immense  quantities  of  provisions,  stores,  and  clothing 
have  come  through  this  i>ort  into  rebeldom;   I  am  almost  afraid  to 
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mention  tbe  amount,  bat  enough  to  supply  over  60,000  men.  It  is  all 
Englisb,  and  they  have  received  the  last  cargo.  No  more  will  ever 
come  this  way. 

We  picked  up  a  telegram  from  General  Lee  to  his  subordinate  here, 
saying  that  if  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell  were  not  held  he  would  have 
to  evacuate  Bichmond.  He  says  most  truly,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  he  left  it  at  any  moment. 

I  have  sent  the  three  monitors  Monadnock,  MakopaOj  and  Canonicus 
to  Admiral  Dahlgren,  also  the  wooden  vessels  Tusoaroray  Sketutndoahy 
Makioanj  Ticonderogaj  Juniata,  and  Keystone  State^  keeping  here  only 
what  was  indispensable  to  secure  every  point  (CanfU^tiaL — The 
army  force  is  very  small  for  all  this  work,  and  it  will  not  do  to  separate 
it  at  this  moment.  It  is  as  much  as  it  will  be  able  to  do  to  hold  what 
we  have  taken.) 

We  have  plenty  of  force  to  hold  this  place  against  the  whole  Southern 
Confederacy.  I  have  250  guns  bearing  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land 
where  our  troops  are  heavily  intrenched.  There  are  vessels  in  the  river 
and  outside,  and  we  only  hope  they  will  attempt  to  retake  it.  Ten 
thousand  men  in  Fort  Fisher,  with  the  guns  of  the  squadron,  would 
hold  this  place  a  long  time.  We  find  this  a  better  place  to  eatch 
blockade  runners  than  outside. 

I  had  the  blockade  runners'  lights  lit  last  night,  and  was  obliging 
enough  to  answer  their  signals,  whether  right  or  wrong  we  don't  know. 
Two  of  them,  the  Stag  and  Charlottej  from  Bermuda,  loaded  with  arms, 
blankets,  shoes,  etc.,  came  in  and  quietly  anchored  near  the  Malvern, 
and  were  taken  i)OBBession  of. 

The  tftag  was  commanded  by  Bichard  H.  Oayle,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Confederate  Navy,  and  belongs  to  the  rebel  Government.  A  number 
more  are  expected,  and  we  will,  I  hope,  catch  a  portion  of  them. 

I  intrusted  this  duty  to  Lieutenant  Cushing,  who  performed  it  with 
his  usual  good  luck  and  intelligence.  These  two  are  very  fast  vessels 
and  valuable  prizes.  They  threw  a  portion  of  their  papers  overboard 
immediately  on  finding  they  were  trapped. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  guns  captured  by  the  Navy  since  tbe  surrender  of 
Fort  Fisher,  and  the  names  of  the  diftbrent  works.  This  number,  added 
to  those  taken  around  Fisher,  makes  168  guns  in  all  fmost  of  them 
heavy  ones)  that  have  been  taken. 

I  enclose  a  few  papers  that  may  be  interesting. 

The  Charlotte  brings  five  English  passengers,  oneof  tliem  an  English 
army  officer.  They  all  came  over  (as  they  expressed  it)  '*on  a  lark," 
and  were  making  themselves  quite  jolly  in  the  cabin  over  their  cham- 
pagne, having  felicitated  themselves  on  their  safe  arrival.  The  8tag 
received  three  shots  in  her  as  she  ran  by  our  blockaders  outside. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pobteb, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 

[Enclo«area.] 

List  of  forts  taken  possession  of  hy  the  Navy  since  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  their 

armaments. 
Reeves'  Point:  Onus. 

X-inoh 3 

Above  Smithvillo: 

Xinch 2 

Smith  ville: 

Xinch.... 4 
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FortCMwell:  Guns. 

X-inoh 10 

IX-inoh 2 

Armstrong 1 

^ponnden,  rifled 4 

SS-pounders,  smooth  boro 2 

VIlI-iDoh 3 

Parrott,  20-poaDders 1 

Rifled  fieldpieces 3 

Gunsbaried 3 

29 

Forts  Campbell  and  Shaw : 

X-inch G 

32*pounder8,  smoothbore  d 

32-ponnder,  rifled 1 

Vlll-ineh 1 

Fieldpieces 6 

Mortars 2 

22 

Smith's  Island: 

X-inch 3 

32-poaiiders,  smoothbore 6 

32- pounders,  rifled 2 

Fieldpieces 4 

Mortars 2 

-  17 
Reported  at  other  end  of  Smith's  Island 6 

Total  captured 83 


GONFEDERATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Navy  Departmentj  Richmond^  December  6, 1864, 
SiB:  It  is  understood  that  the  new  steamer  Siag^  now  at  Wilming- 
ton, will  be  at  once  turned  over  to  this  Department,  and  you  will  pro- 
ceea  to  Wilmington  aod  report  to  Mr.  Peters  for  the  command  of  her. 
Mr.  Peters  will  be  instructed  as  to  the  transfer,  custom-house  papers, 
etc. 
General  instructions  for  your  government  will  at  once  be  given  you. 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  E.  H.  Gayle,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


OONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond^  December  6, 1864. 

Sir:  The  following  are  special  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  com- 
mand of  the  Stag: 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  station  your  crews  for  the  different  boats 
of  the  steamer,  having  placed  in  them  water  and  provisions,  and  also 
nautical  instruments.  When  capture  in  your  judgment  becomes  inevi- 
table, fire  the  vessel  in  several  places  and  embark  in  the  boats,  making 
for  the  nearest  laud. 

The  Department  leaves  to  your  discretion  the  time  when  and  the 
circumstances  that  must  govern  you  in  the  destruction  of  the  Stag  in 
order  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  obtain  the  best  engineer  officers  and  pilots,  and  make  the 
vessel  as  thoroughly  efficient  as  practicable  for  the  service  for  which 
she  is  engaged.    No  passenger  will  be  received  on  board  without  the 
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authority  of  this  Department.  You  will  request  the  Goufederate  agents 
in  No^ssau  and  Bermuda  to  require  of  each  steamer  that  leaves  each 
place  with  a  small  cargo  to  bring  in  for  this  Department  a  certain 
amount  of  coal,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Peters  or  his  agent  on  arrivaL 

On  arrival  in  a  Confederate  port,  you  will  furnish  Mr.  W.  H.  Peters, 
special  agent  at  Wilmington,  with  duplicate  vouchers  of  your  expenses 
of  each  trip,  with  the  view  of  equalizing  and  governing  the  exx>en8e8of 
all  vessels  which  will  come  under  the  charge  of  this  Department,  and 
you  will  be  careful  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  expenditures,  and  will 
regulate  them  with  a  view  to  rigid  economy  consistent  with  efficiency. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  the  services  of  a  clerk,  whose  duties 
will  be  to  receive  and  deliver  the  cargoes  and  also  to  attend  to  the 
accounts  of  the  steamer,  all  of  which  will  be  approved  by  yon  before 
being  submitted  to  Mr.  Peters. 

You  will  confer  freely  and  fully  with  Mr.  Peters. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  an  order  on  Assistant  Paymaster  Tredwell, 
0.  S.  Navy,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  for  £5,000  in  sterling  bills  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  steamer,  and  for  which  you  will  be  held  accounta- 
ble as  above  indicated. 

I  am,  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  R.  IT.  Gaylb,  Provisional  Navy  C  S., 

Richmond^  Ya. 

AaBNOY  Navy  Department, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  12^  1864. 
Sib  :  Oaptain  Burroughs  has  been  authorized  to  turn  over  to  you 
the  command  of  the  0.  8.  steamer  Stag. 

You  are  requested  to  proceed  at  once  to  get  the  ship  in  readiness  for 
her  outward  cargo,  and  to  apprise  me  when  she  is  reiMly,  in  order  that 
no  time  may  be  lost  in  i)reparing  the  Stag  for  sea. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Petebs, 
Agent  Navy  Department. 
Captain  K.  H.  Gayle. 

Agency  Navy  Depabtment, 
Wilmingto7iy  N.  0.,  December  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  you  to  render  to  this  agency,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department,  and  as  soon  after  your  return  as  may  be 
pnicticable,  a  statement  showing  your  disbursements  on  ship's  accounts, 
with  proper  vouchers,  the  balance  in  cash  on  hand,  and,  if  practicable, 
the  quantities  of  ship's  stores  unexpended  and  their  cost.  Similar 
statements  are  desired  on  the  completion  of  each  successive  trip.  It  is 
suggested  to  you  to  take  duplicate  vouchers  for  all  ex])enditures.  On 
your  arrival  in  a  Confederate  port,  I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  coi)y  of  the  cargo 
list  and  to  apprise  also  every  Department  or  Bureau  of  the  Government 
having  freight  on  board  of  their  appropriate  packages.  In  order  to 
comply  with  this,  I  request  that  you  will  have  the  car^^o  list  properly 
made  out  and  delivered  tx)  me  so  soon  as  practicable  on  your  entrance 
into  a  Confederate  port. 

The  Stag  is  one  of  a  number  of  steamers  to  be  run  under  the  direction 
of  the  Navy  Department,  and  while  it  is  the  wish  of  tbe  Government 
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that  no  expense  should  be  spared  in  rendering  these  steamers  thoroughly 
efficient,  it  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  strictest 
economy,  not  inconsistent  with  thorough  efficiency,  should  be  observed 
in  their  management. 

The  service  in  which  these  steamers  are  to  be  employed  will  not  admit 
of  returns  from  their  commanders  in  such  detail  as  the  regulations 
require,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  exhibits  to  be  rendered 
on  the  completion  of  every  round  trip  will  be  satisfactory  and  in  suffi- 
cient detail  to  enable  the  Department  to  arrive  at  and  if  necessary  to 
institute  a  just  comparison  of  the  expenses  of  the  several  vessels. 

If  at  any  time  you  need  information  in  reference  to  or  assistance  in 
the  preparation  of  your  accounts,  I  beg  you  will  not  hesitate  to  call 
on  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Peters, 
Agent  N'avy  Department. 
Captain  Bighard  H.  Gatle, 

Commanding  Steamship  Stag^  Wilmington. 


AoBNOT  Navy  Department, 
Wilmington^  jV.  (7.,  December  16y  1864. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  0.  S.  steamer  Stag,  under  your  command,  is  in 
all  respects  ready  for  sea,  and  other  circumstances,  of  which  you  are 
the  judge,  favor  it,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  St.  George,  Bermuda, 
and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to  Major  N.  S.  Walker,  O.  S.  agent,  to 
whom  your  ship  and  cargo  are  consigned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Peters, 
Agent  Navy  Department. 
Captain  Eichard  H.  Gayle, 

Commanding  ISi^iamer  Stag. 


B0port  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  oaptnre  of  Uie  blockade  numers  Stag 

and  (marlotte. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Smithville,  N.  0.,  January  20^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  two  blockade  run- 
ners— the  Stag  and  the  Charlotte — off  this  place  last  night.    They  are 
both  fine  vessels,  and  loaded  with  arms,  blankets,  shoes,  etc.    The  Stag 
belongs  to  the  rebel  Government,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
R.  H.  Gayle,  of  the  rebel  Navy. 
The  Stag  is  600  tons  burden  and  the  Charlotte  400  tons. 
The  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  prizes;  Malvern, 
Maratanzaj  Nansemond,  Wilderness,  picket  launch  No.  6,  and  that  por- 
tion of  the  crews  of  the  Monticello  and  Vickshurg  who  were  on  shore  in 
charge  of  the  forts. 
Both  prizes  have  been  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear 'Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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B«poft  of  lieittiiiAat-CoiBmaiider  Ciuhiiig,  V.  8.  Navy,  commAiidiBg  U.  8.  8.  Montieeno. 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 
Off  Fort  Casicelly  K.  C,  January  31j  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
the  Western  Bar  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  qnarter.  On 
the  uioriiing  of  the  18th  I  ])alled  in  to  Fort  Caswell  to  demand  its  sur- 
render, and,  finding  it  abandoned,  hoisted  a  flag  there,  as  well  as  on  the 
other  forts  at  the  month  of  the  harbor.  I  then  proceeded  with  four 
men  to  the  town  of  Smithville  and  received  its  surrender  from  the 
mayor,  mounted  rebels  leaving  the  town  at  the  same  time.  I  hoisted 
our  flag  on  the  battery  at  that  iK)]nt,  which,  with  the  barracks  and 
public  property,  was  uninjured.  Captured  several  hundred  stand  of 
rebel  muskets,  with  some  of  which  I  armed  my  men,  at  the  same  time 
sending  one  sailor  and  four  negroes  in  a  boat  for  reinforcements.  We 
held  the  town  with  three  men  until  their  arrival.  The  inhabitants 
mostly  remained  at  their  homes,  and  by  their  behavior  impressed  one 
with  the  idea  that  they  had  been  rebels  but  were  beaten  back  into  loy- 
alty. We  also  captured  a  considerable  quantity  of  commissary  stores. 
The  next  day  vessels  came  down  from  above  and  150  sailors  were  sent 
ashore  to  garrison  the  town,  of  which  I  retained  command  until  relieved 
by  the  army  one  week  after.  In  the  meantime  I  sent  down  boats' 
crews  and  officers  nightly  to  tend  the  range  lights  on  the  beach  and 
attempt  to  decoy  in  blockade  runners.  On  the  second  night  we  were 
rewarded  by  the  arrival  of  two  steamers,  the  IStag  and  Charlotte^  that 
came  over  the  bar  and  stopped  off  the  wharf,  signaling  to  Fort  Cas- 
well. Not  receiving  the  expected  answers  from  the  ibrt,  they  were 
about  to  turn  back,  when  they  were  hailed  by  Acting  Ensign  Hunting- 
ton, of  the  Moniicello^  who  told  them  the  signal  corps  had  been  with- 
drawn; it  was  all  right,  to  go  on  up  to  Smithville.  Following  this 
advice  they  fell  into  our  hands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  CUSHING, 

LieutenanUCammanderj  Commanding  Monticello, 

RearAdmiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Flagship  Malrem. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  the  capture  of  forty-four  sick  and  wounded 
rebel  soldiers,  with  the  rebel  surgeon  and  nurses  in  charge. 

W.  B.  CusHiNa. 


Seport  of  LiautAnaiit-Oomiiiander  Bndne,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Paquot 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
New  Inlety  North  Carolina^  January  20,  1865. 
SiE:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th 
instant  I  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Smithville  with  14  marines  and  8 
men,  and  found  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing  in  possession  of  the 
town  with  some  men  from  the  Monticello  and  VickHburg.  Upon  the 
morning  of  the  19th  1  proceeded  to  and  took  possession  of  all  the  ene- 
my's works  upon  Smith's  Island,  hoisting  our  flag  upon  Battery  Holmes, 
and  taking  18  Confederate  soldiers  prisoners,  2  who  came  forward  and 
surrendered  upon  our  landing.  I  was  assisted  by  Acting  Master  Arey, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wildemess,  with  a  boat's  crew  from  that 
vesseL 
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All  the  works  upon  Smith's  Island  are  in  good  condition  save  a  few 
guns  dismoauted;  and  although  the  enemy  had  destroyed  large  quanci- 
ties  of  stores,  much  yet  remains. 

I  am,  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Bapoit  of  Lieatenant-Commander  KewmAn,  U.  8.  Navy,  commandiiig  the  U.  8.  8.  Kyaek, 
xegaiding  that  yetiel  and  the  U.  8.  8.  mokahaxg. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Nyack, 
Off  Smithvillej  N.  C,  February  .?,  1865. 

Admiral:  Having  seen  in  the  Kew  York  Times  of  the  27th  ultimo 
your  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  stating  that  the 
assistance  requested  by  Lieutenant  Cushing  when  sent  by  you  to  the 
Western  Bar,  Gape  Fear  River,  was  not  rendered  by  the  commanders 
of  the  Nya^k  and  Vicksburg^  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
statement: 

LieutenantOommander  F.  H.  Baker,  of  the  Vicksburg^  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  cabin  by  sickness  since  my  arrival  on  the  station,  Decem- 
ber 28, 1864. 

About  5:30  p.  m.  January  17, 1865,  Lieutenant  Gushing,  in  the  Mon- 
ticelloj  came  off  Western  Bar  and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  sent 
b^  you  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  forts  in  that  vicinity.  I  told 
him  that  the  rebels  had  burned  barracks,  storehouses,  etc.,  and  blown 
up  and  evacuated  the  works.  He  regretted  that  night  was  so  near  at 
hand,  as  he  intended  going  in  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  the  sur- 
render of  the  forts;  asked  for  some  rat- tail  files,  with  which  I  am  sorry 
to  add  that  I  was  unable  to  furnish  him.  The  use  of  the  tug  Moccasin 
was  offered  him,  but  rejected.  I  think  I  added  that  anything  in  our 
power  would  be  done  to  aid. 

Lieutenant  Gushing  left,  saying  that  he  would  communicate  with  me 
when  he  came  out  in  the  morning.  The  VicJcaburg  and  Moccasin  were 
ordered  to  stay  close  in  to  the  bar  during  the  night  and  render  any 
assistance  required  to  thQ  Monticello. 

On  the  18th,  at  11 :  30  a.  m.,  the  Vicksiburg  passed  within  hail,  stating 
that  Lieutenant  Gushing  had  found  Fort  Gaswell  abandoned,  hoisted 
the  American  flag  over  it,  and  sent  to  Gaptain  Baker  for  the  armed  men 
that  could  be  spared.  In  company  with  the  Vicksburg  I  steamed  close 
in  to  the  bar  and  two  boats  with  landing  parties  were  sent  from  her  to 
Fort  Gaswell. 

I  received  no  communication  from  shore  until  ordered  inside  by  you 
on  the  20th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  Newman, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  PoBTBB, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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626  NORTH  ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Seport  of  Lieataiuuit-Commaiider  Baker,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommaadiiig  V.  S.  S. 
■hare  in  priie  iteamer  Charlotte. 

U.  S.  S.  VlCKSBUBO, 
Off  New  Inletj  Cape  Fear  River ^  N.  C,  January  22^  1865. 

8ib:  The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  claim  to  be  entitled  to  share 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  prize  steamer  Charlotte  and  her  cargo,  captured 
on  the  morning  of  the  2oth  day  of  January  instant,  and  base  anch  claim 
on  the  following  ground,  viz: 

On  the  18th  day  of  January,  1865,  an  armed  force,  consisting  of  4  of 
the  officers  and  34  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel,  was  sent  in  her  boats  to 
Fort  Caswell,  at  the  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and  also  to  the  town 
of  Smithville,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

They  were  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  supplied  with  forty  rounds  of 
ammunition  each,  and  provided  with  three  days'  rations. 

They  were  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant  William  B.  Onahing  and 
perform  any  and  all  duties  that  might  devolve  on  them,  and  were  cau- 
tioned to  look  out  for  blockade  runners. 

Picket  boats  were  nightly  sent  out  ft^om  Smithville  with  lights,  such 
as  were  used  by  the  enemy  as  signal  lights  to  runners,  which  boats  were 
partly  manned  by  the  crew  of  this  vessel;  and  from  their  efforts  the 
above  named  steamer  Charlotte  was  decoyed  in  over  the  bar  and  came 
to  anchor  off  Smithville,  where  she  was  captured,  the  force  flroni  this 
vessel  being  at  the  time  within  signal  distance. 

The  following  officers  were  sent  in  charge  of  the  boats,  vis:  Acting 
Ensigns  William  H.  Otis  and  B.  B.  Elder,  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
T.  E.  Smith,  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  F.  Nagle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Bakbb, 
Lieutenani-Oominander,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Vickiburg. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ^  Washington,  IK  C. 


Heport  of  Lieatenant-Commaiider  Upthnr,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  ipeeie  and  diapatehee  en  board 

the  eteamer  Charlotte. 

TJ.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Vanob, 
James  River,  Virginiaj  January  26^  1865. 
Sib  :  I  am  to-day  informed  that  one  of  the  crew  of  the  prise  steamer 
Charlotte  asserts  that  there  was  on  board  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  her 
capture  a  safe  (stowed  under  the  cargo)  containing  a  large  amount  of 
specie;  also,  that  her  letters  and  dispatches  were  thrown  overboard 
from  tlie  paddle  box  in  a  bag,  with  a  pig  of  lead  attached  to  sink  them. 
She  was  at  anchor  near  Smithville,  and  I  presume  her  position  can 
be  accurately  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshub, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Acting  lUster  Goodwin,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  proceed 
to  Kew  York  in  ebarge  of  priia  iteamer  8tag. 

Oapb  Fear  River,  January  24^  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  prize  steamer  Stag  to  New  York  and 
deliver  ber  to  the  prize  commissioners,  taking  their  receipt  for  the  same; 
also  report  her  to  the  district  jadge. 
See  that  the  hatches  are  battened  down  and  the  hold  is  not  entered. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Master  E,  S.  Goodwin, 

Prize  Master  J  Prize  Steamer  Sta^. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master  E.  W.  White, 
U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  prize  steamer  Charlotte.] 


Abftract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  XonticeUo,  Lieutenant  Gushing,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  17, 1865. — ^At  1 :  30  a.  m.  heard  a  heavy  explosion  in  by  the 
fort.  At  2:05  heard  another;  between  2  and  3  heard  several  more  at 
the  fort.  At  4 :  50  saw  two  rebel  steamers  in  the  river  on  fire.  At  day- 
light got  underway  and  steamed  in  to  the  flagship.  At  8  came  to  with 
starboard  anchor;  the  three  boats  returned  bringing  a  lot  of  torpedo 
wire.  At  5 :  35  p.  m.  arrived  off  the  bar  and  saw  a  very  large  fire  in  Fort 
Caswell.  At  8:50  sent  the  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Charles  Croton,  in  to  reconnoiter.  At  10  third  cutter  returned; 
reported  having  seen  rebel  troops  on  Fort  Caswell. 

January  18. — ^At  8: 30  a.  m.  the  gig  went  into  the  fort  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  commanding,  accompa- 
nied by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  John  Furey.  At  9  a.  m.  they 
hoisted  the  American  flag  (the  pride  of  the  world  and  the  terror  of 
nations)  on  the  rebel  Fort  Caswell. 

January  20. — At  1  a.  m.  saw  and  heard  two  steamers  to  the  K  E. 
Supposing  them  to  be  blockade  runners,  got  underway  and  stood  toward 
the  U.  8.  S.  NyacJcj  and  informed  her  of  the  fact  and  requested  her 
assistance  to  blockade  the  bar.  We  then  stood  in  for  the  bar  and  at  2 
anchored  as  near  to  it  as  possible.  Could  see  the  steamers,  in  by  the 
fort  At  2:25  sent  a  boat  in  to  see.  At  3: 20  the  boat  returned, 
reporting  them  inside.  [Note. — These  steamers  were  the  Stag  and  the 
Charlotte.] 

January  22. — At  1  p.  m.  the  Nansemond  went  in  to  the  blockade  runner 
Agnes  C.  Fry  on  the  beach.  At  5  p.  m.  steamed  slowly  to  the  southward 
to  blockade  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Kyaok.  Lieuteiuuit-Commander  Kewman,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

January  18, 1865. — At  11:30  a.  m.  the  Vickshurg  passed  within  hail 
with  the  request  from  Lieutenant  Cushing,  commanding  the  Monticello 
(who  had  raised  the  American  flag  on  Fort  Caswell),  for  a  party  of 
armed  men  to  be  sent  on  shore  to  his  assistance.  At  11 :  30  got  under- 
way and  stood  inshore  for  the  bar.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Standing  off 
and  on  near  the  bar.  At  3: 15  p.  m.  sent  the  second  cutter  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Colby  to  sound  the  bar.    At  5: 45  cutter  returned. 
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January  19. — ^At  9  a.  m.  a  boat  from  the  Wilderneffs  landed  and  hoisted 
the  American  ensign  on  the  works  at  Bald  Head. 

January  20. — At  1:20  a.  m.  si>oke  the  MonticeHo;  she  re|M>rted  that 
some  vessels  had  run  in  under  Fort  Caswell.  Got  underway  and  stood 
in  after  them.  At  1 :  40  sent  first  cutter  armed  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  H.  B.  Colby  to  intercept  them  or  to  make  a  signal  in  case  they 
attempted  to  come  out  again.  At  4: 20  Acting  Ensign  Colby  retamed 
with  first  cntter  and  reported  that  he  had  crossed  the  bar  and  passed 
up  as  far  as  Fort  Caswell  wharf  and  remained  there  about  half  an  hoar, 
when,  finding  the  vessels  did  not  attempt  to  run  out  again,  he  retarned 
on  board.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Got  off  the  shoal  and  ran  up  to  Smith- 
yille  and  came  to  anchor  at  1 :  30  p.  m.  At  5: 30  p.  m.  the  Nam$emond 
and  Wilderness  came  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  near  us.  The 
Maraianza  made  signal.  Learned  that  the  steamers  that  passed  up  the 
river  were  captured.    Their  names  were  the  Charlotte  and  [Stag]. 


Letter /rani  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgrenj  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter 
U.  8.  Navy  J  regarding  exchange  of  vessels. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  January  21,  1865. 
Admiral  :  Captain  Bolando,  of  the  Keystone  State,  handed  me  yours 
of  the  18th,  yesterday  about  2  p.  m.,  just  as  a  northeaster  had  set  in, 
and  it  was  too  late  that  day  to  cross  the  bar,  with  the  swell  that  was  on. 
I  can  very  illy  spare  a  monitor  at  this  time,  having  lost  the  Patapsco 
and  received  three  more,  one  with  only  a  single  gun,  instead  of  four,  and 
the  Ironsides. 

This  may  reduce  my  force  too  low  to  make  the  impression  I  should 
desire  on  the  rebel  batteries,  if  General  [J.  G.]  Foster  will  undertake 
his  part  of  the  attack  I  have  in  view,  and  which  I  feel  sure  will  succeed. 
But  I  also  entertain  a  deep  interest  in  your  concluding  what  you  have 
so  well  begun,  and  therefore  send  one  of  the  lightest  draft  monitors  that 
I  have,  on  the  condition,  however,  that  you  will  guarantee  her  return  to 
me  in  one  week,  or  sooner  if  I  send  for  her. 

I  have  also  to  ask  that  you  will  apprise  the  Navy  Department  of  this, 
and  that  you  will  answer  for  my  compliance  with  your  reiiuest. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  you  to 
send  me  all  the  vessels  you  could  spare.    The  Brooklyn  has  not  arrived. 
Will  you  please  to  dispatch  her  to  me,  and  any  other  good  broadsides 
you  may  have,  together  with  some  double  enders! 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas,  to  assume  com- 
mand at  Smithville. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  21, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  obtain  a  pilot  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Smith ville 

and  take  charge  there,  keeping  the  present  garrison  in  the  fort  until 

relieved  by  troops. 
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I  want  all  the  supplies  in  Fort  Gaswell  broaght  tc>  Smitbville,  locked 
up,  and  kept  for  the  troops  when  they  come  there.  One  of  the  small 
steamers  will  be  engaged  in  tbis  service  iu  the  daytime  and  kept  ready 
at  night  to  run  alongside  of  blockade  runners. 

You  will  permit  no  one  to  go  out  of  the  town  or  straggle;  allow  no 
outrages  to  be  committed  or  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  inter- 
fered with.    Punish  anyone  severely  who  resists  these  orders. 

You  will  lie  with  your  vessel  close  in  to  the  land,  clear  of  the  sunken 
wreck,  where  blockade  runners  will  not  see  you  and  where  you  can  enfi- 
lade the  bar. 

Permit  no  steamers  to  be  anchored  near  the  point  at  Caswell  for  sig- 
nals, and  when  seen  have  the  boats  manned  and  kept  alongside  for  use. 
Keep  the  guns  loaded  and  trained  on  a  stranger  when  he  comes  in  and 
sink  him  if  he  attempts  to  run  either  way.  The  small  steamers  must 
keep  steam  up  at  night,  ready  to  start  in  chase.  Make  no  night  signals, 
but  have  the  vessels  get  ready  as  a  steamer  passes  the  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Gommander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kansas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navpj  to  the  commandant  navy 
yardj  Hforfolky  to  send  picket  launch  to  Beaufort^  N.  C. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Off  Port  Fishery  N.  C,  January  22j  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  send  picket  launch  No.  3  through  the  sounds  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  C.    You  will  give  the  commanding  officer  of  the  picket  launch 
orders  to  procure  a  tow  from  Beaufort  to  this  place. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  lard^  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Quest,  U.  8, 
Navy,  regarding  movements  of  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  22, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  regulate  the  movements  of  the  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear 
above  Fort  Fisher,  keeping  them  in  line  and  proper  positions.    Take 
charge  of  all  picket  arrangements  and  the  picket  launch. 

I  wish  the  line  to  move  up  as  near  Fort  Anderson  as  is  consistent 
with  safety,  and  in  doing  so  care  must  be  taken  of  the  torpedoes  and 
other  obstructions.    Communicate  with  the  army,  and  let  the  fleet  know 
their  positions  so  they  may  be  enabled  to  direct  their  fire. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Iosco. 
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Instructions  /ram  Rear-Admiral  Porter^  U.  IS.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master 
Frosty  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  his  duties  <w  commander  of  guard  vessel. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern^  off  Fort  Fisher^  January  22^  1865. 

Sir:  Yoa  will  assame  the  duties  of  guard  ship  at  New  Inlet,  hoisting 
the  guard  flag. 

Board  all  vessels  entering  and  report  to  me  daily  their  names,  where 
fh>m,  cargo,  and  whether  for  Army  or  Navy.  You  will  also  include  in 
your  report  vessel's  departure  and  where  bound.  A  weekly  report  con- 
taining the  above  will  also  be  made. 

In  my  absence  the  daily  reports  will  be  made  to  the  senior  officer  pres- 
ent, and  the  weekly  reports  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  you  will  take  the  duties  of  harbor  master, 
keeping  the  channel  clear  of  vessels,  making  them  anchor  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other.  Army  transports,  for  the  convenience  of  unloading, 
may  take  such  positions  as  will  best  expedite  their  movements,  bat 
when  discharged  must  take  their  anchorage  free  of  the  channel. 

You  will  take  charge  of  all  coal  for  the  Navy  and  see  the  vessels 

groperly  moored,  and  when  a  coal  vessel  is  wanted  see  that  the  one  that 
as  been  under  charter  longest  is  first  taken.  Vessels  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  coal  out  of  any  collier  that  may  be  handiest,  but  the  above 
order  is  to  be  observed,  and  the  vessel  must  be  discharged  before  a  full 
one  is  broached. 

Bespectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Fort  Donelson. 


B^aiort  of  JAeutenant' Commander  Braine^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8. 8. 
Pequotj  of  an  engagement  of  that  vessel  with  Fort  Afiderson^  Cape  Fear 
Biver, 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Cape  Fear  River j  North  Carolina^  January  22^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  verbal 
order  I  proceeded  up  this  river  to  draw  the  tire  of  Fort  Anderson,  and 
opened  with  my  150-pounder  rifle,  firing  7  shells,  all  of  which  took  effect 
in  the  enemy's  work.  The  fort  replied  with  two  small  rifle  pieces,  their 
projectiles  falling  close  around  but  not  striking  us.  After  remaining 
for  two  hours  within  range,  and  the  enemy  not  opening  with  other  guns, 
I  returned  to  my  anchorage. 

I  observed  6  guns,  evidently  smoothbore,  pointing  down  the  river, 
protected  by  the  ordinary  sand  traverses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Brainb, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Colo- 
rado j  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads  from  Wilmington^ 
N.G. 

U.  S.  S.  COLOEADO, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  23^  1865. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  anchorage  with  the  Colorado  to-day  from  off  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
having  sailed  from  there  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant. 

The  work  for  which  we  went  to  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  having 
been  finished  by  a  complete  victory  over  all  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear 
River,  with  Fort  Fisher  in  our  possession,  Fort  Caswell  and  its  sur- 
roanding  batteries  in  rnins,  and  onr  ganboats  in  the  river,  there  was 
nothing  more  that  coald  be  done  by  the  large  ships.  I  was  therefore 
directed  by  Bear-Admiral  Porter  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  and 
report  to  the  Department 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henby  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtony  J>.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy^ 
to  send  two  fast  steamers  to  the  Galveston  hloclcaile. 

Navy  Department,  January  23, 1865. 
Sir:  Send  two  of  your  fastest  steamers  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron 
for  the  Galveston  blockade,  and  four  light-draft  steamers  to  Key  West 
for  the  East  Gulf  Squadron.  Advise  the  Department  of  the  names  of 
those  you  send.  The  best  vessels  of  the  Mohican  and  Shenandoah  class 
are  to  go  on  foreign  stations. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Barnes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bat,  to  cruise  inshore  as  far 

as  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Gape  Fear  Biver,  January  23, 1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  you  get  a  pilot,  and  the  water  will 
permit,  around  to  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and  cruise  along 
there,  inshore,  down  as  far  as  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  cruise  off  that 
place  and  endeavor  to  open  communication  with  General  Sherman  in 
case  he  should  come  there.  At  the  same  time  keep  a  lookout  for  block- 
ade runners  and  prevent  them  going  into  that  port. 

In  case  of  capturing  a  prize  the  men  will  be  drawn  up  on  the  quarter- 
deck and  no  one  permitted  to  go  below  on  pain  of  death. 

Have  all  the  liquors  and  winea  on  board  secured  and  locked  up.   Have 
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all  the  hatches  Recared  and  sealed  up  and  provisions  taken  out  enough 
to  last  the  voyage. 
Send  all  prizes  captnred  to  me  here. 
EespectfuUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieatenant-Gommander  J.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bat 


Attempted  pa^aa^ej  by  the  Confederate  squadron,  of  the  obstructions  in 
Trenfs  Bea^^hj  James  River j  January  23,  24, 1865. 

Rtfporti  of  Commandar  Parker,  V.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  exiftiiig  eonditioiii. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landing,  James  River,  January  23, 1865. 

Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  1  find  it  impossible  to  get  tbe  disabled 
vessels  repaired  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  1  ask  authority  to  send 
them  elsewhere  for  that  purpose.  Some  of  the  vessels  have  been  there 
several  months  and  with  no  prospect  that  they  will  soon  be  able  to 
return  to  duty. 

The  following  vessels  are  now  at  the  navy  yard  undergoing  repairs, 
viz,  the  2k)uave,  Mount  Washington,  Alert.  Zeta,  Saffron,  Delaware^ 
Oamma,  Henry  Brinker,  Cactus,  Seymour.  Out  of  all  the  tugs  assigned 
to  this  division  I  have  only  two  employed  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
river,  viz,  the  Alpha,  devoted  to  towing  coal  and  other  vessels  from 
Hampton  Roads  to  City  Point,  and  the  Epsilon,  used  as  a  mail  boat 
from  this  station  to  Oity  Point.  The  latter  is  in  want  of  immediate 
repair.  I  consider  that  these  facts  are  discreditable  to  the  officers  of 
the  yard,  and  they  do  not  admit  of  any  excuse.  Yesterday  I  receive 
notification  of  an  attack  by  the  rebel  rams,  from  Brigadier-General 
Bawlins,  chief  of  staff,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va,  January  21,  1865, 
We  have  information  Arom  Richmond  that  on  Tuesday  last  an  order  was  issued 
that  tbe  rebel  fleet  should  come  down  the  river,  either  pass  or  attack  our  ironclads, 
and  attempt  the  destruction  of  City  Point. 

It  was  known  in  Richmond  that  we  had  only  two  monitors  up  the  riyer,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  their  vessels  would  be  numerous  or  strong  enough  for  the 
attempt,  it  being  claimed  that  now,  in  the  absence  of  the  larger  part  of  our  iron 
fleet,  was  the  opportunity  for  their  own ;  that  upon  the  return  or  our  ironclads,  theirs 
could  be  permanently  shut  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  that  even  if  the 
movement  resulted  in  the  loss  of  their  vessels,  it  could  be  no  worse  than  what  would 
eventually  be  the  case,  and  might  intiict  incalculable  damage  upon  uh.  There  ih  no 
doubt  that  this  order  was  given,  but  why  it  has  not  been  carried  out  is  unexplained. 
It  would  be  well  that  you  exercise  more  than  usual  vigilance  to  defeat  any  plan  the 
rebels  may  have  in  contemnlation  in  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JoiiK  A.  Rawunb, 
Brigadier' (ieneral  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
Commander  of  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Jamee  Biver, 

I  would  respectfully  recinest  that  more  monitors  may  be  sent  to  me 
if  they  can  be  spared  from  other  duty.  I  have  requested  Brigadier- 
General  Kawliiis  not  to  allow  the  flag-of-truce  boat  to  land  tbe  rebel 
prisoners  opposite  our  vessel.  A  few  days  ago  600  rebels  were  landed 
at  Aiken's  Landiug,  a  few  yards  distant  ftom  the  Onondaga,  giving 
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them  a  close  view  of  the  vefisel,  and  of  our  methods  of  drill  and  exer- 
cise. They  remained  here  several  days  before  they  went  to  Eichmond; 
all  tliis  was  highly  objectionable. 

I  most  respectfully  ask  for  instructions  concerning  the  deadlock  at 
Norfolk  navy  yard.  Gan  anything  be  done  to  get  the  vessels  of  this 
division  back  to  duty  in  James  Biver. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  Arom  City  Point,  Ya.,  as  follows : 

Please  inform  me  what  is  the  condition  of  the  river  obstractions  above  you.  Do 
yon  consider  your  naval  force  sufficient  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats coming  down,  should  they  make  the  attempt  during  high  water  f  If  anything 
is  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  placing  obstrnctions,  I  wul  give  you  any  assistance 
required.  Please  let  me  know  at  once,  as  the  steps,  if  required,  should  be  taken  at 
once. 

John  Gibbon, 
Major-General  VolunUerB,  Commanding, 
Commander  William  A  Parker, 

Commanding  F^f^  DiviHop 

Thus  you  will  i)erceive  that  the  army  officers  expect  an  attack  from 
the  enemy  very  soon. 
My  answer  by  telegraph  to  the  above  dispatch  was  as  follows: 

The  condition  of  the  river  obstructions  above  us  is  bad ;  they  were  washed  awav 
by  the  f^eehet.  I  do  not  consider  our  naval  forces  suflQcient  to  prevent  the  possibil- 
ity of  the  enemy's  j^unboats  coming  down  at  high  water,  should  they  make  the 
attempt.  I  believe  it  to  be  impossible  to  replace  the  obstructions  unless  Hewlett's 
battery  be  first  captured. 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commander,  Commanding  F{fih  Divieion. 

After  some  deliberation  I  considered  that  the  telegram  was  rather 
too  strong/  and  sent  Ghief  Engineer  Henderson  in  the  Don  to  explain 
that  we  could  do  something  in  the  night  toward  making  the  obstruc- 
tions impassable. 

The  rams  will  no  doubt  make  a  desperate  attack  on  our  vessels  at 
the  next  freshet,  if  the  water  rises  sufficiently  to  allow  them  to  pass. 
The  rebels  do  not  expect  them  to  return,  but  that  the  rams  will  be 
eventually  captured  or  destroyed  by  our  forces.  I  enclose  herewith  a 
requisition  from  Chief  Engineer  Henderson,  of  this  vessel,  for  a  small 
steam  engine  for  the  workshop  at  Aiken's  Landing,  which  will  cost 
$1,500,  as  I  am  informed.  I  highly  approve  of  this  suggestion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Pabeeb, 
Oammanding  Fifth  Divisian. 
Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  MoNiTOE  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landing,  James  River ,  Virginia,  January  23, 1865. 
SiE:  I  have  to  report  that  two  tugs  have  been  detached  from  this 
squadron  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  and  ordered  to  the 
Potomac  Flotilla,  as  follows: 

Navy  Dbpartmrnt,  January  17, 1865, 
Sir  :  Scud  the  Heliotrope  and  one  of  the  picket  boats  to  St.  Inigoes,  Md.,  -with  in- 
Htructions  to  report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wkllks. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8<juadron. 
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The  Heliotrope  and  Clinton  were  seut  accordingly.  The  order  was 
delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenaut-Commauder  Eastman,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  JJony  which  arrived  here  yesterday  morning.  These  boats  are 
very  much  wanted  here,  but  as  the  order  was  peremptory,  I  did  not 
feel  justified  jn  withholding  them. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  aplenty  of  tags  at  the  navy  yard,  bat  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  them  ap  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Pabkeb, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  off  Wilmington^  N.  C, 


Ltittm  from  Commander  Parker,  TT.  B.  Havy,  to  ICajor-Oeneral  Gibbon,  TT.  B.  Army,  oommnad- 
ing  at  City  Point,  raggeeting  meae nret  of  proteetion. 

U.  S.  MoNiTOB  Onondaga, 
Aiken^s  Landing^  James  River ^  January  23 j  1865. 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  batteries  commanding 
Trent's  Reach  and  the  obstructions  should  be  immediately  reinforced 
with  heavy  guns,  and  that  more  vessels  be  sunk  in  the  night  near  the 
obstructions;  also  that  some  large  torpedoes  be  sunk  in  the  river  near 
them.  I  have  given  the  orders  to  Professor  Maillefert  to  sink  the  tor- 
pedoes as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Pabkeb, 
Commander^  Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Mfyor-General  John  Gibbon, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Volunteers^  City  Pointy  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  8.  Ship  St.  Lawbenge, 
Off  Norfolk,  Va.,  January  2i,  1865. 
The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  can  not  furnish  the  torpedoes  required,  and 
desires  to  be  informed  whether  those  on  board  the  Stromboli  or  those 
captured  from  the  rebels  will  not  answer. 

D.  Lynch, 
Commander  and  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 

Commander  W.  A.  Pabkeb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg,  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Vibginia  and  Nobth  Oabolina, 

January  2i,  1865 — 3 :  30  a.  m. 
Two  of  the  enemy's  ironclads  have  passed  down  the  river.    Have 
your  command  in  readiness  in  case  an  attack  on  your  front  is  made. 

Jno.  W.  Tubneb, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
General  Devens, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  January  24^  1865. 

(Received  9  :  25  a.  m.) 
The  enemy's  ironclads  came  down  below  the  obstructions  this  morn- 
ing and  return^  to  the  neighborhood  of  Howlett-s  before  daylight 
Since  their  return  there  has  been  a  heavy  explosion  aboat  the  obstruc- 
tions. There  are  three  of  these  ironclads  in  view,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  they  will  make  an  effort  to  get  down  here  to  destroy  our  stores. 
Will  you  please  order  up  the  gunboats  now  about  Fort  Monroe  with 
orders  that  they  shall  not  stop  for  night  or  other  cause  until  they  reach 
the  front  now  occupied  by  our  gunboats. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant'  General. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Aaeista/nt  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

OiTY  Point,  Ya.,  January  24j  1865. 
If  the  rebel  rams  do  not  come  down  tonight  I  think  everything  will 
be  safe  before  to-morrow  niglit.  I  expect  but  little  assistance,  how- 
ever, in  case  of  an  attack,  from  the  navy  under  Captain  Parker.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  take  the  matter  in  my  own  hands  to  get  vessels  to 
the  front,  ordering  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  know 
no  reason  why  the  torpedo  boat  did  not  attack.  As  I  understood,  the 
rebel  rams  ran  our  batteries  to  the  obstructions,  and  then  leisurely 
removed  and  blew  them  up,  only  opposed  by  a  little  infantry  from  the 
shore.  When  I  sent  up  before  daylight  Captain  Parker  had  removed 
the  monitor  to  below  the  pontoon  bridge.  To  night  I  understand  he 
has  hauled  down  the  river,  leaving  what  obstructions  still  remain  to  be 
removed  without  opposition  from  him.  I  have  sent  an  urgent  appeal 
for  him  to  go  back.  I  have  been  busy  all  day  getting  up  material  to 
renew  the  obstructions,  and  army  officers  are  now  at  it. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant'  General. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Spedal  order  from  liaatenant-Oeiiaral  Orant,  U.  B.  Army,  rogarding  movamenti  of  the  gunboats. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24^  1865. 
All  gunboats  now  in  the  James  River  above  City  Point  will  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  the  front  above  the  pontoon  bridge,  near  Yarina  Land- 
ing.   This  order  is  imperative,  the  orders  of  any  naval  commanders  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Li^itenant'  General. 
Special  Orders  to  Gunboat  Commanders.] 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24^  1865— 6  p.  m. 
I  have  been  unable  to  get  Captain  Parker,  by  requesting,  to  assemble 
his  gunboats  near  the  obstructions  in  James  Biver;  he  seems  helpless. 
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I  have  now  seut  orders  directly  to  commanders  of  vessels,  and  respect- 
fully request  that  you  will  sustain  this  course.  Please  direct  daring 
present  emergency  my  orders  be  obeyed. 

U.  S.  Grant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant'  General. 


[Telegnm.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24^  1865. 
Please  inform  me  what  vessels  you  have  at  the  front.  At  this  Jane- 
ture  of  affairs  all  the  vessels  you  can  control  should  be  got  immediately 
to  the  front,  or,  at  least,  above  the  large  amount  of  public  stores 
accumulatea  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  delay  of 
the  last  few  days  in  preparing  for  a  visit  from  the  enemy,  which  I  foand 
on  my  return  to  this  place  yesterday  had  been  expected,  was  providen- 
tially prevented  from  proving  fatal  to  us.  It  would  be  oetter  to 
obstruct  the  channel  of  the  river  with  sunken  gunboats  than  that  a 
rebel  ram  should  reach  Oity  Point 

U.  8.  Grant, 

Lieutenant'  OeneraL 
Captain  Parker, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  J24y  1865. 
What  fleet  have  you  collected  or  ordered  to  the  front f  You  ought 
to  have  every  gunboat  you  can  get  in  the  river  up  with  you.  Should 
the  enemy  attempt  to  come  down  the  river  it  is  your  duty,  in  view  of 
the  large  amount  of  stores  here,  to  attack  with  all  the  vessels  you  have, 
using  your  vessels  as  rams  as  well  as  batteries,  even  at  the  expense  of 
half  the  boats  you  have  got.  I  will  send  vessels  up  the  river  under  an 
engineer  officer  who  will  place  them  in  position  for  sinking  to  obstruct 
the  channel. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant'  General. 
Captain  Parker, 

Care  General  Gibbon. 


I  Telegram,] 

Aiken's  Landing,  January  2ij  1865. 
Your  dispatch  of  the  24th  just  received.  The  names  of  the  vessels 
at  the  front  are  as  follows:  Onondaga^  Massasoit^  and  Hunchback^  below 
Dutch  Gap;  Commodore  Aforri*,  at  Turkey  Bend;  Eutaic^  at  Deep  Bot- 
tom; Daylight,  l^e\y  Market  road;  Miami,  City  Point;  General  Putnam 
and  Commodore  Barney,  at  the  Appomattox  River.  Several  others  are 
at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  undergoing  repairs  and  expected  to  return  in 
a  few  days.  1  will  endeavor  to  get  still  more  vessels  to  the  front  as  you 
request. 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Geueral  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24^  1865. 
Yoa  have  sent  no  reports  to  the  Department.  What  force  have  yon 
at  the  ^ontf  Where  is  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  torpedo  boatf  Have  the 
enemy's  boats  come  down  so  you  can  attack  themf  Put  yourself  in 
communication  with  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  act  accordingly, 
reporting  to  this  Department  direct,  daily. 

Gideon  Welles, 

8ecrei4iry. 
Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Senior  Naval  Officer^  City  Pointy  Va. 


[Telegnun.] 

Washington,  January  24^  1865. 

The  President  just  sent  for  me  and  suggested  that  Admiral  Farragut 
should  go  down  to  James  Biver,  and  leaves  for  Annapolis  in  an  hour. 
Before  that  I  had  ordered  Commodore  Radford,  of  the  Ironsides,  to  go 
up  and  take  command  in  the  James  River.  He  will  be  there  tomorrow 
afternoon.  Captain  Parker  will  be  removed  tonight  if  you  desire  it. 
The  Saugus  has  been  sent  for  to  return  at  once  to  James  River.  The 
Atlanta  goes  up  at  daylight,  and  any  and  all  wooden  boats  at  Norfolk. 
The  Roanokej  ironclad  frigate,  stationed  at  Point  Lookout,  has  been 
ordered  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  Rhode  Island  is  placed  at  your  serv- 
ice at  Hampton  Roads,  and  if  you  do  not  go  for  three  or  four  days,  I 
think  I  can  get  off.  1  can  not  understand  why  the  torpedo  boat  did 
not  attack.    Do  you  know  any  reason  sf 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  24, 1865. 
I  will  send  an  order  now  removing  Commander  Parker.  The  next 
in  rank  is,  I  think.  Commander  Nichols,  a  fair  officer.  If  you  deem  it 
unadvisable  you  can  withhold  the  order.  I  will  go  with  you  Thursday, 
unless  I  notify  you  to  the  contrary  to-morrow.  The  Secretary  of  War 
will  send  me  over  to  Annapolis  in  the  evening. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  James 
River  Division,  and  you  will  immediately  transfer  to  the  next  officer  in 
rank  your  command,  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  the 
Department  by  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 
Commander  William  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  James  River  Division,  N.A.B.  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24, 1865. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Gommander  Nichols  will  no  doubt  do.    I  will  advise  yoa  as  soon  as 
I  know  it  will  be  safe  for  me  to  leave.    It  will  not  be  earlier  than  Thars- 
day  morning. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General . 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 


[Telegrun.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James,  January  24, 1865. 

(Received  10 :  15  a.  m.,  25th.) 
I  have  to  report  that  I  have  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
James  River  Division.    I  will  be  at  City  Point  to  morrow  morning. 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander. 
Lieatenant-Oeneral  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  24 ,  1865— 3  p.  m. 
(3ommander  Parker  has  this  moment  reported  that  the  rebel  rams 
have  passed  the  obstrnctions  in  James  River. 

I  have  sent  the  officer*  to  report  to  Commodore  Radford,  at  Norfolk, 
requesting  that  the  Ironsides  may  be  sent  Immediately  to  Newport 
News,  and  have  ordered  the  Atlanta  to  the  same  place. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore,  Ship  Minnesota. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.  J 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
Send  all  the  ironclads  within  your  reach  immediately  uj)  James 
River.    Answer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
Send  any  of  your  wooden  gunboats  up  the  James  River.    Where  is 
the  Mahopac  (monitor) !    Can  not  she  go  !    Have  the  Rhode  Island  ready 
Thursday,  and  to  await  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  lard,  Norfolk,  Va. 

•See  p.  648. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  639 

[Tdegram.] 

Navy  Departmbnt,  January  24^  1865. 
General  Grant  reports  the  rebel  rams  below  the  obstructions.    You 
do  not  say  what  ironclads  can  be  sent  up  to  attack  them.    Let  there  be 
no  delay.    Where  is  the  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvilf 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary, 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Oiymmandant  Navy  Yard^  Norfolk. 


[Telegnun.] 

Washington,  January  24^  1865— dp.  m. 
Proceed  up  James  Eiver  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  assume  com- 
mand of  James  River  Division.    If  your  vessel  will  not  go  up,  leave 
her  and  take  command  at  the  front,  reporting  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore.WM.  Radford, 

Commanding  Ironsides j  Hampton  Roads  or  Newport  News. 


[Telegrun.] 

Norfolk,  January  24y  1865— 8:45  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
All  ready;  shall  leave  at  early  daylight.    Saugus  is  on  her  way  to 
Washington.    Please  send  her. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Tttlegnun.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24^  1865. 
Please  inform  me  what  ironclads  you  can  send  up  the  river,  and  how 
soon  the  first  will  start.    They  should  run  night  and  day  until  they 
reach  their  destination. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  Va.,  January  24, 1865. 
Telegram  received.    The  Atlanta  will  be  sent  at  once,  and  the  Iron- 
sides will  follow.    Dictator  not  available. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Comma/ndant  Naval  Station. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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[Telegram.] 

FoET  Monroe,  January  24 j  1865 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  9:10  p.  m.) 
Your  dispatch  of  6  p.  m.  is  received.  I  have  sent  the  Atlanta  to  pro- 
ceed up  James  Biver  as  far  as  possible  and  report  to  General  Grant. 
I  have  also  sent  your  morning  telegram  to  Captain  Berrien,  com 
manding  navy  yard,  for  tlie  Ironsides  to  go  to  Newi>ort  News,  I  will, 
however,  immediately  forward  this  dispatch  to  Commodore  Badford, 
commanding  Ironsides.  Torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil  is,  I  believe,  in 
James  River.    Admiral  Porter  has  ordered  her  to  be  ready  to  go  to  sea. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore.  Comdg.  Second  Div.  i/orth  Atlantic  /Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbh, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24,  1865. 
If  it  is  possible  for  you  to  get  over  the  bar  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
please  run  up  the  river  to  tbe  extreme  point  now  occupied  by  our  gun- 
boats. I  enclose  you  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  The  importance  of  having  your  vessel  above  is  so  great 
that  I  reauest  you  will  make  the  eflfort  to  cross  the  bar  at  the  expense 
of  grounding  your  vessel.  Lest  you  may  not  have  a  good  pilot  for  the 
upper  river,  I  send  one  with  the  steamer  carrying  this. 

U.  S.  Grant, 


Lieutenant'  General, 


Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Commanding  Ounboat  AHant^i. 


[TeleKFutii.  j 

War  Department, 
January  24^  1865^9:10  p.  tn. 
Admiral  Farragut  is  ordered  to  City  Point,  and  will  start  for  Annap- 
olis as  soon  as  an  extra  train  can  be  had.    In  the  meantime  Parker  has 
been  removed  and  Radford  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  Heet. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegrftm.] 

City  Point,  January  21,  1865. 

(Received  9:40  p.  m.) 
I  shall  be  truly  glad  to  see  Admiral  Farragut,  but  in  the  present 
emergency  he  can  be  of  no  service,  nor  can  Captain  Radford,  though 
let  him  come.    There  would  be  no  difficulty  about  getting  commanders 
of  vessels  where  you  want  them. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Captain  Fox. 


NORTH  ATLANllC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        641 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  J24, 1865. 
Tbe  Ironsides  and  Atlanta  have  both  started  up  James  River.  The 
former,  on  a  draft  of  1(>  feet,  ought  to  reach  Oity  Point;  the  latter  is 
less.  The  Saugvs  started  from  Norfolk  for  this  place,  but  was  sent  for 
to-day.  I  do  not  understand  where  our  torpedo  boat  is.  She  ought  to 
dispose  of  all  the  rams  if  they  come  below  the  obstructions.  The  Rhode 
Island,  one  of  the  fastest  and  best  ocean  steamers,  will  be  at  the  roads 
ready  for  you  Thursday  morning.  I  can  not  tell  until  tomorrow 
whether  I  can  get  off;  we  are  frozen  up  here.  Will  telegraph  in  the 
morning. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant. 

Captain  Fox  is  waiting  for  an  answer;  so  says  telegraph  operator. 

E.  S.  Parker. 


[Teidgram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  25^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 
The  rebel  fleet  ran  up  the  river  last  night,  and  this  morning  passed 
our  ui)per  batteries,  thus  showing  present  daifger  to  be  at  an  end. 
1  will  leave  here  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow  for  Cape  Fear  River.    Hope  you 
will  be  able  to  go. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant'  General, 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy, 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  25, 1865, 
The  disposition  of  naval  vessels  at  the  roads  which  can  not  go  to  the 
front  is  left  to  the  senior  officer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary, 
Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roa^s,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  25, 1665, 
I  will  send  officers  to-night  to  complete  the  obstructions  in  the  river. 
Please  give  tliem  assistance  and  protection  from  the  navy. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

U-eutenan  t-  General, 
Captain  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Monitor  Onondaga^  Joneses  Landing, 

N  w  R— VOL  11 41 
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[Telegram.  I 

Headquarters  Army  [of  thb]  Jamss, 

January  25^  1805 — 7  a.  m. 
Sir:  Yoar  telegrams  of  7 : 30  p.  m.  aud  10  p.  m.  received. 
The  force  at  the  frout  is  as  follows :  Onondaga^  MassasoU^  Hunchback^ 
torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvily  laanoh  No.  4^  and  two  tags:  Comtnoflare 
Morris,  at  Turkey  Bend;  Eutaw,  at  Deep  Bottom;  Daylight^  at  H^w 
Market  road;  Miami,  at  City  Point;  Dawn,  at  Harrison's  Bar;  aud 
Oeneral  Putnam  and  Commodore  Barney  at  the  Api)omattox  Kiver. 
We  attacked  the  enemy's  gunboats  yesterday  and  drove  them  back, 
two  ironclads  and  ITowlett's  battery.  I  shall  proceed  to  Hampton 
Roads  to-morrow  morning. 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander  J  etc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telointtm.] 


Fort  Monroe,  \  January]  J25, 1865. 
Sir:  I  am  relieved  from  the  couiiiiand  of  the  James  River  Division 
North  Atlantic  Squadron.    If  you  are  the  senior  officer  you  will  please 
to  proceed  to  Aiken's  Xanding  and  assume  command. 

Wm.  a.  Parker. 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nk^hols, 

U.  8.  8.  Meruiota,  James  Rirer, 


Report  of  Captain  Bandc,  IT.  8.  Navy,  tranimittiiig  information  from  Commodore  lanmmii, 
regarding  the  reported  movement  of  Confederate  rams  down  the  river. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 
Off  Neto  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  26y  1865, 
Admiral:  I  received  the  enclosed  note  from  Commodore Lanman  oh 
I  was  passing  the  Minnesota  on  my  way  out  of  Hampton  Roads,  at 
6: 30  a.  m.  yesterday  (Wednesday).  The  rebel  rams  had  been  reported 
as  moving  down  the  river  the  day  before,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Don, 
which  was  sent  down  by  Commander  Parker  with  dispatches  for  you 
asking  for  assistance;  and  Commodore  Lanman  ordered  the  Ironsides 
and  Atlanta  up  the  river.  The  latter  was  underway,  standing  up  river 
at  3  p.  m.  Tuesday,  24th.  The  Saugus  had  gone  up  to  Washington 
early  that  day.  The  enclosed  note  is  subsequent  to  Commander  Par- 
ker's dispatches. 

1  have  140  men  i'rom  the  Colorado,  Brooklyn,  and  Wabash  for  the 
fleet,  several  officers  as  passengers,  packages  for  the  Malvern,  70() 
30-pounder  shell  fuzes,  and  22  barrels  of  powder  for  the  fleet;  also,  a 
mail  for  the  army. 

Resi>ectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvrrn, 
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[Euclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads j  Virginia,  January  25 j  1865. 

ADiidBAL :  It  is  proper  to  inform  yoa  that  at  1  p.  in.  yesterday  Lien- 
ten  ant-Commander  Eastman,  of  the  Don^  came  on  board,  stating  that  he 
had  important  dispatches  for  you  from  Commander  Parker,  James  Kiver, 
with  orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Fisher  to  deliver  them. 

He  informed  me  that  the  rebel  ironclad  rams  had  passed  the  obstruc- 
tions at  Dutch  Gap,  and  that  Commander  Parker  desired  assistance. 
Captain  Sands  being  at  that  time  in  my  cabin,  and  would  sail  immedi- 
ately upon  receiving  a  draft  of  men  from  the  Colorado  (I  presume  in  a 
few  hours),  I  transferred  the  dispatches  to  Captain  Sands  and  ordered 
Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  immediately 
and  report  to  Commodore  Eadford,  of  the  IronaideSj  the  state  of  affairs 
in  James  Biver,  with  the  request  that  the  Ironsides  should  proceed  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Newport  News.  I  immediately  dispatched  the 
Atlanta  to  proceed  8  or  9  miles  above  Newport  News. 

At  6  p.  m.  Lieutenant  |  W.  M.|  Dunn,  aid  to  General  Grant,  came  on 
board,  stating  that  General  Grant  desired  the  Atlanta  to  proceed  to 
Dutch  Gap,  and  I  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  commander  of  the  Atlanta 
to  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  at  the  same  time  reported 
my  action  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  At  8  p.  m.  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing telegram,  dated  Washington  [January  24],  6  p.  m. : 

Send  the  Ironsides  and  Atlanta  to  City  Point.  There  is  the  danger  among  the 
transports,  not  at  Newport  News.  I  trust  no  navy  officer  will  fail  to  attack  the 
enemy  witnont  waiting  for  him.     Where  is  the  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyrilf 

Gideon  Welles,  Secretary, 
Commodore  Jos.  Lanman, 

Senior  Officer^  Hampton  Roads,  on  hoard  Minnesota. 

I  dispatched  the  above  telegram  immediately  to  Commodore  liadford, 
with  our  pilot,  to  find  the  Ironsides,  as  I  presumed  she  had  left  her 
anchorage  oft*  Town  Point. 

At  10  p.  m.  I  received  the  i'ol lowing  dispatch  from  General  Grant: 

City  Point,  January  24, 1865. 
Two  rebel  rams  passed  the  obstructions  before  daylight  this  morning,  bnt  went 
back  again.     Yoar  vessels  can  be  of  service,  and  I  was  m  hopes  some  ot  them  were 
on  the  way  so  as  to  arrive  here  during  the  night. 

U.    S.    (iRANT, 

Lieutenaut-General, 
Commodore  .Joseph  Lanman, 

Hampton  Roads. 

At  daylight  I  ordered  the  A.  D.  Vance  and  Mendota  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  City  Point  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  or  General 
Grant,  the  Vance  to  return  to  the  roads  as  soon  as  her  services  in  the 
river  could  be  dispensed  with. 

January  26, 1865. 
Yesterday  morning  the  Rhode  Island  was  dispatched  to  recall  the 
Sangus.  The  Saugus  went  up  James  River  this  morning.  The  Rhode 
Island  is  in  Hampton  Eoads  waiting  to  receive  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Am  just  informed  that  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr. 
Fox,  will  accompany  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Div.  North  Atlantic  ISquudron, 

and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding 

reiolts  expected. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
FldgHhip  Malvern^  Cape  Fear  Hiver^  Jaiiuary  26^  1865. 
Sir:  The  orders  I  seut  you  regarding  detachments  of  vessels  for 
other  i>oint8  are  revoked,  and  the  tori)edo  boat  will  be  detained  at  the 
(rap.  I  woald  like  nothing  better  than  to  liave  the  raws  and  rebel 
gunboats  come  down,  with  the  force  you  have  now  with  you  on  the 
river.  I  should  certainly  exi>ect  a  report  that  they  had  all  been 
destroyed  if  that  torpedo  boat  is  what  she  professes  to  be,  and  not  a 
humbug,  as  I  have  found  all  such  contrivances.  You  should  be  able 
to  whip  the  whole  rebel  Navy.  Your  little  torpedo  boats  should  be 
able  to  whip  a  ram  apiece,  and  if  my  instructions  are  carried  out  they 
will  always  be  in  readiness.  What  you  have  most  to  apprehend  are 
floating  torpedoes,  which  you  must  avoid  by  getting  booms  ahead  of 
your  vessels. 

I  should  be  very  much  disappointed  if  any  vessel  of  your  division 
budges  an  inch  downstream  owing  to  any  rebel  ram. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear 'Admiral, 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division^  Jamett  River. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  the  sexiior  officer  in  Hampton  Boadi,  regardii  g 

the  TT.  8.  8.  Spnyten  Dnyvil. 

Gape  Fear  River,  January  20^  J865. 
Sir:  If  the  torpedo  l)oat  Sptiyt^^n  Duyvil  is  now  in  Hampton  Uoa<l8, 
you  will  send  her  right  up  James  River  to  report  to  Oommander  Parker. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  I).  Portkk, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Commander  Parker,  for  the  detention  of  the 

IT.  8.  8.  Spnyten  Dnyvil. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  2fi.  isar,. 
Sir:  1  hear  that  the  obstructions  are  washed  away  in  the  James 
River.     Under  the  circumstances  you  will  detain  the  iSpuyten  Duyril. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pouter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

(■ommanding  Fifth  IHrision,  J  amen  River, 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding  complaints  of  his  condact  made  by 
Lieatenant-Oeneral  Grant,  TT.  8.  Army. 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  January  xv;,  186'). 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  1  arrived  here 
yesterday  afternoon  at  about  4  o'clock  and  reported  by  telegraph. 
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Lieatenant-General  Grant  informed  me  tliat  he  had  asked  to  have  me 
removed  from  the  command  of  the  James  Eiver  Squadron  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  viz:  I  had  not  collected  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels 
at  the  front,  and  that  I  had  allowed  the  obstructions  in  the  river  to  be 
removed  by  the  freshet  without  re])orting  the  fact  to  him. 

With  regard  to  the  first  complaint,  I  can  prove  that  I  have  constantly- 
endeavored  to  have  more  vessels  sent  to  me.  1  have  written  many 
letters  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  to  Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  comu>andant 
of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  to  the  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Hanscom,  and 
to  the  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Zeller,  urging  them  to  send  me  more  vessels; 
and  finding  that  there  was  a  deadlock  at  the  navy  yard,  I  sent  the 
U.  S.  S.  Don  to  communicate  with  Bear- Admiral  Porter  and  ask  him  to 
send  me  more  vessels  at  once.  This  I  thought  the  quickest  way  to  get 
the  monitors  up  the  river  to  the  front.  I  can  produce  copies  of  these 
letters  for  the  inspection  of  the  Navy  Department. 

1  had  the  obstructions  in  the  river  examined  after  the  freshet,  and 
the  officer  reported  that,  although  they  had  been  injured,  they  were  not 
passable  for  an  ironclad. 

I  was  not  aware  that  General  Grant  was  dissatisfied  with  me  until  I 
received  your  telegraphic  order  detaching  me  from  the  command. 

I  pray  that  you  will  order  an  investigation  of  the  facts. 

I  kept  the  monitor  Onondaga  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  by 
direction  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  but  when  the  rebel  ironclads  came 
down  in  sight  I  attacked  them  and  Howlett's  battery.  We  struck  the 
rebel  ironclads  several  times  and  they  withdrew  from  the  fight  and 
went  up  the  river.    We  were  assisted  by  our  batteries  on  shore. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  return  to  my  command  in  the  James  Kiver 
or  be  otherwise  employed. 

Nearly  all  the  vessels  in  James  Biver  are  in  want  of  repairs,  which  I 
have  reported  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter  several  times. 

I  humbly  trust  that  the  Department  will  allow  me  the  opportunity  to 
prove  that  I  have  done  ray  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

tSecretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Teleg^ram.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  26, 1865. 

(Beceivedl2:30p.  m.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  10  a.  m.  this  morning, 
and  have  reported  to  General  Grant,  as  ordered. 

Wm.  Badford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


Headi^uarters  Army  [of  the]  James, 

January  26,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

(Beceived  7 :  30  p.  m.) 
Arrived  here  last  night.    The  Onondaga,  Spuyten  Duyvil,  Hunchback, 
and  torpedo  launch  No.  4  just  below  obstructions. 


\ 
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Two  schoouerB,  coal  laden,  were  suuk  last  night  where  the  ram 
broke  through.  The  rams  are  rei)orted  at  their  old  anchorage  near  Fort 
Darling.  The  Atlanta  arrived  this  morning,  and  is  now  agroand.  As 
soon  as  she  is  afloat  she  will  go  to  the  extreme  front.  The  Ironsides  is 
above  City  Point,  on  her  way  up. 

I  have  with  me  the  Miami^  Massasoit^  Eutaw^  and  Commodore  Morris. 
The  engineers  in  charge  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  launch  are  both 
absent;  their  presence  is  needed  immediately. 

E.  T.  Nichols. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreinry  of  Navy. 


[Telotfrani.] 

HEADgUAUTBRS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

January  26 j  1865. ' 
Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  25th.    All  appears  to  be  right.    Kadford 
is  at  bis  post  with  ample  force.    Things  do  not  look  well  for  Parker. 

D.  G.  FarractUT, 

Vice-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[TelegTHin.] 

U.  8.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

City  Point  J  January  27^  1865. 

(Received  12:05  p.  m.) 
I  returned  from  obstructions  at  midnight  with  Admiral  Farragut. 
who  has  left  in  the  Don  for  Annapolis.  A  deserter  informed  General 
Ord  that  some  torpedo  boats  were  in  Jones  Creek,  nearly  opposite 
Newport  News.  The  legates  at  Hampton  Roads  could  send  a  boat 
expedition  and  capture  the  party.  General  Shepley,  at  Norfolk,  if  cx)n- 
sulted,  might  have  useful  information. 

VVm.  Radi'okd, 

Commodorr, 
Hon.  G.  Wkllks. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  27^  1865, 
Have  investigated  the  absence  of  engineer  from  Spuyten  Duyvil  and 
launch  and  report. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy. 


'    Report  of  Commodore  Badfbrd,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  retention  of  certain  vessels. 

U.  S;  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  January  27,  isfir,. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obediem^e  to  orders  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  took  command  of  the  James  River  Hotilla, 
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and  in  view  of  the  difficulties  here  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
Hunchbacky  Massasoitj  and  Spuyten  Duyvil  should  be  retained  in  the 
division  for  the  present 

I  am  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  telegraph 
daily  the  affairs  in  the  division,  and  have  done  so  in  regard  to  the  deten- 
tion of  aforesaid  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Kadford, 
Commodore y  Comm anding, 

Eear-Adiuiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadronj  Flagship  Malvern, 


Bapoit  of  lientenant  Sumner,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Maitaioit 

U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 
James  River ^  Virginia^  January  24j  1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  to-day: 

At  9 :  50  a.  m.  I  received  the  order  to  get  underway  and  proceed  up 
the  river,  prepared  for  action.  At  10 :  08  a.  m.  was  underway,  and,  pass- 
ing the  IJ.  S.  S.  Hunchhackj  took  station  astern  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ononduga 
and  proceeded  up  within  range  of  the  swamp  and  Howlett  house  bat- 
teries.  At  10 :  12  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  the  ship  for  action.  At 
10:35  opened  fire  ux)on  the  swamp  and  Howlett  house  batteries.  At 
11 :  55  a.  m.  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  below  Dutch  Gap  Canal 
and  went  to  dinner.  At  12 :  16  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Aiken's  Land- 
ing astern  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Onondaga.  Being  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  very  nearly  abreast  of  the  Crow's  Nest  battery,  of  which  the 
enemy  have  very  accurate  range,  we  were  struck  several  times  by  shot 
and  shell,  but  sustained  no  serious  injury.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be 
given  to  the  officers  and  crew  for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
themselves  during  the  action.  It  being  the  first  action  the  crew  ever 
participated  in,  they  deserve  special  commendation,  acting,  as  they  did, 
like  veterans.  Our  list  of  wounded  amounts  to  five.  For  full  particu- 
lars of  wounded  and  injuries  received  I  would  most  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  enclosed  reports  of  the  surgeon,  chief  engineer,  boatswain, 
and  carpenter.  Injuries  in  the  sailmaker's  department  are  entirely 
unimportant.  At  the  first  start  there  was  a  slight  difficulty  with  the 
engine,  which  detained  us  a  few  moments. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Watson  Sumner, 
Lieutenantj  Commanding  pro  tem. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division j  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enolo0tire8.] 

U.  8.  S.  Massasoit, 
James  River,  January  24,  1865, 
Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  in  the  engagement  of 
to-day: 
William  Mosher,  seaman;  in  head  and  back,  serious. 
Charles  Fogarty,  landsman;  in  shoulder,  slight. 
William  G.  Hudson,  landsman;  in  right  breast,  serious. 
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James  S.  H.  Black,  landsman;  contasion,  slight. 
Horace  H.  Randall,  boy;  contusion,  slight. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Latson, 
Acting  Ansistunt  Surgeon^  U,  iS,  Nary. 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumnbe, 

Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 
James  River ^  Virginia^  January  ^i,  ISticj. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  action  of  this  day 
the  following  injuries  have  occurred  to  the  machinery  of  this  vessel: 

One  of  the  arms  of  tlie  starboard  wheel  cut  entirely  in  two,  the  shot 
afterwards  striking  the  cast  iron  bracket  supporting  the  shaft,  break- 
ing out  a  piece  about  10  inches  in  diameter,  driving  it  into  the  timbers, 
and  so  bulging  out  the  planking  on  the  inside  as  to  break  oft'  some  of 
the  connections  of  the  distilling  apparatus. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  supply  the  ship  with  fresh  water  until  an 
ofBcer  can  be  sent  to  Norfolk  and  obtain  the  required  pipe  to  repair  it. 
The  escape  steam  pipe  was  cut  by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  that  is  already 
repair^. 
The  department  is  ready  for  action. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  H.  Green, 

IStnior  Engineer, 
G.  Watson  Sumnbe,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer^  U,  K  S.  MaHnasoit. 


V.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 
iVike^i'H  Landing^  James  IHver,  January  J^I,  1S65. 
SlE:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  this 
morning  the  elevating  screw  of  the  forward  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle 
was  broken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  1>.  Jauvis, 

Acting  (iunner. 
Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumnbe, 

Commanding  MaHHasoit, 


U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 
James  Hirer,  Virginia,  January  21,  isd:"), 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in  the 
boatswain's  dei)artment  during  the  action  of  the  day:  Starboard  lower 
boom  topping  lift  shot  away,  also  three  ratlines  of  starboard  forward 
rigging,  a  portion  of  the  port  forward  boarding  netting,  and  the  port 
forward  sheer  pole. 
Respectfully  submitted.  1).  H.  Thaykr, 

Chief  Boatswain^ s  Mate. 
Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner, 

Executive  Officer, 
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U.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 
James  River ^  Virginia ,  January  j24j  I860. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in 
the  carpenter's  department  of  this  vessel  daring  the  action  of  to-day: 

1.  Shot  through  bulwarks,  forward  of  the  port  forward  pivot  gun's 
ports. 

2.  Shot  passed  through  the  launch,  cutting  in  two  six  oars  and  two 
boat  hooks,  carrying  away  the  boom  stretcher  and  passing  through  the 
opposite  hammock  nettings. 

Foremast  slightly  damaged  by  fragment  of  shell,  10  feet  below  top; 
starboard  fore  yardarm  slightly  damaged  by  shelL 

One  arm  of  starboard  paddle  wheel  cut  in  two,  and  a  piece  about  10 
inches  in  diameter  was  cut  out  of  the  cast-iron  support  for  shaft  and 
driven  into  the  ship's  side. 
Respectfully  submitted.  Gbo.  Swerdna, 

Carpenter^ 8  Mate. 
Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner, 

Executive  Officer, 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Massasoit,  Commander  B.  T.  Benshaw,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  24,  1865. — At  2:45  a.  m.  the  Onondaga  slipped  her  chain 
and  went  down  below  the  pontoon  bridge  and  came  to  anchor.  At  3 
slipped  our  chain  and  stood  up  and  down  the  river.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. : 
Ship  underway  running  up  and  down  the  river  above  the  pontoon 
bridge.  At  5:30  mail  tug  came  down  the  river.  Heavy  firing  along 
the  front.  At  6:45  heard  the  sound  of  a  heavy  report  up  the  river. 
Picket  boat  returned  and  reported  a  rebel  ram  below  the  obstructions. 
At  7 :  15  steamed  up  to  our  anchorage,  got  our  chain,  and  banked  fires. 
At  7 :  30  picket  boat  and  ironclad  torpedo  boat  Stromboli  came  down  the 
river,  reported  one  of  the  rebel  steamers  blown  up.  At  8 :  30  the  Hunch- 
back came  up  the  river.  Received  a  torpedo  from  the  StrombolL  At 
9 :  30  the  Onondaga  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  9 :  50 
received  orders  to  proceed  up  the  river  and  prepare  for  action.  At 
10:  OS  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river  and  took  our  station  astern 
of  the  Onondaga,  within  range  of  Howlett's  house  and  swamp  batteries. 
At  10:12  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  ship  for  action.  At  10:35 
opened  fire  upon  the  swamp  and  Hewlett  house  batteries.  While 
engaged  with  the  batteries  we  were  struck  8  times  by  the  enemy's  shot 
and  shell.  Sustained  no  serious  injury.  One  shell  wounded  5  of  our 
men.  At  11:55  ceased  firing  and  dropi)ed  out  of  range.  At  12:15 
p.  m.  came  to  anchor  and  beat  the  retreat.  At  1:15  the  Onondaga 
and  torpedo  boats  came  down  the  river  and  anchored. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  lientenant-Commander 
Blake,  U,  S.  Navy,  while  in  temporary  command  of  James  River  Division. 

U.  S.  8.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  January  28, 1865. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lientenant-Gommander  Blake's 
report. 

As  soon  as  I  arrived  at  this  place,  on  the  26th  instant,  I  took  a  tug 
and  proceeded  to  the  front  and  found  the  Onondaga  close  to  the  obstruc- 
tions.   The  Atlanta  came  u]>  after  my  arrival  and  was  anchored  ahead 
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of  the  Onofidaga.    The  Saugu^  arrived  next  iiiorDing ;  has  been  anchored 
below  the  Onondaga. 

Three  of  the  wooden  vessels  are  anchored  just  out  of  range  of  the 
rebel  battery  to  8upx)ort  the  iron  vessels  in  case  of  an  attack.  Before  I 
arrived  General  Grant  had  ordered  the  breach  made  in  the  obstructions 
filled  up  with  two  schooners  loaded  with  coal.  We  are  prepared,  and 
should  they  have  [the]  temerity  to  make  another  attack  you  will,  I  trast, 
hear  a  good  account  of  us. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake  I  found  in  command  of  the  Onondaga^ 
and  have  kept  him  in  command,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your 
approval. 

I  have  been  constantly  employed  getting  the  vessels  in  their  proi>er 
places. 

There  are  so  many  rumors  that  it  reiiuircs  constant  vigilance  to  be 
prepared  at  all  points. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  RADFOEDj 
Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  iSquadron,  FlagshipMalvern. 


Baport  of  Lienteiuuit-Oommander  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 
James  River j  Virginiaj  January  26, 1865. 

Sib:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  your  information: 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  Commander  William 
A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  came  alongside  the  iJutaw,  then  at  anchor  at 
Varina  bridge,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  removed  from  the 
command  of  the  division  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
"You  being  the  senior  oflicer  present,  I  turn  the  command  over  to  you,^ 
and  immediately  left  for  City  Point. 

As  I  was  ignorant  of  the  stations  of  the  vessels  of  the  division  and  of 
the  location  of  the  rebel  rams,  but  learning  that  the  rebels  had  destroyed 
the  obstructions  i)laced  in  the  channel  at  Trent's  Reach,  1  presumed  it 
was  their  intention  to  force  their  way  down  the  river.  1  immediately 
left  the  Eutaw  in  charge  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  went 
on  board  the  Onondaga^  gave  orders  to  get  the  ship  underway  as  soon 
as  )>ossible,  and  telegrai)hed  to  Lieutenant-General  (irant  that  I  had 
assumed  command  of  the  division,  and  would  go  up  the  river  and  meet 
the  rams  at  the  obstructions. 

A  short  time  after  coming  on  board  the  Onondaga,  Chief  Engineer 
Henderson  reported  to  me  that  he  would  be  able  to  use  the  port  engines 
(having  succeeded  in  clearing  the  obstruction  which  had  fouled  the 
propeller  while  moving  the  night  previous).  I  anchored  the  Onondaga 
just  below  the  obstructions  and  directed  tlie  Hunchback  to  take  a  i)08i- 
tion  just  ahead  of  me,  to  i)rotect  the  vessel  against  torpedo  boats,  and 
the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron  out  of  the  direct  range  of  the  rebel 
batteries;  giving  the  commanders  orders  that  the  moment  the  rebel 
rams  made  their  appearance  they  were  immediately  to  come  up  to  the 
support  of  the  Onondaga,  at  the  same  time  impressing  u])on  tliem  the 
vital  importance  of  preventing  the  rams  from  passing  down  the  river; 
that  they  were  to  run  foul  of  the  rams  and  try  to  force  tliem  aground 
under  the  fire  of  our  batteries.  I  then  turned  my  attention  to  the  tor- 
pedo boats;  not  a  torpedo  on  board  of  them  could  be  exploded;  the 
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powder  in  them  was  renewed  and,  on  trial,  we  foand  them  in  working 
order.  I  found  that  both  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  these  boats 
were  absent,  and  was  informed  that  Captain  Parker  had  telegraphed 
for  their  immediate  retarn.  At  Aiken's  Landing  I  found  two  schooners 
filled  with  coal,  which  had  been  sent  up  by  LieutenantGeneral  Grant 
for  the  purpose  of  being.sunk  in  that  part  of  the  channel  which  had 
been  used  by  the  rebel  rams.  As  directed,  they  were  sunk  between 
obstructions  Nos.  2  and  4,  north  passage,  which  I  now  think  completely 
obstructs  that  channel.  Three  torpedoes,  of  150  pounds  of  powder 
each,  were  placed  in  line  a  short  distance  above  Dutch  Gap  Canal  and 
Fort  Brady.  I  directed  that  the  large  iron  torpedoes  sunk  by  the 
rebels  at  Aiken's  Landing  should  be  raised  and  immediately  prepared 
for  use.  At  7  p.  m.  I  received  a  message  tit>m  Commander  Nichols,  of 
the  Mendota,  that  he  had  arrived  at  Aiken's  Landing,  "Understand  the 
situation;  go  on  with  your  arrangements;  I  will  see  you  in  the  morn- 
ing." He  came  on  board  at  9  a.  m.,  when  I  turned  over  the  command 
to  him.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  ability 
and  energy  with  which  Chief  Engineer  Henderson,  of  this  vessel,  got 
her  engine  in  working  order,  and  the  valuable  assistance  he  gave  me 
in  getting  the  torpedo  vessels  and  torpedoes  ready  for  use.  I  am  con- 
fident that  I  should  have  received  the  most  hearty  cooperation  of  the 
other  commanding  officers.  I  was  confident  that  by  engaging  the  rams 
at  the  obstructions  we  could  either  destroy  them  or  prevent  their  pass- 
ing down  the  river. 

Hoping  that  my  actions  during  the  short  x>eriod  that  I  was  in  charge 
of  the  division  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HoMEB  C.  Blake, 
Lieutenant' Commander  J  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Poeteb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  lientenaiit-Commaiider  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commending  Ida  action  while  in  temporary  command. 

Cape  Feae  Rivee,  February  4^  I860. 
Sir  :  1  have  received  your  report  in  relation  to  the  course  you  pursued 
while  in  command  of  the  James  River  Division.  Had  your  predecessor 
done  as  well  we  should  now  have  been  in  possession  of  the  whole  rebel 
navy  and  on  our  way  to  Richmond.  The  Onondaga  I  consider  a  match 
for  the  whole  rebel  fleet,  and  I  feel  mortified  that  with  all  my  instruc- 
tions J  failed  to  impress  the  late  commander  of  the  division  with  the 
importance  of  acting  coolly  and  energetically  if  an  occasion  offered. 
Your  conduct  meets  my  hearty  approval. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeteb, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake, 

Commanding  Onondaga^  James  River. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Sntaw,  lieatenant-Commaader  H.  C.  Blake,  U.  8.  Navy. 

January  21^  1865. — At  anchor  in  James  River.    At  5:30  p.  m.  the 
Don  passed  up  the  river. 
January  23. — Heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap. 
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January  24. — Heavy  tiriug  heard  throaghoiit  tbe  day  in  the  direction 
of  Dutch  Gap. 

January  25. — At  3  a.  in.  heavy  guns  heard  from  our  own  and  tbe 
rebel  batteries.  At  3: 30  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river. 
Came  to  anchor  at  the  pontoon  bridge.  The  tug  Epnilon  came  along- 
side with  Captain  Parker;  left  at  6:25.  Got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  river.  Kan  a  line  to  the  tug  Alpha  and  she  started  ahead  of  us. 
At  G:50  1etgo  line  and  anchored  near  Aiken's  Landing.  The  tug 
Alpha  came  alongside  and  Captain  Blake  left  the  ship  to  take  tempo- 
rary command  of  the  Onondaga  and  this  division,  leaving  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  Simmons  in  command  of  this  ship. 

January  2f>, — Commences  clear  and  cold.  Boats  on  picket.  One 
boat  sent  up  river  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Morgan  to  lay  torpedoes. 
At  3  a.  m.  Mr.  Morgan  returned,  having  accomplished  successfully  the 
lajring  of  three  torpedoes. 


Abftraot  log  of  the  IT.  S.  8.  Honehbaok,  Lieatenaiit  Jo«eph  P.  Fyffe,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

January  22j  1665.— At  8: 40  p.  m.  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  a  south- 
westerly direction. 

January  24. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  ni.,  heavy  firing  at  intervals  in 
direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.,  steamer  M.  Martin  came 
np  the  river  with  orders  for  us  to  proceed  up  the  river.  ImmcMli- 
ately  slipped  our  cable  and  proceeded  up  to  Jones's  Landing  and 
reported  to  the  senior  officer  on  board  the  ironclad  Onondaga.  At  9 
the  captain  left  the  ship  and  went  on  board  the  Ononda^ia  for  further 
orders.  At  9 :  20  Captain  Fyffe  returned  with  orders  to  ])foceed  np  the 
river  and  attack  the  wooden  boats  of  the  enemy,  if  there  were  any.  At 
9:30  the  Onondaga  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  got  underway  and  proceeded 
up  the  river.  At  10  we  opened  on  the  enemy's  ironclads  and  battery; 
continued  firing  until  meridian,  when  we  droi)ped  down  the  river. 
Shell  expended:  IX-inch,  33  lO-second,  (>  15-second;  100-i>ounder, 
3  10-second,  4  15-second.  From  meridian  to  \  p.  m.,  vessel  lying  off 
Dutch  Gap  Canal.  The  fleet  dropped  down  below  l)ut(jh  Gap  Canal  at 
1 :  20  p.  m.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.,  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
in  obedience  to  orders  of  division  commander.  At  8  j).  m.  came  to 
anchor  below  the  canal. 

January  25, — At  2 :  30  a.  m.  heavy  firing  with  muskets  and  great 
guns  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  At  3:30  saw  smoke  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  vessel  and  slipped  anchor  to  be  in  readiness  for  action.  At 
10  proceeded  up  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  ott*  Crow's  Nest.  At 
9:30  p.  m.  two  boats  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Captain  Fyft'e,  Acting 
Master  E.  K.  Valentine,  and  Acting  Master  Sias;  proceede<l  up  the  river 
and  returned  at  11 :  30. 

Jamtary  26. — At  3  ]).  ni.  the  rebel  batteries  oi)ened  fire.  Got  under- 
way and  went  down  river. 

January  27. — At  1 1 :  20  a.  m.  the  ironclad  Sauyu^  passed  up  the  river 
and  anchored  astern  of  the  Onondaya. 

January  2S, — Clear,  cold  weather.  River  frozen  over.  At  4:15 
a.  m.  got  underway  and  returned  to  our  station  below  the  canal.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  Commodore  Morris  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  At  2:30  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  from  llowlett's  house  bat- 
tery; we  got  underway  and  steamed  out  of  range. 

January  29, — At  12:30  ]).  m.  got  underway  to  i)roceed  down  the 
Deep  Bottom.  On  arriving  at  the  pontoon  bri<Ige  we  could  not  get 
through  on  account  of  the  ice. 
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Seport  of  Second  Aamtant  Engineer  Stone,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  temporary  command  of  the  V.  S.  S. 

SpnytenDnyvil. 

U.  S.  S.  Spuytbn  Duyvil, 
James  River j  Virginia^  January  31  j  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  several  days  previous  to  the  23d 
instant  I  had  information  from  Commander  Parker,  commanding  James 
Kiver  fleet,  that  the  rebel  fleet  on  the  James  Eiver  was  about  to  descend, 
force  their  way  through  our  obstructions  of  sunken  vessels  above  Dutch 
Gap,  if  possible  destroy  our  fleet,  and  capture  City  Point,  On  the 
morning  of  the  2dd  instant,  while  lying  a  few  ships'  lengths  below  the 
U.  S.  8.  Onondaga^  Commander  Parker  ordered  me  to  get  the  Spuyien 
Duyvil  underway  and  go  above  his  vessel,  as  I  was  no  protection  to  him 
whatever  while  lying  there.  I  obeyed  the  order,  got  up  anchor,  steamed 
a  few  yards  above  the  steamer  Onondaga  and  came  to  anchor.  During 
the  day  I  suggested  to  Commander  Parker  the  necessity  of  taking  a  more 
advantageous  position  by  moving  farther  up  and  more  into  the  left  bank 
of  the  river;  received  permission,  and  moved  the  vessel  accordingly  at 
4  p.  m.,  with  everything  ready  for  action.  About  8  p.  m.  was  hailed  by 
Mr.  Hays^  executive  officer  of  the  Onondaga^  to  be  prepared  for  imme- 
diate action.  At  9:30  p.  m.  was  again  hailed  by  Mr.  Hays,  of  the 
Onondaga,  to  go  to  quarters,  which  I  immediately  obeyed,  and  remained 
at  quarters  until  11 :  30  p.  m.,  when  1  was  hailed  by  Mr.  Hays  and 
again  ordered  to  quarters.  At  this  time  a  rocket  was  sent  up  in  the 
direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  About  this  time  the  Onondaga  got  underway 
and  dropped  down  the  river  out  of  our  sight.  At  2 :  30  a.  m.  of  the 
24th  the  torpedo  boat  No.  4,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  [F.]  Fort 
in  charge,  came  down  the  river.  I  hailed  them  while  passing,  but  was 
unable  to  understand  their  reply.  About  3  p.  m.  Mr.  Fort  returned 
with  verbal  orders  for  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  torpedo  boat  No.  4  to  go 
to  the  obstructions  and  attack  the  rams.  We  immediately  got  under- 
way. When  about  a  mile  up,  the  vessel  ran  aground;  backed  her  oif 
and  started  again.  While  on  our  way  met  the  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit  picket 
launch,  who  reported  a  boat  of  some  kind  moving  up  and  down  the  river 
at  the  same  time  they  moved.  I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the 
obstructions,  but  was  unable  to  discover  any  vessel;  remained  close  to 
the  obstructions  until  5:30  a.  m.,  when  we  dropped  down  the  river  a 
short  distance  and  came  to  anchor.  At  6  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  on  shore  in 
charge  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  B.  S.  Heath,  who  reported 
two  steamers  and  steam  coming  from  other  vessels,  all  lying  under  the 
guns  of  rebel  batteries.  At  6: 30  saw  a  terrific  explosion  take  place  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  rebel  fleet  and  supposed  it  to  be  one  of  their  vessels 
blown  up.  At  7  a.  m.  got  underway,  proceeded  down  the  river,  and 
came  to  anchor  near  Aiken's  Landing.  At  10:16  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  8. 
Onondaga  came  np  the  river.  On  coming  near  our  stern  Mr.  Hays 
hailed  and  ordered  us  to  get  underway  and  prepare  the  vessel  for  action. 
We  immediately  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  the  river  astern  of  the 
Onondaga,  On  arriving  near  the  obstructions,  I  saw  a  towboat  coming 
from  the  Onondaga,  and  thinking  they  wished  to  communicate  with  this 
vessel,  I  sent  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  B.  8.  Heath  on  deck  to 
ascertai  n ;  received  orders  to  go  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Onondaga, 
which  order  I  obeyed  and  laid  near  her  during  the  engagement  between 
our  vessels  and  the  rebel  steamers,  which  lasted  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour.  We  then  went  alongside  of  the  Onondaga  and  assisted  in 
towing  her  down  the  river  to  Aiken's  Landing.  I  will  here  state  that 
on  several  occasions  previous  to  the  rebel  steamers  coming  down  the 
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river,  I  Biiggested  to  Coinniandor  Parker  the  necessity  of  having  a  pilot 
on  board  this  vessel,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  one  until  the  evening  of 
the  24th  instant. 

Very  res])e(*tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  Stone, 
Second  AttHiMtant  Ihiginm-,  Commaudinff  pro  iem. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay, 

Commanding  titcamvr  Spuyten  huyviL 


Seport  of  Fint  Atriitant  Engineer  Lay,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  his  expedition  to  New  York  in 
aoeordanee  with  inttmetions  from  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  8.  Torpedo  Boat  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

James  River  Fleet,  January  31^  1865. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Commander  William  A.  Parker, 
dated  January  0, 1  proceeded  to  New  York  to  proi*ure  the  necessary 
shells  and  plating  for  this  vessel,  and  was  recalled  from  there  by  tele- 
graph and  ordered  to  join  my  vessel  at  this  station,  which  I  did  yester- 
day, January  30,  and  immediately  reported  to  the  division  officer. 

1  had  an  interview  with  Lieutenant-General  Grant  on  the  evening  of 
January  4,  and  gave  him  a  description  of  the  vessel,  and  also  stated  to 
him  that  I  had  received  orders  firom  Commander  Parker  to  proceed 
up  the  river,  clear  the  obstructions,  and  attempt  the  destruction  of 
the  rebel  rams  as  soon  as  I  could  procure  the  necessary  shells.  The 
general  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attack  the  rams  until  there  was  a 
cooperative  movement  by  the  Army  and  Navy.  I  mentioned  to  Com- 
mander Parker  the  result  of  my  interview  with  General  (rrant,  and 
then  i>roceeded  north  to  procure  the  necessary  material  referred  to  in 
Commander  Parker's  order. 

I  am,  very  respecitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.loHN  L.  Lav, 
[FivHt  AsHiHtani  Fnyincer],  Commanding  Sjmytrn  IhiyviL 

Commodore  W.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  J  amen  River  Fleet. 


Unoffidal  report  of  First  Aniitant  Engineer  Lay,  IT.  8.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Spuyten  Dnyvil. 

U.  S.  Torpedo  Boat  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

James  River j   Virginia,  February  .s,  1805. 

DearSir:  1  wrote  you  at  length  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  late 
raid,  and  also  enclosed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Stone's  report  to  me.  The  follow- 
ing, I  think,  will  be  interesting  to  you,  and  illustrate  some  of  the  little 
annoyances  we  labor  under  here: 

When  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  first  came  up  the  river  she  had  on  deck 
twenty-three  loaded  torpedoes,  which  1  was  obliged  to  carry  there 
owing  to  want  of  room  below.  The  Onondaga  could  not  receive  them, 
and  Captain  Parker  would  not  allow  them  to  remain  where  they  were 
and  did  not  provide  any  suitable  place  for  them.  Professor  Maillefert 
kindly  gave  me  permission  to  keep  the  shells  in  iiis  cave,  a  kind  of 
magazine,  where  he  stored  his  powder  temi)orariIy.  Accordingly,  the 
shells  were  removed  from  our  deck  and  placted  there,  where  they 
remained  until  1  became  satisfied  that  the  dampness  of  the  place  would 
prove  injurious  to  them. 
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There  was  an  empty  caual  boat  lying  at  Aiken's  Landing.  Mr.  Stone 
called  upon  the  commissary  in  whose  charge  she  was  and  obtained  ])er- 
mission  to  place  them  there  for  the  time  being.  The  boat  was  little 
better  than  the  cave,  but  could  accommodate  a  larger  number,  and  as 
more  torpedoes  were  arriving,  I  accepted  the  gentleman's  kind  oifer 
and  the  torpedoes  were  deposited  there  until  such  time  as  was  necessary 
to  use  them. 

On  my  return  from  the  North,  I  learned  that  the  powder  in  the  shells 
was  damp  and  required  renewing,  which  was  done  under  my  own  super- 
intendence. While  engaged  in  this,  1  found  it  necessary,  after  empty- 
ing the  shells,  to  place  a  little  fresh  powder  in  the  priming  tube  and 
explode  a  cap  in  order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  shells 
missing  fire.  I  did  this  myself  and  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  powder 
on  the  canal  boat.  Some  one  in  the  meantime  reported  to  General  Ord 
that  parties  were  burning  powder  in  the  boat  and  endangering  the 
lives  and  property  of  persons  in  that  vicinity.  The  case  was  greatly 
exaggerated  to  Commodore  Eadford,  who,  in  writing  to  Captain  Nichols 
in  relation  to  the  affair,  suggested  that  the  parties  should  be  severely 
punished. 

I  placed  the  matter  before  Captain  Nichols  (who  is  flag  oflBcer)  in  its 
true  light,  and  the  affair  was  adjusted  with  the  commodore. 

On  the  evening  of  February  6,  Captain  Blake,  of  the  Onondaga^  sent 
for  nie  and  stated  that  a  telegram  from  Fort  Brady  informed  him  that 
the  rams  were  moving  down  the  river,  and  that  I  should  have  every- 
thing in  readiness  to  attack  them.  I  immediately  started  down  the 
river  in  a  small  boat  to  procure  more  torpedoes,  as  I  had  but  twelve  on 
board  (all  I  could  stow),  which  I  deemed  insufficient  in  case  we  had  to 
advance  up  the  river.  I  likewise  desired  to  see  Captain  Nichols,  and 
make  one  more  effort  to  procure  a  pilot.  When  1  arrived  at  the  canal 
boat  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  shells  gone.  I  was  informed  by  the 
keeper  in  charge  that  an  army  tugboat  had  removed  the  torpedoes  that 
afternoon,  he  knew  not  where,  but  the  captain  of  the  tug  said  his  orders 
were  to  carry  them  down  the  river  and  stow  them  in  a  magazine,  and 
when  it  was  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  informing  us  of  their 
destination,  said,  in  reply,  that  his  orders  were  to  remove  them  and  not 
hunt  the  whole  river  for  us.  I  at  once  informed  Captain  Nichols  of  the 
transaction.  He  was  perfectly  astonished  and  said  he  would  enquire 
into  the  case  in  the  morning,  which  he  kindly  did.  The  rams  did  not 
come  down,  but  if  they  had,  and  it  had  been  necessary  for  us  to  use 
thirty  or  more  torpedoes,  we  should  not  have  known  where  to  find 
them,  consequently  the  ship  would  have  been  obliged  to  retire  out  of 
action. 

The  above  statements  are  facts,  and  comments  are  needless. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lay. 

Chief  Engineer  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Neic  York  City, 


Beport  of  Commander  Parker,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  January  31^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2Gth  instant. 

When  the  rebel  rams  came  down  the  river  I  ordered  both  torpedo 
boats  to  endeavor  to  destroy  them,  but  they  failed  to  do  so.    The  reason 


li<ril»|r    7^f*af^%    .!»    S^fW    Yotk    aUVit     *b^n>    ^^    ^UMST    WftKTMZrZA.       Tm 
JItaMft   fiVrSw^  eSl|«T   •»»*  ili   TkATt:*-  otf  A^^ZtiP  lfA«*r  *  Maur  "^WT.  H. 
bfAUm  mA  i5«««>4  Aiwii«tAr^t  Kugizj^^^   W.  Ff  For?,  of  ta*-  Oaiwii*jy^. 

tlienr  vcffiVi  *r^  2M>r«r  ror/m  to  ibarj<:«3Te7  tri^  v^^w-].  k.zA  to  mrfjid  tbe 
boateh^  fftarins;  *^i  l^al^b  Cyaf*.  TLe  v«s^ncri«  dt^v  hi  JaiDihfr  River  ar«- 
«iNMfli  t*''  fafyrnr*'  tb^  w^At  rc^jei  £««t  if  tb«j  are  vrtbrn  jvpporczng 
dwUMK.  bat  tbiJi  «i)l  ]#:aTe  M^end  im^vortabt  poiDt5  f-x|M«ed.  I  r«|?TeC 
TCTf  mntU  tliat  I  di^l  ri<4  remTe  joar  krtu^  of  the  y^Vu  instaot  bcsfere, 
m  wbi^fa  #^aM;  I  ftb^mi^l  bare  renDained  at  tbe  ototmctkAa^  bot  I 
tlM«icfat  m/  ehaoiifA  of  faptariDg  tb€r  wbokr  fleet  woold  be  incmned  by 
tthmiufi  thetn  to  #ynDf;  dovn  tbe  river  to  tbe  bridj?e.  vbere  I  inteoded 
to  attack  tbeni«  TbiA  d«rison  I  now  tbink  wax  wrong,  aod  I  be^  jour 
IGmpTenefM  for  it.  OdIv  allow  me  one  more  ^bauee  to  retrif-ve  my  repii- 
IraoD  and  joor  ^riod  r^iioion.  and  I  j^ball  be  bappy:  one  anfommate 
■rffitake  oagbt  lud  to  miD  tbe  bopes  of  a  wbole  lifetime. 

I  eameatiy  fiei?  tbat  ycpa  will  grant  meyonr  prr»teetiou  and  patrona^ 
aod  I  0liall  be  jntlebted  to  yon  forever,  and  1  a^k  one  more  chance  to 
nave  mvaelf  in  yoor  estimation. 

I  am.  ftir,  very  reftpectfhlly,  yoar  obedient  ?»ervaut. 

Wm.  a.  Pabksr. 

Commamder, 

Rear  Admiral  iK  iK  Pokier, 

Commanding  Sortk  Atl^miir  H^fuadron. 


^January  UH^  7^/;.^.  — At  8:34>  ii.  ro.  beard  heavy  riring  in  the  direction 
of  Fort  Krady  and  Howlett'n  batterj-.  At  lO.-.'iO  j).  ni.  received  a  dis- 
paU'Ji  from  the  Hi^nal  Tower,  fttatin^  rebel  boats  removiufi:  the  obstruc- 
tlonn  in  Trent'H  Kem;h.  Saw  a  rocket  lired  from  onr  pickets:  went  to 
qaart4'TN, 

•January  ',>i. — All  handH  at  qaarters.  At  1 :  20  a.  ni.  beat  the  retreat- 
Heavy  firing  in  the  dire<;tion  of  Trent's  Reach.  At  2:  lo  jiicket  launcb 
AV;.  /  and  tn^  A  Ipha  came  down  and  reporte<l  rebel  vessel  below  tbe 
obntnictionH.  Tug  Epnilon  came  down  the  river,  went  to  quarters.  At 
3  hove  up  anchor  and  dropi>e.d  down  below  the  j^ontoon  bridge  in 
charge  of  pilot,  got  aground  on  the  south  bank,  ran  a  hawser  to  tbe 
tug  Alpha^  who  pulled  us  of!'.  At  S:'M)  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  went 
up  river  with  tug  Alpha  helping  us.  Went  up  in  ccmi])any  with  gun- 
boats AffiMMfiHoit  and  Hunchback  and  torpedo  boat  Spuijini  Ihiyvil.  At 
10 :  'M)  came  to  anchor  in  5  fathoms  off'  Sleejjy  IJollow.  A 1 10 : 4.")  engaged 
two  rebel  rams,  dist^int  about  one  half  mile.  At  11:10  one  left  and 
went  up  the  river.  At  12  the  other  left  and  went  up  out  of  range. 
Fired  from  forward  turret — 5  XV-inch  solid  shot,  ."5  8-ineh  ri tie  shot, 
<'-hilled  <?nds.  From  after  turret — 5  XV-inch  solid  shot,  5  8  inch  solid 
shot,  .'J  H  inch  ]»ercuBsion  shell,  flit  the  rebel  rams  sev(»i  al  times. 
Hpxtytvn  iPyyvil  aiul  tug  A//^/f?7o/i  came  alongside,  got  underway,  dropi>ed 
down  to  Aiken's  landing  and  anchored.  Had  our  wlialeboat  and  two 
dingeys  stove  in  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  rams. 

January  ?'>. — Lieutenant-(3ommander  H.  C.  Hlake  in  command,  tem- 
porarily. At  .'J  a.  m.  tug  Alpha  came  alongside  and  reiujrled  that  the 
Miami  luwl  anchored  above  the  pontoon.  Heavy  artillery  tiring  near 
Fort  Hriwly.    The  Jlinichbavk  reported  the  rebel  rams  moving  up  the 
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river.  All  Imiids  employed  iu  stripping  schooner  ready  to  sink.  From 
4  to  6  p.  m.  heavy  firing  from  Fort  Brady  and  the  rebel  rams.  At  8: 10 
p.  ni.  the  schooners  for  the  obstructions  were  towed  up  the  river.  At 
9  Mr.  Hays  returned,  having  sunk  two  army  schooners  in  the  obstruc- 
tions. 

January  2(1. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  rebel  batteries  firing  on 
signal  battery.     Vice- Admiral  Farragat  came  on  board. 

January  27, — At  11  p.  m.  the  Eutaiv^s  boat  came  down  from  the 
ol)Structions  with  rebel  torpedo  boat  in  tow. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  NorfoUc,  regarding 
the  conduct  of  Commander  Parker,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  January  31j  1865. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  the  communications  from  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Grant  to  the  Department  concerning  the  conduct  of  Commander 
W.  A.  Parker.  You  will  enquire  into  such  matters  as  naturally  suggest 
themselves  upon  examination  of  these  papers.  Also  why  the  Saugus 
was  not  brought  to  the  front  and  also  why  Commander  Parker  did  not 
inform  the  Department  of  his  situation  and  inability  to  obtain  neces- 
sary assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Coinniodore  C.  H.  Bell, 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  officers  in  the  case  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  6',  1805, 
Sir:  The  steamer  Baltimore  is  placed  at  your  disposal  to  enable  you 
to  go  to  the  front  and  examine  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  such 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army  as  are  cognizant  of  any  information  con- 
cerning the  late  movements  of  the  rebel  vessels. 

It  is  important  for  the  honor  of  the  Navy  that  a  full  and  impartial 
enquiry  should  be  made,  especially  as  to  the  absence  of  officers  and  the 
commander  of  the  Spuyien  Duyvil,  her  condition  for  service,  and  all 
other  vessels;  whether  the  senior  officer  sent  for  the  commander  of  the 
fSpuyten  DftyvU  after  he  learned  that  the  rebel  vessels  were  coming; 
whether  he  informed  the  Department  that  a  raid  was  expected ;  whether 
he  dropped  down  in  the  Onondaga  on  the  approach  of  the  rebel  vessels; 
whether  the  Atlanta,  Ironsides,  and  Saiigus  were  sent  for,  and  at  what 
time  after  Lieutenant-General  Grant  notified  the  senior  officer  that  the 
rebels  were  ex[)ected;  whether  the  Atlanta  and  Ironsides  were  ordered 
to  Newport  News,  and  if  so,  by  whom  and  for  what  reason;  and  all 
other  information  tending  to  elucidate  the  subject,  together  with  the 
opinion  of  the  court  upon  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  the  condition  of  the 
vessels,  and  particularly  whether  any  officer  has  violated  the  ninth  or 
tenth  sections  of  article  third,  of  the  Rules  for  the  Government  of  the 
Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

{Secretary  of  tlw  Navy,] 
Commodore  Chas.  H.  Bell,  CJ.  S.  Navy, 

Nary  Yard,  Norfolk^  Va. 
N  w  R— VOL  11 42 
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Letter  from  Beftr-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  NaTj,  to  Comnuuider  Parkor,  V,  8.  ITatj. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  14j  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  3l8t  ultimo,  and  although  I  can 
well  feel  for  you  and  regret  the  i)osition  in  which  you  have  been  placed, 
I  do  not  feel  that  I  (*an  do  anything  in  the  matter  until  a  court  of  euquiry 
decides  in  relation  to  the  motives  or  necessity  which  induced  you  t » 
leave  the  station  assigned  the  Onondaga. 

No  man  ever  had  a  better  chance  than  you  had  to  make  yoiir8i*lf 
known  to  the  world,  and  the  enemy  presented  you  with  the  opportunity 
I  have  been  so  long  desirous  of  meeting. 

As  the  Department  has  taken  this  matter  in  charge,  I  prefer  leaving 
it  in  their  hands,  and  if  your  motives  were  such  as  you  represent  them, 
I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  a  court  of  enquiry  satisfied  on 
that  point. 

The  Department  could  pursue  but  one  course  in  your  case;  private 
considerations  must  give  way  to  the  public  good,  and  it  must  have  been 
as  mortifyiug  to  them  as  it  was  to  me  to  see  such  an  opportanity  lost 
of  destroying  the  whole  rebel  fleet,  to  say  nothing  of  the  odium  brought 
upon  the  Navy. 

We  now  kfiow  that  all  those  rams  were  at  our  mercy,  and  if  we  had 
lost  the  Onondaga  in  the  struggle,  we  would  have  been  amply  repaid 
by  the  result,  if  we  had  destroyed  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Norfolk^  Va. 


Report  of  Roar-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  ii\jariet  to  one  of  the  Confederate  iron- 
clads by  shot  from  the  U.  8.  B.  Onondaga. 

Washington  Citv,  April  25^  1865. 
Sir:  While  in  Kichiiioiid  I  met  a  [>erson  who  informed  me  that  he 
had  served  as  pilot  on  board  one  of  the  ironclads  (rebel)  which  came 
down  to  attack  our  forces.  He  stated  that  one  shot  (solid)  from  the 
Onondaga  passed  through  both  sides  of  the  one  with  which  he  was 
engaged,  inflicting  serious  injury  to  the  hull  and  kilh'ng  and  wounding 
several  of  the  crew.  One  XV  inch  shell  from  tiie  Onondaga^s  gun 
struck  the  same  ironclad  on  the  knuckle  and  the  shell  entered  3  or  4 
feet,  but,  not  exploding,  did  no  material  damage.  Another  (solid)  shot 
is  said  to  have  struck  the  same  ironclad  on  the  casemate,  shattering  it 
very  much.  The  three  shots  mentioned  so  disabled  the  rebel  vessel 
that  she  could  not  have  gone  into  action.  I  merely  mention  what  was 
told  me  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true.  It  shows  the  effect  of  the  XV- 
inch  shot  on  heavy  built  works. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  1).  Portkr, 

Rear- Admiral, 
lion.  (fiDEON  Welles, 

tSecretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Eztntot  from  report  of  Colonel  Abbot,  V,  8.  Army,  oommanding  uege  artillery. 

Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Bi'oadxcay  Landing^  Va.^  March  -i,  1865. 

Major:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  heretofore 
delayed  by  my  absence,  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  fleet  in  January  last,  and  would  request  that  it 
may  be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters,  with  a  favorable  en- 
dorsement upon  my  application  for  brevets  for  the  officers  command- 
ing the  batteries: 

On  the  night  of  January  23, 1865,  three  rams,  the  wooden  gunboat 
Ihreicry,  a  small  steam  torpedo  boat,  and  perhaps  more,  passed  Fort 
Brady  about  8  p.  m.,  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  They  received  about 
twenty-five  shots  from  the  fort— armament,  two  100-i)ounder  Parrotts 
and  three  30  pounder  Parrotts.  The  fort  was  instantly  opened  upon 
by  the  rebel  laud  batteries,  mounting  some  dozen  guns,  and  their  fire 
soon  disabled  one  of  the  100-pounder  guns.  The  fieet  passed  on  to  a 
point  near  the  rebel  Hewlett's  battery,  out  of  range  of  Fort  Brady. 
My  batteries  below  Fort  Brady  were  three  in  number:  Parsons  and 
Wilcox — armament,  one  lOO-pounder  Parrott  and  one  X-inch  sea  coast 
mortar;  Spofibrd — armament,  one  32-i)ounder  Parrott,  placed  in  posi- 
tion about  7  a.  m. ;  and  Sawyer — armament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott 
and  two  Xinch  seacoast  mortars.  About  10  p.  m.  a  ram  succeeded  in 
reaching  and  began  removing  the  obstructions,  receiving  31  shots  from 
the  mortar  in  Wilcox  and  9  from  those  in  Sawyer,  with  musketry  fire 
from  all  the  spare  artillerymen  while  so  engaged.  At  3  a.  m.  one  ram 
passed  the  obstructions  and  anchored  about  600  yards  above  Sawyer, 
where  she  remained  for  45  minutes.  This  position  was  only  exposed  to 
mortar  fire.  One  shell  fired  at  60  degrees  elevation  struck  her,  and 
she  immediately  moved  up  the  river;  19  shells  had  been  fired  at  her 
while  lying  in  this  position.  During  the  night  44  rounds  from  the  100- 
pounder  and  24  rounds  from  the  mortar  in  Parsons  and  Wilcox  and  3 
rounds  from  the  100-x>ounder  in  Sawyer  were  fired  at  the  fleet  above 
the  obstructions.  The  darkness  prevented  the  effect  of  this  fire  from 
being  known. 

At  daylight  two  rams  and  the  Drewry  were  discovered  aground  near 
left  bank,  some  1,500  yards  above  Parsons.  Fire  was  at  once  opened 
from  that  battery  with  long  percussion  shell  from  the  100-pounder. 
The  second  shot  struck  the  Drewry  and  the  third  exploded  her  magazine, 
completely  destroying  her.  The  following  table  shows  the  fire  upon 
the  fleet  after  daylight,  before  it  escaped  up  the  river,  about  noon: 


Battery. 

Commauding  officer. 

Lieut  H.  A.  Pratt,  l»t 

Conn.  Art.. 
Lieut.   C.  N.  SiUiman, 

l8t  Conn.  Art. 
Lieut  E.  P.  Mason,  1st 

Conn.  Art. 

loo-poiinder. 

X-inc1i 
coast  mi 

nea- 
>rtar. 

Hit 

SOpounder 
Parrott 

Kange. 

Fired. 

Hit 
30 

Fired. 

Fired. 

Hit 

Parsons  and  W  ilcox 

57 

25 

2 

Yards. 
1,500 

Spofiford 

62 

27 

1,800 
2,500 

Sawyer 

21 

7 

31 

2 

ToUl 

78 

37 

59        *■ 

62 

27 

As  soon  as  the  rams  could  get  afloat  they  retreated  out  of  range,  near 
Hewlett's  battery,  leaving  the  torpedo  boat  aground.  About  3  a.  m.  on 
the  25th  they  escaped  up  the  river  past  Fort  Brady,  receiving  a  number 
of  rounds  in  the  darkness,  several  of  which  struck  them. 
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The  ammanition  used  in  this  engagement  conRisted  in  part  of  solid 
shot  and  in  part  of  shell — ^percussion  and  time — and  case.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  line  of  fire  when  the  rams  were  aground  was  oblique,  and  the 
projectiles  glanced  off  without  penetrating.  Officers  on  picket  directly 
opposite,  however,  report  that  the  armor  was  started  and  partially 
ripped  off  in  a  number  of  places.  During  the  firing  my  batteries^  espe- 
cially Forts  Brady  and  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  were  under  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  the  rebel  land  batteries.  Three  men  were  killed  in  the  former,  and 
a  large  number  slightly  injured  from  fragments,  etc.  The  total  firing, 
including  those  fired  in  reply  to  the  rebel  land  batteries,  was  about  500 
rounds  of  siege  ammunition.  Lieutenant  W.d.  Ball,  Thirteenth  New 
York  Artillery,  also  moved  a  20- pounder  Parrott  (field  gun)  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  fired  85  rounds  at  a  range  of  al)out  1,400  yards,  with 
creditable  zeal. 

In  my  judgment,  the  determined  reception  which  the  rebel  fleet 
received  from  my  batteries,  joined  to  the  difiiculties  of  navigation, 
which  under  this  fire  they  could  not  overcome,  saved  this  army  from  a 
serious  disaster.  The  fire  of  the  rebel  land  batteries  upon  mine  was 
very  severe.  Several  guns  were  struck;  three  shells  passed  nearly 
through  the  parapet  of  Fort  Brady  and  by  their  explosion  knocked 
down  many  men  with  fragments  of  the  revetment.  In  all  batteries 
the  rebel  fire  was  effective. 

•  •••«•  • 

I  would  also  request  that  a  medal  of  honor  may  l>e  bestowed  upon 
Sergeant  George  L.  Fox,  Gom])auy  11,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  for 
his  coolness,  under  a  heavy  fire,  in  pointing  the  piece  which  blew  up 
the  gutxhoatDrewry.  He  afterward  struck  the  ram  six  times  in  succes- 
sion at  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  L.  Abbot, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery ^  Commanding  Sieye  Artillery, 

Brevet  Major  George  A.  Hicks, 

A saistant  Adjutant- General,  Bermuda  Hundred  Defennes. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Pratt,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wiloox. 

Battery  Parsons,  Va.,  January  j28j  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox  in  the  late  engage- 
ment with  the  rebel  rams: 

About  10  p.m.,  January  23,  intelligence  was  brought  that  one  ram 
had  passed  the  picket  line  and  that  another  was  in  sight.  Owing  to 
the  extreme  darkness  they  were  not  visible  from  my  batteries  until  close 
at  hand.  One  was  so  far  down  that  my  gun  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  it.  I  therefore  opened  on  the  lower  one  with  my  mortar  and 
on  the  river  above  with  my  lOO-pounder.  The  lower  one  put  out  anchor 
at  the  obstructions  and  began  to  clear  a  passage.  I  placed  six  men  at 
the  river  edge  to  watch  them.  To  annoy  the  working  ])arty,  my  spare 
men  opened  with  musketry.  Lieutenant  Bergin,  in  cliarge  of  the  mortar, 
fired  3L  rounds  at  the  obstructions;  of  these  29  burst  a  few  feet  above 
the  water,  just  over  the  obstructions;  2  did  not  burst.  At  about  mid- 
night the  first  ram  passed  the  obstructions,  and  was  soon  followed  by 
a  second.  Meantime  the  fire  from  the  lOOpounder  continued,  but 
'^wing  to  the  darkness  it  was  impossible  to  observe  the  efiect.  After 
an  hour  or  two  the  rams  returned  and  proceeded  a  short  distance  up 
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the  river.  The  other  boats  were  reported  as  lying  together  under  How- 
lett's  battery,  landing  troops  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Both  bat- 
teries continued  their  fire  until  morning,  the  mortar  firing  with  long 
fuzes  at  the  rams;  the  gun  directing  an  occasional  shell  at  the  rams 
when  their  smoke  revealed  their  position,  but  mostly  using  case  shot 
to  annoy  the  supposed  landing  party;  solid  shot  were  reserved  for  day- 
light. The  night  tiring  was  very  uncertain,  as  there  was  no  means  of 
correcting  the  range.  It  is  probable  that  several  shots  from  the  gun 
may  have  struck  the  rams,  as  they  were  heard  to  strike  and  ricochet, 
and  it  was  observed  during  the  day  that  shots  which  struck  the  water 
did  not  ricochet.  During  the  night  44  rounds  were  fired  from  the  gun, 
55  from  the  mortar — 31  at  the  obstructions,  as  before  stated,  the  remain- 
ing 24  at  the  rams  on  their  return  from  below.  At  daybreak  I  discov- 
ered that  two  rams  and  one  wooden  gunboat  were  apparently  aground 
on  the  left  side  of  the  James.  The  largest  ram  and  the  gunboat  were 
together,  the  boat  partly  behind  the  ram.  Some  300  or  400  yards  to 
the  right  was  the  smaller  ram.  I  estimated  the  distance  from  Battery 
Parsons  at  about  1,500  yards.  The  rams  were  so  situated  that  the  line 
of  fire  from  my  battery  was  very  far  from  perpendicular  to  their  broad- 
side; this  caused  the  projectiles  to  easily  glance  off.  As  soon  as  the 
breech  sight  could  be  used,  I  opened  with  long  percussion  shell.  Ser- 
geant Fox  pointing  the  gun;  the  second  shell  struck  the  wooden  boat; 
the  third,  fired  at  an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  penetrated  it,  causing 
a  magnificent  explosion.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  lifted,  struck  the  ram 
with  a  percussion  shell,  which  bounded  off;  we  then  tried  solid  shot. 
Of  6  fired  at  the  larger  ram,  1  did  not  take  the  grooves;  5  struck  it  fair. 
I  then  directed  to  fire  at  the  smaller  ram,  Corporal  Hunt  pointing.    Of 

9  solid  shots,  1  did  not  take  the  grooves,  1  went  over,  7  struck  the  ram. 
I  then  used  long  shell  again,  next  short  shell,  last  case  shot.  Fired  in 
all,  alter  daybreak,  from  the  100-pounder,  67  rounds.  While  firing  the 
last  14,  the  rams  were  in  motion  and  the  last  disappeared  as  I  fired  my 
last  round.  Of  the  43  rounds  fired  at  the  boat  and  rams  while  station- 
ary, 3  did  not  take  the  grooves,  4  went  over,  10  fell  a  little  short,  26 
struck  fair.    Of  the  14  fired  while  the  rams  were  moving,  4  struck  fair, 

10  fell  short.  Probably  nearly  every  shot  would  have  struck  the  mark 
had  1  not  been  obliged  to  change  the  ammunition  so  many  times;  some 
which  fell  short  struck  the  rams,  1  think,  below  their  water  line.  I 
wished,  if  possible,  to  get  under  their  armor.  1  deem  the  long  shell 
superior  in  accuracy  to  the  other  ammunition;  solid  shot  come  next. 
Out  of  13  solid  shot  which  took  the  grooves  after  daybreak,  only  1 
failed  to  strike  the  rams.  Sergeant  Fox  struck  them  6  times  in  suc- 
cession, Corporal  Hunt  five,  with  long  shell  and  solid  shot.  During 
the  forenoon  25  mortar  shells  were  fircS  with  long  fuzes.  Two  struck 
a  ram,  others  struck  very  close;  the  charge  used  was  2  pounds  and 
upward.  The  engagement  closed  about  noon,  the  24th,  the  flood  tide 
enabling  the  rams  to  float.  The  rebel  land  batteries  opened  on  Battery 
Parsons  with  mortars,  columbiads,  and  light  pieces,  about  a  dozen  in 
number;  the  smaller  ram  fired  1  shot,  the  only  one  fired  by  the  rebel 
navy.  Ofiicers  on  picket  directly  opposite  the  rams  state  that  most  of 
my  shots  fjlanced  off,  but  that  the  armor  of  the  rams  was  started  and 
partially  ripped  off  in  a  number  of  places. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Peatt, 
First  Lieutenant^  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 

Commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox. 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Beebs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Fiiiding  of  a  oourt-martial  in  the  oaie  of  Ck>iiimaiider  William  A.  Parker,  U.  8.  Mmwj. 

At  a  iiaval  general  court-martial,  convened  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Baltimore^  in  James  Kiver,  Virginia,  March  18, 1865, 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  of  the  Navy,  was  tried  on  the  follow- 
ing charges  and  specifications: 

Chargr  I:  Violation  of  the  ninth  section  of  article  third  of  the  Rales  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Navy. 

Spedfication  l$t.— In  this,  tbat  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  January^  1865,  the  said 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  at  that  time  commanding  tiie  division  of  James 
River,  and  being  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  (htondagaf  then  lyin^i;  below  and  near  to  cer- 
tain obstructions  which  had  been  placed  in  James  River  to  impede  the  pro^rees  of 
rebel  vessels  in  coming  down  the  river,  reliable  information  having  been  given  him 
that  vessels  belonging  to  the  rebels  were  coming  down  the  river  and  were  engaged 
in  removing  said  obstructions,  did  withdraw  liimself,  and  did  order  the  U.  S.  S. 
Onondaga  to  move  down  the  river  out  of  all  exposure  to  danger  from  the  veaseU  of 
the  rebels  and  from  their  batteries  and  guns  on  shore,  thereby  allowing  the  said 
obstructions  to  be  in  part  removed,  the  purpose  and  design  of  said  obstructions  t-o 
be  defeated,  and  the  vessels  of  the  rebels  to  pass  and  repass  the  point  so  obstmcted, 
to  the  great  peril  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  safety  of  its  mili- 
tary forces,  therein  withdrawing  from  and  keeping  out  of  danger  to  which  he  should 
have  exposed  himself. 

Specification  fd.— In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  2d  day  of  December,  1864,  the  said 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  then,  and  f^om  that  day  until  the  24th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1865,  being  iu  command  of  a  certain  division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Sqaadron, 
known  as  the  Divioion  of  James  River,  and  having  received  from  Rear- Admiral 
David  D.  Porter,  then  commanding  said  B<]uadron,  orderH  in  these  words,  "The 
picket  boats  must  always  be  kept  in  readiness  at  night,  with  their  torpedoes  ready 
for  instant  service,  and  if  an  ironclad  should  come  down  they  must  destroy  her,  even 
if  they  are  all  sunk.  For  this  purpose  you  must  select  men  of  nerve  to  command 
them,  who  will  undertake  anything,  no  matter  how  desperate,''  did  not  obey  said 
specific  orders,  nor  any  one  of  them,  thus  failiug  properly  to  observe  the  orders  of 
bis  commanding  officer  and  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  carry  them  into  execution 
when  ordered  to  prepare  for  battle. 

CiiARGK  II :  Failing  to  do  his  utmost  to  overtake  and  capture  or  destroy  a  vessel 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  encounter. 

Specification, — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  24th  of  January,  1865,  the  said  Com- 
mander Wiiliaiii  A.  Parker,  then  commanding  the  navy  diviHJon  of  .lames  River, 
knowing  that  certain  vensels  of  the  enemy  were  romin^;  down  the  JamcA  River  and 
toward  the  point  whore  he  then  was,  did  ordor  the  I  J.  S.  S.  Onondaga^  on  hoard  of 
which  voHsel  he  then  was,  to  be  moved  down  the  river  and  away  from  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy  for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an  cnconntor  with  said  vessels. 

In  tliis  case  the  court  found  that  so  much  of  tlio  second  specification 
of  the  first  charp:e  as  sets  forth  that  the  accused  disobeyed  orders  in 
not  intrusting  tlie  counnand  to  men  of  nerve  was  not  i)r<)ved,  and  that 
so  much  of  the  specificiition  of  the  second  charge  as  sets  forth  that  he 
moved  down  the  river  "for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an 
encounter  with  the  enemy"  was  not  proved.  VVitli  these  exceptions 
the  specifications  were  found  proved;  the  accused  was  found  guilty  of 
both  charges,  and  sentenced  "to  be  dismissed  from  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States." 

Appenih^l  to  the  sentence  is  a  recommendation  to  clemency,  sub- 
scribed by  tlie  meml)ers  composing  the  court,  with  one  exception.  This 
recommendation  is  given,  they  state,  ''in  consideration  of  tlie  long  serv- 
ice of  Commander  William  A.  Parker  throughout  an  ofticial  career  of 
thirty-three  years,  and  believing  that  he  acted  iu  this  case  from  an  error 
of  judgment.'' 

The  action  of  the  court  in  this  case  has  somewhat  embarrassed  the 
Department.  The  second  of  the  charges  preferred  against  Commander 
Parker  is  one  of  a  most  general  and  comprehensive  character.  The 
ways  in  which  an  officer  might  fail  to  do  his  utmost  to  encounter  and 
capture  or  destroy  an  enemy's  vessel  are  innumerable,  and  as  the  right 
to  a  specification  in  all  cases  is  secured  to  the  accused  by  express  enact- 
ment, it  was  deemed  ])roper  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  particularly 
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as  the  offense  charged  was  capital,  to  specify  the  precise  manner  in  which 
Gommander  Parker  had  failed  to  do  his  utmost  ou  the  occasion  which 
led  to  bis  triaL  It  was  accordingly  charged  that  he  had  given  a  certain 
order  for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an  encounter  with  the 
enemy.  T^iis  was  the  specific  allegation  against  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  defend  himself.  The  court  have  found  this  allegation  not  proved, 
and  have  thus  virtually  acquitted  the  accused  of  the  charge  of  avoiding 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

The  facts  averred  in  the  specification  of  the  second  charge,  so  far  as 
they  are  found  proved  by  the  court,  are  compatible  with  entire  inno- 
cence ou  the  part  of  the  accused  of  any  crime,  whether  moral  or  merely 
statutory.  These  facts  are  therefore  insufficient  in  themselves  to  prove 
guilt.  Yet  the  court  have  found  him  guilty,  and  must  have  inferred  the 
guilt  from  facts  not  set  forth  in  the  specification,  but  which  ought  in 
conformity  with  law  to  have  been  set  forth,  being  material  facts  neces- 
sary to  constitute  guilt 

All  the  allegations  in  the  specification,  against  which  the  accused  was 
warned  to  defend  himself,  are  either  disproved  or  are  insufficient  to 
prove  guilt,  and  he  is  found  guilty  upon  allegations  of  which  he  was  not 
informed,  and  which  are  not  even  stated  in  the  finding  of  the  court  for 
the  information  of  the  revising  power.  The  legality  of  such  a  finding  is 
too  questionable  to  be  lightly  admitted  to  establish  a  precedent. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  opinion  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
court,  as  stated  in  their  recommendation  to  clemency,  that  the  Hole 
ofi*ense  of  Commander  Parker,  at  least  under  the  second  charge,  was 
^^error  of  judgment."  The  Department  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether 
the  court  considered  "error  of  judgment '^  a  crime  in  itself,  or,  under 
some  circumstances,  a  valid  defense  against  a  proved  crime.  Neither 
position  can  be  sanctioned  by  the  Department.  The  findings  of  the 
court  under  the  second  charge  and  its  specification  are  not  approved, 
and  as  the  sentence,  resting  on  the  findings  under  both  charges,  can  not 
now  be  modified,  it  is  necessarily  set  aside,  and  OommanderParker  is 
hereby  relieved  from  arrest. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offioer  MitoheU,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  ZH,  1865, 
General:  The  squadron  will  not  move  down  this  morning,  but  will 
early  to-night,  if  the  weather  is  clear  enough  to  see  onr  way. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Floff-OfficeTy  James  River  Squadron. 

Mnjor  (ieneral  G.  W.  C.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army, 

ChaffirCs  Bluff. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  MitoheU.  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  readinen  for  movement  down  the  river. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  23^  1865. 
Sir:  I  conferred  yesterday  with  Major  Pickett,  adjutant- general  to 
Major-General  Pickett,  and  arranged  with  him  for  the  cooperation  of 
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his  forces  with  us.  I  expected  to  move  early  last  night  with  the  whole 
squadrou,  but  was  prevented  by  the  thick  weather.  If  we  successfully 
pass  the  torpedoes,  etc.,  as  far  as  Trent's  Reach  and  find  there  a  prac- 
ticable channel  through  the  obstructions,  I  hope  to  overcome  any  force 
the  enemy  can  bring  against  us  at  this  time,  unless  we  have  been 
deceived  in  our  information. 

Trent's  Beach  being  successfully  passed,  1  trust  that  you  will  soon 
learn  the  accomplishment  of  the  chief  i)urpose  of  our  enterprise. 

The  reconnoissance  night  before  last  afforded  no  satisfactory  informa- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  obstructions  in  Trent's  Reach,  except  to 
assure  us  of  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  making  a  proper 
examination  without  being  observed  by  tlie  enemy.  If  the  weather  is 
dear  enough  to  see  our  way,  an  examination  to-night  will  be  made  with 
our  whole  force,  which  ought  to  solve  the  question. 

After  a  diligent  search,  nothing  has  been  found  of  the  torp^oes 
placed  opposite  Dantzler. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer^  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  8.  R.  M ALLOBY, 

Secretary  of  the  JSavy^  Richmond j  Va. 


Ltttor  from  Flag-OfBoer  MitoheU,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Orders  and  BetaU 
regarding  the  diitribntion  of  officers  of  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  23j  1865. 
SiB:  The  squadron,  when  it  moves  down  the  river,  will  leave  the  logs 
and  curtains  of  its  torpedo  defenses  and  the  booms  used  for  obstructions 
secured  to  the  south  bank  below  Ghutliu's  Blutl'. 

Also  two  lighters  employed  for  raising  vessels,  and  one  as  tender  to 
the  Richmond.  1  suggest  that  the  IShrapucl  be  directed  to  take  this 
property  to  the  navy  yard,  where  it  will  be  held  secure  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  generally,  if  not  for  the  vessels  of  the  scjuudron. 

Lieutenant  M.  P.  (ioodwyn  has  been  sent  to  the  hospital  on  account 
of  a  sprained  ankle;  Lieutenant  (iraves  has  been  assigned  to  duty  as 
flag-lieutenant;  Lieutenants  C.  W.  Head  and  E.  Lakin  and  Master's 
Mates  Matherson  and  Billups  have  been  assigned  to  the  three  steam 
torpedo  boats  Scorpion,,  Hornet,,  and  Wasp,,  attached  to  the  8(|uadrou; 
Master  Williamson  to  the  Virginia;  Master  P.  W.  Smith  to  the  tem- 
porary command  of  the  Torpedo  while  Ijieutenant  Bell  continues  sick. 
Master  G.W.  Smith,  having  no  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  master  of  a 
ship,  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Boatswain  Gauley  at  ISemmes  Subma- 
rine Torpedo  Battery. 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  A.  J.  Schwartzman  has  been  assigned  to 
the  Fredericksburg,,  and  Third  Assistant  I'ugineers  J.  W.  Toniliuson  and 
James  K.  Langhorne  to  the  Richmond  and  Virginia, 

First  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Hudgius  has  this  day  been  transferred  from 
the  Virginia  to  the  Richmond, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitcuell, 
Flag-Officer^  James  River  Squadroyi. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  G.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,,  C,  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Memorandum  of  movomenta  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Flagship  Virginia,  January  23^  1865. 
Got  underway  at  7 :  04  p.  m. ;  went  to  quarters  at  7 :  15  p.  m. ;  guns 
run  in  7 :  27  p.  m. ;  passed  Battejy  Semmes  at  7 :  45  p.  m. ;  passed  Cox's 
Landing  at  8: 12  p.  m.;  the  Torpedo  touched  the  north  shore,  carrying 
away  her  fasts,  and  the  Nanaemond  was  cut  adrift  with  orders  to  tow 
her  oft'  at  8:30  p.  m.;  passed  Dutch  Gap  Canal  at  8:35  p.  m. 

January  24, 1805. 

The  iiag-officer  returned  from  an  examination  at  1 :  45  a.  m.     The 

Fredericksburg  passed  through  while  he  was  there;  he  found  not  less 

than  16^  feet  of  water  in  the  channel  below  the  obstructions ;  got  aground 

about  1:20  a.  m.;  got  afloat  11  a.  m.;  Dreary  hlown  up  about  sunrise. 

January  25, 1805. 
lleturned  to  anchorage  below  Chaf&n's  Bluft*  at  7 :  30  a.  m. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-OfBcer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  expreeiing  regret  at 

delay. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department^  Richmondy  January  23^  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  just  received. 

Regretting  that  the  thick  weather  prevented  you  from  moving  last 
night,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  successful  in  doing  so  to-night,  and  that 
you  will  accomplish  the  great  object  in  view. 

It  is  consoling  to  reflect  that  thick  weather  may  enable  your  boats  to 
obtain  desired  soundings  while  it  lasts. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-OflQcer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  cfc.,  James  River. 


Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  the  squadron. 

January  23, 1865. 
The  squadron  will  move  down  the  river  at  6,  or  as  soon  after  as  pos- 
sible, so  as  to  reach  Trent's  Reach  by  9  o'clock.  If  it  does  not  pass 
Battery  Semmes  by  8 :  30  o'clock,  it  will  be  too  late  to  make  the  attempt 
for  this  night,  and  the  courier  at  Semmes,  I  would  suggest,  ought  to  be 
instructed  to  return  with  the  information  to  headquarters. 

To  morrow  night,  the  latest  allowed  for  passing  Semmes  by  the 
sciuadroii,  will  be  9:30  o'clock,  being  forty-five  minutes  later  each  suc- 
ceeding night. 

Jno..  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

The  movements  of  the  squadron  depending  on  the  stage  of  the  tide 
as  well  as  the  weather,  the  above  copy  of  a  memorandum  furnished  for 
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tbe  information  of  Oeneral  Pickett  is  respectfally  commanicated  to 
Colonel  Hardaway,  commanding  Chaffiii's  BlaJOT,  witli  the  request  that 
he  will  forward  it,  or  a  coi>y,  for  the  use  of  Lientenant-General  lx>ng- 
street. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offioer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Havj,  to  Mi^jor-Oenend  Piekett,  C.  8.  Ariiij,  regmrdiog 

picket  amngemeati. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  24 j  1665. 
Oeneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  yonr  picket  arrangement  for  covering 
oar  movement  down,  which  will  commence  in  time  U>  reach  the  obstrac- 
tions  about  10  o'clock  tonight. 

The  signal  of  a  single  red  light  will  be  shown  by  the  last  vessel 
through  the  obstructions,  but  as  your  pickets  must  observe  our  move- 
ments I  would  suggest  that  they  be  directed  to  give  the  information 
you  desire,  so  that  you  may  be  sure  of  obtaining  it  in  time. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron, 
M^jor-Oeneral  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  0.  8.  Army, 

Headquarters. 


Letter  ftxMn  Ki^or-Oeneral  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flmg-OIBcer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Havy,  reqaeeting 

commmiioation. 

Headqitarters  Division, 
Battery  Dantzliir^  January  24^  1865. 
Sir:  I  send  down  a  boat,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Barron,  to 
ascertain  what  progress  you  are  making,  and  if  you  wish  the  tire  of 
our  batteries  concentrated  u|>on  any  one  position  of  the  enemy.    In  fact, 
to  let  us  know  anything  which  you  wish  communicated. 

Suppose,  should  you  pass  the  obstructions,  you  send  up  two  rockets 
in  nuick  succession,  pointing  up  the  river. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  E.  Pickett, 
Major- Oeneral,  Com manding. 
Flag-Ofticer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offioer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Havj,  to  Major-Oeneral  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding 
the  groonding  of  the  flagship  and  the  recaU  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Fredericksburg. 

Flagship  Viboinia,  James  River  Squadron, 

Trenfs  Reach,  Tuesday,  January  24, 1S05 — 3:30  a.  m. 
General:  I  thank  you  for  the  cooperation  tendered  in  your  letter 
just  received. 

This  vessel  is  aground  and  must  remain  so  until  she  lloats  oft'  in  the 
forenoon,  say  at  10 :  30  o'clock.  At  daylight  we  shall  be  e\|)osed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  without  being  able  to  return  a  shot,  in  all  probability. 
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The  Richmond  (ironclad),  now  near  me,  will  take  up  a  position  to 
return  this  fire;  the  Fredericksburg  (ironclad)  has  passed  the  obstruc- 
tions, but  will  have  to  be  recalled  for  our  mutual  protection.  The  pin- 
boats  will  be  ordered  to  take  cover  under  the  trees  opposite  Dantzler, 
where  I  hope  they  may  escape  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  or,  at 
least,  find  some  protection  from  his  fire. 

The  obstructions  are  practicable  for  our  large  ironclads,  and  I  think 
that  I  will  be  able  to  run  his  batteries  as  soon  as  the  Virgitiia  floats 
ji  jj^aii).  The  gunboats,  I  fear,  will  mostly  be  sadly  crippled,  if  not  sunk, 
ill  the  attempt,  if  not  before  it  is  made.  Your  batteries,  I  hope,  how- 
ever, may  atlbrd  us  some  protection.  As  we  can  not  pass  before  day- 
light, you  will  see  us  if  we  succeed,  and  no  signals  will  be  necessary. 

At  present  the  enemy  does  not  annoy  us',  but  at  daylight  ho  no  doubt 
will  open  directly  upon  us. 

I  accept  your  oflFer  to  cooi)erate,  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  aid  much 
in  protecting  us. 

In  great  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army, 

HeadquarterSj  Hancocks  House. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  learned  that  the  Richmond  is  aground  also. 

J.  K.  M , 
Flag- Officer. 


[Telefcram.l 

Howlett's,  January  24^  1865. 
Owing  to  the  grounding  of  the  Virginia  the  squadron  was  unable  to 
pass  the  obstructions. 

Later:  The  Richmond  and  Drewry  grounded  under  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries ;  the  latter  has  been  destroyed.  The  others  will  come  off,  I  think, 
iit  high  water  at  10.    The  other  vessels  are  above  this  point. 

J.  Taylor  Wood, 


President  Jefferson  Davis. 
(Copy  to  Hon.  S.  It.  Mallory.) 


Colonel  and  Aid- de- Camp. 


[Telegram.] 

Chaffin's  Bluff,  January  24^  1865. 
The  Torpedo  gotten  afloat  early  this  morning  and  is  now  with  the 
fleet  near  Howlett's.  It  was  the  Drewry  and  ilot  the  Nansemond  that 
was  blown  up.  I  understand  that  she  was  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy's 
shells,  and  that  her  crew  escaped  before  she  blew  up.  Casualties  in 
tlie  fleet  thus  far — 1  man  killed  and  8  wounded.  All  of  the  vessels 
ai  e  now  afloat  and  under  Battery  Dantzler,  and  the  flag-officer  expects 
to  go  thronp:h  the  obstructions  at  high  tide  to-night.  The  Fredericks- 
bury  was  returned  and  is  now  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron.  I  think 
the  enemy  is  now  trying  to  lay  other  obstructions  little  farther  down 
the  river.    I  have  silenced  Signal  Hill  battery. 

W.  L.  Bradford, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Battery  ISemmes. 
Captain  6.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 
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Flagship  Visginla, 
Jamen  Rirer  Squadron j  January  2'^^  1S6S — ^  f/clock  a,  m, 
Gkhebal:  On  getting  auderway  tonight  to  proceed  down  with  the 
flqaadrori  I  found  that  the  damage  done  the  smokestack  and  exhaust 
pipe  of  the  Virainia  yesterday  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy  will  prevent  her 
being  employed  in  the  expedition,  which  must  therefore  be  relinqaisbed. 
Deeply  regretting  the  failure  of  this  enterprise  from  untoward  cir- 
eniiistanc^Ky  and  with  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  and  active  cooperation, 
I  remain,  general. 

Very  re8i)ect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JnO.    K.   MlTCH£LL« 

Major-General  Grobo£  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Jleadquartern,  Hancock' n  House. 


Beport  of  TUg -OfBMr  Mitehen.  C.  8.  VaTj. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
JameM  River  Squadron^  January  2oj  1865» 

8iB:  I  deeply  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  failure  of  our  enter- 
prise, in  cf>nsei]uence  of  the  grounding  of  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond 
on  the  night  of  our  departure,  the  1^'ki,  in  Trent's  Beach,  but  for  which 
there  was  every  prospect  of  its  succeeding.    These  two  ironclads  were 
exr>osed  yesterday  morning,  together  with  tlie  Th-eicryj  to  the  fire  of 
the  forts,  and  a  few  minutes  before  tioatiug  off— about  11  a.  m. — to  the 
fire  of  a  double  turreted  monitor  and  two  doubleenders.    The  Ihrewry 
was  blown  up  soon  after  sunrise  by  a  mortar  shell  exp1o<ling  in  her 
magazine;  none  of  her  crew  lost,  as  they  had  been  ordered  out  about 
ten  minutes  before,  in  apprehension  of  such  a  disaster.    The  torpedo 
boat  Scorpion  had  to  be  abandoned  in  cousecjuence  of  damage  from 
this  explosion.     The  Virginia  and  the  Richmond,  though  badly  hurt, 
were  not  disabled,  except  tlie  former  in  her  smokestack  and  exlianst 
pipe.     After  proceeding  a  sliort  distance  on  our  way  down  last  night 
in  Trent's  lieach  to  pass  the  obstructions  it  was  found  that  the  esca|>e 
of  the  steam  over  the  deck  prevented  the  pilots  seeing  how  to  handle 
the  vessel,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  see  on  the  gun  deck  while  the 
engine  was  in  operation;  this  rendered  necessary  the  return  of  all  the 
river  ironclads  and  the  relinquishment,  for  the  present,  of  the  enter- 
prise, particularly  as  the  enemy  was  fully  appiised  of  our  intentions, 
and,  having  Trent's  lieach  illuminate<l  with  a  Druiumoud  light,  his  tire 
could  be  as  well  directed  at  night  almost  as  by  day. 

The  propeller  of  the  Hampton  was  fouled  last  night  with  a  small 
chain  by  c^>ming  in  collision  with  the  Virginia  while  she  was  on  her 
way  down,  and  she  continues  thus  disabled. 

The  casualties  are  5  killed  and  17  wounded;  among  the  latter  are 
Lieutenants  W.  P.  Mason  and  Edward  Lakiu  and  Pilot  William  [W.j 
Skinner. 

The  squadron  returned  this  morning  about  7: 30  o'clock  to  its  anchor 
age  below  Ohaftin's  Bluff.  As  soon  as  practicable  a  full  report  of  its  oper- 
ations since  its  departure  on  the  evening  of  the  23(1  will  be  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offlcer  James  River  Squadron, 

lion.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va, 
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Detailed  report  of  Flag-Offioer  Mitehell,  C.  S.  Havy,  commanding  James  River  Squadron. 

C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squndroriy  helow  Chaffin^s  Bluff,  February  5, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  25th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  return  of 
this  squadron  to  its  present  anchorage,  with  a  brief  notice  of  the  unfor- 
tunate failure  of  the  enterprise  and  the  reason  for  relinquishing  the 
attempt  of  its  prosecution  beyond  Trent's  lleach. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  ultimo,  the  squadron  moved  down  from  its 
present  anchorage  soon  after  dark,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Fredericks- 
burg leading,  with  the  gunboat  Hampton  and  torpedo  boat  Hornet 
secui-ed  alongside;  the  T^r^inia, ironclad,  next  with  the  gunboat  Nanse- 
mondy  tug  Torpedo^  and  torpedo  boat  Scorpion  secured  alongside,  and 
the  ironclad  Richmond,  last,  with  the  gunboats  Dreu^t^  and  Beaufort  and 
the  torpedo  boat  Wasp  secured  alongside. 

In  this  order  they  passed  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  sharp- 
shooters on  Signal  Hill  and  vicinity,  which  opened  upon  them  in  Devil's 
Beach  and  continued  until  they  had  passed  the  Dutch  Gap.  On  arriv- 
ing in  Trent's  Eeach,  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond  anchored,  at  10 :  40 
p.  m.,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  obstructions,  in  5  fathoms  of  water, 
with  a  kedge  by  the  stern.  The  Fredericksburg  proceeded  at  once  near 
to  the  obstructions  at  the  north  channel,  while  a  sounding  and  recon- 
noitering  party  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  0.  VV.  Eead  examined  them. 
He  soon  after  reported  the  obstructions  practicable  on  the  removal  of  a 
spar  which  was  anchored  diagonally  across  a  gap  between  two  sunken 
hulks,  about  two-thirds  from  No.  3  hulk  to  ^o.  2,  counting  from  the 
north  bank.  While  the  moorings  of  this  spar  were  being  cut,  in  com- 
pany with  Lieutenant  0.  W.  Kead  I  sounded  the  channel  about  two 
cables'  length  below  the  obstructions.  We  did  not  find  less  than  2^ 
fathoms  water;  a  slight  freshet  in  the  river  probably  raised  it  about  a 
foot  above  its  ordinary  level. 

At  1  a.  m.  (24th)  I  went  on  board  the  Fredericksburg  and  immediately 
after  she  passed  through  the  obstructions  with  the  loss  of  her  port 
outriggers  lor  torpedo  defenses  by  their  coming  in  contact  with  No.  2 
hulk. 

After  seeing  the  Fredericksburg  through,  I  directed  a  light  to  be 
placed  on  the  obstructions  to  guide  the  squadron  through,  and  returned 
to  the  Virginia  at  1 :  45  a.  m.  To  my  inexpressible  mortification  I 
found  her  aground;  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  with  the  aid  of  gun- 
boats and  kedges  to  get  her  afloat.  At  3 :  30  o'clock  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  the  Richmond,  Drewry,  and  torpedo  boat  Scorpion  also  we?e 
aground.  The  ironclads  had  been  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water  by  the 
stern  with  kedges  and  were  unfortunately  allowed  to  drag  unobserved 
aground.  The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  those  vessels 
explain  the  circumstances  of  their  grounding. 

The  tide  having  been  at  ebb  for  some  hours,  and  it  therefore  being 
impossible  to  get  the  vessels  afloat  before  the  next  flood,  I  directed 
the  wooden  vessels  and  torpedo  boats  to  take  up  their  anchorage  before 
daylight  opposite  Battery  Dantzler,  under  cover  of  a  wooded  point  of 
land,  which  would  secure  them  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  or  at 
least  afford  some  protection  from  his  fire. 

The  Fredericksburg  was  now  recalled  and  ordered  to  take  up  a  position 
above  the  Richmond  to  cover,  if  practicable,  the  grounded  vessels  with 
her  broadside. 

As  anticipated,  at  daylight  the  enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters 
on  the  south  side  of  Trent's  Beach,  that  had  been  firing  upon  the 
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squadron  without  effect  from  the  time  of  it8  arriving  in  the  reach,  were 
now  enabled  to  take  deliberate  aim.  Their  tire  (the  nearest  aboat  800 
yards)  was  chiefly  directed  at  the  Richmond  and  the  Drewryj  lying 
close  together  and  in  line.  At  7:10  a.  m.  a  shell  exploded  the  maga- 
zine of  the  Drewry,  blowing  her  to  pieces  and  coverin<r  the  deck  of  the 
Richmond  with  the  fragments.  Fortunately,  for  fear  of  such  a  dis- 
aster, the  crew  had  been  taken  on  board  of  the  Richmond  al>out  15 
minutes  before  the  explosion  took  pla(*e,  and  were  thnsall  saved  except 
two,  who  were  killed,  having  gone  to  the  tor))edo  boat  Scorpion^  lying 
alongside  of  the  Drewry.  The  Scorpion  was  badly  damage<l  by  the 
explosion  and  was  not  brought  off  when  the  Richmond  floated,  but 
she  subsequently  drifted  ofl'  with  the  high  tide  down  to  the  obstmc- 
tions, where  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy  a  day  or  two  after. 

The  first  night  after  the  return  of  the  84{uadron  to  its  present  anchor- 
age a  party  was  sent  to  recover  the  tkorpion^  if  i)OS8ible,  but  the 
approach  to  her  was  guarded  by  an  enemy's  gunboat  above  the  obstruc- 
tions, and  our  boats  could  not  proceed. 

After  blowing  up  the  Dretcry  the  enemy  concentratetl  the  fire  of  his 
batteries  upon  the  Virginia^  and  about  10:30  a.  m.  a  double  tnrreted 
monitor  and  a  double  ender  appeared  in  the  lower  part  of  the  reach 
and  opene<l  fire  at  the  distance  of  about  1,G00  yards  ui)on  the  Virginia, 
About  this  time  the  Virginia  and  the  /^icA moit/f  commenced  floating,  and 
by  12: 15  p.  m.  rounded  the  point  above  and  anchored  with  the  rest  of 
the  squadron.  The  Richmond  received  little  or  no  damage,  but  the  Vir- 
ginia was  struck  upward  of  70  times,  many  of  them  blows  from  the 
heaviest  rifle  projectiles  and  2  from  the  monitor;  one  of  the  latter, 
probably  a  XV-inch  solid  shot,  and  another,  a  rifle  200  i)ounder;  the 
effect  of  the  last  two  broke  and  crushed  in  the  iron,  the  wooden  back- 
ing, clamp,  stanchions  on  port  side  of  shield,  and  on  the  port  quarter 
made  a  hole  entirely  through,  2  feet  by  2J  in  diameter.  The  splinter 
netting  no  doubt  prevented  many  casualties,  only  1  being  killed  and 
2  wounded.  The  monitor  tired  about  7  times  before  we  passed  from  her 
sight.  The  Virginia  received  much  otlier  damnge  in  shield  deck, 
b^ms,  and  carliues,  knuckle  forward,  port  lanyards,  a  gun  deck  beam, 
and  in  the  starting  of  bolts  and  armor  plates  in  various  parts  of  the 
vessel.  The  smokestack  was  so  badly  cut  up  and  the  exhaust  pipe  cut 
in  two  as  to  allow  the  steam  to  escape  on  the  spar  and  gun  decks,  but 
it  did  not  prevent  the  raising  of  steam.  A  small  Kodman  projectile 
entered  her  open  port  quarter  port,  striking  its  side,  broke  a  clamp  of 
the  forward  gun  (8inch  rifle),  and, passing  thraugh  the  cheek  of  the 
carriage,  exploded,  wounding  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Mason  and  7  men. 
None  of  the  enemy's  projectiles  actually  penetrated  her  shield.  The  2 
boat  howitzers  mounted  on  her  shield  deck  were  struck  and  disabled 
from  indentations. 

During  the  whole  time  while  aground  neither  the  Richmond  nor  the 
FtV^iniacould  get  a  gun  to  bear  upon  the  enemy.  The  latter,  in  rounding 
head  upstream  obtained  one  shot  at  the  monitor  with  her  Xl-inch,  which 
was  observed  to  take  effect  upon  her.  During  the  afternoon  the  moni- 
tor retired  down  the  river  below  the  Dutch  Gap  and  disappeared  from 
sight  toward  Varina. 

Although  our  force  was  diminished  by  the  loss  of  the  Drewry  and  1 
torpedo  boat,  and  the  disabling  of  another,  and  the  Virginia  consider- 
ably damaged,  yet,  as  her  battery,  except  the  2  howitzers,  was  not 
materially  injured,  preparations  and  dispositions  were  at  once  made  to 
move  down  the  river  as  early  in  the  night  as  the  tide  would  serve. 
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Soon  after  dark  the  enemy  exhibited  a  brilliant  Drammond  light  on 
the  south  side  of  Trent's  Eeach,  near  the  obstractions,  which^  illumi- 
nating the  reach,  would  enable  him  to  direct  hi8  lire  almost  as  well  at 
night  as  by  day. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  squadron  was  underway,  the  Virginia  leading,  down 
Trent's  Reach,  when  her  pilots  (Messrs.  Edward  Moore  and  Samuel 
Wood)  declared  it  was  impossible  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  ship 
in  consequence  of  the  escape  of  the  steam  on  deck  from  the  damaged 
exhaust  pipe  and  smokestack,  together  with  the  dazzling  effect  of  the 
Druiiimond  light.  The  squadron  was  at  once  brought  to  and  efforts 
made  by  Chief  Engineer  H.  X.  Wright  to  remedy  the  trouble  com- 
plainiHl  of,  in  which  he  only  partially  succeeded  by  diminishing  some- 
what the  escape  of  steam  on  the  upper  deck,  while  it  was  rendered 
more  dense  on  the  gun  deck. 

A  council  of  war  was  called,  composed  of  Oommander  Kell,  of  the 
Richmond^  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  W.  Dunnington,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia,, and  Lieutenant  Commanding  F.  B.  Shepperd,  of  the  Frederieks- 
burg,,  who  advised  the  return  of  the  squadron  to  its  anchorage  below 
Chaffin's  Bluff"  for  the  following  reasons,  viz:  The  escape  of  steam  on 
deck  and  the  Drummond  light  blinding  the  pilots,  the  loss  of  the  gun- 
boat Drewry  and  a  torpedo  boat,  and  the  disabling  of  another  and  the 
gunboat  Hampton,,  and  the  enemy  l)eing  now  fully  apprised  of  our 
movements  diminished  so  much  our  prospects  of  success  as  to  render 
it  advisable  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  Entertaining  the  same  views, 
I  at  once  made  the  necessary  dispositions  to  return  that  night,  in 
reverse  order,  sending  the  Hampton^  disabled  by  having  a  piece  of  chain 
wound  round  her  propeller,  ahead,  towed  by  the  Nansemond  and  the 
Torpedo. 

At  2:45  a.  m.  of  the  25th  the  squadron  started  back  and  ran  the 
gantlet  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters  from  Battery  Gar- 
nett  to  near  the  head  of  Devil's  Beach.  No  serious  damage  appears  to 
have  been  sustained  by  any  of  the  vessels,  although  the  Virginia  was 
struck  several  times  with  heavy  projectiles,  nor  were  there  any  casual- 
ties, though  exposed  to  showers  of  Mini6  balls.npward  of  800  reported 
as  having  been  picked  up  on  the  deck  of  the  Hampton.  The  Virginia^ 
the  rear  vessel  of  the  line,  reached  her  anchorage  at  7 :  30  a.  m. 

The  leak  of  the  Virginia  is  now  about  twice  the  quantity  it  was  pre- 
vious to  the  late  movement,  having  increased  from  about  2  to  about  4 
inches  in  12  hours. 

The  Fredericksburg  since  her  return  leaks  badly,  requiring  the 
almost  incessant  working  of  the  ship's  pumps  to  keep  her  free,  making, 
as  she  does,  from  2  to  3  inches  per  hour.  The  ship  received  a  hard  blow 
from  a  projectile  on  the  fantail  forward,  which  carried  away  the  chain 
cable  and  caused  the  loss  of  an  anchor,  but  this  blow  of  itself  it  is 
scarcely  possible  could  have  caused  so  considerable  a  leak.  Pilots 
Parrish  and  Barnes  state  that  they  felt  the  vessel's  bottom  strike  some- 
tiling  as  she  passed  through  the  obstructions  and  one  of  them  saw 
piecesof  timber  rise  to  the  surface  alongside;  if  they  are  not  mistaken, 
the  leak  may  be  traced  to  this  cause. 

The  safe  passage  of  the  squadron  twice  over  the  beds  of  the  torpe- 
does, placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon,  O.  8.  Navy,  at  Bishop's  and  at 
Howlett's,  shows  that  they  must  have  been  washed  away  by  the  late 
high  freshet  or  that  they  are  harmless.  If  the  enemy  has  torpedoes 
placed,  they  were  rendered  harmless  from  similar  causes,  or,  if  electric, 
our  movement  must  have  been  so  unexpected  as  to  find  him  unprepared 
to  use  them. 
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A  detuonstratiuii  waw  made  agaiimt  the  eneiuy-s  riy^Ut  by  G<?iienil 
Piekett,  aud  <Hir  batteries  keej>in^  up  a  tire  on  those  of  rbe  enemy, 
operated,  no  doubt,  ihv  our  beiietit,  althuiigh  the  enemy's  batterien  id 
Treut'^  Keaeh  were  steadily  and  couUQUoiisly  directeil  ii^aiuat  our  ves- 
sels while  exi>osed  to  their  tire. 

Our  firstelasa  pilots  have  given  cause  for  complaint.  Lieutenant 
Commauding  8hepperd  eoiaplaiiis  much  of  his,  on  board  of  tlie  Fred 
erirlcxlmrff;  Lieut eaaiit  OommaudiJig  C\  W.  Read  eoin plains  of  Mr. 
Wood,  of  this  ship,  and  the  Hichmond  and  the  Virtjinin^  being  aUowed 
to  dra^'  aground  after  being  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water^  in  well  ealca 
la  ted  to  keei>  eomjiianding  otTieers  ever  anxious  for  the  safety  of  their 
vessels,  and  distrustful  of  the  snecess  of  any  movement  drpendin<:  u|)on 
the  skill,  coolness,  and  courage  of  their  pilots.  The  Vitginia  in  going 
down  on  the  23d  passed  so  near  the  south  bank  as  to  run  the  Torpedo^ 
lashed  to  her  starboanl  side,  ag:round,  and  in  coming  up  on  the  inorii- 
ing  of  the  2tjth  slie  (the  Vinfiuirt),  when  the  Are  of  the  enemy  had 
eeaaed,  was  run  aground  audjeiuaine<l  last  for  twenty  minutes  or  more 
near  the  head  of  Devil's  Keaeb, 

In  passing  Cox's  Landing  the  TorpedOj  having  been  crowded  ioto  the 
south  bank,  and  remaining  aground,  Lieutenant  Comnmndin^  W,  H, 
Butt  was  sent  to  the  Xtimemotid  to  haul  her  ot!,  but  having  tried  with- 
out suceess  and  reported  it  imprai;tit*abk%  Lieutenant  Ooranmnding 
W.  IL  Wall  was  sent  with  the  Drt^wry  to  perform  the  seivice.  Much 
to  his  credit  he  got  her  afloat,  and  though  not  requiring  nnieh  eflbrti 
yet  he  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and 
brought  her  safely  to  the  squadron  after  she  had  been  abandoned  by 
her  commanding  oflieer,  Lieutenant  T,  P.  Bell,  wiiij  all  her  crew  except 
Acting  blaster  I*,  W,  Smitli,  who,  with  two  men,  bravely  remaining 
steadfast  to  his  duty,  is  worthy  of  speeial  notiee.  A  letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant  T.  P.  Bell,  explanatory  of  his  conduct  on  the  occasion,  18  here- 
with ericlosed;  it  is  not  satistactory  to  me,  and  I  submit  that  his  con- 
duct be  made  the  subject  of  inveatigation. 

I  ani  gratified  in  stating  that  the  commamling  oflrtcers  seconded  me 
with  their  best  etlotts,  ami  from  their  rei)orts  of  our  late  movements 
under  the  tire  of  the  enemy,  the  oilicers  and  men  of  their  respective 
eomnmnds  exhibited  the  skill  and  courage  the  oceasion  catloii  for.  1 
take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  my  statf, 
Flag  Lieutenant  C»  J.  Graves,  Midshipman  F.  S.  Kennett,  and  my 
secretary,  J*  W.  DanieL 

Enelosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  J.  M.  Kell,  of  the  Richmond; 
Lieutennnts  Com nnin ding  J*  W,  Dunnington,  of  the  Vlrfiinia;  F.  K. 
She]iperd,  of  the  Fredcriek^burff;  W.  II.  Wall,  of  the  ill  fated  gunboat 
Ihrtrrif;  rl.  W.  Alexander,  of  the  gunboat  Beaufort;  W.  R.  Butt,  of  the 
gunboat  Xatiffemonti;  J.  II,  Wilson,  of  the  gunboat  lldnipton;  C  W. 
liead,  of  the  stearn  torpedo  boats  JSmrpioiu  Horntt^  ami  WttMp;  Aeting 
Master  P,  W.  Smith,  of  the  tug  Torpedo,  ami  of  I'leet  Surgeon  W.  1>. 
Harrison,  of  the  casualties,  which  make  a  total  of  5  killed  and  14 
wounded. 

A  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  war  lickl  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th,  near  liowlett\s,  is  also  enclosed.  From  the  examination  of 
the  obstruction  sand  the  north  channel  in  Trent's  Reach,  though  hastily 
made,  1  felt  reasonably  assured  that,  but  for  the  unfortunate  grountling 
of  the  two  ironclads,  Virginia  and  Richmond,  the  whole  Sfprailron  won  hi 
have  passed  below  that  night,  and,  as  the  enemy  was  unprepared  for 
the  movement,  there  was  every  reason  to  indulge  the  hope  that  it  would 
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have  been  successfal.  As  the  result  has  proved  so  unfortunate  for  the 
public  interests,  I  invite  the  closest  scrutiny  into  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing the  enterprise  committed  to  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  iSqttadron. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Eeport  of  Commander  KeU,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Richmond. 

0.  S.  Stbam  Ironclad  Richmond, 
Off  Chaffin's  Bluff,  James  River  Squadron,  January  20, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  23d  instant,  at  6 :  30 
p.  m.,  I,  in  obedience  to  order,  got  underway  with  the  gunboats  Dreicry 
and  Beaufort^  lashed  on  either  side  abreast  of  shield,  and  torpedo  boat 
TTo^p  towing  on  starboard  quarter  of  Drexcry,  and  took  up  position  in 
squsiidron  for  steaming  down  the  river  in  first  order  of  battle;  all  hands 
were  then  called  to  quarters  and  ship  cleared  for  action.  To  avoid 
drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy  I  had  the  battery  run  in,  port  shutters 
closed  and  rammer  holes  stopped  up  onboard  the  gunboats  and  torpedo 
boat  Wasp.  I  had  all  lights  covered,  and  their  crews  lying  close  under 
the  bulwarks  Near  Battery  Semmes  I  was  hailed  by  the  tori)edo  boat 
Scorpion,  being  aground.  Dispatched  the  Wasp  to  her  assistance.  The 
Wasp  returned,  reporting  she  had  hauled  the  Scorpion  off.  She  was 
immediately  after  run  into  by  her,  carrying  away  her  torpedo  pole,  thus 
disabling  her  for  further  service  as  a  torp^o  boat.*  At  8 :  30  p.  m.  the 
enemy's  battery  at  Signal  Hill  opened  on  us,  all  of  their  shot  passing 
over  us,  their  pickets  at  the  same  time  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
At  11: 45  p.  m.  anchored  in  position  with  a  kedge  from  the  stern  in  5 
fathoms  in  Trent's  Eeach,  just  above  the  enemy's  obstructions.  Dis- 
patched Lieutenant  Eead  in  the  Beauforfs  boat  to  report  to  you  for 
sounding  the  obstructions.  Lieutenant  Bead  returned  witli  orders  from 
you  to  send  the  Drewry  to  the  assistance  of  the  Torpedo,  aground  near 
Cox's  mill,  which  I  at  once  did.  Immediately  after  I  ordered  the  Beau- 
fort to  cast  off  and  take  a  towline  from  the  Virginia,  starboard  quarter, 
in  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  you.  At  this  time,  finding  the 
current  setting  down  strong,  and  swinging  our  stern  on  the  north  bank, 
I  had  a  kedge  taken  out  on  the  starboard  quarter.  Upon  heaving  it  taut, 
found  that  the  ship  was  aground,  which  I  at  once  reported  to  you.  The 
Drewry  then  came  to  my  assistance,  but  in  attempting  to  get  her  posi- 
tion got  aground  close  on  my  port  quarter.  Every  exertion  to  get  her 
off*  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the  enemy's  batteries  pouring  in  a  heavy 
fire  upon  us  of  shell  and  shot,  besides  their  mortar  batteries  throwing 
with  great  precision,  I  felt  satisfied  that  at  daylight  the  Dreicry  would 
suffer  seriously  without  being  able  to  return  thefire.  I  therefore  ordered 
Captain  Wall  to  proceed  on  board  and  report  to  you  his  condition.  He 
returned  with  instructions  fipom  you  to  be  governed  entirely  by  my 
orders.  Deeming  it  proper,  I  at  once  abandoned  her,  taking  her  crew  on 
hosLTd  the  Richmond.  This  Was  at  6 :55  a.  m.  of  the  24th  instant.  At7:]0 
a.  m.  tlie  Drewry  was  blown  up;  the  shock  felt  on  board  the  Richmond 
was  terrific.    1  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  silence  and  remain  at  their 

"  The  Scorpion  was  disabled.    See  report  of  Lientenant  Read^  p.  684. 
N  W  R — VOL  11 43 
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quarters,  which  was  observed  with  prompt  obedience,  the  officers  and 
crew  exhibiting  great  coolness  and  presence  of  mind.  Up  to  11 :  10  a.  m. 
the  ship  was  struck  so  constantly  by  shot  and  shell  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  keep  account  of  the  number — three  times  with  heavy  shot, 
causing  decided  shocks  and  knocking  off  the  heads  of  bolts,  with  slight 
indentures  in  the  shield  near  starboard  bow  port  and  starboard  side  of 
stern  port.  At  11:10  a.  m.  sprung  the  ship  off  by  the  kedges,  and 
started  the  engines.  When  in  deep  water  let  go  my  port  bow  anchor 
to  swing  ship  by.  At  1 1 :  36  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  and  ])roceeded  up  to  Battery  Dantzler  for  the  Fredericksburg  to 
return  in  company  and  engage  the  enemy.  At  this  time  a  heavy  shot 
struck  us,  carrying  away  the  chain  to  stern  port  shutter.  At  11:50 
a.  m.  repaired  the  chain  to  port  shutter,  sent  a  portion  of  the  crew  of 
the  Dreicry  to  the  Fredericksburg^  with  orders  to  her  to  proceed  and 
engage  the  enemy,  when  I  received  your  further  orders  to  remain  at 
anchor.  At  10: 15  j).  m.  I  got  underway  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to 
proceed  down  the  river  in  the  order  of  second  line  of  battle.  As  we 
rounded  the  point  at  the  head  of  Trent's  Beach,  discovered  the  enemy 
showing  a  reflecting  light  of  intense  jwwer  up  the  reach.  At  10 :  25  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  return  to  our  anchorage.  At  1 :  40  a.  m.  of  the  25th 
instiint  got  underway  and  took  position  in  obedience  to  your  order  for 
steaming  up  the  river.  From  3  to  4:30  a.  m.  we  were  under  lieavy  lire 
of  musketry,  and  in  passing  Signal  Hill  battery  were  struck  twice  with 
shell,  one  passing  through  smokestack  and  the  other  striking  on  star- 
board side  of  shield.  At  7:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  beh)w  Ohaffin's 
Bluff.  The  smoke  pipe  is  much  riddled  by  shell,  all  of  the  stays  cut 
away,  and  the  bars  to  starboard  ventilator  on  shield  deck  carried  away. 
I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  otticers  and  crew  behaved  with  the 
greatest  coolness  while  exposed  to  the  heavy  tire  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, and  tlieir  conduct  throughout  in  the  prompt  obedience  of  orders 
meets  with  my  highest  a])pr()bation. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  McIntosh  Ki:ll, 
Commander^  Provisional  Navy  C.  *S. 

Flag-Oflicer  John  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Jawen  Hirer  Sf/vadnm. 


Seport  of  Lieatenant  Danningtoii,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Virginia,  regarding  tlie 

operations  of  that  veuel. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
Off  Chaffin-s  llluff,  Janvary  ^>;,  lS6r,. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  this  vessel  got  ujiderway  at  7  p.  m.  on 
the  evening  of  the  23d  instant  and  took  her  position  in  the  first  order 
of  battle  and  proceeded  down  the  river  with  tlie  scjuadron. 

The  gunboat  Xansemond  was  lashed  on  y)(>rt  beam  abreast  of  shield; 
the  steamer  Torpedo  on  starboard  beam  abreast  of  shield,  and  the  tor- 
pedo boat  Scorpion  on  starboard  quarter.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was 
underway  the  crew  was  called  to  quarters  and  every  preparation  made 
for  action. 

Doeniing  it  advisable  in  passing  the  enemy's  batteries  and  pickets, 
the  guns  were  run  in  and  the  port  lids  triced  up,  and  all  lights  covered. 

Wlieii  just  above  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  about  H:'M)  p.  ni.,  the  steamer 
Torpedo  grounded  on  south  side  and  partetl  her  lashings;  the  gunboat 
Nansemond  was  cut  adrift  and  sent  to  her  assistance. 
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At  10  p.  m.  the  vessel  had  reached  the  head  of  Trent's  Beach,  not 
having  been  hit  by  any  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

At  10:40  p.  m.  anchored  by  a  kedge  from  port  quarter,  while  a  boat 
was  sent  to  make  observations  and  cut  away  obstructions. 

At  II  p.  m.  the  Nansemond  returned  and  was  made  fast  on  port  beam. 

About  12  the  ship  was  found  to  have  swung  closer  inshore  and 
grounded ;  the  kedge  was  immediately  weighed  and  effort  made  to  work 
off  with  the  engine  and  use  of  gunboat  Nansemond.  Failing  in  getting 
the  vessel  off,  the  Beaufort  was  called  to  our  assistance.  All  efforts  to 
tow  the  ship  off  proving  ineffectual,  at  3:30  a.  m.  a  kedge  was  taken 
out  on  starboard  quarter,  but  came  partly  home  when  a  heavy  strain 
was  brought  on  the  hawser.  In  this  condition  it  was  decided  to  remain 
until  the  tide  would  enable  us  to  get  afloat. 

January  24,  aboutl2 :30  a.  m.,  the  steamer  Torpedo  reported  for  orders. 

At  7 :30  a.  m.  received  a  shot  on  starboard  side  forward  that  started 
timbers  on  berth  deck.    Repaired  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  8  a.  m.  pendant  of  starboard  bow  port  was  shot  away.  At  8:15 
a.  m.  the  pendant  for  port  bow  port  was  shot  away,  liepaired  it,  and 
triced  up  port  again. 

At  8:35  a.  m.  a  heavy  shell  struck  iron  grating  over  gun  deck,  break- 
ing it  in  and  crushing  timbers.    Shored  up  timbers. 

At  9  a.  u).  received  a  shot  on  starboard  hawse  pipe  that  loosened  it. 

At  9:15  a.  m.  exhaust  pipe  wrs  shot  away. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  smoke  came  from  shield  deck.  Water  was  thrown  on 
and  hose  turned  on  it,  which  stopped  the  smoke. 

At  9:35  a.  m.  the  smokestack  was  hit  by  a  shell.  During  all  this 
time  it  had  been  imiuently  struck  by  fragments  of  shell  and  was  com- 
l)letely  riddled.    Most  of  the  stays  were  also  carried  away. 

At  0:40  a.  m.  a  heavy  shot  struck  the  ship,  jarring  her  from  stem  to 
stern. 

At  9:45  a.  m.  smokestack  struck  by  another  shot,  and  one  struck 
shield  forward  that  shook  the  vessel. 

At  10  a.  m.  a  heavy  shot  struck  the  knuckle  forward  on  starboard 
side  that  broke  off'  the  iron. 

At  10:10  a.  m.  smokestack  struck  twice. 

At  10:15  a.  m.  struck  by  two  shots,  one  hitting  just  over  starboard 
bow  port,  the  other  over  starboard  broadside  port. 

At  10: 17  a.  m.  smokt>stack,  hurricane  deck,  and  knuckle  forward  on 
starboard  side  all  hit. 

At  10:20  a.  m.  a  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  forward  bow  port, 
wounding  one  man. 

At  10:20  three  shots  struck  vessel  in  quick  succession,  one  of  which 
jarred  the  vessel  from  stem  to  stern. 

At  10:30  a.  ni.  a  small  shell  struck  starboard  bow  port,  glanced 
inboard,  struck  starboard  compressor  of  bow  gun  and  exploded,  wound- 
ing Lieutenant  Mason,  and  7  men  slightly,  filled  gun  deck  with  smoke. 
This  shell  passed  entirely  through  starboard  side  of  gun  carriage  before 
exploding.  At  10:32  a.  m.  ship  was  found  afloat,  weighed  the  kedge; 
at  10:35  a.m.  got  underway,  swinging  ship.  A  heavy  shell  struck 
forward,  glancing  over  shield  and  bursting  near  smokestack. 

At  10:40  a.  m.  fragments  of  shell  struck  smokestack,  two  shells 
bursting  ov^r  shield  deck. 

At  10:55  a.  ni.  shell  struck  forward. 

At  11: 15  a.  ni.  struck  by  a  heavy  i)rojectile  on  port  quarter,  which 
broke  the  iron  and  crushed  in  the  woodwork,  bent  stanchions  inboard. 

At  11:20  a.  m.  headed  upstream. 
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At  11:30  a.  in.  a  heavy  shot  struck  on  after  part  of  shield  between 
after  center  and  port  ports,  breaking  the  iron  and  crushing  the  wood- 
work completely  in,  making  a  large  hole  througli.  One  man  wan  killed 
and  2  wounded  by  the  concussion  and  splinti^rs.  Steamed  up  the  river 
under  heavy  tire  of  the  batteries  and  one  monitor. 

At  11 :  38  a.  m.  tired  a  5second  shell  from  tlie  after  gun  at  the  turreted 
monitor. 

At  12:15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  at  Battery  Dantzler,  with  starboard 
anchor. 

Three  men  detailed  from  this  vessel  to  go  in  toriwdo  boat  Scorpion 
were  blown  overboard;  two  are  still  missing,  supiK>8ed  to  have  been 
killed.  One  was  wounded,  but  swam  to  the  ironclad  Richmond.  Up  to 
this  time  the  number  of  shots  could  not  be  noted,  but  the  markH  indi- 
cate upwards  of  seventy- two  shots. 

After  anchoring  at  the  battery,  left  quarters,  cleared  up  ship,  and 
landing  the  wounded  and  dead. 

At  9: 15  p.  m.  got  underway  in  the  second  order  of  battle.  At  0:40 
p.  m.  rounded  to,  head  upstream,  about  the  hea<l  of  Trent's  Reach, 
keeping  the  ship  under  steam  in  the  same  position. 

The  pih)ts  reported  the  escape  of  steam  from  es<;ape  ])i\}e  so  badly 
blowing  over  and  around  the  pilot  house  that  they  could  not  see  to 
steer  the  ship.  Made  an  ettbrt  to  repair  it.  Observed  the  enemy  had 
lighted  a  large  Drummond  light  that  retieeted  up  Trent's  Keachand  on 
obstructions. 

January  J25. — At  2:45  a.  m.  steamed  up  river,  went  to  quarters,  ]>orts 
triced  up  and  guns  run  in. 

As  we  steamed  up  river  the  enemy  opene<l  on  us  with  heavy  artillery 
and  musketry,  indicting  no  damage. 

Off  Signal  Hill  two  shots  stru(*k  us,  one  from  a  light  gun  hitting  the 
shield,  and  a  very  heavy  one  striking  on  jmrt  counter,  Jarring  the  ship 
greatly  and  knocking  oh' the  heads  of  a  few  bolts. 

At  about  5::{0  a.  m.  the  vessel  grounded,  upper  part  of  Devil's 
Reach.  I  immediately  got  a  kedge  ready  to  send  out,  but  at  5:50  a.  m. 
the  sliij)  swung  otf. 

When  passing  obstructions  in  Kingsland  Reach,  tlie  ship  struck  one 
of  the  obstructions. 

At  (>:45  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  below  Chailin'a  Hhilf.  The  conduct  of 
the  otticers  and  men  has  been  all  that  <M)iild  be  desired.  During  the 
time  we  were  under  lire  and  re<;eiving  si^rious  damage  1  found  them 
all  at  their  stations  and  (M)o1  and  prompt  in  obeying  orders. 

1  herewith  enclose  the  surgeon's  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respe<*tfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.    VV.    DUNNINiiTON, 

Lieu  ten  ant^  Com  m  a  k  ding, 

1*.  S. — 1  neglected  to  mention  that  about  10:15  a.  m.  a  double-turreted 
monitor,  accompanied  by  a  double-ender,  made  their  ai>pearance, 
coming  upstream.  At  10:35  the  monitor  rounded  to,  head  across 
stream,  presenting  broadside  to  ns  at  a  distance  of  1,500  or  2,000  yards. 
The  double  ender  stopped  a  little  heiow  her.  The  monitor  opened  on 
us,  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  two  most  damaging  shots,  one  aft 
on  ]K)rt  side  of  shield,  and  one  between  after  port  and  port  quarter 
port,  were  lired  from  the  monitor. 

J.  W.  D. 
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Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Wright,  C.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  damagat  sustained  by  the  flagship. 

C.  8.  Ironclad  Virginia, 
James  RiveVy  January  25^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  an  expedition  down  the  river  against 
the  enemy  on  the  24th  instant  tlie  smoke  and  escape  pipes  of  this  ves- 
sel received  such  damage  from  tbe  tire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
monitors  as  will  render  it  necessary  to  replace  their  upper  portions  with 
new  sections. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  X.  Wright, 
Ghuf  Engineer^  C.  8.  Navy. 
Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dunnington,  G.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding, 


Report  of  lieatenant  Shepperd,  C.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  FrederlcksbTiig. 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 
Off  Chaffing  Bluffs  James  River ^  January  ^5,  1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6 :  45  p.  m.  on  the  23d  instant, 
with  the  gunboat  Hampton  and  the  torpedo  boat  Hornet  alongside  of 
this  ship,  she  proceeded  down  the  river,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
squadron,  according  to  instructions  previously  received. 

Passing  over  and  with  safety  the  reported  locality  of  all  the  torpedoes 
(36  in  number)  placed  in  the  river  by  Lieutenant  Kennon,  and  with  the 
same  success,  through  the  ordeal  of  occasional  artillery  and  almost 
incessant  musketry  lire,  the  ship  arrived  and  anchored  at  9  p.  m.  off 
Point  of  Kocks,  Trent's  Keach,  to  wait  the  coming  ui)  of  the  other 
vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  rest  of  the  squadron  coming  up,  I  got  underway  at  9 :  40  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  direction  of  the  obstructions  below,  and  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  anchored  about  50  yards  above  them,  while  a  passage  was 
being  sounded  out,  and  a  spar  removed  which  extended  from  one  of  the 
hulks,  at  an  angle  of  about  30  <legrees  across  the  passage. 

A  channel  being  found  to  exist  l)etween  this  and  another  hulk  on  the 
north  side,  but  the  spar  not  removed,  I  got  underway  and  ran  the  ship 
through  at  1:30  a.  m.  (24th  instant). 

In  going  through  the  passage,  three  of  the  ship's  outriggers  on  the 
starboard  side  were  torn  off  by  the  spar  above  mentioned  and  nearly 
all  on  the  port  side  by  the  upper  hulk. 

Both  pilots  and  one  or  two  officers  of  the  ship  concur  in  a  statement 
that  as  we  passed  through  they  felt  the  ship  strike  something  appar- 
ently underneath  the  water  and  observed  pieces  of  timber  come  to  the 
waters  edge  close  to  the  ship's  side. 

To  this  may  be  attributed  the  fact  that  since  that  time  the  ship  has 
leaked  much  more  than  previously,  making  between  2  and  3  inches  of 
water  per  hour. 

1  think  the  leak  is  forward  on  the  port  side.  After  passing  through 
the  obstructions,  anchored  about  100  yards  above  the  south  mouth  of 
the  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  head  down  the  river.  Anchored  with  a  stern 
kedge.    The  Hampton  followed  and  oaiaa  aloDi^side. 

While  at  anchor  an  anv  '^  directed  at  us  by  the 

enemy;  only  two  shells  fl  'v^age. 

Finding  that  the  rest  ~**ii;  me,  1  com- 

municated with  you  aoLi  hip  and  the 
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Richmondwere  aground,  and  in  obedience  to  your instrnctions  I  returned 
through  the  obstructions  and  anchored  above  Battery  Dantzler,  where 
the  ship  was  occasionally  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  one  nhell 
striking  upon  the  forecastle,  cutting  away  the  port  cable. 

About  11  a.  m.  I  visited  Battery  Dant/ler,  and  discovering  a  monitor 
and  several  smaller  vessels  of  the  enemy  coming  up  I  returnecl  to  the 
ship  with  a  view  of  going  to  your  assistance. 

Upon  getting  on  board  the  ship  I  discovered  the  Richmond  coming 
up,  and  in  ob^ience  to  the  orders  of  Commander  Kell  I  hove  short 
and  made  every  preparation  to  attack  the  enemy. 

I  received  a  similar  order  from  you  when  the  Vinfinui  came  up  soon 
after;  which  order  was  countermanded  on  account  of  the  falling  tide. 

In  obedience  to  previous  instructions  (the  Hagship  and  the  Richmond 
having  proceeded  down  the  river  with  the  intention  of  executing  the 
plans  of  the  previous  night)  I  was  getting  underway  at  10  p.  m.,  when 
I  received  orders  from  you  to  keep  fast. 

Under  the  unfortunate  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  on  board 
the  Mrfjinia,  it  was  decided  necessary  for  the  squadron  to  r(»tarii  to 
ChafUn's  Blufi';  accordingly  at  2:30  a.  m.  today  1  got  underway  and 
returned  to  this  point  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

The  enemy  tired  upon  the  ship  with  musketry  and  artillery  whenever 
she  was  in  range. 

The  oflicers  and  men  on  board  behaved  remarkably  well,  all  evincing 
the  utmost  zeal  in  the  enterprise  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  Pilot  Lewis  Parrish  rendered 
but  little  service  and  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  sutUciently  cool  under  the 
lire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

Pilot  William  Skinner  (a  brave  and  cool  man)  rendered  important 
aid  to  Pilot  Barnes  in  returning  to  this  point  this  morning. 

The  advanced  age  of  Pilot  Parrish  may  be  regarded  as  a  partial 
excuse  for  his  timidity  under  circumstances  of  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  SlIKPPKRD, 

lAeuten  a  n  ^  Com  man  d  ing. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  J  amen  River  Squadron,  Flagship  Virginia. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  WaU,  C.  8.  Kavy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Drewry. 

0.  S.  S.  ViRCJINIA, 
flames  Rirer  Sfjuadron^  Jfinuari/  25,  ]8h'o. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
part  borne  by  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Drewry  under  my  comnmnd  in  the 
advance  of  the  squadnm  down  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  li.'kl  Jan- 
uary, 18(>r>. 

My  vessel,  agreeable  to  your  orders,  was  made  fast  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  0.  S.  S.  Richmond  and  moved  down  the  river  at  early  dusk. 
I  remained  alongside  of  the  Richmond  until  she  was  at  anchor  below 
Battery  Dantzler  and  above  the  enemy's  obstructions.  Receiving  an 
order  from  }ou  to  proceed  up  the  river,  where  the  steamer  Torpedo  was 
ashore,  and  tow  her  otl'if  possible,  1  cast  loose  from  the  Richmond  and 
proceeded  ui)  the  river,  finding  the  Torpedo  on  the  south  bank,  just 
above  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal.    I  sent  a  hawser  to  her  and  made  it  fast 
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to  her  stern,  and  succeeded  without  any  difficulty  in  getting  her  afloat. 
The  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  north  bank  with  their  sharpshooters 
upon  me  all  the  time  I  was  engaged  towing  her  off.  The  officer  in 
charge  of  her,  Acting  Master  Smith,  informed  me  that  there  was  no 
one  on  board  to  assist  him;  I  therefore  sent  on  board  to  him  one  of 
my  engineers  and  several  men,  telling  him  to  get  ui>  steam  and  report 
to  you.  I  kept  him  in  tow  until  1  got  to  Battery  Dantzler,  when  he 
had  steam  sufficient,  and  1  cast  him  off.  I  then  reported  to  Cnptain 
Kell,  of  the  Richmond^  wlio  informed  me  that  he  was  aground  and  that 
he  wanted  me  to  come  up  on  his  port  quarter  and  tiy  and  get  him  off 
more  in  the  stream.  In  attempting  to  get  the  position  ordered  ray  ves- 
sel grounded.  It  was  then  ebb  tide.  The  Beaufort  and  I^ansemondhotXi 
assisted  me,  but  to  no  advantage  I  tried  to  haul  her  off  with  a  kedge, 
but  could  not  succeed.  After  exhausting  every  means  at  my  disposal 
to  get  her  afloat,  and  daylight  approaching  rapidly,  1  reported  to  you 
the  situation  of  the  vessel.  Knowing  the  exposed  condition  of  the  ves- 
sel at  daylight  to  the  enemy's  batteries  and  the  unprotected  state  of 
her  magazine,  shell  room,  and  boilers,  and  also  that  I  would  not  be 
allowed  to  work  my  guns  in  daytime  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
who  were  abreast  of  me,  I  suggested  to  you  the  in  opriety  of  avoiding 
loss  of  life  by  removing  the  crew  on  board  of  the  Richmond  before 
daylight.  After  directing  me  to  put  a  kedge  out  from  her  quarter,  you 
informed  me  that  if  Captain  Kell  thought  it  proper  to  take  me  on 
board  of  the  Richmond^  to  do  so,  but  that  you  disliked  to  leave  the 
vessel  without  making  any  resistance.  After  I  informed  Captain  Kell 
of  your  order  he  directed  me  to  put  out  a  kedge  and  also  to  make  a 
hawser  fast  to  him  from  my  bow,  which  I  did;  he  then  gave  me  boats 
to  remove  my  crew,  which  was  accomplished  just  at  daylight.  I  then 
went  over  the  ship  and  put  out  all  lights,  saw  that  the  steam  was  down 
and  the  fires  banked,  when  1  left  the  vessel,  leaving  everything  on 
board  except  the  small  arms  the  men  had  on  and  the  signal  book. 

I  do  not  think  I  had  been  from  her  more  than  fifteen  minutes  when 
a  shell  pierced  her  magazine  and  blew  her  into  pieces,  leaving  nothing 
but  a  mass  of  ruins. 

I  reported  the  officers  and  men  as  well  as  myself  to  Captain  Kell 
for  whatever  duty  he  might  assign  them.  Shortly  afterwards  1 
received  orders  from  you  to  rejwrt  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dun- 
nington,  of  the  Virginia^  for  duty  with  24  men  and  Master's  Mate  L.  L. 
Foster. 

The  small  arms  of  the  men  I  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  the  ves- 
sels upon  which  they  were  placed.  I  forwarded  you  a  complete  list  of 
the  olhcers  and  crew  this  morning  and  where  they  were  placed. 

I  have  to  report  the  killing  of  two  of  my  men  by  the  explosion  of  the 
vessel.  They  volunteered  their  services  to  Captain  Kell  to  bring  to 
the  Richmond  the  crew  of  the  Scorpion,  which  was  aground  near  by 
and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  as  I  have 
been  unable  to  hear  from  them,  I  think  they  were  killed  by  the  exi)lo- 
sion.  Their  names  were  Thomas  Moody  (landsman)  and  J.  W.  Grice 
(landsman).  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  both  officers  and  crew 
did  their  duty  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Wall,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Lieutenant^  Commandinff, 

Flag-Offioer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

OammoMuUma  James  Eiver  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieuteiuuit  Alexander,  C.  8.  Havy,  oommaiidiag  C.  8.  8.  Ja^ufert. 

C.  8.  8.  Beaufort, 
James  River  Sqtuidranj  off  Chaffin*8  Bluffy  January  25 j  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  you,  we  got  underway  on  the 
evening  of  the  2.'id  instant  and  proceeded  down  the  river  alon inside  of 
the  Hteamer  Richmond  below  Dutch  (iap  and  anchored  under  Battery 
Craniett;  remained  at  anclior  all  day.  After  towing  several  vessels 
off  which  were  agronnd,  proceeded  u])  the  river  and  anchored  off 
Chaflln's  inaff. 

The  condnct  of  every  man  on  board  was  highly  gratifying  to  me. 
We  were  struck  a  great  many  times,  being  8nbie<*.ted  to  a  severe  fire  of 
musketry.    None  of  the  officers  or  crew  sustained  any  injury. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Alexander, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell. 


Beoond  report  of  Lieutenant  Alexander,  C.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  C.  8.  8.  Beanfbrt 

C.  8.  8.  Beaufort, 
James  River ^  January  26, 1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  this  vessel  was 
lashed  on  the  port  side  of  the  ironclad  Richmond  on  the  evening  of  the 
23d  and  proceeded  down  James  River,  arriving  off  Battery  Dantz- 
ler  about  11  o'clock  p.  m.  Here  we  cast  oft*  from  the  Richmond  and 
attempted  to  tow  oft'  the  Yirginiay  then  lying  aground  in  Trent's 
Keach,  but  without  success.  We  then  attempted  to  tow  oflf  the 
Dreicry  and  were  also  unsuccessful.  We  then  towed  off  the  torpedo 
boat  IScorpion^  which  was  foul  of  the  Virginians  hawse.  After  this  I 
was  ordered  to  tow  oft'  the  stoauier  Torpedo^  and  after  a  great  deal  of 
difticulty  succeeded  in  clearing  her  of  the  Virginians  outriggers.  Find- 
ing that  my  eft'orts  to  get  the  DrewryoW  were  unavailing,  and  daylight 
approaching,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  you  I  proceeded  up  the  river 
and  anchored  at  daybreak  oft*  Osborne's  Landing.  Here  we  remained 
at  anchor  during  tlie  24th  until  dark,  when  we  got  underway  and  pro- 
ceeded down  Trent's  Keach  to  rescue  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion^  she 
having  been  abandoned.  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read  having  decided  that  we 
could  do  nothing,  we  ])roceeded  up  and  retook  our  position  off  Battery 
Garnett.  Our  tori)edo  i)ole  working  with  a  goose  neck,  on  being  low- 
ered, came  alongside,  despite  every  effort  to  keep  it  in  its  proper  posi- 
tion with  the  guys,  and  compelled  me  to  cut  it  away  to  prevent  its 
blowing  up  this  vessel.  The  si)ar  tor])edo  pole,  however,  was  imme- 
diately got  in  i>osition  ready  for  use.  At  10  p.  m.  we  again  [got]  under- 
way and  proceeded  down  the  river  (arranging  the  spar  torpedo  j>ole 
having  j)revented  nie  going  sooner).  It  having  been  decided  to  return 
up  the  river,  we  proceeded  up,  and  wo  were  ordered  to  tow  the  Hamp- 
ton, then  in  a  disabled  condition,  but  before  getting  alongside  the 
order  was  countermanded,  and  wo  towed  off  the  torpedo  boat  W€up, 
then  aground  off  Battery  (xarnett,  after  wliicli  we  proceeded  up  the 
river,  and  at  0  a.  ni.  of  the  I'^th  anchored  oft'  Chaftin's  Bluff.  This  ves- 
sel was  struck  a  great  many  times  by  shar])shooters,  but  we  sustained 
no  material  damage.  The  smokestack  is  badly  riddled  and  will  need 
repairs  when  this  vessel  goes  to  the  city.  lam  happy  to  announce 
that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board.     It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  state 
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that  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  great  coolness, 
and  notwithstanding  their  great  fatigue  were  nnder  arms  constantly, 
ready  to  perform  whatever  duty  was  required  of  them.  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  zeal  of  Second-Class  Pilot  W.  H.  Carlop,  who 
walked  from  Richmond  and  joined  this  vessel  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
24th  off  Battery  Gamett. 

Very  respecfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Alexander, 

JAeutenanty  Commanding. 
Flag-Offlcer  Jno.  K.  MitcheIjL, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  liaatanaiit  Batt,  C.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  C.  8.  8.  Hansemond. 

C.  S.  Gunboat  NANstMOND, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  26^  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders 
at  5 :  30  p.  m.  on  Monday,  the  23d  instant,  I  got  underway  in  this  vessel, 
steamed  up  to  the  flagship  Virginia^  and  made  fast  to  her  port  side. 
At  G:30  p.  m.  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cleared  for  action,  sta- 
tioning sharpshooters  along  the  x>ortsi(le,  close  in  to  the  hammock  net- 
tings. At  7 :  20  p.  m.,  everything  being  in  readiness,  we  moved  down 
the  river,  meeting  with  no  opposition  until  nearly  abreast  of  Signal 
Hill  battery,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  o]>ened  upon  us.  As  it  was  our 
intention  to  pass  down  unobserved,  I  did  not  reply  to  them.  At  9:30 
p.  m.,  when  just  opposite  the  Dutch  Gap  Oanal,  you  ordered  nie  to  cast 
off  and  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  steamer  Torpedo^  which  was  aground 
on  the  south  bank,  200  yards  above.  I  immediately  steamed  i'or  her, 
sent  a  boat  with  a  hawser  and  orders  to  make  it  fast,  hailing  Lieuten- 
ant Bell,  her  commander,  and  telling  him  I  would  attempt  to  haul  him 
off.  After  expending  half  an  hour  and  parting  my  only  hawser.  Lieu- 
tenant Bell  came  on  board  and  reported  to  me  that  his  vessel  had  only 
3  feet  of  water  under  her  amidships,  and  that  his  bow  was  high  and 
dry  in  the  bushes;  that  it  was  useless  to  lay  by  him  any  longer,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  get  him  afloat.  Under  the  circumstances  and  from 
the  fact  of  the  enemy's  holding  the  country  surrounding  him,  I  advised 
him  to  send  on  board  of  me  everything  he  wished  saved,  to  bring  on 
board  all  of  his  crew  with  the  exception  of  three  men  and  an  officer, 
and  I  would  take  him  down  to  report  the  case  to  you.  He  replied  he 
would  not  desert  his  vessel,  but  would  send  me  an  officer  and  most  of 
his  men,  and  would  communicate  with  the  shore  batteries,  if  possible, 
nearest  him,  for  assistance,  and  for  me  to  hasten  to  inform  you  of  all, 
that  you  might  dispatch  a  torpedo  boat  up  to  him  with  further  instruc- 
tions. I  continued  down  the  river  at  10:30  p.  m.,  joining  the  squadron 
at  the  obstructions  below  Howlett^s,  reporting  to  you  substantially  as 
above.  From  1  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m.,  the  flagship  being  aground,  I  was 
employed  in  endeavoring  to  get  her  afloat,  being  under  fire  of  the 
enemy's  shore  batteries  the  whole  time.  I  then  proceeded  to  assist  the 
Dreicry^  which  also  was  aground  some  500  yards  above,  and  worked  at 
her  until  daylight  without  success,  when  the  enemy's  sharpshooters 
from  the  south  bank  opened  upon  us,  and  receiving  instructions  pre- 
viously to  steam  up  the  river  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  at  daylight, 
I  left  her  to  her  fate,  and  anchored,  in  company  with  the  wooden  gun- 
boats and  the  Fredericksburg ^  nearly  opposite  Battery  Dantzler,  being 
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exposed,  however,  to  the  eueniy's  lire  until  iioou  of  that  day.  At  8:30 
p.  m.  repaired  on  board  the  lia4>:8hip  uiid  was  ordered  by  you  to  picket 
the  river  half  a  mile  above.  At  1)  p.  ni.  received  orders  for  the  uight 
and  prepared  to  execute  them.  At  10 :  ^50  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing 8hepperd  came  alongside  and  countermanded  the  night  orders, 
instructing  me  to  stand  by  to  tow  the  steamer  Hampton^  which  was  dis- 
abled. At  2  a.  m.  steamed  alongside  of  and  made  fast  to  the  starboard 
side  of  the  i/am|>/oii,  the  steamer  Torpedo  being  lashed  to  the  port  side, 
with  orders  to  tow  the  Hampton  up  to  Ohattin's  Bluff.  At  1^:«'M)  a.  m. 
stationed  my  sharpshooters  along  the  deck  in  order  to  meet  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  via  Dutch  Gap  ('anal.  Got  underway  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river.  When  just  above  Battery  Garnett  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  opened  \\\\o\\  us  from  the  north  bank,  which,  as  we  ad- 
vanced, became  so  severe  as  to  i)re(!lu{le  the  possibility  of  a  man  show- 
ing himself  above  the  hammock  nettings  to  return  the  ilre.  Before 
reaching  Signal  H  ill,  sharpshooters  (enemy^s)  on  the  S(mth  bank  opened, 
those  on  the  north  bank  firing  by  battalion  as  a  cover  to  a  field  bat- 
tery posted  on  the  brink  of  the  hill,  which  next  opened,  together  with  a 
mortar  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Crowds  Nest  and  the  Signal  Hill  bat- 
tery proper.  It  seems  almost  miraculous  that  we  should  have  passed 
through  this  flery  ordeal  unharmed.  At  4 :  40  a.  m.  we  reached  our 
anchorage  at  ChafHn's  Bluff.  The  conduct  of  the  ofliccrs  and  men  was 
unexceptionable,  and  although  exposed  to  the  lire  of  musketry  and  heavy 
guns  from  the  time  of  i)assin«x  Signal  Hill,  9  p.m..  Monday, until  reach- 
ing Battery  Semuies,  at  4  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  I  am  happy  to  report  no 
casualties.  To  the  coolness  and  skill  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  pilot,  I  attrib- 
ute the  safe  passage  of  the  three  wooden  gunboats  up  the  river  mainly 
due,  and  1  would  respectfully  recommend  him  to  your  consideration. 
The  engineers'  department  deserves  rnxxvlx  credit  for  their  untiring 
zeal  and  prompt  execution  of  orders.  The  vessel  is  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  when  she  was  inspected  two  weeks  ago,  save  the  riddling  of  tht* 
funnel,  quarter  boats,  and  hammock  nettings  with  Mini('^  balls  and  frag 
mentsof  shell.  The  iron  casing  to  the  pilot  house  formed  an  admirable 
protection  for  the  helmsman  against  shar|)s1iooters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  \i.  Bt'tt. 
Flag-Oflicer  J.  K.  MiTtniELL, 

Commanding  Jamcn  Uiver  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wilion,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  0.  8.  8.  Hampton. 

G.  S.  Gunboat  Hampton, 
OjT  Chain's  lUuf,  January  ^.7,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  this  vessel  went  alongside  the  Fredericks- 
hur<f  at  0  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  li2d  and  remained  until  the 
following  evening.  At  C  p.  m.  on  the  23d  we  pro(;eeded  down  the  river 
and  anchored  abreast  of  Battery  Semmes  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
Heet.  At  7:10  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
Wlien  abreast  of  Signal  Hill  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  commenced 
firing  and  continued  until  wo  had  passed  Dutch  Gap.  We  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  until  near  the  enemy's  ohstructicms  and  came  to 
with  our  port  anchor.  The  Virginia  ran  close  aboard  of  us  in  the 
darkness  before  being  perceived,  and  we  were  forced  to  slii>  to  avoid 
collision,  thus  losing  both  anchor  and  chain.    At  1  p.  m.  passed  the 
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obstructions  aud  steamed  down  the  river  (tbe  enemy  keeping  up  a 
brisk  tire  of  artillery  aud  musketry)  and  went  alongside  the  Fredericks- 
burg below  tbe  Signal  Tower,  where  we  stopped  the  engines  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet.  At  about  3:50  a.  m.,  in  obetiience  to  orders 
from  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  commanding,  returned  to  the  obstructions, 
which  we  repassed  at  about  4: 15  a.  m.  Communicated  with  the  flag- 
ship and  came  to  near  Battery  Garnett,  in  a  position  sheltered  from  the 
enemy's  tire.  At  8  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order,  I  got  underway  and  picketed  the  river  from  the 
Hewlett  house  to  the  obstructions  until  9  p.  m.,  when  1  stood  up  the 
river  aud  reported  to  the  flagship  for  orders.  In  passing  down  the  river 
in  order  to  anchor  near  the  obstructions  and  place  a  light  thereon,  I 
was  hailed  by  the  flagship  and  ordered  to  return  up  the  river.  In 
turning  we  were  fouled  by  the  Virginians  chains  and  our  propeller 
rendered  useless.  At  2:35  a.  m.  the  Hampton  was  towed  up  the  river 
by  the  Torpedo  and  Nansemond.  While  near  Signal  Hill  we  were  sub- 
jected to  a  heavy  and  continuous  fire  of  all  arms  from  the  northern  bank 
only.  Came  to  opposite  Chaflin's  Bluff  at  5:20  a.  m.  The  starboard 
quarter  boat  was  lost  in  passing  the  enemy's  obstructions  the  first  time, 
and  this,  together  with  the  loss  of  the  port  anchor  and  chain,  were  the 
only  losses  sustained  by  this  vessel.  Mr.  W.  W.  Skinner,  pilot,  was 
wounded  by  a  musket  shot.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  was  very 
satisfactory  and  I  respectfully  desire  to  mention  favorably  Master's 
Mate  iMason  for  his  coolness  and  promptitude  in  manning  boats  and  in 
performing  other  duties  while  under  heavy  fire. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  D.  Wilson, 
First  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
FlagOfficer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  ISquadronj  Provimonal  Navy  C,  8. 

P.  S. — I  may  mention  as  an  instance  of  the  severity  of  the  enemy's 
fire  that  810  balls  and  slugs  were  found  on  the  deck  of  the  Hampton 
after  she  had  anchored  near  Chaffin's  Bluff.  These  shots  were  received 
between  Batteries  (iarnett  and  Semmes. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Jos.  D.  Wilson, 

First  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 


Beport  cf  Lieutenant  Bead,  C.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  torpedo  boati. 

James  River  Squadron,  January  J25y  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  when  the  squadron  proceeded 
down  the  river,  the  torpedo  boats  under  my  command  were,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders,  stationed  in  the  following  order:  The  Hornet  on  the 
port  quarter  of  the  Fredericlshurgj  the  Scorpion  on  the  starboard 
quarter  of  the  Virginitty  and  the  Wasp  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the 
Richmond. 

When  the  squadron  i)assed  the  Point  of  Bocks  the  Scorpion  was 
directed  by  yon  to  cast  off  and  sound  the  bar  in  Trent's  lieach,  and  to 
examine  the  obstructions.  Pilot  Wood,  of  the  Virginia^  was  sent  with 
me  in  the  Scorpion.  We  proceeded  to  sound  the  bar,  but  when  we 
arrived  at  the  obstructions  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  musketry 
and  a  small  mortar,  and  the  pilot  declined  to  sound  farther,  saying  that 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  channel  was  not  open,  and  he  became  very 
insubordinate  beoaase  I  would  not  send  him  back  to  the  Virginia.    I 
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steaoied  up  to  the  Frederiektthurif  and  got  her  skiff  and  pilot,  1  then 
di'oppetl  tiie  Svorpion  down  near  the  obstiuctionn,  jiud,  taking  wiMi  me 
in  the  skitt'  both  ]>ilots,  1  somuled  through  and  across  the  nortb  rhnnnel 
jind  exiuidiied  tlie  obstruetioiis,  I  found  *"i  t'athi>nis  of  water  thrfui^li 
the  chaanel.  A  lar^'e  spar  was  anc-horetl  dia«^oiinlly  sicrosH  the  chain  id* 
the  upper  end  being  secnre*!  tt>  tho  suitkeu  vessel  on  the  south  siiJo  rrf 
the  chainiel  and  the  lower  eud  anchored  near  the  uiid*lle  of  tlie  vhutt 
nel;  the  spar  wag  also  auehured  by  the  laiddle,  I  steamed  up  in  the 
Scorpion  to  the  Virtfittta  ami  reported  the,  reRidt  of  the  e?c am t nation  t*» 
ynu.  In  obedience  to  your  iustruetionft  1  t^H>k  two  aimed  cutters  and 
went  down  for  tlie  pur[H)8e  of  cutting  the  chains  by  which  the  spar 
across  the  channel  was  anchored,  1  con  vcyt-d  to  the  eoiainniuler  of  the 
Frederiekinhurg  your  order  for  him  to  get  underway  an<l  i)ash  through 
at  once,  Tlje  Fretierivktihiirtf  went  through  the  obstructions  before  we 
had  tinished  cutting  the  chains,  but  she  did  not  strike  the  spar.  You 
were  then  at  the  obstructions  in  a  small  boat,  and  ordered  me  to  go  on 
board  the  Jlumptfm  and  run  her  agiuust  the  spar,  then  to  place  a  light 
on  the  %'essel  on  the  ntnth  side  n(  the  chjinnel,  I  proceeded  up  in  the 
Scorpifm^  but  not  linding  tha  Jittmpton  wliere  she  iiad  at  first  anchored, 
1  concluded  that  she  had  gnrte  through,  and  I  jiroceeded  down  in  search 
of  her,  but  it  was  so  dark  under  the  south  bank  that  I  could  not  tind 
her.  I  did  nt^fc  hmk  long,  howcvei,  as  I  thought  it  best  to  get  a  light 
on  theol>structions  as  early  as  possible,  1  accordingly  steaujed  up  to 
tije  rZ/v?///^!  for  a  lantern.  When  I  reaiiied  tiie  Virffitiia  1  found  her 
aground  and  was  inlbrnied  by  you  that  tim  S(|uadrou  w^ould  not  go 
through  that  night.  In  corning  alongside  of  the  \  injhiia  the  Scorpion 
was  pushed  against  one  of  the  I'irtjtnitt^^  outriggers  by  a  hawser  which 
led  from  the  starboard  quai  ter  of  the  Vinfinm  ti*  the  Bmnforf,  The 
torpedo  jK^le  and  tfupedo  were  carried  away.  The  toriiedo  was  towed 
asliore,  secured,  a  nil  debvered  to  the  steamer  Torpeio.  When  the 
Srorpion  got  clear  I  ordered  her  ui>  the  river  to  t lie //rV/jmonrf.  Yoa 
directed  me  to  get  my  boats  un^ler  Bnttery  Dantzler  before  daylight. 
I  got  on  the  nuDtft  and  firoceeded  up  toward  the  Rivhrnuiui,  Just 
below  tlie /i*/f7/wif>H^/  t\\ih  Setirpmn  w::s  fouufl  aground.  I  endeavored 
to  get  to  her  in  the  ILtrntt,  bnt  could  not  on  account  of  the  shoalnessof 
the  water.  I  went  up  to  the  ivlchmond  and  ordered  Master's  Mate 
Matherson,  iu  the  Wasp^  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  SatvpioN,  The 
Wmp  could  not  poll  her  ol!'^  but  got  asljore  herself,  but  succeeded  in 
getting  olfiu  a  few  minutes.  J  directed  Lieutenant  Lakin  to  use  every 
exertion  to  get  his  boat  arioat  by  daylight,  but  if  he  failed  to  get  her  off 
before  tbnt  time  to  get  bis  men  luit  of  range  of  the  enemy's  sharpshrKit- 
ers.  Just  as  day  was  dawning  1  got  the  Hornet  and  the  Wasp  under 
Battery  Dantzler. 

When  the  Jhrtrri/  exploded  the  Seorpioit  was  much  strained  and 
leaked  ba4lly.  Lieutenant  Lsikiu  was  severely,  bnt  i  trust  not  danger 
cnisly,  wounded.  Firemen  William  Cooper  and  Wiiliain  Shailer  were 
killed,  (L  W*  I']d wards  was  badly  wounded  and  W.  Council  slightly 
won  nil  eel. 

After  dark  on  the  L'tth  I  proceeded  down  the  river  iu  the  Beau/t>rt 
for  the  imriMjse  td'  towing  off  the  Scorphn.  It  was  blowing  so  treah 
that  the  Heanfort  was  unrna  lagcable.  A  small  boat  was  sent  to  the 
tVeorpHm  and  found  nnieh  water  in  her.  The  enemy  turned  his  Urum- 
ujond  light  ou  the  ^Scorpion  ami  1 1 is  sharpshooJ ers  prevented  us  from 
getting  to  hei-  again.     I  rei>orted  her  cuuflition  to  you, 

I  have  to  report  tfiat  all  the  ofticers  and  men  under  my  command 
perlbrmcd  theii*  duty  well* 
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I  enclose  the  reports  of  the  officers  commaDding  the  Hornet  and 
WflWfp,  which  speak  for  themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Read,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Torpedo  Boats. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron, 


Report  of  Master  Blanc,  C.  8.  Kavy,  commaiiding  torpedo  boat  Hornet 

James  River  Squadron,  January  J25, 1805. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  took  charge  of  the  torpedo 
boat  Hornet  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  and  reported  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shepperd  a43  a  tender  on  the  Frederiel'shurg.  I  started 
down  in  tow,  but  after  going  2  miles  was  ordered  to  return  in  search  of 
the  flagship  to  ask  for  further  orders.  Reaching  the  Virginiaj  I  was 
directed  by  the  flag-officer  to  continue  up  to  find  the  Richmond,  Hav- 
ing lultilled  these  orders,  I  once  more  turned  to  go  to  the  Fredeincksburgj 
but  in  attempting  to  pass  the  Virginia  grounded  and  was  obliged  to 
await  assistance  from  the  Richmondy  still  some  distance  above.  I  was 
finally  towed  off  by  the  Wasp^  and  again  started  down  and  passed  Signal 
Hill  before  I  arrived  at  the  Fredericksburg.  Below  Hewlett's  house 
battery  the  Hornet  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  sharpshooters 
on  the  south  bank,  but  received  no  hurt.  When  the  Fredericksburg 
passed  through  the  obstructions  I  was  ordered  to  attend  and  then 
return  to  report  her  safe  passage  to  the  flag  officer,  after  doing  which  I 
was  directed  to  tell  the  Richmond  to  get  underway  and  follow  the  flag- 
ship through  the  obstructions.  On  returning  near  the  Virginia  I  found 
her  ashore  and  was  hailed  from  her  to  come  alongside.  In  attempting 
to  do  so  I  grounded,  but  soon  got  off  and  secured  to  the  port  quarter  of 
the  Virginia,  The  flag-officer  now  directed  mo  to  await  orders  where  I 
was.  While  waiting  you  took  charge  of  the  Hornet  (the  Scorpion  being 
injured)  and  lett  nie  on  board  the  flagship,  where  I  remained  until  she 
got  off'  on  the  24th  instant.  The  crew  of  the  Hornet,  whilst  under  my 
charge,  behaved  well  and  like  brave  men.  Mr.  Billups,  master's  mate, 
the  only  officer  with  me,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  fitted  out  the  Hornet  before  my  going  on  board.  He  had  taken  every 
step  to  render  her  effective  and  had  attended  to  her  complete  equip- 
ment with  all  necessary  arms,  torpedoes,  etc.,  and  was  of  most  essen- 
tial service  whilst  below  under  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  P.  I^lanc, 
Mastery  Provisional  ^avy  C.  S. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  \V.  Read. 


Report  of  Master's  Mate  Matherson,  C.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  torpedo  boat  Wasp. 

James  River  Squadron,  January  J25, 1865. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  instruc- 
tions, I  reported  to  Commander  Kell,of  tlie  Richmond^  with  the  torpedo 
boat  Wasp.  I  accompanied  the  Richmond  down  the  river.  When  we 
were  near  Battery  Semmes  I  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Hornet, 
which  was  aground,  and  soon  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat. 
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Just  before  day,  in  obedience  to  an  onler  from  you,  I  endeavored  to 
tow  tbe  Scorpion  off  tbe  Bbore,  but  did  not  succeed;  we  frroonded,  but 
got  off  again  in  a  few  niiuutes. 

I  thought  it  hazardous  to  go  near  the  Scorpion^  and  therefore  went  up 
to  the  Richmond^  where  you  ordere<l  nie  up  to  Battery  Dantzler. 
All  the  men  under  my  command  behaved  well. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  W.  Mathebson, 
Mmter^H  Mate,  C.  *V.  Navy. 
Lieutenant  O.  W.  Read,  G.  8.  Navy, 

Commanding  Torpedo  BoatSj  James  Rvjer  Squadron. 


Report  of  lieatanant  BaU,  C.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  C.  8.  8.  Torpedo. 

C.  S.  Naval  Hospital, 

Richmond^  January  — ,  1865, 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  command  to  make  a  written  statement 
regarding  my  conduct  whilst  in  command  of  C.  S.  8.  Torpedv  on  the 
niglit  of  the  24th  instant,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  a  truthful  stiitenient, 
hoping  that  I  shall  be  able  to  clear  myself  from  any  blame  that  I  may 
be  accused.  I  am  aware  that  there  may  be  rumors  against  my  conduct, 
but  my  own  conscience  clears  me  from  all  blame.  My  leaving  the  «liip 
at  the  time  I  did  was  unavoidable.  From  the  time  that  the  steamer 
grounded  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  by  sounding  with  lead  entirely 
around  the  vessel,  and  found  the  water  less  by  1  foot  under  her  stern 
than  the  steamer  drew;  she  was  lilted  out  of  the  water  her  whole 
lengtli—bows  entirely  on  the  bank,  and  heeled  over  to  starboard.  It 
was  my  impression,  after  making  a  careful  investigation  of  the  position 
of  the  steamer,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  her  off.  In  fact,  it 
was  the  impression  of  all  on  board.  We  grounded  at  about  8:30  p.  m. 
At  0  p.  m.  the  gimhoat  Nansemond,  Lieutenant  Huttcomniaiiding,cume 
u])  to  assist  in  getting  us  off.  We  succeeded  in  getting  a  hawser  fast 
and  attempted  to  haul  her  oft'  with  tlie  assistaiH'e  of*  the  Torpedoes 
engines  working  hard  to  back.  I  found  she  did  not  move,  riie  pilot 
of  the  Nansemond  said  that  it  w<is  high  water.  Then  1  was  firmly  con- 
vinced that  she  could  not  be  gotten  off  under  the  circumstances,  I  then 
advised  witii  Lieiitetiant  Butt  and  his  ofticers.  They  ailvised  me  to 
send  my  'jrew  on  board  of  the  Xa^iftemond,  first  destroying  my  torpedoes 
and  all  other  property  which  would  be  serviceabU^  to  the  enemy.  I 
concluded  to  send  all  of  the  crew  but  four  men  to  the  squadron,  which 
I  did,  and  wait  until  I  heard  from  you.  1  told  Lieutenant  Butt  if  I  did 
not  hear  from  you  after  sufficient  time  for  him  tocomnninicate  with  the 
flagship  1  would  take  it  for  granted  I  was  left  to  use  my  own  discretion. 
The  Namrinond  left  at  9:30  p.  m.  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  were  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  as  there  were  several  camp 
fires  near  us,  but  no  one  at  them.  I  then  heard  a  noise  as  if  boats  were 
shoving  off  from  the  north  bank,  and  fearing  that  the  enemy  would 
cross  and  take  the  vessel,  1  ordered  the  torpedo  taken  off  and  sunk.  I 
also  had  the  ammunition  of  the  gnu  and  small  arms  destroyed;  also 
destroyed  the  whisky.  I  could  distinctly  see  the  enemy  collecting  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river.  I  sent  two  njen  to  comnmnicate  with  our 
pickets  if  po-sible;  they  did  not  return,  being  detained.  At  1 :  30,  aflter 
midnight,  the  //retrry  came  up  to  haul  ns  oft'.  I  had  despaired  of  hear- 
ing from  you,  thinking  you  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  obstructions. 
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The  Torpedo  lay  as  before.  I  sounded  often  and  foand  the  water  had 
fallen  considerably.  1  took  a  line  from  the  Drewry^  gave  the  order  for 
her  to  go  ahead,  started  forward  to  see  if  the  Torpedo  started  off.  At 
that  moment  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  with  musketry.  I  endeav- 
ored to  shelter  myself  by  stepping  on  the  guards  or  outside  of  the 
vessel,  and  by  so  doing  place  the  rail  of  ship  between  me  and  the 
enemy,  as  the  house  was  no  shelter.  In  so  doing  my  foot  slipped  and 
I  was  precipitated  overboard.  1  found  the  vessel  ha<l  started  ofl.  I 
caught  by  one  of  the  torpedo  guys,  but  from  being  so  weak  from  sick- 
ness 1  could  not  regain  the  steamer;  had  to  let  go  and  swim  on  shore. 
1  endeavored  to  join  the  ship  by  going  down  the  bank,  but  found  the 
enemy  had  crossed  on  the  south  side — had  to  turn  back.  1  did  not 
know  anyone  else  had  gotten  ashore.  1  did  not  give  any  order  for  the 
men  to  leave  the  ship,  and  left  myself  against  my  will.  I  ordered  the 
crew  to  shelter  themselves  until  the  enemy  stopped  firing.  I  then 
took  the  men  to  Battery  Semmes;  could  not  get  any  farther  myself, 
having  a  chill.  I  sent  the  men  to  the  squadron  as  soon  as  I  could, 
intendiug  to  follow  as  soon  as  I  was  able.  I  hope,  sir,  this  statement 
may  meet  with  your  kind  approbation.  At  the  same  time,  hope,  when 
I  am  allowed  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  I  will  be  able  to  clear  every 
doubt  of  my  loyalty  and  willingness  to  serve  the  Confederacy  in  any 
way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  p.  Bell, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Provisional  Navy  C.  8. 

I  allowed  the  steam  to  go  down  after  I  thought  I  would  not  hear 
from  you  and  would  have  to  destroy  the  vessel. 

Flag-OflBcer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Actixig  Master  Smith,  C.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  C.  S.  8.  Torpedo. 

C.  S.  S.  Torpedo,  January  :25, 1865. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  night  before  last,  when  oti  our 
way  down  to  attack  the  enemy  (when  nearly  abreast  of  Dutch  Gap 
Canal),  that  the  Torpedo  wat^  fast  alongside  the  Virginia  ami  grounded. 
Steamer  Nanttemond  came  u])  to  try  and  haul  us  off,  but  failed.  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  T.  P.  Bell,  commanding  the  Torpedo^  ordered  me 
to  take  i)art  of  the  crew,  go  on  board  the' Nansemond,  proceed  in  the 
Nannemond  down  to  the  tlagship,  and  report  the  condition  of  the  Torpedo 
to  flag  officer,  who  ordered  me  up  with  the  gunboat  Brewry,  to  try  if 
possible  and  get  tlie  Torpedo  off.  On  arriving  close  to  Torpedo,  Captain 
Wall  furnished  me  a  hawser,  which  I  carried  to  the  Torpedo  and  made 
it  fast.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  opened  heavy  fire  upon  us  from 
Dutch  Gap.  Lieutenant-Commanding  Bell,  of  the  Torpedo,  and  all  the 
(Tcw  except  myself  and  two  men  left  the  Torpedo.  We  succeeded  in 
getting  her  off,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Drewry,  under  the  enemy's  fire. 
After  getting  her  off'  Captain  Wall,  of  the  Drewry,  sent  me  an  engineer 
and  three  men.  We  immediately  got  up  steam  ad  proceeded  on  down 
to  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant  Bell  destroyed  all  the  ammunition,  ram  torpedo,  and  sev- 
eral other  things  whilst  1  was  gone  to  the  flagship  in  the  Nanstmond, 
When  1  reached  the  squadron  I  was  furnished  with  ammunition,  ram 
torpedo,  and  such  things  as  could  be  spared.  The  crew  of  the  Torpedo^ 
hearing  of  the  Torpedo  being  saved,  came  down  to  the  batteries  at 
"-— '-»tt»B  at  1  p.  m.  yesterday  evening  and  got  on  board,  the  Torpedo 
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having  been  ordered  up  there  with  other  wooden  gnnboats  to  be  can- 
cealed  from  enemy's  monitors 

I  lost  the  gig,  the  only  boat  belonging  to  the  Ttptpedo^  but  was  fur- 
nished a  boat  [by]  Captain  Alexander.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  Torpedo 
is  not  materially  damaged,  and  that  her  crew  is  all  safe,  throagh  the 
mercies  of  Almighty  God. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  sOTvant, 

P.  W.  SBflTH^ 

Acting  Master^  Provisional  Navy  C.  *V.,  Comdg,  Qunboat  Torpedo. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Aeport  of  Acting  Kafter  Smith,  G.  8.  Havy,  of  the  C.  8. 8.  Torpedo. 

Submarine  Defknsbs, 

Chaffin^s  Bluff,  February  P,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  year  request  of  this  date,  I  hereby  state 

that  0)1  the  night  of  thelSM  of  last  month,  when  we  started  down  the 

river  we  had  two  officers  on  l>oard  the  steamer  Torpedo^  Captain  Bell 

and  myself.    Whilst  the  steamer  was  ashore  Captain  Bell  left,  so  there 

was  no  otiicer  on  board  but  myself,  until  Captain  Wall,  of  the  steamer 

Drewry, Hent  me  an  engineer  (Third  Assistant  |  Kngineer]  Jas.E.Oarlon). 

After  getting  down  to  the  flagship,  you  sent  me  another  engineer 

(Third  Assistant  [Engineer]  H.  Discher).    These  were  tlie  only  officers 

on  board  the  steamer  Torpedo  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  last  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  Smith, 
Acting  Master,  Provisional  Navy,  C.  & 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron, 


Report  of  Floet  Surgeon  Harrifon,  C.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  easualties  in  the  Jamea  Biver 

Squadron. 

C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River,  January  26^  1865. 
Sir:  The  followinf]^  is  a  correct  and  full  report  of  the  casualties 
wliich  occurred  \n  the  James  River  squadron,  during  its  operations 
afraiiist  tlio  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  the  day  and  night  of  the 
24th,  and  the  morning  of  the  2r>tli  instant. 

I  iim,  very  rosi)e<">trully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Harrison, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag  Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Comdg.  James  River  Squadron,  C.  8.  8.  Virginia,  James  River. 

No.  1.  Lieutenant  William  P.  Mason,  of  this  vessel,  wound  through 
the  fleshy  i)art  of  the  left  thigh ;  not  dangerous.  His  right  foot  was 
slightly  cut,  and  right  leg  painfully  scorched  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell. 

No,  2.  Lieutenant  Edward  Lakin,  attached  to  torpedo  boat  Scorpion, 
was  blown  overboard  by  the  explosion  of  the  steamer  Dreicry;  severely 
Ktunned  and  dangerously  contused  on  left  side  of  chest,  right  arm  and 
hand,  and  left  leg. 
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Ko.  3.  P.  W.  Smith,  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  was  knocked  down  a  hatch 
by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  and  badly  braised  about  the  head  and  back. 

No.  4.  Thos.  Ferrill,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  had  right  foot  braised 
and  burned  by  explosion  of  shell. 

No.  5.  William  Edwards,  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  but  perving  on 
board  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion,  was  blown  overboard  by  the  explo- 
sion of  the  steamer  Drewry  and  severely  contused  on  left  arm  and  leg; 
not  dangerously  hurt. 

No.  6.  David  Kinker,  first-class  boy,  of  this  vessel,  had  ankle  con- 
tused and  painfully  scorched  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  and  was 
knocked  down  fire- room  hatch  by  same;  not  dangerously  hurt. 

No.  7.  G.  M.  Bogers,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  received  small  fragment 
of  shell  in  right  cheek  and  a  cut  on  left  thumb;  slight  case. 

No.  8.  J.  G.  McDermott,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  and  severely 
bruised  on  right  side  of  neck;  left  thigh  a  good  deal  contused;  not 
serious  case. 

No.  9.  Peter  Mulina,  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  received  contusion  of 
right  thigh  and  left  ankle  by  explosion  of  a  shell;  painful,  but  not 
serious  case. 

No.  10.  J.  K.  P.  Matthews,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  was  cut  on  hand 
and  thigh  by  fragment  of  shell ;  slight  case. 

No.  11.  James  Murphy,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  on  both  legs  and 
face  by  fragments  from  the  knocking  in  of  the  stern  bulwarks  of  the 
ship  by  XY-inch  shot  from  Yankee  monitor;  not  a  serious  case. 

No.  12.  J.  N.  Teague,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  by  fragment  of 
shell  on  back  of  wrist;  not  serious  case. 

No.  13.  Bichard  Pascoe,  ship's  painter,  of  this  vessel,  cut  by  small 
fragment  of  shell  in  right  leg  and  hand;  eyes  severely  scorched  by 
explosion  of  shell ;  not  severe  case. 

No.  14.  W.  W.  Skinner,  pilot  of  steamer  Hampton^  struck  by  Mini6 
ball  in  back;  wound  slight. 

No.  15.  J.  A.  Keenan,  landsman,  of  this  vessel;  native  of  New  York; 
was  struck  and  killed  by  the  fragments  of  the  stern  bulwarks  of  the 
ship  when  knocked  in. 

No.  16.  William  Dechiso,  lirst-class  fireman,  of  this  vessel,  is  miss- 
ing: was  blown  overboard  from  torpedo  boat  Scorpion, 

No.  17.  J.  II.  Gooper,  second-class  fireman,  of  this  vessel,  is  missing; 
was  blown  overboard  from  torpedo  boat  Scorpion, 

No.  18.  T.  M.  Moody,  landsman,  of  the  steamer  Drewry^  was  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  steamer  Drewry. 

No.  19.  J.  W.  Grice,  landsman,  of  steamer  Roanoke,  was  also  blown 
up  and  killed  by  explosion  of  steamer  Drewry. 

These  last  two  men  are  reported  to  have  volunteered  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion,  which  was  aground  near  the 
steamer  Drewry,  and  had  just  reached  her  when  the  explosion  occurred. 


Beport  of  a  oooncil  of  war,  oonvenod  hy  order  of  Flaf4)ffioer  KiteheU,  C.  8.  Kavy. 

0.  8.  Ironclad  Virginia., 
Off  Battery  Dantzler,  James  River,  January  24, 1865 — 11  p.  m. 
Sir:  At  your  request  we  have  maturely  weighed  all  the  circum- 
stances now  attending  the  squadron  under  your  command.    They  are 
as  follows: 

That  we  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  its  attacking  the  enemy's 
naval  forces  in  this  river;  that  but  one  hour  of  flood  tide  yet  remains; 
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that  the  Rinokestack  and  exhaust  pipe  of  this  ship  have  beeu  so  much 
broken  <md  perforated  by  the  enemy's  projec.tiles  that  the  steam,  when 
the  engines  are  moving,  com])lete]y  fills  the  main  deck  of  tbe  ship, 
making  it  impossible  for  the  officers  and  men  to  see  to  work  the  guns, 
More<n'er,  the  wind  being  aft  in  going  down  the  river,  the  pilots  com- 
plain that  it  blinds  them  and  that  they  are  not  willing  to  risk  getting 
the  ship  through  Trent's  Reach,  for  fear  of  running  her  aground,  sub- 
jecting her  again  to  the  condition  in  which  she  was  situated  last  night 
and  this  forenoon.  They  also  complain  that  the  Drummond  light  now 
reflected  up  Trent's  Reach  by  the  enemy  is  also  another  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  safe  pilotage  of  the  squadron,  the  glare  of  this  light 
being  so  great.  They  say  that  it  is  possible  to  pilot  the  ship  up  the 
river  against  the  wind.  We  have  neither  material  nor  time  to  make 
the  repairs  to  the  smokestack  and  exhaust  pi]>e  before  the  tide  begins 
to  fall.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  against  the  enemy  having  been,  in 
our  opinion,  greatly  militated  by  the  grounding  of  this  ship  and  the 
Richmimdj  the  loss  of  the  Dreicry  and  one  pilot  torpedo  boat,  and  the 
disabling  of  another  and  of  the  gunboat  Hampton. 

The  enemy  having  been  fully  apprised  of  our  plans,  and  no  doubt 
having  been  able  by  this  time  to  make  every  preparation  to  prevent 
their  consummation,  we  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  prosecute  the  plan 
of  attacking  him  at  present. 

In  view  of  the  above  circumstances,  we  feel  compelled  to  advise  that 
the  whole  squadron  return  to  night  to  its  old  position  below  Cbaffin's 
Blufl. 

Very  respec't fully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Jno.  McIntosh  Kell, 
OommandeTy  Provisional  Navy  C.  8. 
Jno.  W.  Dunninoton, 

Limttenanij  CommantUng. 
F.  E.  Sheppebd, 

lAeuttnantj  Commanding, 
Flag-Otticer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Lilt  of  offio«n  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia. 


Rank. 


Flapofticor 

Lieiiteuant,  coiumanding 

Fla;c*liputenaiit 

S<M*<ti)«l  lieut«Dant 

Sur;{e<»n 

AHBiHtaiit  Hur^'eon 

A8HiHtaiiti>aymaHter 

MaHter 

PasBtMl  iiiidHhipmaii 

Do 

Do 

MidHliipiiiaii 

Do  

(;iii<'f  engineer 


Name. 


J.  K.  Mitchell 
J.  W.  Dunuinj^n. 
C.  J.  Graven. 
W.  P.  Maaon. 
W.  D.  HarrisoD. 
J,  K.  Movler.  I 

N.  K.  AftaniM. 
J.A.G.WilliamBOD 
P.II.(iibb8. 
H.  H.  S<ott. 
F.  M.Thomaa. 
F.  S.  Keiiriett. 
W.  S.  Davidson. 
H.  X.  Wright.         I 


Rank. 


Second  assiRtant  enffincer  . 
Tliird  aaHistant  oDj^rneor. . . 

Do 

Do 

Ganner 

Carpenter 

MaHter's  mate 

Firnt  lieutenant  (marineH) . 

Si'cretary 

Pilot 

Do 

Siisnai  officer 

Do 

Do 


Name. 


K.F.Gin. 
H.  DiMcher. 
J.  K.  Lanchome. 
J.  L.  McDonald. 
R.J.  Wibb. 
W.  R.  Jarvis. 
J.T.  Layti.D. 
T.  P.Gwvnn. 
.r.  W.Daniel. 
E.Moore. 
S.  W.  Woo<l. 
F.  A.G.  Uandv. 
D.  B.  Bradfonl. 
T.J.  Waldron. 


Kespectfully  submitted. 

Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieu tsnan t ,  Commanding, 
Flag-Otlicer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 
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lift  of  offlcen  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Bicfhmond. 


Hank. 


Conmiander 

First  lieiiteuant 

Do 

Second  lieutenant 

Passed  midshipman 

Do 

MidHbipman 

Lieutenant  (MaHne  Corps) 
Gunner 

Do 

Pilot 

Do 


I 


Name. 


J.  McI.  Eell. 
A.G.  Hudgins. 
L.  R.  Hill. 
W.  W.  Read. 
J.A.Peters. 
H.  H.  Tyson. 
KCMftcbin. 
S.  M.  Roberta. 
E.G.  Williams. 
C.  E.  Porter. 
H.  Williams. 
Chaa.  Layton. 


Rank. 


Master's  mate 

Do 

Do 

Assistant  surgeon 

Do 

First  asaistant  engineer 

Second  assistant  engineer  . . . 
Third  assistant  engineer  . . . . 

Do 

Signal  operator 

Do 


Name. 


William  McBlair. 
S.  M.  Foster. 
C.  E.  Bragdon. 
G.N.Halstead. 
O.G.Boxley. 
B.  F.  Rodman. 
M.  P.  Young. 
J.  W.  Tomliuson. 
T.J.White. 
Z.  Fearing. 
W.  H.  Seabury. 


lift  of  offlcen  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Frederiekf borg. 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 

James  River ^  February  5, 1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  oflBcers  on  board  this  ship  on  the 
23d  ultimo: 


Rank. 


Liontenant,  commanding . 

First  lieutenant 

Second  lieutenant 

Passed  midshipman 

Do 

Master's  mat© 

Do 

Do 

AssiHtant  surgeon 

Do 


Assistant  paymaster. 


Kame. 


Rank. 


Name. 


Francis  £.  Sbopperd. 
^neaa  Armstrong. 
Crawford  H.  Gormley. 
Lawrence  M.  Rootee. 
Francis  L.  Place. 
Richard  N.  Spraggins. 
William  A.  LamkTn. 
George  H.  Rootea. 
J.  P.  Lipscomb. 
Edmund  K.  Goldsbor- 

OQgh. 

Edward  McKean. 


Second  lieutenant  (C.  S.     Everard  T.  Eggleston. 
Marine  Corps.)  i 

Oanner |  James  H.  Cabill. 

Second  assistant  engineeri  Adolphas  T.  Schwartx* 

man. 
Third  assistant  engineer.!  James  E.Lacklison. 

Do William  H.Hardy. 

Do rj.E.]  Viemelson. 

Do JamesKEnth. 

Pilot ;  Lewis  Parrisb. 

Do i  Sam  ael  Barnes. 

Signal  operator Nicholas  H.  Lewis. 

Do j  LafayetteW.  Hodges. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  Shepperd, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  8., 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron, 


list  of  of&oen  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Hampton. 

C.  S.  S.  Hampton, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  5, 1865. 
List  of  officers  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  January, 
1865: 


Rank. 


Name. 


Master's  mate Lvman  Buck. 

Do '  Tnomas  Mason. 

Second  aHsistant  engineer 1  Jos.  S.  West. 


Kank. 


Name. 


I 


Third  aasietant  engineer  — ;  Jos.  Mincbener. 

Second-class  pilot |  W.  W.  Skinner. 

Signal  operator A.J.Hamil. 


Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jos.  I).  Wilson, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 
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List  of  offleen  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  NanMmoiid. 

C.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 
Jamett  Hirtr,  February  .5,  ison. 
Sir:  The  following-nmiicMl  otticerM  were  attached  t^)  this  vessel  on 
the  night  of  the  l'3d  January: 


Kauk.  NaiQc.  Rank. 


Lieutenant,  coroniandiiii^ I  Walter  R.  Butt.  Thinl  aiMistant  engineer, 

Pasaed  niidahipnian laiuea  li.  Ratolill.   ,         !)«> 

Maater'amate ,  W.  B. Littlepage.    '  Pilot 

Do '  A.W.Maaters.        I  Signal  operator i  C.S.Adani8 


Name. 


Jno.  H.  Pai  ker 
A.  V.  Rowe. 
Jamea  K.  Turner. 


1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  K.  Butt, 

Lieutenant  J  Command  inff, 
Flag-Officer  Jnu.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Lilt  of  offioen  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Beaufort 


0.  S.  S.  Beaufort, 
James  River j  February  5,  1865. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  following  named  officers  were 
on  board  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  «January  last,  viz: 


Rank.  Kamu.  I  Rank.  Name. 

Li(Mitenant,  commanding '  J.  W.  Alexandnr.  |  Acting  maHtor'H  iiiut^^ E.M. Smith. 

A MAiHtant  surgeon J,  W,  B«*lvin.  Do (tuntav us  Pouter. 

Third  afiAiAtaut  cnginiHjr W.  T.  Harding. 


Assistant  Surgeon  J.  VV.  Belvin  was  detailed  on  the  24th  January, 
and  Second-Class  Pilot  W.  H.  Carlon  joined  the  vessel  on  the  same 
day. 

Resi>ectfully,  etc., 

J.  W.  Alkxander, 

Lieu tenan t,  Commanding, 
Flag-Otticer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanditig  James  River  Squadron. 


List  of  officers,  late  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Drewry,  giving  their  present  duty. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  January  ^.5, 1865. 
SiH:  1  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  the  ofticers  and  crew  of  the 
( '.  S.  gunboat  Drcicry^  lately  under  my  command,  and  where  they  are 
at  the  present  time: 
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Name. 


W.n.Wall 

William  Smith 

L.  L.  Fo«t«r 

Lloyd  Bowdoin 

Hofmefl  Ahem 

E.  C.  Skinner 

Messrs.  Williamsou  and  Moore. 


Rank. 


Lientenant,  commanding  . 

MoNter's  mate 

..  .do 

do 

Third  a.viiRtant  en{;ine>er . 

Second-class  pilot 

Signal  operators 


Duty. 


Ordered  to  Lieut.  C  W.  Read. 
Ordered  to  steamer  Torpedo. 
Ordered  to  Lieut.  W.  L.  Bradford. 
On  board  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Do. 
Ordered  to  steamer  Beaufort. 
On  C.S.S.  Richmond. 


A^ery  respecitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  H.  Wall,  Provisional  Kavy  C.  S., 

Lieutenant^  Commandinf/. 
Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Unofficial  letter  fh>m  Second  lieutenant  Eggleston,  C.  8.  Karine  Corps,  to  Captain  Holmes, 

.C.  8.  Karine  Corps. 

0.  S.  S.  Fbedekicksbubg,  January  2G^  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Thinking  that  you  may  feel  some  interest  in  the 
late  movement  of  the  squadron,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
what  we  did  and  the  cause  of  our  return. 

We  got  underway  at  G:30  p.  m.  Monday  last,  and  proceeded  down 
the  river  [James],  passing  the  upper  end  of  Dutch  Gap  at  10-30  i).  m. 
This  vessel,  with  the  Hampton  in  tow,  leading,  the  Virginia,  and  Kanse- 
mond  next,  followed  by  the  Richmond  and  Brewry  in  the  same  order. 
It  was  a  most  complete  surprise.  The  first  picket  that  fired  at  us  was 
at  the  foot  of  Signal  Hill;  the  first  heavy  gun  was  opposite  Dutch  Gap, 
We  had  to  anchor  twice  above  the  Yankee  obstructions  to  wait  for  the 
other  vessels,  and  having  cut  away  some  spars  we  passed  safely 
through  their  obstructions  at  1: 15  a.  m.  and  came  to  anchor  some  400 
yards  below,  to  wait  for  the  other  vessels,  Uj)  to  this  time  everything 
had  gone  on  finely;  none  of  their  mortar  or  rifled  shot  had  d<me  any 
dama<ie,  and  we  were  anxiously  looking  for  the  Virginia.  All  felt  cer- 
tain that  daylight  would  find  us  at  Harrison's  Bar,  busy  sinking 
obstructions,  with  the  river  open  behind  us.  Every  officer  and  man 
seemed  to  appreciate  the  im])ortance  of  the  end  to  be  attained,  and  all 
seemed  promi)ted  to  do  everything  in  their  power.  We  waited  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  our  captain  (Shepperd)  sent  up  and  found  the 

Virginia^  Richmond,  and  Drewry  hard  aground,  with  the  tide  falling. 
We  were  ordered  to  come  up  and  lay  by  to  render  assistance.  We 
came  up  and  anchored  Just  above  the  Virginia.  The  enemy  had  opened 
on  us  from  four  mortar  batteries  and  several  rifled  guns,  and  were  get- 
ting our  ran^e  pretty  well,  but  up  to  daylight  no  damage  was  done. 
About  daylight  a  double- turreted  monitor  came  up  to  within  900  yards 
ot*  the  Virginia  and  opened  on  her  with  XV  and  XI  inch  guns.  Their 
land  batteries  of  200  and  100- pounder  Parrotts  also  opened  with  their 
mortars,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  pieces  of  field  artillery  (20  and  30  pounder 
Parrotts).  She  was  struck  beween  125  and  160  times,  but  the  only  ones 
that  did  any  damage  were  two  XV-inch.  One  struck  just  above  and 
to  the  right  of  the  after  port  on  the  port  side,  driving  in  the  shield 
from  the  to])  of  the  port  to  the  spar  dei:k.  The  shield  bad  6  inches  of 
iron  and  28  inches  of  old  field  pine.  This  shot  killed  1  and  wounded  7, 
Another  struck  amidships  on  the  port  side,  driving  in  some  2  feet  of 

'  e  plating  and  the  woodwork. 
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Two  100  pounder  Parrotts  struck  on  tlie  Kpar  deck,  cracking  one  of 
the  lai'gest  beams;  besides  tbis  there  was  very  little  damage  done. 

The  J)rewry  was  blown  up  by  a  mortar  shell  about  S  a.  m.  Tuesday 
morning;  only  2  men  were  killed.  The  Iiichmond  sustained  little  or  no 
damage.  The  greatest  damage  this  vessel  sustained  was  from  a  200- 
pounder  Parrott  that  struck  on  the  fantail  forward  and  cut  our  anchor 
chain,  «nd  the  jar,  it  is  sup]>osed,  started  her  leaking.  We  got  under- 
way Tuesday  evening,  but  found  the  Vinjinia^H  exhaust  pipe  and 
smokestack  were  so  riddled  as  to  fill  the  gun  deck  with  smoke  and 
steam,  which  was  the  cause  of  our  returning. 

The  whole  blame  rests  with  the  two  pilots  of  the  Virginia.  As  it 
afterwards  turned  out,  there  was  only  one  monitor  above  City  Point. 
It  is  reported  that  we  will  go  down  again  this  evening;  if  so,  we  can 
hardly  hope  for  so  few  obstacles;  but  if  we  go  at  all,  it  should  be  before 
they  have  time  to  collect  a  large  fleet. 

The  marines  were  landed  once  to  meet  a  reported  a<lvancing  line  of 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  but  we  could  not  discover  any. 

We  might  have  done  something  that  would  have  had  a  great  effect 
but  for  those pilots  (I  omit  the  adjective  from  motives  of  charity). 

Trusting  for  better  luck  next  time,  and  with  kind  regards  to  Captain 
Wilson,  Messrs.  Cameron,  Crenshaw,  and  all  enquiring  friends,  I  remain, 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

E.  T.  Egglbston. 

Captain  Gborob  Holmes, 

Camp  Beall. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Departmrnt,  January  24^  1805. 
Proceed  to  Hamptcm  Koads  without  delay  and  report  for  duty  tbere. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/. 
Captain  A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Roanoke^  Point  Lookout. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  JL^f,  1SG5 — S  p.  m. 

(Received  8: 10  p.  ni.; 
Until  all  is  secure  here  I  can  not  leave  for  Wilmington.     It  will  be 
Thursday  morning  at  tlie  earliest  before  I  can  leave. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieu  ten  a  u  t-  (icuvra  I. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Asttistant  Seci'etary  of  the  Navy. 


(Tele^rrain.] 

Navy  Department,  January  L>4j  1865. 
Have  a  good  steamer  to  take  Lieutenant-General  (irant  and  myself 
to  Cai)e  Fear,  to  be  ready  Thursday  morning. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
AHsintant  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard^  Norfolk ^  Va. 
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[TelegnuB.] 

City  IPoint,  January  J24, 1865. 

(Heceived  9:50  p.  m.) 
If  the  weather  holds  dry  I  want  to  go  to  Fort  Fisher  as  soon  as  jios- 
sible,  so  as  to  be  here  whenever  the  roads  admit  of  troops  moving. 

If  it  should  rain,  a  day  or  two  would  uot  make  any  diiierence.    I 
should  particularty  like  you  to  go  with  me,  however. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant'  General, 
Captain  Fox. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Westj  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  naval 
station  at  Beaufort^  N.  0.,  regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

Naval  Station, 
Beaufortj  N.  0.,  January  21^  1865. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee  arrived  last  evening  from  New  York  with 
orders  to  report  to  you.  Having  encountered  heavy  weather  and  great 
difficulty  with  her  steering  gear,  she  will  require  some  three  to  four  days 
for  repairs  and  coaling,  when  she  will  proceed  to  join  you  at  Wilming- 
ton. I  send  enclosed  a  copy  of  additional  numbers  allotted  to  vessels 
received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  Magaw,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Lenapee.  The  coal  vessels  are  on  their  way  down,  and  all  orders  are 
being  carried  out  tis  rapidly  as  our  force  permits.  I  hope  to  have  the 
ordnance  steamer  Chase  and  schooners  Mason  and  ilf.  i&U.  Henderson 
on  their  way  to  morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 
Lieutenant' Commander^  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant' Commander  Barnes  J  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  military 
affairs  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

U.  13.  S.  Bat, 
Off  Western  Bar^  January  34,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  reached  Georgetown,  [S.  C],  this  forenoon,  and  found 
there  the  State  of  Georgia^  Commander  Fabius  Stanly,  senior  oflicer; 
Mingo,  Nipsie,  and  Ethan  Allen.  The  Tuscarora  Wds  hourly  expected 
from  Port  Royal.  I  received  from  Commander  Stanly  the  enclosed 
communication  from  General  Sherman,  and  returned  without  delay 
with  it  to  this  point. 

The  Mingo,  Commander  Creighton,  goes  inside  of  Winyah  Bay  to-day, 
and  the  port  of  Georgetown  will  thus  be  etfectually  closed  to  blockade 
runners  by  an  inside  blockade. 

Commander  Creighton  informs  me  that  he  left  Broad  River,  touch- 
ing at  Hilton  Head  yesterday.  General  Sherman  was  then  at  Hilton 
Head,  an<l  bis  army  variously  <li8tributed  with  a  view  to  the  capture  of 
Branchville,  |S.  C.l,  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  other  places  in  South  Carolina; 
that  he  expressed  nis  intention  of  laying  waste  most  of  South  Carolina 
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before  approaching  Charleston.  [F.  P.]  Blair's  (•x>rp8  was  at  Pocotaligo; 
[J.  P.]  Hatch's  at  Garden's  Corner,  or  thereabouts.  Branch ville  was 
reported  heavily  fortified  and  defended  by  a  large  army;  a  heavy  dgbt 
was  anticipated  in  taking  the  place.  A  feint  was  to  be  made,  which  it 
was  thought  would  draw  Hardee's  attention  toward  Augusta.  Lee  has 
sent  large  reinforcements  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  It  was  stated 
also  that  some  of  our  troops  had  landed  at  Bull's  Bay,  but  nothing 
definite  seemed  to  be  known  of  it.  None  of  the  oflScers  had  heard  of 
any  projected  movement  by  which  Sherman  would  touch  at  Georgetown, 
and  Commander  Creighton  seemed  very  confident  that  he  knew  all  the 
contemplated  movements. 

The  monitor  Montauk  left  Hilton  Head  to  join  you  yesterday.  The 
State  of  Georgia  was  under  orders  to  report  to  you  for  a  supply  of  XV- 
inch  shell.  1  shall  continue  to  cruise  under  my  orders,  touching  off 
Georgetown  occasionally  for  any  other  communication  which  may  be 
there  for  you,  and  give  some  attention  to  Little  River  and  Shallotte 
inlets. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe^licnt  servant, 

John  S.  Bakmbs, 
Lieutenant-Commander  J  Commanding  Bat. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  V.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S. 
Nai>yy  regarding  measures  for  the  protection  ofNeir  Berne. 

NoBTH  Atlantic  Squadbon, 
U,  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  24^  1865. 
SiB:  I  have  ordered  the  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyi'il  to  report  to 
you.    You  will  keep  her  at  New  Berne  and  blow  up  if  she  attempts  to 
come  down. 

I  have  also  ordered  three  or  four  double-enders  to  proceed  to  New 
Berne  to  protect  the  place.    They  are  to  remain  at  New  Berne. 
Re8p(^ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  /Sounds  of  North  ('arolina. 


Letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb^ 
U.  S.  Nary,  in  response  to  his  request  for  a  Parrott  rifle. 

North  Atlantic  Sqxtadbon, 
U,  8.  Flagship  Malt>ern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  iH,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  20th  instant,  requesting  that  a  30-ponnder  Par- 
rott rifle  be  sent  to  you  for  your  vessel,  has  been  received. 

J  have  repudiated  the  Parrott  guns  altogether,  but  have  written  to 
tlie  Bureau  of  Ordnance  requesting  that  two  20.pounder  brass  Dahlgren 
rifles  be  sent  to  you. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porteb, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Cofnmander  Macambj  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  urgent  need  of 
additional  vesfeU/or  the  protection  of  New  Berne  and  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Off  New  Berne,  A.  C,  January  ^4, 1665. 
Admiral  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  19th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  1  have  this  day  arrived 
at  New  Berne  with  this  vessel,  leaving  the  Mattabesett,  Valley  City, 
Ceres,  and  Lockwood  with  the  tugs  at  Plymouth. 

We  have  now  at  New  Berne  the  Shamrock,  Wyalusing,  and  Commo- 
dore Hull, 

As  yet  there' have  beeii  no  signs  of  an  attack,  nor  do  the  authorities 
here  seem  to  expect  one.  I  am  only  fearful  that  instea<l  of  moving  on 
this  place  the  enemy  may  attack  J*Iymouth  in  my  absence  while  we  are 
so  shorthanded  there. 

This  brings  up  again  a  subject  on  which  I  have  si)oken  before,  i.  e., 
the  necessity  of  having  more  vessels  sent  to  this  district.  As  it  is  now 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  the  Commodore  Hull  and  Lockwood  north  for 
repairs,  both  these  vessels  having  been  repeatedly  condemned  by  sur- 
veys, and  only  kept  out  here  l>ecan8e  we  could  not  spare  them.  The 
consequence  is  they  are  both  almost  entirely  broken  down.  The  Hull 
has  been  at  work  a  month  patching  her  boiler,  and  the  other  day,  when 
she  pumped  the  water  into  it,  it  was  as  bad  as  ever,  and  they  had  to 
go  to  work  again.  Even  without  the  loss  of  these  vessels  I  waB  very 
short-handed,  but  now  that  they  are  useless,  should  the  enemy  make 
any  movement  in  this  part  of  the  State  I  would  be  unable  to  oppose  him 
as  I  should  in  all  the  sounds  and  rivers  of  this  district.  I  have  not 
even  vessels  enough  to  take  care  of  both  sounds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Comdr.,  Comdg,  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  2:\,  ISO'} — 7 p.  m. 

*  (Received  8  p.  m.) 
I  will  wait  at  Hampton  Roads  until  Friday  for  yon.     Shall  not  start 
from  here  until  10  p.  m.  to-morrow  evening,  unless  you  say  you  can 
not  go. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenan  t-  Gen  rral, 
Hon.  (;.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telej^rani.J 

Navy  Department,  January  25, 1865. 
Has  the  Rhode  Island  returned  f    She  will  be  wanted  Friday  morning 
at  8  a.  ni.  for  General  Grant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
'^tnmodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Thatcher^  U.  8, 
Xary^  commanding  U.  S.  iV.  Colorado,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Next 
York. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  25^  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  lionorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  New  York  and  report  to  him  by  letter  from 
there  upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear 'A  dmiral. 
Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U,  IS.  S.  Colorado,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nar>y,  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  H.  S.  Wabash,  to  proceed  with  that  veasel  to  Boston, 

Gape  Fear  River,  January  25^  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  report  to  him  by  letter 
upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1>.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Xai^y,  to  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8,  Minnesota,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Portsmouth,  V.  H, 

Cape  Fear  Hiykr,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  lionorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  and  report  to  him  by 
letter  upon  your  arrival. 

X'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  S,  8*  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Virgijiia. 


[Telej^raiii.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Hermudii  Hundred,  via  City  Point,  January  i^5,  1865. 

(lieceived  1 :  20  j).  m.,  January  28.) 
Admiral  Porter  has  ordered  the  Massasoit,  Hunchback,  and  8puyten 
Duyril  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.     In  view  of  the  difficulties  here  1  have 
retained  them,     (iencriil  (Jraham  wants  boats  to  land  troops  at  i'agan 
Creek.     I  have  asked  Commodore  Lanman  to  furnish  them. 

Wm.  Badford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Cm.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Order  of  Kear-Admiral  Porter ^  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmoughj  U.  8,  Navy^  to  forward  a  copy  of  signals  used  by  Lieutenant 
Cushing, 

Gave  Feab  Biyer,  January  25, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  send  me  a  copy  of  the  signals  used  by  Lieutenant 
Cushing  to  entice  blockade  runners  in. 

Y'ou  will  have  Bald  Head  light  lit  every  night  and  detjiil  a  special 
party  tx)  attend  to  it. 

liespectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear '  Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  Kansas^  off  Smithville, 


Instructions  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter ^  U,  S.Navy,  to  Commander  Clitz, 
U.  8,  Navy^  in  relation  to  blockade  runners  and  prizes. 

Cape  Fear  Biver,  January  25^  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  have  the  guns  on  the  Mound  put  in  order,  loaded,  and 
pointed  across  the  channel  seaward  to  fire  on  a  blockade  runner  that 
may  come  in  and  attempt  to  go  out  again.  This  must  be  done  at  once; 
a  crew  placed  at  the  guns  every  night  and  an  intelligent  oflicer  to 
attend  to  the  lights. 

Besides  the  range  lights  yon  must  keep  on  shore  a  red  and  white 
light,  which  must  be  shown  at  the  foot  of  the  Mound,  white  above  the 
red,  until  we  can  get  the  night  signals,  and  also  wave  a  white  light 
twice  from  the  foot  of  the  Mound  as  the  stranger  comes  in.  An  armed 
tug  will  be  kept  in  readiness  every  night  at  sunset  and  report  to  you. 
You  will  have  a  boat's  crew  and  an  officer  in  whom  you  can  repose  con- 
fidence to  take  charge  if  a  prize  comes  in.  Push  alongside  and  board 
her  and  take  possession.  If  she  attempts  to  escape  the  Mound  will 
open  fire  on  her  and  so  will  the  tug. 

When  your  boat  boards  the  prize,  draw  upon  the  quarter-deck  every 
man  belonging  to  our  boats  and  don't  permit  one  of  them  to  go  below. 
Place  an  officer  in  chargeof  engine  room  and  over  the  holds  with  orders 
to  shoot  anyone  attempting  to  take  anything  belonging  to  the  ship, 
and  he  will  without  hesitation  shoot  any  person  belonging  to  the  prize 
who  attempts  to  throw  anything  overboard  or  attempts  to  injure  the 
vessel  or  property  in  her  in  any  way.  As  soon  as  possible  put  marines 
on  board.  Take  away  all  the  liquor  from  passengers  and  lock  it  up. 
If  they  are  unruly  place  them  in  irons. 

I  look  to  you  now  to  see  these  orders  carried  out  to  the  letter,  and 
place  any  officer  under  arrest  who  attempts  to  take  the  slightest  article 
out  of  the  i)rize.  Immediately  on  boarding,  place  all  the  passengers  below 
and  place  a  sentry  over  tliem  while  you  search  for  papers.  I  don't  intend 
any  su(!li  disgraceful  scene  shall  occur  again  under  my  command  as 
occurred  on  tiie  last  occasion,  and  I  look  to  you  to  see  that  my  orders 
are  strictly  carried  out, 

Beport  to  me  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  that  the  guns  on  the  Mound  are  all 
ready  for  service  and  loaded,  and  the  crews  detailed  for  them.  Any- 
thing you  can  think  of  to  help  the  matter  let  me  know. 

An  engineer  should  always  go  on  the  night  picket  to  aid  in  case  his 
knowledge  is  required.  The  engineer  will  at  once  jump  to  the  engine 
room  and  look  out  for  the  cocks,  and  see  that  no  tricks  are  played.    He 


700        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

will  bf»  armed,  and  shoot  any  engineer,  Areman,  or  coal  heaver  who  may 
attempt  to  injure  the  ve«8el  while  in  onr  possession. 
None  of  the  vessels  lying  in  the  river  are  to  show  any  lights  at  night 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

( 'O m  m av di mj  OHreola, 


Oapture  of  the  British  ttteamer  Blenheim^  Janury  25^  18€5. 
Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadbcin, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern^  Cape  Fear  River,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  blockade  runner 
Blenheim,  from  Nassau.    She  came  in  here  last  night,  supposing  tbe 
place  had  not  been  taken,  and  fell  into  our  hands. 
She  has  an  assorted  cargo  of  blankets,  shoes,  hats,  etc;. 
I  will  send  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portbb, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hinyt^m,  J),  C, 


Report  cf  Acting  Volunteer  lieatenant  Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommandiag  V.  8.  8.  Triftram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
January,  18(>r>,  I  boarded  with  a  prize  crew  and  took  possession  of  the 
steamer  Blenheim,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo  and  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade. 

At  the  time  of  capture  she  had  anchored  oft'  the  Mound  battery, 
and  no  one  on  board  was  aware  of  the  capture  of  this  phice  by  our 
forces.  At  the  time  of  boarding  they  were  endeavoring  to  get  the  ves- 
sel underway.  A  boat  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg  boarded  her  about 
five  minutes  after  my  boat. 

Very  respec^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  M.  Green, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Command inq. 

Hear  Admiral  David  1).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantir.  Squadron. 


Eoport  of  Acting  Mister  Oelett,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  liL'an. 

U.  S.  S.  Lilian, 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  Janu/try  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  1  beg  leave  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cip- 
cumstances  attending  the  capture  of  tlie  blockade  runner  BUmhm 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  LT),  18()5: 
At  daylight  perceived  a  strange  stc^amer  anchored  inside  the 
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iiTimediately  proceeded  on  board,  and  on  my  arrival  found  a  boat  from 
the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandyj  which  had  boarded  her  a  few  minutes 
previously.  Being  the  senior  officer  present  on  lioard,  I  immediately 
took  charge  of  her  till  a  prize  master  from  the  (J.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy 
and  a  guard  of  marines  from  the  flagship  arrived.  The  Lilian  was  about 
tbree-fburths  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  prize,  lying  at  anchor,  being 
the  nearest  ship  to  the  Blenlmm^  except  the  D.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy. 
Very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  S.  Gelett, 
Acting  Master,  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  (J. 


Report  of  Acting  Eniign  Saada,  U.  8.  NaTj,  U.  8.  8.  Oettyiboig,  olaiming  a  ihare  of  the  prize* 

U.  8.  8.  Gettysburg, 
New  Inletf  Sorth  Carolinay  January  ^0*,  1865. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  at  early  daylight  I,  being  officer  of  the  deck, 
perceived  a  strange  steamer  within  the  bar,  and  at  once  notified  Acting 
Master  Dahlgren  thereof.  We  lowered  a  boat  at  once,  which  was  the 
second  boat  to  board  her,  and  but  a  few  minutes  after  the  boat  from  the 
Tristram  Shandy.  We  had  steam  up  at  the  time,  a)id  could  have  been 
underway  as  soon  as  the  Blenheim  herself,  and  therefore  we  claim  a  share 
in  her  as  assisting  in  the  capture. 

In  the  absence  of  the  commanding  officer  pro  tem..  Acting  Master 
Dahlgren,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  this  statement. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

F.  P.  B.  Sands, 
Acting  Ensign,  U.  S»  S.  Gettysburg, 
Commodore  J.  M.  B.  CUTZ, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  tf .  Vavy,  to  Commander  OUti,  U.  8.  HaTj,  oommanding  TJ.  8. 8. 
Osceola,  to  famiih  lift  of  veisels  entitled  to  a  ihare  in  the  prixe. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Fla^shifp  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  26, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  send  in  to  me  a  list  of  those  vessels  you  consider 
entitled  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the  Blenheim. 

1  want  the  names  of  only  those  who  could  have  assisted  and  pre- 
vented the  prize  from  going  to  sea  and  escaping. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Commander  Clita.  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  liit  of  venela  entitled  to  ihare  in  the  prise. 

U.  8.  8.  Osceola, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  26, 1865. 
»4i,:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  to-day  I  have  to  state 
^  the  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  the 
4i  prize  steamer  Blenheim,  viz : 
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U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg^  U.  8. 8.  Osceola,  U.  8.  8.  LUian,  U.  8.  8.  Tristram 
Shandy,  U.  8. 8.  Britannia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtek, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  tiquadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Swu>Adxniral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieatenant  Smith,  U.  8.  Nayy,  to  proeaod  to  Kfw 
York  in  oommand  of  priie  itaamer  BlenheiiiL 

North  Atlantic  8quadbon, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern^  January  27,  1805. 
Sir:  Yon  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw,  and  yon 
will  assume  command  of  the  prize  steamer  Blenheim  and  proceed  with 
her  to  New  York  and  deliver  her  to  the  prize  commissioners,  taking 
their  receipt  for  the  same,  and  report  her  to  the  district  jud^e. 

After  performing  this  daty  yon  will  report  to  the  Navy  Department 
for  orders. 

Bespectfolly,  etc.,  David  D.  Pobi^eb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieatenant  B.  P.  8mith,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy^ 
to  proceed  to  the  Navy  Department  as  a  member  of  a  board. 

Navy  Deparment,  January  25, 1865. 
8ir:  The  Department  desires  yon,  so  soon  as  you  have  finished  oper- 
ations in  Cape  Fear  River  and  can  be  spared  therefrom,  to  report  at 
the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Navy  Department,  as  a  member  of  a  naval 
board,  of  which  Vice- Admiral  Farragut  will  act  as  president. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads^  Virginia. 


Navy  Department,  January  26, 1865. 
We  shall  be  with  you  in  the  morning  (Friday).     Please  be  ready  to 
take  us  to  Cape  Fear  and  back. 

a.  V.  Fox, 
Asswtant  Secretary. 

Commander  8.  D.  Trenchard,  \J.  8.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Hampton  Roads. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        703 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  U,  8,  Navy,  to  Lietitenant  Gushing^  U,  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Monticello,  to  cruise  for  blockade  runners. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  January  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  southward  of  the  West- 
ern Har  to-oiglit,  down  along  the  coast  near  Folly  Inlet,  New  River,  and 
Sballotte  Inlet,  and  see  if  you  can  pick  up  any  blockade  runners. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

RearAdmiraL 
Lieutenant  W.  B.  CrsHlNG, 

Commanding  MoniUrUo. 


[Telejrniiii.] 


Fort  Monroe,  January  27, 1865, 

(Received  11 :  15  a.  m.) 
The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desired  me  to  say  that  Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant  and  himself  sailed  by  the  Rhode  Island  at  10  a.  in. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore  and  8enior  Officer,  etc. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January 27, 1865. 

(Received  1  p.  in.) 
I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch,  dated  City  Point,  Jan- 
uary 27,  1866,  from  Commodore  William  Radford: 

It  18  reported  that  an  expedition  of  torpedo  boats  is  fitting  out,  three  in  Jones 
Creek  and  one  in  Sniithfield  Creek,  nearly  opposite  Newport  News. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore  and  8enior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telefcrain.] 

Washington,  [January  27, 1865]. 
If  practicable,  fit  out  and  dispatch  an  expedition  to  capture  or  destroy 
the  torpedo  boats  reported  to  be  in  Jones  Creek.    If  not  practicable, 
take  all  proper  measures  to  guard  against  disaster  to  our  vessels. 

GiDBON  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Jos.  Lanman, 
Commanding  U.  8. 8.  Minnesota  a^d  8enior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Tele^nm.] 

F0BTBB8S  MoNROS,  Va.,  January  27,  1S65 — 1  p.  m. 
I  am  organizing  a  party  to  proceed  by  laanclies  and  attack    tbe 
torpedo  boats  or  to  blockade  the  month  of  the  creeks. 

JO8KPH   LiA?(XAX. 

Hon.  (riuKON  Wbllbk, 

Hecreiary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  January  27,  1865. 

(Received  0:15  p.  m.) 
The  Roanoke  has  arrived.     I  have  ordered  her  to  Newport  News. 
Two  tags  and  three  boats  have  gone  under  command  of  Lieatenant 
M.  H.  Stuyvesant  also.    The  A.  /).  Vance  just  arrived  and  will  return 
to  Newport  News. 

Joseph  Lankan, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Hon.  Sbcbktaby  of  thb  Navy. 


[Tel«>frrani.] 

January  27, 1866. 
Deserters  report  that  a  ])arty  of  500  men,  supposed  to  be  a  torpedo 
gang,  are  in  motion.     Last  seen   between   Drewry's  Bluff  and  the 
Howlett   house,  on  the  Petersburg  turnpike,  and    moving   toward 
Petersburg. 

Wm.  liADFORD, 

Commodore. 
Ooniniander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  S.  Mendota,  near  Aiken^s  Landingj  James  River. 


[Telejfrain.l 

January  27,  1865. 
(Caution  the  vessels  in  York  River  to  guard  against  torpedo  boats 
and  surprise  boarding  ]>arties. 

Wm.  JIadfobd, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant  IF.  B.  Kumsey, 

Care  of  Captain  Berrien,  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk^  Va. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral   l^orier,  r.  S.  Navy,  regard intj  the  di^tpositian^of 
rcHseh  of  hin  commend. 

Spe(^iai.  Orders,  ^  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

>  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River, 

No.  12.  )  January  27,  1865. 

The  following  will  be  the  disposition  of  the  vessels  until  further 
orders,  after  this  date: 

The  Tacony,  UnadlUa,  and  Huron  will   move  up  and  take  position 
right  abreast  of  each  other,  Just  out  of  gunshot  of  Fort  Anderson^  which 
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18  on  the  left  hand  going  up  the  river,  and  aboat  4  miles  distant  from 
here. 

The  Tacony  will  lie  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  the  Huron  and 
Unadilla  will  lie  on  either  side  of  the  channel  abreast  of  her,  about  160 
yards  from  the  Tcuiony.  The  Pequot  will  then  move  up  and  lie  below 
the  Unadilla,  while  the  station  of  the  monitor  will  be  below  the  Tacony , 
as  close  as  she  can  safely  lie. 

The  foar  vessels  mentioned  will  have  charge  of  the  picket  duty  and 
take  it  turn  about  every  night.  The  picket  launch  and  one  tug  will  be 
sent  ahead  of  the  picket  vessels  after  dark.  The  tug  will  lie  at  anchor, 
with  steam  up,  showing  no  lights,  and  with  chain  buoyed  and  ready  to 
slip.  The  picket  launch  will  lie  alongside  of  her  and  run  out  ahead 
now  and  then  to  make  observations. 

One  of  the  picket  vessels  on  watch  will  send  a  boat  with  muffled  oars, 
and  armed,  to  lie  alongside  of  the  tug,  which  boat  will  pull  about  inshore 
and  above  the  tug,  to  see  if  the  rebels  are  prowling  around  in  boats. 

I  have  only  to  say  that  the  crews  of  any  rebel  boats  attempting  to 
set  torpedoes  must  be  summarily  dealt  with  on  the  spot.  They  must 
be  shot. 

In  case  of  anything  like  a  boat  being  seen  coming  down,  the  picket 
launch  will  fire  into  it  with  grape,  and  fall  back  on  the  tug,  firing  as 
she  falls  back,  and  showing  a  light,  for  fear  the  tug  may  fire  on  her. 
The  picket  armed  boat  will  push  ahead,  covered  by  the  picket  boat  and 
tug,  and  endeavor  to  capture  the  rebel  boat,  taking  care  not  to  chase 
onshore  or  run  the  risk  of  getting  aground  under  the  fort. 

This  will  be  the  order  of  picket  duty,  as  we  ascend  the  river  from 
fort  to  fort,  if  it  is  determined  to  do  so. 

After  the  above-mentioned  vessels  are  in  the  positions  assigned  them, 
the  Iosco  will  get  underway  and  anchor  in  line  with  the  Tacony,  ana 
below  the  monitor,  in  close  order,  and  the  Sassacus,  Ma^kinawj  Paw- 
tv^et,  Yantie,  Seneca,  and  Maumee  will  anchor  in  line  with  the  Iosco, 

The  Fontoosuc^  Osceola,  Shawmut,  and  Chippewa,  for  the  present,  will 
lie  in  as  close  as  tbey  can  to  the  dismantled  fort  near  by  us,  and  pre- 
vent the  euemy  from  bringing  in  artillery. 

Two  of  the  vessels  will  get  a  cross  fire  on  it  and  the  others  will  lie 
abreast  of  the  fort. 

The  watchword  of  the  picket  boats  will  be  the  name  of  the  gunboat 
on  picket  duty,  and  when  hailed  the  boats  will  answer  immediately.  If 
they  do  not  answer  on  the  second  hail,  they  must  be  fired  into.  No 
boats  will  be  out  of  any  of  the  vessels  in  the  advanced  line  after  dark, 
except  on  important  duty,  and  then  the  watchword  must  be  obtained 
to  avoid  accidents. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiral,  Oamma/nding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watrnough,  V.  S,  Navy,  regarding  arrangements  for  repairs  to  vessels 
at  Smithville. 

Oapb  Fear  River,  January  27, 1865. 
Sir:  I  wish  to  establish  a  place  for  the  repairs  of  vessels,  boats,  etc., 
and  Smithville  is  the  most  convenient.    We  will  want  a  good,  heavy 
dock,  at  least  80-feet  wide,  running  out  into  deep  water.    If  you  can 
N  w  R— VOL  11 45 
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find  the  pile  driver  the  rebels  used  at  Fort  Caswell,  we  can  go  to  work 
and  bnild  a  dock.  Yoa  can  hire  carpenters  at  $2.50  per  day  to  do 
any  work  needed  for  the  squadron ;  also  blacksmiths  and  joiners.  I  will 
be  at  Smithville  in  a  day  or  two;  in  the  meantime  obtain  the  names  of 
all  the  mechanics  in  the  town  and  get  together  and  hold  ail  blacksmith 
material  and  an^^thing  else  that  may  be  required  for  naval  purposes. 
Eespectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Gomma/nding  Kansas^  off  Smithville,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons^  U.  8.  JVotjy,  transmit- 
ting report  regarding  the  raising  of  the  Confederate  torpedo  boat  in  the 
James  River y  January  J27y  1865. 

TJ.  8.  S.  BUTAW, 
James  River,  Virginia,  January  28, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  27th,  detailing  Acting  Ensign 
Thomas  Morgan  for  special  duty  for  the  purpose  of  getting  afloat  the 
rebel  torpedo  boat  aground  above  the  obstructions,  I  very  respectfully 
report  to  you  that  Acting  Ensign  Morgan  performed  that  duty  saccess- 
ftally,  having  reported  the  torpedo  boat  alongside  this  vessel.  At  11 :  ;iO 
p.  m.  the  same  night  Mr.  Morgan  performed  this  duty  with  the  launch 
of  this  ship,  accompanied  by  11  men  as  a  boat's  crew. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  prompt  and  zealous  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Morgan  has  performed  this  and  other  more  arduous 
duties  during  the  last  few  days.    I  respectfully  forward  to  you  the 
report  of  Acting  Ensign  Morgan. 
Eespectfhlly,  etc., 

J.  W.  Simmons, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding,  pro  tern. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  8.  Mendota  and  tknior  Officer  Present. 

[Enclosure.  J 

(I.  S.  S.  EUTAW, 

James  River,  Virginia,  January  28, 1865. 
Sm :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  27th  instant,  detailing  me  for 
the  special  duty  of  getting  atioat  the  abandoned  rebel  torpeSo  boat 
aground  above  the  obstructions,  I  very  respectfully  report  that,  every 
facility  being  aflbrded  nie  by  the  commanding  officer  of  this  ship,  Act- 
ing Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  I  immediately  had  the  launch  fitted 
out  with  such  articles  as  1  thought  I  should  need,  selecting  a  crew  of 
11  men.  At  7  p.  ni.  1  left  this  ship,  passed  through  the  obstructions, 
and  arrived  alongside  the  rebel  torpedo  boat  about  8  p.  m.  Finding  her 
hard  aground,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  get  her  afloat  and  succeeded 
in  doing  so,  and  rei)as8ed  the  obstructions  on  my  return  to  the  fleet 
about  10:30  p.  m.  At  11 :30  p.  m.  1  arrived  alongside  this  ship  with 
the  rebel  torpedo  boat  in  tow  and  reported  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Simmons,  commanding.  On  arriving  alongside  the  torpedo  boat 
1  found  but  little  water  in  her  and  the  boat,  ai)})arently  uninjured,  con- 
taining two  engines,  ajiparently  in  good  working  order;  also  two  per- 
cussion torpedoes,  apparently  ready  for  immediate  use;  also  about  20 
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bags  containing  coal.  The  boat  is  abont  40  feet  in  length  and  about 
6  feet  beam.  I  take  pleasure  iu  bearing  testimony  to  the  exemplary 
manner  in  which  the  boat's  crew  conducted  themselves  during  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Morgan, 
Acting  Ensign^  U.  8.  Navy, 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  V,  8,  8.  Mendota  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Henderson^  U.  8.  Navy^  transmitting  drawings 
of  the  Confederate  torpedo  launch  raised^  January  27^  1865. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 
James  River^  Virginia^  January  31^  1865. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  enclose  a  sketch*  of  the  rebel  torpedo 
launch  now  in  use  as  a  tender  to  this  vessel,  and  also  of  the  two  torpe- 
does and  arrangements  of  percussion  fuzes  with  which  they  were  fitted. 
The  machinery  of  the  boat  consists  of  two  oscillating  condensing 
engines  of  7  inches  diameter  of  cylinder  and  6  inches  length  of  stroke, 
of  admirable  workmanship,  and  so  arranged  that  one  person  can  man- 
age both  engine  and  boiler  with  the  greatest  facility. 
The  boiler  is  of  the  ordinary  tubular  variety  and  very  tight. 
She  has  fair  speed  tor  a  boat  of  her  kind,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  she  was  built.    The  steering  gear  is  forward,  but 
there  are  no  arrangements  for  permanently  living  on  board. 

Her  length  is  46  feet,  beam  amidships  6  feet  3  inches,  and  depth  3 
feet  9  inches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Henderson, 

Chief  Engineer^  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Ord,  U.  8.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  a  detail  of  officers  for  the  command  of  army  gunboats  in  the 
rivers. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  field,  January  28, 1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  three  naval  officers  may  be  detailed 
to  report  to  me  to  command  army  gunboats  serving  in  this  depart- 
ment on  the  James  and  other  rivers.    Officers  young  and  efficient  are 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  Ord, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


*  This  drawing  is  substantiaHy  the  same  as  that  of  the  C.  8.  torpedo  boat  Squib, 
shown  in  Series  I,  volome  9,  p.  602. — Compilers. 
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r  Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  28,  1865. 
Your  action  in  detaining  vessels  is  approved. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Eadford, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironaidesj  Bermuda  Hundred,  via  City  Point. 


Special  order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8,  'Navy,  regarding  measures 
against  attack  by  torpedo  boat 

Spboial  Orders,  ^  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

>  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River, 

No.  13.  )  January  28, 1865. 

By  looking  over  the  log  books  kept  at  the  fort  I  find  that  in  August 
there  was  a  torpedo  boat  oft*  New  Inlet.  Since  then  she  is  not  men- 
tioned. She  may  exist  yet,  and  it  will  be  well  to  look  after  the  craft, 
wherever  she  may  be.  The  officers  in  command  of  the  picket  gunboats 
will  see  the  torpedo  boat  fitted  every  night  with  her  torpedo,  ready  to 
act  against  anything  that  may  come  down,  and  she  is  to  run  at  it  and 
sink  it  if  she  can.  The  Unadilla,  Tacony,  Pequot,  Huron,  Iosco,  and 
Shawmut  will  every  night  keep  a  double-banked  boat  at  the  gangway, 
with  muffled  oars,  ready  to  shove  off  at  the  first  alarm,  with  the  crews 
picked  and  armed  and  ready  to  jump  into  the  boats  at  a  moment's 
notice.  Each  boat  will  be  provided  with  three  small  shrapnel,  cut  to 
throw  down  the  pipe  of  any  torpedo  boat  (which  is  always  low],  and 
cool  men  must  be  appointed  to  put  the  shrapnel  in.  Each  boat  will  also 
be  provided  with  a  stout  pole  12  feet  long,  with  a  stout  net  made  fast 
to  it,  to  shove  into  the  propeller  and  disable  the  boat  if  she  should 
come.  The  crews  of  the  armed  boats  will  board  her  and  try  and  kill 
everyone  on  board,  and  disable  her  so  that  she  can  not  get  away.  The 
tug  will  run  into  her  with  full  force  and  try  to  sink  her.  I  think  no 
torpedo  boat  will  get  away  in  case  one  should  come  down,  and  I  want 
these  orders  followed  to  the  letter.  Firing  of  ^uus  will  do  no  good  and 
only  injure  our  own  men;  still,  the  guns  must  be  cast  loose  at  sunset 
and  depressed,  so  that  anything  coming  down  can  be  tired  on.  If  any 
attempt  is  made  it  will  be  done  at  flood  tide,  so  that  the  machine  can 
drift  back  with  the  current.  At  ebb  tide  the  rebels  may  float  down  tor- 
pedoes, and  every  vessel  must  be  provided  with  a  torpedo  cat>cher  and 
let  it  down  iu  the  water  at  sunset. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Mear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Rear  Admiral  Porter  to  Acting  Master  Frosty  P.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Fort  Donelson,  regarding  the  duties  of 

the  guard  ship. 

FLAciSHiP  Malvern,  January  28, 1865. 

Sir:  For  fear  you  will  not  understand  the  orders  given  you,  I  put 
them  in  writing. 

Your  duty  will  be  guard  ship,  to  board  and  register  all  vessels  com- 
ing in  according  to  form,  and  also  to  send  in  a  list  of  the  chartered 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Navy  outside. 
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At  night  yoa  will  keep  a  lookoat  for  blockade  runners  coining  in  and 
have  a  boat  ready  to  secure  them  when  they  come  to  anchor. 

Yoa  will  take  charge  of  the  Moand  battery  and  have  a  gun's  crew 
detailed  every  night  at  sunset  to  take  charge  of  the  battery,  which 
must  be  kept  lotted  and  ready  to  fire  at  any  blockade  runner  that 
comes  in  and  attempts  to  go  out  again.  You  will  keep  an  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Mound  night  and  day  and  a  sentry  on  post,  who  will 
allow  none  but  officers  to  enter  the  fort  and  allow  no  one  to  take  any- 
thing from  it  or  handle  the  implements  of  the  guns. 

You  will  also  keep  a  sentry  on  the  stable  and  one  on  the  magazine 
night  and  day. 

You  will  detail  two  men  to  look  after  the  horses  and  see  that  good 
care  is  taken  of  them.  You  will  not  permit  mine  to  be  ridden  except 
by  my  permission. 

No  one  will  be  allowed  to  use  the  saddles  except  the  offiqers  to  whom 
they  belong.  The  stable  door  will  always  be  kept  locked,  and  one  of 
the  men  stationed  there  always  to  be  about. 

No  one  is  ever  to  go  in  magazine  except  the  officer  who  has  charge, 
who  will  keep  the  key  and  take  every  precaution  on  entering. 

No  smoking  will  be  allowed  on  the  Mound,  in  the  stable,  or  near  the 
magazine. 

You  will  take  charge  of  such  stores  as  may  be  put  on  board  of  you 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  paymaster  will  account  for  them. 

You  will  send  an  officer  on  board  of  this  vessel  with  the  daily  report, 
who  will  hand  it  to  me  in  person  every  morning. 
Eespectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraL 

Acting  Master  Geo.  W.  Frost, 

Commcmding  U,  8.  8.  Fort  Donelsan. 


Report  of  Commander  Fehiger^  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  the 
U.  8.  8.  Valley  City  to  cooperate  with  army  expedition  to  Colerain. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  January  28, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  given  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Allen 
to  proceed  to  New  Berne  with  the  naval  provisions  now  on  board  that 
vessel.    I  have  taken  out  all  that  the  different  vessels  could  stow,  and 
Paymaster  Meade  will  forward  the  proper  receipts  to  Paymaster  Sands. 
The  Ceres  returned  here  yesterday  evening  short  of  coal.    I  have 
dispatched  the  Valley  City  this  morning  to  Colerain  to  render  all  assist- 
ance to  the  army  expedition  there  that  may  be  required. 

From  all  that  I  can  learn  the  expedition  has  resulted  in  a  cotton  and 
tobacco  raid,  not  having  been  near  the  ram. 
We  will  require  more  coal  soon,  as  the  8aco  is  nearly  discharged. 
The  river  this  morning  is  filled  with  floatiug  ice,  and  I  am  in  some 
fear  of  our  obstructions.    We  are  getting  the  chain  across  as  fast  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febioer, 

Oommo/nder. 
Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  8ounds, 

U,  8.  8.  8hamroeJcy  New  Bemey  N.  O. 
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Report  of  Acting  VolutUeer  Lieutenant  HaySj  U,  8.  Navy^  regarding  m 
dition  of  affairs  in  the  York  River. 

U.  8.  S.  Crusader, 
Off  Yorktoicny  Va.,  January  29^  im. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  29th  instant  is  at  hand,  requesting  informatkx 
m  regard  to  the  vessels  under  my  sapervision  and  prog^ress  I  am  mak 
ing  in  my  duties  and  number  of  vessels  I  am  protecting. 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  there  are  in  the  river  the  Crtuader, 
the  Mystic,  the  Seymour^  and  the  tug  Olance.    The   Crusader  lays  off 
this  place  and  protects  the  fleet  of  oyster  vessels  which  lay  here  wai^ 
ing  for  their  turn  to  go  up  on  the  Plants  for  their  loads.     1'he  ifyvtir 
lays  just  above  Gloucester  Point,  and  is  used  as  a  gaard  vessel,  pi^ 
venting  small  boats,  schooners,  etc.,  from  passing  either  np  or  dcwn 
without  proper  authority.    She  can  not  carry  steam  half  the  time,  and 
can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose.    The  Seymour  is  on  or  near  the  Plante, 
protecting  the  vessels  there  while  loading,  seeing  they  do  not  go  abo?e 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Navy,  and  requiring  them  to  come  down  to 
Sandy  Point  every  night.    The  tug  Olance  is  used  as  a  picket  boat 
and  to  supply  the  vessels  here  with  their  mails  and  provisions  from 
Fortress  Monroe  and  the  provisions  and  stores  from  the  Norfblk  navy 
yard. 

We  are  affording  protection  to  a  fleet  of  ftom  60  to  75  vessels.    Thej 

are  coming  and  going  all  the  time,  but  there  are  never  less  than  50  or 

60  here.    The  Plants  are  some  Id  miles  up  the  river.     This  vessel  and 

the  MystiCj  while  performing  the  duties  mentioned,  protect  Yorktown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieutenanty  Gorndg,,  and  Senior  Officer  in  York  River, 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Gomdg.  Second  Divisiony  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


[Telej;rani.| 

New  Ironsides, 
Bennuda  Hundrvdy  January  <<?.9,  1865. 

(Received  1:  46  p.  m.) 
Expedition  under  command  of  General  Graham  went  to  Pagan  Creek 
yesterday.    I   have  directed   naval   vessels  to  cooperate.     Deserters 
report  rebel  ironclads  to  come  down  again;  all  ready  for  them. 

Wm.  Kadfobd, 

Cofnmod^re. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 


[Telegram.  1 

Fort  Monroe, V a.,  January  i^f),  1865 — 3  p.  m. 
The  boats  have  returned,  having  gone  as  far  up  Pagan  Creek  as  tiie 
ice  would  allow,  being  very  thick.    Saw  no  appearance  of  rebels  or 
boats.     During  the  night  saw  many  signals  by  fires. 

On  Wednesday  General  Shepley  desires  the  cooperation  of  a  navy 
force  in  the  same  direction,  which  T  shall  give. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodorey  etc, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmoughy  U.  8.  Navy^  giving  infor- 
mation received  from  a  deserter  from  Battery  Anderson  regarding 
torpedoes. 

IT.  8.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Smithville^  K.  C,  January  28^  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  retam  the  list  of  pilots,  with  their  whereabouts,  as  far  as 
I  can  ascertain. 

One  of  the  deserters  irom  Battery  Anderson  that  was  sent  over  to 
headquarters  today  states  that  but  two  torpedoes  are  planted,  and  those 
are  near  the  wharf  in  the  channel,  and  are  galvanic.  He  says  also  that 
the  Fequofs  firing  the  other  day  caused  the  colonel  commanding  to  pack 
up,  and  that  200  men  and  officers  of  a  South  Carolina  command 
deserted  and  went  home. 

1  am  negotiating  with  a  planter  outside  our  lines  to  supply  the  piling. 
If  he  agrees,  the  teams  will  not  be  required,  as  he  can  float  them  down 
a  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  WatmoTjgh, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger^  TJ.  8.  Navy^  regarding  orders  issued  for  the 
recapture  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia^  and  stating  the  cause  of  delay  on 
the  obstructions  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

XJ.  S.  8.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  (7.,  January  29, 1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated 
the  27th  instant,  enclosing  extracts  of  the  admiral's  dispatches  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Philadelphia. 

I  have  ordered  the  Ceres  to  proceed  at  once  to  recapture  the  Phila- 
delphia and  to  carry  out  your  instructions  as  far  as  the  ice  in  the  canal 
wiU  permit. 

I  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  prize  master  to  be  ordered  from 
the  captor  ( Valley  City),  that  a  proper  libel  may  be  filed  against  the 
prize  by  one  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  will  send  six  men  from  this  vessel  and  direct  Acting  Master  Foster, 
in  case  be  finds  the  Philadelphia,  to  send  them  with  an  officer  from  his 
vessel  to  take  charge  until  ftirther  orders. 

The  weather  has  been  so  excessively  cold  for  the  past  two  days  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  work  on  the  obstructions,  their  hands 
actually  freezing  to  the  iron.  1  have  all  the  logs  in  place  and  have 
commenced  to  get  the  chain  over.  If  the  weather  moderates  and  the 
logs  are  not  carried  away  by  the  ice  I  think  it  probable  that  the  chain 
will  be  over  in  a  couple  of  days.  The  new  plan  will  require  many  more 
workmen  and  much  more  material  than  I  have  at  present,  especially  a 
pile  driver.  I  have  requested  Captain  Foster,  in  case  he  goes  to 
Roanoke,  to  search  for  the  hammer  there,  and  in  case  he  is  successful, 
will  endeavor  to  rig  the  one  1  have. 

With  their  usual  carelessness  the  soldiers  this  morning  fired  the 
buildings  on  the  wharf  opposite  the  ram,  and  they,  with  their  contents, 
were  all  destroyedi  the  army  losing  about  3,000  rations,  and  all  the  cot- 
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ton  and  tobacco  resulting  from  the  Frankle  raid.    Oar  loss  was  all  the 
material  gotten  oat  for  pumps,  those  finished  being  saved. 

The  army  expedition  remains  still  at  Golerain,  and  I  have  the  Valley 
City  there  as  protector. 

The  cold  weather  has  stopped  Mr.  Wyman  in  his  work,  but  he  thinks 
the  ai)ertures  are  now  sufficiently  closed  to  pump  her  out,  if  he  had  hi.' 
steam  pump.  I  have  requested  Captain  Foster,  in  case  he  should  come 
across  the  schooner  with  the  apparatus,  to  give  her  all  assistance. 

I  had  everything  taken  out  of  the  schooner  A  lien  that  coald  be  stowed 
in  the  different  vessels,  and  yesterday  sent  her  down  to  report  to  you  at 
New  Berne. 

We  will  require  more  coal  by  the  end  of  this  week,  the  S€ux>  being 
nearly  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  O.  Febiobb, 

Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg,  Division  SoundSj  North  Carolina^  U.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 

P.  S.— I  enclose  Mr.  Willis's  receipt  for  salt  from  the  prize  schooner; 
also  copy  of  instructions  to  Captain  Foster.  I  have  just  received  infor- 
mation that  the  obstructions  above  have  been  carried  away  by  the  ice. 
It  is  rather  provoking,  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can. 

J.  O.  F. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter  j  U.  8.  Navy, 
calling  attention  to  official  requirements  regarding  testimonials  to 
officers. 

Navy  Department,  January  30y  1865. 

Sm:  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  5th  and  8th  clauses 
of  its  general  order  of  December  12,  18(52  (copy  herewith  enclosed), 
relative  to  testimonials  to  officers. 

While  a  commander  of  a  s(iuadron  is  required  to  report  promptly  and 
carefully  every  transaction  under  his  command  and  to  give  every  officer 
and  man  the  praise  or  censure  justly  due  them,  such  reports  are  to  be 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  not  to  the  officers  or  men  them- 
selves. All  written  testimonials  of  general  or  particular  conduct  given 
by  a  commander  of  a  squadron  are  likewise  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  reciuirements  mentioned  have  been  overlooked  by  you  in  recent 
communications  to  commanding  officers  who  served  in  the  attacks  on 
Fort  Fisher  and  have  been  ordered  north  by  you,  particularly  so  in  the 
case  of  one  who  had  been  affected  by  a  retiring  board.  The  board  was 
constituted  by  the  Department  under  authority  and  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  and  their  findings  were  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Your  reflections  upon  the  actions  of  that  board,  even  though  they 
may  be  just,  should  not  be  embodied  in  an  official  communication  or 
orders  to  an  officer  under  your  command. 

It  is  likewise  amiss  to  intimate  to  an  officer  that  the  Department  will 
probably  assign  him  to  any  special  or  particular  duty. 

The  Department  does  not  doubt  that  the  several  officers  who  have 
received  these  congratulatory  letters  from  you  discliar;?ed  their  duties 
faithfully,  but  their  merit  should  be  recorded  as  the  regulations  require. 
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These  departures  to  which  I  have  referred  are  calculated  to  embarrass 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc,,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Camdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  January  30^  186S — 4:30  p.  m. 

(Beceived  4:50  p.  nu) 
Just  arrived  from  Fort  Fisher  and  Beaufort,  N.  C.    All  quiet. 
Leave  here  at  5  for  Annapolis.    Will  be  in  Washington  in  the  forenoon. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn^  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S,  S.  Montgomery^  regarding  an  attcujk  by  that  vessel  upon  the  enemas 
rifle  pits, 

U.  S.  8.  Montgomery, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  30, 1865. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 
At  10:30  a.  m.  yesterday  I  saw  a  number  of  the  enemy  on  shore, 
apparently  occupying  a  line  of  rifle  pits  extending  along  the  edge  of 
the  woods  opposite  this  ship.    I  immediately  opened  fire  upon  them 
from  my  starboard  battery,  and  after  a  few  sheUs  had  burst  near  them 
the  enemy  retreated  to  the  woods. 
Continued  shelling  the  woods  until  1  p.  m. 

At  5  p.  m.  saw  a  company  of  about  40  men  come  out  from  the  woods 
and  proceed  along  the  edge  of  the  rifle  pits,  apparently  stationing  or 
relieving  pickets.  Opened  fire  upon  them,  dropping  the  first  shell  (a 
Xinch)  directly  among  them,  when  they  retreated  in  liaste.  Directed 
my  fire  into  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  appeared  in  large  force. 
Continued  shelling  them  until  dark. 

This  morning  the  enemy  api)ear  to  have  evacuated  the  position,  as 
no  fires  are  visible  in  the  woods  and  not  a  single  man  can  be  seen, 
although  a  sharp  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  shore  since  daylight. 
Yery  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Dunn, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Oomma/nding. 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennison,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding 
an  engagement  unth  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Half  Moon  battery. 

*"■  ft.  a.  Cherokee, 
Off  *  ^uary  30, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  your  f  'k  following 

report,  viz: 
At  3: 30  p.  m.  to-day  I «  oving 


714        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  8QUADBON 

aboat  through  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  the  northward  of  Half  Moon 
battery,  and  from  their  appearance  I  coucladed  they  mast  be  at  work 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity.  I  steamed  into  3  fathoms  of  water  in  order 
to  ascertain  qnietly  whether  they  were  erecting  any  new  defenses,  when 
I  suddenly  discovered  a  body  of  men,  numbering,  say,  800,  moving 
through  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  a  southerly  direction,  on  the  western 
side  of  Myrtle  Sound;  they  were  fully  equipped  with  muskets,  kna|i- 
sacks,  canteens,  etc.  I  opened  upon  them  with  my  rifle  and  broadside 
guns,  which  had  the  effect  of  scattering  them  in  all  directions;  they, 
however,  appeared  again  moving  in  the  same  direction,  bat  I  drove 
them  back  after  firing  a  few  rounds. 

After  they  were  driven  back  the  second  time,  a  body  of  men  came  in 
from  the  woods  and  occupied  the  rifle  pits,  which  our  men  captured  a 
few  days  ago.  Having  the  range  of  these  pits,  I  dropped  some  shell 
in  and  around  them,  which  could  not  have  failed  doing  some  execution; 
finding  my  fire  too  warm  for  them,  they  ran  again  for  the  woods. 

In  my  opinion  the  enemy  have  a  large  body  of  men  at  work  in  the 
rear  of  Half  Moon  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Dennison, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson^  Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter^  U,  8.  Navpy  regarding  ^' double-endersJ* 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina^  January  30,  1865. 

SiB:  I  received  an  order  some  time  since  from  the  Department  to  try 
the  YantiCy  Nyackj  and  vessels  of  that  class  under  sail  together,  but  no 
opportunity  has  occurred  to  do  so,  the  vessels  being  constantly  engaged 
in  battle  or  service,  or  ])reparing  for  battle. 

These  vessels,  though,  have  proved  themselves  a  perfect  success  as 
steam  gunboats.  They  are  fast,  steady  at  sea,  and  come  up  in  every 
respect  to  the  requirements  of  a  good  vessel  of  war.  They  will  all 
average  11  knots,  are  of  light  draft,  and  will  euter  most  of  these 
Southern  harbors  at  high  water. 

I  do  not  think  that  they  have  canvas  enough  to  cruise  under  sail 
alone,  and  the  sail  is  only  serviceable  to  them  in  very  fresh  breezes  or 
in  lying  to  in  a  gale.    As  sea  boats  these  vessels  are  unsurpassed. 

I  have  found  the  double-enders  a  much  better  class  of  vessels  than 
they  have  been  represented  to  me.  Indee<l,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  intended  (as  river  boats),  they  are  capital  vessels,  and  have 
only  one  defect — that  is,  they  don't  fire  their  guns  straight  ahead. 
This  defect  caft  be  easily  remedied  by  cutting  a  port  in  the  bow,  which 
any  commander  would  be  justified  in  doing  when  the  necessity  arises. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  contract  double  enders  and 
those  built  by  the  (jovernment.  The  latter  are  strong  and  substantiaL 
Some  of  them  are  of  great  speed,  and  if  not  quite  ecjual  in  this  respect 
to  the  blockade  runners,  they  have  proved  themselves  faster  than  the 
best  rebel  privateers.  The  Sassacus  chased  the  TallahaHsee  for  over 
forty  hours,  and  although  the  rebel  was  lost  sight  of  in  the  night  on 
two  occasions,  she  was  sighted  again  in  the  morning,  and  the  Sassaous 
gained  on  her.    The  Tallahassee  finally  made  her  escape  in  the  darkness. 
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Although  these  doable-enders  are  not  intended  for  sea,  I  have  used 
them  there  in  all  weathers  for  the  last  four  months. 

The  Pawtuxet,  Io8cOy  Sassactts^  Osceola^  and  Mackinaw  have  been  used 
all  this  winter  off  this  coast  as  blockaders,  and  these  vessels,  with  the 
Ta^cony  and  Fontoosucj  rode  out  at  anchor,  with  the  monitors,  a  heavy 
gale,  which  did  not  try  them  in  the  least. 

I  heard  complaints  about  their  not  minding  their  helm  in  a  gale,  and 
not  paying  off  as  rapidly  as  they  should. 

This  arose  from  a  mechanical  defect  in  the  arrangement  of  the  rud- 
ders. If  these  were  fitted  and  secured  exactly  like  the  ferryboats  on 
East  River  (only  stronger)  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  their 
working  in  any  weather. 

Now,  there  is  too  much  play  to  the  rudder,  and  the  forward  one  some- 
times gets  in  a  x>o8ition  wliere  it  counteracts  the  after  one.  This  I  could 
arrange  at  a  navy  yard,  in  all  the  vessels,  in  a  week. 

I  am  not  a  convert  to  the  complaints  made  against  these  vessels  by 
some  of  those  who  go  in  them. 

The  contract-built  vessels  are  weak,  and  should  not  be  used  as  sea- 
going craft,  but  the  Government-built  vessels  are  able  to  cruise  and  go 
anywhere. 

I  once  commanded,  when  a  lieutenant,  one  of  the  first  built  and 
smallest  of  them,  the  Octorara,  She  was  built  by  the  Government,  and 
I  never  was  in  so  easy  and  comfortable  a  vessel.  She  still  possesses 
that  reputation. 

Some  of  these  vessels  are  represented  as  wet  in  a  gale.  I  never  saw 
a  ship  that  was  not.  There  may  be  defects  in  their  power  of  resistance 
against  shot.  That  is  the  case  with  every  wooden  vessel  I  had  in  this 
fleet.    There  was  not  one  where  the  boilers  were  perfectly  protected. 

Two  of  the  double-enders  had  their  boilers  pierced  by  shot,  but  that 
did  not  put  a  stop  to  their  operations.  They  were  in  every  fight  after- 
wards, and  made  quite  as  much  speed  as  was  necessary  under  one 
boiler,  and  good  speed  at  that. 

In  action  I  found  the  batteries  of  these  vessels  very  effective,  from 
the  fact  that  I  could  place  them  as  close  as  it  was  possible  to  go  near 
the  shoals.  Each  one  could  bring  six  heavy  guns  to  bear  from  one 
side,  which  made  four  of  these  vessels  equal  in  broadside  guns  to  one 
of  the  heavy  frigates,  the  Wahash  firing  23  IX-inch  guns  and  one  150- 
pounder  pivot  from  her  broadside,  while  four  double-enders  fired  16  IX- 
inch  guns  and  8  lOO-pounder  rifles,  or  Xl-inch  guns,  from  a  broadside, 
the  favor  in  guns  being  on  the  side  of  the  four  double-enders  and  the 
strength  and  power  of  endurance  being  on  the  side  of  the  frigates. 

For  operating  in  rivers,  for  which  purpose  they  were  intended,  these 
vessels  are  good,  substantial  ones,  and  could  be  perfectly  well  adapted 
to  the  work  required  of  them  with  very  little  alteration,  and  those  built 
by  Government  can  go  anywhere  and  at  any  time. 

I  could  suggest  improvements.  The  principal  one  is  that  they  should 
be  able  to  fire  right  ahead. 

As  to  making  them  shot  proof,  that  is  out  of  the  question. 

Monitors  and  ironclads  will  hereafter  be  the  vessels  called  upon  to 
silence  fortifications  and  dismount  guns. 

The  double  euders  are  quite  suitable  for  running  past  batteries,  where 
the  channel  is  clear  and  known,  and  also  for  protecting  the  flanks  of 
troops  on  narrow  rivers,  where  they  can  not  turn,  and  require  to  go 
either  way. 

I  have  0AAn  thAm  on  several  occasions  moving  along  stern  first,  and 
goii  in  that  manner.    K  one  can  do  it  I  do 

not 
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I  have  finally  to  remark  that  if  auy  distrust  has  been  felt  toward 
these  vessels  it  has  originated  with  those  that  are  contract  ba ilt,  which 
are  indeed  badly  constructed.  No  complaint  can  be  justly  luade  of  the 
vessels  built  at  our  navy  yards.  When  we  come  to  have  the  proper 
establishments  that  should  be  a  part  of  a  great  country  we  shall  hear 
no  more  complaints  about  monitors,  double-enders,  or  propeller  goo- 
boats  not  being  all  that  could  be  desired. 

I  will  try  the  Nyack  class  of  vessel  under  sail  on  the  first  opportanity. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  respectfully  recommend  for  all  naval 
wooden  vessels:  Whenever  I  have  been  anywhere  where  this  class  of 
vessel  was  used  for  fighting  or  running  past  batteries  they  have 
always  protected  themselves  with  chains,  which  I  have  observed  were 
very  useful  in  resisting  shot  and  shell.  We  used  them  on  all  the  ves- 
sels at  New  Orleans,  or  when  running  by  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  saw  them  used  again  at  the  first  attack  made  on  Vicksburg:. 

I  used  chains  effectively  at  the  passage  of  the  batteries  at  Yicks- 
burg,  at  Arkansas  Post,  at  the  heavy  fight  at  (Irand  Gulf,  at  Haynes' 
Bluff,  against  the  heavy  batteries  there,  and  in  various  attacks  made 
by  gunboats  on  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

Chains  were  also  used  by  Admiral  Farragut's  vessels  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Morgan,  in  Mobile  Bay. 

In  all  the  cases  enumerated,  and  in  many  smaller  attacks  which  I 
could  mention  on  the  Mississippi,  the  chains  were  found  invariably  to 
have  resisted  shot,  and  but  for  this  arrangement  the  vessels  would 
have  been  seriously  iiyured. 

Now,  I  recommend  that  every  vessel  should  carry  in  her  hold  a  cer- 
tain number  of  iron  plates,  with  arrangements  on  the  outside  of  the 
vessel  to  fasten  them  on  at  a  moment's  notice  when  going  into  action. 

A  vessel  could  easily  carry  twice  the  weight  of  her  caUe  in  plates  2 
inches  thick,  0  feet  long,  and  2  feet  wide. 

This  would  protect  the  vulnerable  part  of  the  machinery  against  many 
a  shot.  The  parts  where  there  is  no  machinery  would  have  to  take  the 
shot,  and  not  mind  it  any  more  than  wooden  vessels  formerly  did. 

In  fact,  I  i)ropose  that  every  wooden  vessel  should  carry  a  light  armor 
to  put  on  when  going  into  action.  It  would  ^ive  them  an  immense 
advantage  over  any  other  wooden  vessels  at  sea.  They  would  be  able 
to  run  by  a  battery  with  slight  damage  to  machinery  and  stand  a 
pretty  good  battering  at  anchor  from  guns  on  shore. 

Two-inch  plates  would  be  a  sufUcient  i)rotection  against  the  shot  that 
are  generally  used. 

These  plates  can  be  carried  at  sea  in  fine  weather.  All  the  large  and 
small  vessels  in  this  fieet  carried  their  chain  armor  in  all  weathers,  and 
it  did  not  interfere  seriously  with  their  speed. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  if  the  double-enders  are  fitted 
with  bulwarks  to  let  clown  at  either  end  they  are  just  what  are  desired 
for  the  i)resent  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear- Admired, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Lanman^   U.  8.  Na^y^  regarding  two  torpedoes 
unearthed  in  King^s  Creek. 

XJ,  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir  :  It  may  be  proper  to  inform  jou  that  two  torpedoes  were  dug  up 
last  midnight  on  the  beach  of  King's  Greek,  about  4  miles  south  of 
Pagan  Creek,  by  Commander  [Acting  Ensign]  Kerens,  of  picket  gun- 
boat Henry  Brinker.     They  were  complete,  containing  about  150  pounds 
powder  each.    I  doubt  if  they  were  intended  for  ships.    They  are  on 
board  the  Henry  Brinker,  sent  to-day  to  Norfolk  navy  yard  for  repairs. 
I  will  forward  the  official  report  to  Admiral  Porter  by  the  A.  JD. 
Vance,  which  will  sail  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Kerens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to 
King^s  Creek  and  the  discovery  of  two  torpedoes. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker, 

James  River,  January  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  results  of  an  expedition 
fitted  out  from  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  January  30. 

Seeing  a  sloop  a  short  distance  up  King's  Creek  at  1 :  30  p.  m.,  I  took 
my  two  boats  and  went  ashore  to  examine  and  destroy  her.  Having 
satisfied  myself  that  she  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  enemy,  I  started 
on  my  return  to  the  vessel,  when,  on  coming  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  1  discovered  5  men,  who,  upon  seeing  us,  immediately  fied. 
These  actions  aroused  my  suspicions,  and  I  determined  to  search  the 
vicinity  for  boats  under  cover  of  night.  Accordingly,  at  9:30  p.  m.,  I 
started  in  my  gig,  accompanied  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Henry  M.  Hutchinson  and  5  men,  and  the  second  cutter  under  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry  S.  Buckless,  accompanied  by 
Purser's  Steward  W.  W.  Russell  and  5  men,  and  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  where,  as  the  ice  completely  stopped  my  further 
progress,  I  landed  and  proceeded  up  the  bank.  After  an  hour  and  a 
half  careful  searching  I  discovered  two  very  suspicious  looking 
mounds,  which  I  determined  to  open.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Buckless 
then  established  a  picket  line,  which  would  completely  guard  us  against 
any  surprise  by  the  enemy,  who  were  in  a  house  in  plain  sight.  I  then 
pulled  otf  some  of  the  earth  and  found  there  was  a  torpedo,  with  a  sup- 
posed galvanic  battery  on  its  end,  in  each.  Fearing  disastrous  conse- 
quences, I  asked  for  a  volunteer  to  find  and  cut  the  wire  and  connection 
from  the  battery  to  the  torpedo.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Hutchinson  bravely  volunteered  to  do  it,  and,  assisted  by  John  Mc- 
Kenna,  landsman,  by  use  of  a  lantern  completely  screened  from  the 
enemy's  observation  by  the  men's  overcoats,  succeeded  in  safely  sever- 
ing the  connections  and  then  dug  it  up.  After  a  similar  process  the 
other  was  also  successfully  unearthed,  and  both  safely  carried  half  a 
mile  to  the  bnAts.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  vessel,  where  I  arrived  at  3 
A  >wufcts  were  considerably  cut  by  floating  ice.   The 

1  about  150  pounds  of  powder  each,  one 
yt  friction  primer  and  the  other  with  a 
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battery  or  primer  and  3  percassion  fuzes.  King's  Greek  im  alioat  4 
miles  to  the  southward  of  Pagan  Creek.  Also,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  day  of  January,  I  picked  up  a  boat  floating  about  504)  yai^ls  from 
shore,  with  oars  and  four  niufitled  rowlocks,  capable  of  contiiinin^c  10  men. 
I  can  not  give  too  much  praise  to  the  officers  and  men  who  v^olun- 
teered  to  go  on  such  a  dangerous  expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  H.  Kerens, 
Acting  Ensign^  Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Henry  Brinker. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard^  Norfolk^  regarding  the  ttithdratcal 
of  Picket  Boat  No,  3  from  the  James  River. 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  8.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk  J  January  31^  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your 
letter  of  the  22d  instant  in  reference  to  the  picket  launch  No.  3. 

I  beg  to  state  that  i)icket  launch  No,  3  is  now  serving  in  the  James 
River,  but  will  be  withdrawn  therefrom  with  us  little  delay  as  possible 
and  dispatched  to  Fort  Fisher  via  the  sounds  and  Beaufort,  according 
to  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  Station^  Norfolk. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U,  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
vessels  for  the  Fast  and  West  Gulf  Squadrons. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  2;kl  instant,  I  have  sent  the  Fort 
Jackson  an<l  Quaker  City  to  report  for  duty  on  Galveston  blo<;kade  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  West  Gulf  Scjuadron,  and   the    Tristram 
Shandy,  Britannia,  and  Cherokee  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  East  (hilf  Squadron.     1  propose  sendin^^  the  Lilian  to  the  latter 
place  also,  as  she  is  of  very  light  draft  and  will  cruise  most  easily 
amonj^st  the  keys.     1  had  to  send  her  to  Norfolk  for  rci)airs,  and  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  Department  would  mention  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy  yard  there  the  ne^jessity  of  getting  her  off.     She 
wants  a  little  more  accommodations  for  otlicers  and  a  thorough  cleaning 
inside  and  calking. 
Her  late  commander  kept  her  in  a  most  wretched  condition. 
I  will  send  another  vessel  to  Key  West  until  the  Lilian  is  ready,  when 
I  can  spare  one,  and  will  notify  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  i>.  0. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bodgersy  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Gettysburg, 

Gape  Fear  Eiver,  January,  31, 1865. 
Sir:  As  I  do  not  consider  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Gettysburg  of 
sufficient  experience  to  take  charge  of  the  Gettysburg,  yon  will  assume 
comwaud  and  take  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  when  yoa  will  please  tele- 
graph her  commander  to  join  her,  and  she  will  await  in  Hampton  Boads 
his  arrival  in  that  place,  unless  the  Department  sends  another  com- 
mander, after  which  she  will  return  to  me  with  mails,  etc.,  without  delay. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  Jno.  Bodgers,  U.  S.  INavy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  in  James 
River,  regarding  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Advance. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  A.  D.  Vance  to  report  to  me  without  delay.    Send 
mails  and  express  matter  down  in  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Ironsides,  or  8enior  Naval  Officer,  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  8ands,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Fort  Ja^ckson,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 
Galveston  bloclcade. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  and  report  to  the 
commanding  naval  officer  for  the  Galveston  blockade.    Pensacola  is 
the  headquarters  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
What  repairs  you  require  can  be  made  there. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  8picer,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commandite  U.  8.  8.  QuaJeer  Oity^.  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 

Galveston  blockade. 

January  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  tliA  ■  Navy  you  will 

proceed  without  delay  to  ■  rt  to  the 

commanding   officer  for  is  the 
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headquarters  of  the  commander  in  chief.    What  repairs  yoa  require 
can  be  made  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiretl. 
Commander  W.  F.  Spioer, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City^  off  New  Inlet j  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant  Oreen^  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy^  to 
proceed  to  duty  at  Key  West. 

Capk  Fear  River,  January  31^  1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  yoa  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  your  vessel  for 
duty  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  at  that 
place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green, 

Commanding  TJ.  8,  8,  Tristram  Shandy^  Cape  Fear  River. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Denuison,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cherokee.] 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant 8heldon,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Britannia,  to  proceed  to 
duty  at  Key  West. 

Gape  Fear  River,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  will 
proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  with  your  vessel  for  duty  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  at  that  place.    Stop  off 
Georgetown,  S.  0.,  and  deliver  enclosed  letter. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-AdmiraU 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Sheldon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Britannia,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
Barnes,  U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Bat,  to  return  to  the  Cape 
Fear  River. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  return  with  your  vessel  and  report  to  me  in  this  river. 
Gome  in  over  the  Western  Bar,  via  Smithville. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Bat,  off  Georgetown,  S,  C, 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter j  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  need  of  addi- 
tional light-drirft  monitors  for  cooperation  against  Wilmington. 

Flagship  Malyebn, 
Gape  Fear  River ^  Januury  31j  1865. 

Sm :  Not  wishing  that  this  portion  of  the  fleet  should  remain  inactive, 
I  have  been  endeavoring  to  get  the  vessels  ready  to  commence  opera- 
tions on  the  forts  along  the  river.  We  have  had  to  dismount  nearly  all 
the  100  pounder  rifled  guns  and  supply  their  places  with  XI  and  IX 
inch  guns.  I  hope  to  have  the  vessels  ready  by  the  time  General  Grant 
gets  the  troops  here,  which  he  proposes  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the 
march  on  Wilmington.  The  channel  here  is  so  very  narrow  that  not 
more  than  two  vessels  can  be  advantageously  brought  into  action  with- 
out the  prospect  of  certain  destruction,  and  I  would  advise  that  at  least 
two  more  light-draft  monitors  be  sent  here  immediately,  which  will 
enable  me  to  destroy  all  the  forts  along  the  river  without  loss. 

I  have  sent  three  to  Charleston  and  received  one  in  return.  If  two 
more  from  there  could  be  sent  it  would  be  the  most  expeditious,  and 
they  would  very  soon  return.  All  these  forts  are  secured  from  vessels 
running  by  the  batteries  by  heavy  obstructions  of  cobwork  and  stone, 
protected  by  torpedoes,  and  no  vessel  drawing  over  4  feet  could  possi- 
bly pass  them  without  the  forts  were  first  captured.  As  General  Grant 
thinks  it  necessary  to  send*  forces  here  to  take  Wilmington,  I  wish  the 
Navy  to  be  able  to  do  their  part  efficiently  and  successfully.  It  will 
require  a  hearty  cooperation  on  the  part  of  each  to  get  to  Wilmington. 
Eespectf&lly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral^  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtonj  D.  C. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter j  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  information  from  General  Grant  regarding  a  ram  under 
construction  by  the  enemy  in  Roanoke  River. 

Navy  Department,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the 
24th  instant  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  calling  attention  to  the  rebel 
ram  in  the  Roanoke  Biver,  and  suggesting  measures  te  provide  against 
disaster  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  ete., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 

[Encl(Mare.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va,,  January  24, 1865. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  te  the  fact  that  the 
rebels  are  now  at  work  on  a  formidable  ram  in  the  Roanoke  River,  at  a 
ulaoA  If  -how  Bluff.    This  ram  they  expect  to  complete 

ks. 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  disaster 
that  would  be  caused  by  allowing  this  vessel  to  get  in  commission  against 
anything  we  now  have  afloat  in  Albemarle  Sound. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  monitors,  now  no  longer 
of  use  with  Admiral  Porter,  be  worked  through  Ilatteras  Inlet,  and 
that,  in  addition,  the  ram  Albemarle  he  raised  and  repaired  for  use. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  from  th^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- General  Grant j  U,  8. 
Armyj  acknowledging  information  regarding  Confederate  ram. 

I^AVY  Department, 

January  31j  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant, 
calling  attention  to  the  rebel  ram  building  in  Koanoke  River,  and  sug- 
gesting measures  to  provide  against  disaster  from  it,  and  has  trans- 
mitted a  copy  of  it  to  Sear- Admiral  Porter. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States^  City  Pointy  Va. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Bhckading  Squadron,  Feb- 
ruary i,  1805, 


Name. 


A.  D.  Vance. 
Af^awam  — 
Aries 


Alabama  . 


Alert... 
Atlanta. 


(vuna 


Cla«8. 


Anemone | 

Arietta 

Albomarh' I 

Ben  Morjran ' 

Hello I 

Ilerherry 

Bi|;nouia 

Bat 

Chicopet'i I 

Commodore  Hull 

('ercfl ; 

Cumlnitlge j 

ConiUKKlonr  Barney ' 


CactuH 

Conmiodore  MorrlH  . 

(.'niaader 

Chippewa 

ComnKHlore  PeiTy  . . 

Clinton 

CharleB  Phelps 

Cohaaset 

(ylematlH 

Dumbarton 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  utation. 


Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur ' 

Commander  A.  C.  Khlnd I 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  \.  R.  Lang- 
t  borne. 

.\<tiiig  Ensign  J.  Bishop 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wood- 
wur«l . 

Aeting  Ensign  W.C.Borden , 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  ( .'.  West 

Acting  AsHt.  Paymaster  Mellarh 

Acting  MsiHter  A.  B.  Mnltord 

Acting  Master  J.  (J.  (inmn 

.\cting  Knsign  B.  W.  Bovvntret> 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.W.  1).  Koath 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Barnes 

Commander  A.  I).  Harroll 

Acting  Master  F,  Josselyn 

Avtiuii  Master  U.  U.  Fonter 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels 
Acting  VolunteerLlout^  G.  B.  Living- 
ston. 
Acting  MuHti-r  and  Pilot  J.  Evans. . . 

Acting  Master  B.  (}.  Lee 

Acting  V^oiiinteer  Lieut.  P.  Hays 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  W.  Weaver 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  A.  P  Foster 

Acting  VAiMan  (1.  W.Ha<blen 

Acting  Knsign  W.  Ottiwell  

Acting  Knsiun  and  Pilot  I  (I.  B.JOritHn, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  E,  I).  Bruner. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  11.  Brown ! 


Hampton  Roads. 
Norfolk  Navv  YarcL 
Of!    New    Inlet,    North 

('arolina. 
Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 
Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Sounds,  North  CaroliDO. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Off  Western  iiar. 
Norfolk  Nuvy  Yard. 
Sounds,  Nortii  Carolina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Norfolk.  Va. 
James  River. 
York  River. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
('ranev  Iwland,  Virginia. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Dawn, 


Bsivlight  - 


Enima 

Eot«»f. .„_.., , 

Fort  Uaueliioi]! , 

FftblM „,.,,,..,, 

G«ttj«Liuiw ...-. 


GlmucA 

Hurott^*.., 

Hunobbai^k 

Hi^DTy  Erlnker  ** 
HeUotro|ie-,, 


Hoyt  .*,... ,... 

H^tsel .,.,.., 

Hueaurl ._.., 

ioMO........ „ 

I.N.S^j'mottr,,.,... 

KMsaaa . 

JjmMa , ,... 

KioekvQad.--. 

Lilio ,. 

Little  Adft. 

Lenapefi  

Mem  licL'lIa . .._._ 

Maamo^  ...,.,-.-.., 
MucriiHin  .,.._,_,_,, 
Mffl<  kinnw  *..^-*  ^_-_ 
MnsAttHui  L. ,,.,,.. ... 
M  iiu  D  t  VemoD .-..., 

Mattcilpn>«tl ....... 

Slojitgnmery-.  ^ .  *  ^^ .. . . 

MHraliiUjyi......... 

Miami--, 

H«t]dot» 

Ui)urit  Waaliliigtoti... 
Myotic-....  ^.  *........ 

MnrtiD..... ........... 

Malvorn .... 

Moatnnk  ...*..-...,.., 

Nyflck.... .......,, 

Kew  Btirne  ._ 

KanB^mond. ..  *.. 

OieeoUi. .— 

OnoiuditBa. *^._..... 

Phlox.., ...„.„ 

Pawtnxet, , ._.... 

rODiMMaC 

Pofipy ....„,„, 

IHeket  BojLt  No.  1  f  AL 

Fkket     Ikiftt     Na.    3 

(Gttiaoja). 
Picket     Bi»t     No.     4 

tl>i]lliii. 
Pii'kei     Bcmt     Xa.     5 

Pi*=kel      Boat     No.     « 

Lauucli  No, 3  ...... 

L«tinili  No, 6  .... .. 

Liiu rich  Xo,  8 ... 

UbiHiA  taljiiid,,.-.,., 


KJlCoyler , 

Kt*oHhiiir  .......... 

Hcletine 

]UiitiBn  ilinlk) 

Itapublk':  .„..^...^ 
Boueciu....... ...... 

Santiago  d«  Coba., 
Samuel  Botiui,,..., 


Gmna. 


ClAH. 


C<>mj]ELaiiditi^  ufllper. 


Pi^KiAtii  dot  J  or  AtAtlitti. 


Actiiig  Mjutar  J.  G.  Eldridjje .... 

Aotmg  MAfltttr  J,  A.  Jaiikuwa^ 

AoUdk  Maaler  H.  A.  Pbebn . . ....... 

ActtBg  Mooter  E.  3.  Kejser . . ........ 

Act!  Off  MaateT  I  J.  A.]  Uamlitiiu.... . 

Lifltit  ComniDDdftr  H.  C  Biake. .. . ... 

Aoling  al»it©rG.W,lVoiit.......... 

Acting  Mjwtt^r  F.  R.  Webb 

Acting  Mof^ter  [C.B.)  DahlffrcD..... 
Acting  Vcilotit^r  LJest.  J.  MucBlftr' 

mJd. 
Aotlog  Miiat«r  H.  H.  Sarago.  .....,.*, 

Aoting  MiidUir  E.  Boomef.. ...«.,,,.. 

Ai^tln^  Knafffii  E.  W  huel  L^r 

Acting  Votuiitwr  Lleiit,  J.  W.  Balch, 
Lieut.  CominAafler  T.  O.  Sd^dj^e .... 

Lieut,  J.P.Fjffo 

Aeting  Enj^iem  J.  H.  Kerena  *......,., 

Acting    EnnTgn    flod    Pilot    (J.   M.J 

Ni>nufm. 

ABtlog  EtLBlgU  H.  B.  TwamfaJy.. .. 

Acting  Mottt'cr  LO.  B.J  TbdHiipaoa..., 


CotDinander  Joli  n  Clneat 

Acting  Ensign  I".  B.  Allea ., 

Lli*Ti  t,  CoiEiniaijrljir  P.  G.  WatwiOiSgb  , 
Acting  V'liuiO  Of  Lie  tit.  T.  A.MaffU 

ConiTiJiatiltr  1 1 .  UftlnuHa^ _ , 

Acrlui;  EustiL'ii  J.  Q.  A.  Davldftfin  -.,. 
Acting  En-igri  J.  A>  Chad  wick  ....... 

Acll a^  Mud tcT  S.  P.  Craftd  ,.,...„„.. 


LioDt*  W,  B.  fJunblug .... ......... 

Lieut  ComatannflT  It  Cbandler , . . 

Acting KiiBlgii  J,  Broirii., ...... *,...,., 

Commander  J .  C.  Jieaamont ........... 

CommaiKjer  R.  T.  Kcnaliaw ........... 

Aotlujir  V«luiiti;t>t  Lieut  J.TTatben, .. 

CoiuittkoilMr  J.  C.  Ftbigcr . ........ 

Aothig  Vdnuu^cr  LSwut  T.  C.  Duild  .. 
Lietii.  Ciimtuii tiller  t;,  \¥.Toaa|f -,*.,, 
Aoting  Volutit**(^r  LiiiuE.  Q.W.Ormvea 

CommEindtT  E.  T.  Niebolii ,,,,,..,, 

AttliJ^  M  ft-^t<>r  itHil  Pn<jt  H.  H.  Haynio 
Ac*ti  n^  M  rtsirr  W,  Wdtfbt. .. .  .„,.... 

Actiug  EuKi»ja  K  IL  Uraudall ........ 

Eiiaiga[W.C.rWlMi 


Llfral  CunioimidiT  |E.  E.J  Stcine . 
LieuL  Ci»uimaD<(er  L,  U.  Ne 


Aotlag lUaat^E' J.  IL Porter. 
Commander  J.  M.  B.  CIlU. . . 


LtODt.  CommaoflfiT  D.  L.  Braiae- . . 

Comma  u  (let  *f .  H,  Sptitta  ...... 

Lieut.  L'oiiifnii.tider  W.  G.  Templa  . 
AcLlin  r;  E  u  id  pi  W.  CLarka ......... 

Aotiug  Eiuigti  K,  R  Da  via 


Aollng  Enii  gji  H .  F,  CnrlJa ..-..,... , 
Acttug  Maatep'fl  Male  W.F.  Oragg. 

Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Bogga. 

Aetitig  Eaalgij  F.  [W.J  MlntEer 


Aeting  BiiHign  J,  H.  Ctmiiaiaa . 
Gcititier  n.Potera. -.,......,-. 

Commander  3,  D.  Tnn  chard . . . 


Comniandar  C  H.  B.  Cild  wall  ^ 

aimncr  R.  A.  McDonald ,. 

Adiag  MaatAT  J.  Baker  . . . .. . 


I  Bennett.. 
Siiiard  . 


foUiog. 


Jomcfl  Hirer, Virginia, 

00. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  Elver. 

Do. 
Jamea  Ri^et-. 
G  iiartl  rtwBeL  l^ew  lulet, 
UW  New  Itjlot. 
Cape  Fear  Elver. 
OflTNew  Inlet. 

Jamea  lUver. 
Batleraa  Inlet. 
Jamea  Elver. 
Off  Kpw  Inlet 
Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
Jamea  Elter. 

Bo. 
HaiDptoD  Boadi. 

Sonnda,  Nortb  CarDlinft. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
C»pe  Few  Elver. 
Jamea  KireFp  Yirgitiiii* 
Cape  Fear  Rtvcr. 
Korfolk  Navy  Yard, 
Off  Neir  Inlet 
Sounda^  Nortb  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Vfl. 
Cape  Ffiir  Biver. 

Do. 
Off^Veatom  Bar. 
Cape  Ffiar  EiT«if. 

Do. 

Do, 
Jamei  Etrer. 
Norfolk  Navv  Yard. 
S»Ltnd<i|  Nortb  C'aroilnji. 
OfTNiiw  Iiili^t 
OifSmitbTille.N.C. 
^amea  Blver. 

Do. 

Do. 
York  Elver. 
Soanda.  North  CartdiniL. 
Cape  Fear  lUver. 

Do. 

Do. 
Snpplv  Btatuiier. 
Cape  Fear  Elver. 

T>o. 
Jam<»  Elver. 

Do- 

Do. 

Jamen  Elver. 

Df). 

Del. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Sonnda,  North  Carrtlioa. 
Cnape  Fear  Elver. 
Special  fM^rviuc  witb  An- 

aiatanl  tsecrftjirv . 
Off  Woiti*rn  Bar. 
Stranda,  Hcirtb  Caratina. 
BeauiVsrtfN.O. 
Norfolk  NavT  Hard. 
Uapa  Fesr  Btm. 

Do. 
Karfolk  Narj  Tuid. 
X<n:kBtf«r/ 
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Name. 


Guni*. 


12 


Shamrock 

Shokokon  

Spuyten   Doyvil  (tor- 
pedo boat). 

Saffron 

BaMacaa i 

Shawmut i 

TacoDY 12 

Unadlfia I  6 

Unit 

Yiokaburg '  6 

Victoria I  3 

Valley  City e 

Weatem  World '  5 

Wildemaaa 4 

Wyalaaing... 14 

Whitehead..'. '  4 

Wyandotte 5 

WUliam  Badger 

Yonng  America 2 

Yantic 5 

SSouave ,  2 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Acting  Volanteer  Lieut.  S.  Base 

First  Assistant  Engineer  [J.  L.  ]  Lay . . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  L.  Davis 

Liout.  Commander  [J.  O.IWalkpr 

Lieut  Commander  w.  T.  Truxtuii 

Lieut.  Commander  F.  M.  Kamsay 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway 

Lieut.  [W.  u:]  GroEier 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  Commuider  B.  English 

Acting  Master  (}.  W.  Barrett 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer 

Acting  Ensign  8.  G.  Swain 

Acting  Master's  Mate  J .  U.  GiUey 

Lieut.  Commander.  T.  C.  Harris 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 


Present  daty  or  station. 


Sounda,  North  Carolina 
Beaufort,  K.  C. 
James  Biver. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Off  New  Inlet. 
Norfolk.  Va. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Jamea  Rirer.  Virginia. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Jamas  River. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 


Changes  since  last  report. 


Itrookljii 


Gherokea 
Calypso-.^  —  - 

JlJtMatflr........ 

FctrtJackMio..,^ 

Jimfata ..„ 

Mliiiseiiota , 

Honadock  <*...- 
Muhopac  ---.».. 
Mohlciah 

Ktirflue  .  -.- 

Powbaiaci    . 

K«w  IninAtdm., 
Uimkrr  City  -***^ 

SnUj^UH 

8Ute  of  <rinirgifi 

\^i.  Ln wrejiee , . , '  13 

TiiAcnrtfrii    ..-., J  10 

Tkiindfm*j(ii  .„,*,. ;  11 

Tri*TniniHhilTi*l>  ......I  4 

TfiHaritJoAii . , . . ,  tO 

VmiaarhllU.,,,, .J  Ift 

Wj*Uisli..„ ....J  44 


Cant .  f  JainMl  Allien „, . ....,,,.» 

Aetlii«  Vul.  Llftnt  r  w,  H.  f  Garfield  .- 

DnuiutNlore  ( II.  K.  j  Thjitclur  . , . 

Lieut.  Cuiiimaiitlcr  G.  K,  Lii^lkiiap. .. .. 
Acting  Vol.  Lii'iit.  W,  K,  U^nniiwn  .„ 

AfLtitig MHSti-r  r F.D.J  Stuart  -^ 

Ginnmodnre  J.  Hodgen . _ 

Capt.  r B.  F.  I  Kiiod«. . ................. 

CapL  J.  J.  Almy „,,,,.,...,,. 

Commorlore  [Joe.  ILanraao ....  ^ ...... . 

CoiiiniAndeir  E*  G.  Parmtt .  ..,*.*....** 

Lieul   ('MiTurinndor  E.  E.  Potter  .^..,,, 

ContiiLajiili  r  i^  Aramn^n  ..., 

Liew  I .  <  !tjn  i  m  » j  \\\i-  r  M ,  HasE  t  na  *,.,,,, . 
ComniEiiHJBr  LL  C.  1   HowelL....... ... 

Coniftiodore  [J,  F.     S*i?henpfc. 

Coniifiamlir  I  W.  F.]  .S.)>ic6r  .....,,.,*. 

(JomiiioiloK^  j S.  W .1  Giiiloii ....... 

Cfi'inin  Jiiti  1 1  r  1  K  K  J  t  'idlio  ii  n . . .  - 

Capt^D.  IJ  1  KhlgWy    ................ 


Cooinwiiilirr  }  S>,  [  Lvnrh ..* . . 

fJoniiiitiEul^'^i'  I  J.  M.j  Fniilwy,.  *****•♦,. 

Cn^at .  I  i  %u  H .  I  Stnt^ifdmiiD .... ....... 

A(Mhi^  Vobinhff  Lj**«t,rF.  MjGrven 
LtiHit.  ^^oniniHiiilnr  |  J.  E.]  1J«  UavfU  . . 

Cupt,  FC,  W.]  iMckeriiig. 

t^pt  fM  1  ^mrrh    ,.*. 


Betaohed. 

Ordif«d  to  Eey  West, 

Detached. 

New  York. 

Kv  Atlantic  8qaadro|]. 

Key  Wi5*it. 

Boston. 

Kc^palr^ng  DOfilii 

■VVe«t  Guff. 

Sl  Atianttc  Soiiiulroni 

PorMitionth,  K.  il. 

8.  Atlaiitit^  l^aadron. 

Do, 

Do. 
DetAched. 
Muxlsriiana  Fasa, 
IVvlJiebml, 
J  aiiiBH  Htve>r. 
WcfltGulf. 
Key  West. 
■Ifljoes  River. 
8.  Atfautl^BquAdroQ. 
IletacliQd. 

I  Jo. 
8.  Atlantic  BAuadirvn. 

Do. 
Kt'T  Went. 

Kew  \'ork  {detaclied). 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of 
duties  as  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  to  Commodore  Schenok,  U,  IS, 
Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia^  February  i,  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  trans- 
ferred all  the  papers  appertaining  to  the  duties  of  senior  officer  at  Hamp- 
ton lioads  to  Commodore  James  V,  Schenck.  I  have  been  directed  by 
the  honorable  tlu^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ''to  send  on  shore  stores  of 
all  kinds  not  wanted  for  your  voyage." 
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February  2, 1865. 
I  send  tbe  remaining  200  men  and  2  boys  to  the  Alabama^  and  shall 
proceed  forthwith  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore^  Oomdg.  Second  IHviaiany  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comma/nding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gushing j  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  beached  Confed- 
erate steamer  Agnes  0.  Fry. 

U.  8.  S.  Malvern, 
Gape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  represent  that  the  Confederate  steamer  Agnes  C. 
Fry  is  beached  on  the  coast  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  Fort  Caswell. 
She  is  not  bilged  and  is  in  first-rate  order  in  every  respect.  She  is 
built  of  five  eighths-inch  iron,  has  splendid  engines,  is  about  1,000  tons, 
and  handsomely  fitted  out.  The  ship  is  about  20  yards  from  the  low- 
water  mark  in  a  bed  formed  in  the  quicksand,  and  could  easily  be 
launched  by  proper  means,  that  are  not  at  our  disposal  here.  She  is 
worth,  if  launched,  $160,000. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  CUSHING, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navyj  regarding  operations  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  1, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  directed  the  picket  torpedo  launch  at  Norfolk  to  be  sent 
to  you  without  delay.  Bemember,  if  a  ram  comes  down,  you  are  to  go 
into  her  with  all  your  vessels  and  try  and  push  her  ashore,  when  the 
torx)edo-boat  must  go  in  and  blow  her  up.  It  is  easily  done;  it  only 
wants  coolness  and  decision.  Be  prepared  for  this,  and  don't  have  such 
another  disgraceful  affair  as  occurred  at  Dutch  Gap,  when  by  rights 
we  should  have  captured  all  the  rebel  rams. 

If  you  are  attacked,  sacrifice  all  your  vessels  to  obtain  victory  (it  will 
be  yours),  but  don't  budge  an  inch  downstream. 
Knowing  my  wishes,  I  am  sure  you  will  carry  them  out. 
Bespectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Torter^  U.  IS.  Navy^  transmitting  document  pre 
pared  at  the  request  of  Major  General  Bamardj  U.  8.  Army^  on  the 
subject  of  Federal  defenses. 

Flagship  Malvbrn, 
Cape  Fear  River^  North  Carolina^  February  i,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  communication  (written  at 
the  request  of  Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard)  on  the  subject  of  the 
defenses  of  our  ports. 

The  works  lately  captured  here  have  so  impressed  General  Barnard 
with  the  vulnerability  of  forts,  when  the  concentrated  fire  of  heavy 
ships  is  brought  against  them,  that  he  lias  requested  me  to  ^2^]^^  ^^^ 
the  result  of  my  experience. 

He  has  also  requested  me  to  make  it  an  official  communication  to 

yourself,  and  to  have  a  copy  sent  to  him  through  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  complied  with  his  request,  and  herewith  enclose  two  copies, 

one  to  go  on  file,  the  other  for  Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard,  XJ.  S. 

Engineers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portrr, 

Eear-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  iVo  ry,  Washington^  IK  C, 

[Snclosurt^.] 

Flagship  Malvbrn, 
Cape  Fear  River^  North  Carolina^  February  1^  1865. 

Sir:  General  Barnard  has  just  visited  the  works  lately  captured 
here,  and  the  impression  made  upon  him  by  the  new  plan  of  defenses 
adopted  by  the  rebels,  and  the  effect  of  naval  fire  on  them,  has  been  to 
modify  the  opinions  that  he  has  heretofore  entertained,  if  not  to  change 
them  altogether. 

He  has  requested  me  to  write  an  ofiibial  document  to  the  Department 
on  this  subject,  as  he  considers  that  the  experience  I  have  had  in 
attacking  forts  of  various  kinds  lias  enabled  me  to  form  a  pretty  accu- 
rate idea  of  their  powers  of  endurance  against  the  ships  of  the  present 
day,  and  wlietlier  or  not  forts  can  be  built  that  will  stand  a  bombard- 
ment, such  as  can  be  brought  against  them  by  our  Navy  or  any  other 
navy  equal  or  sui)eri()r  to  it. 

The  matter  is  of  so  much  importance  to  this  country  that  I  unhesi- 
tatingly comply  with  the  request  of  (Jeneral  Barnard,  although  it  is 
with  some  diffidence  I  undertake  to  handle  a  subject  that  may  bring 
my  opinions  in  conflict  with  those  of  officers  more  able  and  better 
informed  on  such  subjects  than  I  am.  What  opinions  I  may  give  are 
derived  from  an  experience  of  four  years'  fighting  against  forts  of  all 
kinds,  from  a  sand-hill  battery  for  12-pounders  up  to  the  largest  work 
that  was  ever  built. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  know  anything  about  the  theory  of  engineering 
or  the  rules  which  govern  engineers  in  their  different  arrangements  of 
stone,  mortar,  sand,  and  guns.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  startle  some  of  their 
long-established  convictions  when  I  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  have 
no  forts  on  our  part  of  the  continent  which  can  stand  the  concentrated 
fire  of  heavy  ships,  monitors,  and  ironsides  combined. 

When  the  kind  of  ships  enumerated  can  get  within  a  mile  of  any 
works,  and  can  bring  to  bear  guns  enough  (say  fifteen  to  one)  to  drive 
the  artillerists  from  their  batteries,  the  capture  of  a  fort  is  a  mere 
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matter  of  time,  and  a  short  time  at  that,  if  a  properly  equipped  military 
fone  is  combined  with  the  naval  attack. 

The  running  past  a  battery  is  a  very  easy  thing,  when  there  is  a 
straight  channel  and  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  there  is  no  fort  in 
any  of  the  waters  of  the  North  that  can  not  be  safely  passed,  and  (in 
military  phrase)  the  '*  position  turned,"  and  no  forts  now  built  can  keep 
out  a  large  fleet,  unless  the  channel  is  obstructed. 

These  are  rather  bold  statements  for  a  sailor  to  make,  but  I  may 
somewhat  satisfy  the  feelings  of  military  engineers  when  I  state  that 
forts  can  be  built  that  can  not  only  resist,  but  can  destroy  any  ship 
attempting  to  pass  them,  although  I  doubt  if  any  work  could  be  erected 
that  would  prevent  vessels,  wooden  or  iron,  from  running  by  without 
obstructions  in  the  channel. 

So,  after  all,  we  can  not  depend  solely  on  forts  to  defend  the  ap- 
proaches to  harbors,  and  must,  in  the  end,  rely  a  great  deal  upon  the 
iron  floating  steam  batteries  to  encounter  vessels  that  might  run  past 
our  shore  batteries. 

The  result  of  the  experience  of  this  war  goes  to  prove  that  no  works 
of  any  kind  yet  erected  can  stand  the  fire  of  ships.  The  rebels,  being 
thrown  upon  their  own  resources,  and  finding  that  their  earliest  efforts 
did  not  succeed,  have  adopted  new  plans  which  give  evidence  of  great 
engineering  skill,  but  which  have  failed  in  every  case  to  prevent  heavily 
armored  vessels  from  passing  their  batteries,  and  in  most  cases  their 
forts  have  succumbed.  Indeed,  I  know  of  no  instance  where  troops  and 
ships  properly  combined  have  attacked  a  land  work  when  the  land 
work  was  not  taken. 

It  has  been  the  received  opinion,  up  to  a  late  date,  that  one  gun  on 
shore  was  equal  to  ten  on  board  ship.  This  no  doubt  may  be  true  so 
far  as  regards  ten  guns  in  a  vessel  and  one  gun  in  a  fort,  but  the  rule 
gives  way  when  a  very  large  number  of  guns  is  brought  to  bear  on  a 
fort  and  there  is  a  continuous  bursting  of  shells  and  shrapnel  and 
showers  of  grape  and  canister  against  guns  en  barbette  or  men  behind 
traverses. 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  arrange  guns  en  barbette  in  continuous 
rows  at  20  feet  apart,  in  batteries  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  thirty  guns,  as 
might  have  been  supposed  sufficient  to  protect  a  place. 

These  guns  were  placed  without  intervening  traverses,  which  is,  even 
at  this  moment,  the  case  with  all  our  seacoast  fortifications. 

It  is  very  plain  to  any  one  who  has  had  any  experience,  and  has  been 
exhibited  during  this  rebellion,  that  our  seacoast  works  can  not  be 
manned  and  worked  against  fleets,  since,  by  the  close  contiguity  of  the 
guns,  the  necessary  crowding  of  the  gunners,  and  the  absence  of  all 
kinds  of  defense,  the  destructive  efl'eet  of  shells  is  too  great  to  permit 
men  to  stand  by  their  guns,  which  would  soon  be  disabled  (even  if  they 
had  traverses)  by  the  cool,  deliberate  fire  of  monitors  and  ironsides, 
combined  with  Xl-inch  and  lOOpounder  rifles  in  wooden  vessels. 

Even  though  forts  may  be  protected  by  the  best  of  traverses,  shells 
fired  at  proper  elevations  must  take  effect  on  the  battery,  since  if  it 
misses  one  gun  it  must  strike  another,  and  if  the  fire  is  at  all  enfilading 
the  shell  may  take  effect  on  several  guns  at  the  same  time.  As  long  as 
a  gun  is  disabled  it  matters  little  how  it  is  done. 

There  is  one  source  of  mischief  to  gunners  and  guns  arising  from 
the  erection  of  sand-bag  or  earth  traverses.  In  the  first  place,  a  heavy 
shell  striking  or  exploding  on  a  traverse  knocks  the  sand  into  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns  and  disables  them  as  effectually  as  if  they  were 
dismounted.  This  happened  at  Fort  Fisher  long  before  the  guns  were 
dismounted  by  our  shells. 
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In  the  second  place,  the  sand  bags  are  thrown  down  on  the  circles 
and  prevent  the  training  of  the  guns.  They  are  also  thrown  npon  the 
gunners,  wounding  them  seriously  and  burying  them  under  the  earth. 
I  saw  an  instance  of  this  kind  at  Fort  Fisher,  where  a  rebel  was  baried 
by  a  shell,  with  nothing  but  his  head  left  above  ground. 

A  barbette  battery  must  be  very  defective  and  vulnerable  when  the 
guns  are  placed  within  30  feet  of  each  other.  The  space  should  bo  at 
least  100  feet,  with  high  earthen  traverses  between  the  guns.  That  is, 
supposing  we  still  adhere  to  the  new  system  of  fortifications,  which  has 
been  found  capable  of  resisting  ships. 

There  are  points  where  forts  could  be  built  as  above  mentioned 
where  they  would  be  unassailable  by  ships,  and  Federal  Point,  where 
Fort  Fisher  stands,  is  one  of  those  points. 

Had  the  engineer,  Whiting,  known  anything  of  the  hydrography  of 
the  outer  bar,  he  would  have  placed  his  fort  1  mile  inside  of  where  he 
did  build  it.  His  works  then  would  have  been  out  of  reach  of  any  naval 
guns.  Ilis  line  would  have  extended  from  the  sea,  inside  of  the  bar,  to 
the  [Gape  Fear]  river  and  swamp  on  the  inside,  rendering  it  perfectly 
impossible  for  an  enemy  landing  there  to  turn  either  end  of  the  fortified 
line. 

This  line  would  have  commanded  completely  the  tortuous  and  shal- 
low channel  leading  into  Gape  Fear  Eiver,  and  all  the  light-draft  vessels 
on  earth  could  not  have  entered  there ;  neither  could  light-draft  monitors 
nor  any  kind  of  vessel,  except  in  peaceful  times  and  with  an  experienced 
pilot. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  most  skillful  engineers  will  make  mistakes 
which  the  knowledge  of  an  intelligent  seaman  would  have  corrected. 
It  was  our  good  fortune  that  the  engineer.  Whiting,  was  self-opinionated, 
or  else  knew  nothing  of  the  hydrography  outside  the  bar,  near  the  fort, 
or  else  he  never  had  formed  an  idea  of  what  the  concentrated  fire  of 
300  guns  would  bo  on  the  face  of  a  work  i)roteeted  by  traverses. 

The  Gonfederates,  however,  by  numerous  contests  with  our  fleet, 
have  learned  that  the  old  system  of  defending  forts  is  very  defective. 
They  began  at  Hilton  Head,  by  following  the  old  arrangement,  and 
were  driven  from  their  guns  in  a  short  time. 

They  at  once,  on  finding  the  system  defective,  went  to  work  to  scatter 
their  guns  in  numerous  small  batteries,  instead  of  having  them  all 
together,  and  at  the  same  time  increased  the  space  between  the  guns 
not  less  than  (10  feet  and  protected  them  by  high  traverses,  which  also 
answered  for  bombproofs. 

At  Fort  Caswell  the  rebel  engineers  have  entirely  ignored  the  arrange- 
ments  of  the  United  States  engineers,  which  were  made  at  great  exi>ense, 
and  all  the  improvements  of  modern  times,  introduced  (as  it  was  sup- 
posed) as  circumstances  reijuired. 

While  the  rebels  have  been  steadily  advancing  in  the  science  of 
building  forts,  or  remodeling  those  that  fell  into  their  possession,  we 
have  not  i)rogressed  in  a  like  manner,  from  the  fact  that  necessity,  wliich 
is  the  mother  of  invention,  never  arose  to  put  the  intelligence  of  our 
engineers  to  work. 

Our  frowning  stone  works,  with  their  guns  all  standing  out  en  bar- 
bette, and  with  others  looking  through  small  ports  and  mounted  in 
enclosed  casemates,  gave  a  feeling  of  security  and  seemed  to  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  strongest  foe,  while,  in  fact,  both  these  arrangements  are 
glaring  defects  and  a  most  prominent  evidence  of  weakness  in  our 
forts.  There  is  not  a  fort  in  the  United  States  that  I  have  seen  that 
could  not  be  silenced  by  ships,  if  a  sufiicient  number  were  assigned  to 
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the  task,  and  the  monitors  would  in  a  very  short  time  (unmolested  by 
the  fire  which  heavier  ships  could  keep  down)  knock  away  the  walls 
with  their  XV-inch  shot,  and  the  whole  fabric  would  be  in  ruins. 

The  fact  that  our  forts  have  XV-inch  or  XX-inch  guns  mounted,  and 
could  sink  a  monitor  if  they  struck  her,  furnishes  no  argument  in  favor 
of  the  forts.  On  the  contrary,  those  large  guns,  standing  so  high  up 
and  loading  so  slowly^  are  just  the  objects  that  naval  gunners  would 
delight  to  explode  their  shrapnel  against,  and,  from  my  experience  in 
naval  gunnery,  the  third  shell  would  kill  every  man  at  the  gun. 

If  these  monster  guns  were  placed  in  stone  casemates,  with  shutters 
of  thick  iron  outside,  they  would  be  very  severe  on  ships,  provided  the 
stone  wall  would  stand  the  blow  of  a  XV-inch  shot  Common  sense 
will  tell  anyone  that  stone  must  crumble  before  the  repeated  blows  of 
XV-inch  shot.  To  prove  it,  it  is  only  necessary  to  put  a  block  of  the 
best  granite  under  a  trip  hammer  of  ordinary  size.  The  XV-inch  shot 
is  equal  to  trip  hammer,  anvil,  bellows,  and  forge,  all  thrown  at  the 
same  time. 

The  rebels  seem  to  have  comprehended  at  once  the  weakness  of  the 
works  at  Gaswell,  and  remodeled  the  fort  entirely,  keeping  the  old 
structure  as  a  ground  to  work  upon,  securing  the  oriek  walls,  inside 
and  out,  with  sand  bags  and  other  earthworks,  against  heavy  shot, 
scattering  the  guns  and  protecting  them  with  huge  traverses,  as  at 
Fort  Fisher. 

It  would  have  been  a  most  difficult  place  to  take.  I  do  not  think  ships 
could  have  had  any  effect  upon  it,  as  it  was  entirely  out  of  the  reach 
of  our  heaviest  shot.  The  monitors  could  not  enter  the  channel,  and 
had  we  attacked  that  place,  as  was  proposed  by  an  engineer  who 
was  totally  ignorant  of  the  hydrography,  we  should  have  failed  in  the 
naval  part  of  the  operations.  It  was  a  land  or  siege  operation  alto- 
gether. The  Navy  would  have  been  most  efi'ective  in  landing  troops, 
and  covering  them  until  they  carried  their  approaches  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  works. 

I  mention  Fort  Gaswell  as  showing  that  the  rebels  could  have  secured 
themselves  perfectly  had  they  planted  Fort  Fisher  a  mile  farther  back 
from  the  eastern  beach. 

The  question  now  is.  What  is  the  right  system  to  be  adopted  in 
building  forts  t 

As  I  have  seen  every  kind  of  fort  that  has  yet  been  built  attacked 
by  ships  (wooden  and  iron),  and  in  no  instance  did  the  vessels  fail  to 
capture  or  aid  in  capturing  the  forts,  General  Barnard  has  requested 
me  to  express  my  views  and  give  the  result  of  my  experience.  I  do  so 
with  no  desire  to  make  myself  conspicuous,  or  take  a  leading  part  in  a 
subject  which  properly  belongs  to  another  branch  of  the  service,  and  I 
only  undertake  to  throw  some  light  on  the  subject  at  the  request  of 
others. 

My  first  experience  in  fort  fighting  was  when  I  was  quite  a  boy,  and 
while  a  midshipman  in  the  Mexican  navy.  I  belonged  to  a  twenty-gun 
brig,  mounting  24-pounder  carronades.  We  attacked  two  Spanish 
brigs  of  war  of  superior  force,  beat  them,  and  drove  them,  much  crip- 
pled, inshore,  under  a  one-gun  (24-pounder)  Martello  tower.  This  one 
gun  opened  on  us,  cut  us  up  severely,  and  we  in  turn  were  obliged  to 
haul  ofi*.  Here  was  one  gun  more  than  a  mateh  for  ten  guns,  in  broad 
side.  The  gun  on  the  Martello  tower  was  en  barbette^  but  we  had 
nothing  but  solid  shot  in  those  days,  and  could  not  have  competed  with 
the  one  gun  if  we  had  had  twenty  guns  in  action. 

My  second  experience  was  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
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Mexico.  At  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz  a  large  battering  train  was  landed 
and  quite  a  namber  of  mortars,  which  played  apon  the  town  without 
seeming  to  affect  the  determination  of  the  troopn.  The  Mexican  ^ns 
were  en  barbettey  and  had  no  traverses.  Six  or  eight  naval  guns  ( VII I- 
inch  shell  guns)  were  hauled  up  by  the  sailors  and  placed  in  position. 
Good  works  were  constructed  of  sand  bags  by  the  army  engineers,  and 
the  guns  in  them  were  somewhat  protected  by  traverses. 

From  the  time  these  guns  oi)ened  on  the  town,  it  was  very  apparent 
that  it  was  a  mere  question  of  a  few  days  whether  the  place  would  sur- 
render. The  Mexicans  could  stand  the  solid  shot,  but  were  driven 
firom  their  guns  by  the  navy  shells. 

Had  the  ships  gone  into  action  at  that  time,  which  they  should  have 
done,  they  would  have  silenced  the  Mexican  batteries  in  half  an  hour, 
but  the  old  idea  that  two  guns  on  shore  were  equal  to  seventy-four  on 
board  ship  was  universally  accepted  as  true,  and  no  one  cared  to  go 
contrary  to  the  rule. 

1  was  in  a  small  steamer  at  that  time,  the  Spitfire^  commanded  by 
Gaptain  Tattnall.  After  assisting  with  our  shell  guns  in  bombi^tling 
the  town,  the  captain  took  a  notion  to  attack  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulna. 

Quixotic  as  this  may  appear,  one  or  two  shell  guns  on  that  little 
steamer  so  disturbed  the  gunners  in  that  large  castle,  with  its  numerous 
guns,  that  the  steamer  was  struck  but  once,  and  fired  over  seventy 
shells  into  the  fort  and  town,  at  a  distance  of  less  than  a  mile. 

I  was  then  struck  with  the  exposed  condition  of  the  barbette  guns, 
and  urged  Commodore  Perry  to  attack  the  fort  with  the  ships,  but  was 
not  listened  to.  All  the  ships  would  have  taken  the  castle  in  less  than 
an  hour. 

My  next  experience  with  shell  guns  against  batteries  was  on  the 
Tabasco  River.  In  the  steamer  ^itfircj  I  attempted  to  run  past  a 
battery  of  seven  guns,  pointing  down  the  river.  The  guns  were  in 
embrasures.  One  or  two  shells  of  ours,  exploding  over  the  guns, 
cleared  out  all  the  gunners,  and,  anchoring  the  vessel  in  the  rejir  of  the 
works,  we  threw  so  rapidly,  boarding  it  at  the  same  time  with  50  men 
armed  with  cutlasses,  we  carried  the  works  against  a  garrison  of  aOO 
men,  who  were  driven  from  their  unprotected  guns  by  our  shells. 

I  made  up  my  mind  from  that  day  tliat  forts  constructed  on  the 
present  plan  would  never  stand  the  fire  of  ships. 

With  these  early  impressions  upon  me,  I  re(!ommended,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  rebellion,  an  attack  on  the  forts  at  the  entrance  to  New 
Orleans,  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  consulted  at  that  time  with  General  Barnard,  who  furnished  me 
with  most  correct  maps  and  plans,  and  agreed  with  me  in  opinion  that 
the  forts  could  be  taken  by  shii)S  and  bomb  vessels. 

All  the  guns  of  these  forts  that  were  of  any  use  were  en  barbette. 
The  few  that  were  casemated  were  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  water, 
the  fort  having  settled. 

The  history  of  that  event  is  well  known.  Th<»  mortar  vessels  dis- 
abled Fort  Jackson  so  that  no  ship  was  struck  from  that  side,  and  the 
men  at  the  exposed  guns  of  Fort  St.  Philip  were  driven  to  shelter 
after  a  few  broadsides  of  the  vessels  as  they  passed. 

The  best  resistance  opposed  by  the  enemy  was  from  some  rams  and 
gunboats,  but  they  were  soon  demolished,  and  the  ships  passed  up, 
having  received  no  damage  that  would  affect  their  efliciency. 

Here  were  two  forts,  mounting  nearly  100  guns,  that  were  passed  by  a 
squadron  of  wooden  ships,  with  shell  guns,  where  the  enemy  had  strong 
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currents  on  their  side,  and  bad  shoals  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of 
oar  vessels. 

It  was  perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficnlt  positions  for  ships  to  pass  at 
night,  amid  smoke,  flames,  and  rams,  and  in  my  opinion  settled  the 
problem  about  steamships  passing  forts  when  there  was  plenty  of 
water. 

In  this  instance  only  a  fleet  of  well-constructed  monitors  or  powerful 
rams  could  have  stopped  the  advance  of  our  fleet.  The  enemy  had 
vessels  intended  for  that  purpose,  but  they  were  too  fragile  to  effect 
anything,  and  were  all  destroyed. 

New  York  at  this  moment  is  in  a  worse  condition  for  defense  than 
New  Orleans  was  at  that  time,  and  a  fleet  of  English  vessels  could 
enter  New  York  Harbor  (despite  all  the  forts),  or  any  other  harbor 
where  obstructions  can  not  be  placed  in  the  channels.  Obstructions 
and  torpedoes  are  a  better  defense  than  our  present  forts. 

Soon  after  the  taking  of  New  Orleans  I  was  ordered  up  to  Vicksburg 
with  the  mortars  to  try  and  silence  the  batteries  while  Admiral  Farra- 
gut's  fleet  passed  by.  The  rebels  had  about  30  heavy  guns  mounted  at 
that  time,  which  they  had  been  permitted  to  mount  without  being 
troubled.  They  had  all  kinds  of  batteries,  but  most  of  the  guns  were 
en  barhett€j  with  low  traverses. 

The  mortars  soon  drove  the  gunners  away,  and  when  the  ships  passed 
up  they  threw  in  such  a  shower  of  shells  and  shrapnel  that  no  rebel 
could  stand  to  his  guns  until  the  ships  had  passed. 

Here  were  30  guns  on  shore  against  40  on  board  ship,  and  yet  the 
ships  passed  up  in  safety,  losing  only  a  few  men,  and  with  little  or  no 
damage  to  the  vessels.  The  same  ships  passed  down  again,  with  a 
like  result. 

After  this  I  was  ordered  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  cooperated 
with  General  Sherman  in  his  attack  upon  Vicksburg.  Here  I  found 
that  the  rebels  had  constructed  forts  of  a  different  order.  The  batter- 
ies were  scattered  in  all  directions,  and  there  were  never  more  than 
two  guns  in  one  place.    They  also  had  sand-bag  traverses. 

Haynes's  Bluff*,  up  the  Yazoo  River,  was  a  strong  place,  mounting  17 
heavy  guns  and  some  smaller  pieces.  We  attacked  it  with  the  gunboats 
to  try  its  strength,  and  found  it  more  formidable  than  we  expected. 
Strong  as  it  was,  the  men  were  driven  from  the  guns,  and  could  we 
have  got  a  land  force  in  the  rear  of  the  work  it  would  have  fallen. 
The  guns  were  not  protected  properly  on  the  front  from  our  fire,  nor  in 
the  rear. 

Haynes'  Bluff  finally  fell  on  account  of  gunboats  approaching  it  in 
front  and  the  army  coming  up  in  the  rear  of  it.  It  could  not  have  stood 
the  combined  attack  for  two  hours. 

At  Arkansas  Post  I  met  with  a  new  kind  of  work :  An  enclosed  case- 
mate, covered  with  a  double  thickness  of  railroad  iron  and  portholes 
only  large  enough  for  the  muzzles  of  the  guns  to  get  through. 

Tbe  fort  mounted  eleven  guns,  but  only  three  of  them  were  IX- inch 
and  X-inch.  I  had  nine  IXinch  and  two  Vlll-inch  (the  smaller  guns 
were  seldom  used)  to  oppose  to  this,  in  ironclad  vessels. 

The  enemy  had  put  up  their  range  marks  at  600, 700,  and  1,100  yards. 
I  placed  the  gunboats  only  70  yards  from  the  fort,  and  in  three  hours 
every  gun  in  the  enemy's  battery  was  disabled  or  dismounted.  The 
work  here  was  done  mostly  by  tbe  gunboats. 

The  new-fashioned  casemates  turned  out  to  be  no  better  than  the  guns 
en  harbet^    thav  were  perfect  slaughterhouses  and  were  piled  up  with 
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Every  shell  that  went  through  the  portholes  kiUed  and  woanded 
every  man  in  the  close  casemate^  and  those  that  went  through  the  door- 
way killed  the  men  at  the  gnns  monnte<l  en  harbette. 

This  proved  to  me  most  satisfactorily  that  gnns  in  casemates  were  no 
better  protected  from  shells  than  those  en  barbette.  I  was  ooiivinced 
that  no  snch  casemates  fand  they  were  the  strongest  that  I  have  ever 
seen)  could  stand  the  heavy  gnns  of  a  squadron. 

Our  next  operations  were  against  Vicksbnrg,  where  we  passed  down 
in  defiance  of  those  heavy  batteries  of  over  sixty  guns,  and  even  took 
some  fragile  transports  with  us,  only  one  of  which  was  lost.  Little  or 
no  damage  was  done  to  the  fleet  of  gunboats,  and  we  lost,  all  told,  but 
14  men. 

The  guns  in  Vicksburg  were  still  mounted  en  barbette^  with  heavy 
traverses.  We  inflicted  more  loss  on  them  than  they  did  on  us,  and  our 
move  completely  sealed  the  fate  of  Vicksburg  and  cut  the  enemy  oft 
from  his  supplies  by  the  river. 

In  the  course  of  that  same  week  I  attacked  the  heavy  works  at  Grand 
Oulf  with  eight  ironclads. 

The  guns  in  these  works  were  scattered  (thirteen  of  them)  over  a 
space  of  1.500  yards.  Five  of  them  were  at  an  elevation  of  53  feet;  the 
others  were  at  an  elevation  of  109  feet. 

After  five  hours  and  a  half  fighting,  all  the  guns  were  disabled  except 
ona  They  were  literally  covered  up  in  the  earth,  and  after  passing 
down  and  landing  the  army  15  miles  below,  we  went  up  and  took  quiet 
possession  of  them. 

All  these  guns  were  mounted  en  barbette^  and  the  gunners  could  not 
stay  at  them,  and  although  they  fired  well  and  did  us  a  good  deal  of 
damage,  killing  and  wounding  75  ])ersons  in  three  vessels,  they  had  to 
succumb. 

When  General  Grant  made  his  attaitk  on  Vicksburg  in  May,  I  attacked 
the  lower  batteries  with  six  ironclads,  (*ominencing  at  the  lowest  battery. 

Wesilence<l  the  hill  batteries  all  the  way  up  to  a  nine  gun  water  bat- 
tery, which  gave  us  some  trouble,  but  gradually  slackened  its  fire,  and 
after  an  action  of  six  hours  we  withdrew  to  till  up  with  ammunition, 
with  only  one  or  two  killed  and  seven  wounded,  having  disabled  some 
of  the  heaviest  guns  the  enemy  had.  The  enemy^s  guns  were  still  en 
barbette. 

The  next  fort  I  made  a  demonstration  aprainst  was  Fort  De  Russy,  on 
Bed  River.  This  work  was  t^iken  by  assault  by  the  troops,  a  few  men 
only  being  in  the  fort  and  the  gunboats  throwing  only  three  shells  over 
the  water  batteries,  which  set  the  rebels  to  running. 

I  examined  this  fort  carefally.  It  was  an  extensive  and  beautiful 
structure,  with  a  large  square  work,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  water,  and 
heavy  casemates  C4>vere<l  with  two  thicknesses  of  railroad  iron.  These 
portholes  in  the  main  casemate  were  of  thick  iron  and  only  large 
enough  to  admit  the  muzzles  of  the  guns.  The  embrasures  inside  were 
the  reverse  of  embrasures  generally.  The  guns  were  mounted  on  pivot 
carriages. 

I  ordered  the  Ensex  to  fire  on  this  work,  at  a  distance  of  550  yards,  to 
test  its  strength. 

A  percussion  shell  was  the  first  one  fired.  It  struck  a  point  near  the 
porthole  and  tore  out  the  iron  over  a  surface  12  inches  long  (vertically) 
by  8  inches  wide.  I  annex  a  drawing  of  the  other  damages,  which 
shows  that  twenty  shot  would  have  knocked  the  whole  work  to  pieces. 
It  was  not  as  good  as  guns  en  barbette. 
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In  a  iinmber  of  smaller  aftairs  ou  the  Mississippi  and  Bed  rivers, 
in  which  the  vessels  of  my  command  with  one  or  two  exceptions  came 
off  victorious,  1  was  satisfied  that  no  works  yet  constructed  could  stand 
the  concentrated  lire  of  heavy  guns  on  board  ship.  The  vessels  have 
a  great  advantage.  They  can  engage  or  not,  as  it  suits  them.  They 
can  choose  their  distance  or  i>osition,  and  the  fort  has  to  accept  the 
terms  or  else  the  people  on  shore  must  go  into  bombproofs  and  be 
captured  finally  bv  a  land  force. 

In  no  instance  during  the  war  (except  at  Charleston)  have  combined 
attacks  of  army  and  navy  failed  to  take  a  fort,  which  shows  conclu- 
sively that  they  were  not  properly  constructed,  and  were  made  to  be 
taken. 

The  result  of  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  by  the  navy  has  been 
witnessed  by  Major-General  Barnard,  and  I  think  he  is  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  the  destructive  effect  of  the  naval  fire  on  these  tremendous 
works. 

It  has,  I  believe,  convinced  him  that  we  must  make  a  new  move  in 
fortifying  our  coast,  for  the  rebels  have  certainly  exhausted  all  their 
ingenuity  in  building  seacoast  defenses,  and  have  never  kept  us  out 
yet  when  we  determined  to  get  in. 

Fort  Fisher  is  a  stronger  work  than  Fortress  Monroe  against  ships, 
although  it  is  weak  against  an  assault  when  the  assault  is  covered  by 
the  fire  of  ships. 

The  same  fleet  we  used  at  Fort  Fisher  would  silence  Fortress  Monroe 
in  a  day,  dismount  all  the  conspicuous  guns,  and  the  monitors  and 
Ironsides  would  demolish  all  the  casemates  in  a  few  hours. 

The  assaulting  of  such  a  work  would  be  a  more  difiScult  matter,  and 
could  only  be  done  by  slow  approaches  and  after  a  long  siege. 

To  show  the  importance  of  making  a  fort  impregnable  against  shells 
or  assault  (which  can  bo  done),  it  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  history 
of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher. 

It  is  certainly  the  strongest  and  most  complete  single  work  1  ever 
saw,  but  it  bad  the  fault  of  being  placed  too  close  to  the  sea,  where 
ships  could  get  near  it.  It  commanded  all  the  works  on  Federal  Point, 
and  when  Fort  Fisher  fell  they  fell  also.  There  was  no  escape  for  one 
of  the  garrison  even. 

With  Fisher  fell  Fort  Caswell,  Fort  Shaw,  Fort  Campbell,  the  exten- 
sive works  on  Smith's  Island,  a  heavy  work  at  Smithville,  and  some 
minor  works,  in  all  amounting  to  185  guns,  with  immense  (luan titles  of 
munitions  of  war. 

Fort  Fisher  was  tlie  key  to  all  this  tremendous  system  of  works,  which 
will  furnish  food  for  study  to  our  engineers  for  years  to  come,  and,  in 
many  cases,  the  i)lans  inaugurated  by  the  rebels  will  be  adopted  by  us. 

I  hope  that  we  may  never  commit  the  same  mistakes  that  the  rebels 
have,  and  build  a  fort  without  consulting  the  hydrography  of  its  ap- 
proaches. 

Here  was  a  chain  of  works  not  exceeded  by  anything  of  the  kind  in 
the  world,  lost  to  the  rebels  because  the  key  to  them  all  was  placed 
within  the  reach  of  ships.  Had  Fort  Fisher  beeu  built  a  mile  farther 
back,  Wilmingtou  could  have  defied  us  as  long  as  th(^  rebellion  lasted. 

Our  success  might  have  been  greater  had  we  beeu  provided  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops  to  push  right  ahead.  The  gunboats  could 
do  nothing,  as  the  river  was  filled  with  obstructions,  commanded  by 
heavy  batteries. 

The  trooi)s,  however,  could  not  move,  nor  were  they  in  suflicient 
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numbers  to  do  so.  There  was  not  a  horse  nor  a  wagon  in  the  whole 
army,  and,  in  my  opinion,  there  were  not  troops  enough  to  hold  securely 
a  position  of  so  much  value  to  us. 

As  it  would  take  too  much  time  and  space  to  give  a  description  of 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  works,  I  leave  it  to  the  abler  pen  of 
General  Barnard,  who  has  carefully  examined  them  all.  I  am  sure  the 
result  of  his  inspection  has  materially  changed  many  of  his  views. 

Now  comes  the  question,  How  are  we  to  arrange  our  coast  defenses 
to  make  them  serviceable!  The  theory  heretofore  accepted  that  ^'one 
gun  on  shore  is  equal  to  many  on  shipboard''  is  found  not  to  be  true. 
Since  the  iutroduction  of  ironclads  this  idea  can  not  be  maintained,  as 
we  now  know  how  to  construct  vessels  that  will  resist  the  impact  of 
IX,  X,  XI,  XIII,  and  perhaps  XV  inch  shot,  and  the  guns  of  which 
can  be  worked  in  perfect  security. 

The  result  of  the  firing  of  the  ironclads  and  monitors  upon  the  land 
front  of  Fort  Fisher  shows  that  even  where  barbette  guns  are  spaced 
90  or  100  feet  apart,  with  high  traverses  between  them,  the  protection 
to.  the  guns  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  some  more  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  barbette  guns  than  has  yet  been  contrived  is  desirable. 

It  is  on  this  point  that  I  wish  to  offer  my  opinions,  which  I  do  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  military  engineers,  who  no  doubt 
have  their  own  views  of  the  subject. 

In  short,  I  propose  that  all  our  works  shall  be  earthworks;  or  that 
those  now  built  shall  be  covered  with  earth;  the  guns  to  be  mounted 
iu  monitor  turrets  as  they  are  now  mounted  in  our  monitors.  It  is 
very  evident  that  any  thickness  of  iron  can  be  used  on  the  turrets,  and 
any  size  of  guns  employed. 

The  turrets  can  be  placed  in  such  close  proximity  that  no  assault 
could  be  ventured,  for  with  powder  alone  an  assaulting  party  could  be 
blown  to  perdition.  Even  if  a  party  of  assaulters  should  pass  inside 
the  monitors,  it  could  accomplish  nothing,  as  the  turning  turrets  would 
sweep  them  from  the  fa<'.e  of  the  earth. 

The  galleries  under  the  turrets  could  be  so  arranged  and  made 
secure  against  an  assault  by  having  central  turrets  inside  the  works 
that  every  man  of  the  enemy  that  ventured  there  would  be  destroyed. 

The  details  of  this  plan  I  leave  to  abler  minds  than  mine,  but  I  am 
sure  that  this  is  the  only  method  to  build  a  fort  that  will  resist  success- 
fully ships  and  assaults. 

To  prevent  the  passage  of  such  batteries  as  I  have  mentioned  by 
heavy  ships  of  war,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  inside  floating  batteries 
of  monitors  and  ironsides,  and  when  we  have  all  these  we  can  secure 
ourselves  against  the  attack  of  every  foreign  power,  but  not  until  we 
have  reached  this  perfection  in  forts  can  we  stop  a  fleet  of  heavy 
wooden  vessels. 

Foreign  powers  have  learned  by  our  successes,  and  will  be  apt  to  turn 
against  us  the  experience  they  have  gained.  Fortunately,  the  Navy 
will  soon  be  amply  supplied  with  monitors,  and  it  rests  with  the  Army 
to  perfect  its  j)art  of  the  defenses. 

The  value  of  fortifications  on  land  is  not  iu  the  least  diminished  by 
the  late  results;  their  importance  is  greater  than  ever,  but  they  must 
be  properly  built. 

If  a  cheaper  method  than  the  one  I  have  proposed  can  be  adopted, 
and  as  good  a  one,  I  hope  it  will  be  tried.  If  stone  casemates  can  be 
substituted  for  iron,  or  if  those  now  built  can  be  protected  against 
XV-inch  shot,  I  hope  it  may  be  done,  but  I  would  prefer  seeing  the 
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experiment  tried  on  some  of  our  stone  walls  before  I  should  put  my 
trust  in  them  in  preference  to  monitor  turrets. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portbb, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  0. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Malvern,  November  26,  1864,  to  February  1, 

1865. 

November  26, 1864. — At  12: 10  p.  m.  proceeded  up  the  James  Biver. 

November  27.^ At  7 :  45  a.  m.  passed  Turkey  Bend.  At  U :  45  stopped 
and  General  Ben.  Butler  came  on  board.  At  10 :  15  General  Butler  aud 
Admiral  Porter  left  the  ship  and  proceeded  down  the  river  in  the  steamer 
Greyhound.  At  11  came  to  anchor  above  Aiken's  Lauding.  At  11: 15 
hoisted  anchor  and  dropped  down  about  off  Aiken's  Landing  and  came 
to  anchor.  Bebel  batteries  firing  occasionally  in  the  direction  of  Dutch 
Gap. 

November  28. — Steaming  down  the  river.  At  1 :  15  p.  m.  passed  the 
wreck  of  a  burned  steamer.  At  1 :  40  passed  the  army  transport  Helen 
Oetty,  with  troops,  steaming  up  the  river.  At  3  passed  the  General 
Putnam,  aground.  At  3 :  20  passed  the  ram  Atlanta;  also  the  rebel  pri- 
vateer Florida,  sunk  near  the  Atlanta.  At  3 :  30  passed  Newport  News. 
At  4  came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe.  Admiral  Porter  returned  on 
board. 

November  29. — Lying  at  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads.  At  3: 25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff,  also  Major-General  Butler,  visited 
this  ship. 

December  2. — Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  took  command  of  this  ship. 

December  13. — Lying  at  anchor,  Hampton  Roads.  At  6:30  a.  m.  the 
ironclads  Canonicus,  Mahopac,  and  Monadnock^  also  steamers  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  Fort  Ja^^kson,  and  Rhode  Island,  went  to  sea.  At  9 :  30  hove  short 
20  fathoms  chain  on  port  anchor.  The  fleet  getting:  underway  and  pro- 
ceeding to  sea.  At  1 2 :  30  p.  m.  the  Saamcus,  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow, 
and  the  Pe^wof  proceeded  to  sea.  At  1  the  VanderhUt  proceeded  to  sea. 
At  1 :  30  p.  m.  the  admiral  left  the  shi]> ;  returned  at  2.  At  3  the  Ca^tts 
came  alongside ;  re<ieive<l  some  torpedoes  from  her.  At  4  got  underway 
and  procee<led  down  the  bay. 

December  15, — At  7: 50  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 

December  IS. — At  8 :  20  a.  m.  the  Sassa^us  got  underway  and  stood  to 
the  southward,  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow.  At  1)  the  8henandoah,  Nett 
Ironsides,  and  Mohican  stood  to  the  southward.  At  11  this  ship  stood 
to  the  southward,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  fleet.  At  5 :  15  p.  m. 
arrived  up  to  the  fleet  and  came  to  with  starboard  anchor.  At  6:30 
General  Weitzel  left  the  ship. 

December  19. — At  10  a.  m.  got  underway,  accompanied  by  the  fleet. 
At  11:30  the  fleet  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the  Minnesoin  taking  the 
lead,  army  transports  following.  At  113  meridian  wind  S.  W.,  force  3; 
weather  overcast,  air  67^.  At  3:45  p.  m.  made  signals  to  the  fleet  to 
come  to  anchor.  At  4  came  to  anchor.  The  difl'erent  vessels  of  the 
fleet  came  to  anchor  in  their  respective  stations.  At  11 :  55  p.  m.  firing 
heard  in  the  direction  of  New  Inlet.  Midnight,  wind  S.  W.;  force  6; 
weather  fair. 
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December  22, — ^At  10:30  a.  m.  hove  up  both  anchors  and  steamed 
slowly  in  for  the  land,  followed  by  the  monitors  Nansemond  and  Louisi- 
ana.   At  11 :  45  came  to  anchor. 

December  24. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  wind  W.  by  8.;  force  2; 
weather  fair.  At  12: 15  a.  m.  saw  a  bright  red  light  bearing  W.  f  N., 
apparently  a  vessel  on  fire.  At  1 :  46  a.  m.  saw  the  explosion  of  the 
Louisiana;  also  heard  the  report  very  distinctly.  At  6 :  30  got  under- 
way, in  company  with  the  fleet,  and  stood  toward  the  shore.  From  8 
a.  m.  to  meridian,  all  the  fleet  underway.  At  9 :  40  anchored  in  7^  fath- 
oms water  and  45  fathoms  cable.  At  11  all  the  fleet  got  undeWay; 
stood  in  to  engage  the  batteries.  At  12:45  p.m.  the  New  Ironsides 
opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  followed  immediately  after  by  the  monitors 
Monadnock  and  Vanonicus,  At  1  p.  m.  Fort  Fisher  fireid  at  the  New 
Ironsides,  At  2  the  whole  fleet  steamed  into  x)Osition  and  opened  fire. 
At  3 :  30  Fort  Fisher  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  From  4  to  6,  wind 
S.  W. ;  force  3 ;  weather  fair ;  air  60^.  Fleet  keeping  up  a  continual  fire 
on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound.  At  6:30  ceased  firing,  and  this  ship 
steamed  slowly  to  the  N.  E.,  followed  by  the  fleet.  At  6  came  to  with 
port  anchor. 

December  25. — L3ring  oflF  Fort  Fisher.  At  9: 30  a.  m.  got  underway. 
At  10  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  shore.  At  10: 47  the 
New  Ironsides  opened  the  engagement,  followed  by  the  monitors,  which 
was  returned  slowly  by  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  11 :  45  Lieutenant 
Gushing  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Horton  left  the  ship  with  a  crew  of 
14  men,  in  tow  of  the  Little  Ada,  At  1  p.  m.  firing  going  on  very  briskly 
from  the  first  division,  the  fleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  At  1 1 15  the 
batteries  in  front  of  the  transports  silenced.  At  2 :  15  transports  com- 
menced landing  troops.  At  3  skirmishers  thrown  out  by  the  troops. 
Wind  N.  E. ;  force  1 ;  weather  cloudy;  air  55°.  At  5  bombarding  Fort 
Fisher.  At  5 :  30  the  fleet  steamed  slowly  out  of  range,  except  the  iron- 
clads. At  6  came  to  ofif  Half  Moon  battery.  At  7  heavy  musketry 
heard  on  shore:  also  field  artillery.  Bebel  batteries  firing  occasionally. 
At  7 :  30  the  Wilderness  proceeded  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  At  10  stood  off- 
shore. 

December  26. — At  1  a.  m.  heard  musketry  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Fisher,  also  a  few  shots  from  the  monitors.  Several  of  the  trans- 
ports got  underway  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  At 
6:30  a.  m.  went  ahead  fast  and  communicated  with  several  vessels  of 
the  fleet.  Firing  occasionally  on  shore.  From  8  to  meridian:  Large 
number  of  Union  troops  on  shore.  Steaming  ahead  at  intervals  and 
communicating  with  the  fleet.  The  Cherokeej  Alabama^  and  Gettysburg 
shelling  the  woods  ofl:'  Half  Moon  battery.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Ships  lying  close  to  shore,  several  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods.  At 
7 :  45  rapid  and  continued  artillery  firing  heard  to  the  westward. 

December  27. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  the 
woods.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  At  7 :  30  the  Lilian  came  in  from  sea;  the 
BrooMyn  and  Pawtuxet  weighed  anchor  and  stood  inshore.  Quite  a 
swell  from  the  south.  At  8: 40  Lieutenant  Gushing  was  detached  from 
the  ship  and  ordered  to  the  Monticello.  At  8:56  a.  m.  the  3fon/tce//o 
proceeded  to  the  Western  Bar.  Gunboats  shelling  the  woods  occa- 
sionally during  the  watch  (8  a.  m.  to  meridian).  At  1  p.  m.  gunboats 
engaged  in  shelling  woods.  Several  of  the  fleet  proceeded  to  sea;  alyo 
transports.  At  2:20  the  Emma  and  Montgomery  came  in  collision. 
Fr«»»  *      ^  "  ^"*  «^  swell  from  the  southward. 

uM>vered  a  blockade-running  steamer  close 
ini  at  her. 
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kanhn.  I:th'"^^,n.  a\A  JnnitiUi  {;ol  'ir-'ie:*""  ,t.  A".  >:•>'»  !;.•  .■•/■•-»%.  ^  «. 
T».k*nr*ffn,  .*/</•  It ^/n'''*"/i.  a.'j'l  1  fOhtUf,  *;»^  g,jz  ur.iirrwiijr.  A"  4  *::• 
tiMijf*  i*<rM:  *<t:ui.i:'t»  iii  lifj*- of  J»atll«-.  tlj*-  -V*  ^  IrM\*>'Um  i^'„»l  V  .:•:.::»  r* 

durir;^  T'i<-  -A.it'h.  Ar  J  l"i  tijf  fir-t  ar.'i  ?^c*/»l<1  <iivi*3  t  *  "r'y-  :  ],t,^ 
ol  Jia?ti*-  :i- 0  f:#-]it  nji  a /ai:.::::  nr*-  •■:.  Tort  Y.^'.^ty  \\\:\.'.  ■:  -k.  ■=■:-:. 
*!rfrv<-/al  UiU,*'i\  o'jt.  of  ;an;.'»-.  A"  '»:.^«it:>-  F.*nu.!  ;jr:ivt-«l  ::■: .  ■•:•.,:::..::. 
At  fi :.';*;  ti.*-  t.'^inl  d:*. j-J'.h  u^t^,  -r.iVon  -r.^v.-rH  •■:  •■*  ;»i.il  .i:.-  .  :— ::  :*:•: 
rfj''rj.tor-  rr,:!:;  at  ifir<-r  v.il-  n!  r<-:,  fijiiiiu*-?.  ;it  *:.»•  :i»r":  :  •-  c:.*.-:.  v 
r'-'MrijJJii;  I:.*-  r:«-o'-ra-joji;iily.  At  j:***!!!  -vwhX  S.  S.  '^V..  f..:  -  j.  -x ...:,::. rr 
Lijr.  riif  .",7  .     MMi.'.j;:)jt.  ■. ind  S.  W.   -i^ri:*-  i. 'veat .'.»■:  !..i7y.  air  .Vi'. 

.hinunry  //.--At.  .»:.Vi  a.  rii.  oii»-  nt*  tlif  iii":iit'»ir»  '•]rf-:.»-«i  :  :•■  •">:.  F-^rt 
P'j'li<r.  Af  il  *\}i-  .\V*r  Ii*him'hI^m  ;iij«l  lij'iiiitoi  .V"«''/m«"  •'.  ":«e*  t-ii  r.re 
Oil  tJi<-  fort.  Ar  I  :  .in  j».  m.  tIj<-  /v'/^m  anri  /,'.  A'.  f'uuUr  ^'n:  i:L.;.T"^a3'  -^-^i 
fct'^id  to  th'-  N.  I..  A*  I  :•'.'»  the  >'«"".  f'hijfp*  irn,  a'.il  //»//'  ■  >:--*:  :ii 
;iii'l  I'uii.trrt'il  i\n'  !oit.  At  )  :  |M  the  T*m*n;i  aJid  .V'i'"'»f  ti»*;l«iwrHi  i:.:*> 
a'tjorj.  At  ij  th«'  /ir'fol.itni  mn]  /wf//xrry  st'hmI  into  the  eij;:a;r»*Tiierit.  A: 
li  v.«:  vot.  ij/Mi<-r-.vay  .unl  -tno'l  towanl  tht-  fnrt.  At  .\:lo  a;;r]j»ri.ti  in  5 
fathofiif  v.;it.<T  ;i;ifi  I.",  luMioiiis  r-iuiiii.  the  ;:nnlHia:>  prnjn^'  i-  t«i  action  or 
hauliiij.'  oil*  a-  or«hr«"i.  From  1  to  «i  ]*.  in.:  Tlie  tolh»\viiip  ve<>*.'l<  ••tiH 
IJniijrat  tin-  tV>rt  rin/ :ri:.'  Mm*  '.vatch.  vi/:  .W"-  Jrtfnxiihx,  M*ifi"j'ii' .  .<«»jr#;r/%, 

CflVO/tirttM.  Minnnliinri,  lit'HtUyn.  'ptroiiif,  f'nntUna,  PfjUit'.  .V#-n##'*i, 
//t/,(fn.  Mnnmr^ .  n\n\    V'lntir,      At   I :  ."i."*  tllf  .V//' ««/k/o///*   <t<'aili<-<l  in  ailtl 

enj:ii;.0'«i  the  toi  I.  Irorii  <»  to  s  p.  in,:  The  aljove-naiiie<l  ves••el^  keeitiii;: 
np  a  -low  lire  (>u  J  "mi  t  Fishi-i.  At  7  :  .*iO  sliifted  our  ancliorau'e  lartlM-r 
to  the  '.\«-.^l'.vaifl.  I  loni  S  to  iiii«l;iitjht :  .Si-nt  a  boat  ashore  l^r  Major- 
(ieneral  Titi y.  At  \)  tlie,  ;;iMM'iaI  irame  on  board.  The  moniMns  firiu^ 
slowly  on  I'ort  Fi<h<'r. 

Jtinttfttf/  /.'/. —  I'roin  midnight  to  4  a.  in.:  At  anehor  oil'  Halt*  Moon 
battery.  Sr;\eriil  of  the  vt'S-ils  shellin<r  Fort  Fisher,  avera^in^  a  shot 
every  twehe  minuter.  At  7  a.  m.  tlie  iUdontdo^  Mlnmifota.  W'ahash, 
Pinrhahiii^   SnHnuchanna^  Tinnitlrroyay  'hiniata^  also  the    Unudilht  and 
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Shenandoah^  got  underway.  The  monitors  and  Ironsides  firing  at  inter- 
vals at  Fort  Fisber.  At  9:30  the  following  vessels  went  into  action: 
The  Minnesota^  ColoradOj  Wabash^  Mohican^  and  Susquehanna.  At 
10:20  Lieatenaut  B.H.Porter,  Lieatepant  Preston,  Captain  Breese, 
Lieateuaut  J.  A.  Hamilton,  and  Acting  Master's  Mates  Horton  and 
Lyon  and  a  detail  of  men  went  on  shore  with  all  the  Marine  Corps 
belonging  to  this  ship.  Several  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  engaged  in 
landing  sailors  and  marines.  A  heavy  bombardment  going  on.  Several 
other  vessels  of  the  fleet  going  into  action.  Light  breezes  from  W.  and 
S.  W. ;  weather  fair;  temperature  40°  to  50^.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Entire  fleet  engaged  in  a  heavy  bombardment  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
surrounding  batteries.  At  1 :  20  came  to  with  the  starboard  anchor  in 
4  fathoms  and  15  fathoms  chain.  At  3: 05  made  signal  to  cease  firing; 
also  blew  a  long  whistle,  which  was  the  signal  for  the  sailors  and  sol- 
diers to  attack  the  fort.  At  3  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 
line  of  fire.  At  3: 10  the  sailors  and  soldiers  assaulted  the  fort.  Mar- 
tin Connelly  (marine)  was  brought  on  board  wounded.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m. :  Casualties,  as  far  as  ascertained,  of  this  ship,  officers  and  men,  were 
as  follows:  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter  and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston 
killed.  Kone  of  the  officers  have  yet  returned.  The  Howquah  arrived 
from  Beaufort  with  mail.  The  storming  party  from  the  fleet  was  seri- 
ously repulsed,  the  fighting  going  on  stubbornly.  At  6:45  p.  m.  the 
large  frigates  opened  on  the  fort.  At  7  the  Nansemond  and  Huron  came 
in  collision.  At  7 :  15  sent  ten  blankets  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight: 
The  frigates  engaged  in  firing  on  the  fort.  At  10:05  Major-General 
Terry  signaled  to  Admiral  Porter  that  Fort  Fisher  was  ours;  great 
rejoicing  throughout  the  fleet. 

January  16. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  At  anchor  off  Fort  Fisher 
with  the  fleet.  At  12 :10  the  bodies  of  Lieutenants  Porter  and  Preston 
were  brought  on  board  and  properly  cared  for.  At  12:30  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  in  farther  toward  the  fort.  At  2:40  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  Mr.  Horton  came  on  board.  The  gunboats  shelling  the  woods 
occasionally.  At  3  sent  ofi"  a  boat  and  brought  off  several  of  the  crew. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Gunboats  shelling  the  woods  occasionally  ofl  Flag 
Pond  battery.  At  7:30  saw  a  heavy  explosion  in  Fort  Fisher.  The 
EoUcsj  Keystone  State,  and  Quaker  City  arrived  with  coal  schooners  in 
tow.  The  Vanderbiltj^roceededto  sea.  From  8  to  meridian:  The  Iosco 
engaged  in  dragging  the  channel.  At  12 :  20  p.  m.  the  monitor  Mahopac 
got  underway.  At  1 :  10  the  Osceola  Bnd.  Kansas  passed  up  the  channel 
by  Fort  Fisher.  At  1 :  20  the  New  Ironsides  got  underway,  also  the 
Wabash  and  Minnesota^  and  steamed  up  the  coast  and  anchored.  At 
1 :  45  the  Tacony  and  Sassacus  steamed  into  the  river.  At  2 :  30  sent  the 
bodies  of  Lieutenants  Porter  and  Preston  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  for 
conveyance  North,  by  Admiral  Porter's  [order.]  A  number  of  men  came 
off  from  shore.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  sailed  for  Hampton 
Roads.  Major-General  Terry  visited  the  admiral.  At  4 :  30  the  Rhode 
Island  got  underway  and  went  to  sea.  At  4:45  the  army  steamer 
S,  R.  Spaidding  arrived  from  the  Korth  with  Secretary  Stanton  on 
board;  fired  a  salute  of  17  guns.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Reeeived  1  rebel 
prisoner  on  board,  Byron  JefPers.  At  8:30  Admiral  Porter  returned 
on  board. 

January  17. — At  1  a.  m.  a  large  fire  was  seen  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Caswell,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At  1 :20  a  heavy  explosion 
took  place,  undoubtedly  the  magazine  at  Fort  CaswelL  At  2:10 
another  extili  4  ^scharge  of  guns.    Acting  Master 

J.  A.  Hamil 
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January  18.— At  9: 25  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Battery  Bachanan. 

January  19. — At  10  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  Smith- 
ville.  At  11  anchored  off  the  town.  At  12:25  p.  m.  Rear- Admiral 
D.  D.  Porter  left  the  ship  and  went  inshore  to  Smithville.  At  3  the 
admiral  returned  to  the  ship.  At  4  Major-Oeneral  Terry  came  on 
board;  left  at  6:30. 

January  20. — At  2  a.  m.  the  Confederate  prize  steamer  8t<ig  came  in : 
sent  an  officer  on  board  to  take  charge  of  her.  At  2:30  the  Englit^li 
prize  steamer  Charlotiec2kmQ  in  and  an  officer  was  sent  on  board  to  take 
charge  of  her.  At  7:10  p.  m.  saw  the  liash  and  heard  the  report  of  a 
very  heavy  explosion,  followed  by  four  smaller  ones. 

Jam,uary  22. — At  2  a.  m.  some  extraordinary  flashing  of  lights  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  OaswelL  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Pequot  engaged 
in  shelling  the  woods  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Ga))e  Fear  River. 

January  23. — ^At  12:15  p.  m.  fired  several  shells  at  Beeves'  Point 
Battery. 

January  27. — Acting  Ensign  W.  O.  Wise  in  command. 

January  28.— hying  at  anchor  in  Oape  Fear  River.  At  6:25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff  and  Commodore  Rodgers  came  on 
board.  At  10  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff  left  this  ship  to  .join 
their  vessel;  also  Major-General  Terry  and  staff.  Commodore  Rodgers 
remained  on  board. 

January  29. — At  1:30  p.m.  the  Lenapee  got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  river  a  short  distance.  Rear- Admiral  Porter  and  Fleet  Captain 
Breese  on  shore,  accompanied  by  Commodore  Rodgers  and  General 
Barnard.  At  4:45  p.m.  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  Major-General  Scho- 
field,  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  Fleet  Captain  Breese  returned  on  board. 
At  5: 50  artillery  firing  heard  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  toward 
Wilmington. 

January  30. — At  12:45  p.m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  1 :  30  came  to  anchor.  At  2 :  45  the  Montauk  fired  several 
shots  at  Fort  Anderson. 

January  31. — At  10:30  a.m.  the  army  steamer  C.  W,  Thomas  came 
within  hail.  At  10 :  45  Major- General  Barnard  and  Commodore  Rodgers 
went  on  board  and  proceeded  to  Smithville.  Firing  heard  to  the  north- 
ward and  eastward  during  the  wat(;h.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  artil- 
lery firing  heard  occasionally  during  the  watch  in  a  N,  E.  direction.  At 
6:15  Commodore  Rodgers  and  Major-General  Barnard  left  the  ship  to 
take  passage  north. 

February  1. — At  2  p.  m.  heavy  firing  hoard  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  At  2 :  30  the  Shawmut  commenced  firing  at  the  rebels  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river. 


Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamh^  C.  8,  Army^  commandimi 
the  defenses  of  Federal  Pointy  xcith  headquarters  at  Fort  Fisher, 

October  2Sy  1864. — Four  blockaders  oft',  a  very  small  numl>er  for  dark 
nights.  Met  Major-General  Whiting  at  Sugar  Loaf  and  rode  over  the 
ridge  and  showed  Ca])tain  Hawks's  line  of  defense  to  be  thrown  up  for 
infantry.  General  Whiting,  General  Llt^bert,  and  Commodore  Pinkney, 
with  others,  dined  with  me  today.  Mounted  an  Vlll-inch  columbiad 
on  sea  face.    Lieutenant  Bradford,  of  C.  S.  Favy,  who  is  to  command 
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Battery  Bachanan,  was  here  to-day.  He  was  execative  officer  on  iron- 
clad Tennesseej  recently  captured  at  Mobile.  Beceived  a  kind  letter 
irom  tbe  eighteen  survivors  of  my  old  company,  Woodis  Eifles,  from 
near  Petersburg.    Parker  resumed  his  place  as  adjutant  to-day. 

October  29. — Only  three  blockaders  off  in  the  morning,  four  at  night, 
lieceived  two  Xinch  columbiads  from  Wilmington,  with  ammunition. 
8old  i:660  for  $2,950  in  gold.  0.  8.  S.  ChicJcamaugay  Lieutenant  Wilkin- 
son commanding,  went  out  at  main  bar  last  night. 

October  30. — Four  blockaders  off.  Suspended  work  to-day.  Five 
blockaders  reported  off  at  night. 

October  31. — Steamer  Beatrice^  Handle,  came  in  just  after  midnight 
quietly  from  Nassau,  Sylvester  Burroughs,  jr.,  pilot.  She  brought  me 
twenty  120-pounder  W  hit  worth  shell  and  a  letter  from  Lafitte.  Beatrice 
had  no  signal  officer.  Steamer  Little  Hattie,  Libby,  came  in  just  after 
Beatrice^  from  Bermuda.  Mustered  Companies  A,  0,  D,  E,  F,  O,  H,  and 
I  of  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment  to-day.  Received  carriages, 
etc.,  for  two  X-inch  guns.    From  five  to  six  blockaders  off  to-day. 

November  1, — Steamer  Annie,  Ron  nop,  for  Nassau,  went  out  early  last 
night,  having  crossed  the  Rip  in  the  morning.  She  was  heavily  fired 
upon  by  the  enemy  close  to  the  bar.  Fired  three  shots  to  confase  ^nemy. 
The  quarantine  regulations  cease  from  to-day.  Rode  to  Wilmington 
to  day  on  gray  horse;  left  at  9,  arrived  11:45.  Quickest  trip  I  ever 
made  by  land.  Bought  10  yards  flannel,  $10  in  specie.  Heard  in  Wil- 
mington that  Annie  was  captured  last  night  and  was  seen  off'  Fort 
Fisher  to  day.  Marshall,  Beach  &  Co.  say  they  sent  out  5  bales  in 
Helen  for  Whitworth  guns.  General  Whiting  sent  for  me;  he  wishes 
an  advanced  work  built  at  Battery  Gatlin  to  prevent  enemy  advancing 
down  the  banks.  Told  him  I  was  unwilling  to  stay  under  Brigadier- 
General  Hdbert,  and  that  as  soon  as  alarm  was  over  I  should  try  to  get 
away.  He  said  he  would  not  encourage  it.  Returned  to  Wilmington 
in  steamer  Wells;  did  not  reach  fort  till  11  p.  m.  Six  blockaders  off 
to-day. 

November  5.— Six  blockaders  off.  Steamer  Lucyj  Beaton,  went  out 
quietly  last  night  for .  A  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain  com- 
menced about  9  a.  m.  and  has  increased  in  violence  toward  night. 
Beatrice,  Randle,  came  down  to  go  out,  but  pilot  was  afraid  to  go  on  the 
Rip  to  set  lights.  Wrote  to  Mr.  Holcombe  about  Mrs.  Greenhow's 
baggage. 

November  3. — General  Whiting  telegraphed  that  he  would  meet  us  at 
Sugar  Loaf.  Sent  horses,  but  they  did  not  reach  there  in  time.  Storm 
continued,  and  as  the  wires  were  down  and  he  could  not  tell  me  whether 
he  was  coming,  I  did  not  go,  being  rather  unwell  to  be  unnecessarily 
exposed  to  the  weather.  General  Whiting  and  Miyor  Hill  called  at 
cottage  and  took  lunch  with  me.  He  gave  me  a  rough  plan  for  an 
advanced  woik  on  the  site  of  Battery  Gatlin.  When  the  storm  passed 
over  saw  seven  blockaders  and  a  captured  blockade  runner.  I  am  sure 
ir,  was  the  Ijucy,  that  went  out  here  quietly  Tuesday  night.  Steamer 
Beatrice,  Captain  Randle,  went  out  to-night  about  8  o'clock.  She  was 
lired  at  a  few  times. 

November  4. — Seven  blockaders  and  the  prize  steamer.  ^  Rode  to  Sugar 
Loaf  and  saw  Captain  Hawks  about  advanced  work  at  Old  Camp 
Wyatt.  Steamer  Little  Hattie,  Captain  Libby,  and  Rob  Grissom,  pilot, 
went  out  quietly  to  Nassau.    Wind  S.  W. 

November  5, — Steamer  Blenheim,  Eustis;  Brinkman,  pilot,  came  in 
from  Nassau.  Received  some  nice  presents  from  the  captain.  The 
vessel  is  drawing  nearly  10  feet  of  water  and  can  not  cross  the  Rip  at 
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present.  Naval  garrison,  under  command  of  Lientenant  Bradford,  C.  S. 
Navy,  came  down  toda^  and  Ufok  charge  of  Battery  Bacbanan. 
Steamer  Agnes  Fry  caiue  m  at  Caswell  from  Bermuda. 

Novemlfcr  6". — Steamer  A  rmntrong  came  in  at  Fort  Caswell.  No  more- 
ments  at  this  inlet  (ieneral  Ht'bert  visited  nie  and  we  took  a  ride  over 
the  lines  aronnd  Sugar  Loaf  and  the  profKised  site  of  advanced  work  at 
Battery  (jatlin.  He  agrees  with  me  that  a  hirge  work  can  not  t>e  put 
on  the  beach.  Steamer  Blenheim  crossed  the  Kip  to  day  and  went  t«) 
town. 

Xotem}}er  7. — Five  blockaders  oft".  Wind  E.  S.  E.  Called  on  Lieu- 
tenant Bradford,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan.  He  wantu  more 
quarters  and  does  not  think  his  liattery  can  )»e  fought  at  present.  It 
is  stronger  and  more  heavily  armed  than  Fort  Fisher  was  when  I  took 
command.  Banshee  and  Talisman  came  in  at  main  bar  last  night 
General  Whiting  with  Captain  Strong  came  U)  Sugar  Ix>af.  I  met 
them.  We  rode  to  Battery  Gatlin.  General  agreed  with  me  not  to 
put  the  advanced  work  there,  but  to  have  a  small  fort  on  main  land. 
He  is  to  have  a  covered  road  to  Battery  Anderson,  where  we  are  to 
have  an  advanced  work;  a  covered  way  will  also  run  parallel  to  bMKrh 
to  redoubt  hill.  A  road  will  be  cut  connecting  the  advanced  work  with 
Sugar  Loaf.  Came  up  to  town  with  General  Whiting.  Arrived  Wil- 
mington 10  p.  m. 

Wilmington^  November  8. — Governor  Vance  expected  to  visit  Fort 
Fisher  today;  a  rain  prevented.  Game  down  river  on  steamer  Equator 
with  Lieutenant  Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy,  who  is  to  relieve  Lieutenant 
Bradford  in  command  of  Battery  Buclianan.  Lientenant  Chapman 
was  on  the  Sumter  and  commanded  the  Georgia  for  a  while.  Two  car- 
riages and  chassis  for  Xl-inch  Brooke  guns  sent  down  to  day.  Steamer 
Tallahassee  (cruiser)  came  in  last  night  at  this  inlet. 

Fort  Fisher,  Xonmber  9. — General  Vance,  General  Braxton  Bragg, 
and  (Tcneral  Whiting  visited  Confederate  Point  to-day.  1  met  them 
near  Sugar  Loaf  and  rode  over  the  lines.  Governor  was  very  pleased 
with  my  works.  Went  to  Forts  Caswell,  Campbell,  and  Holmes  with 
general  and  governor  today.  Do  not  think  Campbell  as  strong  as 
the  general  does.  Cimsider Caswell  in  a  bad  fix.  Fort  ifoliues  is  very 
strong,  but  not  near  enough  men.  Returned  to  Fort  Fisher.  Six  block- 
aders were  off  this  morning. 

November  J(f. — Five  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  Fire<l  at  one  that  was 
in  rather  close,  a])])arently  without  effwt.  Had  thorough  target  prac- 
tice today.  Received  a  dis]>atch  from  (ieneral  Ht*l>ert,  stating  that 
Wilmington  would  possibly  be  attacked.  Fort  Fisher  to  be  attacked 
from  the  rear.  At  about  VJ  o'clock  1  received  tlie  following  from  Gen- 
eral iii^'bert:  **  Fleet  off  Western  Bar;  do  not  know  yet  what  it  mean  s.'^ 
Colonel  Jackson  with  his  entire  force  has  been  ordered  to  Sugar  lioaf. 
Colonel  Tansili  to  Masonboro     Gold  is  worth  28  for  1. 

November  11, — Six  blockaders  off.  (ieneral  Hel)ert  visited  Fort 
Fisher  today.  Dismounted  42-pounder  rifle  in  pulpit.  Colonel  Jack- 
son relieves  me  of  the  command  of  Confederate  Point  above  Camp 
Wyatt,  including  Batteries  Anderson  and  Gatlin ;  Xl-ineh  gun  arrived. 
Nine  blo(!kaders  off  at  *J  p.  ni. 

Norember  lii, — Six  blockaders  off.  Westerly  wind.  Laid  off  pali- 
sades from  N.  E.  salient  to  the  sea.  (ieneral  Whiting  and  Captain 
Strong  came  down,  landing  at  Camp  Wyatt,  and  rode  to  Battery 
Anderson  and  maue  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  country  between 
there  and  here;  laid  out  a  redoubt  on  Howard's  Hill.  Named  the  hill 
this  side  (south)  of  ('amp  Wyatt  Hospital,  Singleton's  Hill;  named 
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swamp  ill  rear  of  Battery  Anderson,  Anderson  Swamp.  Swamp  in 
rear  of  Camp  Wyatt,  Iverson  Swamp.    General  went  to  Smithville. 

November  IS. — Generals  Whiting  and  Hebert  came  to  Fisher  about 
sunrise  to  lay  off  redoubt  on  Howard's  Hill.  Took  breakfast  with  me. 
General  Hubert  says  his  dispatch  of  the  10th  should  have  read,  '<  Firing 
in  fleet,  etc."  It  might  have  been  a  serious  mistake.  General  Whiting 
and  Captain  Stroug  rode  to  town  to-day.  Saw  Captain  Chapman,  Bat- 
tery Buchanan.  He  is  ready  to  exchange  that  Xl-iiich  gun  for  X-inch, 
but  it  is  now  too  late  for  the  present. 

November  14, — Four  blockaders  off.  Remounted  X-inch  next  to  pul- 
pit. Messrs.  Power,  Low  -&  Co.,  as  agents  of  the  Liverpool  Trading 
Company,  have  presented  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  with  15  bags  of 
coffee,  6  barrels  of  sugar,  and  1  barrel  of  whisky.  Fired  at  a  blockader 
rather  close  in  to-night,  and  think  we  struck  her.  A  6-pounder  Whit- 
worth  bolt  got  jammed  in  the  gun,  but  was  extracted. 

November  15. — Five  blockaders  off.  Light  northwester  early;  came 
round  later  to  southward  and  westward.  General  Hubert  visted  Fisher 
and  laid  out  redoubt  on  Howard's  Hill,  after  a  plan  of  mine.  He  and 
Colonel  Jackson  dined  with  me  to  day.  Paid  Parker  $480  for  rope 
purchased  for  wrecking  Jjynx.  Received  letter  from  Tom  Miller  in 
regard  to  his  steamer  Black  River;  he  promised  to  run  his  schooners 
with  wood  again. 

November  16. — Four  blockaders  off.  To-day  has  been  set  apart  by 
the  President  for  fasting  and  prayer  thoughout  the  South.  Work  gen- 
erally suspended  at  this  post.  Attend^  service  by  Mr.  McEinnon. 
Subterra  batteries  were  put  down  in  front  of  N.  E.  angle  of  fort;  one 
section  of  four  tanks  was  buried. 

November  17. — Only  three  blockaders  visible  to-day.  Started  work 
on  the  redoubt  on  Howard's  Hill.  General  Whiting,  Major  Hill,  Captain 
Hewett,  of  Condor^  stopped  at  Battery  Buchanan  this  afternoon. 

November  18. — ^Three  blockaders  and  the  tug  off.  Misty  and  rainy. 
X-iuch  columbiad  mounted  on  pulpit. 

November  19. —C  S.  S.  Ghickamaugaj  Commander  Wilkinson,  came 
off  the  bar  before  daylight  and  had  to  wait  for  tide.  At  daylight  four 
blockaders  off.  They  came  in  toward  Chickamauga  and  opened  on  her. 
She  replied  and  a  spirited  engagement  took  place.  The  fort  joined  in. 
The  Chickamauga  came  over  bar  about  8  o'clock  untouched.  Damage 
to  enemy,  if  any,  unknown.  They  threw  a  number  of  shot  and  shell 
on  shore  between  the  fort  and  my  cottage.  Visited  Captain  Wilkinson. 
He  stopped  and  coaled  at  Bermuda.  A  number  of  his  crew  deserted 
there.    He  destroyed  several  fine  vessels  and  some  smaller  ones. 

November  20. — Rainy  morning.  Seven  blockaders  reported  during 
the  day.  Carried  fiat  load  of  Xlinch  ammunition  to  Battery  Buchanan. 
Visited  steamer  Banshee.  Wrote  to  J.  B.  Lafitte,  esq.,  Nassau,  asking 
him  to  send  my  guns  in  by  Banshee  and  Agnes  C.  Fry  or  some  other 
fine  steamers.  Recei  ved  dispatches  stating  that  troops  had  sailed  south 
two  days  ago.  Where  from,  not  stated.  Supposed  for  this  port.  Re- 
ceived General  Orders  Ko.  1,  from  Wilmington,  N.  C,  dated  I7th,  in 
which  General  Baxton  Bragg  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Korth 
Carolina.  Banshee,  Captain  Steele,  Hill,  pilot,  sailed  early  to-night  for 
Nassau.    One  gun  fired  at  her.    Nine  blockaders  reported  off  at  sunset. 

November  21. — Six  blockaders  ofL  Wind  N.  B.  Ugly  weather  all 
day.  Ordered  Captain  Dftidel  BMA^AM^nme  work  on  Quartermaster's 
wharf. 

November  22. — ^Turned  o*  Wright  money  and 

property  of  Mrs.  Bose  O;  9  o'clock  an 
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order  came  for  five  companies  of  the  Tbirty  aixth  and  five  companiea 
of  tbe  Fortieth  to  go  to  Augusta,  Ga.  Ordered  rompanies  A,  C,  D,  (i, 
and  I,  under  Major  Steveuaoii.  I  wished  to  go  myself,  bat  Generats 
Whiting  and  Hubert  would  not  agree  to  it.  Sherman  has  oceupied 
MilledgeviJle  and  is  advancing  toward  Savannah,  it  is  supposj^ed.  ViBited 
General  Whiting  at  .5  a,  nu  He  was  on  board  steamer  Vapc  Feaf\  ashore 
on  Drum  ShoaL     Did  not  retire  to  bed. 

Xocember  23. — Lant  night  was  the  coldest  I  have  experienced  in  some 
time.  Ice  formed  in  bucket  in  Dr.  Single  ton's  house  in  room  with  fire, 
Six  bloekaders  off  at  sunrise.  At  10:45  a.  m.  steamer  Little  Hatthj 
Captain  Libby,  arrived  from  Nassau,  having  been  chased  from  north- 
ward very  closely  by  a  block ader.  The  tleet  of  ten  vessels  did  not 
observe  her  until  too  late  to  cut  her  oil*.  Eleven  blockaders  otf  here  at 
noon.  Sixteen  otf  Fort  Caswel L  This  is  a  larger  blockading  licet  than  J 
have  ever  known  otT  the  Cape  Fear.  Keceived  a  letter  from  J.  B.  La* 
litte,  esti.,  Nassau,  who  shipped  one  of  my  Wliitworth's  in  Volunvl  Lamb; 
the  Banshte  is  to  bring  the  other*  Hebert  returned  to  Smithville. 
Visited  Battery  Buchanan.  Battalion  left  at  11  for  Wilmington,  Co- 
quettr  has  arrived  safely  in  Nassau  from  Charleston. 

Novemhtr  2i, — Awoke  at  5  by  firing  Ironi  the  fort.  Fort  was  firing 
at  a  tug  near  the  bar.  Burst  a  shell  over  her.  Eight  blockaders  off  at 
daybreak. 

Noremher  25, — Awoke  at  12:30  a,  m,  by  firing  from  Battery  Holland. 
Five  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  Seven  off"  at  noon,  including  a  steam 
b1ooi»  of  war  of  the  Dacotah  class.  General  Whiting  visited  the  post 
and  dined  with  me.  General  Gwynn  was  with  him.  He  thought  Fort 
Fisher  the  strongest  post  on  the  river,  Eeceived  dispatch  from  Major 
Stevenson  that  the  battalion  had  arrived  at  liingsville,  S,  C„  to  day. 

November  2fL — Nine  blockaders  off,  XI  inch  gun  mounted  in  liattery 
Buchanan.  Steamer  Litik  Ilattiey  Libby,  (irissom,  pilot,  went  out  at 
7  p.  m.  to  Nassau.  Ten  bloeka<lers  off^  at  nooUj  including  a  steam  sloop 
of  war  of  tiie  Dacotah  class  and  two  small  tugs. 

NovenibiT  27, — Ten  blockaders  off'.  Attended  church.  Lieutenant 
Camm,  C,  S.  Navy,  Battery  Buchanan,  gave  me  a  work  on  ordnance 
instructions.  Moved  large  part  of  the  negroes  to  the  outside  of  Ike 
garrison  so  that  they  could  obtain  wiMjd, 

November  2s, — Foggy  morning.  Blockaders  off',  lieutenant  Benton, 
with  some  30  detailed  men,  left  to  Join  the  <*ompanies  in  Gecjrgia,  Two 
guns  heard  and  rockets  seen  to  sea  about  8  p.  m. 

November  2!K — Steamer  J^mma  Henry,  Captain  E.  C.  Keid^  came  in 
about  5:30  a*  m,  from  Bermuda  without  pilot  or  signal  oj)erator.  The 
second  Xl-inch  gun  was  mounted  in  Battery  Buchanan  to-day.  Cap- 
tain May,  of  the  Ni/fht  Jlawky  visited  the  post  to  day  to  look  after  some 
rigging,  etc.,  from  steamer.  Steamer  Vulture,  Captain  Green,  W.  J. 
Grissom,  pilot,  Goetchius»  signal  operator,  came  in  to* night,  between  9 
and  10  p»  m.  from  Bernmda,     Drove  enemy  from  tlie  bar  at !)  p.  m. 

Norejuber  3Vj,^— Misty  morning.  Seven  blockaders  visible.  Steamer 
Colonel  Lamb,  Captain  Tom  Lockwood,  came  in  at  main  bar  last  night. 
General  Hebert  visited  fort  and  took  dinner  with  me, 

Iheemberl, — Steamer  Wild  Rover^  Captain  Stuart,  Thomas  W.New- 
ton, pilot,  Ricliardson,  oiierator,  came  in  froai  Nassau  about  1  o^clock. 
Left  port  Sunday  night.  Assorted  cargo  for  Government  steamer  Vir 
ginia.  Captain  Moore,  Price,  pilot,  oi>erator  came  in  from  Bermuda  at 
0:15  a.  m.  Wild  Rover  brought  some  Whitworth  ammunition.  Six 
blockaders  off".  Went  to  WUmington  on  Wild  Rover,  Visited  the 
(Joloml  Lamb,  and  at  lunch  was  toasted,  and  responded.    There  was  a 
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select  gatheriDg  of  ladies  and  gentleineii.     Retamed  to  fort.    Firing 
soon  after  I  arrived.    Two  shots  exploded  near  thecottiige,  or  appinired  uk 

Ikvember  2. — Steamer  Owl^  Caiitaio  J^onningiou,  Pilot  Thomas  Biir- 
rouglis,  Signal  Operator  Ciilpeper,  from  ^Nassau,  Sunday,  November  L'7, 
came  in  at  4  o'eloek  a,  m.  with  cargo  of  merchandise  for  Government. 
Five  blockaders  off. 

Decemher  J. — Bloekaders  off  to  windward.  Practiced  with  Armstrong 
l5(Kponiider  title,  with  30  ponnds  powder  and  stee!  shell.  First  J*h<*t 
Btrnek  rearmost  chimney  of  Condor;  second  struck  her  forward  smoke- 
stack; third  shot,  at  li  o'clock,  struck  wreck  of  blockader,  C'clonel 
Smeail,  inspector  of  lieavy  artillery,  visited  tiie  fort  on  an  inspection 
tour.  Captain  Peid  started  out  in  the  Emma  //«"«rj5^  to  night,  butfoujid 
several  vessels  on  tiie  bar  and  came  back.  We  shelled  the  bar  furiously 
for  a  short  time,  but  did  not  effect  anything,  us  far  as  we  could  see. 
Captain  Chapman,  of  Hattery  Buclianan,  |dayed  a  joke  on  Major  Venablc 
and  Mr.  Dowers  which  might  have  been  serious.  iJe  had  them  waylaid 
on  their  way  to  his  battery  by  a  party  who  i*retended  they  were  Cush- 
ing  and  party.     An  alarm  w  as  made,  long  roll  beat,  etc. 

hecemler  i.-^Hansa^  Captain  Murray,  came  in  from  Nassau  about 
daylireak.  We  received  a  lot  of  toys,  etc.,  sent  by  Captain  Ilewett,  of 
the  Condor,     Wild  Rorrr  came  down  to  go  out. 

Decern  her  5. — No  steamer  wen  t  out  1  ast  n  i  gh  t .  Steamer  tStaf/^  Captai  n 
Burroughs,  cauie  in  from  Bermuda.  Mr.  Root,  of  the  firm  of  Marshalh 
lieach  &  Poot,  w^ho  is  on  his  way  to  Euglaiid  in  steamer  WHd  Uo^y^r, 
called  on  me  and  liatl  a  conversation  in  regard  to  having  a  tug  stationed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ca[>e  Fear  to  assist  blockade  runners, 

December  h\ — No  movements  of  steamers  in  or  out, 

ikeemher  7, — Steamer  iSionntf  Peirelj  Captain  Donaly^  Sellers,  pilot, 
Langham,  oi)erator,  in  trying  to  come  in  this  morning  grounded  well  out 
ou  south  breakers.  At  7  a.  m.  six  blockaders  opened  heavy  bombard- 
ment, throwing  a  number  of  shells  into  the  fort,  but  apparently  not 
hitting  the  steamer.  Fort  resivondeil  warmly,  and  drove  enemy  oft'  by 
l>  o'clock.  Went  out  to  the  fort  and  took  command  during  the  fight. 
Was  exposed  to  rain  that  has  given  ine  fresh  cold  and  caused  me  great 
pain. 

December  8, — Steamer  Talisman^  Captain  Knox,  Bell,  pilot,  Laniei, 
operator,  from  Bermuda,  arrived.  Steamer  Witd  /lotvr, Captain  Stuart, 
sailed  for  Nassau,  last  night.  Captain  Pandle  went  out  as  passenger. 
Steamer  Em^na  Jieurp,  Captain  Peid,  also  went  out  last  night  for  Nas- 
sau. Turner  weut  out  as  operator.  Heard  that  Lieutenant  ClasselL  of 
the  Navy,  had  g<*t  the  steam  yacht  Annie  l.ockicood  to  carry  to  Charles 
ton»  Power,  Low  vS:  Co.  sent  down  50  negroes  to  save  cargo  of  St^nntf 
Petrel 

Ihcember  I), — A  northeast  gale  came  up  last  night,  and  this  morning 
the  steamer  iStormt/  Petrel  was  a  complete  w^reck.  Steamer  Blenheim ^ 
Captani  Eustis,  left  for  Nassau, 

December  l(h — Eode  to  the  fort  for  a  short  w^hile  at  noon.  Officers 
and  crew  of  JStormy  Petrel  left  for  Wlhnington.     Saw  seven  blockaders 

oti: 

December  J^.-— Five  blockaders  off  to  day. 

December  IS.—Vevy  cold*  Visited  Battery  Buchanan  and  saw  some 
practice. 

December  IJ, — Captain  W.  G,  Green,  of  steamship  VuHurej  sent  me 
a  handsome  A<lams  revolver  as  a  present  to  day.  Sent  Sergeant  Mayo 
aihl  tw-o  boats  to  the  wreck  of  the  tSlormtj  Pftrcl  to  get  cUvtVv<&^x  ^>c»s^ 
garrison.     They  succeeded  in  getting  a  full  load  for  the  l>o'a^*^* 
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DecemJper  15. — Visited  Battery  Buchanan  and  met  Flag-Officer  Pink- 
ney.     Fixed  the  hot-shot  fanuvce  in  the  columbiad  battery. 

December  16. — Went  to  Wilmington  on  steamer  John  JJawsan.  Visited 
Captain  Gayle  on  steamer  8tag.  Heard  that  Sherman  had  reached  the 
(*x>a8t.  Heard  at  night  that  two  Yankee  boats  landed  near  Battery 
Anderson,  but  were  driven  off*  by  picket. 

Decinnher  17. — Bought  two  dozen  eggs  at  $20.  Came  down  the  river 
with  General  Whiting  in  the  Cape  Fear.  The  Long  Tom  rifle  explode] 
in  Batteiy  Anderson  last  niglit.  Went  up  to  see  it  The  carriage  was 
torn  to  pieces  and  the  gun  was  broken  into  over  seven  large  pieces. 

Thcemher  IS.--  Talisman,  in  trying  to  get  out,  ran  on  wreck  of  the 
Raleigh.  Keceived  news  that  a  large  fleet  sailed  from  Fortress  Monroe 
on  Friday  for  WilmingtiMi.  My  command  has  been  extended  to  Sngar 
Loaf.  Captain  Southerland's  light  battery  has  reported  to  me;  they 
are  the  only  troops  above.  Visited  Sugar  Loaf  and  Battery  Gatlin  and 
gave  instructions  to  prevent  surprise.  Had  consultation  with  com- 
manders of  companies  about  our  defense.  Had  negroes  to  work  after 
the  news  to  day. 

December  If). — Captain  Westfield,  of  South  Carolina  cavalry,  with  a 
detachment,  reported  to  me.  Captain  Bristol  also  re|)orted  with  a  bat- 
talion of  junior  reserves.  Stationed  them  at  Sugar  Ijoaf  and  sent 
orders  for  them  in  case  of  attack,  etc.  Visited  Battery  Buchanan. 
Taligman  got  off'  promptly  Saturday  night,  but  went  to  town  to-day 
leaking  badly. 

December  20. — Awoke  this  morning  shortly  after  day  and  was  informed 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  were  off"  the  fort.  Went  out  and  saw  five  block- 
aders  at  the  anchorage,  and  twenty-five  vessels,  including  several 
frigates,  farther  out,  nearly  all  hull  down.  Got  everything  in  readiness 
for  a  fight.  Kxpected  the  fleet  in  at  high  tide  at  noon  and  cleared  for 
action.  Fleet  remained  quiet  all  day.  A  stiff*  northeaster  prevailed 
and  I  think  interfered  with  their  operations.  General  Whiting,  Colonel 
Tansill,  and  Captain  Strong  visited  point.  General  rode  round  the 
works  and  gave  directions  and  left  for  town  about  4  j).  m.  Sent  all  the 
slaves  off"  to-day. 

December  21. — A  strong  northeast  wind  i)rovailed  nearly  all  night. 
At  sunrise  discovered  the  fleet  apparently  unclian^^ed  at  its  anchorage. 
Sent  two  boats  with  household  articles  to  Orton.  About  9  o'clock  a 
strong  southwest  wind  sprung  up,  which  has  incri»ased  in  strength  as 
the  day  advanced.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  change  in  the  fleet 
during  the  day.  A  detachment  of  .$  officers  and  25  sailors  reix)rted  to 
mo  to  day.  1  have  assigned  the  two  7-inch  IJrooke  guns  to  them,  which 
I  have  mounted  temi)orarily  in  columbiad  battery.  1  am  making  every 
preparation  to  receive  the  enemy. 

December  2^. — Conld  see  only  ten  vessels  off*  to-day.  It  was  windy 
all  last  night.  General  liT'bert  visited  me  to-day;  he  is  very  blue. 
Officer  of  the  guard  reported  about  eighti»en  vessels  at  noon.*^  Pilot 
reported  twenty-three  vessels  off'.     Everything  hard  at  work. 

I  For  December  23-27,  see  first  attack  on  Fort  Fisher.] 

December  2S, — Most  of  the  fleet  have  left.  We  have  been  hard  at 
work  all  day  rei)airing  damages.  Banshee  and  Wild  hover  arrived  this 
morning  from  Nassau.     /Attic  llattie  sailed  this  morning  for  Nassan. 

December  29. — (iovernor  Vance  visited  Fort  Fi.sher.    All  (|uiet  to-day. 

December  SO. — Wrote  my  official  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher,  December  24  and  25.  Dated  it  December  27,  the  day  of  the 
retreat  of  the  land  forces.     All  <|uiet  today. 
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December  31. — Colonel  Graham's  Twenty  first  South  Carolina  Regri- 
mcnt  left  for  Sugar  Loaf.  Sent  (leneral  Whiting  my  official  report 
before  day  this  morning.  Received  two  l2-poander  Wbitworths,  which 
came  from  Nassau  on  steamer  Banshee.    Four  carriages  for  guns  arri  ve<l. 

January  1, 1865. — Visited  Orton  and  took  dinner  with  my  wife  and 
little  ones.  Returned  to  Fort  Fisher  at  night.  Received  an  extra<'t 
from  Major-General  Whiting's  report  highly  complimentary  and  grat- 
ifying. 

January  2. — Battalion  of  the  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment 
returned  from  Georgia.  General  Hebert  visited  me  this  morning.  At 
11.45  my  ordnance  sergeant,  Montgomery  Long,  was  instantly  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  through  accident.  He  was  the  most  useful 
officer  I  had.  A  negro  teamster  was  killed  at  the  same  time.  General 
Whiting  visited  the  fort  and  rode  from  Battery  Anderson  to  the  fort, 
inspecting  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
visited  the  fort  with  him.  Vizittelli,  of  London  Illustrated  News, 
remained  overnight  with  me. 

January  3. — Hard  at  work  all  day.  Nothing  of  particular  interest 
occurred.  Heard  that  enemy  acknowledged  a  defeat  here.  Steamer 
Hawkj  Captain  May,  went  out  to-night. 

January  4. — Ladies'  Soldiers  Aid  Society  visited  fort.  General 
Bragg  and  quite  a  number  of  citizeus  accompanied  them.  Mounted 
a 3lipounder  on  land  face  today. 

January  >. — Had  thanksgiving  services  in  the  fort.  General  Hubert 
visited  the  post.  Laid  off  a  new  fac<*  to  Battery  Buchanan.  Mounted 
a  24-pounder. 

January  6. — A  7-inch  Brooke  and  a  6.4  inch  Brooke  arrived  from 
town. 

January  7. — Lieutenant  Gwynn,  engineer  officer,  reported  to  me 
to-day.  One  Vlll-inch  columbiad  mounted  to  day  on  right  of  colum- 
biad  battery. 

January  ^. — Heard  that  Porter's  fleet  had  returned  to  Beaufort. 
Saw  Porter's  report.  It  is  full  of  falsehoods.  Mr.  Palmer  left  for 
Wilmington  to  day.  Sent  battle  flag  from  the  Mound  to  Governor 
Vance  by  him.    Four  blockaders  oflf. 

January  9, — Received  a  load  of  palisades  to-day;  also  four  Vlll-inch 
carriages,  etc.,  from  town,  with  a  load  of  lumber. 

January  10. — Misty,  foggy  morning.  An  Vlll-inch  columbiad 
mounted  in  columbiad  battery  to-day.  Wrote  accounts  of  services  of 
Whitworth  gun  to  Major  Hill. 

January  1 1. — Three  blockaders  off.  Wind  N.  W.  Major  Strange, of 
General  Bragg's  staff,  and  Captain  James,  chief  engineer,  visited  post 
to  day  to  inspect  condition  of  negroes.  They  dined  with  me.  Captain 
Dean  reported  with  a  detachment  of  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 
They  will  picket  the  beach  between  the  fort  and  Gatlin.  Order  received 
breaking  up  Faison's  scouts. 

[For  January  12, 13,  see  second  attack  on,  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.] 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army, 
requesting  action  in  view  of  the  inefficient  state  of  Battery  Wood. 


Flagship  Virginia, 


^  River  Squadron,  October  28,  1864. 
QtWSCBSkklk  "  8.  Navy,  with  a  party  of  offi- 

cers  and  45  i  ^uttery  Wood. 
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Lieutenant  Bead,  in  kis  report  of  the  condition  of  bis  battery,  saysi 

This  battery  at  present  id  in  *  v^ry  iuefficicnt  state.  The  magazines  ar«^  covered 
T<!ry  thinly  witb  loose  earth.  The  macnzine  doors  fare  in  the  direct loo  of  the 
eaemy's  battery  on  Signal  Hill;  the  ditches  arrnmd  the  rear  of  the  guns  are  su  cat 
tliat  water  will  nm  into  the  mai^azine. 

I  would  resi>ectfully  request  that  you  will  take  such  action  as  to  you 
may  seem  propter  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Head. 

r  hiive  tlie  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient 
servant,  ' 

JNO.  K.  MriCHELL^ 

Flmi- Officer  James  River  Squadran^ 
General  B.  E.  Lee, 

CommamUmj  Army  of  Northern  Virginia^  Headquarters, 


Letter  Jntm  FltigOffiver  ^Utehelt^  C,  iS.  Navtf^  to  BrigadierOeneral  kah 
(I  N.  Arm  if  J  reqnentinf/  assiHiance  in  pfaving  torpetioeH, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  iSquadron^  October  29^  18f»4, 
Genekal:  I  \rill  be  ready  for  pliicmg  tlie  torpedoes  or  g^reuadc 
to-morrow  (Bnnday)  afternoon,  and  will  tbank  you  for  a  i^upply,  wit 
the  as^istaiH'e  of  an  ailept.     He  can  oome  down  in  the  Skrapnel^  which 
leaves  Kocketts  at  3  o'clock  p,  m, 

I  am,  very  renpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jn<k  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Sqmitlropd, 
General  Uains,  (3,  S,  Army, 

Rkhmond^  Va. 


Order  of  Flug-Officer  MitcheUy  C.  8,  i^rti?i/,  to  Commander  Wehb^  C\ 
Navy^  to  furnish  a  force  for  laying  torpedoes^ 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  Ocfoher  .?.9,  ]SfM, 

Sir:  Be  pleased  to  furniah  Lieutenant  B.  Keonon  with  the  men 
neeeHsary  to  lay  t'Orpedoes  when  he  is  ready  to  do  so.  The  most  reliablf 
men  should  be  sent. 

I  am,  ver>-  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno,  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  *SV/i*arfraii. 

Commander  Wm,  A.  Webb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  B., 

V*  S,  Irofwlad  Richmond, 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Miiehell^  C.  S.  Mavy^  to  Lieutenant  Forem€in,  V* 
Ifavy^  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C,  8,  *SV  Hampton, 

FlactSiiip  Virginia, 
Jame^  River  Sqnadrony  (h-tober  5^,  lSfJ4, 
8iRr  You  will  forthwith  temporarily  relieve  Lieutenant  Oommandin| 
J.  8.  Maury  in  the  eomrnand  of  the  0.  B.  gunboat  Hampton,  who  .' 
been  setit  to  tlie  liosiiital. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K,  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron, 
Lieutenant  Ivey  Foreman, 

V,  8,  Irondud  Fredericksburg, 
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Jjetter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C,  8.  Kavy^  to  Major- General  Pickett^ 
C.  IS.  Army,  requesting  a  force  ^or  the  protection  of  boom  in  DeviVn 
Rea^shj  James  River. 

Flagship  Virghnia, 
James  River  Sqvadron,  October  30j  1864. 
General  :  I  have  placed  a  boom  across  the  river  in  Devil's  Beach, 
below  Bishop's  Bluflf,  to  operate  as  a  check  against  the  enemy's  boat 
expeditions  or  light  steamers.     At  night  our  pickets  and  gunboats  go 
down  to  the  boom,  but  they  do  not  remain  there  during  the  day. 

I  should  be  glad,  if  in  your  power,  to  see  stationed  at  the  end  of  the 
boom  on  the  south  shore  a  fieldpiece  and  sufficient  force  to  protect  it 
from  the  enemy,  particularly  during  the  day. 

This  boom,  or  raft,  will  enable  oar  ironclads  to  move  down  to  it  with 
greater  security  should  they  be  required  to  cooperate  with  your  forces 
against  any  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Dutch  Gap,  or  across  the 
river  at  Cox's  Landing. 

If  the  protection  asked  for  can  be  afforded  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
prove  materially  to  our  advantage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

HeadquarterSy  Chesterfield. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C,  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Pickett^ 
C.  8.  Army,  regarding  tfie  relief  of  picJcet  guard. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  i,  186-1. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof  your  com- 
munication* of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  boom 
having  broken  loose  from  the  north  shore  has  been  brought  up  the 
river  for  alteration.    Should  it  be  replaced,  due  notice  will  be  given ; 
in  the  meantime  the  picket  guard  ordered  by  you  has  been  notified  that 
it  will  not  be  needed  at  the  point  to  guard  the  boom. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fla>g-0ffi4ier  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-Generai  George  B.  Pickett,  0.  8.  Army, 

Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  armament  of 
Battery  Wood  and  the  complement  of  Battety  Brooke. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  1,  1861, 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  armament  of  Battery  Wood  consists  of  1  T-inch  Gorgas  rifle,  2 
X-inch  army  ooh  at  I  sent  45  men  to  the  battery,  which 

Lieutenant  th?  '  me  was  sufficient. 
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All  the  batteries  have  as  many  men  as  have  been  asked  for  by  tbeir 
respective  commanding  officers,  althon^jfli   Battery   Brooke  yet  lacks 
6  ot*  the  number  iJIO)  established  by  your  order  as  tlie  complement, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obefbent  servant^ 

Jno,  K.  Mitchkll, 
Fla0' Officer  J  amen  River  Squ4iftrttn^ 
Captiiin  S.  8*  Lee,  C>  8,  Kavy,  ~ 

Offive  of  Orderu  and  Detail^  C,  S.  Navy  JJepartmenU 


Deimled  report  of  Flag-Officer  Miivkell,  C,  S,  Xftry,  regarding  tfcfteral 
affairs  of  Im  command. 

Flagship  \'ieginia, 
Jame$  IHver  Sqnadrffn^  Xtynrmhcr  1,  18f>4, 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowleilge  tlie  receii)t  oi»  the  25th  ultimo 
of  your  coMimuuication  of  the  24th  in  rejdy  to  mine  of  the  22d. 

In  reply  to  your  leujarks  resjiecting  the  condition,  etc,  of  the  i^un 
boats^  as  stated  in  my  letter  ,to  (JeJieral  Lee,  I  liave  to  stare  that  the 
gunboats  Beaitfuri  itiid  liminukv  were,  by  the  order  uf  the  Officer  f»: 
Orders  and  Detaib  about  tlie  Lst  of  July  last,  deprived  of  their  oliicei 
and  crews  Tor  muiiMiiig  the  expedition  under  Couimander  Woi>d,  excej*! 
barely  enough  to  act  as  ship  keepers.  TUey  liave  not  since  been  manned 
so  as  properly  to  handle  their  guns,  excet»tfor  souie  temijorary  piir[>use 
by  borrowing  meu  tVom  the  ironclads.  They  have,  however,  men 
enoagh  on  board  to  run  them  as  dispatch  or  mail  boats,  and  their  bat 
teries  have  been  kejit  serviceable. 

In  pursuiinee  of  a  direct  and  jieremptory  order  of  the  Office  of  Order* 
and  l>etail  to  detail  a  guuboat  u^  relieve  the  Shrapnvl  for  several  days 
while  she  was  being  repaired,  and  to  relieve  lo*r  thereu  Iter  every  Thurs- 
day in  the  pertbrmaijce  of  the  mail  anil  pa^tket  service,  the  iCoanoke 
was  assigned  to  the  duty,  which  causes  her  absence  from  my  command 
about  thirty  hours  each  week. 

The  XatisvmoHd\s  gun  carriage  was  rex^orted  to  me  as  being  much  out 
of  order  and  getting  worse  every  time  the  gun  was  used  or  exercised. 
Her  eommiinding  officer.  Gunner  Oowden,  and  a  foreman  gmi  carriage 
maker  trom  the  Richmond  ordnance  works,  represented  to  nie  thut  it 
was  important  to  have  it  repaired,  and,  to  have  it  done,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  the  Xan.Kimfmd  to  Kiclimoud^  or  to  have  the  workmen  sent 
down  to  do  it,  which  would  have  l>een  bad  economy,  both  of  time  and 
means,  and  the  vessel,  while  having  her  carriage  rei»airerl  here,  would 
still  have  been  useless  as  a  gnnbf^at.  There  were  alterations  also  much 
needed  to  render  safe  her  magazine,  ami  this  was  deemed  a  titting 
opj>ortniiity  to  have  them  made  jmd  at  tiie  sametime  tohaveremounte<i 
her  bow  gun,  which  I  learned  svas  nearly  ready  for  her.  Your  sugges^ 
tions  as  to  her  crew  were  anticipated  aiut  every  man  tliat  was  not 
re*juired  to  nm  her  bi  Richmond  was  taken  out  of  her  for  service  iu 
the  squadron  and  toman  our  shore  batteries. 

Subseijuently  t^*  tlie  Xtinscmond^s  being  sent  to  Kichmond,  the 
J>retrrfs  gun  carriage  was  disabled  in  the  affair  of  the  22d  by,  I  l)elieve, 
the  very  first  Hre  of  the  enemy,  and  as  she  had  but  one  gun  she  w^aa 
immediately  sent  ta  the  city  for  repairs,  and  the  nuni  loaned  her  from 
other  vessels  to  assist  in  manning  her  gun  have  been  taken  from  her 
again. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  Hampimt  at  the  time  was  the  only  one  of  the  gun- 
boats provided  with  olHcers  and  a  crew  and  in  this  respect  to  be  re- 
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garded  as  serviceRble;  and  now  I  am  only  awaiting  the  retam  of  the 
Nnnsnnond  and  Drewry  to  Bend  her  up  to  the  city,  for  the  same  reason 
that  the  Nansemond  was  sent  np  and  to  complete  repairs  commenced  a 
month  ago,  but  which  were  interrupted  by  her  recall  to  the  squadron 
for  pressing  service.  By  the  opportune  arrival  of  officers  and  men  for 
the  squadron  the  gunboats  Beaufort  and  Roanoke  have,  though  not 
efiiciently  manned,  been  rendered  available  for  picket  or  patrol  service, 
which  is  required  nightly  as  low  down  as  the  Devil's  Reach,  below 
lUsbop's  BlufiF. 

Whenever  vessels  have  been  sent  up  to  the  city  for  repairs  1  have 
either  advised  the  Department  of  it  myself  directly  or  caused  the  com- 
manding officer  to  communicate  to  it  the  instructions  they  received 
from  me.  From  accident,  in  one  or  two  instances  this  rule  may  have 
been  omitted,  although  one  so  obviously  proper  to  see  that  the  Depart- 
ment was  duly  informed. 

All  vessels  and  boats  employed  on  this  service  now  ought  to  be  well 
armed  and  manned,  for  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  river  on  the 
north  side  is  commanded  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  that  line  it;  and 
it  is  only  undercover  of  dark  nights  that  they  can  venture  any  distance 
below  Ghaffiu's  Bluff.  Besides,  the  enemy  can  and  probably  will,  with 
his  great  numerical  superiority,  move  some  dark  night  a  large  force  of 
infantry  and  fieldpieces  to  the  bank  of  the  river  to  operate  against  our 
gunboats;  hence  they  should  be  prepared  for  service  to  meet  such  an 
attack.  To  prevent,  if  possible,  torpedoes  being  placed  in  the  river,  a 
constant  patrol  by  the  gunboats  will  have  to  be  kept  up,  with  the  aid 
of  rowboats,  which  is  the  only  means  at  my  command  that  promises  to 
be  useful,  but  which  might  be  rendered  more  efifective  with  the  addition 
to  this  service  of  three  or  four  of  the  small  torpedo  boats. 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  to  the  free  movement  of  our  ironclads 
down  the  river  is  the  bar  in  Kingsland  Beach,  which  is  practicable  for 
the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond  only  at  the  ordinary  half  tides,  and, 
according  to  our  pilots,  in  the  winter  the  tides  occasionally  continue  so 
low  as  for  a  week  at  a  time  to  prevent  their  passage  even  at  high  water. 
There  is  great  risk  at  all  times  in  moving  the  ironclads  in  the  river  at 
night,  and  the  recent  grounding  of  the  Virginia  and  Richmond^  the  lat- 
ter two  nights  successively,  and  escape  from  serious  damage,  admonish 
me  that  the  passage  of  Kingsland  Beach  should  not  be  attempted  on  a 
falling  tide  when  its  practicability  is  at  all  doubtful  by  either  of  these 
two  vessels,  except  upon  an  urgent  immediate  military  necessity.  When 
the  tides  suit,  however,  they  can  take  up  their  positions  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bishop's  Blufif,  and  when  at  other  times  they  do  not  suit  this  service 
can  be  performed  by  the  Fredericksburg  alone. 

At  present  two  gunboats  patrol  the  river  from  Kingsland  Creek  to 
Devil's  Beach  during  the  night,  dragging  torpedoes  on  their  first  trips 
down  and  last  trips  np. 

Each  ironclad  has  a  rowboat,  with  two  officers  and  her  crew,  to  picket 
most  important  parts  of  the  river,  rowing  guard  in  the  shade  of  the 
south  banks,  where  they  are  screened  in  a  great  degree  from  the  observa- 
tions of  the  enemy,  but  may  the  better  observe  any  movements  he  might 
himself  attempt  on  the  river 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
_  Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon,  fiL 
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Imtrnctions  of  Flag-Officer  Miit^heU,  C,  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Read^ 

C,  8.  Navyy  regarding  the  uperatiomt  of  the  naral  hatteri^H, 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
James  River  Sqttadron^  Xoi'ember  J^^  1864, 
8iE:  Yours  •  of  this  date  ha«  been  received.     As  you  are  fully  aware 

of  the  iiiiportance  of  having  your  battery  ready  for  service  at  aFI  times, 
I  feel  assured  that  idl  due  eflbrta  will  be  uuRle  by  you  for  remounting 
the  X-irieh  temporarily  disabled. 

Our  oaval  batknms  will  open  upon  any  of  those  of  the  enemy  that 
may  lire  upon  our  squadron  whenever  it  can  be  returned  wit!*  effect. 
Care  should  be  takeit,  however,  not  to  waste  our  ammunition  and  to 
COD  form  strictly  to  the  instructions  from  the  Otlice  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrofrraphy  in  regard  to  ita  expenditure,  and  particuh^rly  in  the  use 
of  the  ditleren  t  charges  ami  i»roJeetiles.  If  you  have  not  been  furnished 
with  those  instructions  you  can  obtain  copies  from  Battery  Seminea. 
The  wishes  of  Oenend  fie©  and  of  the  com  man  din  ♦?  pfeneral  otlicer  on 
the  south  side  respecting  the  tiring  from  the  river  liatteries  should  be 
complied  with  as  far  as  practicable  at  all  times  with  their  means,  and 
whenever  eircnmstances  will  justify  it.  Any  intVirmation  that  the  com- 
manding ollicers  of  our  batteries  may  obtain  wliich  may  prove  useful 
to  the  Army  should,  without  delay,  bo  comnumjcatcd  to  the  nearest  or 
proper  commanding  ollicer  <if  our  land  tbrces.  The  most  cordial  and 
prompt  cooperation  with  the  Army  at  all  times  is  enjoined. 

I  have  approved  your  requisitions  for  clothing  and  directed  Assistant 
Paymaster  Tucker  to  till  them  up  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  his  duty  to 
see  to  tiie  transportation  of  provisions,  stores,  etc,  in  his  department, 
but  you  had  better  make  an  eflbrt  to  obtain  the  wagon  you  ask  for  from 
the  Army,  the  Navy  Department  not  having  any,  and  being,  in  many 
instances,  dependent  on  the  (Quartermaster's  Department  for  having 
its  hauling  done. 

1  am,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno,  K/Mitchell, 
FUig-( Officer  James  Elt^a'  Sqiiadran^ 

Lieutenant  C.  W.  Keao, 

Gommauding  Batitry  Wt»od^ 


I 


LMm*/  Fla-g-Offiver  Mitekeil^  0.  8,  Nanj^  to  the  Chief  of  the  OMce  of 
Drderx  and  fJetml  regarding  the  complement  of  men  far  vet^mB  and 
naval  batterieit. 

Flagship  VmaiNiA, 

James  River  Squadron^  November  /,  1864. 

Sir;  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  M  instant  1  would  res[>ectfally 

state  that  the  number  of  men  required  to  t-onstitute  the  CAiinpleiueni's 

of  the  different  vessels  of  this  sfjnadron  and  of  the  naval  batteries  is  1M». 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  J  amen  River  8qtui4rinu 

Captain  S.  8.  Lee,  C.  S.  Kavy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  €,  8,  Navy  i^epartment. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  0.  8.  Navy^  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Ste- 
vem^  G.  8.  Army^  requesting  information  regarding  proposed  obstruc- 
tions, 

FLAasHTP  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron^  November  -i,  1864. 
General  :  Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  General  Gilmer  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  you  to  be  placed  in  the  river;  that  he  was 
unable  to  give  me  the  information   I  wished  respecting  them,   and 
referred  me  to  you. 

In  arranging  my  own  plans  for  the  squadron  it  is  important  that  I 
should  know  the  character  of  the  proposed  obstructions,  their  location, 
and  the  time  when  they  will  probably  be  in  position,  and  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  ask  for  such  information  on  these  points  as  you  may 
feel  at  liberty  to  impart. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  a  frigate's  chain  cable  which  Pilot  Moore 
informs  me  is  lying  on  one  of  the  pens  in  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluff,  as  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice  and  might  be  rendered  very 
serviceable  in  obstructing  the  river  with  timber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

*  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  W.  II.  Stevens,  C.  8.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail  regarding  deficiencies  of  medical  officers  in  his  com- 
mand. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  Assistant  Surgeons  Boxley,  attached  to  Battery  Semmes,  and 
Goldsborough,  to  the  Fredericksburg,  were  sent  some  time  since  to  the 
naval  hospital,  and  Fleet  Surgeon  Harrison  was  sent  to  it  to-day. 

As  the  return  of  the  above  officers  to  duty  is  uncertain,  and  as  the 
sickness,  both  on  shore  and  afloat,  continues,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
complement  of  medical  officers  be  kept  up,  and  particularly  in  view  of 
casualties  that  may  at  any  moment  result  from  a  collision  with  the 
enemy.  I  therefore  request  that  three  medical  officers  be  at  once 
ordered  to  supply  the  vacancies  named,  either  temporarily  or  other- 
wise, as  the  Department  may  deem  proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^icr  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  8.  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  requesting  a  supply  of  self  acting  tor- 
pedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  5, 1864. 
Si  '4«  or  a  line  of  logs  chained  together,  at 

Bi  e  south  shore  to  within  about  30  feet 

at 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  eat- 
my's  row  and  small  torpedo  boats  with  selfacting  torx>edoes  of  aboat 
10  pounds  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  about  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  aboat  4^  feet.  Eight  or  ten  torpedoes  wilK  I  think,  be 
sufficientf  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  sapplied  as  soon  u 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Commander  John  M.  Bbookb, 

Chie/  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  Navy  DepartfmenL 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

CONFBDBBATE   STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond^  Novemher  5,  lS(y4. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  April  30, 1864. 

VR8S8KL8   IN  COMMIH8ION. 

Jamea  Rivera  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  John  K,  Mitchell. 

Virginiaj  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburgj  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  T.  B.  Bootes. 

Richmondj  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hamptonj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 

Nansemondy  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

Roanoke,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufort,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Mason. 

Drewry,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry,  steam  sloop,  4  guns,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen. 

Torpedo,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of  submarine  defenses. 

Inland  waters  of  North  Carolina^  under  command  of  Captain  Jamee  fV.  Cooke. 

Roanoke  River. — AlhemarU,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding A.  F.  Warley. 
Neuse  River. — Neune,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Commander  Joseph  Price, 

Cape  Fear  River  and  Wilmington j  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  R,  F.  Pinkney. 

Yordkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 
Equator,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun. 

Arctic,  floating  battery,  3  guns.  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 
Squib,  torpedo  boat. 

VksHKI-S   now    in    PKOORK88   OK   CONSTRUCTION. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  len^h,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  short  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  with 
au  armor  6  inches  thick. 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  from  her  fine  model,  there  is  no  donbt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  speed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gun.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  being  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Bichmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  x)ower  to  insure  great  si)eed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  O.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Bappahannock. 

At  Edwards  Ferry,  on  the  Roanoke, 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Eoanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Bichmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Bichmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
(ja.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  8.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  speed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  from  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

•  •••••• 

The  James  B^'  '^er  Hag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  has 

been  actdvetv  ~***  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 

of  Septemb  9ome  of  the  enemy's  shore 

batteries  on  >  upon  Signal  Hill. 
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When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of  the  TTnited 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  our  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  June  last,  though  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  superior  to  ours,  he  efiectually 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent's  Keach  with  sunken  vessels  and  other 
means,  which  obstructions  he  still  maintains,  aud  established  shore  bat- 
teries to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstructions  his  ironclads 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry's  Bluff;  and  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and 
the  James  Eiver  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organized  by  the  Depart- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  increase  of  appropriation  for  this  service  is 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  is 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sur- 
mounting difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insuperable. 

The  enemy's  ascent  of  James  River  by  a  large  number  of  war  ves- 
sels, expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materially 
retturded  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  their 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  while 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  gunboat,  the 
Commodore  JoneSj  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem- 
broke Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraces 
Wilmington  and  the  James  River  within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina,  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  Pbesidbnt. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitcliell,  C.  S,  Nary,  to  the  Chief  of  th^f  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  Rydroijraphy,  request ing  a  supply  of  torpedoes  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pickets. 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
James  River  SquadroUj  Nox^ember  6',  1S64. 

Sm:  Each  of  our  ironclads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  tori)edo  contain- 
ing about  25  or  30  pounds  of  powder  intended  to  be  used  against  the 
enemy's  ironclads  or  large  vessels.  The  present  use  of  these  cutters  is 
to  picket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  craf> 
larger  than  a  launch,  and  I  think  a  much  smaller  torpedo — say  with  .*» 
or  6  x>ounds  of  i>owder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  occur  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  tori)edoes  are  used,  serious  damage  might  result  to  us, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  enemy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  effective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torx)edoe8  of  about  5  pounds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  fit  over 
the  pole  Y 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Bbooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^  Navy  Department. 

Letter  from  Major- General  Whiting,  0.  8.  Army^  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney^ 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  naval  force. 

Headquabtebs, 
Wilmingtouj  November  6^  1864. 
FLAa-OFFiCEB:  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Bip, 
which  I  propose  to  turn  over  to  you.  I  beg  that  until  it  is  completed 
entirely  you  will  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  lO-pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shift  with  what  quarters  and  conven- 
iences we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  compelled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  effect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  i>oint  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  people 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  rhem.  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defense  of  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu- 
sively naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  off  the  Kip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major- Oeneral. 
Flag- Officer  PiNKNBY, 

Comdg.  Confederate  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  MitcheUj  0.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  CcitfeSerate  States  vessels  to  a  position  of  greater  safety. 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
r  Squadron,  November  8, 1864. 
Sib:  I  ^  fhe  ironclads  or  other  vessels 

of  the  aq  bop's  or  at  other  points  below 
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oiir  army  pieket  line  <m  tlu'  north  bank  were  in  constaiit  dang'er  of 
being  ile^troytMl  by  the  erieniy  with  t<*rpetlo  boats  launched  into  the 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  iKlvi^able 
for  their  Bei'urity,  until  lueiisnreH  now  in  progreHs  for  their  protection 
fthall  l>e  (umsiderad  available,  to  keep  them  near  tjor  lines,  where  they 
have  the  prt^tection  of  booms  I  have  i)laced  across  the  river  above 
Kinjc:sland  Reach,  which,  though  slight,  will  |jrf>bably  prove  suflicient 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  surh  i^raft  as  can  be  bronght  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  sufficient  steam 
to  move  theoi  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  ns^  to  i^ooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing^  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  irnide, 

GunlK>ats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  night  patrolling  the 
river  as  low  down  as  tlie  head  of  Devirs  Reach  to  prevent  and  report 
oi>e rations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  they  may  discover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron- 
clads,  while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  ini]>ortant  inlluence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  t-o  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  without 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kept 
at  Bishop's,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigihiuce  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virfftni^j^  pro- 
tet^ted  from  attin-k  of  torjiedo  boats  siccordiitg  to  the  plan  submitted  t^i 
you,  consistiug  of  outriggers  and  logs,  witli  curtains  attjR^hed  to  the 
latter  and  extend iug  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
aiTording  at  all  times  and  in  alt  phtces  the  desired  pn^tectioo,  will  nor, 
I  think,  interfere  iiuiterially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  position  desire4L 

The  importance  of  small  t-orpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  lor  night 
picket  service,  es|)ecially  during  the  approaching  inclement  weather  of 
wintt^r,  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  in  being  able  to  comninnicaie  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  renew  to  the  Department  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter 
ests  of  the  public  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attached  to 
the  squadron. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  resi>ectfnlly,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitcbell, 
Fluff 'f^cer  Jam^  Either  ^'quadron, 

lion,  S.  it,  Mallory, 

Sei^etarp  of  the  Nav^j  Richmond^  Va. 


Letter  from  ike  Seeretartf  of  the  N'arif  to  Flaff-Ofu'er  Mitchell,  C,  8^  iVai?y, 
regarding  the  tramfer  of  the  launch  of  the  C,  S,  S,  Patrick  Henry, 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Natry  Departmenty  Riehfuond,  Va,^  jfforemher  /*,  1864, 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  Patrick  Tlenri/,  now  fitted  with  a  12-pimnder  howitzer,  be  turned 
[over]  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor- 
pedoes by  the  enemy,  has  been  received. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  the  launch  is  required  for  teaching  the  acting  midshipmen  lx>at 
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and  howitzer  exercise.    Under  these  circamstances  the  Department  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  yoar  request^  and  hopes  that  yon 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torpedo  and  her  launch  will  report  to  you, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Mallobt, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitghbll,  Provisional  Navy  O.  8., 

Commanding  Naval  ForoeSj  Janies  River. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting.  0.  8.  Army^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  S.  8.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmingtonj  N.  0. 

Hbabquabtebs, 
Wilmington^  November  8,  1864. 
Genebal:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Tallahassw 
last  night.    I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus- 
tained by  the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Very  respectfully, 

W,  H.  C.  WHiTiNa, 

Major^Qeneral. 
General  Bbaxton  Bbagg, 

GommoAiding^  etc,.  Present 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  with  defenses  from  torpedo 
attacks. 

OONFEDEBATE  STATBS  OF  AMEBIC  A, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond,  November  P,  1864. 
SiB:  Acting  Constructor  Graves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  you  with 
the  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron- 
clads from  tor])edoes.    This  will  enable  you  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Graves  built  the  Virginia^  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  tlie  work  upon  this  vessel  according  to  the  plan  you  deem  b^t. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  8,, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

[  Enilorsement.] 

NovBMBEB  10—9  a.  m. 
Mr.  Graves  called  on  board  with  an  order  requiring  one  of  the  iron- 
clads to  be  prepared  by  him  with  defenses  from  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  Richmond  to  him,  and  told  him  to  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  lie  had  matured  it.  The  Virginia  and  Fredricksburg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  Meads,  and  the  work  weU  underway. 

J*  £•  M» 
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Order  of  FUig- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Minor j  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  mounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  10,  1664. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  9th,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  can  furnish  but  three,  1  should  be  glad  to 
assign  one  tio  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  the 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  H.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord- 
nance officer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  upon  his  new 
duties  to- day,  if  his  health  permits.    I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  D.  Minor,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 
Naval  Ordnance  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Midshipman  Wilson,  C  8.  Navy,  submitting  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  12, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  one  of  the  enemy's  double-ender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  the  torpedo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  plan  is,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  necessary  overland  to  Hewlett's  house  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy's  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
pulling  cautiously  down  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  through  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boatvS  at  the  obstructions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble  in  passing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  1  am  confident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces- 
sarily result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat's  crew. 

I  am  very  certain  that  the  vessel  can  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
captured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  sulHeient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer- 
fully will  risk  my  own  life? 

I  enclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  position  and  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment, 
about  2^  miles  below  Battery  Dantzler,  and  I  am  confident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  difficulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Francis  Wilson, 
Midshipman,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  eto. 

*Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Letter  from  FUig-Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant' General 

Ewell^  G.  S.  Armyy  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 

Biver. 

Flagship  ViRaiNiA, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13j  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstructions  in  James  Eiver. 

Desirous  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  General  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  1  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Kichmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  hfl^  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre- 
vent our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  oflfer  no  serious  impedi- 
ment to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil's  Reach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper- 
ate with  General  Pickett's  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop's. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Eiver  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  K.  S.  EwELL, 

Headquarters^  Chaffing  Bluff, 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  S.I^avyj  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Flagship  VmaiNiA, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  13y  1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Gait,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg^  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 
temporarily. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Nelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger,  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Oallego,  lying 
water  logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluff.  A  gap  «•  ^^  ii»Knw«ra  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required-  ^  officers  and  rigger's  gang  to  spare 
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from  the  squadron  for  this  duty,  as  all  we  have  are  indis])ensable  in  the 
squadron  for  important  work  in  hand  in  fitting  torpedo  defenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail^  Navy  Department^  Richmond^  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  0.  8.  Navyj  to  Lieutenant  Goodwyn,  O.  8. 
Navy  J  deta>ching  him  from  Battery  Semmes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13^  1864. 
Sir:  Tou  are  hereby  detached  from  Battery  Semmes  and  will  report 
to  me  for  duty  in  the  squadron  as  soon  as  you  are  discharged  from  the 
naval  hospital. 

I  am,  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Lieutenant  M.  P.  Goodwyn,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Battery  Semmes, 


Order  of  Flag-0ffi4ier  Mitchell^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  TAeutenant  CenaSy  C,  8. 
Navy^  regarding  the  opening  of  fire  from  Batteries  Wood  and  Setmnes 
on  Dutch  Oap, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13j  1864. 
Sir:  In  rej)ly  to  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  I  liavo  to  inform  you  that 
the  law  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  apply,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  the  naval  batteries  on  shore.  As  to  the  particular 
authority  you  refjuire  respecting  summary  courts-martial,  the  words  of 
the  law  authorizing  them  are  precise,  giving  the  authority  to  *' the  com- 
mander of  any  vessel  in  the  Navy"  (see  section  4,  page  70,  Navy  Regis- 
ter). You  command  a  shore  battery,  and  not  a  vessel;  therefore  the 
law  does  not  give  you  the  authority  to  order  summary  courts  inartijil, 
nor  do  I  know  of  any  authority  in  the  land  other  than  Congress  that  can 
confer  on  you  the  authority  you  desire. 

In  regard  to  opening  lire,  as  you  suggest,  from  Batteries  Wood  and 
Semmes  upon  Dutch  Gap,  you  will  be  plejised  to  be  governed  by  the 
wishes  of  General  Lee  or  General  Pickett  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Uirev  Squadron, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  Oenas,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8.. 

hatter II  Srmines, 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C,  S.Navy,  to  Lieutenant -Colonel  How- 
ard, C.  8,  Army,  regarding  safeguards  adopted  against  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  Xornnbir  i/,  ISdJ, 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date  furnishing  me  with  a  coi)y  of  one  from  Brig- 
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adier-Gcneral  G.  W.  O.  Lee,  conveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Bonl  ware's  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
torpedoes,  I  have  adopted  safeguards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howabd, 

Commanding  Chaffin^s  Bluff. 


Report  of  lAeutenant  ParJcer^  C.  JS.  Navy,  requesting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  and  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Office  Special  Service, 
C.  aV.  Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  trjinsportation 
of  supplies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  and  sunk  some- 
time since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
greatly  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Qallego,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storesliip,  but  is  now  in  the  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  1  should 
also  be  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  [thej  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  purposes,  and 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  transportation. 

Hoping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care, and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Churge. 

Flag-Oflficer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucl'er, 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
'^^Ht^es  River  Squadron,  November  15, 1864. 
Sib:  In  '^rday's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 

that  tibe  4ron  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 

retomedl  teiued  to  supply  their  places. 
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A8  this  transfer  is  only  temporary,  their  accounts  are  to  be  retained 
on  board  of  their  own  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Assistant  Paymaster  L.  M.  Tucker,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Richmond^  Va. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy  ^regar  ding  tlie  transfer  of  the 
command  of  batteries  Semmes^  Woody  and  Brooke. 

FLAasHip  Virginia, 
James  River  Sqtiadrony  November  16^  1864. 
Sir:  Yesterday,  in  pursuance  of  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
transferred  to  First  Lieutenant  William  L.  Bradford  the  command  of 
the  naval  batteries  Semmes,  Wood,  and  Brooke. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^^er  James  River  Squadron, 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Officer  of  Orders  and  Detail^  G.  S,  Navy  Dept.y  Richmond^  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wharton^  C.  S.  Navy^  submitting  plan  for  discover- 
ing the  enemy^s  torpedoes. 

0.  8.  8.  BiCHMOND,  November  16, 1864. 

Sir:  I  presume  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  with  you  to  find 
out  whether  the  enemy  have  torp^oes,  either  sensitive  or  electric, 
between  Bishop's  and  Trent's  Beach.  I  submit  the  following  plan  to 
determine  this  point,  which  1  think  can  be  carried  out  with  small 
expense  to  the  Government  and  no  loss  of  life. 

I  propose  to  take  any  old  barge  that  can  be  procured,  and  on  its  deck 
build  a  shield  like  that  of  any  of  our  ironclads,  and  also  have  a  false 
smokestack,  all  of  refuse  lumber;  in  fact,  make  it  a  facsimile  of  one  of 
them.  Have  outriggers  on  each  side,  of  different  lengths,  with  lines 
attached,  12  or  15  feet  long;  with  weight  heavy  enough  to  keep  under 
short  pieces  fastened  to  the  lines.  There  will  be  formed  a  sweep  likely 
enough  to  explode  any  sensitive  tor^Kidoes  that  would  touch  our  bot- 
toms and  which  the  barge,  owing  to  its  light  draft,  would  fail  to  come 
in  contact  with. 

I  further  projiose,  when  the  favorably  dark  night  presents  itself,  that 
one  of  the  small  wooden  steamers  shall  tow  this  pseudo  ironclad  down 
to  Bishop's,  or  farther,  if  you  deem  it  can  be  done  in  safety,  and  then 
two  boats  with  the  ebb  tide  can  keep  her  in  the  channel  till  she  reaches 
Howlett's.  Long  lines  from  the  bow  and  stern  of  the  barge  will  enable 
them  to  do  this  and  also  keep  themselves  free  from  danger  by  hauling 
well  in  to  the  south  bank.  A  little  light  well  disposed  on  her  and  a 
few  whispered  Oust  loud  enough  for  the  enemy's  pickets  to  hear  on  the 
north  bank)  orders  and  soundings  given,  may  deceive  the  Yankees,  and 
if  they  have  any  electrical  torpedoes  they  will  surely  explode  them  and 
blow  her  to  pieces.  And  if  she  passes  in  safety  she  can  be  brought 
[back]  on  the  flood  in  the  same  manner  and  before  daylight.    The  nights 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  from  her  fine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  si>eed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gan.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  bein^  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Richmond,  and  are  of 
suflicient  power  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  O.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Rappahannock. 

At  Edwards  Ferry ,  on  the  Itoanoke, 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Roanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Richmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  WilmingUm,  N,  C. 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
(ia.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  8X>eed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  firom  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

The  James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offioer  John  E.  Hif itchell,  has 
been  actively  employed  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  September  it  had  a  spirited  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy's  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  Biver,  silenoing  those  upon  Signal  HilL 


756  NORTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  coinmaiid  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  our  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  Jane  last,  though  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  superior  to  ours,  he  effectnallj 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent's  Reach  with  sunken  vessels  and  otber 
means,  which  obstructions  he  still  maintnins,  and  established  shore  bat 
teries  to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstmctions  his  ironclad^ 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry's  Bluff;  and  at  Mobile,  >Vilmington,  and 
the  James  liiver  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organized  by  the  Depart 
ment,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  incre<'ise  of  appropriation  for  this  service  u> 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  \!> 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sur- 
mounting difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insai)erable. 

The  enemy's  ascent  of  James  River  by  a  large  number  of  warvee^ 
sels,  expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materiallT 
retarded  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  thdr 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty-four  hoars,  and  whik 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  grnuboat,  tiie 
Commodore  Jonesj  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem- 
broke Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraoeit 
Wilmington  and  the  James  liiver  within  the  s])here  of  his  operations 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina^  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  President. 


Jjetter  from  FUig- Officer  Mitchell,,  (\  S,  Nary,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  lliidroijraphy,  request iny  a  supply  of  U>rpc(ioes  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pi<;kets. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squiidron,  November  f*\  186 L 

Sib  :  Each  of  our  ironclads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  torpedo  contain- 
ing about  25  or  30  pounds  of  powder  intended  to  be  usetl  against  tbe 
enemy's  ironclads  or  large  vessels.  The  present  use  of  these  (mtters  is 
to  picket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  craft 
larger  than  a  laun(5h,  and  1  think  a  murh  smaller  torpedo — say  with  .» 
or  6  pounds  of  powder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  occur  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  torpedoes  are  used,  seiious  damage  might  result  to  ns, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  enemy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  effective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torpedoes  of  about  5  poauds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  fit  over 
the  pole? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^  Navy  Department. 

Letter  from  Major- General  Whiting^  C.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkneyy 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  naval  force. 

Hbadquartsbs, 
Wilmingtouy  November  6y  1864. 
Flag-Oppioer:  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Bip, 
which  I  propose  to  turn  over  to  you.  I  beg  that  until  it  is  completed 
entirely  you  will  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  10- pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shi^  with  what  quarters  and  conven- 
iences we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  compelled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  eflfect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  point  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  i)eople 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  rliem,  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defense  of  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu- 
sively naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  off  the  Eip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major- General, 
Flag-Officer  PiNKNEY, 

Comdg,  Confederate  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Carolina^  Present. 


Report  of  FUig- Officer  MitoheUf  0.  8.  Na/vy^  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  Confederate  States  vessels  to  a  position  of  greater  safety. 

^'^SHIP  ViRGINXA, 

November  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  Being  thoroiij  ^  or  other  vessels 

of  the  squadron  audi.  'er  points  below 
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our  army  picket  line  ou  tbe  north  bank  were  iu  constant  duiger  of 
being  destroyed  by  tbe  enemy  with  torpedo  boats  launched  into  the 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  their  security,  until  measures  now  in  progress  for  their  protection 
shall  be  considered  available,  to  keep  them  near  our  lines,  where  tbey 
have  the  protection  of  booms  I  have  placed  across  the  river  above 
Eingsland  Beach,  which,  though  slight,  will  probably  prove  sufficieDt 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  such  crafb  as  can  be  brought  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  sufficient  steam 
to  move  them  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  us,  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  made. 

Gunboats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  ni^ht  patrolling  tbe 
river  as  low  down  as  the  head  of  Devil's  Beach  to  prevent  and  report 
operations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  tbey  may  discover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron- 
clads, while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  withoat 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kq^ 
at  Bishop's,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigilance  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virffinia,  pro- 
tected from  attack  of  torpedo  boats  according  to  the  plan  submitted  to 
you,  consisting  of  outriggers  and  logs,  with  curtains  attached  to  the 
latter  and  extending  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
affording  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  desired  protection,  will  not. 
I  think,  interfere  materially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  i)osition  desired. 

The  importance  of  small  torpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  for  night 
picket  service,  especially  during  the  approaching  inclement  weather  of 
winter,  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  in  being  able  to  communicate  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  renew  to  the  Department  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter- 
ests of  tlie  public  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attached  to 
the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fl<iij- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  8.  K.  Malloby, 

Seircfari/  of  the  Navy,  Richmond^  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^-Offlcer  Mitchell^  C.  S.  Naryy 
rcf/arding  the  transfer  of  the  luunch  of  the  C.  S,  8.  Patrick  Ifenry, 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department y  Richmond^  Ta,,  November  <S,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  Patrick  Henry,  now  fitted  with  a  12-poundor  howitzer,  be  turned 
foverj  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor- 
pedoes by  the  enemy,  has  been  received. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  tlie  launch  is  recjuired  for  teaching  the  acting  midshipmen  boat 

•  Not  found. 
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and  howitzer  exercise.    Under  these  circamstances  the  Department  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  yoar  request,  and  hopes  that  you 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torped4>  and  her  laanch  will  report  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfnlly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy. 

Flag-Oflacer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  !N"avy  0.  8., 

Co^nmanding  Naval  FaroeSy  James  Biver. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting.  G.  8.  Army^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  S.  8.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmingtony  N.  C. 

Hbadquabtebs, 
Wilmington^  November  dj  1864. 
General:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  G.  8.  8.  Tallahassee 
last  night.    I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus- 
tained by  the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

M€^'Qeneral. 
General  Braxton  Bbaoo, 

Commanding^  etc.j  Present, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mitchelly  C.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  withaefenses  from  torpedo 
attaclcs, 

GONFEDEBATE  STATBS  OF  iVMBBICA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond^  November  9y  1864. 
SiB:  Acting  Gonstructor  Graves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  you  with 
tlie  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron- 
clads from  torpedoes.    This  will  enable  you  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Graves  built  the  Virginia^  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  the  work  upon  this  vessel  acxK)rding  to  the  plan  you  deem  b^t. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Mallobt, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Fla^jj-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  G.  8., 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

[EndorMinflnti.] 

NovEMBEB  10—9  a.  m. 
Mr.  Graves  called  on  b^*^  '"  •«  wder  requiring  one  of  the  iron- 
clads to  be  prepared  Mr  ■  ^m  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  JBieAffMNM  '"  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  be  had  mati<^  Uicksbnrg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  ]  y. 

w*  jiL«  M* 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navjfj  to  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  & 
Navy,  regarding  the  mounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
James  River  SquadroUj  November  10, 1664. 
Sib  :  Tours  of  the  9tb,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  cau  furnish  but  three,  I  should  be  glad  Ui 
assign  one  to  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  the 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon ;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  U.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord- 
nance officer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  upon  his  new 
duties  today,  if  his  health  (lermits.    I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchbll, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  li.  D.  Minor,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 
Naval  Ordnance  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 

Report  of  Midshipman  Wilson,  C.  8.  Navy,  submitting  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  November  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destrne 
tion  of  one  of  the  enemy's  double-ender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  1  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  the  torpedo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  i)lan  iH,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  necessary  overland  to  Ilowlett's  liouse  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy's  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
pulling  cautiously  down  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  tlirough  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boats  at  the  obstructions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  I  do  not  anticipates  any  trouble  in  passing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  i  am  contident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces- 
sarily result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat's  crew. 

I  am  very  certain  that  the  vessel  can  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
captured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  sutlicient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer- 
fully will  risk  my  own  life? 

1  (Miclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  position  and  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment, 
about  2^  miles  below  Hattery  Dantzler,  and  I  am  contident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  difficulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Francis  Wilson, 
Midshipman,  C.  8.  Navy, 

Flag-Oflicer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  etc. 

*Not  necessary  to  ptiMiRb. 
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Letter  from  Fliig- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- General 

Ewellj  G.  S.  Armyj  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 

River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13 j  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
commnnication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstructions  in  James  Elver. 

Desirous  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  General  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  I  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Kichmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  h^  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre- 
vent our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  offer  no  serious  impedi- 
ment to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil's  Eeach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper- 
ate with  General  Pickett's  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop's. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-General  E.  S.  Ewell, 

Headquarters^  Ghaffinh  Bluff. 


Ijetter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchelly  G.  S.J^avy,  to  the  Ghief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Oallego, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Gait,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg^  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 
temporarily. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Nelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger,  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Oallego,  lying 
water  logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluff.  A  gang  of  laborers  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required.    We  le  ofHoers  and  rigger's  gang  to  spare 
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from  the  squadron  for  tliis  duty,  as  all  we  have  are  indisfiensable  in  the 
squadrou  for  important  work  in  hand  in  fitting  tor|K^o  defenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  Jani^^  River  Squadron, 
Captain  S.  S.  Lbe, 

Office  of  Orders  atid  Detuil^  Navy  Departtnentj  Riohmondj  V(u 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Goodtcyn^  C.  S, 
Navy,  detaching  him  from  Battery  Semtnes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadrouj  November  13,  1864. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  Battery  Semnies  and  will  report 
to  me  for  duty  in  the  H(]uadron  as  soon  as  you  are  diBcharged  from  tk 
naval  hospital. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  no.  K.  Mitchbll, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  M.  V.  Goodwyn,  Provisional  Navy  O.  8., 

Battery  Semmes. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Oemis,  C.  S, 
Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  fire  from  Batteries  Wood  and  Semma 
on  Dutch  Gap, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  13 j  18C-U 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  12th  instunt,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  law  and  re^rulations  for  the  pfovernment  of  the  Navy  ai)ply,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  the  naval  batteries  on  shore.  As  to  the  particular 
authority  you  re<inire  respecting  summary  courts-martial,  the  words  of 
the  law  authorizing  them  are  precise,  fifiving  the  authority  to  '^thecom- 
mander  of  any  vessel  in  the  Navy"  (see  secti(m4,  page  70,  Navy  Regis 
ter).  Y(m  command  a  shore  battery,  and  not  a  vessel;  therefore  the 
law  does  not  give  you  the  authority  to  order  summary  courts- martial, 
nor  do  1  know  of  any  authority  in  tlie  land  other  than  Congress  thntcan 
confer  on  you  the  authority  yon  desire. 

In  regard  to  opening  tire,  as  you  suggest,  from  Batteries  \Vo<m1  and 
Semmes  upon  Dutch  da]),  you  will  he  pleased  to  be  governed   by  the 
wishes  of  General  Lee  or  (leneral  Pickett  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  very  res])ect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.iNo.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-0(ficer  James  Hirer  iSqicadran. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  IF.  Cenas,  Provisicmal  Navy  C.  8., 

Hatful/  Semmes. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  *S.  Nary^  1o  Lieu tcnmit' Colonel  How- 
ard, (\  8.  Army  J  regarding  safeguards  adopted  against  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Hirer  8qn4ulron,  Nor  ember  11,  1864, 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  ac^knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com* 
munication  of  this  date  furnishing  me  with  a  coi)y  of  one  fronj  Brig- 
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adier-General  G.  W.  C.  Lee,  conveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Boulware's  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
tori)edoes,  I  have  adopted  safeguards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howard, 

Commanding  Chaffin's  Bluff, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Parker,  C,  S.  Navy,  requiting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  and  the  schooner  Qallego, 

Office  Special  Service, 
C.  iS,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  transportation 
of  supplies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  and  sunk  some- 
time since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
p:reatly  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Gallego,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storeship,  but  is  now  in  the  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  1  should 
also  bo  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  [thej  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  purposes,  and 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  trai)Sx>ortation. 

Doping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care, and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Ouirge. 

Flag-Ofticer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  O.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  MitcJicll,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucker, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
Journal  River  Squadron,  November  15, 1864, 
Sir  :  In  reply  tc  <l4iv's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 

that  the  men  ti  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 

returned  as  Ml  to  supply  their  places. 
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In8tru4!ti(m8  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Bea/i, 
C.  8.  Navy  J  regarding  the  operations  of  the  naval  batteries. 

Flagship  Vibginla, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  2j  1864, 

SiB:  Yours*  of  this  date  has  been  received.  As  you  are  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  having  your  battery  ready  for  service  at  all  times, 
I  feel  assured  that  all  due  efforts  will  be  made  by  you  for  remounting 
the  X-inch  temporarily  disabled. 

Our  naval  batteries  will  open  upon  any  of  those  of  the  enemy  that 
may  Are  upon  our  squadron  whenever  it  can  be  returned  with  effect. 
Care  should  be  taken,  however,  not  to  waste  our  ammunition  and  to 
conform  strictly  to  the  InstructionR  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography  in  regard  to  its  expenditure,  and  particularly  in  the  nse 
of  the  different  charges  and  projectiles.  If  you  have  not  been  fhmished 
with  those  instructions  you  can  obtain  copies  from  Battery  Semmes. 
The  wishes  of  General  Lee  and  of  the  commanding  general  officer  on 
the  south  side  respecting  the  tiring  from  the  river  batteries  should  be 
complied  with  as  far  as  practicable  at  all  times  with  their  means,  and 
whenever  circumstances  will  jnstify  it.  Any  information  that  the  com- 
manding officers  of  our  batteries  may  obtain  which  may  prove  useful 
to  the  Army  should,  without  delay,  be  communicated  to  the  nearest  or 
proper  commanding  officer  of  our  land  forces.  The  most  cordial  aud 
prompt  cooperation  with  the  Army  at  all  times  is  enjoined. 

I  have  approved  your  requisitions  for  clothing  and  directed  Assistant 
Paymaster  Tucker  to  fill  them  up  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  his  duty  to 
see  to  the  transportation  of  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  in  his  department 
but  you  had  better  make  an  effort  to  obtain  the  wagon  you  ask  for  from 
the  Army,  the  Navy  Department  not  having  any,  and  being,  in  many 
instances,  dependent  on  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  having 
its  hauling  done. 

1  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  y(mr  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fl(uj-  Officer  James  River  8qu<idran. 

Lieutenant  C.  W.  Kead, 

Commanding  Battery  Wood, 


Letter  of  FlngOffieer  Mitchell,  (J,  8.  Nary,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  anil  Detail  regarding  the  complement  of  men  for  vessels  and 
naval  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  Not^emher  i,  1864. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  M  instant  I  would  respectfully 

state  that  the  number  of  men  retiuired  to  constitute  the  complements 

of  the  different  vessels  of  this  sijuadron  and  of  the  naval  batteries  is  90. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectrully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  8,  Navy  Department, 


•Not  found. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8,  Navy^  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Ste- 
vens, C.  8.  Armyj  requesting  information  regarding  proposed  obstruc- 
tions. 

Flag^ship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  4, 1864. 
General.  :  Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  General  Gilmer  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  you  to  be  placed  in  the  river;  that  he  was 
unable  to  give  me  the  information   I  wished  respecting  them,  and 
referred  nie  to  you. 

In  arranging  my  own  plans  for  the  squadron  it  is  important  that  I 
should  know  the  character  of  the  proposed  obstructions,  their  location, 
and  the  time  when  they  will  probably  be  in  position,  and  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  ask  for  such  information  on  these  points  as  you  may 
feel  at  liberty  to  impart. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  a  frigate's  chain  cable  which  Pilot  Moore 
informs  me  is  lying  on  one  of  the  pens  in  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluff,  as  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice  and  might  be  rendered  very 
serviceable  in  obstructing  the  river  with  timber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

•  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Stevens,  O.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail  regarding  deficiencies  of  medical  officers  in  his  com- 
mand. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  Assistant  Surgeons  Boxley,  attached  to  Battery  Semmes,  and 
Goldsborough,  to  the  Fredericksburg,  were  sent  some  time  since  to  the 
naval  hospital,  and  Fleet  Surgeon  Harrison  was  sent  to  it  to-day. 

As  tlie  return  of  the  above  officers  to  duty  is  uncertain,  and  as  the 
sickness,  both  on  shore  and  afloat,  continues,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
complement  of  medical  officers  be  kept  up,  and  particularly  in  view  of 
casualties  that  may  at  any  moment  result  from  a  collision  with  the 
enemy.  I  therefore  request  that  three  medical  officers  be  at  once 
ordered  to  supply  the  vacancies  named,  either  temporarily  or  other- 
wise, as  the  I  )epartment  may  deem  proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig-Offi>cer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  8.  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  requesting  a  supply  of  self-acting  tor- 
pedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  5j  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  placed  booms,  or  a  line  of  logs  chained  together,  at 
Bishop's  Bluff,  extending  from  the  south  shore  to  withjn  about  80 
of  the  north  shore. 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  eite- ' 
my's  row  and  small  torpedo  boats  with  selfactiiifc  torx>edoe8  of  aboat 
10  pounds  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  qam 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  aboat  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  aboat  4^  feet.  Eight  or  ten  torpedoes  will,  I  think,  be 
safflcient,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  Navy  DepartfnenU 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  5,  ISSi, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  April  30,  1864. 

VE88SKU)  IN  Commission. 
James  River ^  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  John  K,  Mitcheli, 

Virginia,  ironclad  sloop,  4  n^uns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburg  J  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  T.  R.  Bootes. 

Richmond  J  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hampton,  steam  gunboat^  2  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 

Nansemond,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

RoanokCj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufort,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  W.  1\  Mason. 

Dreicry,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry^  steam  sloop,  4  guns.  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen. 

Torpedo,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of  submarine  defenses. 

Inland  waters  of  North  Carolina^  under  command  of  Captain  James  TV,  Cooke. 

Koanoke  River. — Albemarle,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding A.  F.  Warley. 

Neuse  River. — Neune,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Commander  Joseph  Price. 

Cape  Fear  JiirtT  and  Wilmington^  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  II.  F,  Pinkneif, 

Yadkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 
Equator^  steam  gunboat,  1  gun. 

Arctic,  floating  battery,  3  guns.  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 
8quib,  torpedo  boat. 

VkSSKUS   now    in    PKOGRK8S   OK   CONSTRUCTION. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  length,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  short  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  witii 
an  armor  6  inches  thick. 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  from  her  fine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  speed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gan.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  bein^  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment  to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Richmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  power  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  O.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Rappahannock. 

At  Edwards  Ferry,  <m  the  Boanoke, 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Roanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Richmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  WilmingUm,  N.  C. 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
(ja.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  si>eed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  from  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

#  #  •  #  ~  #  • 

The  James  River  Bqaadxon,  n  K.  Mitchell,  has 

been  actively  employed  in  cooi  on  the  29th 

of  September  it  had  a  BwAUii  *8  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  &V€rr 
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When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  our  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  Jane  last,  thoai^h  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  superior  to  ours,  he  effectually 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent^s  Reach  with  sunken  vessels  and  other 
means,  which  obstructions  he  still  maintains,  and  established  shore  bat 
teries  to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstructions  his  ironclads 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry's  Bluflf;  and  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and 
the  James  River  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organized  by  the  Depart- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  increase  of  appropriation  for  this  service  is 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  is 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sor- 
mounting  difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insai)erabie. 

The  enemy's  ascent  of  <Iames  River  by  a  large  number  of  war  ves- 
sels, expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materially 
retarded  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  their 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty  four  hoars,  and  while 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  gunboat,  the 
Commodore  Jonesj  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem- 
broke Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraces 
Wilmington  and  the  James  River  within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina^  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  President. 


Letter  from  FUifj-Offieer  Mitchell,  (I  S.  Nary,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  requesting  a  supply  of  torpedoes  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pickets. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  6',  1864. 

Sir  :  Each  of  our  ironclads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  torpedo  contain- 
ing about  25  or  30  [wunds  of  powder  intended  to  be  used  against  the 
enemy's  ironclads  or  large  vessels.  The  present  use  of  these  cutters  is 
to  picket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  crafr 
larger  than  a  launch,  and  1  think  a  much  smaller  torpedo — say  Vith  r* 
or  6  pounds  of  powder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  occmr  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  torpedoes  Jire  used,  serious  damage  might  result  to  us, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  eneuiy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  effective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torpedoes  of  aboat  5  pounds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  fit  over 
the  pole? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ^  Navy  Department, 


Letter  from  Major- General  Whiting^  0.  8.  Army,  to  Fkig- Officer  Pinkneyj 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  naval  force. 

Hbadquartsbs, 
Wilmingtonj  November  6y  1864. 
FlagkOfficer:  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Eip, 
which  I  propose  to  turn  over  to  you.  I  beg  that  until  it  is  complete 
entirely  you  will  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  10-pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shi^  with  what  quarters  and  conven- 
iences we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  compelled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  effect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  point  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  people 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  rhem,  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defense  of  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu- 
sively naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  ofi*  the  Eip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-Officer  PiNKNBY, 

Comdg.  Confederate  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Miiohetk  0.  &  Navy^  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  Confederate  SMm  •  oriHon  of  greater  safety. 

^  ViRGIOTA, 

nber  8, 1864. 
Sir:  Being  thorougli  -tther  vessels 

of  the  squadron  anohon  loints  below 
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onr  army  picket  line  on  the  north  bank  were  in  constant  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  the  eneray  with  torpedo  boats  launched  into  tiie 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  their  security,  antil  measares  now  in  progress  for  their  protection 
shall  be  considered  available,  to  keep  them  near  our  lines,  where  they 
have  the  protection  of  booms  I  have  placed  across  the  river  above 
Eingsland  Beach,  which,  though  slight,  will  probably  prove  sufficient 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  soch  craft  as  can  be  brought  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  sufficient  steam 
to  move  them  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  us,  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  made. 

Ounboats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  night  patrolling  the 
river  as  low  down  as  the  head  of  Devil's  Beach  to  prevent  and  report 
operations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  tbey  may  discover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron- 
clads, while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  without 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kept 
at  Bishop's,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigilance  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virginia^  pro- 
tected from  attack  of  torpedo  boats  according  to  the  plan  submitted  to 
yon,  consisting  of  outriggers  and  logs,  with  curtains  attached  to  the 
latter  and  extending  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
affording  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  desired  protection,  will  nor, 
I  think,  interfere  materially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  position  desired. 

The  importance  of  small  torpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  tor  night 
picket  service,  e8i)ecially  during  the  approaching  inclement  we>ather  of 
winter,  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  in  being  able  to  communicate  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  renew  to  the  Department  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attached  to 
the  squadron. 

I  lijive  tlie  honor  to  l)e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fla{1- Officer  James  River  Squadrati. 

lion.  S.  K.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^-Offlcer  Mitchellj  C.  S.  Navyj 
regarding  the  transfer  of  the  launch  of  the  0.  8.  8»  Patrick  Ifenry, 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond,  Va,,  November  S,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  Patrick  Henry,  now  fitted  with  a  12-pound(^r  howitzer,  be  turned 
[over]  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor- 
pedoes by  the  enemy,  has  been  received. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  the  launch  is  recjuired  for  teaching  the  a<jting  midshipmen  boat 

•  Not  found. 
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and  howitzer  exercise.    Under  these  circumstances  the  Department  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  your  request,  and  hopes  that  you 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torpedo  and  her  launch  will  report  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-OflScer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8., 

Commanding  Naval  ForoeSj  James  Eiver. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting.  C.  8.  Army^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  8.  8.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmingtonj  N.  C. 

Headquabtebs, 
Wilmington^  November  8,  1864. 
Oenebal:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  G.  8.  8.  Tallahassee 
last  night.    I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus- 
tained by  the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  G.  Whiting, 

Major-General. 
General  Bbaxton  Bbaoo, 

Commanding^  et^f.j  Present. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  with  defenses  from  torpedo 
attacks. 

GONFEDEBATE  STATES  OF  AMEBIOA, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  9j  1864. 
SiB:  Acting  Gonstructor  Oraves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  you  with 
the  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron- 
chids  from  torpedoes.    This  will  enable  yon  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Oraves  built  the  Virginia^  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  tbe  work  upon  this  vessel  according  to  the  plan  you  deem  b^t. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  O.  8., 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

\  Endorsement.] 

NovEMBEB  10—9  a.  m. 
Mr.  Graves  called  on  board  with  an  order  requiring  one  of  the  iron- 
clads to  be  prepared  by  him  with  defenses  from  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  Richmond  to  him,  and  told  him  to  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  he  had  matured  it.  Tbe  Virginia  and  FredricJcsburg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  Meads,  and  the  work  well  underway. 

J.  K«  M» 


r 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  the  mounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Vibghoa, 
James  Eiver  8qu€ulronj  November  10,  1664. 
Sib:  Tours  of  the  9th,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  can  furnish  but  three,  I  nhoald  be  glad  to 
assign  one  t^  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  the 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon ;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  U.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord- 
nance ofticer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  upon  his  new 
duties  to- day,  if  his  health  [lermits.    I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitohbll, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  S^^nadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  D.  Minob,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.^ 
Naval  Ordnance  Works^  Richmond^  Va, 

Report  of  Midshipman  Wilson,  C.  8.  Navy,  submitting  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enanf^s  gunboats. 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  November  12,  1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destrnc 
tiou  of  one  of  the  enemy's  double-ender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  the  torpedo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  ]>lau  is,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  neceHsary  overland  to  Hewlett's  house  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy's  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
jmlling  cautiously  clown  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  through  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  cre<libly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boats  at  the  obstnictions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble  in  i)a88ing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  1  am  confident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces- 
sarily result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat's  crew, 

I  am  very  certain  tliat  the  vessel  (?an  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
cai)tured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  sullicient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer- 
fully will  risk  my  own  life! 

I  enclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  jmsition  and  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment, 
about  2h  miles  below  Battery  Dantzler,  and  I  am  confident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  difTK'ulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

1  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Francis  Wilson, 
Midshipman^  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Oflicer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  etc. 

*Not  necessary  to  pnblish. 
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Letter  from  Fla^-Offjcer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Nwtsy^  to  Lieutenant- General 
Ewelly  C.  8.  Army  J  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 
River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadrony  November  13^  1864, 

General.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstrnctions  in  James  Biver. 

Desirons  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  Oeneral  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  I  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Kichmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  hs^  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre- 
vent our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  offer  no  serious  impedi- 
ment to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil's  Beach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper- 
ate with  General  Pickett's  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop's. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Headquarters^  Chaffin^s  Bluff, 


Letter  from  Flag  Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8,  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Oallego, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  i.?,  1864, 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Gait,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 
temporarily. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Nelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger,  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Oallego,  lying 
water  logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluff.  A  gang  of  laborers  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required.    We  have  n^ '  "**•«»  and  rigger's  gang  to  spare 
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[Telegram.] 

WiLMmoTON,  December  16, 1864. 
The  fleet  left  Old  Point  Friday  for  Wilmington,  Wodo^A  and  Colo- 
rado  in  advance,  painted  white,  with  Confederate  flag.  Troops  oob- 
cealed  under  deck.  Two  doubleenders,  11  ironclads,  5  torpedo  raisers, 
12  mortar  boats,  the  remainder  transports,  there  being  85  in  all,  and 
all  steamers.  The  land  forces  to  consist  of  20,000  men  ander  Bntler, 
the  naval  forces  nnder  Admirals  I^fCe  and  Porter;  10,000  land  forces 
left  Fortress  Monroe  at  same  time  for  If ew  Berne. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- General 
Brigadier-General  H^bbbt, 

Smithvillej  [K.  C] 


[Telegram.] 


BlOHMOND,  [Deoember]  19,  [1864]. 
(Received  at  Mobile,  December  24.) 
Oongratalate  yon  on  yonr  safe  arrival.    When  ready  to  come  oo, 
regard  this  as  an  order  to  report  to  Department. 

S.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  B.  Semmes,  O.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail^  regarding  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Alexander, 
0.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Vibotnia, 
James  River  Squadron^  December  19,  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  this  day  detached  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Alexander 
from  this  vessel  and  ordered  him  to  the  command  of  the  gnnboat  Beau- 
fort, which  I  request  may  be  confirmed  by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchbll, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  0.  8.  Navy  Dept,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

WiLMlNaTON,  December  20,  1864—10  a.  m. 
The  head  of  the  enemy's  fleet  arrived  oflf  this  point  last  night.    Over 
thirty  steamers  are  now  assembling  and  more  are  following. 

B.  Bbaqg. 
Colonel  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond,  Va. 

[Copies  sent  to  the   President,  Secretary  of  War,  and   A(^utant- 
General.] 
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adier-General  G.  W.  0.  Lee,  couveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Boulware's  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
tori)edoes,  I  have  adopted  safeguards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howard, 

Commanding  Chaffin^s  Bluff. 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Parker ^  C.  S.  Navy^  requesting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  and  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Office  Special  Service, 
C.  S.  Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  14^  1864. 
Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  transportation 
of  sui^plies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  and  sunk  some- 
time since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
jrreatly  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  x)ossib]e,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Gallego,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storeship,  but  is  now  in  tlie  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  I  should 
also  be  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  (thej  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  puri)Oses,  and 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  tran8X)ortation. 

Hoping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care, and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 

Flag-Ofti(^er  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Mitcliell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucker, 
C.  S.  Nary,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  15, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  men  transferred  from  the  squadron  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 
returned  as  soon  as  other  men  can  be  obtained  to  supply  their  places. 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  ene- 
my's  row  and  small  torpedo  boats  with  selfactin^  tori>eaoe8  of  about 
10  pounds  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  about  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  about  4J  feet.  Eight  or  ten  torpedoes  will,  I  think,  be 
sufficient,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  supplied  as  soon  a« 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  Navy  Department. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  Amsrioa, 
Navy  Department  J  Richmond^  November  5,  1S$4. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  April  30, 1864. 

Vrssski^  in  Commission. 
Jame$  Biver,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  John  K,  Mitchell. 

Virginiaj  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburg,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  T.  K.  Bootes. 

Richmond,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hampton,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 

Nansemond,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

Roanoke,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufort,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  W.  V.  Mason. 

Dreicry,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry,  steam  sloop,  4  guns,  LieuU^nant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen. 

Torpedo,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of  submarine  defenses. 

Inland  waten  of  North  CarolinUf  under  command  of  Captain  James  W.  Cooke. 

lioanoke  Kiver. — Albemarle,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding A.  F.  Warley. 
Neuse  River. — -^ew^e,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns.  Commander  Joseph  Price. 

Cape  Fear  River  and  Wilminfftonf  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  li.  F.  Pinkneif. 

Yadkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 
Equator,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun. 

Arctic,  floating  battery,  .'3  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 
Squib,  torpedo  boat. 

Vesskl-s  now  in  Pkogrksm  of  C(^nstruction. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  length,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  short  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  with 
an  armor  6  inches  thick. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        755 

The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  from  her  fine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  speed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gun.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  being  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  weU 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Richmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  power  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  O.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Rappahannock. 

At  Edwards  Ferry,  on  the  Roanoke, 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Roanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Richmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  Wilmington,  N.  C, 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
Ga.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  8.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  i)ower  to  insure  good  speed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  fiw)m  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

•  •••••• 

The  James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  has 
been  actively  employed  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  September  it  had  a  spirited  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy's  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  River,  silencing  those  upon  Signal  Hill. 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  ene- 
my's row  aud  small  torpedo  boats  with  selfactiiiK  torx>edoes  of  about 
10  pounds  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  about  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  about  4^  feet.  Eifi^ht  or  ten  torpedoes  wilK  I  think,  be 
sufficient,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  sapplied  as  soon  u 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Bbooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^  Navy  Departfnent. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

GONFEDEBATE  STATES  OF   AMSRICA, 
Navy  Department  J  Richmond^  November  5,  JS64, 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  date  of  my  last  rei)ort,  April  30, 1864. 

VE888KL8   IN  COMMIHHION. 

Jame$  River,  under  command  of  Flag-OJUHcer  John  K.  Mitchell. 

Virginia,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburg^  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  T.  B.  BooteK. 

Richmond,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hampton^  steam  ganboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 

Nansemondj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieatenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

Roanokcj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufort,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  W.  l\  Mason. 

Drewry,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry^  steam  sloop,  4  guns.  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen. 

Torpedo,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of  submarine  defenses. 

Inland  waten  of  North  Carolina,  under  command  of  Captain  James  W.  Cooke. 

lioanoke  Kiver. — Albemarle^  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  Qom- 
manding  A,  F.  Warloy. 
Neuse  River. — Neune,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Commander  Joseph  Price. 

Cape  Fear  Jiivrr  and  WHminffton,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  li.  F,  Pinkneg. 

Yadkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 
Equator^  steam  gunboat,  1  guu. 

Arcticj  floating  battery,  .'3  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 
Squib,  torpedo  boat. 

Vkkskls  now  in  Progrkss  of  Construction. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  length,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  shoit  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  with 
an  armor  6  inches  thick. 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  from  her  fine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  bnt  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  speed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gun.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  being  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C, 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Richmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  i)ower  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  O.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Rappahannock. 

At  EdwardB  Ferry y  on  the  lioanoke. 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Roanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Richmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
Ga.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  speed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  exx>ected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  fiw)m  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

•  •••••  • 

The  James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  has 
been  actively  employed  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  September  it  had  a  spirited  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy's  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  River,  silencing  those  upon  Signal  HilL 
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When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  our  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  Jane  last,  thoufirh  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  saperior  to  ours,  he  effectually 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent's  Reach  with  sunken  vessels  and  other 
means,  which  obstructions  he  still  maintains,  and  established  shore  bat 
teries  to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstructions  his  ironclads 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry's  Bluff;  and  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and 
the  James  Kiver  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organb.e<l  by  the  Depart- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  increase  of  ap])ropriation  for  this  service  is 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  is 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sur- 
mounting difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insni)erable. 

The  enemy's  ascent  of  James  River  by  a  large  number  of  war  ves- 
sels, expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materially 
retaraed  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  their 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  while 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  gunboat,  the 
Commodore  Jonesy  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem- 
broke Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraces 
Wilmington  and  the  James  River  within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina^  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  President. 


Jjetter  from  Flag-Offi<*.er  MiUkell^  (\  S,  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  fh^  Burenu 
of  Ordnance  and  Ilydrotjraphy,  request imf  a  supply  of  torpedoes  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pickets. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Rivtrr  Squadroyi,  November  6*,  186 i. 

Sir:  Each  of  our  ironclads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  tori)edo  contain- 
ing about  25  or  30  pounds  of  powder  intended  to  be  used  against  the 
enemy's  ironclads  or  large  v(»88eJs.  The  present  use  of  these  cutters  is 
to  i)icket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  craf> 
larger  tlian  a  launch,  and  1  think  ii  much  smaller  torpedo — say  with  ."i 
or  6  pounds  of  powder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  oc<!ur  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  torpedoes  are  used,  serious  damage  might  result  to  ns, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  enemy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  effective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torpedoes  of  aboat  5  pounds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  fit  over 
ttiepolef 

I  am,  very  resx>ectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^  Navy  Department. 

Letter  from  Major- General  Whiting,  0.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Pinkney, 
C.  S.  Navyy  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  naval  force. 

Hbadquartbbs, 
Wilmington^  November  6y  1864. 
Flao-Officer  :  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Bip, 
which  I  propose  to  torn  over  to  yon.  I  beg  that  until  it  is  completed 
entirely  you  wiU  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  10-pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shift  with  what  quarters  and  conven- 
iences we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  comx>elled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  effect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  point  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  people 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  rhem,  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defenseof  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu- 
sively naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  off  the  Kip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whitino, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Comdg.  Confederate  States  Na/oal  Forces^  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitc^eUf  0*  &  Ufa/Vif^  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  Confederate  8tate8  MfMZf  ^  of  greater  safety. 

'^mcHNIA, 

-  8^  1864. 
Sir  :  Being  thoroogUf  f  »r  vessels 

of  the  squadron  anohoied  i  \  below 
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onr  army  picket  line  on  the  north  bank  were  in  constant  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  the  enemy  with  torpedo  boats  laanched  into  the 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  their  secarity,  antil  measares  now  in  progress  for  their  proteetioD 
shall  be  considered  available,  to  keep  them  near  our  lines,  where  they 
have  the  protection  of  booms  I  have  placed  across  the  river  above 
Eingsland  Beach,  which,  thoagh  slight,  will  probably  prove  safficient 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  such  craft  as  can  be  brought  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  safficient  steam 
to  move  them  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  as,  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  made. 

Onnboats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  night  patrolling  the 
river  as  low  down  as  the  head  of  Devil's  Beach  to  prevent  and  report 
operations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  they  may  disoover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron- 
clads, while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  without 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kept 
at  Bishop's,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigilance  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virginiay  pro- 
tected from  attack  of  torpedo  boats  according  to  the  plan  sabmitted  to 
you,  consisting  of  outriggers  and  logs,  with  curtains  attached  to  the 
latter  and  extending  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
affording  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  desired  protection,  will  nor, 
I  think,  interfere  materially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  position  desired. 

The  importance  of  small  torpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  for  night 
picket  service,  esi)ecially  during  the  approaching  inclement  weather  of 
winter,  can  not  be  overestimate,  and  in  being  able  to  communicate  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  renew  to  the  Department  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attached  to 
the  squadron. 

T  lijive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUifj-  Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Hon.  8.  R.  Malloby, 

Secrefarij  of  the  Navy,  Richmond^  Va, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Oficer  Mitchellj  C.  S.  Navy^ 
re<jardin(j  the  trarisfer  of  the  lnu7ich  of  the  C,  8,  8.  Patrick  Ifenry. 

CONFEDKRATE   STATES  OF   AMERICA, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond^  la.,  November  8,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  ratrick  Henry,  now  fitted  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  be  turned 
foverj  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor- 
pedoes by  the  enemy,  has  been  received. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  the  launch  is  re^juired  for  teaching  the  acting  midshipmen  boat 

*  Not  found. 
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and  howitzer  exercise.    Under  these  circamstances  the  Dei>artment  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  your  request,  and  hopes  that  you 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torpedo  and  her  launch  will  report  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/oy. 

FlagOfficer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8., 

Commo/nding  Naval  Faroes j  James  River. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting.  C.  8.  Armyj  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  S.  8.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmington^  N.  0. 

Headquabtebs, 
Wilmington^  November  8j  1664. 

Genebal  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Tallahassee 
last  night.  I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus- 
tained by  the  litting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Md^or-Oeneral, 
General  Bbaxton  Bbaoo, 

Commandingy  etc.^  Present, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mitchelly  C  & 
Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  with  defenses  from  torpedo 
atta>cks. 

OONFEDEBATE  STATES  OF  AMEBIOA, 

Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  .9, 1864. 
Sib  :  Acting  Constructor  Graves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  yon  with 
tlie  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron- 
clads from  tor])edoe8.    This  will  enable  you  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Graves  built  the  Virginia^  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  the  work  upon  this  vessel  according  to  the  plan  you  deem  b^t. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Fla^-Ofiicer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

[  Rndoraemeiit.] 

NovEMBEB  10—9  a.  m. 
Mr.  Graves  called  on  board  with  an  order  requiring  one  of  the  iron- 
clads to  be  prepared  by  him  with  defenses  from  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  Richmond  to  him,  and  told  him  to  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  lie  had  matnred  it.  The  Virginia  and  Fredri<;Jcsburg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  Meads,  and  the  work  weU  underway. 

J.  £•  M. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navyj  to  Lieutenant  Minor j  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  tnounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Vibginla, 
James  River  8qtMdronj  November  lOj  1664. 
Sib  :  Toars  of  the  9th,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  can  furuish  bat  three,  1  shoald  be  glad  to 
assign  one  t^  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  the 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon ;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  U.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord- 
nance officer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  apou  his  new 
duties  to- day,  if  his  health  permits.    I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchbll, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  D.  Minor,  Provisional  Ifavy  G.  S., 
Naval  Ordnance  Worlcs^  Richmond^  Ya, 


Report  of  Midshipman  Wilson^  C.  8.   Navy,  submitting  plan  for  ike 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats. 

Flagship  Vibginia, 
James  River  8quadron^  November  12^  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destruc 
tion  of  one  of  the  enemy's  double-ender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  the  torpedo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  plan  is,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  necessary  overland  to  Hewlett's  house  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy's  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
pulling  cautiously  down  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  through  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boats  at  the  obstructions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  1  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble  in  passing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  I  am  conlident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces- 
sarily result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat's  crew. 

I  am  very  certain  that  the  vessel  can  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
cai)tured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  suflicient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer- 
fully will  risk  my  own  life! 

1  enclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  position  and  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment, 
about  2.^  miles  below  Battery  Dantzler,  and  I  am  confident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  (lif!i(;ulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Francis  Wilson, 
Midshipman^  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding^  etc. 

•Not  necessary  to  publiah. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        761 

Letter  from  Flug- Officer  Mitchelly  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- General 
Ewellj  G.  S.  Armyj  regarding  the  pUicing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 
River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  Squadron^  November  13^  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstractions  in  James  Eiver. 

Desirous  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  General  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  I  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Eichmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  h^  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre- 
vent our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  offer  no  serious  impedi- 
ment to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil's  Eeach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper- 
ate with  General  Pickett's  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop's. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  E.  S.  Ewell, 

Headquarters^  Chaffin^s  Bluff. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C.  8.  Navy y  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  Squadron,  November  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Gait,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 
temporarily. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Nelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger,  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Oallego,  lying 
water  logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluft*.  A  gang  of  laborers  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required.    We  have  no  suitable  officers  and  rigger's  gang  to  spare 
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from  the  squadron  for  tbis  duty,  an  all  we  have  are  indisjtensable  in  the 
squadron  for  important  work  in  hand  in  fitting  tor]>^o  defenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchsll, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail^  Xavy  Department^  Richmond^  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  G.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Goodwynj  C.  8. 
Navy  J  detaching  him  from  Battery  ikmmes. 

Flagship  ViBarariA, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13^  1864. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  Battery  Semmes  and  will  report 
to  me  for  duty  in  the  scjuadron  as  soon  as  you  are  discharged  from  the 
naval  hospital. 

I  am,  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitohbll, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  M.  P.  Goodwyn,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Battery  Semmes. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell j  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  OenaSj  C.  8. 
Navy^  regarding  the  opening  of  fire  from  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes 
on  Dutch  Gap. 

Flagship  Virginla, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  13j  1864. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  12tli  instant,  1  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  law  and  regulations  for  the  p^overnment  of  the  Navy  ai)ply,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  the  naval  batteries  on  shore.  As  to  the  particular 
authority  you  rcciuire  resj)ectin|^  summary  courts-martial,  the  words  of 
the  law  authorizing  them  are  precise,  p^iving  the  authority  to  *nhe  com- 
mander of  any  vessel  in  the  Navy"  (see  section  4,  ])age  70,  Navy  Kegis- 
t<»r).  You  command  a  shore  battery,  and  not  a  vessel;  therefore  the 
law  does  not  give  you  tlie  autliority  to  order  summary  (lourts-martial, 
nor  do  1  know  of  any  authority  in  tlie  land  other  than  Congress  that  can 
confer  on  yon  the  authority  yon  desire. 

In  regard  to  ojiening  lire,  as  yon  snggest,  from  Batteries  W<M)d  and 
Semmes  upon  Dutch  (lap,  you  will  he  pleased  to  be  governed  by  the 
wishes  of  (icnerul  Lee  or  (leneral  Piekett  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  very  resi)e(jtfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Inc.  K.  Mitc^hell, 
Flag  Officer  James  JHrer  Sijuadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  If.  Cenas,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Jia  f  tery  Sent  m  es, 

LetUr  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  tS,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- (J olonrl  How- 
ard, (J.  JS,  Army,  regarding  safegnards  adopted  against  torpedoes. 

Flagsuip  Virginia, 
James  Hirer  S(fuadron,  \ovemhcr  14,  1864. 
Colonel:  I  have  tln^  honor  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your  com* 
munication  of  this  date  furnishing  me  with  a  copy  of  one  from 
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adier-General  G.  W.  0.  Lee,  conveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Boulware's  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
torpedoes,  I  have  adopted  safeguards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Rvoer  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howard, 

Commanding  Chaffin's  Bluff. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Parker j  0.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  arid  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Office  Special  Service, 
0.  S.  Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  transimrtation 
of  supplies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  and  sunk  some- 
time since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
greatly  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Gallego,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storeship,  but  is  now  in  tiie  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  1  should 
also  be  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  [thej  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  pur])oses,  and 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  transportation. 

Iloping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care  and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 

Flag-Offieer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucker, 
C,  S.  Navy,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  15, 1864, 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  men  transferred  from  the  squadron  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 
returned  as  soon  as  other  men  can  be  obtained  to  supply  their  places. 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  ene- 
my's row  aud  small  torpedo  boats  with  self-acting  torpedoes  of  about 
10  poands  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  about  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  about  4^  feet.  Eight  or  ten  torpedoes  will,  I  think,  be 
sufficient,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitoh£l.l., 
Flag-Officer  James  River  8quadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Bbooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography j  Navy  Department. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Confbdbeate  States  of  Amebica, 
Navy  Department  J  Kichmonij  November  5,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  date  of  my  last  rei>ort,  April  30,  1864. 

VR888KL8   IN  C0MMI88ION. 

Jamw  Jiiv€r,  under  command  of  Flag-Ofjjicer  John  A'.  Mitchell. 

Virginia,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburg  J  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  T.  R.  Bootes. 

Richmond  J  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns.  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hampton,  steam  gunboat^  2  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 

Nansemondj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

Roanoke^  steam  gunboat,  2  guns.  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufortj  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  W.  l\  Mason. 

Drewryj  steam  gunboat,  1  gun.  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry,  steam  sloop,  4  guns.  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen. 

Torpedo,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  i^embroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of,  submarine  defenses. 

Inland  waters  of  North  CaroHnOf  under  command  of  Captain  James  W.  Cooke. 

Roanoke  River. — Albemarle,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns.  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding A.  F.  Warley. 
Neuse  River. — Newte,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Commander  Joseph  Price. 

Cape  Fear  Jiiver  and  Wilmingtonf  under  command  of  Flag- Officer  A*.  F,  Pinkney. 

Yadkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 
Equator,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun. 

Arctic,  floating  battery,  3  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 
Squib,  torpedo  boat. 

Ve88ki>5  now  in  Phogrkss  ok  Consthuction. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  length,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  shoit  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  with 
an  armor  6  inches  thick. 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  and,  fh)m  her  tine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  8i>eed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gun.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
ram  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  being  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatiy  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Bichmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  i)ower  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  0.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Bappahannock. 

At  Edwards  Ferry ,  an  the  Roanoke, 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Eoanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro- 
lina, to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Bichmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  Wilmington^  N.  C, 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  iu  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
Ga.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  IT.  Warner,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  speed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  from  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

•  •••••• 

The  James  Biver  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  John  E.  Mitchell,  has 
been  actively  employed  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  September  it  had  a  spirited  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy's  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  Biver,  silencing  those  upon  Signal  Hill. 
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When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  our  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  June  last,  though  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  superior  to  ours,  he  effectually 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent's  Reach  with  sunken  vessels  and  other 
means,  which  obstructions  he  still  maintains,  and  established  shore  bat 
teries  to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstructions  his  ironclads 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry's  Bluff;  and  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and 
the  James  liiver  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organized  by  the  Depart- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  increase  of  appropriation  for  this  service  is 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  is 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sur- 
mounting difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insni>erable. 

The  enemy's  ascent  of  James  River  by  a  large  number  of  war  ves- 
sels, expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materially 
reta^ed  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  their 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  while 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  gunboat,  the 
Commodore  Jones,  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem- 
broke Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraces 
Wilmington  and  the  James  River  within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina,  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  President. 


Jjetter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  C.  S,  Nary^  to  the  ('hwf  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  llydrofiraphy,  rvqitcftting  a  ttupply  of  iorpedoeM  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pwkets. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
JamcH  River  Squadron j  November  6",  1864. 

Sir:  Each  of  our  ironcLads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  torpedo  contain- 
ing about  25  or  30  pounds  of  powder  intended  to  be  used  against  the 
enemy^s  ironclads  or  large  vessels.  The  present  use  of  these  cutters  is 
to  picket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  craft 
larger  tban  a  launch,  and  1  think  a  much  smaller  torpedo — say  with  r» 
or  6  pounds  of  powder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  occur  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  tori)edoes  are  used,  serious  damage  might  result  to  us, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  enemy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  eft'ective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torpedoes  of  about  5  pounds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  fit  over 
the  pole! 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Whiting,  0.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Finkney^ 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  naval  force. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington^  November  6j  1864. 
Flag-Offioer:  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Kip, 
which  I  propose  to  turn  over  to  you.  I  beg  that  until  it  is  completed 
entirely  you  will  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  10-pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shilft  with  what  quarters  and  conven- 
iences we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  compelled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  efifect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  point  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  people 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  rhem.  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defense  of  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu- 
sively naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  off  the  Kip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

V^ery  respectfully,  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Flag-Officer  PiNKNEY, 

Comdg.  Confederate  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Carolina,  Fresent. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Na/vy,  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  Confederate  States  vessels  to  a  position  of  greater  safety. 

Flagship  Virginli, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  8, 1864. 
Sib:  Bein^  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  ironclads  or  other  vessels 
of  the  squadron  anchored  at  night  at  Bishop's  or  at  other  points  below 
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oar  army  picket  line  on  the  north  bank  were  in  constant  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  the  enemy  with  torpedo  boats  launched  into  the 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  their  security,  until  measures  now  in  progress  for  their  protectioD 
shall  be  considered  available,  to  keep  them  near  our  lines,  where  they 
have  the  protection  of  booms  I  have  placed  across  the  river  above 
Eingsland  Beach,  which,  though  slight,  will  )>robably  prove  sufficient 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  such  crafb  as  can  be  brought  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  sufficient  steam 
to  move  them  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  us,  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  made. 

Gunboats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  night  patrolling  the 
river  as  low  down  as  the  head  of  Devil's  Reach  to  prevent  and  report 
operations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  they  may  discover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron- 
clads, while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  without 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kept 
at  Bishop's,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigilance  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virginiay  pro- 
tected from  attack  of  torpedo  boats  according  to  the  plan  submitted  to 
you,  consisting  of  outriggers  and  logs,  with  curtains  attached  to  the 
latter  and  extending  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
affording  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  desired  protection,  will  nor, 
I  think,  interfere  materially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  position  desired. 

The  importance  of  small  torpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  for  night 
picket  service,  especially  during  the  approaching  inclement  weather  of 
winter,  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  in  being  able  to  communicate  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  renew  to  the  Dei)artment  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter- 
ests of  the  ])ublic  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attiiched  to 
the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fla{j- Officer  James  River  Sq^mdron, 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond^  Va, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fl^{i'Oficer  Mitchell^  C,  8.  Narpj 
rcijarding  the  transfer  of  the  launch  of  the  C.  S,  S.  Patrick  Ifenry, 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  l«.,  November  <^,  186-1, 
Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  Patric/c  Ifenry,  now  fitted  with  a  12-ponnder  howitzer,  be  turned 
[overj  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor- 
peiloes  by  the  enemy,  has  been  receive(l. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  the  launch  is  reipiired  for  teaching  the  aijting  midshipmen  boat 

*  Not  foiiiid. 
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and  howitzer  exercise.    Under  these  circamstances  the  Department  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  yonr  request,  and  hopes  that  yon 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torpedo  and  her  launch  will  report  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Mallobt, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-OflBcer  J.  K.  Mitohbll,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces j  James  River. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting.  C.  8.  Army^  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  S.  8.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmingtonj  N.  0. 

Headquabtebs, 
Wilmingtonj  November  8,  1864. 
Genebal:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  0.  8.  8.  Tallahassee 
last  night.    I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus- 
tained by  the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectftdly  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-OeneraL 
General  Bbaxton  Bbaog, 

Commanding^  etc.,  Present. 


Letter  from  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  with  defenses  from  torpedo 
attacks. 

OONFEDEBATE  STATBS  OF  i^MEBIOA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  9, 1864. 
Sir:  Acting  Constructor  Graves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  you  with 
the  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron- 
cliuls  from  torpedoes.    This  wiU  enable  you  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Graves  built  the  Virginia^  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  the  work  upon  this  vessel  according  to  the  plan  you  deem  b^t. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  Mallobt, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  O.  8., 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

[  EndorMment.] 

NovEMBEB  10—9  a.  m. 
Mr.  Graves  called  on  board  with  an  order  requiring  one  of  the  iron- 
clads to  be  prepared  by  him  with  defenses  from  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  Richmond  to  him,  and  told  him  to  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  he  had  matured  it.  The  Virginia  and  Fredrtcksburg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  Meads,  and  the  work  well  underway. 

J.  K.  M. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Minor ^  C.  8. 
Navy^  regarding  the  mounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Vibgiwla, 
Jame$  River  SquadroUj  NovenU^er  10,  1864. 
Sib:  Toars  of  the  9th,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  can  furnish  but  three,  1  should  be  glad  U* 
assign  one  tx)  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  tbe 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon ;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  H.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord- 
nance ofiicer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  upon  his  new 
duties  to-day,  if  his  health  i)ermits.    I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JnO.  K.  MlTOHELL, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  D.  Minor,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 
Naval  Ordnance  WorkSj  Richmond^  Va. 

Report  of  Midshipman  Wilsorij  C.  8.   Kavy.  submitting  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats. 

Flagship  Viboinia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November- 12,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  one  of  the  enemy's  doubleender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  tlie  tor])edo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  plan  iH,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  necessary  overland  to  Hewlett's  house  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy's  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
pulling  cautiously  down  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  through  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boats  at  the  obstructions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble  in  passing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  exi)lode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  I  am  confident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces- 
sarily result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat's  crew. 

I  am  very  certain  that  the  vessel  (;an  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
(•ai)tured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  sutticient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer- 
fnlly  will  risk  my  own  life! 

1  enclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  ])Osition  tind  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment, 
about  2h  miles  below  Battery  Dantzler,  and  1  am  confident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  diflic^ulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Francis  Wilson, 
Midshipman^  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Oflicer  J  no.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding^  et^. 

*Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Oeneral 
Ewellj  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 
River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13^  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstrnctions  in  James  Eiver. 

Desirous  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  Oeneral  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  I  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Eichmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc- 
tions were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  h^  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre- 
vent our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  offer  no  serious  impedi- 
ment to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil's  Eeach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper- 
ate with  General  Pickett's  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop's. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  E.  S.  Ewell, 

HeadquarterSy  Chaffinh  Bluff, 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell j  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Oallego. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Gait,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 
temporarily. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Kelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger,  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Oallego,  lying 
water  logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's 
Bluft'.  A  gang  of  laborers  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required.    We  have  no  suitable  officers  and  rigger's  gang  to  spare 
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Report  of  Major  Smith,  G.  8.  Army,  regarding  re^idiness  of  the  batteriij 
for  protection  of  vessels  when  passing  through  Trenfs  Reach. 

Hbadquabtebs  Battebiss, 
January  22,  [1865] — 5:30p,  w. 
Snt :  I  have  received  no  official  notification  that  there  would  certainly 
be  any  movement  on  yonr  part  to  night. 

I  have  arranged  everything  in  the  event  of  yoar  coming  down,  and 
will  open  upon  any  boat  or  battery  which  fires  npon  yoa. 

Unless  yoa  think  it  will  be  best,  otherwise  I  will  not  open  till  you  are 
fired  npon,  as  I  presume  that  yon  wish  to  be  unnoticed  as  long  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Fbanois  W.  Smith. 
Flag-Officer  Mitchell. 


Letter  from  Major- General  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Mitch^ 
C.  8.  Navy,  requesting  a  signal  after  passing  the  obstrn4^ions. 

Headquabtbbs  Pickett's  Division,  January  23, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  perceiving  a  detachment  of  tlie 
enemy  approaching  from  the  gap  [DutchJ,  I  sent  a  staff  officer 
immediately  asking  you  to  throw  a  party  of  marines  on  north  bank 
for  a  few  minutes  till  I  could  send  some  of  my  men  to  occupy  the 
ground.  I  supposed  the  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to  find  out  yoar 
exact  position,  to  annoy  you  with  sharpshooters,  and  to  enable  their 
guns  to  get  your  bearing.  I  will  hold  the  other  bank  (opposite)  so  as 
to  keej)  them  off. 

Please  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  at  what  hour  you  will  probably  go 
down,  and  what  signal  you  will  make  after  getting  through  the  obstruc- 
tions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   E.   PlOKETT, 

Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,,  C.  8,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hudginsj  C.  8, 
Navy,  to  report  for  duty  on  the  C.  8,  8,  Richmond. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  ironclad  Virginia  and 
will  be  i)lea8ed  to  report  to  Commander  J.  M.  Kell,  Provisional  Navy 
C.  S.,  for  duty  on  board  of  the  Richmond, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  8qua^ron. 
First  Lieutenant  A.  (t.  Hudgins,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Flagship  Virginia. 
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adier-Oeneral  G.  W.  C.  Lee,  conveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Boulware's  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
tori>edoes,  I  have  adopted  safegriards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Biver  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howard, 

Commanding  Ghaffin^s  Bluff. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Parker j  0,  JS»  Navy^  requesting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  and  the  schooner  OalUgo. 

Office  Special  Service, 
0.  aV.  Navy  Department^  Bichmond,  November  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  transportation 
of  supplies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  and  sunk  some- 
time since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
greatly  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Gallego,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storeship,  but  is  now  in  tlie  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  I  should 
also  be  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  [thej  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  purposes,  and 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  transportation. 

Hoping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care, and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  Biver  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  MitcJiellj  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucker, 
C.  S,  Navy,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  Squadron,  November  15, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  men  transferred  from  the  squadron  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 
returned  as  soon  as  other  men  can  be  obtained  to  supply  their  places. 
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A8  this  transfer  is  only  temporary,  their  accounts  are  to  be  retained 
on  board  of  their  own  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  E.  Mitchbu^ 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Assistant  Paymaster  L.  M.  Tucker,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 

Richnumd^  Va^ 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy  Regarding  the  transfer  of  the 
command  of  batteries  SemmeSj  Wood,  and  Brooke. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  16y  1864. 
Sir  :  Yesterday,  in  pursuance  of  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
transferred  to  First  Lieutenant  William  L.  Bradford  the  command  of 
the  naval  batteries  Semmes,  Wood,  and  Brooke. 

I  have  the  honor  to  tie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Officer  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Dept,  Richmondj  Ya. 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Wharton,  C.  S.  Navy,  submitting  plan  for  discover- 
ing the  enemy^s  torpedoes. 

C.  S.  S.  Richmond,  November  16, 1864. 

Sir:  I  presume  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  with  you  to  find 
out  whether  the  enemy  have  torp^oes,  either  sensitive  or  electric, 
between  Hishop's  and  Trent's  Reach.  1  submit  the  following  plan  to 
determine  this  point,  which  I  think  can  be  carried  out  with  small 
expense  to  the  Government  and  no  loss  of  life. 

1  propose  to  take  any  old  barge  tliat  can  be  procured,  and  on  its  deck 
build  a  shield  like  that  of  any  of  our  ironclads,  and  also  have  a  false 
smokesta<?k,  all  of  refuse  lumber;  in  fact,  make  it  a  facsimile  of  one  of 
them.  Have  outriggers  on  each  side,  of  different  lengths,  with  lines 
attiiched,  12  or  15  feet  long;  with  weight  heavy  enough  to  keep  under 
short  pieces  fitstened  to  the  lines.  There  will  be  formed  a  sweep  likely 
enough  to  explode  any  sensitive  torpedoes  that  would  touch  our  bot- 
toms and  which  the  barge,  owing  to  its  light  draft,  would  fail  to  come 
in  contact  with. 

I  further  i)ro])Ose,  when  the  favorably  dark  night  presents  itself,  that 
one  of  the  small  wooden  steamers  shall  tow  this  pseudo-ironclad  down 
to  Bishop's,  or  farther,  if  you  deem  it  (;an  be  done  in  safety,  and  then 
two  boats  with  the  ebb  tide  can  keep  her  in  the  channel  till  she  reaches 
Hewlett's.  Long  lines  from  the  bow  and  stern  of  the  barge  will  enable 
them  to  do  this  and  also  keep  themselves  free  from  danger  by  hauling 
well  into  the  south  bank.  A  little  light  well  disposed  on  her  and  a 
few  whispered  (just  loud  enough  for  the  enemy's  pickets  to  hear  on  the 
north  bank)  orders  and  soundings  given,  may  deceive  the  Yankees,  and 
if  they  have  any  electrical  torpedoes  they  will  surely  explode  them  and 
blow  her  to  ])ieces.  And  if  she  passes  in  safety  she  can  be  brought 
[back  J  on  the  flood  in  the  same  manner  and  before  daylight.    The  nights 
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of  the  next  ten  days  would  be  the  most  fovorable  on  account  of  the 
tides. 

It  would  be  superfluoos  for  me  to  add  that  I  am  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  to  make  such  an  attempt.    I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  return 
from  Howlett's  would  give  us  another  chance  at  deceiving  them. 
Very  respectftilly, 

A.  D.  Wharton, 
First  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding^  etc 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell.  C.  8.  ^avy^  to  General  Lee.  0.  8,  Army, 
responding  to  a  request  for  the  cooperation  of  the  naval  oatteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  8quadronj  November  17 j  1864, 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours*  of 
the  14th  resi)ecting  the  return  by  Battery  Wood,  etc.,  of  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  uxK)n  camps  in  its  rear. 

The  naval  batteries  have  been  detached  from  my  command,  but  I 
shall  take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  your  wishes  to  Lieutenant 
William  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  G.  S.,  who  has  been  assigned  to 
their  command. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  resx>ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Biver  8qv4idron. 
General  B.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  Northern  Virginia^  Headquarters. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Belly  C.  8.  Navy, 
to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Nansemond. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  8quadronj  November  17,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  forthwith  assume  command  of  the  G.  S.  gunboat 
Nansemond  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Gommanding  G.  W.  Hays, 
who  has  been  sent  to  the  naval  hospital  sick,  and  as  soon  as  you  may  be 
relieved  in  the  command  of  the  Nansemond  you  will  resume  your  duties 
on  board  of  the  Fredericksburg. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig- Officer  James  Biver  8qu4idron. 

Second  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Bell,  Provisional  Navy  G.  S., 

C.  8.  Ironclad  Fredericksburgj  James  Biver  8qua4ron. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Foreman,  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Torpedo,  and  pre- 
pare that  vessel  for  effective  service. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Biver  8quadron,  November  18, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  forthwith  repair  on  board  and  assume  the  temporary 
command  of  the  G.  S.  8.  Torpedo. 

*Notfomi4, 
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EncloHed  i8  a  copy  of  an  inventory  of  articles  on  board,  ftimislied  by 
Master  P.  W.  Smith,  wliich  you  will  please  compare,  and,  if  foaud  correct, 
will  enter  at  once  on  the  \og  book  of  the  vessel,  which  yea  will  be  partic- 
ular in  Ke<*ing  properly  kept. 

You  will  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  vessel  and  report  to  me 
her  condition  for  8ervi<;e  as  a  picket  boat,  what  repairs  may  be 
rerpiired,  and  all  deficiencies  in  equipments,  especially  in  the  ordnance 
department. 

She  will,  for  the  present,  be  armed  with  a  13pounder  boat  howitzer 
forward,  and  you  will  submit  to  me  an  estimate  of  the  complement  of 
officers  necessary  to  man  her  efficiently,  in  addition  to  the  officers  and 
men  now  on  board,  whose  present  organization  will  be  preserved. 

You  will  proceed  at  once  to  prepare  the  Torpedo  for  effective  service 
against  the  enemy,  and  make  out  requisitions  to  supply  all  needful 
articles. 

The  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crew  now  on  board  will  remain  with 
the  paymaster  who  has  them;  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
may  he  assigned  to  her  from  the  squadron  will  remain  with  the  vessels  to 
which  they  may  be  attached. 

I  am,  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchsll, 
Floff  Officer  Jamen  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  IVKY  Foreman,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 


Jitter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  C.  *V.  Narif,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  oj 
Order H  and  hetail,  re(farding  the  fitting  of  a  boat  howitzer  on  the 
C.  H.  S.  TorpediK 

FLAdsiiip  Virginia, 
James  Rirer  Squadron^  November  18,  1804. 
8iu:  In  obodien(;e  to  your  instructions  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have 
receivo<l  for  use,  temporarily,  in  the  scjuadron  the  C.  8.  S.  Torpedo^  with 
her  officers  and  men,  a  list  of  whom  is  herewith  annexed. 

She  has  a  boat  howitzer  mounted  on  a  field  carriage;  it  requires  to 
be  proi)erly  fitted,  for  which  ])urpose  she  will  have  to  be  sent  to  Rich- 
mond to  report  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  and  to 
arrange  her  armament  in  such  manner  as  the  Navy  Department  deem 
])roper,  and  to  receive  on  board  her  ammunition. 

I  have  assigned  Lieutenant  Walter  K.  Butt  to  the  tern i>orary  com- 
mand of  the  Hampton  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  8.  Maury  at  the  hospital  sick,  and  Lieutenant  I.  Foreman  to  the 
connnand  of  the  Torpedo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respei^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  f fames  River  Squadron, 

Captain  S.  8.  Lke,  C.  8.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  (J.  S,  Nary  Oept.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchelly  C.  8.  Navy,  to  a  board  of  officers,  for 
a  reconnoissance  in  Cox^s  Ferry  Reach  and  vicinity^  to  observe  obstruc- 
tions and  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadronj  November  19, 1864. 

(iENTLEMEN  :  Be  pleased  to  visit  Hewlett's  to-morrow,  if  the  weather 
be  suitable,  and  make  a  careful  reconuoissance  of  the  eouditiou  of 
artairs  in  and  contiguous  to  [Cox's]  Ferry  Reach,  noting  particularly 
the  present  appearance  nnd  condition  of  the  obstructions  placed  in  it 
by  the  enemy,  and  so  far  iis  yon  can  ascertain  Arom  observation  and 
enquiry,  the  number  and  strength  of  his  batteries. 

The  commandant  of  Battery  Dantzler,  Major  ^mith,  will  probably  be 
able  t()  inform  you  whether  the  enemy  has  been  working  at  or  doing 
anything  to  the  obstructions  recently;  whether  he  keeps  a  picket  force 
of  barges  or  steamers  employed  at  night,  and  the  strength  of  his  picket 
force  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  how  high  up  it  is  kept;  also, 
whether  his  monitors  visit  the  reach  now  or  have  done  so  for  several 
weeks  past. 

In  short,  you  will  please  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  in  rela- 
tion to  the  enemy  and  his  operations  in  that  vicinity,  and  report  to  me 
on  your  return  in  writing  either  jointly  or  separately. 

In  your  reconuoissance  you  can  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  pilots, 
whom  you  may  select.  Your  party  will  return  by  7  or  8  o'clock  p.  m., 
if  not  sooner. 

Should  you  deem  it  advisable,  however,  one  of  you  may  remain  at 
Howlett's  during  the  night  for  the  purpose  of  making  observations. 

Endeavor  to  time  your  vist,  if  practicable,  so  as  to  be  at  Howlett's  at 
low  tide. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Alexander. 
First  Lieutenant  A.  Barbot. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Murdaugh. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Pinhney,  0.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  C.  8.  Navy, 
to  prepare  barge  and.  crew  for  immediate  service. 

Naval  Commandant's  Office, 

Wilmington^  November  20, 1864. 
Sir:  Launch  the  twenty-oared  barge,  which  is  hauled  up  in  the  navy 
yard,  and  carry  her  alongside  of  the  Tallahassee, 

Select  a  crew  from  your  vessel  of  18  men,  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
for  immediate  Service  in  the  barge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  PiNKNEY, 

Flag-Offi^cer,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  George  W.  Gift,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S. 
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[TeleKnun.] 

[NOYBMBBB  20,  1864.] 
There  is  a  large  Yankee  Hteamer  on  fire  and  standing  in  to  the  sbore 
in  the  direction  of  Lockwood's  Folly. 

GOLONBL    HBDBICK. 

Captain  IIahdeman, 

Smithvillc, 


Letter  from  Major- General  Whitingy  C.  8.  Armtfj  to  Flag- Officer  Pinkney, 
(7.  S.  Navf/y  urging  readiness  for  cooperation  against  reported  more- 
ments  of  the  enemy. 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
Wilmington,  November  20 j  1864. 
Flao-Officer  :  I  have  received  information  from  my  picket  line  that 
the  enemy'H  troops  sailed  from  Beaufort  two  days  ago,  the  dispatch  being 
dated  the  19th  instant.    If  this  is  reliable  and  the  movement  is  intended 
for  this  place,  they  may  be  off*  here  now,  and  prevented  by  the  state  of 
the  weather  yesterday  and  to  day  from  making  the  necessary  observa- 
tions for  landing.     If  the  weather  had  been  clear  for  the  past  fifty  six 
hours  and  it  be  true  that  their  troops  have  sailed,  I  should  conclude  that, 
as  they  have  not  appeared,  the  movement  is  intended  elsewhere.    Be 
that  as  it  may,  a  short  time  will  suflice  to  decide  the  point,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  I  beg  that  you  will  hold  your  force  ready  to  cooperate  in  tho 
defense  as  far  as  possible.    I  shall  have  to  ask  your  aid,  should  it  be  nee 
essary  to  i)lace  the  rope  and  other  obstructions  on  the  Rip.     I  will  keep 
you  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- General, 
Flag OflQcer  Pinkney, 

Commandiuii  C.  S.  Naval  Forvcn^  in  North  Carolina ,  Prenent, 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  RooU*s^  C,  S, 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  fire  r^essel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  ]\iver  iSqnadron,  November  ^i,  7.sv;i. 
Sir:  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  middle  one  of  the  three  fire 
vessels  lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chartin-s 
HlulV,  and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  pracrticable  with 
the  means  available  in  the  scjuadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to 
the  navy  yard  for  t  he  purpose  of  calking  surh  j)arts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position,  and  being  refitted  as  a  lire  vessel. 

You  can  call  upon  the  gunboats  for  such  assistance  as  they  can  ren 
dcr  in  furnishing  calkers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Commander  Tiios.  11.  Uootks,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C  IS,  Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  G.  S.Navy^  to  Lieutenant  8hepperdj  0.  & 
Navy  J  to  assume  charge  of  two  fire  vessels. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  J21, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  two  upper  fire  vessels  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  one  lying  aground  above  and  the  other  below 
the  pontoon  bridge  atChaffin's  J31uff,  and  have  their  bottoms  and  sides 
calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the  means  available  in  the  squadron, 
preparatory  to  their  being  sent  to  the  navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calk- 
ing such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached  in  their  present  positions  and 
being  refitted  as  fire  vessels. 

You  can  call  upon  any  of  the  gunboats  for  such  assistance  as  they 
can  render  in  furnishing  calkers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^cer  James  River  Squadron, 

Lieut.  Commanding  F.  B.  Shepperd,  Provisional  !N'avy  C  S., 

Commanding  0.  8.  Ironclad  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Wharton  j  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  charge  of  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  November  21, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  lower  one  of  the  fire  vessels 
lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chaffin's  Bluff 
and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the 
means  available  in  the  squadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to  the 
navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calking  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position  and  being  refitted  as  a  fire  vessel. 

Any  assistance  you  may  require  from  other  vessels  of  the  squadron 
will  be  rendered  on  your  application,  if  in  their  power  to  render  it. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig-OffifCer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 

Commanding  C.  8.  Ironclad  Richmond. 


Orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Maffittj  C.  S.  Navy, 
appointed  to  command  the  blockade  runner  Owl. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  25, 1864. 
Sir:  In  addition  to  the  orders  heretofore  given  on  the  14th  and  19th 
of  September  last  with  reference  to  the  command  of  the  Owl,  the  fol- 
lowing orders  will  also  be  observed: 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  station  your  crew  for  the  different  boats 
of  the  steamer,  having  placed  in  them  water  and  provisions,  and  also 
nautical  instruments.     When  capture,  in  your  judgment;  becomes  inev* 
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[Telej^nun.] 

[NOVEMBKB  20,  1864.] 
Tbere  is  a  large  Yankee  Hteamer  on  fire  and  standing  in  to  the  shore 
in  the  direction  of  Lockwood's  Folly. 

OOLONBL   HBDBIOK. 

Captain  Hakdeman, 

SmithvilU. 


Letter  from  Major- General  Whiting^  C.  8.  Armyy  to  FUig- Officer  Pinkney^ 
C.  S.  Navy,  urging  readiness  for  cooperation  against  reported  move- 
ments of  the  enemy, 

Headquabtbbs, 
Wilmington,  November  20j  1864. 
Flao-Officer  :  I  have  received  information  from  my  picket  line  that 
the  enemy's  troops  sailed  from  Beaufort  two  days  ago,  the  dispatch  being 
dated  the  19th  instant.  If  this  is  reliable  and  the  movement  is  intende<i 
for  this  place,  they  may  be  off  here  now,  and  prevented  by  the  state  of 
the  weather  yesterday  and  to  day  from  making  the  necessary  observa- 
tions for  landing.  If  the  weather  had  been  clear  for  the  past  fifty  six 
hours  and  it  be  true  that  their  troops  have  sailed,  1  should  conclude  that, 
as  they  have  not  appeared,  the  movement  is  intended  elsewhere.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  a  short  time  will  sufiice  to  decide  the  point,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  I  beg  that  you  will  hold  your  force  ready  to  cooi>erate  in  the 
defense  as  far  as  possible.  I  shall  have  U)  ask  your  aid,  should  it  be  nec- 
essary to  place  the  rope  and  other  obstructions  on  the  Kip.  I  will  keep 
you  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- General, 
Flag-Officer  Pinknky, 

Commanding  C.  S,  Naral  Fornft,  in  North  Varolino,  Present, 


Order  of  FlagOfficvr  MitchcU^  C.  S,  Nary,io  Commanded'  Rootr^f,  C.  S, 
Nary,  to  assume  command  of  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Jxirer  Stjuadron^  November  21,  ISfil. 
Sir:  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  middle  one  of  the  three  fire 
vessels  lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  oj)posite  Chaftin's 
HlufV,  and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  practicable  with 
the  means  available  in  the  squadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to 
the  navy  yard  for  the  puri)Ose  of  calking  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position,  and  being  refitted  as  a  tire  vessel. 

You  can  call  upon  the  gunboats  tor  such  assistance  as  they  can  ren 
der  ill  furnishing  calkers. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  Rirer  Squadron, 

Conimander  Tiios.  W.  Kodtks,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 

C  aV.  Ironcla^l  Fredericksburg. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy ^  to  Lieutenant  Shepperdj  0.  & 
ifavyj  to  assume  charge  of  two  fire  vessels. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  J21, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  two  upper  fire  vessels  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  one  lying  aground  above  and  the  other  below 
the  pontoon  bridge  at  OhaflBn's  Bluff,  and  have  their  bottoms  and  sides 
calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the  means  available  in  the  squadron, 
preparatory  to  their  being  sent  to  the  navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calk- 
ing such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached  in  their  present  positions  and 
being  refitted  as  fire  vessels. 

You  can  call  upon  any  of  the  gunboats  for  such  assistance  as  they 
can  render  in  furnishing  calkers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^cer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Commanding  F.  B.  Shkpperd,  Provisional  !N'avy  C  S., 

Commanding  C.  8.  Ironclad  Virginia. 


Order  of  FUig-Offi^cer  Mitchell j  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Wharton^  C.  8. 
Navy  J  to  assume  charge  of  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  November  21j  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  lower  one  of  the  fire  vessels 
lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chaffin's  Bluff 
and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the 
means  available  in  the  squadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to  the 
navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calking  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position  and  being  refitted  a-s  a  fire  vessel. 

Any  assistance  you  may  require  from  other  vessels  of  the  squadron 
will  be  rendered  on  your  application,  if  in  their  power  to  render  it. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig-Offi^cer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton,  Provisional  !N'avy  O.  S., 

Commanding  C.  8.  Ironclad  Richmond. 


Orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Maffitty  C.  8.  Navy^ 
appointed  to  command  the  blockade  runner  Owl. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond^  November  ^5, 1864. 
Sir:  In  addition  to  the  orders  heretofore  given  on  the  14th  and  19th 
of  September  last  with  reference  to  the  command  of  the  Owly  the  fol- 
lowing orders  will  also  be  observed: 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  station  your  crew  for  the  different  boats 
of  the  steamer,  having  placed  in  them  water  and  provisions,  and  also 
nautical  instruments     When  capture,  in  your  judgment;  becomes  inev- 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  MitchelL  O.  8.  Kavy,  to  Major- General  PuM, 
t\  8.  Army^  regarding  the  loan  of  a  boat  for  picket  service. 

Flagship  Jambs  Biybb  Squadbon,  November  30^  1864, 

General  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor 
couimanication  of  this  date  iu  relation  to  a  boat  for  picket  service. 

It  will  afford  lue  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  General  Le^ 
and  yourself  at  all  times,  and  I  therefore  send  Passed  Midshipman 
Scott^  assistant  ordnance  officer  of  the  sqnadron,  to  confer  with  yoo  h> 
to  the  kind  of  boat  yon  want,  how  to  be  equipped,  and  whether  yo& 
desire  it  manned  and  armed. 

We  have  no  Huitable  boats  in  the  squadron  to  spare  for  any  length 
of  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  procure  sach  as  yoa  will 
probably  desire  from  the  navy  yard  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jno.  K,  Mitohbll, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army, 

Headquarters^  Chesterfield. 


List  of  officers  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  month  of  Novembery  1864» 


Rank. 


Ko. 


K« 


Lientenant,  commandinf; 

Flrnt  lieutenant  and  executivo  otHcor. 

First  liuiitemint 

Kecond  lieutonant 

Kerond  1  ieuttmant 

AuMlnf  ant  Hiirgeon 

AMHiHluiit  jjaynianU'r 

K4«(*ond  lioutenant  Marino  Conm 

MaMt«T 

PanHi-d  niidHhlpnian 

Panfli-d  luidHhlpman 

Ma«tt'r'»  mate , 

GuDuer 


E.  T.  ChaimuuL 
O.  H.  Arledea. 

A.  V.  WUtt. 
R.  A.  Camm. 
8.  8.  Gmffonr. 
W.  W.GrigJa. 
C.  Lt.  JoncM. 

.1.  D.  «.  Kobcrta. 

B.  F.  Shelly. 
A.O.  Wricht. 
W.  K.  Hafo. 
O.  I..  Jenkina. 
W.  David. 


Order  of  FUuj- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8,  Navy,  to  Lientenant  Buttj  C.  8,  Nary^ 
to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C,  8.  8.  Nansemond, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron^  December  i,  1864, 
SiB:  You  will  forthwith  repair  on  board  and  relieve  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Thomas  P.  Bell  in  the  command  of  the  G.  S.  gunboat. -^an^cmomf, 
until  Lieutenant  Commanding  Uays,  now  absent  on  account  of  sickness, 
shall  return  on  board  to  duty,  when  you  will  resign  the  command  to 
him  and  report  forthwith  to  me  for  further  orders. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  8qu<idran. 

First  Lieutenant  Walter  E.  Butt,  Provisioriiil  Navy  G.  8., 

James  River  8quadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  0.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bell,  C.  S.  Navpy 
to  resume  his  duty  on  board  the  C.  8,  8.  Fredericksburg. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8qvudron^  December  i,  1864. 
Sir  :  First  Lieutenant  Walter  li.  Butt  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  you 
in  the  command  of  the  O.  8.  gunboat  Nansemond,     When  relieved  by 
him  you  will  resume  your  duties  on  board  of  the  ironclad  Fredericksburg 
forthwith. 

I  am,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno,  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  8qvudron. 

Second  Lieutenant  Thos.  P.  Bell,  Provisional  Navy  O.  8., 

Commanding  C.  8.  Ounboat  Nansemond. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  requesting  a  skiff  for  picket  duty  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  December  1, 1864. 
Sir  :  General  E.  E.  Lee  has,  through  Major-Oeneral  George  B.  Pickett, 
applied  to  me  for  "  the  use  of  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  picketing  the 
river  from  Fort  Dantzler  down  toward  the  obstructions.'' 

I  have  informed  General  Pickett  that  I  will  send  him  one,  although 
I  have  none  to  spare  from  the  squadron  for  any  length  of  time.  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  direct  that  one  be  furnished  from  the  navy  yard 
for  the  purpose,  or  to  replace  any  that  may  be  sent  from  the  squadron. 
One  of  the  large  skiffs  built  for  the  squadron  last  summer  will  prob- 
ably answer,  and  in  most  respects  suit  better  the  particular  service  and 
locality  than  the  double  bank  whaleboats. 

Passed  Midshipman  Scott,  whom  I  sent  to  General  Pickett's  head- 
quarters last  night  to  ascertain  fully  his  wishes  on  the  subject,  returned 
without  seeing  the  general,  who  was  absent,  but  he  learned  from  an  aid 
that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  general  to  man  the  boat  from  Battery 
Dantzler  whenever  she  was  to  be  employed  on  picket  service. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig-Offi>cer  James  River  8quadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lbb,  O.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offi<ier  Mitchell,  0,  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Pickett, 
C,  8.  Army,  regarding  delivery  of  ski ff  for  picket  duty  and  the  pUicing 
of  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  December  2, 1864. 

General  :  I  have  a  boat  ready,  which  will  be  delivered  at  any  time 
you  desire  it,  and,  as  Proctor's  Creek  is  under  the  enemy's  batteries,  I 
suggest  that  the  delivery  be  made  at  Kingsland  Greek. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  MiTcriELL, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Major-General  Geo.  E.  Piokbtt,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 
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P.  S. — Yours  of  this  date,  by  the  hand  of  Oaptain  Symin^n,  bas 
)U8t  been  received.  The  torpedoes,  I  believe,  have  not  been  placed 
(from  Lienteuant  KennonM  report),  adverse  circumstauces  preventing 
at  the  )K)int  first  proposed.  Another  point  is  selected,  where,  I  hope, 
he  will  meet  with  better  8uceess. 

There  is  one  electric  battery  down,  which  Oaptain  Symington  te\k 
nio  you  are  aware  of.     It  is  the  only  one  I  know  of  below  Chattin^s  Blnfl. 
Respectfully,  etc. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchsix, 

Fla{fOJgker. 


Letter  from  FUig- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Major- General  PicketU 

G,   8.  Army,  regarding   the  delivery  of  a  skiff  and    protection   of 

torpedoeg. 

Flagship  V^iuginia, 
James  River  Squadrorij  December  4^  1864. 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  request  the  rowboat  prepared 
for  picket  service  at  Fort  Dantzler  was  sent  last  evening  to  Kingslaud 
Greek,  where  it  was  ready  for  delivery  during  the  night,  but,  not  being 
called  for,  it  was  brought  back  this  morning  for  safe-keeping  at  this 
ship.    It  will  be  held  in  readiness  for  delivery  at  any  time  asked  for. 

Since  my  last  note  to  you  on  the  subject  I  learn  that  torpedoes  have 
been  placed  in  the  river  at  Bishop's  IMuffby  Lieutenant  Kennon,  who 
has  warned  our  patrol  boats  not  to  go  below  the  landing  at  the  blaff. 
I  shall  direct  these  boats  to  be  particularly  watchful  to  cooperate  with 
your  picket  force  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  molesting  the  torpedoes, 
which  he  may  attempt,  especially  as  a  preliminary  step  to  any  move^ 
ments  he  may  undertake  up  the  river. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Mi^jor-General  Geo.  ¥j.  Pi(:k>:tt,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 


Instructions  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,,  C,  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  Wharton, 
C.  8.  Nary,  regarding  picket  and  patrol  serrice. 

FLAdSHiP  Virginia,  Sunday,  December  4,  1861. 

Tho  gunboats  Roanoke,  Nansemond,  and  Drewry  will  ])erform  patrol 
service  to  night  in  the  usual  manner,  except  that  they  will  not  go  below 
the  ravine  near  Battery  Semmes,  and  that  the  first  boat  down  will, 
before  starting  back,  await  the  arrival  of  the  next  boat,  and  so  on  suc- 
cessively, so  that  one  boat  will  always  be  at  that  end  of  the  beat.  They 
are  particularly  enjoined  to  be  vigilant  in  watching  for  and  preventing 
any  movements  ot  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity,  particularly  for  such  as 
may  show  any  purpose  to  remove  our  torpedoes. 

The  steam  torpedo  boat  will  be  placed  on  picket  duty  to-night.  She 
will  be  manned  and  armed  from  the  guard  vessel  with  2  oflicers,  I  fire- 
man or  coal  heaver,  and  4  other  good  men,  who  will  be  sent  on  board 
of  her  at  sunset.  She  will  run  independently  of  the  i)icket  and  patrol 
boats  as  to  time,  commencing  her  trips  at  (J  p.  m.  from  tlie  guard  vessel, 
and  leaving  her  every  two  hours  thereafter  during  the  night.  Great 
care  must  be  taken,  by  running  under  low  pressure  and  easy  steam,  to 
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make  do  noise,  nor  to  show  any  light  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  enemy, 
an<|  to  keep  as  close  in  to  the  south  bank  as  x)os8ible  with  safety  at  all 
times.  The  torpedo  will  be  kept  in  position  when  on  picket  service  all 
ready  for  use,  except  filling  with  powder  and  taking  off  the  safety  cap. 
At  6:30  a.  m.  she  will  return  to  the  flagship,  and  officers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  guard  vessel  will  be  sent  to  her. 

The  usual  picket  service  will  be  performed  by  a  boat  from  each  iron- 
clad except  the  one  having  the  guard  duty  for  the  day.  The  first  boat 
will  leave  the  guard  vessel  at 5:30 p.m.,  and  the  next  at  C:30,  after 
which  at  intervals  of  three  hours. 

The  guard  vessel  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  signal  all  other 
vessels  to  send  an  officer  to  take  a  copy. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadnm, 
Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton, 

Comdg.  C.  8.  8.  Richmond^  Guard  Vessel, 

James  River  Squadron. 


Jjctterfrom  Flag  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  regarding  the  preparation  of  floating 
torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  December  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  floating  torpedoes  be  prepared 
to  be  thrown  overboard  from  vessels  or  boats  that  may  be  chased  by 
the  enemy,  and  if  the  suggestion  be  deemed  worthy  of  adoption,  I  ask 
that  this  squadron  be  provided  with  a  supply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flug- Officer  James  River  8quadron, 

Commander  Jno.  M.  Brooke,  O.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  G.  8.  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Ghiefofthe  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  8econd  Assistant  Engineer  Bowman,  G.  8, 
Navy,  in  charge  of  torpedo  boats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  8qua4rony  December  5, 1864. 
Sir  ;  I  have  found  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Isaac  Bowman  in  charge 
of  the  two  torpedo  boats  recently  sent  down  for  service  in  the  squadron. 
As  his  services  will  continue  to  be  required  in  Ibis  capacity,  I  have 
directed  that  his  name  be  entered  for  subsistence  upon  the  books  of 
this  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-OffiAier  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  8.  Navy, 

C.  8.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 
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>rd€r  of  th 
commandi 
Bermuda. 


Order  of  ih^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  MaffiUj  C.  8.  Xarji^ 
commanding  blockade  r tinner  Owl^  regarding  the  return  cargo  from 
Bermuda. 


Confederate  States  of  Ambbioa, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond,  December  5j  1864. 
Sir:  In  aiitici]>atioii  of  your  being  able  to  get  out  this  morn,  aud 
foiiring  a  letter  would  not  reach  yon  in  time,  I  telegraphed  yea  today 
to  bring  as  part  of  your  return  cargo  a  portion  of  the  clothing  shipped 
to  Bermuda  to  Major  Walker,  C.  8.  agent,  by  Paymaster  Senac.  Cloth- 
ing is  much  required,  and  you  will  please,  if  practicable,  divide  the  lot 
you  bring  so  as  to  contain  full  suits  of  clothes,  blankets,  and  shoes. 
If  these  articles  have  not  arrived,  bring  in  the  lot  of  clothing  shipped 
to  Mjyor  Walker  for  Paymaster  DeBree  by  Messrs.  Girard,  Gaatherin 
&  Co.,  of  Paris,  or  a  portion  of  it.  It  is  desirable  also  that  all  articles 
for  submarine  i)urposes  should  reach  us  as  early  as  practicable,  and  yoa 
will  also  take  on  board  a  portion  of  these  articles. 

Seventeen  of  the  Floridah  men  have  been  landed  at  St.  Georges  and 
are  now  in  charge  of  Major  Walker.  You  will  take  them  on  board  and 
bring  them  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  also  Midshipman  Warren 
and  Engineer  Collier. 

Upon  your  return  you  will  ])lease  forward  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
Florida^  nien,  their  terms  of  enlistment,  etc.  Some  of  them  may  prob- 
ably be  known  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe<iient  servant, 

S.  R.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  John  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Oxcl,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


LeiUrfrom  Major- Ccneral  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Pinkney^ 
C,  S.Nary^  regarding  the  nectHHity  of  a  combined  command  of  the  works 
on  Federal  Point, 

IJeadquauters, 
Wihnington,  hecemher  5,  ItiOd. 
I  much  regret  that  1  have  to  place  before  you  the  accompanying 
report  of  Major  Venable,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  of 
circumstances*  wliich  took  ])lacc  night  before  last  on  Confederate  Point, 
seriously  implicating  certain  otlicers  and  men  belonging  to  the  naval 
detachment  at  Battery  Buchanan.  I  beg  that  you  will  refer  the  report 
to  Lieutenant  Chapman,  commanding  that  battery,  for  such  explana- 
tion as  he  may  have  to  make,  and  with  directions  to  return  the  report 
of  Major  Venable.  The  most  important  circumstances  in  this  untoward 
atfair  are  the  violation  of  forty  ninth  article  of  war,  and  the  very  excited 
state  of  feeling  brought  about  in  the  garrison  of  Confederate  Point,  so 
constantly  on  duty,  day  and  night.  But  independent  of  the  grave 
matter  of  this  report  as  individually  afl'ecting  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, I  am  convinced  that  a  divided  command  or  responsibility  can 
no  longer  be  maintained  on  Confederate  Point  with  safety  to  the  ])lace, 
which  is  the  ])aramount  consideration,  or  with  regard  to  the  best  interest 
of  both  services.     The  position  is  t^)0  important,  the  responsibility  of 

•  8eo  diary  of  Colonel  J^amb,  p.  745. 
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Colonel  Jjamb,  commanding  Fort  Fisher,  too  great,  proper  discipline  and 
subordination  too  essential^  not  to  require  that  absolute  harmony  of 
action  which  can  only  exist  in  a  single  command  and  which  has  been  so 
disturbed.  This  was  considered  in  the  first  instance,  but  I  was  in  ^eat 
hopes,  in  making  the  post  a  separate  one,  that  no  difficulty  would  obtain. 
As  a  part  of  and  auxiliary  to  the  defenses  of  Fort  Fisher,  as  long  as  the 
naval  detachment  remains  at  Battery  Buchanan,  I  must  request  you  to 
direct  the  officer  in  charge  to  report  for  duty,  through  the  colonel  com- 
manding Confederate  Point,  to  the  commanding  general.  I  regret  very 
much  that  the  customary  rules  relative  to  service  with  the  army  on 
shore  are  now  found  necessary  to  be  strictly  adherexl  to.  Except  that,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  the  garrison  of  Battery  Buchanan,  as  long  as  it  is 
detached  by  you,  is  subject  to  your  recall,  it  must  hereafter  be  consid- 
ered as  in  military  service.  As  all  action  in  the  premises  originated 
here,  I  hope  that  yon  and  I  can  arrange  this  matter  satisfactorily  and 
without  reference  to  Kichmond. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- Oener  ah 
Flag-Officer  Pinknby. 

Commanding  Confederate  Naval  Forces^  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Pickett, 
C.  S,  Army,  regarding  Confederate  obstructions  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  December  7,  1864, 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
this  date,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  are  crossing  at  Cox's  Landing 
and  laying  down  a  pontoon,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Kennon,  0.  S.  Navy,  reported  on  the  4th  instant  that  he 
had  placed  seventeen  spar  torpedoes  below  Battery  Semmes,  extending 
from  a  point  on  the  opposite  shore,  abreast  of  Bishop's  Landing,  to  a 
point  about  200  yards  below  on  the  same  side  of  the  river.  They  then 
approach  this  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  the  northern  edge  of  the  chan- 
nel. He  says  that  he  could  not  lay  them  in  the  channel,  as  the  poles 
were  not  long  enough. 

From  his  report  I  think  they  extend  about  half  across  the  river  from 
the  north  side. 

There  is  also  an  electric  torpedo  of  large  size  abreast  of  Battery 
Semmes  in  the  channel.  These  are  the  only  obstructions  I  know  below 
or  near  Battery  Semmes  of  our  own.  Your  letter  is  the  first  authentic 
intelligence  I  received  of  the  enemy's  crossing  the  river  below.  Two 
hours  ago  a  report  to  that  effect  reached  [me],  but  it  was  not  in  reliable 
sliape,  and  which  I  discredited,  as  Batteries  Semmes  and  Wood,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  were  silent. 

As  our  torpedoes  are  now  placed  our  ironclads  can  not  go  below 
Battery  Semmes.  I  was  awaiting  the  return  from  Battery  Semmes  of 
Lieutenant  Shepperd,  the  commanding  officer  of  this  vessel,  whom  I 
sent  there  for  information  on  which  I  would  be  able  to  know  what  dis- 
position to  make  of  my  forces  to  act  with  effect  against  the  enemy. 
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1  shall,  however,  at  once  move  down  and  coox>erate  to  the  best  of  oar 
ability  with  the  ironclads. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  JSquadron. 

M^or-Oeneral  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  0.  S.  Army, 

Hea^quartersj  Chesterfield. 

P.  S. — 5  p.  m. :  I  have  just  anchored  with  the  Virginia  at  Bishop^s; 
the  other  ironclads  are  following  me. 

Respectfully,  Jho.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennan^  C.  & 
Xary,  making  enquiry  regarding  aimnsage  through  the  torpedoes  in  the 
James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadro7i,  December  8,  1S6'4. 
Sir  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  let  me  know  whether  there  is  a 
passage  for  our  ironclads  or  gunboats  between  the  south  bank  and  the 
seventeen  torpedoes  recently  placed  by  you  opposite  Bishop's  Bluff! 

It  may  be  desirable  to  pass  below  that  point  should  there  be  much 
delay  in  completing  your  line  of  torpedoes  across  the  river, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  Biver  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  B.  Kbnnon,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Nat^y,  regarding  operations  in   the 

James  River. 

Flagship  V^irginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  December  <S,  lSfj4, 

Sir:  Haviiip:  been  informed  by  General  Pickett  yesterday  afternoon 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  a  force  at  or  near  Dutch  Gap  to  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  1  at  once  moved  down  with  the  ironclads  to  a  posi- 
tion opi)08ite  Battery  Semmes  and  near  the  torpedoes  lately  placed  by 
Lieutenant  Ivennon,  where  this  vessel  anchored  about  5  p.  m.,  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  taking  positions  above  in  open  order. 
Before  and  after  reaching  her  anchorage  this  vessel  was  subjected  to 
the  well  directed  lire  of  the  enemy  from  his  batteries  on  Signal  Hill. 
Some  heavy  guns  were  used,  ])robably  from  100  to  200  pounder  Par- 
rotts.  The  ship  was  struck  seven  times,  without  serious  injury;  the 
torpedo  wooden  i)rotoction  was  struck  and  slightly  damaged ;  the  cap 
or  musketry  screen  over  the  pilot  house  was  knocked  oil*  with  a  100- 
pounder  Parrott.  After  tiring  some  30  or  40  shots  this  firing  ceased 
as  night  closed  in.  It  was  rejdied  to  by  Batteries  Semmes  and  Brooke, 
Our  vessels  did  not  return  the  lire,  as  it  could  not  be  done  with  effect. 

At  7  p.  m.  1  visited  Cohmel  Pryor,  the  senior  otticer  at  the  lines 
between  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes,  from  whom  1  learned  that  the 
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enemy's  force  was  very  small,  had  crossed  in  boats  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, driving  back  our  pickets,  being  assisted  by  a  fire  from  their  rifle 
pits  on  the  north  side,  and  that  they  occupy  a  position  which  can  not 
be  attacked  to  advantage  by  our  troops.  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes, 
not  being  able  to  see  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy,  did  not  fire  upon 
him;  besides,  there  was  danger  of  hitting  our  own  pickets.  Colonel 
Pryor  apprehended  no  danger  from  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  his 
lines,  being  well  ])repared  for  any  force  he  could  well  bring  against 
him.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  ironclads  could  be  of  no  service 
in  operations  against  the  enemy  where  they  were  and  in  any  position 
which  they  could  take,  and  that  if  they  remained  there  until  daylight 
they  would  be  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  numerous  batteries  of  the 
enemy  without  being  able  to  return  it  with  effect  or  be  of  any  service 
in  cooperating  with  him.  As  this  was  my  own  opinion  also,  I  returned 
near  midnight  to  our  anchorage  below  Chaffin's  Bluff,  requesting 
Colonel  Pryor  to  notify  me  by  signal  the  moment  he  thought  the  iron- 
clads could  be  usefully  employed  in  any  way. 

The  impression  seems  to  be  that  the  present  object  of  the  enemy  is 
simply  to  obtain  a  position  on  the  south  side  to  protect  his  working 
parties  on  the  opening  of  the  canal  and  that  he  does  not  intend  to  make 
an  attack  on  Pickett's  line. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  from  General  R.  E.  Lee,  requesting  my 
cooperation,  found  me  underway  for  the  purpose. 

This  vessel  and  the  Fredericksburg  were  enabled  to  move,  with  their 
torpedo  defenses,  without  any  serious  difficulty.  Of  course  their  speed 
and  working  were  very  much  impaired,  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
neutralize  the  benefits  hoped  to  be  derived  from  their  protection.  They 
would  be  liable  to  serious  damage  from  shot  in  an  action  within  effective 
range. 

There  were  no  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hoir.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Richmond^  Va. 

P.  S. — The  Richmond^  some  time  after  dark,  out  of  signal  distance 
above  me,  fired  one  round  at  the  enemy's  battery,  a  useless  and  ill- 
advised  display. 

Respectfully,  J.  K.  M., 

Flag- Officer. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8,  Navy^  to  the  Chief  of  tlie  Office  of 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  making  suggestions  regarding  the  pUnnng 

of  torpedoes. 

FLAasHiP  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  December  8, 1864. 

SiK :  In  answer  to  the  annexed  copy  of  a  communication  received 
yesterday  from  General  Pickett  I  stated  in  substance  that  the  only 
torpedoes  in  the  liver  below  Chaffin's  Bluff'  were  the  seventeen  lately 
placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  and  one  electric  torpedo  opposite  Battery 
Semmes,  and  that  these  were  the  only  obstructions  I  knew  of  to  oppose 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  by  the  river. 

The  same  information  was  voluntarily  communicated  to  him  by  me 
on  the  4th  instant,  immediately  after  I  received  Lieutenant  Kennon's 
report. 
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I  make  this  couimuuication  for  the  parpoae  of  saggesUng  th^t  tiie 
officer  charged  with  placing  the  torpedoes  be  instracted  to  ke^^  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  land  forces,  as  well  as  navalr  adruied  of 
what  may  be  done  in  placing  torpedoes,  upon  which  so  mach  maj  depend 
in  making  his  dispositions:  also  to  suggest  that  great  care  be  tak«i  in 
placing  them  that  they  be  not  exiK>^  on  low  tides,  as  one  of  thiKti- 
lately  placed  near  Battery  Semmes,  I  am  informed  by  LifHitenant  Brad 
ford,  C.  8.  Navy,  is  visible  above  the  surface  at  sach  times. 

From  General  Pickett's  communication  yon  will  see  thskt  he  thinks 
we  have  not  '^any  time  to  lose." 

I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchkli^ 
Flag- Officer  James  Rirer  Squadron. 

Commander  Jno.  M.  Brooks,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^ 

C.  8.  Navy  Department^  Bichmondj  Va, 


Letter  from  Flag  Officer  Mitchell j  C.  8.  Xavy^  to  General  fjeCj  C.  8.  Army^ 
responding  to  a  request  for  cooperation. 

Flagship  Viboinia, 
James  River  8qua^ron^  December  <s,  1864. 
General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  afternoon  yoar  tele- 
graphic dispatch   resi>ecting  coofieration  with  the  army  aguinst  the 
enemy  below  while  I  was  underway  for  the  purpose. 

After  my  arrival  at  Bishop's  with  the  ironclads  I  found  that  they 
were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  without  being  able  to  take  a 
position  to  return  it  with  effect  or  to  cooperate  with  the  army;  indeed. 
Batteries  Semmes  and  Wood,  from  their  elevated  positions,  were  silent 
from  fear  of  endangering  our  own  troops  or  being  unable  to  see  the 
eneiny'8  forces  that  had  crossed  over. 

After  (lark  1  conferred  with  Colonel  Pryor,  the  senior  officer  at  that 
point,  wlio  was  of  opinion  that  we  could  not  at  present  be  of  any  serv- 
ice and  that  remaining  there  during  the  day  would  only  expose  us  use- 
lessly to  the  (ire  of  the  enemy.  Entertaining  the  same  views,  I  returned 
during  the  night  to  our  anchorage  below  Chaffin's  Bluff,  requesting 
Colonel  Pryor  to  let  nie  know  whenever  in  his  opinion  I  could  cooperate 
with  him  to  advantage,  and  that  I  would  promptly  do  so. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  MiTcnELL, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 
(leneral  K.  K.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Korthern  Virginia^  Headquarters. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  0.  8.  Navy^  to  Master  Shippey^  C.  8.  Nary, 
commanding  (L  8.  8.  Roanolccj  to  proceed  to  Richmond  for  repairs  to 
that  vesHcL 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Uiver  Squadron,  December  <S,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Richmond  and  report  to  Commander  R.  G.  Robb, 
conirnandant  navy  yard,  Rocketts,  for  such  repairs  as  are  called  for  in 
the  report  of  the  board  of  survey,  dated  November  13,  1864,  a  dupli- 
cate of  which  was  forwarded  to  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  and 
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for  such  others  as  are  absolutely  necessary  and  which  may  be  duly 
authorized. 

While  absent  from  the  squadron  General  Order  l^o.  20,  must  be 
enforced  strictly. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  at  the  navy  yard,  Eocketts,  to  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail,  transmitting  to  it  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  these 
instructions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Master  W.  F.  Shippey,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding  Ounboat  Roanoke. 

P.  S.— 4  o'clock  p.  m. :  The  Torpedo^  I  have  just  learned,  is  at  Eocketts, 
temporarily  disabled  from  an  accident  to  her  machinery.    If  required, 
you  will  take  her  place  as  the  mail  boat  until  relieved  by  the  Shrapnel 
to-morrow  morning. 
Report  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Parker  for  orders. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  FUtg-Oj^Hcer  Mitchellj  C.  8.  Navy^  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail^  requesting  additional  offi,cers  and  men  for  his  com- 
mand. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  December  dy  1864. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  made  some  days  since 
that  50  or  00  men,  with  about  12  officers,  be  attached  to  this  command 
in  addition  to  the  regular  crew  of  the  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  perform- 
ing the  picket  service  and  manning  torpedo  rowboats  that  may  be  pre- 
pared in  addition  to.  those  belonging  to  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

These  officers  and  men  could  be  quartered  on  board  of  the  lighters 
belonging  to  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond^  for  which  the  former  is  now 
fitted. 

For  the  want  of  sufficient  men  to  man  the  squadron  the  system  of 
borrowing  and  [lending]  between  the  ironclads  and  gunboats  has  to  be 
continued  to  meet  the  varied  emergencies  of  calls  for  gunboats  and 
ironclads.  While  this  continues  neither  class  of  vessels  can  be  kept  in 
that  efficient  condition  in  which  I  desire  to  have  them  and  which  the 
occasion  requires. 

Although  I  feel  assured  that  the  Department  is  embarrassed  for  the 
want  of  men,  I  at  the  same  time  trust  that  it  will  not  deem  me  impor- 
tunate by  occasionally  reminding  it  of  our  wants,  so  that  it  may,  when 
practicable,  exercise  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  James  Kiver 
Squadron  should  the  general  demand  of  the  Navy  admit  of  it. 

1  suggest  that  the  whale  rowboats  at  the  navy  yard,  held  in  reserve, 
be  fitted  with  torpedo  arrangements  on  the  plan  suggested  by  Com- 
mander Brooke,  and  which  I  have  adopted  for  a  boat  of  the  same  kind 
belonging  to  this  vessel. 

The  whole  apparatus  is  simple  and  need  not  interfere  with  the  use  of 
boats  for  any  other  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Details 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Shepperd^  C  8.  Havy^  commanding  C.  &  8.  Virffinin. 
regarding  the  operations  of  that  vessel  in  view  oj  the  reported  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  across  the  river  near  Dutch  Gap. 

C.  8.  S.  YlUGTSlA^ 
James  River^  December  P,  lHf>4, 

SiB:  J  have  tbe  honor  to  report  the  operatioun  of  this  ship  on 
Wednesday,  7th  instant,  on  the  occasion  of  the  rejiort  that  tbe  enemy 
had  crossed  from  tlie  north  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  viciu 
ityofCox'HMill. 

Being  absent  myself  on  areconnoissance  to  determine  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  the  lines  opixosite  Dutch  Gap,  Lieutenant  Alexander  wa^^  left 
in  char<;e  of  the  ship.  1  did  not  return  until  after  she  had  anchored 
abreast  Battery  Semmes. 

Lieutenant  A.  reports  that  the  ship  got  underway  at  3:  45  p.  m.  aod 
anchored  abreast  Battery  Bemmes  at  5: 15  p.  m. 

While  passing  down  Graveyard  Reach  the  enemy's  battery  at  Signal 
Hill  opened  ui>on  her.  The  first  shot  fired  struck  the  port  curtain  amid 
ship  and  the  shield  above  the  water  line. 

The  third  shot  (100  iwunder  Parrott)  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot  house, 
pressing  in  the  iron  about  an  inch.  After  the  ship  came  to  and  swung 
to  the  ebb  tide  another  100-pounder  bolt  struck  the  starboard  knuckle 
about  amidships  and  a  foot  below  the  water  line,  shaking  the  ship  fore 
and  aflt,  and  thereby  breaking  many  bottles  of  medicine  in  the  dispen- 
sary.   No  other  damage  was  done. 

Batteries  Brooke  and  Semmes  kept  uji  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy-s 
battery,  ceasing  at  dark. 

Tlie  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  followed  this  ship  down  and 
anchored  in  line  ahead  in  Graveyard  Reach. 

At  10:. '50  p.  in.  the  three  got  underway  and  took  up  their  old  posi 
tions  below  Chaflin's  Bluff  and  above  the  booms. 
\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  Shepperd, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

B'lag-Oflicer  John  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron^  C.  S.  S,  Virginia, 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  S,  Navy^  to  the  Chief  of  the  Signal 
Corps  J  C,  tS,  Army  J  acknowledging  a^sisUince  rendered. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  December  i5, 1861. 
Major:  F  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
muiiieation  of  the  12th  instant,  and  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  your 
courtesy  in  enclosin<^  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Read's  letter  of  the  11th, 
which  I  have  ri^ad  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.     Permit  me  also 
to  thank  yon,  in  the  name  of  the  Navy,  for  the  very  valuable  assistance 
ati'orded  to  Lieutenant  Head,  and  believe  me, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fl/xg- Officer  James  River  iSquadron. 

Major  J.  F.  Milligan,  0.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  iSignal  Corps,  Petersburg^  Va, 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell j  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commandant^  navy 
yardj  BockettSj  regarding  afire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron^  December  16y  1864. 
Sir:  I  send  up  another  fire  vessel  this  afternoon  in  tow  of  the  Shrap- 
nely  being  the  second. 

She  has  recently  been  used  as  temporary  accommodations  for  the  men 
employed  in  raising  the  Gallego,  but  owing  to  some  mismanagement 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  while  placed  in  a  position  by  Mr.  Nel- 
son to  assist  in  raising  the  OallegOj  her  house  was  crushed  in  and  is 
now  a  mass  of  ruins.  She  is  very  rotten  and  unfit  for  any  service  but 
a«  a  fire  vessel,  for  which  she  may  still  be  used  if  made  tight  enough. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  fragments  of  her  house  be  saved  and  kept  on 
board,  to  be  burned  with  her  when  used  as  a  fire  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  R.  G.  Kobb,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  RockMts. 


Letter  from  Fla^f-Offi^cer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Parker, 
G.  8.  Navy,  responding  to  a  request  for  the  services  of  a  pilot. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  December  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  yesterday's  date,  asking  for  the  services  of  a  pilot 
temporarily,  has  just  been  received. 

Messrs.  Moore  and  Parrish  are  absent  from  the  squadron  on  account 
of  sickness,  having  been  sent  to  the  hospital. 

We  are  short  of  pilots,  and,  as  we  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  sud- 
denly to  make  a  movement  down  the  river  at  night,  I  am  unwilling  to 
let  them  leave  the  squadron,  except  during  the  day.  Mr.  Wood,  a 
pilot  of  high  reputation,  says  that  the  tide  will  serve  for  the  Patrick 
Henry  at  9  a.  m.  on  Monday,  which  will  be  time  enough  to  break 
ground. 

I  will  send  up  in  time  on  Monday  morning,  if  not  the  evening  pre- 
vious, any  one  of  the  pilots  you  may  select. 

They  are  Messrs.  Wood,  Wright,  Williams,  and  Barnes,  of  the  first 
class. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
FUig-Offi^cer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Parker,  O.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  School  Ship  Patrick  Henry ^  near  Rocketts,  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  18, 1864. 
A  very  large  fleet,  very  formidable,  under  Porter,  with  very  large 
land  force,  30,000,  under  Butler,  left  Portress  Monroe  on  Friday  to 
attack  Wilmington.    The  advance  squadron  is  already  at  Beaufort. 

W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Major- General. 
Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh,  [N.  0.] 
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[Tetegnun.] 

WiuaNOTON,  December  18, 1864. 
The  fleet  left  Old  Point  Friday  for  Wilmington,  Wahaeh  and  Colo- 
rado  in  advance,  painted  white,  with  Ck>nfederate  flag.  Troops  con- 
cealed under  deck.  Two  doable-enders,  11  ironclads,  5  torpedo  raisers, 
12  mortar  boats,  the  remainder  transports,  there  being  85  in  all,  and 
all  steamers.  The  land  forces  to  consist  of  20,000  men  under  Bntler, 
the  naval  forces  nnder  Admirals  Lee  and  Porter;  10,000  land  forces 
left  Fortress  Monroe  at  same  time  for  New  Berne. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  Oeneral 
Brigadier-General  H^nEBT, 

SmitkviUey  [N.  C] 


[Telegnun.] 


BiOHMOND,  [December]  19,  [1864]. 
(Received  at  Mobile,  December  24.) 
Congratulate  yon  on  yonr  safe  arrival.    When  ready  to  come  on, 
regard  this  as  an  order  to  rei>ort  to  Department. 

S.  B.  MiXLOBY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  R.  Sbmbies,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flaq- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Alexander, 
C.  8.  Navy. 

FLACfSHIP   VlBGINIA, 
James  River  Squadron,  December  19,  18G4. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  detached  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Alexander 
from  this  vessel  and  ordered  him  to  the  command  of  the  gunboat  Beau- 
fort, which  r  recjuest  may  be  confirmed  by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  G.  8.  Navy  Dept,  Richmond^  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  20,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
The  head  of  the  enemy's  fleet  arrived  oflf  this  point  last  night.     Over 
thirty  steamers  are  now  assembling  and  more  are  following. 

B.  Bbaqg. 
Colonel  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond,  Va. 

[Copies  sent  to  the   President,  Secretary  of  War,  and   Ac^utant- 
GeueraL] 
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Proclamation  of  the  Oovernor  of  North  Carolina^  calling  all  citizens  to  , 
military  duty  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington. 

Whereas  the  long-expected  attack  upon  our  only  remaiDing  seaport 
is  now  about  to  be  made,  and  oar  State  is  also  likely  to  be  invaded  at 
other  points  by  an  enemy  to  whom  mercy  and  civilization  are  alike 
anknown  and  unregarded;  and 

Whereas  all  the  organized  forces  of  the  State  already  ordered  to  the 
front  may  still  be  insufficient  to  roll  back  the  tide  which  threatens  us 
with  worse  than  death,  and  to  drive  from  our  doors  a  fate  horrible  to 
contemplate: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  governor  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  relying  upon  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  her  citizens,  do 
issue  this,  my  proclamation,  commanding  and  adjuring  all  good  peo- 
ple, whether  by  law  subject  to  military  duty  or  not,  who  may  be  able 
to  stand  behind  breastworks  and  fire  a  musket,  of  all  ages  and  condi- 
tions, to  rally  at  once  to  the  defense  of  their  country  and  hurry  to  Wil- 
mington ;  and  1  do  appeal  to  every  man  who  has  the  spirit  of  a  freeman 
in  his  bosom,  who  has  a  spark  of  fire  or  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  the  heroes 
of  the  great  army  of  the  great  captain  Jn  his  veins,  to  come  and  come 
at  once.  The  man  who  hangs  back  now  because  the  law  does  not  com- 
pel him  to  go,  and  consoles  himself  with  the  much-abused  and  mean- 
spirited  plea  that  he  can  be  more  useful  at  home,  will  find  it  hard  to 
make  us  believe  that  he  is  not  pleading  the  cause  of  cowardice  or  dis- 
loyalty. The  country  needs  their  help  now,  and  that  help  must  be 
given  in  the  hour  of  distress,  or  they  must  own  that  their  souls  are  only 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  freedom  purchased  with  other  men's  blood.  For  a 
few  days  all  men  physically  able  are  needed  at  the  front,  and  especially 
do  we  need  the  example  of  all  those  who  aforetime  panted  for  the  fray 
while  it  was  yet  at  a  distance,  and  snuffed  the  battle  while  it  was  yet 
afar  off.  Let  every  man  physically  able,  then,  hurry  with  his  blanket 
to  Wilmington,  where  arms  and  rations  will  be  furnished,  and  let  those 
left  behind  mount  themselves  and  patrol  their  counties,  looking  after 
the  women  and  children  and  jireserving  order.  Your  governor  will 
meet  you  at  the  front  and  will  share  with  you  the  worst. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State. 

Done  at  our  city  of  Raleigh  on  December  20, 1864. 

IL.  S.] 

by  the  Governor:  Zebulon  B.  Yanoe. 

M.  S.  KOBINS, 

Private  Secretary. 


Order  of  Major- General  WhitinOj  0.  8.  Army^  to  Captain  James ^  C.  8. 
Army,  to  sink  the  steamer  North  Heath  as  an  obstruction  in  New  Inlet. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  J21j  1864. 
Captain:  J  wish  you  to  take  the  disabled  blockade-running  steamer 
North  Heath  and,  removing  what  is  valuable  on  her  and  readily  taken 
out,  tow  her  to  the  New  Inlet  Rip  to  serve  as  an  obstruction.    You  will 
be  careful  to  have  an  experienced  ])ilot  to  designate  the  best  place  to 
lay  the  ship.    Great  care  should  be  taken  to  sink  her  in  such  a  x>osition 
as  to  make  the  channel  impracticable,  at  the  same  time  interfering  as 
little  as  i>ossib]e  with  the  fiow  of  the  current.    She  must  not  be  put 
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athwart  channel,  but  with  her  stern  and  stem  nearly  with  the  flow  of 
the  tide.  I  think  she  could  be  placed  just  beyond  the  Rip  so  as  to  be 
a  fixture  and  yet  thoroughly  to  block  the  entrance.  You  will  request 
the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Chapman,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan. 
I  wish  this  executed  at  once.  In  tuldition  yon  will  take  the  river  and 
log  instructions  which  are  ready  and  have  Keith  place  them  to  com- 
pletely block  the  Kip.  Examine  the  old  passage  near  Zeek's  Island; 
that  may  need  some  work.  Let  Captain  Eerrigr^n  prepare  bis  self 
acting  torpe<loes,  and  as  soon  as  the  yorth  Heath  is  placed  put  fifteen 
or  twenty  in  the  vicinity.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  interefere  with 
the  galvanic  torpedoes  laid  down  by  Lieutenant  Jones. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  Whitino, 

Major-  Oenerak 
Captain  .Fames, 

Chief  Engineer^  Wilmington, 

[First  endorftement.] 

Bespectfully  referred  to  the  general  commanding  department  for 
approval. 

The  measure  is  essential  to  the  defense  and  has  long  been  oontem- 
plated.  There  can  be  no  security  against  the  passage  of  fleets  without 
obstructions,  and  no  consideration  should  be  allow^  to  interfere  with 
the  execution  of  the  same.  The  m^jor-general  commanding  the  district 
and  charged  with  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  would  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  refer  this  measure,  but  would  execute  it  at  once,  did  it  not 
require  the  approval  of  a  department  commander.  The  means  pro- 
posed are  the  most  ready,  the  most  effectual,  and  the  most  easily  got 
rid  of  when  required. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- Oeneral, 

[Seooud  endorsemont.] 

Office  of  Naval  Constructor, 

Wilmington^  December  21^  1864. 
I  consider  the  obstructions  herein  ordered  to   be  essential   to   the 
security  of  the  river. 

K.  F.  Pinkney, 

Captaiuj  etc. 

[Third  ondonienjeut.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  December  21^  1861. 
Approved. 
By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

F.  S.  Parker, 
Major  and  Acting  Afisifitant  AdjuUtnt- General. 


Letter  from  Major  General  Whiting^  C.  S.  Army ^  to  Flag  Officer  I^inktieyj 
C.  S.  Navyj  regarding  a  vessel  for  obstructing  New  Inlet. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  23,  1864. 
Flag-Officer:  The  f^oneral  conunandin^  having  declined  to  seize 
any  British  vessel  for  obstructing  the  Kip,  can  we  have  the  Chicka- 
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mau^a  for  that  purpose,  or  the  Arctic?  I  am  not  satisfied  at  all  that 
the  Arctic  will  answer  as  an  obstruction,  but  she  should  be  used  if 
nothing  else  presents.  If  so,  will  you  have  her  sent  down  to-day  and 
properly  anchored  by  Lieutenant  Chapman.  I  greatly  regret  that  I 
can  not  have  any  of  the  blockade-running  steamers  in  a  matter  of  such 
vital  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- OeneraU 
Flag-Officer  Pinknby, 

Gomdg.  G.  8.  Naval  Forces^  North  Carolina^  Present. 


Order  of  Major- General  Whiting j  G.  8.  Army^  to  Golanel  Lamhj  G.  8. 
Army,  enjoining  a  strict  watch  upon  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Wilmington,  December  23j  1864. 
Oan  you  put  a  x)icket  or  lookout  on  the  Gondor^  or  can  you  have  a 
boat-moving  picket,  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  run  int  Am  more  afraid 
of  that  way  of  attack  than  any  other.  You  should  have  your  light 
battery  placed  before  night  for  sweeping  the  beach  from  inside  the 
breakers  toward  the  Mound.  I  send  reinforcements  to-day  and  will 
get  more  to-morrow  if  you  are  all  right  to-uigbt.  Keep  a  good  lookout. 
Depend  upon  it,  the  enemy  will  not  try  to  pass  |with]  their  fleet  except 
the  troops  are  in  front  and  lead  the  way  in  the  dark,  when  it  would  be 
easy.  • 

W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major- General. 
Golouel  Lamb, 

Fort  Fisher. 


[Tetegram.] 

Fort  Fisher, 
December  23, 1864 — 4:30  p.  m. 
A  lookout  can  not  stay  on  Gondor  at  high  tide.    I  have  no  boat  fit  to 
picket  the  bar.    The  Equator,  moving  between  Mound  and  bar,  could 
])revent  a  surprise.     Where  is  the  bread  which  was  to  be  sentf    I  have 
only  a  supply  to  31st.    Please  send  hard-tack. 

Lamb, 


Major  Hill. 


Golonel. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Fishsr,  December  28, 1864. 
The  Fry  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Ghickamauga.    She  is  entire. 
Four  miles  below  the  bar.    It  will  not  do  to  send  her  out.    Please  let 
Ward  bring  tbe  governor  and  myself  up  to  town.    Answer  at  once. 

W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Flag-Offlcer  Piw 
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[Telec^am.] 

Fort  Fisher,  December  28^  1864 — 7p,  m. 
I  will  go  over  to  Smitbville  in  Ghickamauga  and  bring"  Captain  Fry 
and  people  up  to  city.    Your  dispatch  was  misunderstood. 

W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-Ofllcer  Pinkney. 


Ijetter/rom  General  Bragg j  C.  8.  Army^  to  Flag-  Officer  Pinkney j  C\  8.  Navy^ 
requesting  cooperation  in  securing  the  cargo  and  machinery  of  the 
steamer  Agnes  Fry. 

HBADgUARTEBS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NOBTH  CAROLINA, 

Wilmington,  December  ^,9,  1864. 
Sir:  Information  has  been  received  that  the  cargo  and  machinery  of 
the  Agnes  Fry,  aground  below  Fort  Campbell,  can  be  saved,  though 
tht)  ship  must  probably  be  lost.  I  beg  to  request  that  you  will  cooperate 
with  General  llobert  with  such  means  as  may  be  at  your  disposal  in 
securing  the  valuable  property  on  board  of  this  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bbagg. 
Flag-OflScer  Pinkney, 

Wilmington. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Second  Assistant  Engin^-er 
Bowman^  C.  8,  Navy,  to  report  for  special  service. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Stjua^lron,  December  ^y;,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  offer  to  the  Department  as  a  volunteer  **  for  particular 
special  service"  is  accepted  and  you  will  report  immediately  to  the 
Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  for  orders  in  person. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Second  Asst.  Engineer  Isaac  Bowman,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  S.  S,  Torpedo,  James  River  Squadron. 

[Same  orders  given  to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  McLaren,  of 
the  gunboat  I)rewry.\ 


Order  of  Fla^  Officer  Mitchell,  0.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Shepperd,C.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Hampton. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadroji,  Ihre.mher  i^8,  1864. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  relieved  from  your  orders  to  the  Fredericksburg 
and  will,  on  the  Ist  proximo,  relieve  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury  iu  com* 
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mandof  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Hampton,  who  has  been  detac;he<l  for  other 
duty,  to  take  etf'ect  on  that  day. 

I  am,  very  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Fktg- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieut.  Commanding  F.  E.  Sheppeed,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

James  River  Squadron. 

Report  of  Major- General  Whiting ,  C,  8.  Army,  regarding  the  distance  of 
the  U.  S.  monitors  in  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher, 

Headquarters, 
Wilmingtoiiy  [N.  (7.,]  January  i,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  return  the  report  herewith  with  the  correction,  and  my 
thanks  for  indicating  the  error.     I  have  also  taken  the  occasion  to 
arrange  the  figures  J  ^  [«*<?]  to  1,500  yards  in  the  estimate  of  the  distance 
of  the  monitors  the  second  day.    This  solely  from  examination  of  the 
sketch  with  soundings,  which  showed  they  might  have  come  that  near. 
I  am  endeavoring  to  locate  the  fleet  on  the  sketch,  and  if  the  general 
desires,  will  have  a  sketch  made  to  accompany  the  report,  showing  the 
point  of  landing,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major- General. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Anderson, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Mason,  C.  8. 
Army,  requesting  a  supply  of  small  chain. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  3, 1805. 
Captain  :  I  am  desirous  of  procuring  about  1,(500  feet  of  small  chain 
to  be  used  for  our  ironclads  as  protections  from  toq)edo  boats.  All  that 
was  available  at  the  command  of  the  Navy  Department  has  been  sent 
to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  I  am  thus  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
you  to  know  if  your  Department  can  furnish  me  with  the  requisite 
quantity.  Such  chains  as  were  used  for  cabl^  of  the  vessels  recently 
sunk  on  Kingsland  Bar  will  be  the  appropriate  size.  If  you  have  any 
to  spare  and  will  let  me  have  it,  it  will  do  us  a  great  service  and  mnch 
oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell^ 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  C'has.  T.  Mason,  ('.  S.  Army, 

Drewry*s  Bluff. 


fjetter  from  Flag  Officer  Mitehrll,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  at 
Battery  Semmes^  regarding  means  for  transmission  of  information. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  4, 1865. 
~^         ^f  this  date,  communicating  information  of  the  opera- 
the  Dutch  Gap  Canal  has  been  received,  for  which 
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I  am  much  obliged  to  yoa,  and  thank  yoa  for  your  offer  to  keep  me 
advised  of  everything  that  occurs  of  any  importance. 

Our  patrol  and  steam  torpedo  picket  boats  visit  our  lower  obstruc- 
tions at  Bishop's  about  every  half  hour  during  the  night,  which  afford 
a  ready  means  for  the  transmission  promptly  of  any  communication  you 
may  have  to  make.  I  beg  that  you  will  let  the  commanding  officer  of 
General  Pickett's  line  in  your  vicinity  know  that  I  will  be  glad  if  he 
will  avail  himself  of  these  means  should  he  desire  to  commanicate  with 
the  squadron  or  Chaffiu's  Bluff  at  any  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitohbll, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  JSquadr&n. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  W.  L.  Beadfoed,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries^  Battery  SemmeM. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  G.  8.  Navy^  forwarding  correspondence 
regarding  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar,  James  River. 

Flagship  Vieginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  Janu4iry  5,  1865, 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  the  information  of  the 
Department  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Brigadier-General 
W.  H.  Stevens  and  myself  respecting  the  obstructions  in  Kingsland 
Beach,  James  Kiver,  viz : 

Brigadier-General  Stevens  to  Flag-OfBcer  Mitchell,  December  31, 
1804.* 

Flag-OfBcer  Mitchell  to  Brigadier-Oeueral  Stevens,  De<;ember  31, 
1864. 
Flag-Officer  Mitchell  to  Brigadier-Cxeneral  Stevens,  January  4,  18f)5. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flug- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Hon.  S.  K.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Enclofmref).] 

Flagship  V^ieginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  December  :il,  1804. 

General  :  F  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  (late  relative  to  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar. 

As  you  express  a  desire  for  an  early  reply,  1  will  at  once  state  what 
appears  to  be  the  most  material  point  to  be  reached,  that  1  think  it 
advisable  to  retain  the  obstructions. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  communication  this  morning  I  sent  on 
board  of  the  steamer  Allison,  when  she  passed  down  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  three  of  our  pilots,  with  instructions  to  note  carefully  the  posi- 
tion of  the  sunken  vessels  and  observe  the  current.  Pilot  Wood,  in 
whom  I  have  great  confidence,  reports  that  hulk  No.  2,  south  of  the 
buoy  or  channel,  has  slewed  round  so  as  to  lie  up  and  down  the  stream ; 
that  No.  4  has  drifted  about  50  yards  down,  and  that  the  current  was 
running  through  the  channel  gap  at  the  rate  of  about  5  knots  and  set- 
ting nearly  directly  through.    No  diflSculty  was  experienced  in  the  pas- 

*  Not  foaud. 
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sage  of  tbe  Allison^  and  he  expresses  his  willin guess  to  undertake  to 
run  tbe  ironclads  through  whenever  an  occasion  shall  arise  for  their 
operations  below. 

This  desirable  change  in  the  set  of  the  current  through  the  passage 
or  gap  is  perhaps  due  to  the  change  in  the  positions  of  hulks  Kos.  2 
and  4,  by  which  the  water  escapes  more  freely  south  of  the  channel, 
thereby  lessening  the  force  of  the  current  and  its  deflection  diagonally 
over  to  the  north  shore  across  the  gap. 
I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  reply  more  fully  to  your  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Stbvbns,  C.  S.  Army,  • 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia, 
Care  of  Capt  Chas.  T.  Mason^  C.  8.  Engineer  Corps,  Brewryh  Bluff, 


Flagship  Yibginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  near  Chaffin's  Bluff,  January  i,  1865. 

General  :  On  the  31st  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  partially  to 
your  communication  of  the  same  date,  in  which  I  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  is  desirable  to  retain  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar.  1  also 
gave  the  result  of  the  observations  of  three  of  our  pilots  on  that  day 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  channel  and  the  change  in  the  positions  of 
two  of  the  sunken  hulks. 

Having  done  me  the  honor  to  invite  me  to  make  any  suggestions  I 
can  give  on  the  subject,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  views : 

As  the  set  now  of  the  current  through  the  channel  gap  appears,  from 
the  report  of  the  pilots,  so  nearly  direct  as  to  relieve  them  of  any  seri- 
ous apprehensions  in  passing  with  Our  ironclads,  the  current  is  to  be 
regarded  more  with  reference  to  its  velocity  so  far  as  it  may  operate 
against  the  return  of  our  vessels  above  the  obstructions  after  they  may 
have  passed  below  them.  It  has  been  in  the  two  recent  freshets  so 
strong  as  to  render  it  advisable  for  several  nights  not  to  send  some  of 
our  gunboats  below  on  patrol  service  for  fear  they  would  not  be  able 
to  stem  it  on  their  return  through  the  channel  gap.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  desirable  to  avoid  doing  anything  that  would  augment  the  current, 
if,  indeed,  we  can  not  do  anything  to  diminish  it. 

The  bed  of  the  river  from  the  channel  over  to  the  south  shore  is 
rocky  and  so  shallow  and  uneven  as,  at  high  tide  at  the  ordinary  stages 
of  the  river,  to  be  impracticable  for  any  of  the  enemy's  formidable 
ironclads,  and  if  during  heavy  freshets  there  should  be  a  sufdcient 
depth  of  water  for  them,  they  would  be  unable,  in  all  probability,  to 
stem  the  strong  current  that  would  be  running  down.  Hence  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  unnecessary  to  place  obstructions  in  that  part  of  the  river, 
for  the  reason  that  the  current  through  the  channel  gap  is  tliereby 
augmented  and  consequently  restricts  our  own  vessels  in  the  use  of  it, 
in  proportion  to  its  velocity. 

As  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances to  remove  those  hulks  already  sunk  south  of  the  channel, 
it  is  not  ])roposed  to  make  the  attempt.    I  would,  however,  suggest  that 
no  more  be  placed  there,  but  that  the  obstructions  on  the  north  side  in 
be  made  as  compact  and  as  strong  as  practicable. 
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The  euemy,  with  his  large  naval  establishment  and  aniimited  treos^ 
portaHon,  lias,  in  all  his  expe<litions  against  U8,  appeared  in  such  over 
whelming  force  as  to  render  a  successful  resistance  on  the  partofoor^ 
utterly  out  of  the  (luestion,  as  witness  his  operations  on  the  Mississippi 
from  New  Orleans  up,  and  more  recently  at  Mobile.     Would  he  be 
likely  to  do  less  on  the  James  in  any  naval  enterprise  he  undertaken 
against  usf    Surely  not,  and  we  can  never  hope  to  encounter  him  on 
anything  like  equal  terms,  except  from  accident.       It  behooves  jls 
therefore,  to  bring  to  our  aid  all  the  means  in  onr  power  to  oppose  his 
monitors  in  any  advance  they  may  attem[)t  up  the   river.     The  most 
reliable  must  be  permanent  obstructions  of  the  character  of  those  it 
Drewry's  Blutt',  and  on  Kingsland  Bar,  covered,  of  conrse,  by  heavy 
land  batteries,  with  the  adjunct  of  torpedoes  in  every  poHHible  way  in 
which  they  can  be  made  effective.    Our  own  ironclads  will  be  expected 
to  take  a  part,  not  on4y  in  opposing  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  ht^ld 
in  readiness  to  move  and  act  in  any  direction  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers  to  strike  a  blow. 

The  obstructions  of  spars  and  torpedoes  at  Bishop's  limit  the  opera- 
tions of  our  vessels  below  to  that  point;  above  it,  except  in  ft'esbet^, 
our  ironclads  may  operate  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  (Tossing  by  means 
of  pontoons  and  boats,  exposed,  however,  to  the  Are  of  his  land  bat^ 
teries,  to  the  hazard  of  submerged  torpedoes  and  small  torpedo  boats, 
which  he  will  be  able  to  place  in  the  river  whenever  it  may  suit  his 
purposes  or  plans. 

These  are  considerations  which  must  render,  in  a  degree,  the  effect- 
ive cooperation  of  our  naval  force  unreliable  where  the  enemy  holds, 
as  he  now  does,  the  north  bank  of  the  river  below  Chaffiu's  Bluff,  to 
which  must  be  added  the  ordinary  difficulties  of  navigation  in  thick, 
dark  weather. 

The  fact  must  not  be  overlookefl  that  whatever  we  may  be  able 
to  do  to  oppose  the  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  river,  he  also  will 
be  able  to  do  to  oppose  ours  whenever  he  holds  one  bank;  that  with 
his  immense  resources  he  will  certainly  not  be  found  behind  us  in  his 
appliances,  and  that  having  the  same  or  ecjual  <)pp(»rtunitie8,  with  his 
superior  means  and  invariable  practice,  we  will  always  have  to  con- 
tend with  a  superior  force;  therefore  my  professional  pride  must  ^neld 
to  my  professional  Jndgnient,  by  saying  that  onr  naval  for<»e  alone  is 
inadequate  to  oppose  successfully  that  which  the  enemy  will,  in  all 
probability,  bring  against  us. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  obstructions  in  the  (thannel  (or  on  the  bar)  of  Kingsland 
Beach  should  be  retained,  keeping  a  passage  through  them  for  our 
ironclads,  but  ready  to  be  closed  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  expe 
dient  to  do  so. 

As  your  communication  contains  views  and  wishes  of  General  R.  E. 
Lee  on  the  subject,  1  beg  that  you  will  communicate  to  him  such  por- 
tions of  my  reply  as  you  may  think  will  interest  or  be  acceptable  to 
him. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flng- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Viryiyiia^  near  Dreicrtfs  Bluff. 
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Ifistructions  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rootett, 

C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  duties  of  vessels  in  connection  with  the  raising  of 

the  schooner  Oallego. 

Flagship  Yibginia,  January  5, 1865. 

Sir:  I  visit  KichmoDd  to-morrow  on  duty  with  the  Department,  and 
go  up  in  the  Torpedo. 

The  guard  vessel,  the  Richmond^  will  commence  to-morrow  to  take 
up  her  regular  position  above  our  booms  at  8  a.  m.,  where  she  will 
remain  until  next  morning  and  will  proceed  by  7  a.  m.  to  relieve  the 
Fredericksburg  at  the  pontoon  bridge  and  take  charge  of  the  duties 
connected  with  the  Oallego, 

The  Fredericksburg  will  proceed  up  the  river  early  tomorrow  and 
anchor  just  below  the  pontoon  bridge  by  7  a.  m.  She  will  furnish  all 
the  men  and  assistance  required  for  the  Oallego  dxkvmg  the  next  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the  Richmond  when  she  comes  off 
guard. 

The  Virginia  will  have  the  guard  on  Saturday,  the  7th,  and  will,  on 
Sunday,  the  8th,  relieve  the  Richmond  at  the  pontoon  bridge  and  attend 
upon  the  Oallego. 

By  this  arrangement  all  the  assistance  required  from  the  squadron 
will  be  furnished  from  one  ironclad  detailed  and  placed  in  a  convenient 
XK)sition  for  the  express  purpose. 

The  Drewry  is  detailed  to  attend  upon  the  Oallego. 

During  my  absence  please  see  that  this  arrangement  is  carried  out. 

The  patrol  vessels  and  picket  boats,  instead  of  leaving  at  the  hour 
of  5 :  30  p.  m.,  will  commence  their  trips  as  soon  after  sunset  as  it  may 
be  dark  enough  not  to  be  observed  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offl^cer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Thos.  K.  Eootes, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Fredericksburg,  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  lAeutenant  Trigg,  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  Richmond  for  special  duty  under  Lieutenant 
Kennon,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  12, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will,  with  Midshipman  Johnson,  tkke  charge  of  the  20  men 
detailed  from  the   Virginia,  Fredericksburg,  and  Richmond  for  special 
duty,  and  proceed  to  Kichmond  with  all  dispatch  and  report  at  the 
naval  ordnance  works  to  Lieutenant  B.  Eennon,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 
The  men  are  to  be  provided  with  two  blankets  each,  no  change  of 
clothing,  with  fifteen  days'  rations,  cutlass,  and  pistol,  and  two  rounds 
of  ammunition.    The  provisions  will  all  be  supplied  from  the  Virginia. 
I  am,  very  resi)ectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  E.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^cer  James  River  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Daniel  Trigg,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 

P.  S. — Second  Assistant  Engineer  Bowman  is  absent  on  detached 
service  and  passed  Midshipman  Hunter  is  at  Battery  Semmes,  not 
under  my  command. 

^, 

J.  K.  M., 
FlagOffiem'. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  the  Chief  of  ike  Burm 
of  Orders  and  Detail  j  regarding  men  for  special  service  tinder  Lieutenant 
Kennony  C,  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadrouj  Janunry  13^  1805, 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your   order  of  the  11th   instant,  1  sent 
yentorday  in  charge  of  I^entenant  Daniel  Trigg,  Midshipman  Bartlett 
8.  Johnson  (volunteers),  and  20  men  from  the  squadron  to  report  to 
Lieutenant  B.  Kennon  at  the  naval  ordnance  works  for  temporary  duty. 
Your  order  said  nothing  about  the  equipment  of  the  party  beyond 
the  fifteen  days'  rations,  but  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Kennon  they 
were  furnished  with  a  revolver  and  cutlass,  each,  and  blankets. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  party  sent  from  my  command,  and  the  names 
of  the  vessels  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

The  men  were  selected  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  to  the  extent  be  deemed 
proi>er. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectftilly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail^  Navy  Department,  Richmond^  Fa, 


(Endosare.] 

L\Bi  of  ojjicers  and  men  sent  from  the  Jamee  River  Squadron,  to  report  to  lAeutenani  />. 
Kennon,  rroHsional  Navy  C.  S,,  at  the  naral  ordnance  worke  in  Bichmond,  for  tempo- 
rary duty,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  dated  January  11, 

1805, 

0.  S.  Flagship  Viboinia, 
James  River  Squadrouj  below  Chaffin^s  Bluff,  January  13, 1865, 


Nauu". 


Daniel  TripK 

Uuiilctt  S.  .lohiiKon. 

I'.Itnlp. 

M.  A.  Tharpc  . 


Rank. 


Liontcnant 

MidHliipman 

Coxswain 

....do 

Seaman 

do 

Landsman 

do 

do 

do 

Ordinary  seaman  . 
do 


F.  HoviTo 

N.  E1m« 

J.  Driscoll 

J.  McCurty 

II.  ('.  CnnningliHin 

A .  Lamiihcn^ 

JaiiM'H  ilannon 

William  Morris 

Willinm  ratterMon do 

J.  li.  McCaiin I  Landsman 

Epliraim  Voiin^ do 

J.  N.  CcdlinH do.... 

SilaH  GaMltill , do  .... 

J.  K.  WilHon do 

J.J. Joynj'8 QuartormaHtor  \  RichmoDd. 

ClmrlfH  SimunTH Quarter  jfuniM*r i  Do. 

Ki<hard  J<»liimon Captain  of  hold Do. 

F.  A.Uber '  Landsman l>o. 


VesftolH  to  which 
attAohed. 


Virginia. 

l)o. 

I>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fredericksburg. 

Do! 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Kesi)ectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  1^.  Mitchell, 
Flag  Officer  James  River  tSquadron, 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Nary  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchellj  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wharf^mj 
C.  8.  Nav^yj  naming  volunteers  for  special  service  under  His  command. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  13^  1865, 
Sir  :  The  following  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  squadron  having 
volunteered  ibr  temporary  special  service  under  your  command,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  their  respective  commanding  officers 
for  them,  whenever  you  may  require  their  services,  viz: 

Lieutenant  R.  R.  Stiles,  G.  S.  ironclad  Richmond;  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  E.  J.  Dunigan,  O.  S.  ironclad  Richmond;  Charles  Skinner, 
landsman,  C.  S.  ironclad  Richmond;  J.  J.  Calbertson,  landsman,  G.  8. 
ironclad  Fredericksburg;  Thomas  Nelson,  ordinaiy  seaman,  C.  S.  iron- 
clad Fredericksburg;  M.  Domat,  landsman,  G.  8.  ironclad  Virginia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offi^cer  James  River  8quadron. 

First  Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Richmond,  Va, 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  to  a  board  of  officers,  for  the 
examination  of  Kingsland  Bar. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  14,  1865. 
Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  make  a  careful  examination  as  soon  as 
practicable  of  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar  and  report  to  me  in 
writing  any  changes  you  may  discover  in  the  location  of  the  sunken 
vessels,  and  buoy  the  channel,  sounding,  etc. 

I  am,  very  respectinllyy  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Offircer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Gommanding  F.  E,  Sheppbrd. 
Lieutenant  Gommanding  W.  R.  Butt. 
Lieutenant  Gommanding  W.  H.  Wall. 
Pilot  Edward  Moore. 
Pilot  Samuel  Wood. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  transfers  of  command. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  14,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  temporarily  transferred  Lieutenant  F.  B.  Shepperd  from 
the  command  of  the  gunboat  Hampton  to  the  command  of  the  ironclad 
Fredericksburg  during  the  absence  of  Commander  T.  K.  Bootes,  sent  to 
the  hospital  to-day. 

I  have  also  temporarily  transferred  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Wilson  from  the 
ironclad  Virginia  to  the  command  of  the  G.  S.  gunboat  Hampton. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  MrroHELL, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

8.  Ifavy  Department^  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8  Navy^  to  Brigadier- General  Alex- 
ander^ C.  S,  Army  J  regarding  torpedo  boats  in  Proctor^  h  Creek, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  J 5^  1865, 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  com 
nianiration  of  the  7th  instant,  suggesting  the  stationing  of  ton>€do 
boats  in  Proctor's  Creek.  I  feel  gratified  at  the  interest  thus  mani- 
fested in  the  operations  of  oar  forces,  and  shall  always  be  glad  to 
receive  any  suggestions  that  may  occur  to  you  at  any  time. 

I  some  time  since  had  all  the  boats  belonging  to  the  squadron  that 
are  suitable  fitted  for  the  torpedo  service,  and  ascertained  that  Proc- 
tor's Creek,  in  all  probability,  is  a  place  well  suited  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  assault  upon  the  enemy  under  certain  circamstances,  or 
retreating  from  him  as  might  be  advisable. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  nothing  be  done,  or  even  said  openly  of  oar 
intentions,  so  that  the  enemy  may  remain  in  ignorance.  The  success 
of  such  schemes  depends  chiefly  upon  their  secrecy. 

If  I  shall  have  men  enough  to  spare  from  our  vessels  to  man  the  tor 
pedo  boats  in  the  event  of  tlie  enemy's  vessels  moving  above  Bishop's, 
the  disposition  suggested  will  be  made  if  advisable  under  the  circnin- 
stances  then  existing.  I  doubt  very  much,  however,  the  vessels  of  tbe 
enemy  ever  coming  up  that  far  so  long  as  we  hold  the  south  side  of 
the  river  and  can  use  the  batteries  we  now  have  in  position. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron, 

Brigadier-General  E.  P.  Alexander, 

Headquarters  Artillery,  First  Corps. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  (\  S,  Nary,  regarding  i he  effects  offresheU 
on  the  obHtruotums  in  the  James  River, 

Flagship  Virginia, 
Chaffin's  Bluff,  January  15,  1865, 

Sir:  The  freshet  hjiving  nearly  subsided,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
thiit  the  squadron  rode  it  out  without  sustaining  any  damage. 

The  small  vessels  were  of  service  in  securing  the  military  pontoon 
bridge  at  this  place  that  broke  adrift  on  the  11th,  which,  but  for  their 
aid,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  swept  below  and  beyond  our 
reach. 

The  booms  placed  by  the  squadron  across  the  river  just  above  Kings- 
land  Creek  were  mostly  carried  away,  but  the  logs  swung  around  and 
remain  on  tlie  north  shore,  and  will  probably  be  all  recovered. 

The  obstructions  of  booms  or  logs  placed  by  the  army  at  Bishop's,  I 
am  informed,  broke  apart,  but  the  logs  are  safe,  having  swung  around 
and  lay  along  the  bank  of  the  river. 

An  examination  made  to  day  of  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar 
shows  that  several  of  the  sunken  hulks  have  been  moved,  but  the 
water  is  too  high  and  the  current  too  strong  to  ascertain  fully  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place.  Tlie  examination  will  be  continued 
when  the  condition  of  the  river  will  admit  of  it.  Satisfactory  knowl- 
edge has  been  obtained  that  there  is  no  danger  to  our  vessels  passing 
through  the  channel  gap. 
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The  duty  of  patrolling  and  picketing  the  riyer  below  Kingsland  Bar 
was  partially  interrupted  when  the  freshet  was  at  its  height,  on  account 
of  the  passage  at  night  being  deemed  too  hazardous  for  the  gunboats. 
This  seryice  is  now  resumed  as  usual. 

The  eflfect  of  the  freshet  ux)on  the  Gallego  appears  to  have  been  advan- 
tageous. She  now  lies  in  a  more  favorable  position  for  being  raised, 
and  as  the  steam  pumps  will  be  ready  for  operation  by  tomorrow's  low 
tide,  it  is  hoped  that  this  annoying  and  vexatious  service  will  be  termi- 
nated ;  the  more  -seriously  felt  as  the  whole  trouble  was  brought  upon 
us  from  the  want  of  a  little  foresight  in  failing  to  leave  a  watch  on  board 
of  her  at  the  time  of  her  sinking. 

I  learn  trom  Major  Smith,  commanding  Battery  Dantzler,  that  the 
hawser  or  line  above  the  enemy's  obstructions  in  Trent's  Beach  is  car- 
ried away,  and  that  the  vessel  sunk  in  the  south  channel  has  been 
carried  down  about  300  yards.  Further  changes  may  have  taken  place, 
which  will  probably  be  disclosed  when  the  river  subsides  to  its  ordinary 
level. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  li.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Richmond^  Va, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ready  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  effects  of  freshet  on 
the  obstructions  in  James  River, 

Drbwry's  Bluff,  Va.,  January  15, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  net  which  was  stretched  across  the  river  above  the  obstruc- 
tions in  Trent's  Beach  is  gone.  The  schooner  which  was  sunk  in  the 
old  channel,  on  the  south,  side,  has  drifted  down  several  hundred  yards. 
The  vessel  which  was  nearest  the  north  shore  has  been  drifted  ashore 
abreast  of  her  old  position.  The  two  vessels  on  each  side  of  the  north 
channel  have  lightened  up  by  the  stern;  their  entire  sterns  are  out  of 
the  water;  their  bows  are  under  the  water.  There  is  no  vessel  to  be 
seen  in  the  north  channeL 

Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Bead. 
Flag-Oificer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig-Offioer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  favorable  conditions  for  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  James 
River. 

GONFEDSRATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond^  January  16, 1864[5]. 
Sir:  Since  our  interview  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  as  to  the 
enemy's  obstructioiui  in  Trent's  Beach,  of  which  you  thought  you  would 
be  aUe  t  iBYom  Lieutenant  Bead  I  learn  that  the 

hulk  ^  id  the  net  also  have  been  washed 

away  ie  a  passage  through  the  obstruc- 

tion! sble  one  for  striking  a  blow  at 
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the  enemy,  if  w^  are  able  to  do  so.  In  a  short  time  many  of  his  xe^ 
sels  will  have  returned  to  the  river  from  Wilmington  and  he  will  again 
perfect  his  obstructions.  If  we  can  block  the  river  at  or  below  City 
Point,  Grant  might  be  compelled  to  evacuate  his  position.  I  can  place 
additional  officers  and  men  at  yoar  disposal,  shoald  you  require  them  fur 
this  great  enterprise. 

I  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  obstructions 
and  of  your  ability  to  force  your  way  throuszh  them  with  reasonable 
certainty,  and  with  such  reasonable  certainty  as  will  justify  this 
movement. 

Should  you  move  against  the  enemy,  you  will,  of  coarse,  appredate 
the  importance  of  preventing  the  discovery  of  your  desi^^  until  its 
execution,  and  you  will  advise  General  Lee  of  your  movements  as  wdl 
as  the  Department. 

I  regard  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  and  the  obstructions  of  the  river 
at  City  Point,  to  cut  off  Grant's  supplies,  as  a  movement  of  the  fir^ 
importance  to  the  country  and  one  which  should  be  accomplished  if 
possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  th€  Navy, 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  James  River. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell^  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  plans  for  inspect- 
ing the  condition  of  the  enemyh  obstructions. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  January  16 j  1805. 

SiB:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  to-day  your  communication  of  this 
date. 

Since  tlie  interview  to  which  you  refer  the  freshet  and  the  sta^c  of  the 
moon  have  rendered  impracticable  the  examination  proposed  of  the 
enemy's  obstructions.  The  condition  of  the  river  now,  however,  is  such, 
or  in  a  day  or  two  will  be  favorable,  as  well  as  the  stage  of  the  raoou, 
for  makin*:  it. 

Lieutenant  Shopperd  promptly  volunteered  for  the  service,  and, 
although  suffering  from  a  bad  cold,  left  to-night  and  will  be  at  How 
lett's  to  morrow  ready  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  favorable  condition 
of  the  river,  weather,  and  other  circumstances  to  make  a  careful  exami- 
nation, which  can  be  satisfactory  and  reliable  only  by  visiting  the  very 
spot. 

Lieutenant  C.  W.  Eead  informs  me  of  the  carrying  away  of  the  net 
above  the  obstructions  and  the  shifting  of  some  of  the  vessels.  He  does 
not  state  how  or  from  whence  these  observations  were  made,  but  I  pre- 
sume they  were  not  made  on  the  spot,  but  from  some  point  in  our  lines, 
and  theretbrc  too  far  to  form  a  safe  basis  for  calculation,  though  it  may 
for  speculation,  as  to  other  changes.  Nothing  but  an  actual  inspection 
can  be  depended  upon. 

Although  much  in  want  of  officers,  I  have  this  day  transferred  tem- 
porarily to  Battery  Brooke  a  master's  mate  from  the  squadron  to  relieve 
Master's  Mate  Matherson,  who  volunteers  to  visit  the  obstructions  him- 
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self  at  the  instance  of  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Bead,  who  has  confidence  in 
his  abilities  to  discharge  the  service  satisfactorily. 

Shoald  information  be  obtained  that  the  passage  of  these  obstruc- 
tions is  practicable,  I  shall  gladly  incur  all  the  other  hazards  that  may 
attend  the  proposed  enterprise  that  promises,  if  successful,  such  bright 
results  to  our  cause. 

Since  you  have  offered  to  place  additional  ofiQcers  and  men  at  my 
disposal,  if  I  require  them,  for  this  great  enterprise,  I  would  strongly 
urge  the  necessity  of  doing  it  at  once,  as  this  squadrnn  is  not  efficient 
as  to  the  number  and  quality  of  its  officers  and  men,  nor  can  it  ever  be 
so  long  as  there  is  a  constant  change  going  on,  and  our  best  men 
picked  out  for  other  duties  and  their  places  left  vacant  or,  when  filled, 
supplied  with  raw  recruits.  To  expect  favorable  results  from  the  squad- 
ron in  any  encounter  with  the  enemy,  the  crews  should  be  kept  full 
and  be  long  enough  on  board  to  be  properly  drilled.  To  throw  recruits 
or  new  men  on  board  just  on  the  eve  of  battle,  to  contend  with  thor- 
oughly equipped  and  disciplined  forces,  is  to  put  to  hazard  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  service  and  the  public  interest.  I  therefore  earnestly  request 
that,  if  the  calls  of  the  service  permit,  the  personnel  of  the  squadron 
be  at  once  placed  on  a  proper  war  footing  and  so  maintained  without 
any  further  changes  that  may  not  be  indispensable.  I  particularly 
request  that  the  men  detailed  for  duty  with  Lieutenant  Kennon  and 
those  at  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  squadron  be  returned  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  this  connection,  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  a  com- 
munication to  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  of  the  10th  instant,  and 
one  of  the  13th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  me  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Dunnington  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  /Squadron, 

Hon.  S.  R.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyj  Richmond^  Va. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Hubert j  0.  8.  Army^  regarding  the  operations 

of  the  enemy. 

Fort  Anderson,  [January]  18^  1865-^5:40  p,  m. 

The  enemy  seem  to  have  landed  at  Battery  Lamb  and  burned  quar- 
ters; have  sent  a  detachment  to  meet  them.  One  vessel  ofP  Battery 
Lamb  and  only  one  more  apparently  inside  the  Bip  by  New  Inlet. 
The  telegraph  line  between  Sugar  Loaf  and  myself  is  broken.  At  10 
o'clock  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  enemy  landed  at  Smithville  in 
small  boats  and  took  possession.  Small-arms  firing  heard  in  direction 
of  Sugar  Loaf.  I  have  no  communication  from  General  Hoke.  Last 
information  received  from  Colonel  [C.  H.l  Simonton  is  that  he  was  mov- 
ing to  this  point  on  the  Georgetown  roaa.  I  have  received  to-day  the 
Twenty-seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment.  I  have  visited  Major- 
General  Hoke  to  day.  I  can  not  assist  him  nor  can  he  assist  me.  I 
will  await  your  orders  or  act  in  emergency. 

Louis  Hi&bert, 
Brigadier-  OeneraL 

O  r 
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NOBTU  ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  8QUADKON.  801 

[Telegram.] 

SuaAB  Loaf,  [N.  C],  January  19^  1865. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  enemy  will  fight  to-day. 

E.  F.  Hoke, 
Major-General. 
Colonel  Andbbson. 


[Telegram.] 


FoBT  Andebson,  January  19^  1865^12  m. 
Some  five  vessels  of  enemy  are  inside  and  apparently  moving  to  attack. 
Major-General  Hoke  just  left  me  to  return  to  Sagar  Loaf. 

Oeneral  H:i6bebt. 
Colonel  Anpebson, 

A88%stant  Adjutant- Oeneral, 


[Telegnun.] 


PoBT  Andebson,  [K  C],  January  19 j  1865---^  p.  m. 
The  fleet  has  not  yet  advanced  from  Battery  Lamb.    Firing  still 
going  on  east.    Heavy  artillery  firing  slowly.    No  change  in  the  fleet 
below. 

Louis  H^EBT, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Colonel  Andebson. 


[Telegram.] 


FoBT  AiTDEBSON,  [N.  C],  January  19^  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
One  small  vessel  of  the  fleet  came  up  the  river  to  within  about  1^ 
miles  of  the  fort,  and  is  returning  to  the  fleet  oil'  Battery  Lamb.    No 
doubt  she  was  reconnoitering.    Colonel  Simonton,  with  his  command, 
has  just  reported. 


Colonel  Andebson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Louis  Hi^bebt, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


[Telegram.] 


FoBT  Andebson,  January  19, 1865 — 3:15  p.  m. 
The  fleet  inside  are  now  apparently  moving  up. 

Louis  Hj&bebt, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Colonel  Andebson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Hubert  Lonis—Oontinned.  Page. 

Mentioned 365,389,740-744,746,747,788 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in 799, 

801 ,  802, 803, 805, 807, 809, 810 

Ella,  Steamer.     Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3,  1864 134 

Hedrick,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  William  D.  Hardeman 133, 768 

Mentioned 134 

Report  of  chasing  ashore  of  steamer  Ella,  December  3, 1864 133 

Helen,  Steamer.    Mentioned 613,741 

Helen  Getty.  U.S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 736 

Heliotrope,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 39,141,192,399,598,634,723 

Orders  for  movements  633 

Hellen,  Clifton.    Mentioned 548 

Henderson,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 633,650,661 

Reports  of 

James  River.    Drawings  of  torpedo  boat  raised  in 707 

Saagus,  U.  S.  S.    Injuries  to,  resalting  from  engagement  with  Battery 

Dantzler,  Va 147 

Henderson,  M.  &  E.    See  M,  4r  E,  Henderson,  8eho<mer. 

Henkey,  Hiram  J.    Mentioned 470,516,518 

Henry,  Emma.    See  Emma  Henry,  Briiisk  steamer, 
Henry,  Patrick.    See  Patrick  Henry,  C,  8.  8. 
Henry  Brlnker,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 39,61,140,153,188,192,194,399,598,632,718,723 

Movements  of 143 

Operations  in  King's  Creek,  Virginia 717 

Henry  W.  Johnson,  Schooner.    Mentioned 207 

Henton,  W.  Stephen.    Mentioned 489 

Hero,  U.S.8.    Mentioned 347 

Herrick,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 60 

Mentioned 193,400,599,724 

Hertford,  K.  C.    See  Perquimans  River,  Xortk  Carolina, 

Hetzel,  U.8.S.    Mentioned 39,98,141,192,399,598,723 

Hewett,  "WiUiam  K.  "W.    Mentioned 743, 745 

Hewlett,  WMte.    Mentioned 531 

Hews,  "WilliamB.    Mentioned 337 

Hicka,  Marine.    Mentioned 633 

Hicka,  George  A.    Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 659 

Higgins,  Mr.    Mentioned 190 

BKll,  Ambrose  P.    Mentioned 171 

Hill,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Lamb 862, 363, 366, 505,  787 

Mentioned 365,369,504,596,741,743,747 

Hill,  John.    Mentioned 329 

HiU,  Lewis  R.    Mentioned 691 

HiU,  Pilot.    Mentioned 743 

Hilton,  Edward.    Mentioned 295 

Hindman,  Isaac.    Mentioned 490 

Hines,  John.    Mentioned 549 

Hinkelman,  Joseph.    Mentioned 563 

ifAntioned 227 
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I 

Harris,  Ira,  jr.    Mentioned 442,532,553    , 

Harris,  T.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  B.Tncker 572 

Mentioned 89, 141, 192, 348, 399,  437, 572, 598,  ?J3 

Harris,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondehoe  with 

Porter,  D.  D 314,614 

Wheeler,  H.  K 313,483 

Mentioned 40,142,194,265,400,437,465,599,734 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 312-314 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1866.      482 

Harrison,  Henry.    Mentioned 54I 

Harrison,  William.    Mentioned 514 

Harrison,  William  D. 

Mentioned 672,690,753^761 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virgrlnia,  by 

Confederate  Bfxuadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 688 

Harrison,  William  H. 

Mentioned. 15^17 

Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock  at  capture  of  Plymoath, 

N.  C 16 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 3 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 628 

Haskell,  Forbes  P.    Mentioned ^13 

HaskeU,  William  O.    Mentioned 165,168 

Haskins,  John  A.    Mentioned 497 

Haswell,  John  H.  C.    Mentioned 508 

Hatch,  John  P.    Mentioned 696 

Hathaway, .    Mentioned 160 

Hathaway,  Henry  P.    Mentioned 193,400,699,724 

Hathaway,  WilliamR.    Mentioned 19 

Hattie.     See  Little  Ilattie,  Steamer. 

HattieE.  Wheeler,  Brig.    Mentioned 139 

Hawk,  Steamer.     Mentioned 747 

Hawkius,  Charles.     Mentioned 227 

Hawkins,  John  L.    Mentioned 504 

Hawks,  Francis  T.     Mentioned 740,741 

Haxtun,  Milton.    Mentioned 40,141,193,399,598,724 

Hay,  SamueL    Mentioned 507 

Hayden,  Joseph.    Mentioned 544 

Hayes,  Jacob  L.    Mentioned 39,  40, 599,  724 

Hayford,  Frederick  S.    Mentioned 507 

Haynie,  Hancock  H.    Mentioned 39,141,193,399,598,723 

Hays,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 102,754,765,772 

Hays,  Peter. 

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722 

Reports  of  operations  in  York  River,  Virginia 599,600,710 

Hays,  William  L.     Mentioned 653,  ^7 

Heard,  Joseph.    Mentioned 319 

Heath,  Byron  S.    Mentioned 653 

Hubert,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardeman,  William  D 134 

Hedrick,  John  J 133 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 784 
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Howquab,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

—  Abstract  log,  December  24, 1864-January  19,1865 566 

^         Attack  on  Fort  Fisber,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 343 

~*^         Chase  of  blockade  runners 34,56,80,87 

Mentioned 31,34,36,39,52,62,67,70,86,99,100,125, 

—  126,  140,  154,  192,  254,  265, 332, 352, 353, 399, 421, 561, 562, 565, 598, 723, 739 
-^Hoyt,  U.8.S.    Mentioned 39,98,141,192,399,598,723 

—  Hubbard,  Jobn  H.    Mentioned 359 

-^  Hodgins,  Albert  G. 

—  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 808 

^  Mentioned 664,691 

-^    Hudson,  J.  H.    Mentioned 152 

Hudson,  TATilliam  G.    Mentioned 647 

^    Huey,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 483 

_     Hughs,  John.    Mentioned '549 

Hull,  Charles  F.    Mentioned 241 

Hull,  Commodore.    See  Commodore  Hull,  U,  S,  S, 

Hull,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 95 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  22-29, 1865 652 

Mentioned 39,61, 

75,  97,  140,  156,  188,  192,  399,  598,  636, 642, 645, 647, 649, 650, 656, 698, 723 

Orders  for  movements 617 

Hunt,  Corporal.    Mentioned 661 

Hunt,  Alex.  T.    Mentioned 102 

Hunt,  Robert.    Mentioned 518 

Hunt,  Symmes  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  J.  O'CaUaghan 549 

Mentioned 547 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 548 

Hunter,  Ezum  L.    Mentioned 365 

Hunter.  Ferdinand  8.    Mentioned 793 

Hunter,  William  W.    Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December 

24-25,1864 354 

Huntington,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 624 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 288,289 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1865..  443, 476-478 

Captures  made  by 128 

Mentioned 39,69,131,140, 

192,  246,  255,  265,  399, 425, 427, 437, 438, 475, 598,  704, 705,  708,  723, 738,  739 

Orders  for  movements 68 

Hurst,  Logan.    Mentioned 424 

Huse,  SamueL 

Mentioned 39, 128, 130, 140, 192,265,352,398,574,599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Ella,  Steamer.    Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3, 1864 129 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 351 

Husted,  Richard  G.    Mentioned 313 

Hutchins,  TATells  A.    Mentioned 393 

Hutchinson,  Calvin  G.    Mentioned 479 

Hutchinson,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 717 

Hutchinson,  Shadarack.    Mentioned 561 

Idaho,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 431 
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Indiana  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry— Regiments :  13th,  589.  hfi 

Ingalls,  Rnfus.    Mentioned ij 

Iosco,  U.  S.  8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 3S 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1866..  443,563,3^ 

Captures  made  by »K^ 

Condition  of ^ 

Mentioned 39, 141, 184, 192,  246,  247,  254,  265, 257,2©,  M 

319,  324,  331,  336,  399, 426, 487, 471, 514, 518,  561,  598,  705,  708, 715,  ?23,7S 

Movements  of - IS 

Orders  for  movements Ill,  117, 186, 607, (i2? 

Ironsides.    See  New  Jrontidett  T.  S.  S. 
Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  8. 

Mentioned 39,141,189,192,399,598,600,632,710,3 

Orders  for  movements 18 

Isaac  Wells,  Steamer.    Mentioned 596,7^1 

Ives,  Thomas  Poynton.    Mentioned 2L^ 

Jackaway,  Joseph  A.    Mentione<l 39,140,192,399,598.7^ 

Jackson,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 742,7(3 

Jackson,  James.    Mentioned 4i 

Jackson,  John.    Mentioned 497,5&l 

JamesAdger,  U.S.8.     Mentioned 39,141,182.3* 

James,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 75 

Mentioned 74T 

Jameson,  William. 

Mentioned 330,563 

Report  of  attack  upon,  andcaptnreof.  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  January  13-15, 1865    36i 
James  River,  Virginia. 

Constmction  of  Confederate  vessels  in 754,755 

List  of  Confederate  vcMels  and  offlcoi*8  serving  in 690-693, 751-756 

List  of  United  States  veHsels  in,  November  12,  186-4 61 

ObHtrnction  of 790,  79fr-799 

OperationH  in. 

Abstracrt  log  of  the  U.S.  8.  Malvern "63 

Conininniciitions  from 

Berney,  A S 

Hutlor,  IJ.  F % 

Kel],.Io]in  Mcintosh m 

Lay,  .John  L 41.') 

Njivy  Department,  C.S 758,  759,  797. .**13 

MitdicIl.John  K 717-749,  752-7.'>-l,  75(5,  761, 7K2, 

7<M,  Hyi\  770-775,  777-78^1,  789,  790,  701,  794, 795,  800,  802,  804-806,  810,811 

Ord,  E.O.  C m 

Pickett,  ( ;.  K 808 

Porter,  David  D 77. 96 

Movements  of  foreign  men-of-war  in no^  111,157 

Orders  and  instrnctionH 

Mitchell,  .lolin  K 748,752,760, 

7(12.  7r.:i,  7a5,  767-769,  772,  773,  774,  780,  788,  79:^,  7^5,  806,  807,  808,  8ia-«l2 

Navy  Department,  C.S 864 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 703,708 

Porter,  David  D 4, 

28,  41, 44, 55,  75, 90,  103, 116, 120, 135, 153, 156, 185, 190, 39b 
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James  River,  Virginia — Continaed.  Page. 

Operations  in — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Berrien,  J.  M 718 

Henderson,  Alexander 707 

Kerens,  James  H 717 

Lanman,  Joseph 703,704,710,717 

Mitchell,  John  K 749-751, 757, 759, 771, 778, 790, 796, 798 

Morgan,  Thomas 706 

Navy  Department, C. 8 755,756 

Nichols,  Ed.  T 61,72-74,76,194 

Parker,  John  H 763 

Parker,  William  A 45, 

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188. 199, 204, 379-383, 400, 412 

Porter,  David  D 72,155 

Radford,  William 698,704,710 

Read,  Charles  W 797 

Shepperd,  F.E 782 

Simmons,  J.  W 706 

Smith,  Francis  W 808 

Wandell,M.E 206 

Wharton,  A.  D 764 

Wilson,  William  Francis 760 

See  also  Battery  Dantzler;  Deep  Water  light-house;  Dutch  Gapy  Virginia; 
Trenfe  Reach,  Virginia. 

Parker,  William  A.,  relieved  of  command  of  United  States  vessels  in 637, 638 

Radford,  William,  ordered  to  assume  command  of  James  River  Division .  639, 645 

Sketch  of 73 

James  River  Squadron. 

Deficiencies  of  complements  of  vessels  of 753,781,783 

Lists  of  officers  of  vessels  of 690-693,754 

Jamesville.  N.  C.    Reconnoissance  to.    Report  of  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 71 

Jarvis,  William  B.    Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's 

Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  i^nd  24, 1865      648 

Jarvis,  WilliamR.    Mentioned 690 

Jeffers,  Byron.    Mentioned 739 

Jeffers,  William  N. 

Mentioned 119,124.134,215,217,220,230,236,237,239,605 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Practicability  of  destruction  of,  by  exploding  ves- 
sel loaded  with  powder 215 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.      Preparation  of,  for  explosion  off  Fort  Fisher, 

N.C 233-236 

Jenkins,  James  B.    Mentioned 535,536 

Jenkins,  John  T.    See  John  T.  Jehkine,  Tug, 

Jenkins,  Oliver  L.    Mentioned 772 

John  Dawson,  Steamer.    Mentioned 746 

John  Farron,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 144,166 

John  Ii.  Iiookwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 402 

Mentioned 39,98,141,193,399,598,697,723 

JohnT.  Jenkins^*  Tug.    Purchase  of 158 

Johnson,  Mrs.    Mentioned 36 

*AfterwArda  a.&&Ssi&on. 
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Johnson,  Bartlett  8.    Mentioned 793,794  ', 

Johnson,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 122 

Johnson,  Henry.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.C., 

January  13-16,1866 4«6 

Johnson,  Henry  "W.    See  Henry  W,  Johnson,  Schooner.  i 

Johnson,  J.  Henry.    Mentioned 371    | 

Johnson,  James.    Mentioned 538    ] 

Johnson,  James  C.    Mentioned 160    ' 

Johnson,  James  H.    Mentioned 538 

Johnson,  John. 

Mentioned 524 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 336 

Johnson,  John  O.    Mentioned 23 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.    Mentioned 294,506 

Johnson,  Richard.    Mentioned 794 

Johnson,  William.    Mentioned 497,504 

Johnson  &  Higgins.    Mentioned 207 

Johnston,  Mr.    Mentioned 418 

Jones,  C.  Lucian.    Mentioneil 772 

Jones,  Charles  (Seaman).    Mentioned 533 

Jones,  Charles  (Marine).    Mentioned 54I 

Jones,  Conmiodore.    See  Commodore  Jones,  l\  S,  S. 

Jones,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 532 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke. 

Correnpondcnco  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 3i52 

Mentioned 754,756,786,800 

Jones,  J.  W.    Mentioned 479 

Jones,  John  D.     Mentioned 514 

Jones,  Paul.     Bee  Paul  Jonen^  V,  8.  S. 

Jones,  Thomas  (Quart<jrnia8ter).    Mentioned 308 

Jones,  Thomas  (('oxswain).     Mentioned 545 

Jones,  "William  (Ordinary  seaman).     Mentioned 329 

Joues,  William  (Seaman ).     Mentioned 5r»4 

Jones  Creek,  Virginia.     ( )peration»  in 703, 7tW 

Josselyn,  Francis. 

('()rr«'Mi)<)n<len(e  with  Alex.  ('.  Stnart 24 

Mentioned 14,15,39,57,110.  192,  398,  597.  Tit? 

KeportH  of. 

KdentoM,  N.  C.      Adjonnnnent  of  Confederate  conrt  at,  November  H, 

m'A 58 

J'lymontli,N.  C.     Cai)ture  of,  October  29-November  1, 18(>i 22 

Joynes,  J.  J.     Mentioned 794 

Judge,  P.     Mentioned 794 

Juniata,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  ('.,  December  24-25,  18(>4 321.322 

Attack  on,  and  eaptnre  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  .January  13-15, 1865.. .  444,  537,5:^ 

MontioncMl 39,  14 1, 192,  246,  254,  256,  265,  321-324, 

H32,  3:i6,  345.  359,  399,  42(»,  437,  455,  514,  534, 535,  539,  598,  <>01,  620,  724,  738 

OnlerH  for  movements gl4 

Kansas,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  lS-24,  1861 244 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-2.5.  1864 284,285 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  .January  13-15, 1865  . ..  443,  473-475 
Chase  of  blockade  runners 86, 154 
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Kansas,  U.  S.  S. — Continaed.  Page. 

Mentioned 30-32,34- 

39,  62,  66,  70,  80,  85-88, 92, 99, 113, 124, 126, 141, 192, 221, 226, 229, 241, 242, 
246,  254,  255,  265,  399, 409, 425, 427, 437, 455, 471, 598, 699, 706, 723, 738, 739 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina 711 

Orders  for  movements 220,225,383,629 

Keams,  Ed.    Mentioned 519 

Keating,  James.    Mentioned 564 

Keating,  John.    Mentioned 531 

Keenan,  J.  A.    Mentioned 689 

Kegal,  Will.    Mentioned 534 

Kehoe,  Thomas.    Mentioned 518 

Keith, .    Mentioned 786 

Keith,  Melville  C.    Mentioned 514,571 

Kell,  John  Molntosh. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 804 

Mentioned 671,672,678,679,685,691,808 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstrnctions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 673, 689 

Kelly,  C.  M.    Mentioned 371 

Kelly,  DanieL    Mentioned 507 

Kelly,  James.    Mentioned 514,553,554 

KeUy,  JohnN.    Mentioned 368 

Kelly,  Patrick.    Mentioned '. 472 

Kemble,  Edmund. 

Mentioned 31,36,37,40,141,193,899 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Annie,  October  31,  1864 33 

Kempton,  Silas  W.    Mentioned 545 

Kennahan,  James.    Mentioned 517 

Kennedy,  William.    Mentioned 322 

Kennett,  Ferdinand  8.    Mentioned 672,690 

Kennon,  Beverly. 

Correspondence  with  J.K.Mitchell 778 

List  of  officers  and  men  detailed  for  special  service  under 793, 794 

Mentioned 207, 671, 677, 748, 774, 777-779, 793, 794, 799, 805 

Kent,  Lewis  A.    Mentioned 18 

Kerens,  James  EL 

Mentioned 39,140,192,194,399,723 

Report  of  expedition  to  King's  Creek,  Virginia 717 

Kerner,  John.    Mentioned 320 

Kerr,  William  A.    Mentioned 754 

Kerrigan,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned.. 786 

Kevill,  Thomas.    Mentioned 206 

Keyser,  Edward  8. 

Mentioned 40,192,347,385,399,437,455,570,598,723 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  runner 378 

Keystone  8tate,  U.  S.  S. 
Abstract  log. 

December  20-28, 1864 350 

January  14, 16, 1865 562 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 63 

Conditon  of 63 

Mentioned 39,141,192,221,222,245,254, 

256,  265,  331,  342,  348, 353, 355, 399, 421, 426, 481, 598, 615,  620, 628,  723, 739 
Orders  for  movements 386,389,614 
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Johnson,  Bartlett  8.    Mentioned 793,' 

Johnson,  Charles  C.    Mentioned ] 

Johnson,  Henry.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

January  13-16,1866 

Johnson,  Henry  W.    See  Henry  W,  Johnson,  Schooner. 

Johnson,  J.  Henry.    Mentioned 2 

Johnson,  James.    Mentioned I 

Johnson,  James  C.    Mentioned ] 

Johnson,  James  H.    Mentioned ' 

Johnson,  John. 

Mentioned j 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 : 

Johnson,  John  O.    Mentioned 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.    Mentioned 294, 1 

Johnson,  Rlohard.    Mentioned I 

Johnson,  William.    Mentioned 497,  £ 

Johnson  &  Higgins.    Mentioned 2 

Johnston,  Mr.    Mentioned 4 

Jones,  C.  Lucian.    Mentioned 7 

Jones,  Charles  (Seaman).    Mentioned 5 

Jones,  Charles  (Marine).    Mentioned 5 

Jones,  Conmiodore.    See  Commodore  Jones,  U.  S.  8, 

Jones,  George.    Mentioned 5 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 3i 

Mentioned 754,766,786,81 

Jones,  J.  "W.    Mentioned 4( 

Jones,  John  D.    Mentioned 51 

Jones,  Paul.    See  Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S, 

Jones,  Thomas  (Quartermaster).    Mentioned 3( 

Jones,  Thomas  (Coxswain).    Mentioned 6^ 

Jones,  William  (Ordinary  seaman).     Mentioned 3: 

Jones,  William  (Seaman ).    Mentioned 5f 

Jones  Creek,  Virginia.     Operations  in 703, 7( 

Josselyn,  Francis. 

Correspondence  with  Alex.  C.  Stuart ii 

Mentioned 14, 15,  39, 57, 140, 192,  398, 597,  ?J 

Iiei)ort8  of. 
j   !  Edenton,  N.  C.     Adjournment  of  Confederate  court  at,  November  8, 

18()4 '. ;- 

Plymouth,  N.  C.     Capture  of,  October  29-November  1,1864 2 

Joynes,  J.  J.     Mentioned 7S 

Judge,  P.    Mentioned 7S 

Juniata,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  18(>4 321, 32 

j   ;  Attack  on,  and  i-apture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865.. .  444,537,5:^ 

Mentione<l 39,141,192,246,254,256,265,321-32 

j  .S32,  :«6,  345,  359,  399,  426, 437,  455, 514, 534, 535, 539, 598, 601, 620, 724,  7v 

t  Orders  for  movements 61 

Kansas,  U.  S.  S. 

[:  Abstract  log,  December  18-24, 1S64 2^ 

I  Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 284,  2l 

i  '                                   Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865  ...  443, 473-41 
Chase  of  blockade  runnern 86,  II 
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Zounaon,  R.  EL — Continned.  Page. 

^:  Reports  of. 

Armstrong,  British  steamer.    Captnre  of  December  4, 1864 1 37, 138 

^  Blockade  runners.    Escape  of 54 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 345 

Attaok  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 570 

^     Lane,  G^eorge  W.    Mentioned 424 

I;     Lanfore,  Robert  O.    Mentioned 558 

!     Iiangham, .    Mentioned 746 

Langhome,  James  K.    Mentioned 664,690 

Iiangley,  James.    Mentioned 564 

liangthome,  Amos  R.    Mentioned 398,437,455,561,597,722 

I     Langworthy,  Lyman.    Mentioned 174 

Lanier, .    Mentioned 745 

Lanman,  Joseph. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Hampton  Roads 610 

Correspondence  with 

Bunker,  William 300 

Cross,  Robert  H 300,502 

Fassett,  Thomas  Odion 301 

Fort,W.S 503 

Goodsoe,  A.  0 300 

Grant,  U.S 643 

Hays,  Peter 710 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 641,643,697,703 

Parker,  James 299,495,502 

Mentioned 39,141,193,265,303,399,437,452,499,598,603,642,698 

Relinquishes  command  in  Hampton  Roads 724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 297-299,301 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 491-494, 503-505 

Preparations  for  attack  upon 196 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.    Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  in 616 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in 703, 704, 710, 717 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 638, 640, 643 

Lanning,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned 356 

Lardner,  Lynford.    Mentioned 353 

Lasher,  Oliver.    Mentioned 142,194,400 

Latham,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 365,595 

Latham,  Turner.    Mentioned 24 

Latson,  John  R    Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's 
Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 

1865 647 

Lawley,  Thomas.    Mentioned 287 

Lay,  John  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Gregory,  F.H 415 

Porter,  D.D 185 

Stone,  C.H 663 

Mentioned 193,199,400,412,599,656,724 

Reports  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 654 


860  INDEX. 

PBge. 

Kidder,  BenjaminH.    Mentioned 294,447,508 

Kilty,  A.  H.    Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Navy  Department 694 

King,  Frederick  T.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 407 

BUng,  laillebridge  B.    Mentioned 294 

King's  Creek,  Virginia.    Torpedoes  found  in.    Reports  of 

Kerens,  James  H 717 

Lanman,  Joseph 717 

Kingsland  Bar,  James  River.    Correspondence  regarding  obstructions  in. . .     790- 

792,  795, 796 

Kinker,  David.    Mentioned 689 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Confederate  ram  at.    Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb 72 

Kirby,  Comelina.    Mentioned S20 

Kirkland,  William  W.    Mentioned 251,271,357,363 

Kitts,  Alonzo.    Mentioned 517 

Klain,  John.    Mentioned 497,504 

Knigfat, .    Mentioned 380 

Knox,  Captain.    Mentioned 745 

Know,  Elijah.    Mentioned 424 

Koonta,  J.  W.    Mentioned 356 

L.  and  R.  Smith,  Schooner     Loss  of,  November  23,  1864 95 

Laoklison,  James  E.    Mentioned 691 

Laddy,  John.    Mentioned 293 

Lady  Sterling,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  28, 1864 5-9 

Mentioned 10 

Ziafferty,  Barney.    Mentioned 552 

Lafitte,  J.  B.    Mentioned 741,743,744 

Laighton,  Alfred  S.    Mentioned 442,571 

Laird,  "W.  L.    Mentione<l 607 

Lakin,  Daniel  Vr.    Mentioned 197,560 

Lakin,  Edward.    Mentioned 664,668,684,688 

Lamb,  Colonel.    See  Colonel  Lamh^  Steamer. 

Lamb,  George.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15, 1865 479 

Lamb,  ^William. 

Corrcs]>ondenco  with 

Hill,  James  H 605,787 

Long,  M 370 

Roby,P\M 373 

Singleton,  S 370,371 

Wliiting.  W.H.C 787 

Extracts  from  official  diary  of 90, 245, 371, 596, 740-747 

Mentioned  ....  90,  364,  371, 375,  377,  378, 436, 4r>(),  4.57, 504, 585, 591, 594, 596. 740,  777 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25. 1864 3G2, 363,  366 

Lambert,  James  R.     Mentioned 517 

Lamkin,  W^illiam  A.     Mentioned 691 

Lamphere,  A.     Mentioned 794 

Lamson,  R.  H. 

Corre8i)ondenre  with 

Eddy.(;.S 571 

Rhind,  A.  C 450 

Mentioned 39,140,192,226,227,229 

2:^,  239,  241-245,  255,  259,  265,  3i»9,  435, 442, 447, 455, 498, 499, 553,  .571, 598 
Proposition  of,  to  destroy  C.  S.  steamers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga  ...         97 
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Zattle  Ada,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  January  13-16, 1865 574 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25,1864 344 

Mentioned 39, 

141, 193, 242, 265, 304, 399, 416, 428, 437, 455, 484, 598, 723, 737 

Orders  for  movements 56, 201 

Little  Elmer,  Sloop.    Capture  of 58,59 

Little  Hattie,  Steamer. 

Entrance  of,  into  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  23, 1863 84-90 

Mentioned 32,44,371,741,744,746 

Little,  Robert.    Mentioned 506 

Littlepage,  William  B.    Mentioned 692 

Livingston,  George  B.    Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722 

Lloyd,  Clinton.    Mentioned 359 

Loan,  Bei^amin  F.    Mentioned 238 

Locke,  OeorgeF.    Mentioned 331 

Lookv^ood,  Annie.    See  Annie  Loekwood,  Steam  yacht, 
Lockv^ood,  John  L.    See  John  L,  Lockwood,  U.  S,  S. 

Lockwood,  Tom.    Mentioned 744 

Long,  Montgomery. 

Mentioned 368,747 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 370 

Longmain,  Thomas.    Mentioned 383 

Longshaw,  William. 

Death  of.    See  under  Mentioned. 

Disposition  of  body  of 603 

Mentioned 442,447,448,495,496,497,500,503 

Longstreet,  James.    Mentioned 381,666 

Lonquest,  Miles  P.    Mentioned 518 

Lonsdale,  W^illiam.    Mentioned 497,504 

Lord,  John  C.    Mentioned  483 

Lord,  Levi  W.    Mentioned 18 

Lord,  Timothy  H.    Mentioned 295 

Loring,  Henry  W.    Mentioned , 479 

Louch,  Abraham  J. 

Mentioned 442,522 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 523 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S. 

Correspondence  conoerniug  explosion  of,  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1864 207-245 

Mentioned 39, 69, 78, 82, 98, 119, 124, 141, 153, 191, 254, 255, 259, 273, 441,  736, 737 

Orders  for  movements 79, 83, 152 

Loury,  Jacob.    Mentioned 514 

Lovick,  W.    Mentioned 613 

Low,  Benjamin  O.    Mentioned 241 

Lowood, .    Mentioned 213 

Lowry,  Reigart  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.Porter 10 

Mentioned 40,141 

Loyd,  Richard.    Mentioned 533 

Lucas,  Frank.    Mentioned  * 227 

Lucy,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  li<  44 

Mentioned..  37.108,741 

Lndbig,  Robttt  466 
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Laycock,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned 326,524 

Layton,  Charles.    Mentioned 691 

Layton,  James  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.Mitchell.... 811 

Mentioned 690 

Lee,  O.  W.  Custis. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 663 

Mentioned 750,752,762,763,772 

Lee,  Hugh.    Mentioned 471,472 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  J.  K 747,765,780,804 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 593 

Mentioned 357,612,620,696,773,779,792,798,806 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 862 

Poplar  Point,  N.  C.    Engagement  at 181, 182 

Lee,  Roberto.    Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,722 

Lee,  SamuelP.    Mentioned 59,98,756,784 

Lee,  8.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  W.L 667 

Mitchell,  J.  K '..     664, 

749,  752,  753,  761, 764, 766, 771, 773, 776, 781, 784, 794, 795, 800, 802, 810, 811 

Mentioned 803 

Leitch,  8.  G.    Report   of  engagement  of   Federal  ironclads  with   Battery 

Dautzler,  Va.,  December  5, 1864 149 

Lemon,  "William.    Mentioned 483 

Lenapee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 500,695,728,740 

Orders  for  movements 412 

Lenfest,  James.    Mentioned 54I 

Leno,  Jacob.    Mentioned , 423 

Leonard,  George.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 152 

Leventhorpe,  Collett.    Mentioned 181,182 

Lewis,  JohnE.    Mentioned 18,168,169,178 

Lewis,  Nicholas  H.    Mentioned 691 

Lewis,  "William.     Mentioned 53I 

Libby,  Captain.     Mentioned 90,371,741^744 

Libert,  J.  A.     Mentioned 812 

Lieutard,  Paul.     Mentioued 320 

Lilac,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 39,141,193,399,598,723 

Lilian,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  24-27, 1864 348 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 572 

Captures  made  by 700 

Mentioned 39 

54,  67,  92, 141, 192,  254, 356,  399, 428, 437, 565, 568, 598, 702, 718, 723, 737 

Orders  for  movements 421, 614 

Lincoln,  Abraham.    For  correspondence,  see  Presideniy  U,  S. 

Lindsay,  Edward.    Meutioncd 537 

Linton,  Edivard.    Mentioned 812 

Lipscomb,  John  P.    Mentioued qqi 

Lipscomb,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 593 

Lisle,  Robert  P.    Mentioued 278, 465 
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Page. 

MoDermott,  James.    Mentioned 320 

MacDiarmid,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Hnnter,  WilUam  W 354 

Poole,  F.H 354 

Porter,  D.D 108 

Mentioned 39,140,192,265,309,437,455,598,723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  npon,  December  24-25,  1864 353,3^ 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 574, 575 

Half  Moon  battery.    Attack  upon  Confederates  near 617 

McDonald,  Edward.    Mentioned 561 

McDonald,  Edwin  A.    Mentioned 193,400,599,723 

McDonald,  J.  L.    Mentioned 690 

McDonald,  James.    Mentioned 518 

McDonald,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).    Mentioned 479 

McDonald,  John  (Landsman).    Mentioned 518 

McOill,  William.    Mentioned 553 

McOrath,  James.    Mentioned 549 

McOrath,  Patrick.    Mentioned 488 

McGregor,  Charles.    Mentioned 537 

Machin  (or  Machen),  E.  C.    Mentioned 691 

McKay,  John.    Mentioned 497,504 

McKean,  Edward.    Mentioned 691 

McKenna,  John.    Mentioned 717 

Mackey,  John.    Mentioned 518 

Mackinaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 319, 320 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865..  444, 522,523 

Captures  made  by 125, 139 

Mentioned 40,136,141,157,193,246,254- 

256,  265,  304,  330, 359. 399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 519, 598, 702, 705,  715, 723,  738 

Orders  for  movements 64, 200 

McKinley,  SamueL    Mentioned 472 

McKinnon,  Luther.    Mentioned 375,743 

McLane,  William  O.    Mentioned 343 

McLaren,  Oeorge.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 788 

McLaughlin,  Robert  W.    Mentioned 159, 418, 419 

Maclay,  William  W.    Mentioned 328 

McLean,  William  H.    Mentioned 18 

McLeod,  John.    Mentioned 507 

McMarony,  Hugh.    Mentioned 24 

McMaster,  James.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15,1865 540 

McMillan,  James.    Mentioned 329 

McNair,  Frederick  V.    Mentioned 537 

McNeil,  Thomas.    Mentioned 514,553 

Macomb,  David  B.    Mentioned 278^464 

Macomb,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 15 

Macomb,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Ames,  M.  D 402 

Arnold,  H.N.T....  17,71,162 

N  W 
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Iiudlow,  Benjamin  C.  Pl^^ 

Correspondence  with  £.T.  Nichols 69 

Mentioned gg 

Londt,  WiUiam  O. 

Mentioned 39,140 

Beports  of. 

Blockade  rnnners.    Escape  of 51 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  28,  1864 5 

Lynch,  Dominiok. 

Correspondence  with 

Parker,  W.A 534 

Wise,  H.  A 151 

Mentioned ^,53,141,153,193,400,724 

Lynoh,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 535 

Lynch,  William  F.    Mentioned 288,756 

Lyne,  Wilmer  D.    Mentioned 54Q 

Lynz,  Steamer.    Mentioned 743 

Lyon,  AmosM.    Mentioned 739 

Lyon,  OeneraL    See  General  Lyon,  U.  S.  Army  iraneport. 

Lyons,  Richard.    Mentioned 545 

M.  Small,  Schooner.    Mentioned 218 

M.  &  E.  Henderson,  Sohooner.    Mentioned ^95 

Mc Adams,  John.    Mentioned 535  535 

MoBlair,  William. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell gH 

Mentioned ggi 

MoBride,  Thomas.    Mentioned 820 

McCallum,  John.    Mentioned 57I 

McCann,  J.  B.    Mentioned 794 

MoCann,  Michael.    Mentioned 516^517 

McCarty,  Charles.    Mentioned ,.      547 

McCarty,  J.    Mentioned 794 

McCarty,  Patrick.    Mentioned 547 

McCauley,  Michael.    Mentioned 47O 

McCausland,  Thomas.    Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December 

24-25,1864 337 

McCaw,  Gheorgiana.     See  (ieorgiana  McCaw,  British  steamer, 

McCleary.  Andrew.    Mentioned 389 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned a 431,  574, 738 

McClelland,  James. 

Mentioned 293, 294 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 506 

McColiough,  Thomas.     Mentioned 507 

McCook,  Roderick  S. 

Mentioned 277,278,464 

Report  of  attack  ui>on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 ". 465 

McCormick,  James.     Mentioned 329 

McCoy,  Francis.     Mentioned 4^ 

McCurdy,  O.  B.     Minutes  of  bonibardmeut  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

December  24-25,  1864 297 

January  13, 18<35 492 

McCutchen,  John  F.     Ment  ioued 558 

MoDermot,  Thomas.     Mentioned 55O 

MoDermott,  J.  C.    Mentioned q^ 
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Magaw,  Ekunnel.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 412 

Mentioned 39,695 

Mahon,  John.    Mentioned 547 

Mahoney,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 322,538 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 278,279 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher^  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 466 

Criticism  of,  by  D.  D.  Porter 600,602 

Engagements  with  Battery  Dantzler,  Ya. 

November  29, 1864 106 

December  6, 1864 148 

Mentioned 40, 

116, 141, 144, 145, 147, 155, 156, 193, 198, 201, 254, 255, 259, 265,  275,  331, 342, 
376, 399, 425, 428, 433, 438, 455, 461, 464,  547,  598,  620,  638, 724, 736, 738, 739 

Movements  of 46,81 

Orders  for  movements 111,185,205,378,379,605,606 

Males,  Vrmiam  H.    Mentioned 485,499 

Maillefert,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 46,53,66,634,654 

Mallen,  Joseph.    Mentioned 603 

Bflalvem,  U.  S.  8. 

Abstract  log,  November  26, 1864-February  1.  1865 736-740 

Casualties  resulting  from  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C 443 

Cushing,  William  B.,  detached  from 384 

Mentioned 4,5,9,12,26,31,33,37, 

40,45,58,60,64,70,72,75,77,79,83,  90-92,96,  110-113.  115,  116,  120,  121. 
131, 136, 139-141, 143, 144, 152, 158, 160, 163, 172, 187, 189, 191, 193, 195,  196, 
198, 201, 202, 219, 220, 222, 224-229, 240, 245, 247-249, 251-254, 261, 263,  265, 
268, 272, 279, 287, 290, 311, 314, 321, 328, 331, 339, 341, 343, 348, 349, 352,  356, 
378, 383, 385, 387, 388, 290, 391, 399, 401, 406, 406, 409-411, 413, 414, 416,  417, 
424, 425, 427-429, 432, 434, 436, 442-446, 448, 449, 451, 452, 456^59, 473,  475, 
514, 520. 525, 538, 540, 548, 552, 560, 563, 565, 566, 570, 573, 585. 598, 600,  604- 
609, 611, 615, 630, 642, 644, 696, 700-702, 704, 708, 714, 718, 721,  723,  725,  726 

Movements  of 103,106 

See  also  Fori  lUher,  N.  C.    Attack  an,  December  g4-g6, 1864. 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Foar  River  and 

Smithville,  N.  C 618-628 

Manning.  Edward. 

Correspoudeuce  with  D.  D.  Porter 56 

Mentioned 39 

Maratanza,  U.  8.  8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 341 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 554-557 

Captures  made  by 127,131 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 50,151 

Mentioned 40,52, 

130, 141, 193, 246, 265, 330, 353, 390, 391, 399, 416, 426, 437, 569,  598,  617,  723 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and 

8mithville,  N.  C 618-628 

Maraden,  William.    Mentioned 549 

Marahall,  Beaoh  &  Root.    Mentioned 741,745 

BCartin,U.S.8.    Mentioned 1 40,43,98,141.193,399,598,652,723 

Btertiii,  JaiBM.   MsntioBed 483 

Marttn^fl  329 

MarvlB  100,311 

IftWh  125,126 
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Macomb,  William  H.— Con  tinned.  P^e 

CorreRpondence  with 

Barrett,  G.W 24 

Barton,  Philip  H 16 

Brooks,  John  A.  J 168,169,424 

Duer,Rafu8K 15,166.170 

English,  Earl - 19,20,174,422 

Febiger,J.C 709,711 

Foster,  H.  H 48,166,41^ 

Franklo,  Jones 93,  ia5, 167, 168,170,171 

Harrell,A.D 121,122,158,172 

Ilarrell,  A.  D.,  et  al 171 

Harrison,  William  H 16 

Hopkins,  George 24 

Joeselyn,  Francis 22,58 

Porter,  D.D 36, 

64, 79, 83, 105, 115, 139, 172, 187, 391, 387, 410, 417, 424,  425, 616, 7K 

Truxtun,W.T 21 

Mentioned 12,26, 

27, 40, 64, 104, 106, 141, 158, 160. 163, 166, 176, 193, 400, 422,  599, 615,734 
Kecommouded  for  advancement  for  distingnished  condact  at  capture  of 

Plymouth,  N.C 27 

Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.ram.    Construction  of 00 

Eden  ton,  N.  C.    Adjournment  of  Confederate  court  at,  November  8, 1864        57 

Georgia,  Schooner.    Seizure  of 407 

Kinstou,N.  C.    Confederate  ram  at 72 

New  Berne  and  Plymouth, N.C.     Protection  of 697 

NeuKe  Uiver,  North  Carolina.     Obstructions  and  Confederate  ram  in . .       618 
North  Carolina. 

Disposition  of  vessels  serving  in  waters  of 98 

Operations  in  waters  of 9, 50, 95, 144, 410, 410, 417, 421 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  January  10, 1865 422 

Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  December  2-6,  1864 121 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Capture  of,  October  29-November  1, 1864 H,  12-1.5 

Operations  at 57,64 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 

Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1861 160, 163-165, 167, 174, 177 

Proposed  expedition  against 152 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

C<>nre<lerate  defenses  of 82 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in 618 

Operations  in 55, 6\  69, 93 

Safety  of  Lieutenant  Cushing's  signal  book 92 

Washington,  N.  C.     Evacuation  of,  by  Confeilerates 82 

McPherson,  Edivard.     Men  tioned 359 

McPhersoD,  George  E.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher, 

N.C,  January  13-15,1865 5-i2 

McSherry,  H.  P.     Reports  of 

Fort  Kishcr,  N.  C .    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 308 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 516 

Mc Williams,  George  "W.    Mentioned 4SS 

Madison,  James.    Mentioned 563,564 

Maffltt,  John  N.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  8 769, 776 
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Page. 

Meroedlta.  U.S.S.    Mentioned 40,141,193,399,421,598,724 

Merchant,  Robert.    Mentioned 40 

Merithew,  G^eorge  A.    Mentioned 507 

Merry,  John  F. 

Mentioned 490,502,549,550 

Report  of  attack  npon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25. 1864 338 

Miami,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 40, 

61, 75, 141, 143»  155, 156, 188, 193, 399, 598, 636, 642, 646, 656, 723 

Midlam,  Samuel  C.    Mentioned : 18,161,162,177 

Minard,  David  T.    Mentioned 372 

Miller,  Charles  (Sailmaker's  mate).    Mentioned 132 

Miller,  Charles  (Aoting  ensign).    Mentioned 571 

Miller,  Frederick.    Mentioned 278 

Miller,  Henry.    Mentioned 472 

Miller,  John.    Mentioned 549 

Miller,  Joseph  E. 

Mentioned 326 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.     Attack  npon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  . .       530 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 327 

BliUer,  JosephN.    Mentioned 276,463 

Miller,  Nicholas.    Mentioned 320 

Miller,  Toul    Mentioned 743 

MilUgan,  J.  F.    Correspondence  with  J.K.Mitchell 782,802 

MiUiken,  "WiUiam  H.    Mentioned 329 

Mills,  Charles.    Mentioned 496 

Minchener,  Joseph.    Mentioned 691 

Mingo,  U.S.S.    Mentioned '. 695 

Minkofi;  Theodore.    Mentioned 526,531 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 297-304 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 444, 491-505 

Mentioned 39,141,193,196,244,246, 

248, 254, 255, 257, 258, 265, 309-311, 319, 325, 331, 344, 382, 399, 426,  437,  438, 
442, 452, 513, 514,  560, 694,  598,  603,  638, 641-643, 703, 717, 724, 736, 738, 739 

Movements  of 616 

Orders  for  movements 610,613,698 

Bfinor,  Robert  D.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 760, 804 

Mintzer,  Frederick  W.    Mentioned 72,194,400,599,723 

Miot,  Bde  (Paul  Emile)    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 157 

Missroon,  J.  8.    Report  of  bursting  of  guns  in  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  Decem- 
ber 24-25, 1864 359 

Mitchell,  J.  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  E.  P 796 

Alexander,  J.  W 680,692 

Alexander,  J.  W.,  et  al 767 

Bell.  Thomas  P 686,765,773 

Bowman,  Isaac 788 

Bradford,  W.L 789 

Brooke, J.M 753,756,775,779 

Butt,WalterR 681,692,772 

Cenas,H 762 

Dunnington,  J.  W .• 674,689,690 

Ewell,R.S 761 
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Mary  Elizabeth,  Schooner.    Mentioned 144 

Mason,  Schooner.    Mentioned 686 

Maaon,  Chas.  T. 

Correspondence  with  J. K.Mitchell .       789 

Mentioned 791,800 

Maaon,  Ebenezer  P.    Mentioned a^ 

Maaon,  Thomas.    Mentioned 4K5 

Mason,  Thomas.    Mentione«l 683,691 

Mason,  William  P.    Mentioned 382,668,670,675,688,6510,754 

Massaohusetts  Troops.    Mentioned.   Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  2d,  168,171,177. 
Massasoit,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  iu  Trent's  Reach,  James  River,  Janaary  24, 1865 547  649 

Mentioned 40, 75, 76, 141, 193, 399, 698, 636, 642, 646,  653,  656,  698,' 723 

Orders  for  movements 6I7 

Masters,  A.  Wallaoe.    Mentioned 692 

Mattabesett,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 40,64,136,141,170,193,399,598,697,709,711,723 

Orders  for  movements 104^  isi 

Matherson,  J.  VT. 

Mentioned 664,684,798 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 685 

Matthew^s,  J.  K.  P.    Mentioned 689 

Maiilsby,  G«orge.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  X.  C, 

January  13-15,1865 469 

Maumee,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 316 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1864 464 

Mentioned 39,99, 

101, 141, 154, 193, 246, 254, 265,  399, 425, 427,  137, 455, 567,  598,  705,  723,  738 

Maunder,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 289 

Maury,  John  B.    Mentioned 559 

Maury,  John  S. 

Mentioned 102,748,754,766 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Hampton ^^ 

May,  Captain.     Mentioned 744,  747 

Mayer,  William  H.    Mentioned 514,551,552 

Maynadier,  William.    Mentioned 215 

Mayo,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 745 

Mayo,  Henry  O. 

Mentioned 532 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  P^ort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 oSS 

Mead,  Zacharia.    Mentioned 337 

Meade,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 709 

Meadows,  John.    Mentioned 24 

Meads,  Jamea    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 771 

Meads,  R.  J.  (?)    Mentioned 759,811 

Meeker,  E.  P.    Mentioned 294,576,583 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.    Mentioned 109 

Mellaoh,  Emcinuel. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 166,392,398 

Mentioned 597, 722 

Memphis,  Tenn.     U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at  ..       113 

Mendota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 28,  40, 41, 44,  46,  47, 53, 61, 66, 72, 75,  76, 141, 

163, 155, 156, 188, 193, 194, 395, 399, 419, 598, 642, 643,  651,  704,  706,  707, 723 
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Moooaain,  U.S. 8.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  December  29-28,1864 347 

Mentioned. 92, 125, 129, 141, 154, 193, 225, 244, 265, 360, 399, 416, 428, 598, 625, 723 

Orders  for  movements 386 

BCohioazi.U.S.S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 309-312 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  FiBher,  N.  C,  Jannary  13-15, 1865..  444, 469, 470 

Mentioned 39,98, 100, 101, 112, 113, 141, 193,246, 254,255, 257, 

265,  399,  425,  428, 437, 455, 502, 514, 516, 518, 598, 620, 631, 724, 736, 738, 739 

Orders  for  movements 82, 198, 606 

IConadnock,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 276 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  January  13-15, 1865 462,463 

Criticism  of,  by 

Fox.  G.V 105 

Porter,  D.D 68,600-602 

Mentioned 28, 40, 49, 106, 141, 193, 198, 254, 255. 259, 266, 275, 324, 

331,  376,  399, 425, 428, 433, 438, 455, 461, 464, 479, 598, 616, 620, 724, 736-738 

Movements  of 67 

Orders  for  movements 58,186,186,200,378,614 

Monitors.    Practical  working  of.    Report  of  David  D.  Porter ^ 600 

Montauk,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 431 

Montauk,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 696,723,740 

Montgomery.  J.  B.    For  correspondence,  see  Navy  yard.  Washing  Urn,  D.  C, 
Commandant  of, 

Montgomery.  Robert.    Mentioned 227 

Montgomery.  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Jannary  13-15, 1865 . .  443, 561, 562 
Attack  upon  ride  pits  near  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  January  29, 1865  ..       713 

Mentioned 40, 

137,  14 1,  193, 246, 248, 399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 498, 514, 538, 545, 598, 723, 737 

Orders  for  movements 66,251,384 

MontioeUo.  U.  8. 8. 

Abstract  log,  December  27, 28, 1864 385 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25. 1864 341 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865..  443, 560, 561 

Cushing,  William  B.,  ordered  to  command 384 

Mentioned 39,45,86, 

99,  141,  154,  193,  197,  246, 254, 255, 353, 399, 416, 426, 437, 455, 598, 723, 737 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  andSmith- 

ville,  N.C 618-628 

Orders  for  movements 421,703 

Moody.  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 679,689 

Moody,  WilUanL    Mentioned. 142,193,400,599,724 

Moore, .    Mentioned 693 

Moore.  Captain.    Mentioned 744 

Moore.  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 795 

Mentioned 671,690,753,783 

Moore.  Stephen.    Mentioned 470 

Moran.  Charles.    Mentioned 547 

Moran.  James.    Mentioned 489 

Moran.  Patrick.    Mentioned 517,584 

Morgan.  Ben.    See  Ben  Morgan ,  U,  S.  ship, 

Morgan.  Nathaniels.    Mentioned 21.334 
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Mitchell,  J.  K. — Continned.  Pag«. 

Correspondence  with 

Foreman,  Ivey 748,765 

Goodwyn,M.P 76^810 

Graves, C.J 770,810 

Harrison,  W.D 688 

Howard,  J 762 

Hndgin8,A.6 808 

Kell,  J.  Mcintosh 673,689,804 

Kennon,  B 778 

Layton,  J.T 811 

Lee,G.W.C 663 

Lee,  R.E 747,765,780,804 

Lee,  S.  S . .  664, 752. 753, 761, 766, 771, 773, 775, 781, 784, 794, 795, 800, 802, 810, 811 

McBlair,W 811 

McLaren,  George 788 

Mason,  Charles  T 789 

Meads,  James 771 

Mimgan,J.F 782,802 

Minor,  R.D .• 760,804 

Navy  Department,  C.  8 , 665,758,759,797,803,804 

Parker,  J.  H ^ 763 

Parker,  W.H 783 

Peters,  J.  A 811 

Pickett,  G.E 666,668,749,772-774,777,805,806^808 

Rains,  Gabriel  J 748 

Read,C.W 683,752,797,810 

Rohh,R.G 783.811 

Rootes,  Thomas  R 768,793 

Scott,  H.H 811 

Shepperd,F.E 677, 689,  (»91, 769, 782, 788 

Shepperd,  F.  E.,  et  al 795 

Shippoy,W.F 780 

Skinner,  E.  C  811 

Smith,  F.W 805,808 

Smith,  G.W 806,810 

Smith,  P.  W 687,688,807,810 

Stevens,  W.H 753,790,791 

Trigg,  Daniel 793 

Tucker,  L.M 763 

Turner,  James 811 

Wall,  W.H 678,692 

Webb,  William  A 748 

Wharton,  A.  I) 764,769,774,795 

Williamson,  John  A.  G 810 

Wilson,  Jos.  D 682,691 

Wilson,  William  F 760 

Mentioned 101,382,690,754,755,790 

Reports  of. 

James  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in .  749-751, 757, 759, 771, 778, 790,  796, 798 
Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.     Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 18G5 663, 668-673 

Mobjack  Bay,  Virginia.    Captures  made  in.     Reports  of 

Campbell,  D.A 59 

Porter,  David  D 5g 
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insemond,  U.  S.  S.  Pace- 
Abstract  log,  January  13-15,  1865 573 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 350 

Captures  made  by v 130 

Mentioned 40,50,128,141,193,221,242,243, 

264,  ^5,  265, 331, 399, 416, 428, 429, 437, 455, 535, 567, 572, 599, 723, 737, 739 
Ocoapation  of  Confederate  works  at  month  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 

ville,  N.C 61^-628 

insemond  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in.     Report  of  John  Gnest 184 

ishviUe,  Tenn.    U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorising  trade  at . .      113 
ivy  Department,  C.  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Gayle,K.H 621,623 

MafBtt,J.  N 769,776 

Mitchell,  J.  K 663, 665, 668, 669, 750, 757-759, 771, 778, 790, 796-798, 803, 804 

Pinkney,R.P 372 

Semmes,  R 784 

Wood,  John  Taylor 667 

Report  of  operations  from  April  30  to  November  5, 1864 754 

ivy  Department,  U.  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Baker,  F.  H 626 

Barnes,  J.  S 103 

Beaumont,  J.  C 125,157 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B 138 

Colhoun,E.  R 146 

Dennison,  William  E 182 

Farragut,  D.G 646 

Fox,G.V 713 

Gelett,Jo8.8 700 

Glisson,  O.  8 44 

Godon,8.W 58 

Grant,  U.  8 891,392,635,721,722 

Guest,  John 80 

Harrell,A.D 123 

Herrick,  E 60 

Howell,  J.  C 197 

Kilty,  A.  H 694 

Lamson,  R.  H 137 

Lanman,  Joseph 616,638,640,641,648,697,703,704,717 

Lundt,W.  O 6 

Macomb,  W.  H 11,12,27,416 

Magaw,  8amnel 412 

Morris,  G.U 416 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 406, 412, 688, 639, 657 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of 605 

Nichols,  E.T 456,645 

Ord,E.O.C 707 

Porter,  D.  D 5, 

9,  12,  26,  31,  45,  49,  58,  60,  64,  72,  75, 79,  81, 94, 108-110, 113, 118, 119, 131, 
134, 136, 140, 143, 144, 157, 158, 160, 163, 182, 191, 195,  202, 227, 240, 253, 254, 
261-272, 287, 290, 385,  396, 406, 407, 411, 413, 421, 432-436, 444, 445, 448, 452, 
457. 458, 520,  600,  613,  618, 623, 631, 633, 658, 700, 702, 712, 714, 718, 721, 726 

Parker,  W.  A 637,642 

Pickering,  C.  W 518,521 

Pickering,  Thomas 384 
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Morgan,  Thomas.  Pagci 

Mentioned 652 

Report  of  raising  of  torpedo  boat  in  James  River 705 

Morris,  Commodore.    See  Commodore  Morris,  U.  8, 8, 

Morris,  Frank  B.    Mentioned 349 

Morris,  George  U.    Correspondence  with  Nayy  Department,  U.  8 416 

Morris,  John.    Mentioned 535,536 

Morris,  William.    Mentioned 794 

Morse,  U.8.S.    Mentioned 40,141,193,399,421 

Morshad,  Francis.    Mentioned , 547 

Morton,  J.  F.    Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 393 

Mosher,  William.    Mentioned 647 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  24, 25,  1864 342 

Mentionetl 29,30,40,141,193,246,265,399,598,723 

Mount  W^ashington,  U.S.8.    Mentioned 40,141,193,399,598,632,723 

Mow^ry,  Qeorge.    Mentioned 424 

Moyler,  James  E.    Mentioned 690 

Mulfbrd,  Abraham  B.    Mentioned 39,192,398,597,722 

Mulina,  Peter.    Mentioned 689 

Mulkeen,  Michael.    Mentioned 57I 

Mullan,  Horace  E.    Mentioned 290,489 

Mullen,  Joseph.    Mentioned 497 

MulUn,  Anthony  T.B.    Mentioned 226,227,239,244,254 

Munn,  Andrew.    Mentioned 508 

Munn,Daniel.    Mentioned 365,368 

Munroe,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 489 

Murdaugh,  John  W.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 767 

Murphy,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 4&4 

Murphy,  James.    Mentioned 689 

Murphy,  John  D.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Finher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15,  1865 546 

Murphy,  Patrick.    Mentioned 812 

Murphy,  William.     Mentioned 552 

Murray,  Captain.     Mentioned 745 

Murray,  Daniel.    Mentioned 174 

Murray,  Patrick.    Mentioned 489 

Myers, .    Mentioned 451 

Myers,  Henry.    Mentioned 490 

Myers,  J.  G.    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Jan- 
uary 13-15,  1865 506 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 3<)9, 598,  710, 723 

Orders  for  movements 44 

Nagle,  Augustus  F.    Mentioned 626 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S. 

Bell,  Thomas  P.,  appointed  to  command 765 

I^utt,  Walt-er  R.,  appointed  to  relieve  Thomas  P.  Bell  of  command  of. ..  772, 773 

lnf(»rmatiou  received  from  deserter  concerning 102 

List  of  officers  of 692 

Mentioned 102,206,382, 

665,  667,  669,  671, 672, 674, 675, 679, 681, 683, 686, 687, 693, 750, 751, 754, 774 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.     See  also,  TrenVn  Reachy    Firffinia, 
Attempted  patsnage  of  ohntruotions  in,  hy  Confederate  Siiuadron,  Jan- 
uary  23  and  t4,  18G6. 
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2¥ew  Berne,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned 40,141,157,193,399,599,723 

— **       Movements  of 69 

^--firaw Hampshire,  U.S.  8.    Mentioned 396 

^^Ifew  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.    See  Wilmington,  N,  C,     Blockade  of, 

'—         £xx>edition  in.    Report  of  Samnel  Hall 30 

"^  -        Rolando,  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  of  cotii- 

--  mandat 389 

^ —         Correspondence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  senior  naval  officer  in 195 

—  New'lronaidea,  U.  S.  S. 

•—         Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-26, 1864 275 

—  Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 461 

—  Condition  of 414,616 

—  Mentioned 40,141,193, 

_  200, 225, 243, 246, 248,  252,  254, 255, 257. 265, 274, 277, 279, 285, 289, 292, 296, 

^  298, 303, 310, 314, 319, 323, 324, 328,  331, 341, 342, 344, 345, 350, 352, 362, 366, 

367, 373, 374, 376,  399, 425, 426, 429, 432, 433, 434, 438, 440, 445, 453, 462, 466, 
468, 470, 476, 478, 484, 487, 490, 491, 493, 505, 506,  519, 526, 56&-567, 569, 570, 
594, 596, 599, 602, 628,  637-643,  646, 657,  698»  708>  710, 719, 724, 734, 736-739 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia 649 

Orders  for  movements 199,608,609 

Ne'wman,  L.  How^ard. 

f  Mentioned 40,141.193,265,391,399,599,627,723 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.    Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  month  of 625 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  25,  1864 279 

New^  Orleana,  La.    U.  8.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at.      113 

Newton,  Thomaa  W.    Mentioned 744 

New^  7ork,  Governor  oil    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 459, 460 

New  7ork,  U.  8.  District  Judge  o£    Mentioned 139 

New  york  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy —Regiments:  13th,  660;  16th,  115. 
Infantry— Regiments:  142d,  260, 367 ;  147th,  515, 583. 

NiohoUa,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 537 

Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Ludlow,  B.C 69 

Morgan,  Thomas 706 

Parker,  W.  A 642 

Porter,  D.D 4,28^41,44,53,55,74,75 

Radford,  W 704 

Sheer,  Thomas  W 152 

Simmons,  J.  W 706 

Mentioned 39,72,141,193,399,598,637,638,651,655,723 

Reports  of. 

Coal.    Measures  for  supplying 419 

DntchGap,  Va.    Cutting  of  canal  at 46,66 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.    Affairs  in 395 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  o£^  January  13-15, 1865: .      456 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in 61,72-74,76,194 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by  Confederate  squadron, 

January  23and24,  1865 645 

Feasibility  of  passing  obstructions  in 47 
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Navy  Department,  U.  8. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

President,  U.  S 3 

Preston,  S.W ^ 260 

Radford,  WiUiam 616,639,645,646,698,708,710 

Rhind,A.  C , 237 

Rodgers,  John 198,204 

Smith,  Frank a4 

Spioer,  William  F 191 

Steedman,  Charles 29,544 

Temple,  William  6 488 

Thatcher,  H.K 631 

Trenchard,  S.  D 75 

Truxtun,W.  T 42 

Upshur,  J.  H 626 

Wade,  B.  F 604 

War  Department,  U.  8 402 

Wells,  F.S 8 

Werden,  Reed 29 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 
Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.  V 694 

Grant,  U.  S 639 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 406,412,638,  6:«,a>7 

Pickering,  C.  W 61.S 

Porter,  D.  D Ill,  183, 189,390,393,  lilll 

Wise,  H.  A 217 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fishor,  N.  C .     Preparations  for  second  attack  upon 411 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in 718 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 6,67 

Navy  yard,  Waahington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of    Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S (»r> 

Neal,  Eliza.    See  Eliza  Neal,  Schooner. 

Neil,  John.    Mentioned 227 

Neil,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned 514 

Neill,  C.  H.    Mentioned 562 

Nelson, .    Mentioned 380 

Nelaon,  Pilot.    Mentioned 157 

Nelaon,  Lawrence  J.    Mentioned 761,  78:^ 

Nelaon,  Thomas.    Mentioned 795 

Nemetz,  Otto.    Mentioned 553,554 

Nereua.  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 289-292 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865  ..  443,  488-491 

Mentioned 40, 141, 265, 353, 425, 427, 437, 455, 499, 512, 514, 575, 602,  724 

Movements  of 197, 198 

Orders  for  movements 605,606 

Neuae,  C.  8.  8.    Mentioned 754 

Nenae  River,   North  Carolina.    Operations  in.    Orders  and  instructions, 

David  D.  Porter 725 

See  also  New  Berne,  X,  C, 
New^  Berne,  N.  C. 
Protection  of 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 616, 617, 696, 697 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb 618 

CorresiK>ndence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  Henior  naval  oflScer  in 416 
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New  Berne,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned 40,141,157,193,399,599,723 

Movements  of 69 

New^  Hampshire,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 396 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.    See  Wilmington,  N.  C,     Blockade  of. 

Expedition  in.    Report  of  Samnel  Hall 30 

Rolando,  H.,  ordered  to  relieye  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  of  com- 
mand at 389 

Correspondence  uf  D.  D.  Porter  with  senior  naval  officer  in 195 

New'ironaidea,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 275 

Attack  on,  and  captnre  of,  Port  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 461 

Condition  of 414,616 

Mentioned 40,141,193, 

200, 225, 243, 246, 248,  252, 254, 255, 257. 265, 274, 277, 279, 285, 289, 292, 296, 
298, 303, 310, 314, 319, 323, 324, 328,  331, 341, 342, 344, 345, 350, 352, 362, 366, 
367, 373, 374, 376,  399, 425, 426, 429, 432, 433, 434, 438, 440, 445, 453, 462, 466, 
468, 470, 476, 478, 484, 487, 490, 491, 493, 505, 506,  519, 526, 56&-567, 569, 570, 
594, 596, 599, 602, 628,  637-643,  646, 657,  698, 708>  710, 719, 724, 734, 736-739 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia 649 

Orders  for  movements 199,608,609 

Ney^man,  L.  Ho^^ard. 

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,391,399,599,627,723 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.    Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  month  of 625 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  25,  1864 279 

New^  Orleans,  La.    U.  S.  I'reasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at.      113 

Ne^KTton,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 744 

New  York,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 459, 460 

New  York,  U.  S.  District  Judge  o£    Mentioned 139 

New^  York  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments:  13th, 660;  16th,  115. 
Infantry— Regiments:  142d,  260, 367 ;  147th,  515, 583. 

NichoUfl,  George.    Mentioned 537 

Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Ludlow,  B.C 69 

Morgan,  Thomas 706 

Parker,  W.  A 642 

Porter,  D.D 4,28,41,44,53,55,74,75 

Radford,  W 704 

Sheer,  Thomas  W 152 

Simmons,  J.  W 706 

Mentioned 39,72,141,193,399,598,637,638,651,655,723 

Reports  of. 

Coal.    Measures  for  supplying 419 

DutchGap,  Va.    Cutting  of  canal  at 46,66 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.    Affairs  in 395 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  captnre  ot,  January  lS-15, 1865?.      456 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in ^13-74^76^194 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at^  hy  CfoM 

January  23  and  24,  1865 i.. 

Feasibility  of  pawing  obstonofeions  in^^ 
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Ofceola,  ir.  S.  8.  f« 

AtUrkon  Fort  Fither,  N.  C,  December  34-25, 1864 S3&^ 

Attack  on,  and  captare  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Janaary  13-15, 1805 5i^% 

ChaHe  of  blockade  ranners 4l'l 

Cbaeeof  C. 8. 8. Tallahassee,  November  7, 1864 J 

Mentioned 40,54,88,98,99,141,193,346,254-256,265,330,345,^1 

399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 471, 474, 490, 602, 548, 509, 700-702, 705, 715, 721 15 1 

Orders  for  movements - issj 

Otis.  William  H.    Mentioned © 

Otley,  William.    Mentioned I*' 

Otaego.  U.  8. 8. 

Mentioned IL  | 

12, 14, 21, 26, 40, 92, 98, 141, 160-165, 168, 109,  171, 172, 174-178, 180, 1811S 
Operations  at,  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  29-November  1,  1864. .  17-li' 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River z 

8inking  of.    See  Rainbow  Bluff,  N,  C.    ExpediUan  <igain9t,  Decembtr  9-28, 
1S64, 

Ottiwell,  William    Mentioned 39,192,398,597,72:: 

Overton,  Caleb  O.    Mentioned 41* 

Owl,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 745,  TTB 

Orders  to  J.  N.  Maffitt  concerning 789,771 

Paine,  Charlea  J.    Mentione<l 77,480,577,578,587-590 

Paine,  Jamea  Q.    Mentioned 470, 5(0,514 

Palmer,  Mr.    Mentioned 74; 

Palmer,  Innia  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  «.F U4 

Porter,  D.  D 36 

|lll  Mentioned 57,65,95,115,144,152,163,180 

Parker,  B.  S.    Mentioned $41 

Parker,  Fozhall  A.     Mentioned .• 409^  633, S12 

Parker,  Francis  S.     Mentioned 741^  743^  7?^ 

Parker,  Oeorge  D.     Mentioned 3^ 

Parker,  James. 

Mentioned 39,99, 10(),  141,  ;«)2,  446-448,  4.55,474,  492-494,  512-614, 523, 553 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.     Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1861 299 

Fort   Fisher,   N.  (;.     Attiick   upon,   and   capture  of,   .January    13-15, 

1865 495-502 

Parker,  John  H. 

Munt  ioned 692  781 

Roi>ort  of  raining  of  srhooncr  Gallego 7t3 

Parker,  W.  H.     Mentioned 576 

Parker,  "William.     MentioniMl 54I 

Parker,  William  A. 

AssunieH  command  of  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.        81 
Corresimndence  with 

Holknap,  (i.  E 147,148 

Colhoun,  K.  U 145,147 

Gibbon,  .John 633,634 

Grant,  U.S 636 

Graves,  G.W 143 

Hays,  Peter 599,600 

Henderson,  Alex 147 

Lynch,  D 634 
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Parker,  William  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 637 

Nichols,  E.T 194,642 

Peake,  John  L 147 

Porter,  D.  D 90, 103,  111,  116, 120, 135, 151, 153, 155, 156, 190, 395, 644, 658 

Potter,  Edward  E 148 

Rawlins,  J.  A 632 

Snmner,  G.Watson 647 

WandeU,  M.E 206 

Conrt-martial  of 662 

Mentioned 40,78,141,144.146,147,186,190, 

193,  395,  399, 415, 420, 599, 635, 637, 638, 643, 644, 646, 650-654, 657, 662, 663 

Relieved  of  command  in  James  River 637,638 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.    Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with, 

November  29,  1864 106 

December  5,  1864 145 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in 45, 

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188, 199, 204, 379-383, 400, 412 
Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865. . .  632-634, 642, 644, 655 
Parker,  177illiam  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 783 

Mentioned 754,758 

Parka,  TVilliam  P.    Mentioned 522,523 

Parriah,  Qeor^e'W,    Mentioned 158 

Parxiah,  Lewia.    Mentioned 160,671,678,691,783 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 186,198,614 

Mentioned 39, 141, 193, 259, 265, 399, 438, 456, 461, 598, 602, 724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 276 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack    upon,   and    capture    of,  January  13-15, 

1865 462,463 

Parry,  Cyrua  B.    Mentioned 40,142 

Paraona'  Battery.    See  Battery,  ParBons,  Fa, 

Paacoe,  Richard.    Mentioned 689 

Patapaco,  U.S. 8.    Mentioned 628 

Patchin,  OrrlnB.    Mentioned 322 

Patrick  Henry,  C.S.8.    Mentioned 380,754,758,783 

Patterson,  ThomaaH.    Mentioned 39,141 

Patterson,  TVilliam.    Mentioned 794 

Paulding,  Hiram.    Mentioned 197,613 

PaulJonea,  U.S.8.    Mentioned 544 

Pawtuxet,  U.  S.  8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 323 

Attack  on,  and  ca})tnre  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1865 486 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 54,85 

Mentioned 40,88, 

141,  193,  246, 254, 265, 328, 330, 400, 426, 427, 437, 455, 599, 705, 715, 723, 737 

Orders  for  movements 387 

Payne,  Henry.    Mentioned 322 
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Osceola,  U.  S.  S.  ftp. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 83&^ 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-16, 1885 549-551 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 41,?; 

Cbaseof  C.  S.  S. Tallahassee,  November  7, 1864 53 

Mentioned 40, 54, 86, 98, 99, 141, 193, 246, 254-256,  265, 330, 345,  SJ€. 

399, 426, 437, 442, 455, 471, 474, 490, 502, 548, 599, 700-702,  705,  715, 723,  T^' 

Orders  for  movements 4^385 

Otis,  William  H.    Mentioned 626 

Otley,  "William.    Mentioned 18 

Otaego.  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 11, 

12, 14, 21, 26, 40, 92, 98, 141, 160-165, 168, 169, 171, 172, 174-178, 180, 181, 193 
Operations  at,  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  29-November  1,  1864..  17-19 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River _,       71 

Sinking  of.    See  Rainbow  Bluffs  N,  C.    Expedition  againai,  December  9~S8f 
1864, 

Ottiwell,  William.    Mentioned 39,192,398,597,723 

Overton,  Caleb  O.    Mentioned 41g 

Owl,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 745,770 

Orders  to  J.  N.  Mafifitt  concerning 789,776 

Paine,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 77,480,577,578,587-590 

Paine,  James  G.    Mentioned 470, 502^  514 

Palmer,  Mr.    Mentioned 747 

Palmer,  Imiis  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  B.F 114 

Porter,  D.  D 26 

Mentioned 57,65,95,115,144,152,163,180 

Parker,  E.  8.    Mentioned 641 

Parker,  Fozhall  A.    Mentioned .• 409,633,642 

Parker,  Francis  S.    Mentioned 741,  743, 786 

Parker,  OeorgeD.    Mentioned 368 

Parker,  James. 

Mentioned 39, 99, 100, 141, 302, 446-448, 455, 474, 492-494, 512-514, 523, 553 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1861 299 

Fort  Fisher,   N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 

1865 495-502 

Parker,  John  H. 

Mentioned 692,781 

Report  of  raising  of  schooner  Gallego ....      763 

Parker,  W.  H.    Mentioned 576 

Parker,  William.    Mentioned 541 

Parker,  "William  A. 

Assumes  command  of  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.        81 
Correspondence  with 

Belknap,  G.E 147,148 

Colhoun,  E.  R 145,147 

Gibbon,  John 633,634 

Grant,  U.S 636 

Graves,  G.W 143 

Hays,  Peter 599,600 

Henderson,  Alex 147 

Lynch,  D 634 
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^.  Plokering,  Charles  177.  Page. 

^'         CorreBpondenee  with 

Navy  Department,  IT.  8 520 

^  Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  CommaDdattt  of ^ 613 

"^  Portor,  D.D ^ 378 

Mentioned 40,42,142,193,265,400,437,519,520,599,724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 308 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  518-522 
r    Piokerlng,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 39,140,192,899 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  8. 8.  Fort  Douelson 384 

'    Picket  Boat  No.  1,  *  U.  6.    Mentioned 40y  141, 192, 398, 597, 632, 652, 656, 723 

;     Picket  Boat  Na  2,  t  U.S.    Mentioned.... .* 141,192,398 

(See  also  Basf^ly,  U,  A  S.) 
Picket  Boat  No.  3,tU.  8.    Mentioned... .... .  ...v ......  40, 141, 199,399,632,598,723 

Picket  Boat  No.  4,  J  U.  S.    Mentioned 40, 120, 141, 192, 399, 598, 723 

Picket  Boat  No.  5J|  U.  8.    Mentioned 40, 141, 188, 192, 399^  698, 632, 652, 656, 723 

Picket  Boat  No.  6,  f  U.  8.    Mentioned 40, 72, 141, 194, 400, 599, 632, 723 

Picket  Launch  No.  3,  U.  8. 

Mentioned 723 

Movements  of 718 

Orders  for  movements 629 

Picket  Launch  No.  4.  U.  8.    Mentioned 141, 193, 399, 598, 642, 645, 653, 656 

Picket  Launch  No.  5,  U.  8. 

Correspondence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  commanding  officer  of 104 

Mentioned 122-124,141,160,161,193,399,598,723 

Movements  of ^ 79 

Orders  for  movements 104 

Picket  Launch  No.  6,  U.  8. 

Mentioned 141,148,193,399,598,723 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 

ville,  N.  C 61&-628 

Orders  for  movements 158,390 

Pickett,  Charles.    Mentioned 663,805,806 

Pickett,  G^eorge  E. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 966, 668, 749, 772-774, 777, 805, 806, 808 

Mentioned 149, 380, 663, 666, 672, 761, 762, 773, 778-780, 790, 804 

Pierce,  Prank  A.    Mentioned 488 

Pieraon,  Alexander.    Mentioned 483 

Pierson,  177.  EL    Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fifliher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15,  1865 488 

Pile,  Jtones.    Mentioned 322 

Pinkney,  Robert  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Archer 364 

Bragg,  B 364,788 

Chapman,  R.  T 372 

Gift,  G.  W 767 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 757,768,776,786,788 

Mentioned 288,363,365,740,746,754,786 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C . ,  December  24-25, 1864 372 

*  Known  alao  m  U.  8.  S.  Alpha.  §  Known  aIm  m  U.  8.  B^  Delte. 

t  Known  alao  aa  J.  E.  Basely  and  U.  S.  S.  Beta.  ||  Known  alao  aa  IT.  S.  S.  Bpailon. 

:  Known  also  aa  U.  8.  S.  Gamma.  TT  Known  alao  aan.S.S.Zeta. 

N  W  B — VOL  11 56 
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Peake,  John  L.    Reports  of.  Pagec 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  npon,  and  capture  of,  Jannary  13-15,  1865 467 

Saagos,  U.  S.  S.    Iigories  to,  resnlting  from  engagements  with  Battery, 

Dantzler,  Va 144,147 

Pennsnpaoker,  Galusha.    Mentioned 589,590 

Penaacola,  Fla.    Opening  of  port  of,  to  commercial  intercourse. 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  8 109 

United  States  Treasury  Department  circalar  anthorizing 113 

Pequot  U.  8. 8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N. C,  December  24-25, 1864 283,284 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865..  443, 478-482 

Captures  made  by 126 

Chase  of  blockade  runners g4 

Engagement  with  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C 630 

Mentioned 40,42,85-89,128,131,141,103,246,256,499, 

265,  399,  437, 442, 455, 473, 491, 561, 571, 599, 705, 708, 711, 723,  736,  738, 740 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  on  Smith's  Island,  North  Carolina 624 

Orders  for  movements 387 

Perquixnana  River,  North  Carolina.      Operations    in.      Report    of    Earl 

English 421 

Perry,  Andrew.    Mentioned 508 

Perry,  Commodore.     See  Commodore  Perry,  U,  S.  8, 

Perry,  Matthew  C.    Mentioned 730 

Perry,"Willi8  G.    Mentioned 502,506,508,509,514 

Peterkin,  177illiam.    Mentioned 39 

Peteraburg,  Steamer.    Mentioned 44 

Petera,  Herman. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 158, 390 

Mentioned 598,723 

Petera,  Hubert.    Mentioned 514,553,554 

Peters,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 811 

Mentioned 691 

Peters,  William  H.    Mentioned 621,622,770 

For  correHpondence  see  Xavy  Department,  C.  S, 

PetreL    See  Stormy  Petrel,  Steamer, 

Pettit,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned 341 

Report  of  removal  of  torpedoes  from  New  Inlet,  N.  C 197 

Phelon,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 39,140,192,194,399,598,723 

Phelps,  Charles.    See  Charles  Phelps,  U,  S,  ship, 

Phelps,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Gorgas,  Albert  C 537 

Porter,  D.  D 614 

Mentioned 437,  455 

Philadelphia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  10,  1864 422-425 

Mentioned 410 

Order  for  recapture  of 711 

Philadelphia  Press.    Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox 204 

Phillippa,  Adrian.    Mentioned 294,509 

Phlox.  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 40, 47, 141, 188, 193, 399, 599, 723 

Phythian,  Robert  L.    Mentioned 275 
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Pa«e. 

ope,  LemueL    Mentioned 557 

oplar  Point,  N.  C.    Engagement  at.     See  Rainbow  Bluff,  N,  C,    J^xpedition 
4igaiMi. 

oppy.  U.S.S.    Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,723 

orter,  BeojaminH.    Mentioned 399, 

435, 442, 447-449, 451, 467, 498, 500, 527, 528, 660, 673, 581, 598, 738, 739 

ortor,  Carlisle  P.    Mentioned 448,560 

orter,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 691 

orter,  D.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A 95,202,392,413 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 188 

Alden,  James 317,318,468,607 

AUen,F.B 189 

Ammen,  Daniel 82,98,100,112,198,309,469,470,606 

Arey,  Henry 5,36,52,89 

Amold,H.N.T 176 

Baker,  F.H 117,383 

Balch,J.W 34,56,80,87,343 

Barnes,  J.  S 631,695,720 

Beanmont,J.C 64,200,319,320,522 

Belknap,  George  E 4,69,186,198,277,464,607 

Bennett,  J.  W 615 

Bemey,  A 9 

Berrien,  J.  M 67 

Blake,  Homer  C 650,651 

Bradford,  J.  S 229 

Braine,D.  L 84,126,283,284,387,478,481,482,624,630 

Breese,K.  B 224,388,446,449,451 

Brooks,  John  A.  J 169 

Brown,  James 386 

Bniner,E.  D 48,89 

BnUer,  B.  F 96, 103, 114, 135, 142, 150, 191, 196,224,249,250,252 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B 596 

Campbell,  D.  A 48,59 

Chandler,  R 316,484 

Chase,  Whitman 219 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B 4,41,53,87,336,338,393,549,606,699,701 

Colhoun,  E.  R 146,276,467,604 

Corbin,  T.  G 190 

Crafts,  S.  P.-... 201,344 

Cashing,  W.B 384,660,624,703,725 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 426,615,628 

Davis,  J.  L 46,70,117,219,220,339,551 

Dawson,  L.  L 676 

Dennison,  W.  E 38,88,183,196,386,720 

Devens,  E.  F 420 

Dove,  B.M 112,136,201 

Dnnn,  Thomas  C 561,562 

Faucon,  E.  H 66,251,384 

Febiger,  J.  C 104 

Fox,  G.  V 28,68,77,78,81,116,119,120,124,134,142,182,184,190,207 

Frailey,J.M 111,327,534,536,604,606 

Frost,  G.W 630,708 

Fyffe,J.  P 617 
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PishoD,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 193,400,599,734 

Pitch  Landing,  N.  'C.    Expedition  to,  December  2-^,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Chicopee,  December  3, 1864-March  5, 1865 123 

Orders  and  instmctions,  W.  H.  Macomb 121 

Reports  of 

Harrell,  A.  D 121-123 

Macomb,  W.  H 121 

Place,  Francis  L.    Mentioned 691 

Plimly,  George.    McDtioned 517 

Plymoath,  N.  C. 

Capture  of,  October  29-Noyember  1,  1864. 

Advancement  of  W.  H.  Macomb  recommended  for  distingnished  con- 

dnct 27 

Congratalatory    letter    fh>m    Navy    Department,  U.   S.,  to    W.    H. 

Macomb 27 

Orders  and  instmctions. 

Macomb,  W.  H 25 

Porter,  David  D 26 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.N.  T 17 

Barrett,  G.  W 34 

Barton,  Philip  H 16 

Campbell,  Robert 23 

Carpenter,  Thomas 20 

Duer,  Rufus  K 15 

English,  Earl 19^20 

Harrison,  William  H 16 

Hopkins,  George 24 

Josselyn,  Francis 22 

Macomb,  W.  H 11^  12-15 

Porter,  David  D 12, 26 

Quayle,  Thomas  E 25 

Stuart,  Alex.  C 24 

Tnixtun,  W.  T 21 

Operations  at. 

Onlers  and  instmctions,  David  D.  Porter 104^  105 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb 57,64,697 

See  also  lioanoke  Rivera  North  Carolina, 

Poiudezter,  Carter  B.    Mentioned 754 

Polley,  James  H.     Mentioned 535),  540 

PontooBuc,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C . ,  December  24-25, 1864 285-287 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865  ...  443, 486-488 

Mentioned I93 

254,  255,  265, 330, 400, 425, 427, 428, 437, 442, 455, 575, 599,  705, 715. 723 

Orders  for  movements 198^  3jit7 

Pool,  Addison.    Mentioned 279 

Poole,  C.  C.    Mentioned 159, 160,418 

Poole,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned 354 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 354 

Poole,  J.  W.    Mentioned 158 

Poole,  Meredith.    Mentioned 856 

Pope,  Ezra  P.     Mentioned 519 

Pope,  Henry.    Mentioned I59 
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Sorter,  D.  D. — Continaed.  Page. 

Correiipoodenee  with 

President  U.S 459 

Preston,  8.  W 228 

RadfOTd,  WUHam 199,200,252,275,414,461,608,649,719 

Ramssy,  F.  M 82,280 

Renshaw,  B.T , 617 

Reynolds,  Jolin  G 585 

Rhind,A.C 218,222,224,226 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of ,. 460,461 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B 136,199,324,539,614 

Roatb,W.D 390 

Rodgers,J 719 

Rolando,  H 63,386,389,421,614 

8ands,B.P 7,185,331,378,379,409,547,603,642,719 

Schenck,  James  Pindlay 184, 304, 531-5ai,  609 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O 68,128,288,476-478 

Sheer,  T.W 217 

SheldoD,  George  D 106 

Sheldon,  William  B 393,720 

Sherman,  William  T 888,408,397,612 

Sioard,  Montgomery 315,485 

Smith,  B.P 702 

Smith,  Prank 88,201 

Smith,  Melancton 307,308,609,517,611,698 

Spioer,W.P 378,603,719 

Spott8,J.H 54,85,387 

Steedman,  Charles 46,327,329,541,614 

Stuart,  Fred.  D 6 

Stndley,IraB 83 

Tarr,  Robert 456 

Taylor,  William  Rogers 321 

Temple,  William  G 285,287,387,486 

Terry,  Alfred  H 431,586,613 

Thatcher,  H.K 49,298-296^606,607,609,611,698 

Trenchard,S.D 83,118,186,340,557 

Truxtun,W.T 117. 136, 225>  334, 335, 471, 473 

Upshur,  J.H 41,200,346,568 

Vanderbilt,  Aaron 112 

Walker,  John  G 47,189,202 

War  Department,  U.  S 458 

Watmough,P.  G 31, 

37, 38, 66, 70, 86, 92, 124, 154, 217, 220, 225, 284, 383, 478, 628, 699, 705, 711 

Weaver,  A.  W 10,338,889,466,606 

Webb,  F.  R 62 

West,  W.  C 249,597,695 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Senior  officer  off 56, 221 

Wetmore,H.8 45 

White,  E.W .' 627 

Williams,  J.  M 386 

Wise,  U.  A 124,232 

Wood,  Ben •. 365,356 

Woodward,  T.J 190 

Young,  George  W 50,127,131,151,390,416,554,556 

General  orders 37,91,116,246-247,2481,262,401,426-4^,458,459,615 
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Porter,  D.  D. — Continaed.  PigcL 

Correspondence  with 

Garfield,  W.H 49 

aii88on,0.  8 28^30, 42, 62, 85, 117, 185, 332, 833, 378, 879,  429,  430, 546*603 

Godon,  8.W 325,534,608 

Goodwin,  E.  8 627 

Grant,  U.  8 110,155,394^401,404,406 

Green,  F.M 573,700,720 

Gregory,  F.H 143 

Guest,  John 84, 117, 186, 390, 5«3, 607, 629 

Hall,  Samuel 38 

Hampton  Beads,  Virginia,  Senior  naval  officer 401, 644 

Harris,  T.  A 614 

Harris,  T.C 812-^14,482 

Howell,J.  C 289,290,488,606 

Huse,  Samuel 129,861 

Kemhle,  Edmund - 33 

Kerens,  J.  H 717 

Key8er,E.  S 378 

King,F.T 407 

Lams<m,  B.  H 54,97,345,570 

Lwiman,J 196,297,299,301,491,492,404,508,504,610,643,724 

Lay,  J.  L 185 

Leonard,  George 152 

Lowry,  E.B 10 

MacDiarmid,  J 108,858,354,574,617 

McMaster,  James 540 

Macomh,  W.  H 9,26,50,55,57,00,64,65,69,72, 

79,82, 83, 92, 93, 95, 98, 105, 115, 121, 139, 144, 152. 160, 163-165, 167, 172, 174, 
177,  187,  387,  391, 407, 410, 414, 417, 421, 422, 424, 425, 616, 618, 696, 697, 725 

Manning,  Edward 56 

Mellaoh,  E 166,392,898 

Miot,  Ede  (Paul  Emile) 157 

Morton,  J.  F 393 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 76,81,84,108-110, 

119, 134, 157, 182, 240, 396, 407, 411, 421, 457, 458, 613, 631, 633, 712,  721 
Navy  yard,  Norfolk, Va.,  Commandant  of . .  Ill,  183, 189, 890, 893, 411, 629,  718 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  Senior  naval  officer  at 416 

New  Inlet,  N.  C,  Senior  naval  officer  off 195 

Newman,  L.  H 625 

New  York,  Governor  of 469,460 

Nichols,  E.T 4,28,41,44,46,47,53,55,61,66,72-76,395,419 

Nickels,  J.  F 10 

Palmer,  I.N 26 

Parker,  James 497, 502 

Parker,  William  A 45,81,90,97,101,103,106,111,116,120,135, 

145,  151,  153,  155,  156, 188, 190, 199,  379, 395, 400, 412, 632, 633, 644, 655, 658 

Parrott,  E.  G 186,198,276,462,463 

Peake,  John  L 144 

Peters,  Herman 158,390 

Pettit,  C.A 197 

Phelps,  Thomas  S 537,614 

Pickering,  C.W 308,378 

Picket  Launch  No.  5,  Commanding  officer  of 104 

Porter,  J.  H 350 

Potter,  E.E 185,198,205,278,279,654 
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Porter,  D.  D. — Continaed.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

President  U.S 459 

Preston,  S.W 228 

Radford,  WiUiaiB 199,200,252,275,414,461,608,649,719 

Ramsay,  P.  M 82,280 

Renshaw,  R.T , 617 

Reynolds,  John  G 585 

Rhind,A.C 218,222,224,226 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of 460,461 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B 136,199,324,539,614 

Roath,W.D 390 

Rodgers,J 719 

Rolando,H 63,386,389,421,614 

Sands,B.P 7,185,331,378,379,409,547,603,642,719 

Schenck,  James  Findlay 184, 304, 531-5ai,  609 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O 68,128,288,476-478 

Sheer,  T.W 217 

Sheldon,  George  D 106 

Sheldon,  WilUam  B 393,720 

Sherman,  William  T 388,408,397,612 

Sioard,  Montgomery 315,485 

Smith,  B.P 702 

Smith,  Frank 88,201 

Smith,  Melancton 807,808,609,517,611,698 

8picer,W.P 378,603,719 

8potts,J.H 54,85,387 

Steedman,  Charles 46,327,329,541,614 

Staart,  Fred.  D 6 

Studley,IraB 83 

Tarr,  Robert 456 

Taylor,  William  Rogers 321 

Temple,  William  G 285,287,387,486 

Terry,  Alfred  H 431,586,613 

Thatcher,  H.K 49, 293-295^  505, 607, 509, 611, 698 

Trenchard,S.D 83,118,186,340,557 

Truxtun,W.T 117,136,225,334,335,471,473 

Upshur,  J.H 41,200,346,568 

Vanderbilt,  Aaron 112 

Walker,  John  G 47,189,202 

War  Department,  U.  S 458 

Watmongh,P.  G 31, 

37, 38, 66, 70, 86, 92, 124, 154, 217, 220, 225, 284, 383, 473, 628, 699, 705, 711 

Weaver,  A.  W 10,338,389,466,606 

Webb,  F.  R 62 

West,  W.  C 249,597,695 

Western  Bar,  Ci^e  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Senior  officer  off 56, 221 

Wetmore,H.S 45 

White,  E.W 627 

WiUiams,  J.  M 386 

Wise,  n.  A 124,232 

Wood,  Ben • 355,356 

Woodward,  T.J 190 

Young,  George  W 50,127,131,151,390,416,554,556 

General  orders 37, 91, 116, 245-247, 248, 252, 401, 425-428, 45&,4^^<^^& 
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Porter,  D.  D. — Continaed.  Pi|Cl 

Mentioned 3, 29, 58, 60, 68, 75, 85, 103, 109, 115,  U2, 166, 196-198, 205, 236-339, 

243, 244, 260, 269,  304, 333, 344,  347, 349, 357-359,  388,  391,  396,  403, 401, 409, 
412, 415, 418, 425, 431, 459, 460, 505, 514, 519-521,  545,  553, 558, 580, 587. 5®- 
591, 604, 605, 616, 631, 640, 646,  662, 698, 717, 723, 736,  739,  740,  747, 783,  lU 

Ordered  to  report  at  Navy  Department  as  a  member  of  a  naval  board 702 

ReiK>rt8  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram,  and  Southfield,  U.  S.  S.    Raifling  of  wrecks  of . . .       64 

Annie,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 31 

ArmHtrong,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  December  4, 1864 136 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.    Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1864 144 

Blenheim,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  January  25,  1865 700 

Blockade  runner.    Destruction  of,  December  27,  1864 335 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of gig^  623 

Operations  in 721 

Defenses,  Harbor 726 

"Double  enders."    Efficiency  of 714 

East  and  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons.    Vessels  ordered  to  duty 

in 718 

Ella,  Steamer.    Destruction  of,  December  6,  1864 131 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 253-260, 261-275, 287, 290, 360 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 .  432-445, 

448,452,457,463,520 

Explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near,  December  24, 1864 227, 240 

Preparations  for  attack  upon 124, 191 

Preparations  for  second  attack  upon 406,413 

Hampton  Boa<l8,  Virginia.    Movements  of  United  States  Tessels   to 

and  from 28,49,79,  134,143 

James  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in 72, 155 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  28,  1864 5, 9 

Monitors.     Practical  working  of 600 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  DiHposition  of  vessels.  39, 140, 3l»8, 597 

North  Carolina.    Opening  of  trade  in 113 

Petrel,  Blockade  runner.     Driving  ashore  of 195 

Plymouth,  N.  C.     Capture  of,  October  29-November  1,  1864 12,  26 

Prizes.    Capture  of 190 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.     J^xpedition  against,  December  9-28,  18(»4 160, 163 

Reliance  and  Littlo  Elmer,  Sloops.     Capture  of,  November  9,  1864  ...         58 

Saco,  U.S.  S.     Condition  of 202 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S.     Chase  of 60 

Theta,  U.  S.  tug.     Purchase  of 158 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.     Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  8([uadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 658 

Vixen,  British  steamer.     Capture  of,  December  1, 1864 118 

Wilmington,  N.  C.     Blockade  of 45 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to,  for  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C 458-460 

Special  orders 247,248,401,427,428,704.708 

Porter,  Henry  O.      Mentioned 326, 524 

Porter,  James.    Mentioned I59 

Porter,  James  H. 

Mentioned 40,128,141,193,265,399,437,455,699,723 

Report  of  chasing  ashore  of  steamer  Ella,  December  3,  1864 190 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at..       113 
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Page. 

Potomac  Flotilla.    Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in 407 

Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.D 185,198,205 

Wood,  G.  H 552 

Mentioned 193,259,265,399,437,455,598,724 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.    Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  De- 

cemberO,  1864 148 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-26,  1864 278,279 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 554 

Preparations  for  attack  upon 205 

Potter,  John.    Mentioned 17 

Powell,  Thomas.    Mentioned 293 

Power,  Low&  Co.    Mentioned 743,745 

Powers,  Frank  A.    Mentioned 514, 547 

Powhattan,  U.  8. 8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 304-306 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1865..  444,531-534 

Mentioned ^ 40,141,193,246,254,257, 

258, 265, 399, 426,  430, 437,  442, 453, 478,  480, 490, 535, 538,  599, 610, 724, 738 

Orders  for  movements 609 

France,  Gteorge.    Mentioned 545 

Pratt,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 659 

Pratt,  Nichols.    Mentioned 557 

Preble,  Edward  E.    Mentioned 326,524 

Preacott,  Gteorge  H.    Mentioned 537 

Prescott,  'William.    Mentioned 538 

President,  C.  8. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 754 

Wood,  J.  Taylor 667 

Mentioned 360,409,529,743 

President,  U.  8. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 3 

Porter,  D.D 459 

8enate,U.  S 27 

Mentioned 27,109,113,392,398,409,458,459,637,712 

Proclamation  by,  opening  to  commercial  intercoarse  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 

Fernandina,  and  Pensaoola 109 

Preston,  8amuel  W. 

Mentioned 226-228,  230,235,238,239,242,244,259,395,429,435,442, 

446-452, 457, 481, 498, 500, 50^  514, 515, 525, 527, 545, 546,  563,  570,  583, 739 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 260 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Explosion  of  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana  near,  December 

24,1864 228 

Price,  Pilot.    Mentioned 744 

Price,  Gteorge  T.    Mentioned 497,503 

Price,  Joseph.    Mentioned 754 

Prichett,  James  M.    Mentioned 141 

Pridgen,  Matthew  Washington,    Mentioned 363^3i8(&^^V 
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Priebe,  "William.    Mentioned 51g 

Prizes. 

Diaposition  of , ,.,,      702 

Measares  to  be  employed  in  case  of  injury  done  to  yeesels  or  cai^aes  ftfter 

surrender - 75 

Prometheus,  U.  8.  Army  transport.    Mentioned r-»-»^--      431 

Province,  (George.    Mentioned ,..      515 

Pryor,  William  H.  (?).    Mentioned ,...., , 778-780 

Packet,  JohnH.    Mentioned ^ 99 

Putnam,  General.    See  General  Puinanif  U,  S,  S. 

Pntt,  QeorgeP.    Mentioned 533,5^4 

Qvaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  16,  17,  1865 ,., ,.  ^ 5^3 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 331 

Captures  made  by , , 191 

Mentioned * 40,53^  UJ,  193,246, 

247, 254-256, 265, 330, 348,  a53,  359, 400, 436^  485>  &6d,  69%  718^  720,  724,  739 

Orders  for  movements 3fft<,  40S,  GQg  719 

Quayle,  Thomas  B.    Report  of  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,^  October  99-Noveni- 

berl,  1864 ,..,., 25 

Queen,  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned , 47g 

Orders  for  movements ^       455 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  8. 

Captures  made  by , •-, 13g 

Mentioned 40, 56, 136-140, 192, 246, 247, 3»9,  m,  437, 597, 596^  723,  738 

Orders  for  movements ,, .,,.   S05, 4,0H,696 

Radford,  WUUam. 

Correspondence  with 

Henderson,  Alex 7(J7 

Lay,J.L : , 654 

Navy  Department,  U.  S , , 708 

Nichols,  E.T 704 

Porter,  D.  D 199,200,252,608,719 

Kiimsey,  H.  B 704 

Mentioned ,  , 40, 

141, 193,  265,  399, 425, 432, 438,  153, 599, 637, 638, 640, 643, 646,  656,  703,  724 

Ordered  to  assume  command  of  James  Uiver  Division 639,645 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fislier,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 ^,, 275 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 461 

JauicH  River,  Virginia.    Operations  in ,.,.  698,704  710 

New  Ironsides,  V.  S.  8.     Condition  of ^  - , . .  414, 616 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.     Attempte<l  passage  of  obstmetions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .,. .  639, 646, 649 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 

Confederate  defeuscH  at.     Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb ,  ^. , 82 

Expedition  against,  December  9-28,  1864. 

Casualties 162,169,174,176 

Commuu  ications  from  Jones  Frankle 165)  167, 168, 170, 171 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Macomb,  W.  H , , 171 

Porter,  David  D 16g^  172 
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j^    liohmoud,  C.  8.  S. — Continned.  P«ga. 

*     Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.    QeeTrenfsReaeh,  Virginia.    Aiiempied 
passage  of  obsiruotUms  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  £S  and 
*■*  24, 1865. 

■•^      Protection  of,  against  torpedo  attack 759,764,770 

•--tUohmond,  Va.    Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at 754 

^-^HiddeU,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 547 

-— Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

—       Correspondence  with 

-^  Nichols,  8.  W 539 

im  Porter,  D.D 136,614 

^         Mentioned 40,141,193,265,400,437,454,599,724 

.^         Reports  of. 

_  Green  Cay.    Expedition  to 199 

_  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  apon,  December  24>25, 1864 324 

.  i  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 539 

Riley,  Gteorge  8.    Mentioned 514 

J    Riley,  John  (Landsman).    Mentioned 479-481 

Riley,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).    Mentioned 518 

\    Riley,  Joseph.    Mentioned 334,335 

Risley,  H.  H.    Circular  regarding  opening  of  trade 113 

Roanoke,  C.  8.  S. 

Condition  of 780,811 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning 102 

Mentioned 206,382,637,689,704,750,751,754,774 

Roanoke,  U.S. 8.    Orders  for  movements 694 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Confederate  defenses  of.    Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb 82 

Confederate  vessels  in 60,754,755 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  in. 
Communications  firom 

Grant,  U.  8 721 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 721,722 

Report  of  W.  H.  McComb 60 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in.    Report  of  W.  H.  Ma- 
comb        618 

Obstruction  of.    Report  of  W.H.Macomb 414 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  Jones  Frankle 93 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.N.T-.. 71 

Macomb, W.H 55,66,69,93 

Febiger,  John  C 711 

See  also  Plymouth^  N.  C;  Rainbow  Bluff,  X.  C, 
Roath,  Warrington  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 390 

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722 

Robb^  Robert  Q. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 783,811 

Mentioned 780 

Roberts,  J.  Du  Bose.    Mentioned 772 

Roberts,  James.    Mentioned 227 

Roberts,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 691 
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Read,  Charles  W.— Continued.  P^ 

Mentioned 382, 064, 689, 672, 673, 680, 693, 747-749, 782,  797-799, 803, 804, 8U 

Reports  of. 

James  River,  V  irgina.    Effect  of  freshets  on  obstmotiona  in 797 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obstraotions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 683 

Read,  William  W.    Mentioned 691 

Redden,  John.    Mentioned 538 

Redding^  John  "W.    Mentioned 536 

Redding,  William  H.    Mentioned - 535 

Reed,  Allen  V.    Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 

1864 323 

Reed,  DanieL    Mentioned 743 

Reed,  Peter.    Mentioned 508 

Reid,  E.  C.    Mentioned 744,745 

Reilley,  John.    Mentioned 18 

Reilly,  JameaH.    Mentioned 365,368,371,594 

Reinig^  Louis.    Mentioned 549 

Releaae,  U.  S.  bark.    Mentioned 40,141,193,399,400,723 

Reliance,  Sloop.    Capture  of 58,59 

Renahaw,  U.  S.  schooner.    Mentioned 40, 98, 141, 193, 400, 599, 723 

Renahaw,  R.  T. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 617 

Mentioned 39, 141, 193,  399, 598, 649, 723 

Republic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 390,437,599,723 

Orders  for  moyements 190^615 

Rejrnolda,  John  Q. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 585 

Mentioned 586 

Rhind,  Alexander  C. 
Correspondence  with 

LaiiiHon,  R.  H 450 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 237 

Porter,  D.D 218,222,224,225 

Mentioned 39, 

140, 192, 219-221, 225,  227,  229, 235, 241-244, 254, 255, 259, 298, 398,  597,  722 
Report  of  explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December 

24,186.4 226,230-232 

Rhoades,  William  W.    Mentioned 326,524-526 

Rhode  Island,  Gk>vemor  of.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 460. 461 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  J'ort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24, 1864 340 

Attack  oil,  and  capture  of, Fort  Fisher,  N. C,  January  13-15, 1865 ...  443,  557-560 

Captures  made  by 118 

Mentioned 40, 135, 141, 193, 246, 254,  255, 265, 292, 346,  400, 

426,  428,  437,  455,  545, 565, 599, 637, 638, 641, 643, 697, 702, 703, 723, 736, 739 

Orders  for  movements 75, 83, 186, 6(U 

Rice,  Charles.    Mentioned 227 

Richardson, .    Mentioned 744 

Richardson,  James.    Mentioned 518 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 811 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning 102,  382,  383 

List  of  oflicers  of 691 

Mentioned 206,  6('4, 667-673, 676, 678-680, 6H3-686, 

690,693, 694, 748,  751, 7r»l.  7<;i,  7r.9,  775, 778, 779, 781, 782,  793, 795, 808 
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Riohmoud,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Pags. 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent^s  Reach,  Virffinia.  Aiiempied 
p<u$age  of  ohiiructioM  in,  hy  Confederate  squadron,  January  £3  and 
24, 1865. 

Protection  of,  against  torpedo  attack 759,764,770 

Richmond,  Va.    Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at 754 

RiddeU,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 547 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Nichols,  S.W 539 

Porter,  D.D 136,614 

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,400,437,454,599,724 

Reports  of. 

Green  Cay.    Expedition  to 199 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 324 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 539 

Riley,  Gteorge  S.    Mentioned 514 

Riley,  John  (Landsman).    Mentioned 479-481 

Riley,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).    Mentioned 518 

Riley,  Joseph.    Mentioned 334,335 

Risley,  H.  H.    Circular  regarding  opening  of  trade 113 

Roanoke,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 780,811 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning 102 

Mentioned 206,382,637,689,704,750,751,754,774 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  for  movements 694 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Confederate  defenses  of.    Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb 82 

Confederate  vessels  in 60,754,755 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  in. 
Communications  firom 

Grant,  U.S 721 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 721,722 

Reportof  W.H.McComb 60 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in.  Report  of  W.  H.  Ma- 
comb        618 

Obstruction  of.     Report  of  W.H.Macomb 414 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  Jones  Frankle 93 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.N.T 71 

Macomb,  W.H 55,65,69,93 

Febiger,  John  C 711 

See  also  Plymouth,  N.  C;  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 
Roath,  Warrington  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 390 

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,597,722 

Robb,  Robert  Q. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 783,811 

Mentioned 780 

Roberta,  J.  Du  Bose.    Mentioned 772 

Roberta,  Jamea.    Mentioned 227 

Roberta,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 691 
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Robeson,  Henry  B.  Pa^ 

Mentioned 291, 51i 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 506 

Robins,  M.  8.    Mentioned 7K 

Robinson,  Andrew.    Mentioned 569,554 

Robinson,  Charles.    Mentioned 504 

Robinson,  Bdward  A.    Mentioned Ml 

Robinson,  John.    Mentioned 541 

Roby,  Francis  M. 

Mentioned 965,  366,  d0»,  372^.375, 377 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 373 

Roohow,  William  E.    Mentioned 329 

Rock  Light,  Steamer.     Mentioned ^^       3gO 

Rodgers,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Fox,O.V 197,304,205 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 19S,2M 

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,734,740 

Ordered  to  command  U.  8.  8.  Gettysburg 71^ 

Rodman,  B.  P.    Mentioned ^91 

Rodman,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  H.A.Wise 298 

Mentioned 11^,124,134,293,284,236 

8tateu)ent  of  preparation  of  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana  fV>r  explosion  oft  Fort  Fisher 

N.C ;      236 

Rogers,  C.  M.    Mentioned g}j(9 

Rogers,  Langdon  8.    Mentioned 55^ 

RogerSi  ^^omas.    Mentioned 549 

Rolando,  H. 

Apjjointed  to  command  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina 3^9 

Correspondence  with  D.  1).  Porter 386,421,614 

Mentioned 39,  141, 192,  221, 222, 265, 345, 350, 351, 389,  399, 563, 570,  598,'  628,'  723 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  runners 53 

Reman,  U.  S.  storeship.    Mentioned 40,723 

Ronckendorff,  William.    Mentioned 27 

Ronnop, Mentioned 743 

Root,  Mr.     Mentioned 745 

Rootes,  G«orge  M.     Mentioned ^91 

Rootes,  Lawrence  M.     Mentioned 691 

Rootes,  Thomas  R. 

Appointed  to  command  fire  vessel 768 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 793 

Mentioned 102, 383,  754, 795 

Rose,  John.    Mentioned 503 

Roselle,  Robert  H.    Mentioned 534 

Rotan,  Samuel.     See  Samuel  Roiany  U.  8.  S, 
Rover.     See  Wild  Rovers  Steamer, 
Royer.     See  Young  Rovei-f  U,  S,  S. 

Rowe,  A.  V.     Mentioned 692 

Rowntree,  Robert  "W. 

Appointed  to  conmiand  U.  S.  8.  Berberry 126 

Mentioned 125,192,398,597,722 

Rnlon,  CorporaL    Mentioned 533 

Rumsey,  H.  B.    Correspondence  with  William  Kadford 704 

Runnells,  Famum  J.    Mentioned 39  140 
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Riiflhmore,  William.  Page. 

Mentifmed 289,292,489,491 

Report  of  ftttack  upon  Fort  FlAer,  N.  C,  December  24-26, 1804 290 

RuueD,  John  Le  BCott    Mentioned 470 

RoBflell,  Lord.    Mentioned 80 

RosBell,  W.  W.    Mentioned 71T 

Russia,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 4S1,509 

Ruth,  James  B.    Mentioned 691 

Ryan,  Winiam  F.    Mentioned 470 

8.  R.  Spa«ddin&  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned » 458,739 

Sabine,  U.  S.  tehool  ship. 

Mentioned 10,40,141 

Orders  for  movements 81 

Saco,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 202,203 

MenUoned 40,141,190,198,396,400,421,709^712 

Orders  for  moToments 47,189,204 

Saffron,*  U.  a  8.    Mentioned 193,400,699,832,724 

St.  John,  O.P.    Mentioned 343 

St.  Iiawrenoe,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 40, 141, 151, 198>  396y  400, 421, 634, 724 

Sale,  John  B.    Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 360,784 

Sampson,  Isaao  B, 

Mentioned 131,132 

Report  of  destmction  of  steuner  Ella,  December  5, 1884 132 

Samuel  Rotan,U.  8.8.    Mentioned 40,61,141,193,400,699,723 

Sander%  Morton  W.    Mentioned 269 

Sands,  Benjamin  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Dennison,  William  £ 713 

Dnnn,  Thomas  C 713 

Hant,8.H 548 

Porter,D.D 185,378,879,603,719 

MenUoned 7, 39, 65^  140, 192, 265, 399, 437, 486^  598>  643, 724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 331 

Attack  npoD,  and  capture  ef,  January  13-15, 1865 547 

Fort  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.    Arrival  of,  at  Beaufort,  N.  C 409 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  28, 1864 7 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia,    Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  SS  and  24, 1865 642 

Sands,  Franoia  P.  B. 

Mentioned 571 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Blenheim,  January  25, 1865 701 

Sands,  Henry.    Mentioned 334,335 

Sands,  JameaB.    Mentioned 539,540 

Sanda,  J.  Woodville.    Mentioned 423 

Sands,  Louis.    Mentioned 15^161,709 

Sanford,  R  S.    Correspondence  with 

Clum,  J.C 613 

Dana,  C.  A 613 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-26, 1864 382-334 

Attack  on,  and  captureo^  FortFisher,  N.  C,  January  13-16, 1865.  425, 444, 545-547 
Chase  of  blockade  ruDuers IS^ms^^^a^**^'®^ 


•  Formerly  John  T,  Jenkins. 
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Santiago  de  Cnba,  U.  8.  8. — Continaed.  Pn^ 

Mentioued 37, 40, 87-89, 108,  111,  117, 125, 141, 193, 246, 252,  254-^6, 258, 260. 

265, 266, 270, 289, 292, 341,  'M3, 345, 349, 351-358. 355,  400, 426,  428-430,  4S 
437, 455, 457, 484, 490, 514, 518-520, 533, 545-547, 564, 570,  699,  723,  736,  W 

Orders  for  movements ez,  185,  378, 379, 412,603 

Saaaactia,  U.  8. 8. 

Attack  on  Port  Fieher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 339 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fiaher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1865 551, 532 

Mentioned  ....  40, 86^  141, 184, 186, 193, 220, 227, 229, 230, 238, 239, 242,  241. 246, 254- 
256, 265, 330, 340, 400, 426, 437, 455, 471, 514, 599, 705,  714,  716,  724,  736, 739 

Orders  for  movements 29,46, 70, 112, 117, 218,219 

Bater^raite,  James.    Mentioned 24 

8«iie:iia,  U.  8. 8. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 276 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of;  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,  1866 443^  467 

Criticism  of,  by  D.D.Porter 600,602 

Engagement  with  Hewlett's  battery,  December  5  and  6, 1864 ...........  145-147 

Mentioned 40, 106, 116, 141, 193, 194, 198,200,269,265,275, 291, 331,400, 

425, 428, 433, 438, 456, 461, 468, 599, 637, 639, 6a-643, 650, 663,  657,  724,  738 

Orders  for  movements ICG,  111,  378, 604 

Baundera,  William  J.    Mentioned 365,369 

Savage,  Aozella.    Mentioned 546 

Ckivage,  HughH.    Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723 

Ckiville,  JohnW.    Mentioned 464,466 

Sawyer,  Battery.    8co  Battery  Sawyer,  Va. 

Scanlon,  Patrick.    Mentioned 516,517,584 

Schenck,  Caspar.    Mentioned ^ 322 

Sohenck,  Jamea  F. 

Assumes  conmiand  in  Hampton  Roads . 734 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,  George  M 306 

Mayo,  H.O 533 

Porter,  D.D 184,609 

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,399,437,453,599,724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 304 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January   13-15, 

1865 531-533,534 

Schenk,  Augustus.    Mentioned 549 

Schofield,  Jolin  M.    Mentioned 740 

Schwartzman,  Adolphus  J.    Mentioned 664,691,812 

Scofield,  Alvah.    Mentioned 571 

£k)orpion,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat. 

Mentioned 382, 664, 668-670, 672-674, 676, 679, 680, 683-686,  68i<,  689 

Operations    in    James    River,    Virginia.    8ee    Trenf$    Beach,     Virginia. 
Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron^  Jan- 
uary J3  and  24, 1866, 
Scott,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.K.Mitchell 811 

Mentioned 690,760,772,773 

Scott,  Thomas.    Mentioned 526,531 

Scott,  William.    Mentioned 132,562 

Scovel,  Louis  L.    Mentioned 330 

Seabury,  "W.  H.    Mentioned 691 

Seaman,  "William.    Mentioned 477 

Seaxiuft  John.    Mentioned 479 


I 
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Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  8.    Mentioned 60,622,754 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.    Mentioned 36, 108, 114, 314, 357, 359, 388, 

394, 411, 516, 522, 604, 607-611, 613, 625, 628, 633, 
635, 640, 643, 646, 647, 650, 698, 712, 719,  720,  724 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.    Mentioned 80,109 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  U.  S.    Mentioned 109,113,114 

Secretary  of  War,  U.S.    Mentioned 114,203,392,445,458,612,637,739 

Seddon,  James  A.    Mentioned 360 

(For  oorrespondence,  see  War  Department,  C,  S.) 

Seeldns,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 464 

Seigle,  Henry.    Mentioned 549 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O. 

Correepondence  with  D.D.Porter 68 

Mentioned 39,128,140, 

192,  265,  289, 399, 437, 446, 447, 454, 455, 469, 497, 499, 540, 555, 556, 598, 723 
Reports  of. 

Ells,  Steamer.    C  hasing  ashore  of,  Decemher  3,  1864 128 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  Decemher  24-25, 1864 288 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 476-478 

Sellers,  Pilot.    Mentioned 745 

Semmes  Battery.    See  Battery  Semmee,  Va. 

Semmes,  R.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S 784 

Semon,  Blmanson  N.    Mentioned 33 

Senac,  Felix.    Mentioned 776 

Senate,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with  President,  U.  S 27 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 315 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  14-15, 1865 485 

Mentioned 37,40,57,67,70,141,193,246, 

254,  255,  265, 279, 319, 400, 425^  427, 437, 455, 484, 499, 514, 599, 705, 723, 738 

Movements  of. 69 

Orders  for  movements 4 

Severe,  P.    Mentioned 794 

Seward,  William  H.    See  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S, 

Sewell,  Andrew.    Mentioned 514 

Seymour,  (George.    Mentioned 518 

Seymour,  Isaac  N.    See  Isaac  N,  Seymour,  U,  S.  S, 

Shailer,  "William.    Mentioned 684 

Shamrock,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 9,18,22,25, 

26,  40,  49,  50, 55, 57, 60, 64, 65, 69, 72, 82, 92, 93, 95, 96, 98, 121, 141, 160, 161, 

166,  177,  178, 193, 400, 407, 410, 414, 415, 417, 421, 422, 599, 618, 697, 709,  724 

Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  29-November  1, 1864  ..  11-17 

Movements  of 170 

Shannon,  James.    Mentioned 524,526 

Shawmut,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 705,708,724,740 

Orders  for  movements 416 

Shean,  Alexander.    Mentioned 507 

EUieer,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 217 

Mentioned 40,142,194,400,599,724 

Keport  of  opening  of  custom-house  at  Norfolk,  Va >ss)» 
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Sheldon,  Oeorge  D.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter los 

Sheldon,  'WilUam  B. 

Mentioned *0, 141, 193, 400, 437, 597,  *» 

Correepottdenee  with  D.D.Porter 398, TD 

Shelly,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 772 

Shenandoah,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  FiBher,  N.  C,  December  24-25v  1364 S3( 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fiiiher,  N.  C,  Jaanary  13-15,  1865. «  443,639-Ml 

Mentioned ^  141, 193, 246, 254, 2K. 

257,  265,  400, 426, 429, 437, 454, 486, 514^  542, 593, 620, 631,  724^786^  738^  7» 

Movements  of 199 

Orders  for  movements 136,614 

Shepard,  Louia  C.    Mentioned 490,513,514 

Shei^ey,  George  P.    Mentioned H^i  187, 407, 410,417,646,710 

Sheppard,  Robert.    Mentioned 289 

Shepperd,  Francla  B. 
Appointed  to  command 

Fire  vessels 7 7^9 

C.  S.  S.  Hampton "*      7^^ 

Mentioned 101,671,672,682,683,685,691,693,777,798,810 

Reports  of. 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S.    List  of  officers  of ^1 

Signal  Hill,  Va.    Engagement  with  battery  at,  Deoember  7,  1864 783 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obstmetiona  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 CTJ  689 

Transferred  from  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Hampton  to  command  of  C.  8.  S. 

Fredericksburg 795 

Correspondence  with  J.K.Mitchell 795 

Shepperd,  John  W.    Mentioned 457  5Q3 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.    Mentioned 404  405 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 388,387,408,612 

Mentioned 106, 115, 150, 180,  ^64,  W, 

388,  394,  396, 401, 405, 406, 408, 425, 586, 606, 614, 631, 605, 606,  731,  744, 746 

Sherry,  Jamea.    Mentioned 618,519,^7 

Shields,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 533 

Shipman,  William.    Mentioned 328^545 

Shippey,  "W.  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 780 

Mentioned 754 

Shivers,  John.    Mentioned 497,504 

Shokokon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 40,141,193,400,599,724 

Orders  for  movements 393 

Shrapnel,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 664,748,750,781,783 

Sias,  JohnF.    Mentioned 652 

Sibell,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 328 

Sicard,  Montgomery. 

Mentioned 141,193,265,400,437,447,456,499,512,514,599,723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 315 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15^  1865. .       485 

Sigel,  Henry.    Mentioned 49O 

GMgnal  Hill,  Va.    Engagement  with  battery  at,  Deoember  7, 1864.    Report  of 

F.E.  Shepperd 783 
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ft«Hman,  Charlos  N.    Mentioned 659 

Silver, .    Mentioned 213 

Slmmerman.  Joseph.    Mentioned 497,504 

Simmons,  John  W. 

Report  of  raising  of  torpedo  boat  in  James  River 706 

Mentioned 650,652 

Slmms,  Joseph  M.    Mentioned 442,494-497,499,500,504,513 

Slmonton,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 799,801 

Simpson,  Oeorge  L. 

Mentioned 122,123 

Report  of  casualties  on  board  of  U.  S.  8.  Chicopee,  reHiilting  from  expedi- 
tion against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C 174 

Singleton,  Spyers. 

Mentioned 90,369,744 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 370, 371 

Sink,  John  T.    Mentioned 356 

Sinton,  William.    Mentioned 329 

Skimmon,  William.    Mentioned 571 

Skinner,  Charles.    Mentioned 795 

Skinner,  Edwin  C. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.Mitchell 811 

Mentioned 693 

Skinner,  WilUam  W.    Mentioned 668,678,683,689,691 

Slamm,  Jefiferson  A.    Mentioned 486 

Small,  M.     See  M.  Small,  Schooner. 
Smalley,  Anthony. 

Mentioned 479,480,482 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 481 

Smead,  Abner.    Mentioned 745 

Smith,  B.  P.     Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 702 

Smith,  Charles.    Mentioned 540 

Smith,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 514 

Smith,  E.  M.    Mentioned 692 

Smith,  Francis  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 805 

Mentioned 206,767,797 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzlor,  Va.     Engagement  of  Federal  ironola<l8   with,  No- 
vember 29,  1864 107 

JameH  River.     OperatiouH  in 808 

Smith,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  I).  D.  Porter 201 

Mentioned 31,39,99,101,140,192,265,342,343 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 34-36 

Blockade  runners.     Escape  of 88 

Smith,  Frederic  R. 

Mentioned 340,557 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 558 

Smith,  Oeorge  M. 

M  e  n  t  i  o  n  <  •  d 290, 292, 489 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 "^^^ 

N   W  R— VOL   11 57 


Dieveiwoii,  «i ames  m.     mtsaiioDeu 

Stewart,  Henry  H. 

Correspondenoe  with  W.  H.  Macomb .., 

Mentioned 

Report  of  disposition  of  wreck  of  U.  S.  8.  Otsego 

Stewart,  William.    Mentioned 

Stiles,  Randolph  R.     Mentioned 

Stites,  Charles  G.    Mentioned , 

Stone,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned 

Heport  of  attempted  passage  of  obstrnctions  at  Trent*H  Keacl 

Confederate  Sfjnadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 

Stone,  Bdward  B.     Mentioned 

Stormy  Petrel,  Steamer. 

] )estructiou  of ... 

Mentioned 

Strange,  Robert.    Mentioned 

Stribeck,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 

Suibling,  Cornelius  K.    Mentioned 

Stromboli.     See  Spuyten  Puyvil,  U,  S,  S, 

Strong.  W.  C.    Mentioned 365,368,: 

Stuart,  Alex.  C.     Heport  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  8.  S.  Coniiii< 

capture  of  Plymouth,  N.C . 

Stuart,  Frederick  D. 

Mentioned 39, 140,  : 

Koi)ort  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  October 
Studley,  Ira  B. 

CorroHpondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Mentioned 

Stuyvesant,  Moses  S.    Mentioned 

Sullivan,  Charles.    Mentioned 

Sullivan,  James.    Mentioned 

Sullivan,  James  H.    Mentioned 

Sullivan,  John  (Landsman).    Mentioned 

Sullivan,  John  ( S«Munan).     Mentioned 

Sullivan,  John  (Seaman).    Mentioned 
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Sootherland,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 746 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 12,19,65,96 

Raising  of  wreck  of,  recommended 64 

Sparks,  James  B.    Mentioned 17 

Spaulding,  S.  R.    See  ^.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  8.  Army  steamer. 

Spencer,  James  H.    Mentioned 472 

Spencer,  William  B.    Mentioned 292, 489 

Spicer,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 878,608,719 

Mentioned 40,141,193,265,331,400,563,599,724 

Report  of  capture  of  cotton 191 

Spitfire,  Steamer.    Mentioned 730 

Spofiford,  Va.    See  Battery  Spoffard,  Va, 
Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Johuson,  H 486 

Porter,  D.  D 387 

Reed,  Allen  V 323 

Mentionetl 40,141,193,265,400,437,455,486,599,723 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  ranners 54,85 

Spraggins,  Richard  N.    Mentioned 102,691 

Sprague,  Peleg.    For  correspondence,  see  Boaton,  Ma$$.f  Judge  of  U.  8,  Dis- 
trict Court. 
Spuyten  Duyvil,*  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 78,105 

124, 193, 400, 412, 415, 599, 634, 637, 639, 640,  642-647, 649,  656, 657, 698,  724 

Movements  of 143,199 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia 653-655 

Orders  for  movements 185,644,696 

Sqoib,  C.S.  torpedo  boat.    Mentioned 303,707,754 

Stag,  Steamer. 

Capture  of 618,620-624,627,628 

Mentioned 740,745,746 

Stanfield,  Joseph.    Mentioned 517 

Stanly,  Fabius.     Mentioned 695 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.    For  correspondence,  see  War  Department^  r,  8. 

Stanton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 471, 472 

State  of  Gkeorgla,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 40, 141, 193, 400, 421 ,  695, 696, 724 

Stedmau,  Franklin.    Mentioned , 18 

Steedman,  Charles. 
Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  Henry  E 330 

Cleborue,  C.J 329,544 

Coffin,  G.W 543 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 29 

Porter,  D.  D 46,614 

Williams,  C.  F 543 

Mentioned 142,193,265,400,437,454,599,724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 327-329 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.     Attack  upon,  and  oaptnre  of,  Jannary  13-15, 1865.  541, 545 

Steele,  Jonathan  W.    Mentioned 743 

Steele,  8.    Mentioned ''^Si 


*  Mentioned  aImo  »«  Stroroboli. 
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Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by  . ! 

Mentioned 41 

Orders  for  movements 

Sterling,  Lady.    See  Lady  SterHng,  Steamer, 

Stevens,  Daniel  D.    Mentioned 

Stevens,  Walter  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 75 

Mentioned 7g 

Stevenson,  James  M.    Mentioned 

Stewart,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb 

Mentioned 

Report  of  disposition  of  wreck  of  U.  S.S.Otsego 

Stewart,  William.    Mentioned 

Stiles,  Randolph  R.     Mentioned 

Stdtes,  Charles  G.    Mentioned 

Stone,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned gg 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Vircinia,  bv 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 ' 

Stone,  Edward  B.    Mentioned 

Stormy  Petrel,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of 

Mentioned 

Strange,  Robert.    Mentioned 

Stribeck,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K.    Mentioned 

Stromboli.     See  Spuyten  Duyvil,  U.  S.  S, 

Strong,  W.  C.     Mentioned 365,368,369,371,742,74 

Stuart,  Alex.  C.     Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull  at 

capture  of  Plymouth,  N.C 

Stuart,  Frederick  D. 

Mentioned 39,140,192,398,724,74 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  October  28,  1864 
Studley,  Ira  B. 

(yorrespoudence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Mentioned 

Stuyvesant,  Moses  S.     Mentioned ;^)()^  -^^ 

Sullivan,  Charles.     Mentioned 55 

Sullivan,  James.     Mentioned 

Sullivau,  James  H.     Mentioned 

Sullivan,  Johu  (Landsman).     Mentioned 

Sullivau,  Johu  (Seaman).     Mentioned 

Sullivau,  Johu  (Seaman).     Mentioned 

Sullivan,  John  (Ordinary  seaman ).     Mentioned 

Sullivau,  Margaret.      Mentioned 

Sullivau,  William.     Mentioned 55; 

Sumner,  G.  Watson. 

Correspondence  with 

Green,  L.  R 

.iar\'i8,  W.  li '   "^ 

Latson,  .J .  R 

Swerdna,  George 

Thayer,  D.H.. '...!. 

Report  of  attempted  passage  ot'obstrnctions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia,  by 
Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 
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Sumnera,  Charles.    Mentioned 794 

Sumter,  C.  8.  S.     Mentioned 742 

Susquehanna.  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 325-327 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865  . . .  444, 524-531 

Mentioned 40,49,67,141,193,246,254,256-258,261,265, 

328, 377, 400, 407, 426, 437, 442, 453, 469, 512, 514, 519, 599, 609, 724, 738, 739 

Orders  for  movements 58,608,613 

Swaddle,  John.    Mentioned 24 

Swain,  Oliver.    Mentioned 534,535 

Swain,  Samuel  G.    Mentioned 40,599,724 

Swann,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 468 

Swanson,  John.    Mentioned 545 

Swi^tton,  Edward.    Mentioned 545 

Sweeney,  John.    Mentioned 470 

Swerdna,  Gheorge.     Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's 
Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 

1865 649 

Sybil,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  November  21, 1864 80,84 

Symington,  "W.  Stuart.    Mentioned 774 

Tacony,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher, N.  C,  Decmber  24-25, 1864 334,335 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865. ..  443, 471-473 

Mentioned 11,12,14, 

24-26,40, 42, 93, 96, 98, 142, 193, 227, 243, 246, 254, 255. 258, 265, 330, 336, 400, 

425, 427, 437, 455, 469,  484, 514, 574,  599, 619,  704, 705, 708, 715,  724, 738, 739 

Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  29-November  1, 1864. ..  21, 22 

Orders  for  movements 111,117,136,184,225 

Tait,  George.    Mentioned 372 

Talisman,  Steamer.     Mentioned 742,745,746 

Tallahassee,  C.  8.  8. 

Chase  of 60 

Entrance  of,  into  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  November  7, 1864 759 

Mentioned 32, 44, 54, 2(i9, 288, 358, 375, 378, 441, 457, 714, 742, 767 

I'roposition  of  R.  H.  Lamson  for  destruction  of 97 

Searrb  for 46,47 

Tallapoosa,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 40,141,193,400,421,724 

Tallentine,  James.    Mentioned 21,471,472 

Taney,  James  B.    Mentioned 334,471,514 

Tanner,  Zera  L.    Mentioned *. 118, 557 

Tansill,  Robert.     Mentioned 365,366,369,377,742,746 

Tarr,  Robert.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 456 

Tattnall,  Josiah.    Mentioned 730 

Taylor,  George.    Mentioned 507 

Taylor,  "W.  H.    Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 360, 362 

Taylor,  William  (Captain  forecastle).    Mentioned 546 

Taylor,  "William  (Coal  heaver).     Mentioned 531 

Taylor,  William  Rogers. 

Correspondence  with  Albert  C.  Gorgas 822 

Mentioned 39,141,192,265,399,598 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 321 

Teague,  J.  N.    Mentioned 689 

Temple,  William  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Pier8on,W.H *^^ 

Porter,  D.  D "^^ 
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Trent's  Reach,  Virgiiiim— Continned. 

AttcfUiptiMl  piiMiiigf)  of  olMtraotions  in,  etc. — Con  tinned. 

Cci0uiJitnjeaUoti4  from 

Lyiit'b.  II       

MitchcH,  John  K 663,6&t  6%^ 

Navy  Department,  C.  S ll 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 637,6415' 

l'arki?r,  WllJlam  A 6S4.S8i^l 

FofUr,  Dft'Ti*!  O     [[\  644,fi5l&| 

War  Ikipjirtment,  U.  8 ^' 

Court- murtiiil  af  WilliiiJia  A.  Parker ^^ 

Destruction  of  C.  8. 8.  Drewry 65»,  600,  667, 668, 670, 678, 674, W 

List  of  otlicers  of 

Ut.Mufijrt,C.i&.8 

Browry  C  S.S    .......[  fis 

rruderickftbnrg,  C.  S.  8 

Bampton^C.S.S 

NoDRvmondfC  8.8 ^ 

RicLiuond^C,  S.  S ^ 

Virj;inia  No.  2,  C.  8. 8 -..!!..l!!.  *     » 

Meinorauclum  of  movements  of  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  No.  2 6S 

Onlnrs  tmd  iu»truc<t1ous. 

(iraiit,  U.8 05 

Mitchell,  John  K gg 

Navy  Department^  U.  S 537  638,£i9  64$ 

Porter,  David  D 644  651 

Turner,  John  W q^ 

ReportH  of 

Abbot,  Henry  L ggj 

Aloxumler,  .I.W ^ 

Hell,  TlioiiiiiH  1* ^ ^ 

Hbike,  HoiiuT  C ^^ 

HljiMc,  Samiul  V ^ 

Itrju3or.l,  W   L .'"*.".".''.'"."""        t*: 

Butt,  WaltorR .!.......!.      681 

Grot'n,  Levi  H ^^ 

Dunnington,  .John  W g-^ 

Farragut,  1).  G 5415 

Jarvis,  William  H ^, 

Harrison,  W.  D gj^ 

Koll,  .lohii  Mcintosh gy3  ^ 

Lanman,  Joseph 638,  640,  a^ 

LatsoM,  .John  R ^; 

Lay,  John  I^ g^ 

Matliersoii,  J.  W q^ 

Mitchell,  John  K 663,668-673 

Ni<liolH,  Ed.  T ^^ 

Parker,  William  A 632-634,642,  644,655 

Porter,  David  D g5j^ 

Kadlord,  William 639,646,649 

Read,  (  h^fc  rles  W gg3 

Sands,  H.  F (^o 

Sheppord,F.E 677,689 

Smith,  P.  W 6^ 

Stone,  C.  H 653 
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Ticonderoga,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 587-330 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865. ..  443,541-545 

Mentioned 142,193,246,254-257, 

265, 280,  323,  345,  359, 400, 426, 429, 437, 454, 512, 519, 699, 620, 724, 738 

Orders  for  movements 29,46,614 

Tiemey,  Michael.    Mentioned 477 

Timmerman,  Louis  F.    Mentioned 514 

Tinkham,  James  EL    Mentioned 511 

Tomlin,  A.  J.    Mentioned .• 516,584 

Tomlinson,  J.  "W.    Mentioned 064,691,812 

Tonawanda,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 431 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 781 

Fitting:  of  boat  howitzer  on 766 

Foreman,  Ivey,  appointed  to  command 765,766 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning 102 

Men  t  ioiied ....  664, 665, 667, 669, 671-675, 678, 680-683, 686-688, 754, 759, 788, 793, 804 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.    See  Trenfa  Beach,  Virffittia,    At- 
tempted passage  of  obetructione  in,  by  Confederate  equadnm,  January 
23  and  24, 1866. 

Smith,  P.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  P.  Bell  of  commaad  of 807 

Torpedo  boat,  Confederate.     Raising  of,  in  James  River 706, 707 

Torpedoes.    Correspondence  concerning 748 

753, 756, 759. 760, 762, 764, 770, 771, 773-775, 777-780, 795, 796,  800,  805,  811 

Tracey,  Philip.    Mentioned 561 

Trathen,  James.    Mentioned 39,141,193,265,342,399,598,723 

Treasury  Department,  U.  8.    Circular  from  supervising  agent  of,  regarding 

trade  at  certain  Southern  ports 113 

Tredwell,  Adam.    Mentioned 622 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 
Correspondence  with 

Bingham,  E.B 559 

Fox,G.V 702 

Hamilton,  H 560 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 75 

Porter,  D.D * 83,186 

Smith,  F.R 558 

Mentioned 40,118,141,198,285,400,487,465,599,723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 4 340 

Attack  u  pon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 557 

Vixen,  British  steamer.    Capture  of^  December  1, 1864  .*.. 118 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January 
23  and  24,  1865. 
Abstract  logs  of 

Eutaw,U.S.S 651 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S 652 

Massasoit,  U.  S.  S 649 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S 656 

Casualties 647, 667, 668, 675, 676>  679, 684, 688 

Communications  from 

Berrien,  J.  M '^s^ 

Eggleston,  E.  T ^^ik'w.^^ 

Grant,  U.  S 635,636,63»-^«»^^^^^ 
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Tuacarora,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  (»n  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15.  1885 443, 52 

Mentioned 40,111,142,193,242,241 

265,  400,  426, 437, 442, 490,  499, 500, 513, 514, 529, 599, 601,  620,  695,  72 

Ordora  for  movenieuta 108,  604,  6( 

Tattle,  'William,  jr.    Mentioned 

Twambly,  Henry  B.    Mentione<l 39,  141,192,399,5$ 

Twilight,  Sloop.    Seizure  of 

Twombly,  James  B.    Mentioned 

Tye,  Joseph.    Mentioned 

Tyson,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 

Unadilla,  U.  8. 8. 

Abstract  log,  December  27,  1864-January  16,  1865 

Atta<?kon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 28 

Mentioned 40,92,101,125 

193, 242,  246,  255,  265, 400,  425,  427, 437, 438, 465, 599, 704,  706,  708,  72^ 

Orders  for  movements 

Underwriter,  U.S. 8.    Mentioned 

Union  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Colored.)    Infantry — Regiment :  27th,  590, 594. 

Untiedt,  Frederick.    Mentioned 

Unit,  U.8.8.    Mentioned 40,142,193,400,59! 

Upshur,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 4] 

Mentioned 129 

193, 227, 242, 243, 245, 265, 336, 400, 428, 437, 455, 568,  569,  573,  574,  598 

Reports  of. 

Charlotte,  Steamer.     Capture  of 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  186^t 

Attack  upon,  and  rapture  of,  .January  13-15,  1865 

Upton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 

Upton,  William  G.     Mentioned 

Valentine,  Edward  K.     Mentioned 

Valley  City,  U.  8.  8. 

Captures  made  by 

Expedition  aj^ainst  Ivainbow  Blnff,  N.  C,  Deeember  9-28, 1864 UyK 

Mentioned 11,12,14,40,43 

ir.2,  158,  160,  I(J7. 172,  175, 178, 179, 181, 193, 400, 424, 599,  697,  711,  712, 

OrcleiH  for  movement 

Van  Beuthuysen,  Alfred  C.    Mentioned 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.     Men  tioned 505,  742,  746, 747,  785, 

For  correspondence  wee  North  Carolina,  Governor  of, 

Vanderbilt,  Aaron.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 

Attack  on,  and  caj)tnre  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  Jannary  13-15,  1865 518- 

Mentioncd 29,  40,  42, 1 11,  136, 142, 193, 247, 254, 255,  257, 1 

'MY,),  400,  426,  428, 437,  4r)l,  457,  490,  500,  512,  514, 515,  584, 599, 724,  7:^, 

Orders  for  movements 112,  378, 

Vannatta,  Theodore.     Mentioned 

Van  Schoten,  John.    Mentioned 

Varley,  John.     Mentioned 

Varana,  U.S.  Army  tranHiK>rt.     Mentioned 

Vassallo,  LouiB  Guatav.    ^iVviuWone^Oi 328, 
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Venable,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 745,776 

Vennard,  John  L.    Mentioned 294,509 

Venson,  Levi    Mentioned 618 

Vemey,  James  "W.    Mentioned *88 

Vicksburg.  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 7,8,11,40,142,193,196,249,391,400,416,599,724 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Sniith- 

ville,  N.C 618-628 

Orders  for  movements 117,383 

Victoria,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 40,142,193,400,599,724 

Viemelson,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 691 

Virginia,  Steamer.    Mentioned 744 

Virginia  No.  2,  C.  S.  S. 

Information  received  from  deserters  concerning 101, 102, 380, 381, 383 

List  of  officers  of 690 

Mentioned 206,379,663-674,677-685,687,693,694, 

748-754,  756-775,  777-784,788-791,793-796,798,800,802,804-808,810,811 

Operations  in  James  River 778,782 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.      See  also  Trent* s  Reach,  Virginia. 
Attempted paeeage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  Jan^ 
uary  23  and  24,  1866, 
Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Confederate.) 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries: 

Johnston's  (Epes'  company) 207 

United 206 

Vixen,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  December  1, 1864 118 

Vizittelli  (or  Vizetelly),  Frank.    Mentioned 747 

Vose,  David.    Mentioned 507 

Vulture,  Steamer.     Mentioned 744,745 

"Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  ou  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 307, 308, 340 

Attack  ou,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865 444, 

509-518, 582-584 

Mentioned 40, 142, 193, 219, 246, 254, 258, 265, 296, 349, 361, 362, 367, 

400,  426,  437, 451, 454, 499, 569, 594, 599, 612, 613, 642, 715, 724,  738,  739, 784 

Orders  for  movements 611, 698 

"Wachusett,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 78 

"Wade,  Benjamin  P.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 604 

Wagner,  Jacob.    Mentioned 531 

W^aldron,  T.  J.     Mentioned 690 

Wales,  Philip  S.     Mentioned 548 

Walker,  Edward  A. 

Mentioned 121-123,158,173 

Report  of  capture  of  property  at  Edenton,  N.C 160 

Walker,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Harris,  Abraham  W 203 

Porter,  D.D 47,189 

Mentioned 40,141,193,202,400,724 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Saco 202 

Walker,  Norman  8.    Mentioned 623,776 

Walker,  Thomas.    Mentioned 478 

Wall,  Richard.    Mentioned 293 
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'WbU,  William  H.  n^. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 7* 

Mentioned 672,673,687,688,75* 

Reports  of. 

Drewry,  C.  8.  S.     List  of  officers  of 683 

Trent's  Keach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obHtractioDS  at,  bj 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 67" 

Wallace,  Henry.    Mentioned 497,501 

Wallace,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned ^ 

Wallace,  Richard  W.    Mentioned 558 

Wallace,  Rush  R.    Mentioned 54^ 

Wallace,  WUliam.    Mentioned 326, 498,  455, 524-526, 531, 576. 5^ 

Walling  Isaac.    Mentioned 207,380 

Wallins,  William  H.    Mentioned 260 

Walsh,  Dennis.    Mentioned 531 

Walsh,  John  K.    Reports  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15,  1865 489,490 

Wandell,  M.  E.    Report  of  operations  in  James  River,  Virginia 206 

Wando,  IJ.  S.  8. 

Mentioned .......      408 

Orders  for  movements 407 

War  Department,  C.  S.    Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee 181, 182, 362 

War  Department,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.8 356,358,640 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 402 

Porter,  D.D 458 

Terry,  A.  H 458 

Ward,  James  T.    Mentioned S89 

Ward,  William  H.     Mentioned 44,375,787 

Wardrop,  David  W^.     Mentioned 15, 121, 122 

Ware,  Paul.     Mentioned 84 

Warley,  Alexander  P.     Mentioned 754 

Warner,  James  H.     Mt'ntione<l 755 

Warnick,  William  P.     Mentioned 537 

Warren,  Alvixi  8.    Mentioned 547 

Warren,  Qouverneur  K.     Mentioned 179^  180 

Warren,  H.  J.     Mentioned 776 

Washington,  H.  W.  M.     Mentioned 761 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Att(!mpted  cxi)edition  to,  November  5,  186-4.     Report  of  H.  H.  Foster 48 

Kvacuation  of,  by  ConfederateH.     lieport  of  W.  II.  Macomb 82 

W^asmuth, .     Mentioned 533 

Wasp,  C.  S.  torpedo  bout. 

Mentioni'd 664,669,672,673,680,683-685 

OperatioiiH  in  Jani«>H  RivtT,   Virginia.     See  Trent's  lieachj   I'irginia.     At- 
teinpUd  piiHHa(je  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron^  January 
■JJ  and  24,  ISO.J. 
Watmougb,  Pendleton  G. 
CorreH])ondenco  with 

Boston,  MoflH.,  Judge  of  U.  S  district  court 32 

Hall,  Samuel 30 

Porter,  D.I) 92,217,220,225,383,628,699,705 

Kowntree,  Robert  \V 126 

WillianiH,  George  C 474 

Mentioned 31,39,99, 

101,  113,  \\l,\^\,\^'l,'l'lW^^:^'^.'i^^^^^y^'^.^^^^^^ 
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Watmougb,  Pendleton  O. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  31, 1864 31-33, 37, 38 

Blockade  runners. 

Destruction  of,  December  7, 1864 154 

£scape  of 86 

Cape  Fear  River.    Operations  in 711 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 284,285 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 473, 475 

Wilmington,  N.C.    Blockadeof 66,70,124,154 

Watson,  Gheorge.    Mentioned 507 

Watson,  Joseph.    Mentioned 337 

Waugh,  Edw^ard  J. 

Mentioned 326 

Reports  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 529,530 

Weaver,  Aaron  W^. 

Correspondence  with  D. D.Porter 10,606 

Mentioued 39, 117, 128, 140, 192, 265, 383, 384, 389, 399, 438, 455, 461, 598, 722 

Relieved  of  command  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina 389 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 338 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1866. .      466 
Webb,  Francis  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 62 

Mentioned 39,140,192,399,598,723 

Webb,  Robert  J.    Mentioned 690 

Webb,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  J. K.Mitchell 748 

Mentioned 102,754 

Webber,  James  P.    Mentioned 424 

Webster,  Henry  S.    Mentioned 524,526 

Webster,  Milton.    Mentioned 168,423 

Weehawken,  IJ.  8.  8.    Mentioned 145 

Weeks,  Albert.    Mentioned 549 

Weidman,  John. 

Mentioned 336 

Reports  of. 

Attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 336 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1865. .       550 

Weitzel,  Godfrey.    Mentioned 77, 149, 

150, 224, 227, 228, 250-252, 257, 264, 268, 269, 271, 311,  359, 558, 736 

Weld,  Manchester  W.    Mentioned 464,465 

Welles,  Oideon.    For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Deparimentf  U,  S. 

Welles,  William  N.    Mentioned 562 

Wells,  Francis  S. 

Mentioned 39,128,140,192,398,437,564,597 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.    Escape  of 52 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.    Capture  of,  October  28, 1864 ^ . .  8 

Wells,  Joseph  D.    Mentioned 174,178 

Wells,  Isaac.    See  Isaac  Wells,  Steamer, 

Welsh,  John  (Fireman).    Mentioned 308 

"Welsh,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).    Mentioned 554 

Wempla  David  D.    Mentioned '^i^ 
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Wall,  'William  H.  Pige. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.Mitchell T96 

Mentioned 672,673,687,688,754 

Reports  of. 

Drewry,  C.  S.  S.    List  of  oflBcers  of 688 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.    Attempted  passage  of  obs tractions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  Jannary  23  and  24,  1865 678 

Wallace,  Henry.    Mentioned 497,504 

Wallace,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 294 

Wallace,  Richard  W.    Mentioned 558 

Wallace,  Rush  R.    Mentioned 548 

Wallace,  "WiUiam.    Mentioned 326,498,455,524-526,531,576,585 

Walling,  Isaac.    Mentioned 207,380 

Walling,  William  H.    Mentioned 260 

Walsh,  Dennis.    Mentioned 531 

Walsh,  John  K.    Reports  of  attack  upon,  and  captnre  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

January  13-15,  1865 489,490 

Wandell,  M.  E.    Report  of  operations  in  James  River,  Virginia 206 

Wando,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 408 

Orders  for  movements 407 

War  Department,  C.  S.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 181, 182, 362 

War  Department,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.8 356,358,640 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 402 

Porter,  D.  D 458 

Terry,  A.  H 458 

Ward,  James  T.    Mentioned 329 

Ward,  William  H.     Mentioned 44,375,787 

Wardrop,  David  W.    Mentioned 15, 121,122 

Ware,  PauL    Mentioned 34 

Warley,  AlezsmderF.    Mentioned 754 

Warner,  James  H.    Mentioned 755 

Warnick,  W^illiam  F.    Mentioned 537 

Warren,  Alvin  8.    Mentioned 547 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K.    Mentioned 179^  IgO 

Warren,  H.  J.     Mentioned 77^ 

Washington,  H.  W.  M.    Mentioned 751 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Attempted  expedition  to,  November  5,  1864.     Report  of  H.  H.  Foster 4g 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,     l^eport  of  W.  H.  Macomb g2 

Wasmuth, .     Mentioned 533 

Wasp,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat. 

Mentioned 664,669,672,673,680,683-685 

OperatiouH  in  James  River,  Virginia.     See  TrenVs  lieachf   Virginia,     At~ 
tempted  passage  of  obstructions  tn,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January 
23  and  24,  1S65. 
Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Boston,  Mass.,  Judge  of  U.  S  district  court 32 

Hall,  Samuel 3q 

Porter,  D.D 92,217,220,225,383,628,699,705 

Ro wntree,  Robert  W ^26 

Williams,  George  C 474 

Mentioned 3X  39  g^ 

101,  113,  117, 141, 192, 225,  226, 229,  242, 244,  265, 302,  399, 437,  455, 598,' 723 
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Whltlock,  JohnT.    Mentioned 206,380 

Whltmarsh,  Zaohariah. 

Mentioned 326 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 327 

"Whyte,  James.    Mentioned 540 

Wlatt,  Americns  V.    Mentioned 772 

Wiedenbein,  Charles.    Report  of  attack  npon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December 

24-25,1864 281 

"Wight,  Lothrop.    Mentioned 72-74,76,77 

"Wilcox,  Battery.    See  Battery  Wilcox,  Va, 

"Wilcox,  Franklin  L.    Mentioned 497 

"Wild,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 114, 115,  ia5, 178 

"Wild,  John.    Mentioned 471,472 

"WildemesB,  U.  S.  S. 
Abstract  log 

December  18-24,1864 241-244 

December  28, 1864-Januarv  20, 1865 566 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  December  24-25, 1864 344 

Captures  made  by 31-39 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 52,89, 112 

Mentioned 40,57,62,67,86,99,100,142,193, 

226,  227,  229,  238-240,  245, 254, 255, 265. 345, 400, 428, 437,  h^,  599,  724, 737 
Occnpation  of  Confederate  works  at  month  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 

villo,N.C 618-628 

Orders  for  movements 5, 45 

Wild  Rover,  Steamer.    Mentioned 744-746 

"Wiley,  Robert.    Mentioned 442,449,498,562 

W^ilkinson,  John.    Mentioned 375,741,743 

"Wilkinson,  Richard.    Mentioned 331 

"Wilks,  Frank  H.     Mentioned 44 

"Willard,  Joseph  "W.    Mentione<l 302 

"Willard,  Robert.    Mentioned 294 

"William  Allen,  Schooner.    Mentioned 218,709,712 

"WilUam  Badger,  U.S.S.    Mentione<l 40,193.400,599,724 

"William  G.  Putnam,  U.  S.  S.     See  General  Putnam,  U.  8.  S, 

"William  H.  Dennis,  Schooner.     Mentioned 419,420 

"Williams.  Anthony.    Mentioned 488 

"Williams,  Augustus.    Mentioned 546 

"Williams,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned 455,542,576,585 

Report  of  attack  npon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Jannary  13-15, 

1865 543 

"Williams,  Frank  C.    Mentioned 541 

"Williams,  Oeorge  C. 

Mentioned 473 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 474 

"Williams,  Oeorge  W.     Mentioned 17 

Williams,  Henry.    Mentioned 538 

"Williams,  Henry  (or  Hezekiah).    Mentioned 691,783 

"Williams,  James.    Mentioned 329 

"Williams,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.Porter 386 

Mentioned 39,350,399,573,598,722 

Williams,  John  (Qnartermaster).    Mentioned , ^"^ 


] 
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Werden,  Reed.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Departmenty  U.  S 5 

West,  Joseph  8.    Mentioned , gtl 

^West,  VSTilliam  C. 

Correspondence  with  D. D.Porter jg;    1 

Mentioned 398.72    1 

Report  of  movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from   Heaufort.  I 

N.^' 24aeK 

Westbrook,  Herbert.    Mentioned 531    I 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Senior  Officer  off.     Cor- 
respondence with  D.D.Porter 3a221 

Western  World,  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 76,158, 188, 193, 194, 400,589. 734 

Orders  for  movements OD 

Westfield,  John.    Mentioned i^ 

West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron.    Vessels  ordere<l  to  da ty  in 631, 718, 719, 734 

Wetmore,  H.  S.    Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  8.  Wilderness  .' 45 

Weybossett,  U.S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 343,431 

Wluuix>n,  Arthur  D. 

Appointed  to  command  fire  vessel --gg 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell -•... 774 

List  of  officers  and  men  detailed  for  special  service  under ^ 75^ 

Plan  of,  for  discovering  torpedoes 7^  770 

Wheeler,  H.  K.    Reports  of. 

Attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 313 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 1866 4^ 

Wheeler,  Hattie  B.    8ee  Hattie  E.  Wheeler^  Brig, 

Wheeler,  Horace.    Mentioned ^ ^-0 

WTieeler,  Henry.    Mentioned 192  399  598,723 

Wliite,  Edward  W.    Correspondenee  with  D.  D.  Porter '       '  ^yi 

White,  Gheorge  B.    Mentioned ^o 

White,  Joseph.    Mentioned ^_ g^ 

White,  T.  J.     Mentioned gj^  j^jo 

W^hite,  T.  M.     Mentioned 'gj4 

White,  William.     Mentioned «oj 

WTiite,  William  (Seaman).     Mentioned r^ 

Whitehead,  IJ.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 11, 14, 15, 21.  23, 40, 55, 09,  98, 142,  I94,  400.  5sni  724 

OperutionH  at  capture  of  Plynioutb,  N.  C,  October  29-Noveniber  1,  l8t>4         'U  •>"> 

Whitford,  John  N.     Mentioned -^  j^ 

Whiting,  W^illiam  H.  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Gilmer,.!.  F .^j 

Ilebert.  Louis .0. 

James,  W.H -o- 

.louos,  Pembroke .^^ 

Lamb,  William .y^,- 

North  Carol iua.  Governor  of yog 

Piukney,  K.F '7J>7,768,  TTfVlSa  7j<8 

Mentioned 2.51, 269, 272,  287,  288,  ;W4  36M 

371,  372,  377,  378,  436, 44.5, 457, 505, 591, 594-596, 619, 728,  740-744,  746,  747 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 363,364  789 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1866 59^  ^cr-{ 

Preparations  for  attack  upon 7gjj  -^81 

Tallahassee,  C.  8. 8.    Arrival  of,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C 759 
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Wliitlock,  JohnT.    Mentioned 206,380 

WliitmarBh,  Zachariah. 

Mentioned 326 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 327 

"Whyte,  James.    Mentioned 540 

Wiatt,  Americus  V.    Mentioned 772 

Wiedenbein,  Charles.    Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December 

24-25,1864 281 

"Wight,  Lothrop.    Mentioned 72-74, 76, 77 

"Wilcox,  Battery.     See  Battery  Wilcox,  Va. 

Wilcox.  FranklinL.    Mentioned 497 

"Wild,  Edward  A.    Mentioned 114,115,165,178 

"Wild,  John.    Mentioned 471,472 

"Wilderness,  U.  8.  S. 
Abstract  log 

December  18-24,1864 241-244 

December  28, 1864-Jannarv  20, 18a5 566 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25, 1864 344 

CaptnreR  made  by 31-39 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 52, 89, 112 

Mentioned 40,57,62,67,86,99,100,142,193, 

226,  227,  229,  238-240,  245, 254, 255,  265, 345, 400, 428, 437, 568, 599,  724, 737 
Occnpation  of  Confederate  works  at  month  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Sniith- 

ville,N.C 61S-628 

Orders  for  movements 5, 45 

Wild  Rover,  Steamer.    Mentioned 741-746 

"Wiley,  Robert.    Mentioned 442,449,498,562 

"Wilkinson,  John.    Mentioned 375,741,743 

"Wilkinson,  Richard.    Mentioned 331 

"Wilks,  Frank  H.     Mentioned 44 

"Willard,  Joseph  "W.    Mentione<l 302 

"Willard,  Robert.    Mentioned 294 

"William  Allen,  Schooner.     Mentione<l 218, 709, 712 

"William  Badger,  U.  S.  S.     Mentione<l 40,193,400,599,724 

William  G.  Putnam.  U.  S.  S.    See  General  Putnam,  U.  8.  S. 

"William  H.  Dennis,  Sebooner.    Mentioned 419,420 

"Williams,  Anthony.    Mentioned 488 

"Williams,  Augustus.    Mentioned 546 

"WiUiams,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned 455,542,576,585 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 543 

"Williams,  Frank  C.    Mentioned 541 

"Williams,  Gtoorge  C. 

Mentioned 473 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 474 

"Williams,  George  W.     Mentioned 17 

"Williams,  Henry.    Mentioned 538 

"Williams,  Henry  (or  Hezekiah).    Mentioned 691,783 

"Williams,  James.    Mentioned 329 

"Williams,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.Porter 386 

Mentioned 39,a50,?aft,'b'V^^^^^'^.'V^ 

WilUama,  John  (Quartermaster).    Mentioned --• *^ 
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'Williams,  John  (Seaman).    MeDtioned I 

Williams,  John,  4th  (Seaman).    Mentioned 503,50 

Williams,  B.  G.    Mentioned ® 

Williams,  Edward.    Mentioned 57 

Williams,  Lewis.    Mentioned 29 

Williams,  Robert.    Mentioned 176.17 

Williams,  Thomas.    Mentioned 483,55 

Williams,  William.    Mentioned 59 

Williamson, .    Mentioned G9 

Williamson,  John  A.  O. 

Correspondence  witli  J.  K.  Mitchell 81i 

Mentioned 664,680,80 

Williford,  W^iUie  H.    Mentioned 36 

W^illis.  Mr.    Mentioned 71! 

Willis,  WilliamH.    Mentioned 61^ 

WiUits,  StaphenB.    Mentioned 534 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Arrival  of  C. S.S.Tallahassee  at 7K 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instmctions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 416 

Porter,  David  D 4, 6, 10, 87, 41, 46, 4«,  49, 56, 62, 6*, 

66, 68,  70, 82, 83, 91, 92, 108, 116»  195, 200, 383, 384,  386, 887,  389, 880, 420, 606 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G 126 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 98-101 

Balch,  J.  W 66 

Porter,  David  1) 45 

WatmouKh,  Pond.  O 66,70,124,154 

YounK,  (ieorjce  W 390,416 

See  aIbo  Lamb,  H'illuim.     Kxtracii  from  official  diary  of . 
('aptiircs  inudo  o\V.     Sec  Xorth  Atlantic  Jilockadiny  Squadron.     Captures  wuid€  by. 

Const riK-tioii  of  Coufodorato  vessels  at 755 

I  >efon8e  of. 

CoiiniiuiiicationH  from 

Laml),  William 787 

Whitings  W.  II.  C  767,  768,  776,  786, 7K7. 7«^ 

OrdiTH  and  instructions,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 785,786,787 

Proclamation  of  governor  of  North  ('arolina 78& 

8ee  uIho  ('ape  Fear  Hirer.     Operations  in;  Fort  FiBher^  N.  C. 

Kscape  of  bl<Kka(l<»  rnnners 28,  30, 41, 42, 45, 50-54,  6:^,  80,  84-90, 112, 151 

Operations  againHt.     See  Cape  Fear  River;  Fori  Fisher. 
l*re])arationB  for  attack  upon  (lefenses  of.     8ee  Fort  Fisher^  S.  ('. 

Wilson,  Charles.     Meutione<l 559 

Wilson,  Charles  (Ordinary  seaman).     Mentioned 503 

Wilson,  John.    Mentioned .^53 

Wilson,  John  (Landsman).     Mentioned 507 

Wilson,  John  A.     Mentioned 169 

Wilson,  Joseph  D. 

Ajjpointed  to  command  C.  8.  S.  Hampton 795 

Mentioned 382,672,694,793 

lieports  of 

Hampton,  ('.  S.  S.     List  of  officers  of 691 

Trent's  K*ea<-li,   Virginia.     Attempted  p;isBaKO  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,1866 682 
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'Wilson,  J.  K.    Mentioned 794 

'Wilson,  Robert.    Mentioned 538 

'Wilson,  "W.    Report  of  attack  npon,  and  captnre  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  Janu- 
ary 13-15,  1865 507 

Wilson,  William.    Mentioned 554 

Wilson,  'William  Francis.    Plan  of,  for  destraotion  of  Federal  gunboats 760 

Wilt«,  LndwigE.    Mentioned 329 

"Wingate,  Thomas  &  Co.    Mentioned 138 

Winkle,  John.    Mentioned 571 

Winnemore,  Edward.    Mentioned 313 

Winslow,  Kader.    Statement  of  movenients  of  steamer  Philadelph  ia 423 

Winslow,  Gtoorge  F.    Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  npon,  December  24-25,  1864 337 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  npon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 550 

"Winsor,  QeorgeH.    Mentioned 507 

"Winters,  Charles.    Mentioned 322 

"Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Benton,  J.  G 214 

JefTers,  William  N 215,233 

Lynch,  D 151 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 217 

Porter,  D.  D 232 

Rodman,  T.  J 233,236 

Mentioned 119,120,134,215,359 

Report  of  preparations  for  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C 119, 124 

Wise,  WilUam  C.    Mentioned 723,740 

"Wood, .    Mentioned 380 

"Wood,  Battery.    See  Battery  Wood,  To. 
'Wood,  Benjamin. 

Mentioned 129, 2r»5,  891, 442, 574 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  December  24-25,  1864 355, 356 

"Wood,  Francis.    Mentioned 206 

"Wood,  George  H. 

Mentioned 514 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15,     * 

1865 552 

"Wood,  James  B.,  jr. 

Mentioned 556. 557 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  13-15, 

1865 555 

"Wood,  John.      Mentioned - 169 

"Wood,  John  Taylor. 

Mentioned 750,755,803 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent'H  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  sqnadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 667 

"Wood,  Samuel.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 795 

"Wood,  Samuel  S.    Mentioned 249 

"Wood,  Samuel  "W.    Mentioned 671,672,683,690,783,790 

"Wood,  "William  "W.  "W.     Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.V .,      105 

Lay,  J.L 654 

"Woodward,  Edwin  T.     Mentioned 49'l-496,560 

"Woodward,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 158, 160 
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Woodward.  Samuel  W.    Mentioned i' 

Woodward,  Thomas  J. 
Corre«pondeiic«'  with 

Grnnt,  T.  S n 

rort«r,  I).  I) 1: 

Mentiom^l 39. 140,  192. 3W.  5^.  7: 

Woolson,  John  8.    Mentioned 2T*»  4* 

Woniahoifer,  Philip.    Mentioned '* 

Worstall,  Frank  W.    Mentioned 

"Wright,  A.    Mentioned 3f 

Wright,  Augustus  O.    Mentioned 7 

Wright,  Gtoorge  for  David).    Mentioned 7 

Wright,  Henry  X. 

Meutione<l •»?!.  fi 

Keport  of  atteinptiHl  ])umaf;e  of  obstnirtions  atTrent*8  Kea«*h,  Virginia.  l>y 

Confedf^rate  squadron  January  23  and  24, 18(>5 6 

Wright,  W.  W.    Mentioned 6 

W^right,  William.     Mentioneil :)9, 141,  1H3.  399.fiet^,T 

Wright,  Willia)n  A.    Mentioned 7 

Wyaluaing.  i:.8.S. 

Expedition  a^innt  Rainbow  Blntt',  X.C.,  DiHseinber  9-28.  18(>4 16 

lfi2-165, 167,  174-176, 177-1= 

Mentioned ll-14.2«i,40,  J«,  142, 188, 171, 173, 194,400.399,d»7,7: 

()]H*rationM. 

At  capture  of  Tlymonth,  N.  ('.,  Octob^T  21>-Novcmber  1. 18r»4 ll*-i 

In  IVniniinanH  Kiver,  North  Carolina 421.4; 

Wyandotte,  T.S.  S. 

Mentioned 40, 142, 1.52, 194,  218. 400, 5«».  72 

OrdoFH  for  mov«'nient« 44.-1 

Wyman,  Mr.     Montionod 71 

Tadkin,  C.  S.  S.     Mmt  ion<'d :^75. 7: 

YanUc.  I'.S.S. 

.\ttark  oil  Fort  Fi.-»lu»r,  .\.  ('..  DfceinluT  Ln-L'r>.  18i'4 IMJ-y, 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of.  Fort  FirtlnT,  N.  C,  .lanuary  i:J-ir>,  lJ<d"» 4t- 

482,  48a  41 

MiMit loutMl 40,  142,  liU.  21 

IT.  I -'Sy\\,  'J{1\  :UV2,  aVJ,  KM).  125,  127.  437.  4.V).  475.  514. 51^,  705,  714.  724. 7; 

York, .     Mentioned 'J! 

York  River,  Virginia.     <)]>cratioiiM  in. 
Orders  and  iustruitionn. 

Porter,  I)avi<l  I) 4^,  T 

ii'adford,  William 7 

Report  t)f  IV'tcr  HavH r>Si9, 6(Ki. T' 

Young,  Ephraim.     MeiitioutMl 7l 

Young,  George  W. 

('orre8i»oinlenc<;  with 

C'rowc'll,  .1.  W .-, 

I  )ev<M»H.  i:.  F 1 

Dunn,  TliomaM  (' 127,1 

llauiilton,  .lohu  \V 5 

Lundt,  W.  <) 

Porter,  .1.  II 1 

Wells,  F.  S 

Wood,  .1.  U 5 

M.ntioued ^->A\-v  AU  Ay3, 2iJ5.  ,^41,  :^i\  4o7.  TiJUJ,  1 
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Toung,  Oeorge  W. — Continaed.  Pago. 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.     Escape  of 50, 151 

Ella,  Steamer. 

Chasing  ashore  of,  Decemher  3, 1864 127 

Destruction  of,  Decembers,  1864 131 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.    Attack  upon,  and  capture   of,  January  13-15, 

1865  554,556 

Wilmington,  N.  C.    Blockade  of 390,416 

Toung,  Jefferson.     Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  X.  C,  December  24-25, 

1864 319 

Toung,  Moses  P.    Mentioned 691 

Young  America,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 40, 61, 142, 190, 194, 400, 599, 724 

Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 40,83,142 

Movements  of 134 

Orders  for  movements 94, 1 19 

Zeilin,  Jacob.    Correspondence  with 

Dawson,  L.  L r>77, 580 

Fagan,  Louis  E 582 

Zeller,  Theodore.    Mentioned 645 

Zent,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 589 

Zerks,  Claus.    Mentioned 497,503 

Zeta,  U.  S.  S.    See  Picket  Boat  No.  6,  V.  S.  . 

Ziegler,  John  Q.  A.    Mentioned 463 

Zimmerman,  Charles.    Mentioned 127 

Zouave,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 40, 142, 194,400,599,632,724 

O 


